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PREFACE TO VOLUME SIX. 

The conviction of Twitchell (p. 1) for the murder of 
his mother-in-law was undoubtedly right, for if his 
ante mortem statement in which he threw the blame 
on his wife, wei*e not sufficient, his suicide may well 
be, taken as a final confession of his guilt. But what 
of Mrs. Twitchell, the daughter of the victim and cer- 
tainly the accomi)lice if not the instigator of the crime! 

The law against duelling easily reached a humble 
and ridiculous challenger like. John Wood (p. G8)^ 
though it was absolutely impotent when it confronted 
men in high places, such as Aaron Burr, who killed 
Hamilton, and Senator Benton, who killed Lucas. This 
medieval custom (which was not without its good side, 
as w^as pointed out by counsel in the Trial of Wilkin- 
son, 1 Am. St. Tr.) died a natural death in the United 
States about the middle of the nineteenth century, not 
on account of legislative enactments, but because pul)- 
lic opinion came at last, with practical unanimity, to 
condemn it. 

In the history of Judicial Blunders, the conviction 
of the Booms (p. 73) remains, after the lai)se of a 
century, the leading case in the United States. An ig- 
norant and half-witted farm laborer disappears from 
a rural community. There is nothing strange in this, 
for he was a shiftless fellow, and the incident has been 
quite forgotten, when seven years later somebody 
dreams three nights in succession that Colvin, the miss- 
ing man, came to his bedside, told him he had been mur- 
dered and led him to the spot where he had been bur- 
ied. A small boy is out walking with his dog when 
the animal begins to dig up the earth near the root of 
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a tree and will not desist until his master comes up 
and discovers some bones under his paws. A barn 
near the place, belonging to the Booms, is burned to 
the ground. People begin to talk; to remember many 
things ; that Colvin was a brother-in-law of the Booms ; 
that they resented his living on them ; that they often 
quarreled and that they had been heard to say that 
they were glad he was gone for good. Suspicions grow 
from day to day; the dream becomes a reality to the 
country folk; the bones are surely those of Colvin; 
the barn was burned because under it tlie body was 
concealed and Jesse Boom, wdio is at home, and his 
brother Stephen, who has been at work for years on a 
farm two hundred miles away, are lodged in jail and 
charged with his murder. At first they persist that 
they are innocent, but when they see that everybody 
believes them guilty and that they have no way 
of proving their innocence, and are told that to con- 
fess it all is the only way to save their lives, they final- 
ly admit that they are guilty and Stephen makes a 
writt<*n statement in w’hich are given all the details that 
are watited. They are tried, and larg(dy on the fact 
of their confessions, they are convicted and sentenced 
to be hanged. The Legislature rejects their petition, 
and Stephen is all ready for the scaffold, when lo! 
through a chance advertisement of the case, which 
had been copied into a New York newspaper, Colvin 
app(*ars on the scene, brought from New Jersey, where 
he has been wmrking for many years. The pen of a 
spectator thus describes the joy of the community at 
its escape from a judicial murder and the triumphal 
procession of the supposed victim from the borders of 
the state to his old home. 

‘*Oii the 22nd of December, Colvin arrived in the State with Mr. 
Whelpley at Bennington. The County Court being then in aeBBion, all 
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were filled with astonishment and surprise. The Court suspended 
business for some hours, to gaze upon one who in a sense had been 
dead, and alive again. Many who formerly knew him, now saw 
that there could be no deception: Russel could call many of them 
by name. Toward evening, the same day, he came to Manchester; 
Notice being given that he was near at hand, a cry was heard, *Coh 
vin has comer The stage was driven swiftly, and a signal extended. 
It was all bustle and confusion. The stage stopped at Capt. Black’s 
Inn. The village was all alive; all were running to obtain sight of 
the man, who, they had no doubt, was dead, and had come as a kind 
of savior to one who was devoted to the gibbet. Some, like Thomas 
in another case, would not believe without tangible evidence. People 
gathered around him with such eagerness, as to render it impos- 
sible to press through the crowd, or obtain a sight of him. Almost 
all his old acquaintances he could recognize, and called them by 
name. Several guns were discharged for Joy; people ran to different 
parts of the town to give notice. The prison door was unbolted, the 
news proclaimed to Stephen that Colvin had comet! The welcome 
reception givcm it by the Joyful prisoner, need not be mentioned. 
The chains on his arms were taken off, while those on his legs re- 
mained; being impatient of an interview 'with him who had come to 
bring salvation, they met. Colvin gazed upon the chains and asked, 
What is that for? Stephen answers. Because they say I murdered 
you. Russel replied. You never hurt me. His wife and friends and 
people from every part of the town were collected-^Joy and glad- 
ness sat on every countenance. Many shouts of rejoicing were heard 
together with the discharge of cannon. The news having been 
spread, that Colvin had come to Manchester, the next day there was 
a large collection from the neighboring to'v^ms, who met to behold 
the returned exile, and to express their high satisfaction on the oc- 
casion. I think I can say that I scarcely ever saw more exultation 
and tender sympathy on any occasion. Not less than fifty cannon 
were discharged, and at a seasonable hour they returned to their 
places of abode.” 

And on next Lord’s Day the Reverend Lemuel 
Haynes, A. M., preached a sermon in the town meeting 
house on the “remarkable interposition of Divine 
Providence,” in which he pointed out that the 

“Imperfections Incident to all men and all courts of Judicature, 
render them liable to wrong verdicts. The most prudent and experl- 
enced cannot plead exemption. The innocent may be condemned, 
and the guilty go with impunity. But the great searcher of hearts 
cannot be deceived. Every decision is dictated by infinite wisdom 



Vlll 


PREFACE TO VOLUME SIX 


and infinite goodness: he can by no means clear the guilty or con- 
demn the innocent. God will Judge the people with perfect equity, 
and Justice and Judgment are the habitation of bis throne. Psal. 
89:14." 

The parson even ventured to tell the Court that it 
had perhaps neglected to observe some of those an- 
cient rules, which the law had established for the pro- 
tection of the innocent. 

"Perhaps In no case were circumstantial evidence more clear and 
conclusive, or greater unanimity in court and Jury, or coincidence in 
the public mind. But few who did hesitate to bring in their verdict 
of Guilty. The wisdom, candor and integrity of the board of trial 
cannot be questioned. Neither are we disposed to impeach the wit- 
nesses in general. Even the prisoner himself had confessed the 
crime, and after all we are assured that they are innocent. It may 
prove a caution to us to look as favorable as possible on the side of 
innocency, and to the exercise of that charity that 'hopeth all things,* 
and not be too hasty in taking up a reproach against our neighbor. 
Psal. 16:3. Courts of Judicature are hereby taught to proceed with 
the utmost deliberation and carefulness, especially in cases of life 
and death, and not decide without very clear and conclusive evi- 
dence. How far the opinion of our first commentaries on law ought 
to be regarded, is out of the preacher's province to determine; but 
a point to be discussed by gentlemen of the bar. ‘All presumptive 
evidence of felony should be admitted cautiously (says Blackstone), 
for the law holds that it is better that ten guilty persons escape, than 
that one innocent suffer.’ And Sir Matthew Hale in particular, lays 
down two rules most prudent and necessary to be observed. ‘1. Never 
to convict a man for stealing the goods of a person unknown, merely 
because he will give no account how he came by them, unless an 
actual felony be proved of such goods. 2. Never to convict any per- 
son of murder or manslaughter till at least the body be found dead;’ 
on account of two Instances he mentions, where persons were exe- 
cuted for the murder of others who were then alive, but missing.*’ 

‘‘Mind your own business” is an old maxim, which 
would have kept Farquhar (p. 96) both out of trouble 
and out of the criminal courts, had he remembered 
and followed it. 

In the days when a wife who murdered her husband 
was likely to receive a fit punishment, poison was the 
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means most often resorted to, when it was decided to 
get rid of a superfluous spouse. The trial of Lucretia 
Chapman (p. 99) is a valuable one, for it presents a 
very exact and elaborate picture of the scientific knowl- 
edge of the day, concerning the detection in and effect 
on the human body, of poison. A close reading of the 
evidence after the lapse of three quarters of a century, 
leaves some doubt as to her guilt, of which the jury 
gave her the benefit. The contemporary records show, 
however, that the verdict was, in effect, the Scottish 
one of “not proven,” for the woman after her acquit- 
tal became, like Mrs. Cunningham (see 5 Am. St. Tr.), 
an outcast from society, wandering through the coun- 
try with her children giving some kind of a theatrical 
exhibition for a livelihood. 

Her little daughter Lucretia ’s idea of the judicial 
oath (p. 188) recalls Mr. Justice Maule, the witty Eng- 
lish judge, whose celebrated judgment in a bigamy 
case was referred to in a former volume. (Trial of 
Van Pelt, 2 Am. St. Tr.) A boy of seven years was 
called in a murder case as a witness for the prisoner, 
whereupon the following amusing colloquy was had 
between counsel, witness and judge. 

The Crown Counsel. Boy, do you know the nature of an oath? 

Boy. No, sir. 

The Crown Counsel. Do you know It is wicked to tell lies? 

Boy. Yes, sir. 

The Crown Counsel. Do you know what becomes of people who 
tell lies, when they die? 

The Boy. Yes, sir. 

The Crown Counsel. I don’t think, my lord, it would be safe to 
swear him. He does not seem to know anything about religion at 
all. 

Ifr. Justice Maule. I think he shows an unusual knowledge. He 
says he knows where people, who tell lies, go after they die. That 
is a good deal more than I know. Now my boy let me ask you a 
question or two. You have been asked about a fbtnre state. I should 
Ilkei to know what yon have been taught to bellere will become of 
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you, my little boy. when you die, if you are so wicked as to tell a 
lie. 

The Boy. Hell lire. 

Mr. Justice Maule. Right. Now let us go a little further. Do you 
mean, my boy, that you would go to hell lire for telling any lie. 

The Bop. Hell'*lire, sir. 

Mr. Justice Maule. Take time, my boy, don’t answer hurriedly. 
Think it over. Suppose now you were accused of stealing an apple, 
how would that be in the next world, think you? 

The Boy. Hell lire, my lord. 

Mr. Justice Maule. Very good indeed. Now let us suppose that 
you were disobedient to your parents, or to one of them, what would 
happen in that case? 

The Boy. Hell fire, my lord. 

Mr. Justice Maule. Exactly, very good, indeed. Now let me take 
another instance and suppose that you were sent for the milk in the 
morning and took Just a little sup while you were carrying it home. 

The Boy. Hell fire, my lord. 

The Crown Counsel. I suggest, my lord, that the lad’s absolute 
ignorance of the nature of an oath renders him incompetent. 

Mr. Justice Maule. T don’t know about that. He seems to be very 
sound and most divines will tell you he is right. I think he is a very 
good little boy. He thinks that for every wilful fault he will go to 
hell fire, and he is very likely, while he believes that doctrine to be 
most strict in his observance of truth. If you and I believed that 
such would be the penalty for every act of misconduct we committed 
we should be better men than we are. Let the boy be sworn.i 

The complaint made by the Commonwealth’s at- 
torney, Mr. Roed, that the defense had not put on the 
witness stand certain persons whose knowledge would 
have cleared up some debatable points, presents a pe- 
culiar aspect of a criminal trial as conducted in Ameri- 
can courts. Said Mr. Reed (p. 254) : 

child (Lucretla) is produced here to discredit the evidence of 
Ann Bantom. It is for you to decide between them. The evidence. 
If it affects them at all, strengthens the testimony of all the others. 
It Is incumbent on a party striving to discredit testimony, to do it 
by the best evidence which can be produced, and when we are asked 
on the isolated evidence of this little girl, to attribute perjury to a 
respectable witness, I meet It by the Inquiry, why is not Mary Chap- 


1 Reminiscences of Sir Henry Hawkins, Baron Brampton. 
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man produced, who would be a better witness, who knew more of 
this transaction, and who is now a resident in this town? I deny the 
right of the prisoner thus withholding better evidence than she has 
produced, to charge our witnesses with perjury, on the unsupported 
testimony of a single witness, and that witness her infant daughter. 
Mary Chapman, according to Lucretia's evidence, brought the soup 
upstairs from the parlor; she was of an age which gave her oppor- 
tunities of observation; she was with the family all the time Mina 
was there; and she was the companion of her mother’s flight. Why 
is she not produced? Why is Mrs. Green not produced? She is 
within easy reach of a subpoena. She could tell what passed at Syra- 
cuse, when she and the prisoner sat up all night talking about the 
prisoner’s ’pretty little husband.’ She could explain the mysterious 
interview at Andalusia, after Mina’s return from Washington. There 
are other witnesses, too, within the prisoner’s control, equally im- 
portant, and all. with the exception of the little girl, have been stur 
dlously withheld. This certainly is not consistent with the theory 
of innocence, of candor and propriety.” 


But if this evidence was so essential to get at the 
truth of the matter, why were not these witnesses sum- 
moned and examined by Mr. Beed himself, or if not 
by him, then by the Judge? This would be a very 
natural question to ask, but such a question would 
reveal at once, that the layman who should put it, 
was entirely ignorant of the object of a trial by jury 
in the United States. People who watch a trial in their 
court house at home with the Judge on the bench, the 
jury in their seats, the counsel and witnesses in their 
places, and the public as spectators, are very apt to 
think that what is taking place is an investigation as 
to the guilt or innocence of the prisoner at the bar. 
But this is where the public is mistaken, for it is noth- 
ing of the kind. The rules of procedure and of evi- 
dence, which bind the tribunal hand and foot, forbid 
any such idea. As a former president of the United 
States, Mr. Taft, once pointed out, if a mother should 
find that a pie had disappeared from her cupboard 
and that the children had been in the neighborhood a 
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short time before, her natural and sensible question 
would be “which of you took that pie?” and to insist 
on an answer. But American criminal procedure will 
not permit such a question to a suspected thief; it al- 
lows him to stand mute, and to refuse to say anything 
to help out the truth. In short, a criminal trial in the 
United States is a game like football or baseball, with 
the State’s representatives on one side and the pris- 
oner’s on the other, with the Judge as umpire and 
with the jury in the grand stand to acclaim the victor 
or hoot tlie vanquished. 

The prosecuting attorney, if he fails to get a convic- 
tion, considers the verdict a real defeat; the lawyers 
for the defense show, in every move, that they are 
fighting for a verdict of not guilty by every means in 
their power. Each side must follow certain prescribed 
rules which the Judge is there to enforce, and if the 
Judge makes a mistake in interpreting the rules, there 
is a Supreme Court which will set the whole proceed- 
ings aside and order the game to be played over. The 
State opens the case, calls its witnesses, which have 
been carefully instructed beforehand ; then the defense 
brings on its witnesses, who have been still more care- 
fully coached; then the attorneys on both sides make 
their speeches, and the flood of oratory being over, the 
Judge proceeds to tell the jury the law of the case, in 
terms which they hardly comprehend. If the verdict 
is not guilty, that is the end of it; if it is guilty, then 
comes a long struggle in the appellate court as to the 
Judge’s interpretation of the rules of the game. 

How different is a trial in a eoiintry where Anglo- 
American jurisprudence is unknown. In France, for 
example, when a crime is committed, the State begins 
at once an investigation to discover the culprit. An 
examining magistrate summons before him and exam- 
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ines every one who can possibly give any information ; 
this examination and all the witnesses are then sent 
to a trial court where the suspected person is inter- 
rogated by the Presiding Judge, and is expected to tell 
all he knows. The witnesses are examined before the 
jury by the Judge, not by the lawyers; none of them 
are called as witnesses for the State or for the pris- 
oner; they are not arrayed on different sides, but are 
called in the order that the Judge determines, and if 
he knows of any other evidence in existence, it is his 
duty to see that the witnesses are brought into court. 
No such complaint as Mr. Reed made could be possible 
in a Continental Court, for at the mere hint that there 
was other evidence to bo had, the witnesses would be 
sent for by the Presiding Judge and examined by him 
with the greatest care. 

That AVilliam Chapman was murdered there was 
little doubt; somebody must be punished for it, and 
so the public found the scay)egont in the poor young 
Mexican, De Mhia- (p. 397), tliough the evidence was 
no stronger against liiin than it was against Mrs. Chap- 
man. But one was a good looking woman; the other 
a friendless alien. Suppose that his story Avas true — 
and Avas he likely to lie on the threshold of <>ternity? — 
Avhat a miscarriage of justice these tAvo trials exhibit! 

Posterity can noA’er excuse the treachery of Bene- 
dict Arnold; but it is Avell to read at this day the evi- 
dence given at the Court Martial (p. 411 ), Avhich Wash- 
ington so reluctantly granted to his enemies, for it 
cannot but eA’oke a great sympathy for a man whose 
serA’ices to his country were forgotten, through the 
enmity AV’hich succeeded at last in humiliating him. 
How petty the charges were and how lax must have 
been the discipline of the Continental Army is seen in 
the second of the charges, viz., “imposing menial of- 
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fices on the sons of freemen.” Think of a general in 
any army in the present war being haled by civilians 
before a court martial because he had declared that it 
was the duty of a soldier to obey every order of a su- 
perior officer without questioning their propriety. The 
court martial, on any of the charges, could find him 
guilty only of a little imprudence and Washington’s 
gentle reprimand showed that the great commander 
did not forget his comrade’s bravery and had full con- 
fidence in his friend’s honor. But, unlike Washing- 
ton, tried by both extremes of fortune but never dis- 
turbed by either, Benedict Arnold was to sacrifice his 
country to revenge himself on his enemies, and to ex- 
hibit to history a career of ambition without virtue, of 
glory tarnished with crime and of depravity ending 
in infamy. 

The death on the gallows of Major Andre, 464) 
was one of the most tragic events of the Bevolntionary 
War; his fate was deplored by those who had con- 
demned him, and whose cause he had sought to ruin. 
No American can read this portion of our history 
without deep regret that the sacrifice was deemed nec- 
essary; no Englishman, who reads it impartially, can 
assert that the whole proceedings were not conducted 
by the strict laws of war. That Major Andre was a 
spy, his own admissions conclusively proved; and by 
the martial code, then as today, a spy must suffer 
death in its most ignominious form.’ 

The real connection of Joshua H. Smith (p. 486) 
with Benedict Arnold and his conspiracy has never 
been satisfactorily explained. It is almost impossible 
to believe that a man of his intelligence did not sus- 
pect something wrong, and his narrative written many 


* Chandler Am. Tiiale 179. 
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years afterwards strengthens the impression that he 
was not acting in good faitii. His troubles, however, 
did not end with his trial. He avers in his narrative 
that he was not informed of the decision of the court 
martial until long after it was given, but was kept in 
constant suspense as to his fate, for many months. 
The papers were transmitted by Washington to the 
Government of New York, that Smith might be tried by 
a civil process under the law of the State of New Yor^ 
should such a course be deemed advisable. He was 
subsequently taken into custody by the civil author- 
ity of the State, but after being confined in jail sev- 
eral months, he found means to escape, by the assist- 
ance of his wife, and after various adventures, some- 
times disguised in a woman's dress, he reached the 
city of New York, then in possession of the British. 
At the close of the war he went to England, but re- 
turned to New York City, where he died.* 

A grewsome tragedy was that of the Reverend 
George Carawan (p. 514). A murder for revenge, fol- 
lowed by flight, pursuit, trial and condemnation and 
then hari kari in open court. The cloth will not often 
be a central flgnre in these volumes, but in the Editor’s 
Library of Criminal Law and Criminology there is a 
curious volume published over thirty years and en- 
titled “The Crimes of Preachers.” The author is 
certainly not a friend of the clergy, for he boldly states 
that his object is to show that preachers as a class are 
more criminal than any other class of people. The 
editor can assure the public, as well as the profession, 
that this is absolutely untrue, though no one has yet 
appeared with such a special antipathy against any 
other profession or calling as to give to the world a 


s Chandler Am. Tr. 266. 
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volume on the Crimes of Lawyers or Physicians or 
Grocers.* 

Stephen Clark (p. 597) was certainly the youngest 
person ever hanged in the United States. And that his 
tender age made small appeal to the humane sensibil- 
ities of the people among whom he lived, is shown 
in the comment on his conviction made at the time in 
a local pamphlet where the' writer says: 

“When an old criminal Is convicted such wretches we yield to the 
executioner without much more regret than when we witness the 
extermination of a beast of prey, because we usually find in their 
history little else than one unbroken continuity of crime and guilt, 
whole lives of felony, hands reeking with blood and familiar with 
murder. The sufferings of such, at the moment of their extremity 
may Indeed prompt a tear of pity, but not one aspiration for mercy. 
If nature breathes a sigh it is for her own degradation by such mon- 
sters in her shape, and we consign them to a murderer's grave sat- 
isfied that justice has only done her lone protracted work; that soci- 
ety is made safer by the excision of diseased members, property less 
exposed to spoliation and human life rescued from incipient folly and 
flagitious crime. There are many gradations and strong restraints. 
There is a fear of consequences to be quelled; a moral sense to be in- 
durated; disgrace and Infamy to be defied; and the whole force of 
education to be overcome, before the culprit can have been dis- 
ciplined to stand, unmoved, on the brink of that gulf, into which his 
projected crime may Instantly plunge him. When, therefore, a youth 
of only seventeen years, with all these terrors to repel, and all these 
restraints to stay his hand, has leaped almost at once from the im- 
potence of childhood, into the deep damnation of hoary iniquity, and 
the abyss of death, an Interest is excited far more intense than what 
is ordinarily felt in the last retributions of justice.” 

Some interest here, but no sjnnpathy! And the 
writer concludes: 

"Longr may It be ere another Instance of such precocious deprav- 
ity shall stain our records or so youthful a victim bleed on the altar 

* The Crimes of Preachers, in the United States and Sec- 

ond edition. Translated out of the original newspapers and with 
previous translations diligently compared and revised. By M. E. 
Billings, New Tork. D. M. Bennett, 1882. 



PREFACE TO VOLUME SIX 


XVll 


of Justice. Long may It be ere the eensibilitiee of our citizens shall 
be shocked by an appeal to their humanity which seemed for a mo* 
ment almost too strong for the sense of duty, and more than half 
prompted the wish to unclench the grasp of Justice and give Impu- 
nity to guilt of the blackest dye.” 

Consider for a moment the crime and the criminal. 
He set fire to the hay in a stable and though the fire 
spread to several dwellings and much property was 
destroyed, not a single life was lost. But the Chief 
Justice of Massachusetts told the jury: 

“By a law of this commonwealth, the facts necessary to constitute 
the crime of arson are the wilful and malicious burning of the dwell- 
ing house of another in the night time, or the setting fire to any 
other building in the night time, by means of which the dwelling- 
house of another is burnt. Perhaps no one will doubt that if ever 
the punishment of death should be inflicted, it should be for an of- 
fense of this kind. No crime can be conceived more dangerous in its 
consequences or indicating greater malice. In the case of a single 
murder, the consequences terminate in itself. The life of one per- 
son is destroyed, but the rest of the community suffer no direct in- 
jury. But in the setting fire to a dwelling-house during the defense- 
less hours of the night, and especially in a populous town, there is not 
only danger of vast destruction of property, but of the loss of mul- 
titudes of lives; and the peace and security of the whole community 
is at risk. If ever it is right for the Government to take the life of 
a subject, it is in such a case.’* 

And it was in those words that the Chief Justice 
addressed the boy in sentencing liim to the gallows : 

“If there be a wretch, who, more than others, deserves the appel- 
lation of “enemy of the human race,“ it is he who is thus described. 
Murder; robbery, piracy, fall, in the black catalogue of crimes, below 
the crime of arson. They have determinate objects, are linked in 
extent, and incited by passions which may be considered human. 
This is boundless in its consequences; property is the least of its 
expected victims; the malice of a demon, unassisted by supidity, by 
particular revenge, or by any of the frail passions which usually 
lead to crime, is its sole instigator. It is then the right, nay, the 
duty of society, to cut off from the earth, by ignominious death, him 
who would Involve his fellow creatures in such indiscriminate de- 
struction. Young man! it is you, whose sad picture has thus been 
exhibited.^ 
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There was evidently not a single person in that oom- 
munity to point out and nobody seemed to remember 
that the boy had been brought up without restraint 
and without advice; that he had run the streets at 
will; that his associates had all been evil, with hone 
to care what became of him I Certainly Society in the 
year 1821 did not regard very highly its duties to the 
youth of the Commonwealth. 

And Stephen Russett (p. 671), with his friend Crock- 
ett, went to his death a dozen years later in Boston, 
for a similar act. Public opinion still regarded ar- 
son as one of the highest crimes in the calendar. 

The prosecution in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
(p. 675) is the only instance, says Dr. Wharton, where 
the notorious journalist, William Cohhett, achieved 
anything like a triumph, though in the opinion of the 
Historian, McMaster, Cobbett was of all the pamph- 
leteers of that time in America, the most sarcastic, the 
most entertaining and the most successful. The charge 
of Chief Justice McKean was so unfair and malicious 
that no fair-minded grand jury would be likely to have 
indicted him, merely to please the Court, but the ver- 
dict was a political one, the jurors voting for or against 
the indictment according to their political colors — 
all the Democrats for a true bill and all the Federal- 
ists for no bill. His escape, however, emboldened him 
to attack Pennsylvania’s greatest and most beloved 
citizen, Benjamin Franklin, and to write of him in the 
following terms, in a venomous article on his grand- 
son and heir, who, as a political opponent, had in- 
curred his ill will: “Everypne will, I hope, have the 
goodness to believe that my grandfather was no phi- 
losopher. Indeed, he was not. He never made a big 
lightning-rod, nor bottled up a quart of sunshine in 
his life. He was no almanac maker, nor quack, nor 
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chimney doctor, nor soap boiler, nor ambassador, nor 
printer’s devil. Neither was he a deist, and all his 
children were born in wedlock. The legacies he left 
were his scythe, his reaphook. and his flail. He be- 
queathed no old and irrevocable debts to an, hospital. 
. . . He has, it is true, been suffered to sleep quietly 
beneath the greensward; but if his descendants can- 
not point to his statue over the door of a library, they 
have not the mortification to hear him daily accused 
of having been a profligate, a hypocrite and an in- 
fidel.” 

This was too much ; he had already, in another case, 
been bound over as a common libeler and now he was 
sued on his recognizances. A verdict of five thousand 
dollars was rendered against him, and to save him- 
self from prison he fled to England, where he soon 
brought out a large work in 12 volumes, containing 
those “Porcupine Letters” which he considered the 
most racy in style and the most anti-republican in doc- 
trine. The work, says Wharton, sold wonderfully well 
in England from the hatred of democracy, and still 
better in America, from the love of scandal. This 
6clat stimulated the author to a parallel commentary 
on the morals and manners of his own countrymen, 
and the result was that in 1810 he was sent to Newgate 
for a year and fined a thousand pounds. He abused 
all sides; abused the Tories, and was imprisoned by 
them; abused the radicals and was mobbed by them; 
was first the bitter denouncer of Napoleon, and then 
his retained advocate; first wrote down Parliamentary 
reform!, and then wrote it up ; and at last, when the re- 
form bill had passed, got into the House of Commons. 
His genius, however, was not parliamentary; his un- 
rivaled talents for abuse were not available in the 
new arena; he sank at last, after a few attempts at 
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invectives, into a speaker of the statistical school, dull, 
persevering and voluminous, and at last, in J une, 1835, 
died in his 71st year, after a decline brought on by fa- 
tigue and disappointment.” 

The Alien and Sedition laws are usually named to- 
gether, for the reason that they were passed at the 
same time and their object- was the same. For their 
enactment there was sufficient provocation; no one, 
who has not waded through the political literature of 
the closing years of the Eighteenth Century, can form 
any conception of the depths of falsehood, of knavery, 
of calumny and of shameful abuse to which it is pos- 
sible for writers of pamphlets and editors of newspa- 
pers to descend. And the most scurrilous of the 
writers were emissaries of or exiles from foreign lands, 
like William Cobbett." So the Alien act gave the Pres- 
ident power to banish from the country, without giv- 
ing any reason and without a trial, any alien whom he 
considered a dangerous person, and the Sedition act 
put every editor and writer under the thumb of the 
Government. It took only a few prosecutions like 
those of Lyon (p. 687), and Hasrrell (p. 695), to raise 
a great cry throughout the country, and from the day 
the laws began to be enforced the party responsible 
for them "went steadily down to ruin. At the next Pres- 
idential election Adams, who had approved the laws, 
was defeated by Jefferson, who had denounced them. 

The Harper’s Perry Paid is one of the most striking 
and momentous events in American History. John 
Brown was not only a fanatic, but an insane fanatic. 
With only a score of followers he went into the most 
populous and educated of all the Slave States, to lead 
a servile insurrection, expecting the blacks to flock by 

^ Wharton State Tr. 

» McMaster Hist. People U. S. 
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thousands to his standard. But they all refused to 
leave their homes or to take up arms against their 
masters, and those who were taken by force deserted 
him, as soon as they were able* to do so. It was an ill 
omen indeed for the army of liberation that the first 
man that it killed was neither a slaveholder nor a de- 
fender of slavery, nor one who suffered by it, but a 
highly respected and well-to-do negro, in full posses- 
sion of his liberty and treated with respect by the white 
community.^ 

In the South, Brown was, of course, denounced as 
the blackest of criminals, and although by the extreme 
Northern Abolitionists be was bailed as a saint and 
a martyr, yet most of the people of the non-slavehold- 
ing States recognized that morally his scheme was 
suicidal folly and that in the eye of the law it was 
treason and murder. We are concerned here in the 
trial of John Brown (p. 700) and his white associates, 
Coppoc and Cook (pp. 806, 814), not with its political, 
but only with its legal side. That all the judicial pro- 
ceedings Avere conducted fairly, calmly and according 
to law, the record which is presented in the one hun- 
dred and sixty-four pages of this volume abundantly 
proves. At the very seat of the outrage, and among 
the people whose homes had been invaded and whose 
neighbors had been slain, there was no denial to the 
accused of any right to which the most careful judicial 
procedure could entitle a criminal ; they were accorded 
the assistance of able and zealous counsel, not only 
from the bar of the State whose sovereignty had been 
attacked, but from the hostile ranks of the supporters 
and worshipers of the raid; abundant time was jpven 
them to produce their evidence; more than one Vir- 

1 Shephard Hayward, p. 705, 
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ginian came voluntarily to the witness stand to tes- 
tify so far as was possible in favor of the accused,* 
and the Judge in all his rulings was most active in 
safeguarding their rights under the law. When the 
verdict of guilty had been rendered, John Brown rose 
in Court to declare among other things that he was 
entirely satisfied with the treatment he had received 
in the trial, and that it had been more generous than 
he had looked for. And the leading Northern Advo- 
cate, Senator Voorhees, the one great orator in the 
forensic struggle, wrote thirty years after to a friend : 

Justly represented by the pen of the historian, it will pass Into 
history, as the most temperate and conservative judicial tribunal con- 
vened, when all the surrounding circumstances are considered. With 
perfect calmness, forbearing patience and undisturbed adherence to 
the law as known and decided throughout generations, that court 
arises upon my mind with Increased and increasing claims to the re- 
spect and veneration of the American people and of the world.**^ 

A considerable amount of fiction has gotten into 
the history of these trials. John Brown did not go to 
his death seated on his coffin, nor did he stop on his way 
to kiss a negro child, as has been depicted on canvas 
and made the subject of a poem. But there were many 
moments from the atta(^ on the armory to the last 
scene on the field of death, which are worthy of the 
pencil of the artist, and may well illuminate the pen 
of the historian. For the young lieutenant, who, in 
the early morning, went forth to demand the surren- 
der of the band of raiders, was in a few short years 
to become the cavalry leader— the Murat— of the Gon- 
federacy, and the colonel of engineers, whose orders 
he was carrying, and who stood on an eminence near 
by to give the signal for the attack, was to be known 


• See teitlmony of Captain Sinn, p. 771. 

• D. W. Voorlieea to Mies Hunter, Jan. 7, 1889. 
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for all time as one of the great mili tary commanders 
of the world. And in the crowd of soldiers and cit- 
izens who stood at the foot of John Brown’s scaffold, 
were two men whom history will ever love to fondly 
praise and fiercely execrate. For at the head of the 
cadets of the Lexington Military Institute, stood Pro- 
fessor Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson, and in one of 
the companies of militia walked John Wilkes Booth.’® 

The Boston lawyer whom the Northern Abolitionists 
sent to Virginia to defend the two negroes, Copeland 
and Green (p. 809), who had killed Southern men, could 
not do very much for his clients, though his conten- 
tion, that a negro could not be convicted of treason, 
was agreed to by the Court. Virginia law would hardly 
dignify a black with this high crime, but they were 
both convicted and hanged for murder on the clearest 
of evidence. 

The conviction of How (p. 865) is a valuable illus- 
tration of the weight of circumstantial evidence. The 
confession of the prisoner, of course, made it certain, 
but without this, when all the facts fit together, as they 
did here, there could be no reasonable doubt of the 
correctness of the jury’s decision. 


10 Leech, ante, p. 710. 
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THE TRIAL OP GEORGE S. TWITCHELL FOR 
THE MURDER OP MARY E. 
PHILADELPHIA. 1868. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

On the corner of Tenth and Pine streets, in the City of 
Philadelphia, there lived in ease and with all the comforts of 
wealth, a family of three. Oeorge S. Twitchell. Jr., his wife, 
Camilla, and Mrs. Mary E. Hill. The home had been pur- 
chased by Mrs. Hill, who was a wealthy widow, and to whose 
daughter Twitchell had been married about four years. 

On Sunday night, November 22, 1868, Sarah Campbell. 8 
servant girl in the family of Mrs. Hill, returned about nine 
o’clock from church. She was obliged to ring the bell repeat- 
edly, when finally Mr. Twitchell, but partially dressed, opened 
the door, and, after remarking that it was a cold night, and 
saying, ‘*I wonder where mother is,” returned to his bed- 
room. Sarah opened the door leading to the yard, and was 
horrified to see the dead body of Mrs. Hill on the brick pave- 
ment beneath the windows of the sitting-room. She called 
Mr. Twitchell, who. on seeing the body, exclaimed: ”My 
God, what is this.” and asked, ”Will some one assist me in 
carrying her inf” He and Sarah took up the body and car- 
ried it into the kitchen, with Mrs. Twitchell ’s assistance, who 
had in the meantime come down stairs in her night clothes. 
The neighbors were given the alarm and a doctor sent for. 
They were met at the door by Mrs. Twitchell crying, ” Mother 
has been killed,” and when asked how, she replied. ”She fell 
out of the second story window.” And going into the kitch- 
en they found the husband washing the face of the deceased 
with a wet cloth. An examination of the upstairs rooms dis- 
covered drops of blood on the fioor and the window sill and 
Twitchell ’s shirt was also found bloodstained. These facts 
convinced the neighbors that the murder must have been com- 

1 
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mitted in the house and as the oidy occupants at the time 
were Twitchell and his wife, they were at once arrested and 
taken to jail'. 

In December they were indicted for the murder of Mrs. 
Hill. The husband was tried first, and the evidence was very 
strong that both husband and wife had been endeavoring for 
some time to get hold of the mother’s property, and that the 
former was very much embarrassed financially. The jury 
in a few minutes returned a verdict of guilty and tlic pris- 
oner was sentenced to be hanged. 

A few days before the day set for his execution, Twitch- 
ell made a statement to his attending clergyman that 
his wife (who had in the meantime been tried and acquitted) 
in a sudden (luarrel with her mother had killed her without 
his knowledge, and that to save her he had helped to throw 
Mrs. Hill into the yard so as to make it appear that she was 
the victim of an accident. 

Nobody believed this story and the gallows were ready for 
the murderer when the night before the day on which he was 
to be hanged he poisoned himself in his cell with prussic acid. 


THE TRIAL.* 


In the Court of Oyer and Terminer of Philadelphia, De- 
cember, 1868. 


Hon. Frederick C. Brewster/ 
Hon James R. Ludlow,^ 


J udges. 

December 29. 


The courtroom was crowded, even the passage ways, until 
the police cleared them and drove several liundred spectators 


* Bibliography. ‘“The Trial and Conviction of George S. Twitch- 
ell, Jr., for the Murder of Mrs. Mary E. Hill, his mother-in-law, 
with the Eloquent Speeches of Counsel on both sides, and Hon. Judge 
Brewster’s Charge to the Jury, in full. To which are added many 
interesting facts in rei^rd to the Hills and Twitchells never before 
published. Philadelphia: Published by Barclay & Co., 610 Arch 
Street." 

There. ai^ numerous illustrations in tiib volume, most of which are 
the fani^ of the artist. The outside cover has a portrait of Twitch- 
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outside.* There were many females among them. Mr. and 
Mrs. Twitchell entered the courtroom arm in arm, the wife 
appearing to lean heavily upon the husband’s arm. She was 
dressed in deep mourning, and her face was concealed by the 
thick black veil she wore. Mr. Twitchell walked erect, and 
bore the steady gaze of the people without being in the slight- 
est degree affected. Mr, Twitchell, Sr., accompanied the 
prisoners, and was seated in front of the dock they occupied. 

Furman Sheppard,* District Attorney; Richard Ludlow^ 
and Henry 8. Hagert,^ for the Commonwealth. 

Patrick T. Ransford,^ Charles H. T. Collis,^ Joseph D. 

ell, and inside are portraits of himself and his wife Camilla. The 
others are drawings of Twitchell striking Mrs. Hill over the head with 
a poker while slie is reading on a sofa; his throwing her out of the 
upstairs window; he and liis wife Bur])rised in their bedroom by the 
ringing of the dour bell; liis arrest while bathing Mrs. Hill’s head, 
and he and his wife, in the carriage with the oflicer on the way to 
prison, imploring him to declare her innocent of tiie crime. 

2 Brewster, Frederick (Lvrroll. (1825-1808.) Born Philadel- 
phia. Attended Friends School and graduated ITniversity of Penn- 
sylvania 1841. Studied law with his father and admitted to Bar 
1844. President Law Academy 1845. City Solicitor 1862-1 8 (Uk 
J udge Common Pleas 1866-1860. Attorney General of Pennsylvania 
1869-1873. Was a finished classical scholar and linguist in French, 
Spanish, Italian and German. Author of numerous legal and liter- 
ary works. Among others, Digest Pennsylvania Re|>ortR ; Brewster’s 
Reportsi; Moliere in Outline; Disraeli in Outline. Died in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 

3 See 3 Am. St. Tr. 308. 

* See 3 Am. St. Tr. 308. 

® Ludlow, Richard. Educated at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Admitted to the Philadelphia Bar 1856. His jiractice was conOned 
chiefly to civil cases and he was noted for his considerate treatment 
of witnesses. He died in 1874. See Phila. Public Ledger, June 8, 
1874. Martin’s Bench and Bar. 

« See 3 Am. St. Tr. 308. 

^Ranspord, Patrick Thomas, (1844-1882.) Bom in Ireland. 
Came to Philadelphia at an early age and after graduating from 
Central Hall School was apjiointed to a position in the War Depart- 
ment, and' was afterwards private secretary to Judge Kelley, of 
Philadelphia. Studied law witli John O’Byme and was admitted to 
the Bar in 1867. See Phila. Record, Feb. 13, 1882. Martin’s Bench 

and Bar. , 

«CoLLis, Charles Henry Tucky. (1837-1902.) Native of Ire- 
land and a member of a prominent English church family of which 
two were eminent Irish Barristers and one a noted surgeon of Great 
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Pratt, ^ John O^Byrne^^ and WUliatn B. Mann^^ for the Pris- 
oner. 

District Attorney Sheppard. May it please the Court: 
The Court having fixed today for the trial of George S. 
Twitchell, Jr., and Camilla Twitchell,^* charged with the mur- 
der of Mary E. Hill, and the defendants and their counsel be- 
ing in court, I move that a jury now be called. 

Britain. His father was a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin. All 
of the family but the father and this son, then fifteen years of age, 
perished on the steanudiip ^^City of Glasgow,” while on the voyage to 
America. He studied law with John M. Read, of PhiladelpMa, and 
was admitted to the Bar in 1859. In the Civil War he gained well- 
merited recognition and after the Battle of Petersburg, was made a 
Major General at the request of General Grant. At the^ end of the 
war he resumed his law practice. Assistant City Solicitor Phila. 
1866. United States District Attorney 1868. City Solicitor 1871, 
1895. Director Board of Citv Trusts 1869. He held this fK>6itioii 
for fifteen years and compiled a complete history of the Charitable 
Trusts held by the City of Philadelphia. He was an extensive con- 
tributor to magazines. See Heitman Hist. Beg. and Diet, of U. S. 
Army. Martin’s Bench and Bar. Biographical Album of Prominent 
Pennsylvanians. Biographical Encyc. of Pennsylvania. 

•Phatt, Joseph Towner. (1838-1877.) Born Middletown, Pa. 
Admitted to the Bar, but went into the I^nion Army. Major 23 TT. 
S. Colored Regiment. Provost Marshal at Hilton Head, Charleston, 
S. C., and of the Northern District Department of the South. Knight 
Templar. Judge Court of Common Pleas Philadelphia 1874-1877. 
See Martin’s Bench and Bar; Whittelsey (C. B.) Ancestry and De- 
scendants of John Pratt. 

'^O’Btrne, John. Admitted to Philadelphia Bar 1862. Prac- 
ticed law in that city until 1882, when he removed to New York City 
and became District Attorney of the County of New York. See Mar- 
tin’s Bench and Bar. 

**Mann, William Benson. (1816-1895.) Bom Burlington, N. 
J., but his parents removed to Philadelphia in 1821. He was edu- 
cated in the classical academy conducted by his father; studied law 
and was admitted to the Bar in 1838. Assistant District Attorney 
1851-1857. District Attorney 1857-1871. Organized in 1861 the 
Second Regiment of Pennsylvania Reserves. Prothonotary of Com- 
mon Pleas Courts (Phila.) for many years. He was a powerful 
public speaker and a very prominent criminal lawyer. See National 
Cyc. Am. Biog.; Martin’s Bench and Bar; Hudson (S.) Penn, and 
Its Public Men. 

12 «Twitchell is nearly twenty^igfat years of age, and has enjoyed 
up to this time a good reputation among his friends. He was edu- 
cated at a college in Connecticut, which he left upon his father 
taking possession of a farm in New Jersey, near Carpenter’s Land- 
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Mr. Mann replied that under the act of Assembly, Camilla 
Twitchell desired to sever and claimed a separate trial. 

ing. At this time Mrs. Twitchell, who was several years older than 
young Twitchell, was engaged in the capacity of taking care of the 
house, a post wliicli slie iiad held since the death of Mr. Twitchell’s 
wife. Young Twitchell wrought hard on the farm, and while here 
it was that he became enamored of the governess. She reciprocated 
his aifection and they, with but little money in their pockets, eloped 
to New York, where they were married. After living there for a 
time, they came to Philadelphia, and here he came across his father, 
to whom the farm speculation had proven a bad investment. The 
old gentleman w^as very angry at the course which his son had pur- 
sued. The young man then engaged in the produce commission busi- 
ness in the Spruce street market, but this he soon relinquished. 
While boarding on South Front street, Mrs. Hill, who had 
married a wealthy contractor who had just died, purchased the 
property at Tenth and Pine streets, and requested the couple to 
come and live with her. When her husband died Mrs. Hill became 
possessed of a large income from his estate and an abundance of 
funds, together with the importunities of her daughter and Twitdi- 
cll, induced her to change from a very unpretentious style of liv- 
ing to a scene of rather costly ostentation. Then Twitchell con- 
cluded to go into business again and engaged in the manufacture of 
shingles at Camden, N. J. But the enterprise did not succeed and 
at the time of the tragedy it was bankrupt and Twitchell was hard 
pressed for money. , . . Twitchell is about medium height and 
of fine muscular development. With persons who knew him well he 
has always had the character of a peaceable, inoffensive man. His 
chief amusement was in living among horses, and since residing with 
Mrs. Hill he had ample gratification in that respect. Fine horses 
and vehicles were obtain^ by Twitchell soon after the house^ at 
Tenth and Pine streets was purchased, and in pleasant daily drives, 
Mrs. Hill, her daughter Camilla, and Twitchell, appeared to be jet- 
ting along with one another in the most agreeable manner. Camilla 
Twitchell, the daughter of Mrs. Hill, is a person of rather small 
stature. Twitchell is her second husband, as she was married some 
years ago to a man named Martin, who was an attendant in a store 
in the vicinity of Tenth and Chestnut streets. Whether a legal 
divorce, or a simple determination to get away, separated Mr. from 
Mrs. Martin, is not definitely known, fondness for somebody else 
instead of the husband is ascribed by some people as the cause of 
the matrimonial disruption. Prom what we have learned ttiere can 
be no doubt that Mrs. Hill, her daughter, and Twitchell, lived to- 
gether for several years upon the most friendly terms, ^e girls 
who lived with them testify to this fact, and outside association in 
almost daily drives about the city, and other mutual amusements, 
show that they must have been pleased with each otheris company. 
Report of the Trials mte, p» 2. 
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The Court allowed the motion to sever.^* 

The jurors were called to the stand and sworn true an* 
Bwers to make to such questions as might be put to them 
touching their competency to serve as jurors in this case. To 
such of the jurors as had formed or expressed an opinion, the 
Court put the question, “Notwithstanding the opinion you 
have formed, can you enter the jury box and decide the guilt 
or innocence of the prisoner upon the evidence submitted to 
you, and that alone, uninfluenced by the opinions you say 
you have formed.” 

The jury were sworn as follows: Oeorge Toppin, saddler; 
Charles E. Stewart, merchant; John Landis, stove-finisher; 
Michael Dych, shoemaker ; Jeremiah Wykoff, Robert Topping, 
hat-presser; Daniel Riggs, watchmaker; William Sheppard, 
gentleman; James A. Holbrook, stone-cutter; N. Gibberson, 
manufacturer ; Thomas Riley, grocer ; Frank Clark, carpenter. 

MB. LUDLOW, OPENINO FOB THE PROSECUTION. 

Mr. Ludlow in opening referred to the high and solemn du- 
ties of the jury, and said that the crime of murder had be- 
come so common that the citizens demand the vigorous exe- 
cution of the law. A murder most foul, unprincipled and dev- 
ilish was committed on the 22d of November, with foul pre- 
meditation, and Mary E. Hill lost her life in her own house. 
The deed of Mrs. Hill’s property was made in the name of Mrs. 
Twitchcll, and when the former heard of this she demanded 
a reconveyance. This murder was committed on Sunday, and 
on Monday or Tuesday the suit for the reconveyance was to 
be commenced. All the facts of the ease were bloody and they 
would all point with unerring aim to this prisoner at the bar. 

The ofiicers of the Commonwealth stand, w'ithout malice, 
over the grave of a murdered woman, seeking to protect the 
jury as well as the daughters and wives of the land, and to 
hold above eveiy citizen the shield of the law, particularly to 

** Sometime after Twitchell’a conviction and while he was in 
prison awaiting execution, Mrs. Twitcbell was tried and acquitted by 
the jury. 
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aged women in their own houses, when the shades of night 
come over. He invoked the jury to sustain the law, and there- 
by strike terror to the hearts of those who brutally murdered 
aged and defenseless women. 

THE WITNESSES FOR THE COMMONWEALTH. 


Dr. E. B. Shapleigh. Am Cor- 
oren’s physician; made a post 
mortem upon the body of Mrs. 
Hill on ihe morning of Monday, 
23d, at the northeast corner of 
Tenth and Pine; there were 
iiiarl«i of violence upon the head, 
])rincipally upon the right side; 
a lacerated wound two and a half 
iiuflies long in the right teinjde, 
just within the edge, front part ; 
over upper part of forehead there 
was another lacerated wound ; 
o\er the outer edge of right eye- 
brow there Avas a coniuKed 
straight wound three quarters of 
an inch long; on the upper part 
of forehead there was a straight 
contused wound one inch long; 
there were five small wounds ui>- 
on the forehead, about half an 
inch to three-quarters; above the 
right ear there was another 
straight contused wound: above 
this, over upper part of parietal 
bone, there was another contused 
straight wound; over the ])oste- 
rior and upper j)art of the pa- 
rietal bone there was a triangular 
wound, the wings of which were 
three-quarters of an inch long; 
oil the right side, near the iqiper 
part of left parietal bone, there 
was a straight contused wound 
two inches long; T think that de- 
scribes the wounds; they were 
thirteen in numlier altogether; 
have a plaster east here of an 
ordinary skull ; will mark on this 
skull the position and length of 
all the wounds. (The Doctor 
marked on the casr, with red and 


blue, the location of the wounds.) 
That disposes of external appear- 
ance; the rigJit half of frontal 
bone, the anterior portion of i»a- 
rietal bone, the malar bone, in- 
cluding the cavity of the orbit of 
the eye, were comminuted, broken 
into small, irregular pieces; there 
was a hole into the brain at the 
right temple, downwards, in- 
wards and backwards; it was 
quite ns deep as ray linger is 
long; there was a fracture ex- 
tending entirely across the head 
through the right and left im- 
rietal and through the temporal 
bone, e.\tonding to the base of the 
brain, dividing the whole skull; 
another on the left side, irregu- 
lar; a lacerated wound is a torn, 
irregular one; that was the char- 
acter of one in the temjde and in 
the fon»head; the contuse*! 
wound was straight, caused by a 
non-ciitting instrument, the tis- 
sues being broken apart instead 
of divided by a cutting instru- 
ment ; 1 found a slight bruise on 
either knee, and on the back of 
both hands; tlie second finger of 
the left hand was nearly severetl 
at the firat joint by a blunt in- 
strument. 

To Mr. Sheppard. The skull 
was rather thicker than nonnal; 
tlie body Avas five feet one or two 
inches long, and weighed from 
one hundrt^ to one hundred and 
ten ]ioiinds; she seemed to be an 
old woman, upwards of sixty 
years of age; she came to her 
death from injuries to the head 
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by^ violence; (poker shown), 
this, or 'an instrument like it, 
might have caused the straight 
wounds; the tongue of the poker 
might have caused the wound in 
the temple; the length of the 
tongue corresponds with the 
length of my finger except it is a 
little longer; the tongue of the 
poker might have been twisted 
around and thus enlarged the 
wound; see a spear of gray hair 
on this poker; the color of Mrs. 
Hill’s hair was gray; this looks 
like blood on the poker. 

Cross-examined. Have been 
engaged as physician to the Cor- 
oner six or seven years; almost 
daily engaged in post-mortems; 
am satisfied it is almost impos- 
sible to tell what kinds of in- 
struments inflict some wounds; it 
is possible for an instrument like 
a poker to have inflicted the 
wounds ; the penetrating and 
straight wounds might have been 
inflicted with a poker, and in a 
certain measure obscured by the 
fall; the shaft of the poker could 
have produced the straight 
wounds, and the tongue of the 
poker the penetrating wounds, or 
an instrument like it; have seen 
just such wounds from a cane, 
(cane with heavy leaden head, 
shown) ; the head of this cane 
would make a different wound 
from the stock of it, because it 
is shaped differently; if the wood 
of the cane had been scooped out 
and filled in with lead it would 
make some of the wounds; such 
an instrument would mash the 
skull in, but you could not ac- 
count for the hole made in this 
head; perhaps sufficient velocity 
could be obtained out of a poker 
to make this wound; a canister 
shot tied in a sling would mash 
in the skull, but not make the 
hole in the brain ; I could readily 


put two fingers in this hole; could 
force four fingers in, because I 
could stretch the scalp ; it is pos- 
sible to push your finger into a 
wound as far as you choose after 
the skull is crushed in. 

Sarah Campbell. Recollect 
tlie examination of the body of 
Mrs. Hill by Dr. Shapleigh; 
lived in her service ten or eleven 
weeks; Mrs. Hill, Mrs. and Mr. 
Twitchell and me constituted the 
family; recollect the Sunday of 
this occurrence; left the house 
before three o’clock, leaving no 
person that I know of in the 
house, only Mrs. Hill; Mr. and 
Mrs. Twitchell had gone out, 
some time after dinner and be- 
fore I went out; we had dinner 
from 12 to 1 o’clock on Sun- 
days; returned to the house be- 
tween 9 and 10 o’clock; rung the 
bell; it was not answered at 
first; waited for an answer;* I 
rung it several times and waited 
again for an answer; an answer 
was made some time after by Mr. 
Twitchell; he unlocked the front 
door and said, ‘‘is this you, Sar- 
ah?” I said, ^‘yes; sir;” he said 
"do you think vdiere mother can 
be?” I said £dn’t know, but 
we would see;” there was no gas 
burning in the entry; there is a 
burner there and is generally 
used,^ but put out early; he had 
fio light when he came to the 
door; he had a short dark coat 
and pants on; did not observe 
whether he had boots on; don’t 
know if he fastened the front 
door when I went in ; he stopped 
behind me at the door; I went 
into the kitchen ; he left it before 
I got into the kitchen; he went 
upstairs; found the door leading 
from the entry to the kitchen 
open ; the back door of the kitch- 
en was open also; it was a cool 
evening; felt the cold air as I 
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went to the kitchen ; there was a 
lighted candle on the kitclien 
table; Mr. Twitchell did not go 
back with me into the kitchen; 
noticed no door open or shut 
when he went up stairs; went to 
close the outside kitchen door, 
which opens into a small enclosed 
yard, with Venetian slats on the 
Pine street side; the back sec* 
ond-story room extends over the 
enclosure; saw something in the 
yard; turned back, took the can- 
dle, and saw a woman lying there 
in the side-yard, outside of the 
slats ; did not go further than the 
door with the candle; was able 
with the candle-light to see what 
it was; supposed it to be Mrs. 
Hill from her being looked for; 
turned back into the kitch- 
en and called Mr. Twitch- 
ell; Mr. Twitchell said ^Svhat,” 
I think, or something like that, 
when I called him, and T called 
again for him to come down fast; 
the first answer was made some 
time after I called; the answer 
appeared to come fronj up stairs; 
did not observe a door open or 
shut before the answer; ‘‘Mr. 
Twitchell, come down fast,” were 
my words; heard no answer to 
that; he came down the front 
stairs, I think; 1 went into the 
yard, and I told him to come out ; 
I said, “Mrs. Hill was lying in 
the yard,” as I was passing into 
the yard; he asked me no ques- 
tions when he came down; did 
not take the candle to the yard ; 
went outside the Venetian blinds ; 
don’t recollect any answer when 
I said Mrs. Hill was in the yard; 
in the yard, he said, “My God! 
what’s thisf” the candle was in 
on the table; we carried in Mrs. 
Hill; he asked, would no person 
assist to carry her in; Mrs. 
Twitehdl was down there then; 
assisted him; he catched her by 


the shoulders to raise her up like; 
took hold of the body by the 
feet; the body was placed on the 
sofa in the kitchen ; Mr. Twitch- 
ell asked for water and asked for 
a doctor; water was jirocured, 
and he bathed the face of Mrs. 
Hill with a cloth; don’t know 
what else he said aher the water 
and doctor; he applied the water 
to the face repeatedly, saying 
something I don’t know; he was 
lamenting and grieving very 
hard; he said, would no person 
go for a doctor; don’t remember 
what else; can’t remember his 
words when lamenting; did not 
see him do anything hut bathe the 
head; did not obsen^e him make 
any examination of the injuries 
or limbs; wont for a doctor next, 
straight across Tenth street, out 
of the front door; did not get 
one; went hack to the house, and 
went out of the gate on Pine 
street to Mr. Mom»irH shoe store, 
on Pine street, below Tenth; I 
let myself out the gate; it was 
shut; It is fastened by a bolt, and 
was fastened by the bolt when I 
went to go to Morrell’s ; I had to 
unbolt it to get out; at Morrell’s 
told H man who cAme to the door 
that Mrs. Hill didn’t feel well, 
and Mrs. Twitchell wanted some- 
body to come over. Mrs. 
Twitchell asked me to go up- 
stairs until she got some clothing 
on, and T did so; don’t know how 
long it was while she was getting 
dressed; came out sliortly after 
she got dressed; think she came 
to the kitchen; the kitchen was 
heated by a range ; the yjoker was 
usually kept hanging up by the 
side of the range; there was a 
poker in the second-story room 
with a brass top or head on it; 
the kitchen one was the longest; 
(poker shown;) this looks like 
oiir kitchen poker, but I can’t say 
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whether it is or not; it had a 
head like this; don’t know the 
length and weight, but it is some- 
thing such as this; did not see 
any poker in the kitchen next 
day ; did not look for any; it may 
or it may not have been there, 
but did not obsen^e it ; there were 
four dogs belonging to the house; 
if they heard any noise about 
they were noisy; if they lieard 
people come in they barked ; they 
were kept up stairs, I think, in 
Mrs. Hill’s and Mr. Twitchell’s 
rooms; don’t remember seeing the 
dogs when J went in; saw them 
in Mrs. Twitcliell’s room. Mr. 
and Mrs. Twitchell occupied the 
back afiartment of the front 
building, second story; Mrs. Hill 
occiijiied tJie front second-story 
room; niy sleeping room was in 
the third-story back building. 

N o rrosfi-e^rami nafi on, 

John P, Monipomery. Reside 
next door to Mrs. Hill ; about 
half-past nine, while silting in 
my front second-story room, my 
attention was attracted by a very 
loud and unusual knock at the 
hall door; haiked out the window 
and saw a i)erson 1 could not 
recognize by sight, but wdiose 
voice T recognized as that of Mrs. 
Twitchell, who said, “There has 
been a murder in the house,” and 
requesting me to come in; did so, 
meeting Mrs. Twitchell in the 
hidlway, and following her into 
the kitchen, where I saw the body 
of Mrs. Hill on a settee, and Mr. 
Twitchell standing near the body, 
and there was a white cloth 
thrown over the face; Mr. 
Twitchell was the only person 
there then, and was requested to 
go for a doctor, and did so ; upon 
ray return, found in the kitdien 
the body in the same position, 
and several persons in the room, 
including Mr. Twitehell, standing 


quite near the body, the servant 
girl. Dr. Zantzinger, Mr. Leidy, 
Mr. Doster, and Mr. Morrell; re- 
turned to my house for a few 
minutes, and upon again return- 
ing, found the Same parties 
there. Shortly afterwards Mr. 
Twitchell was arrested, and I ac- 
companied the officer in charge 
of him to the station house; 
came back to the houlto and went 
home. On the way to the station 
Mr. Twitehell said, “Mr. Mont- 
gomery, you don’t believe I am 
guilty of this?” I replied, “I 
don’t wish to consider any one 
guilty.” At the house, when I 
saw Mr. Twitehell, he had on a 
dark coat, buttoned up high; 
could not say positively whether 
he had on a white shirt or not. 

Cross-examined. Was satisfied 
that it was Mrs. Twitchell at the 
door knocking; when she admit- 
ted me, and I met her in the 
hall, her manner a])peared agi- 
tated and distressed; the tones of 
her voice and her language indi- 
cated agitation and distress vor>' 
decidedly ; she seemed half 
dressed ; she had on a short night- 
gown ; her clothes were either 
wrapped around her or hastily 
put on. 

Mr. Mann suggested to the 
Court that the jury be allowed 
to visit the house, Tenth and Pine 
and examine it. 

The Court stated that it had 
heretofore refused this, because 
of the danger that the jury would 
be communicated with, notwith- 
standing every precaution. 

Daniel Doster. Being told 
that there was trouble in the Hill 
house, went to the place with Mr. 
Leidy. I entered, while Leidy 
went for a physician*; saw the 
body of Mrs. Hill, and Mr. 
Twitchell standing at her head, 
bathing it. I said to Mr. 
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Twitchell, **Thls is an awful 
thing — ^liow did it happen?” The 
prisoner replied, “We found her 
in tlie yard,” and asked, when 
the bell rang, “For God’s sake, 
open that gate, and let the doctor 
or somebody in!” On going to 
the door to answer the bell, saw 
a woman, who lighted the gas in 
the hall, and who then ran up- 
stairs, exclaiming, “()li, my God, 
my i>oor mother; will no one 
help me?” Twitchell had on a 
light undershirt; don’t think he 
wore a linen shirt with plaits. 
When Officer Howard brought in 
the poker from the yard some one 
exclaimed : “This is the thing that 
did the deed.” Am sure the i»ris- 
oner heard the remark and that 
be made no reply. 

Chauneey Leidy, When I came 
back from the doctor’s, T, too, 
saw Mr. Twitchell at the head of 
Mrs. Hill; examined the body; 
saw the wound in the temple; 
placed my finger in it and said to 
the prisoner, “It is not worth 
while bathing this woman, for 
she is dead,” and that she had 
been dead for some time. Mr. 
Doster and I examined the yard, 
and the dining-room and sitting- 
room; found pieces of a comb 
in the blood in the yard, and 
also a bent pair of spectacles in 
the dining-room in front of the 
sofa. Twitchell wore an under- 
shirt light in color, but no linen 
shirt. 

Officer Hchvard. After having 
examined the case for about five 
minutes I told the prisoner to 
put his cap on, as T was going 
to take him to the station-house; 
he said he wanted to change his 
clothing; said I would go with 
him; in the kitchen he had on a 
dark gray undershirt and ^ a 
brown coat; be bad not a white 
linen or muslin shirt; he had no 


white collar on ; he had boots on ; 
went up with him to his bed- 
room, second floor back room, in 
the main building; he put on a 
white shirt, a black cloth vest, 
and the same coat he had on 
doum stairs; on entering the l>ed- 
room, there were two dogs there 
— ^small dogs — one a terrier ; they 
were barking nearly all tlie time 
I was in the room; tliey were 
very noisy; wlien we came down 
stairs lie went to an entry closet 
and ]mt on a dark overcoat ; then 
we went to the stntion-lioiiso; 
searched him and locked him up; 
going to the station-hoiise lie said 
he was innocent, and did not 
blame me for doing my duty; 
when he was up in the room he 
did not put on any boots; asked 
him how the blood got on his 
white shirt ; he said lie got it 
from carrying the old lady in 
from tlie yard; 1 told liiin I 
told him T thought it could not 
be possible; there was also blood 
on liis vest and pants; when I 
went bark to the station-house 
took Mr. IVitchell oiil of the eell 
and found the blood on his M'hite 
shirt bosom, and on the lapel of 
the v'est, on the coat and jinnis, 
and spots on tlie bools; took the 
clothing oiT him; took off boots, 
pants, shirt, vest, eont, and })ut 
other clothing on him; Detective 
Warnock ordered the change. De- 
tective Warnock took charge of 
the clothing. 

Cross-examined, Didn’t hear 
the dogs bark until Mr. Twitchell 
opened the door; the bustle and 
walking about didn’t cause the 
dogs to bark; didn’t hear them 
till I got in the room; the dogs 
came towards me, and I drove 
them to one side; kept my eye 
on them to see that they didn’t 
snap at me; can’t say when I 
first saw the blood on his shirt; 
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whether it was in the bed-room 
or at the station-house; don’t 
recollect saying that the station- 
house was the first place I saw 
it; asked him twice wh^ he got 
the blood ; twice he answered he 
got it carrying the body in from 
the yard ; 1 told him it could not 
be, but don’t recollect saying that 
it was because he didn’t have it 
on at the time; the reason I gave 
him was that because it could 
not be made in that way; said 
he could not get spots on in 
that way. 

W. H, G. Morrell. I reside at 
f)28 Pine street; was informed of 
the murder about 0:30 p. m., and 
went at once over to the house, 
where we met Mrs. Twitchell in 
the entry-way, sa3dng, “Mother 
has been killed !” Asked her how 
she said, “F'ell out of the sec- 
ond-story window;” I said, “How 
could she fall out of the win- 
dow?” then followed her to the 
kitchen; Mr. Twitchell was 
standing at the head of the body 
washing it with a wet cloth; I 
said to him, “How could this be? 
How could she fall out of the 
window and injure herself so?” 
He said, “T don’t know;” while 
Dr. Zatzinger was making the ex- 
amination Mr. Twitchell was ex- 
claiming, “She is not dead.” I 
then examined the body, and 
found it cold, as if dead about 
an hour; my suspicions were 
aroused by the w^ounds that I 
saw, which I thought could not 
be done by falling out of a win- 
dow. In the yard near the screen 
I found the poker; it was lying 
in the blood where the body had 
laid. I gave it to Officer How- 
ard. We then went up stairs 
and found on the center-table a 
candle and a coal-oil lamp, both 
lit; as soon as I discovered blood 
I said: “This is the place where 


the woman has been murdered;” 
1 followed the blood to the back- 
room window, and found blood 
on the lower end of the sash, and 
also on the sill ; the gas was burn- 
ing here as well as in the kitdi- 
en; the curtains of the windows 
were down ; heretofore they were 
always up ; an officer and my^lf 
noted blood down the back stairs, 
as if some one had come up or 
went down; afterwards I went 
down stairs and asked Mr. and 
Mrs. Twitchell if there was any 
one in the house besides them; 
they said “No,” and I then said, 
“One of you two have committed 
the murder;” to which charge 
neither one made any reply; I 
insisted on the officer taking them 
in charge, which he did, taking 
them up stairs to get on some 
clothing; first saw Mr. Twitchell 
dressed in pants, undershirt 
which was dark gray, and a coat 
buttoned across; he had no col- 
lar on; he had on a light coat 
rather longer than this (coat ex- 
hibited), stayed in the room with 
the body and the officer went up 
staii-s with him; after they had 
gone to the station-house T re- 
mained to take charge of Mrs. 
Twitchell and the girl; Twitchell 
had no white shirt on when I saw 
him; it was a dark gray; after 
Mr. Twitchell went to the station- 
house had a conversation with 
Mrs. Twitchell; 1 related the cir- 
cumstances discovered, saying 
that it was not possible for any 
outside T^erson to get into the 
house, the gate being fast, and 
they being the only ones in the 
house; I said did not think it 
possible for a strange foot to 
come inside without the dogs de- * 
tecting it;” she said that her 
mother was in the habit of car- 
rying from $2,000 to $3,000 in 
her bosom, and that she had been 
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in the habit of telling people that 
she carried it there, and that they 
had come to kill her for the sake 
of the money; I said to her, ‘^No 
person isrould come into the 
house to murder her for the sake 
of the money, and expose them- 
selves by carrying and throwing 
her out of the back window;” I 
said again, that either she or him, 
or both, had committed that mur- 
der; she said, ^‘What reason 
would I have for killing my 
mother f” I said, “For the very 
reason that you named before, 
the want of the money she had 
on her”; she attempted no ex- 
planation of any kind whatever; 
she seemed as little concerned as 
a stranger, manifesting no feel- 
ing. 

Dr. Richard J, Levis, I have 
here a coat, vest, panta- 
loons, shirt, collar, cuffs, 
boots, sleeve biittom, piece 
of a blanket, a door knob, a 
piece of floor oil cloth, two pieces 
of carpet, an upper set of arti- 
ficial teeth, a candlestick, coal 
scuttle, a small clot of blood from 
a non-resisting substance, also a 
poker, all these were received 
from an officer for examination. 
Have had experience in the ex- 
amination of matters of this de- 
scription ; in all the articles there 
is positive evidence of the pres- 
ence of blood, except on tihe 
piece of carpet, where it cannot 
be traced, and on one of the 
metallic sleeve buttons, where it 
is probable blood has been, but 
it cannot be determined; where 
spots or stains cover a large ex- 
tent of surface, the prince of 
blood is apparent to ordinary vis- 
utd observation, and a low mag- 
nifying power will show it in the 
meAes; the blood here presents 
three forms : sprinkled spots, 
larger soaked spots, and smeared 


places; the sprinkled spots indi- 
cate that the blood was in a fluid 
state, and scattered with uni- 
formity; the soaked spots show 
that fluid blood had fallen and 
dried .where it fell; smeared 
blood indicated that some sub- 
stance had passed over the spot, 
or there was friction, or it came 
in contact with clots; all the pro- 
cess of ascertaining the presence 
of blood was gone through with 
to an elaborate degree; the blood 
presents the characteristics of the 
blood corpuscle of the mammal; 
the coat had sprinkled spots, 
larger soaked places and 
smeared places ; there is a 
marked smeared place on the left 
side near the collar, and on the 
front; the soaked spot is on the 
right cuff of the coat — ^very 
marked; the sprinkled spots are 
very abundant on the front and 
the sleeve; counted forty-five 
spots on the front of the right 
sleeve; the vest had one marked 
smeared place and some exudence 
of sprinkles; in the examination 
of the coat it is evident the coat 
was not buttoned, as there are 
decided markings of blood on 
places that would be covered if 
buttoned; the pantaloons present 
sprinkled spots and^ also soiling 
as of blood in a diluted condi- 
tion; the boots were sprinkled 
on their tops, and some slight 
staining along the edges of the 
soles; the two pieces of blanket 
are both marked with blood 
stains, it has no distinct form, it 
is decidedly blood, and has more 
the appearance of being smeared 
on: the oil cloth is well marked 
with blood; the door knobs were 
marked wiA blood — ^both knobs; 
examined the poker last evening, 
found blood on it, and one grav 
human hair, and some fragments 
of wool and cotton; the blood ex- 
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tends at least a third of the way 
up ; the sprinkled spots might be 
made by jets or spattered from a 
body living or very recently dead, 
they would also be thrown from 
a bloody weapon; saw the spots 
on the wall of the building; those 
on the wall were sprinkled spots. 

Cross-examined. Man, and 
most of the domestic quadrupeds 
belong to the mammals; where a 
man was carrying a body where 
the hair was filled with blood, T 
think it would gravitate down 
and not sprinkle. 

Lieut, Connelly. Was at Mrs. 
Hill’s house the morning after 
the murder, between eight and 
nine o’clock*; had a conversation 
with Mr. Twitchell at the sta- 
tion4iouse; asked him if he want- 
ed to see counsel about his case 
and he said he didn’t think it 
was necessary, as there seemed 
to be a fatality about it; asked 
him how he accounted for the 
blood on his elofliing, and he 
said he got it carrying the corpse 
in from the yard ; asked him how 
he got the blood on his shirt, and 
to that he made no rejily. 

Cross-examined. My conver- 
sation was not the same as that 
referred to by Officer Howard, 
as Howard was not present at 
mine; Twitchell used the word 
^‘corpse;” he did not say ‘‘Mrs. 
Hill.” 

Officer Wamock. On the knob 
of the door inside T found, what 
appeared to be one drop of blood, 
the center of it appeared to have 
been cleaned out, but the outlines 
were perfect; there were some 
slight drops of blood on the oil 
cloth towards the door; they were 
specks, not drops; they were 
inside the room, between the sofa 
and the door; they extended to 
within a very short distance of 


the door; there were specks on 
the marble-top table standing in 
front of the sofa, about the cen- 
ter of the room; found specks 
. on the chandelier; there were 
specks on the glass globes ; exam- 
ined the fire, it had apparently 
been made up freshly, and upon 
the top of it was a lot of ashes of 
burnt paper; 1 took some of the 
ashes out and saw that it had 
been printed matter of some kind, 
the only piece T could presence I 
put in the dish of the candle- 
i«lv — T left it there. Next went 
to the prisoner’s room ; examined 
the room; looked at the wash- 
basin to see if there were any 
traces of washing blood; found 
none; on the bureau there was a 
collar and a pair of cuffs with 
sleeve buttons in them, the sleeve 
buttons were marked “G. R. T. ;” 
these were the cuffs and collars 
I took to Dr. Levis; took them 
from the house out of Mr. Hag- 
ert’s hands on the 26lli of No- 
vember; they were still in the 
same room where I saw them that 
night; did not obsen^e any pok- 
er there in the kitchen that night ; 
found a long probe or rod, but 
not what is called a poker; this 
iron rod was hanging by the 
range; there was a poker in the 
dining-room; (poker with brass 
knob produced — not the one with 
blood on it;) noticed the bodv of 
Mrs. Hill that night; she had on 
a cap or hood, or something of 
that kind; it was on the head 
■when T saw the body; her hair 
was not loose; it appeared to be 
confined bv the can or hood. 
This bloody handkerchief T found 
on the floor in the kitchen, it ap- 
pears like the one that was on 
Mrs. Hill’s head that night; this 
towel (bloody) was got the next 
day, stuck on the Venetian blinds, 
above the hydrant; this is the 
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]mn that was in the kitchen with 
bloody water in it, used in wash- 
ing the head ; the box is a collar- 
box, which 1 first took to the 
prisoner, and which 1 afterwards 
got back from him; in making 
my examination of the doors, 
windows and shutters, found no 
marks of violence or blood. The 
rear gate and shutters I found 
all locked and secured. 1 was 
present at the examination of 
Mrs. HilPs room the next day, 
1 examined it partly that night; 
examined the washstand that 
night to see if there was any 
bloody water; there was no dis- 
order there; there was a ward- 
robe and bureau in Mrs. Hill’s 
room ; we examined the ‘ward- 
robe ; one side was open, the oth- 
er side was locked; there were 
two doors to it ; inside the ward- 
robe there are two compartments, 
each door closing a distinct com- 
partment; tliere were dresses and 
other things on tlie shelves, and 
near the toi» were two jaiper box- 
es; in the paper box there was 
$320 — three $50 notes, some $10’s 
and $5’s; there was brought out 
at the same time a diamond clus- 
ter ring, and a pair of diamond 
ear-rings, also a due bill or note 
of Geo. S. Twitcliell for $50; had 
a conversation witli the prisoner 
after his arrest; w^ent to the sta- 
tion-house with Officer Howard; 
I told him to take off his outside 
clothing; he took it off; exam- 
ined the coat he had then on ; ex- 
amined his vest, and asked him 
how he got all that blood on it; 
he said by carrying Mrs. Hill in 
out of the yard; next examined 
the shirt, and asked how came 
this here — the blood; he said he 
didn’t know; told him to take off 
his boots, and he then asked me 
if I was going to strip him; told 
him not quite, that I would send 


him other clothing; told him to 
put on his overcoat. 

Cross-examined. In looking at 
the means of escape, did see two 
ash barrels in the yard, to some 
men it would not be easy to get 
on those barrels and spring over 
the fence; the top of the fence 
is more than three or four feet 
from the top of the barrels; the 
fence is about eight or nine feet 
to the top of the rail; did not try 
to see if one could stand on the 
barrels and reach the top. 

Joseph Gilbert. Am a real es- 
tate broker; was so in LStiG, 
at that time knew Mary E. Hill, 
also knew George S. Twitcliell; 
acted as the broker for General 
Pleasanton in the sale of the 
property at Tenth and Pine 
streets; I sold the proi>erty for 
him to Mrs. Hill, about IRfiff, ftir 
$16,800; had several interviews 
with Mrs. Hill about tlie sale; 
Mr. Tw’itchell was present; my 
bargain was with Mrs. Hill; aft- 
er ‘we agreed upon terms 1 drew 
up an agreement in favor of Mrs. 
Hill, and handed it to Mr. 
Twitcliell, and he said he wanted 
the agreement in his nnine, 
which was done; Mrs. Hill was 
not then present. 

Mr. Mann. Was the agree- 
ment in writing? Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mann. We object, then. 

Mr. Gilbert. That agreement 
went into the liands of Gen. 
Pleasanton. 

Mr. Mann. We ask the Toiift 
to strike this from the evidence. 

Judge Brewster. He has not 
given the contents. 

Mr. Mann. The agreement will 
give the person in whose name 
it was made. We should not be 
at the mercy of a witness, when 
the paper is in existence. We 
ask &at the jury be instructed to 
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disregard the evidence. Let the 
agreement be produced. 

Judge Brewster. The words 
“which was done” are stricken 
out. 

Mr. Qilhert. Mr. Twitchell 
objected to the agreement being 
in Mrs. Hill’s name, and asked 
it to be in his name, after Mrs. 
Hill and Mrs. Twitchell had left; 
next saw Mr. Twitchell on the 
evening of the same day, when 
he called and gave me $1,000, on 
account of the purchase money; 
he said then that he wanted the 
deed made in his wife’s name; I 
asked him who his scrivener was; 
he said he had no particular one, 
and I said 1 could recommend 
one, and out of a number that I 
named, he selected Mr. Ed. R. 
Jones; the following day I met 
him at Mr. Jones’ office. 

Mr. 0*Byrne said they would 
object to this testimony unless 
the Commonwealth would Istate 
the purpose. 

Mr. Hagert. We propose to 
prove by this and other witness- 
es that Mrs. Hill purchased the 
house N. E. corner of Tenth and 
Pine streets with her own money ; 
that the prisoner, without her 
knowledge and consent procured 
the conveyance to be made in the 
name of his wife; that this fact 
came to the knowledge of Mrs. 
Hill some time in the summer of 
1868, and was communicated to 
her by a third party. 

Mr. Mann. To which we have 
no objection. 

Mr. Gilbert. The matter was 
left in the hands of the scrivener; 
was present at the execution of 
the deed and the payment of the 
money; Gen. Pleasanton, Thos. 
Williamson, Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Twitchell and myself were pres- 
ent; Mrs. Hill was not present; 
saw her afterwards in July last. 


Mr. Hagert. Had you, or had 
you not, up to that time com* 
municated to Mrs. Hill the fact 
that the deed was not in her 
name? I did not converse with 
Mrs. Hill after the deed until 
July, 1868, and had no corre- 
spondence with her; Mrs. 
Twitchell, in the presence of her 
htuband, deposited with me a 
will. That is the paper; returned 
it in July, 1868; 1 received it 
about the date of it, October 10th, 
1866; surrendered the will at Mr. 
Twitchell’s own request; a short 
time after I sold the house he 
came to me and said the old lady 
had put a large silver plate upon 
the door, and asked what he 
should do; told him he had better 
leave it be; at another conversa- 
tion he stated that he had had a 
terrible time with the old lady; 
asked what was the matter, and 
he said “She accused me of rob- 
bing her:” told him he should not 
stay there; there were several 
conversations, and I always cau- 
tioned him about making such 
remarks, as I did not consider 
them to be prudent; he came on 
one occasion and said, that a very 
good thing could be made by buy- 
ing the interest of the heirs of 
Mrs. Hill, as they could be 
bought for one half, or one-third 
at the extreme, and the old lady 
would not live long; he seemed 
to argue that she would not live 
long; at other times he argued 
that she would live long; when he 
was telling about his troubles, I 
said he had better submit, and he 
argued that she would live long; 
I said that whenever I saw her 
she seemed kind and pleasant, 
and he said: "0 yes, whenever 
anybody is present;” he always 
manifested a feeling at these in- 
temews, and I always made it a 
point to suppress it; he called 
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her "an old b— h;” he has said 
that he would "kill the old 

b ^h,” that was more than 

once; invariably I cautioned him 
against making such threats, and 
told him that he ought to leave 
the house if he had so much 
trouble; I met him daily until 
within six or eight months ago; 
met him when he kept horses in 
Tenth str^t, near Walnut; these 
conversations would occur on Ae 
way from the stable; several 
times I was compelled to pull my- 
self away from him; stated to 
Mr. Twitchell that his mother- 
in-law and Mrs. Henderson had 
called to see me, and that she 
said her daughter and he had 
robbed her at several times; that 
she placed money in the wmrd- 
robe and bureau and cupboard — 
$1,000 and $1,500, and parts of 
the money had been taken at sev- 
eral times; I told him I did not 
feel safe holding that will any 
longer; he said he would take the 
will ; I declined to leave him have 
the will, as it was entrusted to 
me by his wife, and I asked for 
an order from his wife; he 
an order and he got the^ will; 
don’t think he said anything in 
regard to what Mrs. Hill had 
said. 

Cross-examined. These talks 
about the mother-in-law were 
about a year ago; we used some- 
times to go out riding together; 
1 showed Mrs. Twitchell’s will to 
Mrs. Hill; it was a will leaving 
her property to her husband, and 
not to her mother; I did not 
think this a betrayal of trust, as 
I considered it unsafe to hold the 
will after the fearful story Mjrs. 
Hill had given me of this man’s 
conduct. 

Joseph Renderson. Knew 
Mrs. Hill for twenty-eix years; 
she was Samuel Hill’s widow; he 


died in February, 1866. Mr. and 
Mrs. Twitchell had been married 
about a year at the time of Mr. 
Hill’s death ; was her agent after 
the death of Mr. Hill, and vis- 
ited her at Tenth and Pine sts. 
several times. Mrs. Hill and Mr. 
Twitchell appeared to be friendly 
until July last; called at Mrs. 
Hill’s residence the latter part 
of July. Mr. Twitchell was pres- 
ent at one of the interviews. He 
came in after the interview, in 
a ve^ excited state, his wife go- 
ing xor him, and asked why I 
came there, making a disturb- 
ance in the family, and said, "I 
give you ten minutes to get out 
of this house.” I told him I was 
in no hurry. He said I had bet- 
ter attend to my business, and 
gave me ten minutes more. He 
said if I didn’t go, he would take 
me out with a police officer. Told 
him that would be a better way. 
The last payment I made to Mrs. 
Hill, was the Friday before the 
murder, two hundred and seven- 
ty-six dollars and sixty-five cents. 

Cross-examined. I estimated 
her personal estate at about thir- 
ty-five thousand dollars; it was 
all in money. She had a life-es- 
tate in Mr. Hill’s real estate. I 
collected the ground rents, and 
she collected the house rents, as- 
sisted by Mr. Twitchell. The 
rental for the present year, 
ground rents and house rents, 
was upwards of six thousand dol- 
lars. After her death the prop- 
erty went to Mr. Hill’s relations. 
She did not deposit her money in 
bank to my knowledge; do not 
know where she kept it. The en- 
dorsement on the package of title 
papers is, "Title papers of prem- 
ises Tenth and Pine stimts, be- 
longing to Mrs. Camilla E. 
Twitchell.” Never saw her place 
her money in her bosom. 
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Edward B. Jones, I prejiared 
the deed for the house, Tenth and 
Pine sts. to Camilla E. Twitchell 
by Mr. Twitchell’s direction ; Mrs. 
Hill was not present at the time. 
He hi'st directed it to be made in 
his own name, but afterwards in 
his wife's. He made the endorse- 
ment on the bundle (referred to 
by Mr. Henderson.) After the 
execution of the deed, I placed 
it on record, and afterwards gave 
it to Mrs. Twitchell. 

Cross-examined. He never 
mentioned Mrs. Hill’s name in 
connection with the deed, first, 
last, or any time. 

Mr. Mann asked that permis- 
sion be given to have the clothes 
of the prisoner submitted to ex- 
amination by a physician of the 
defendant’s selection. 

The Court said that the 
clothes might be examined in an 
adjoining room. 

The Counsel was then asked to 
name the person to whom the 
clotlies were to be given, but de- 
clining to do so, the matter was 
dropped. 

Samuel T. Davidson, Am an 
officer of the First National 
Bank of Camden. In November 
last, George S. Twitchell kept an 
account in the bank; there have 
been no transactions between him 
and <he bank since November 
10th; on the 20th, his balance 
was two dollars and ninety-four 
cents. At one time his account 
was overdrawn four hundred and 
eleven dollars and ninety cents. 

A, B, Warden. Am a jeweller. 
Fifth and Chestnut streets; 
know the prisoner. On Novem- 
ber 21st the prisoner applied to 
me for a loan of fifty dollars; 
did not loan it. 

Edward F. Morgan. Am a 
member of the firm of Morgan & 
Orr. The prisoner is indebted 


to us about five hundred dollars, 
a portion of it is a note we got 
discounted for his accommo^- 
tion, and the other for incidental 
work to his engine. He started 
operations in Camden about the 
middle of May last. 

Cross-examined, He pur- 
chased a steam engine and boiler 
for twelve hundred dollars; he 
paid in cash six hundred dollars, 
and gave a note for the balance; 
that note was paid; that was not 
the accommodation note; that 
note came due last Friday. 

Detective Taggart. Made an 
examination of the safe of the 
prisoner at Camden at Mr. 
Twitcbell’s place of business; he 
kept a place for manufacturing 
shingles ; the safe contained books 
and papers pertaining to his 
business, contained his accounts 
and memorandum of notes; 
found a book of notes payable; 
there was a bill of Vanleer to the 
defendant for one hundred and 
ninety-eight dollars — it was an 
unreceipted bill; also a note due 
to Derby & Weatherly for four 
hundred and thirty-six dollars 
and fifty cents, due November 2.-h 
1868. in the bank book, the bal- 
ance marked was two dollars and 
ninety-four cents. Also, found a 
note to Morgan & Orr for four 
hundred dollars. 

(The various articles of cloth- 
ing, etc., used in the progress of 
the case were next given in evi- 
dence.) 

Mr. Mann said the Common- 
wealth was ready to allow any 
proper pereon to examine these 
articles, under such protection as 
may insure their safe return. 

The Court fixed Saturday 
morning at half past nine o’clock 
in the presence of the Judges 
and counsel for the examination. 

Mr. Mann said that the defense 
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desired time to consider this 
modification of the order, before 
it was accepted, unless it was 
understood that the Jud^s were 
not to be present at the exam- 
ination. 

Judge Brewster said that the 


Court considered it necessary and^ 
prudent to be present. 

(A large model of the house 
at Tentli and Pine streets was 
brought into court. It was con- 
structed in such a way that the 
interior can be seen.) 


MR. PRATT, OPENING FOR THE DEFENSE. 

Mr. Pratt began by giving the leading points of the testi- 
mony. It was admitted that Mrs. Hill was murdered; but 
not by the prisoner. The evidence against him was purely 
circumstantial, and was, therefore, to be carefully weighed 
by the jury, and no verdict should go against him unless it 
was conclusive. The defense would put in evidence the good 
character of the prisoner, to show that he was a kind-hearted 
and humane man. They would prove that the prisoner could 
have had no motive to commit a deed like this. They would 
prove that Mrs. Hill’s husband left a will, by which a large 
estate was given to Mrs. Hill for life, and then to his, not her 
heirs. The prisoner and the mother had pleasant relations — 
there w^ere no (juarrels between them ; shown from the declara- 
tion of the deceased, that she gave the house, at Tenth and 
Pine, to her daughter, the wdfe of the prisoner ; that she said 
it was her intention that her daughter should be cared for; 
that all the furniture in the house was purchased in the name 
of Mrs. Twitchell; that, with Mrs. Hill’s death, the large* in- 
come would cease, and therefore they had nothing to gain by 
her death. That it was the habit to take the dogs up stairs 
early in the evening; that they did not bark when the Com- 
monw’ealth’s witnesses entered the house. We will show that 
the room in which the murder was committed had but one 
door, and it was closed, and the distance to the bed-room of 
the prisoner was too great to allow him to hear while he w'as 
asleep. We will show you that the wounds on Mrs. Hill ’s head 
could be inflicted by other instruments than a poker ; that not 
a dollar of the missing money had been traced to the defend- 
ant; that Mrs. Hill frequently stated that the house at Tenth 
and Pine was for her daughter; that the furniture in the 
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house was purchased in the name of Mrs. Twitchell ; that the 
prisoner’s credit was good; that Joseph Gilbert was not to be 
believed ; and that other persons were in the house. 

THE RVIDENCE FOR THE DEFENSE. 


Mr. McNee. The fence was 
five feet nine inches to the top 
of the board, and the ornamental 
railing adds twenty inches. There 
is a tree in the yard close to the 
fence, and also two ash barrels. 

Franklin Bemne, Chaa Malon- 
ey, Richard Skinner, Joshua Ab- 
bott, Joseph Daniels and An- 
drew Glading testified to the good 
character of the prisoner. 

R. J. Bobbins. Am a builder; 
considerable noise could be made 
in the dining-room without being 
heard in the second-story bed- 
room; I was in the back bed- 
room and could not be heard hal- 
looing or pounding in the dining- 
room. 

Cross-emamined. Mr. W. Ea- 
sier and Mr. Mather were the 
gentlemen who remained in the 
dining-room; this was one day 
this week, between 12 and 3 
o’dock; I was there last Satur- 
day with William Stmthers and 
Frank Oatchell; Mr. Bender was 
with us when we made the ex- 
X>eriment;. we resumed our posi- 
tions, and were there about half 
an hour; when we went in, Mr. 
Bender cried out as a person 
would who was being muidered; 
I was in the dining-room when 
Mr. Bender made this noise. 

Mr. Long. I have known the 
defendant for fourteen years; his 
character was good; I have seen 
him at Tenth and Pine streets 
with Mrs. Hill; was at the pris- 
oner’s place of business on the 
Tuesday before Mrs. Hill was 
killed; the prisoner was there, 


and he took me around among 
his stock. 

, Cross-examined. He did not 
tell me that there was a chattel 
mortgage on his place of $1,500; 
did not tell me he was in debt 
for rent ; saw but two dogs in the 
house at Tenth and Pine; he left 
Carpenter’s Landing about four 
years ago ; he went into business, 
[ think, about a year ago. 

Ellen Dolan. Lived with Mrs. 
Hill ; went there to live last May; 
left her last July, and then came 
back; was two months away from 
her, but with that exception 1 
livi^ with her all that time: Mrs. 
Hill hired me; I was to do the 
down stairs work ; Mrs. Hill and 
Mrs. Twitchell did the chamber 
work; they used to sit in the din- 
ing-room over the kitchen after 
supper; Mr. and Mrs. T^vitchell 
retired many a time to their room 
between 7 and 8 o’clock; very 
often Mrs. Hill, after Mr. and 
Mrs. Twitchell had gone to bed, 
would bring the newspaper and 
read the news to me; I went to 
bed at all times before 10 o’clock ; 
Mrs. Hill usually stayed up after 
I went to bed; Mrs. Hill gener- 
ally attended the door; have 
heard the bell ring after going 
to bed ; but if my door was clos^ 
in the winter I did not hear it; 
in the summer I heard it, b^ 
cause my doors and windows 
would be open and hoisted; Mrs. 
Hill attended the door after I 
went to bed ; she carried a can- 
dlestick and candle through the 
house at all hours of the night; 

T have seen her with a candle in 
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the yard after 12 oVdoek at ni^t. 

CroBB-^xamined, live in Rich- 
mond; am out of employment; 
went to Mr« Lewia’ in Walnut 
Btreet, after I left Mra. Hill’s, 
and lived there until about four 
weeks ago; am married; there 
was no other servant in the house 
while I was living with Mrs. 
Hill; the two months I was away 
was during the winter and 1 
came back last spring; Mr. and 
Mrs. Twitchell would go to their 
room immediately after supper, 
unless he read the paper; he 
came home to dinner on week 
da^, but seldom on Sundays; 
believe there was a lounge in his 
room; was in there but twice; 
there was no fire there last win- 
ter; when I was in the room it 
was daytime, and was never there 
at night, and do not know what 
they did when they went there. 
Mrs. Hill had the care of her 
two dogs herself; they used to 
follow her about the house, and 
were generally with her. Mrs. 
Twitchell’s dogs I alwajrs saw 
taken with them into their room 
after tea; don’t know where Mrs. 
Hill’s dogs slept; they went to 
bed with her when she went to 
bed; they used to lie under the 
sofa, or about it, up stairs, in the 
dining-room, until she went to 
bed, so far as my knowledge 
goes. 

The following witnesses testi- 
fied that the prisoner’s character 
for peace, good order and hu- 
manity was good: John R. 
SickleB, Samuel WUUb, Joseph 
Norris. William MidJleton. Rob- 
ert Hughes, James Logan, George 
Holloway, Daniel Outerhridge, 
Isaac Keitz, Horace Hamit, 
Jacob Hinchman, Albert Dan- 
iel, Leonard Fisler. Bartle Kelly, 
Leonard Jump, Phylis Fisler. 
CkartoB Kidd, William Zeiss, J. 


S. Thom, John MeCuOough, 
George Home, Samuel Limes, 
William Gregg and Charles M. 
Hollingshead. These witnessM 
had known the prisoner for peri- 
ods ranging from four to twenty 
years, and include the time he 
had lived in New Jersey, at Car- 
penter’s Landing, and while he, 
(four years ago) did business in 
the Dock street market. 

James P. Meade, In April 
1866, Mrs. Twitchell and Mrs. 
Hill purchased silver plated ware 
and the bill was made out to Mrs. 
Twitchdl. 

John C. Hopkins, In April, 
1866, I sold queensware,^ and it 
was charged to Mrs. Twitchell. 

James H, Cornwell, In May, 
1866, Mr. and Mrs. Twitdiell and 
Mrs. Hill selected carpets, and 
the bill was charged to Mrs. 
Twitchell, and Mr. Twitchell paid 
the bill. 

George J. Henkels, Sold a 
bill of furniture in May, 1866, 
and Mr. Twitchell paid the bill. 

Ellen Dolan (recalled.) ^ Mrs. 
Hill used to come to the kitchen 
and talk to me; she said to me 
several times that the house and 
furniture, and all in the house 
except the piano, were Mrs. 
Twitchell’s; that all was bought 
in her name; I asked her how 
about the piano, and she said 
that was ^rMiUa’s,” if she would 
learn to play. 

Thomas E, Carter. Knew 
Mrs. Hill in her lifetime; recol- 
lect a conversation with Mrs. Hill 
about this property; in Novem- 
ber, 1866, she came to nurchase 
house furnishing articles; she 
seemed very familiar and asked 
roe what rent I paid, told her 
four hundred and flftv dollars, 
and she told me 1 ^nld have had 
her store for three hundred and 
fifty dollars; told her I wanted 
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a house and store together, and 
she said I could have had the 
house; I asked if she did not live 
there, as I supposed she did; ihe 
house was Tenth street, above 
Walnut; she said she did not 
live there, as she bad bought a 
piece of property at Tenth and 
Pine for the children, and was 
then living with them. 

Charlotte Eiaenhauer. Knew 
Mrs. Hill at the time and before 
she went to Tenth and Pine; she 
came to see me very often some 
years ago, but not within eight 
or nine months; saw her last in 
her house at Tenth and Pine; was 
there six or seven times; Mrs. 
Hill showed zOe all over the 
bouse, and said it was too large 
for her, but she bought it for 
Camilla, so that she could have 
a nice home; at another time she 
said, "whenever I can get pos- 
session of my house up Tenth 
street I shall move back, for I 
feel lonely in this house, it is too 
large.^’ When she showed me the 
parlor she said she was a good 
mother to Camilla, for she and 
George wanted to live in style, 

CrosH-examined. She took me 
through the house about four 
weeks after she moved there; 
Mrs. Twitchell was present at 
the time; I think April last was 
the last time I saw Mrs. Hill ; it 
was then she spoke of getting 
possession of the house on Tenth 
street, near Walnut. 

JF?. B, Easier, I corroborate the 
testimonv of Mr. Dobbins in re- 
gard to hearing sound in the 
house at Tenth and Pine; I re- 
mained in the dining-room, 
stamping and hallooing and cry- 
ing murder; while the other gen- 
tlemen were in the back bed- 
room ; then changed my position 
to the bed-room and listened to 
the others who were in the din- 


ing-room and could not hear any 
noise; it is twenty-two to twen- 
ty-four feel from the back bed- 
room to the door of the dining- 
room ; the doors are very thick — 
two inches. 

Mr, HoUingshead. Examined 
the prisoner’s stock of goods at 
Camden, and found, by count, 
1)9,328 shingles; the machinery in 
the place is worth at least $5,000 ; 
counted today, in addition to the 
59,328, about 5,000 common 
shingles. 

Cross-examined, The shingles 
now belong to a Mr. Wallace; he 
furnished the logs; the defendant 
is indebted to me $130. 

John McCullough, The real 
value of the property at the 
stable owned by the prisoner was 
about $1,200; it has been sold, 
and realized $960. 

Cross-examined, It was a set 
of shingle harness, a set of double 
harness, a horse, and he had a 
ho4^ and colt in the country, 
which were sold together; he 
had no phaeton at the time 
of the sale; the sale took 
place about three weeks ago; 
since the murder; the phaeton 
was sold a year ago; these were 
driving horses. 

John Crump. Am a builder; 
have known Joseph Gilbert eigh- 
teen or twenty years, and knew 
other persons who knew him ; his 
character for truth is very bad; 
consider him a dangerous man; 
could not place reliance upon 
what he swears to. 

Cross-examined, Ceased to be 
good friends with Mr. Gilbert 
about 1852, never spoke to him 
but once since. 

J. S. Thorn, Have known Mr. 
Gilbert three years ; his character 
for truth is bad, and would not 
believe him on oath. 

Cross-examined. He has me 
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under arrest to keep the peace; 
he has issued a writ of replevin 
to recover goods from me. 

Wm. Zeiss. Mr. Gilbert’s char- 
acter for truth was bad. 

Cross-examined, Heard Mr. . 
Crump, Mr. Esler, Mr. Thom 
and Mr. McCullough say his 
character for truth was bad; can 
not mention any other names; 
heard Mr. McCullough say so 
since this trial. 

William Gregg, Have known 
Gilbert since July last; met him 
a few times at Vanlee’s stables; 
his character for truth is decid- 
edly bad. 

Cross-examined, Heard Mr. 
Vanleer and Mr. McCullough 
speak of it; Mr. Vanleer said he 
came there and said things he 
did not believe; Mr. McCullough 
said he made false statements 
several times; Mr. McCullough 
spoke of it a month ago; about 
the same time lieard Dr. Taylor 
say he would not believe him — 
that he was a dangerous man. 

Robert B, Esler. Have known 
Mr. Gilbert since 1854 ; his repu- 
tation for truth is bad. 

Julius Fink. Have known Mr. 
Gilbert since 1845; his reputa- 
tion for truth is bad. Have been 
comjielled to sue Mr. Gilbert for 
money. 

George Horne. Have known 
Mr. Gilbert three years; Ins rep- 
utation for truth is very bad. 

George 8. Twitchell, Sr. Am 
sixty-five years of age; at the 
time this happened 1 was living 
in Thirteenth street, near Vine; 
I am a widower; my wife died 
sixteen or seventeen years ago; 
she died in my house in Tenth 
street, opposite the Jefferson Col- 
lege; she never was insane; she 
never was in an insane asylum. 

Mr. Hagert objected. 

Mr. Mann said he thought his 


duty to this man required him 
to make the statements he was 
about to give. Over one hundred 
thousand copies of the story had 
been circulated before this trial, 
that tlus witness, by his conduct, 
drove his wife to tlie insane 
as^dum. He will be i>ointed out 
as the man who did that thing, 
and we want to show this jury 
at the outset that this witness is 
not the George S. Twitchell wlio 
drove his wife to the insane asy- 
lum. 

^ The Court sustained the objec- 
tion and the evidence was not ad- 
mitted. 

Mr. Twitchell. Was sent for 
on the night of the murder; w’as 
with Mrs. Twitchell all night and 
did not see my son until the (!'or- 
oner’s inquest was held; Mrs. 
Twitchell gave me some articles 
of jewelry when she was about 
to be taken into custody. 

8, TF. Gross^ M. D, Am a phy- 
sician; 1 am one of the lecturers 
at Jefferson (’ollege; one of the 
colleagues of Dr. Ijevis; have hud 
large experience in surgical mal- 
adies and diseases; am familiar 
with blood stains; have exam- 
ined the clothing ])roduced in this 
case as carefully as T could in 
three hours’ examination; exam- 
ined it last Saturday; examined 
it wdth the naked eye and with 
glasses; not with the microscope; 
that would only have satisfied me 
that the blood was that of a mam- 
mal. 

Mr. Mann. Are you enabled to 
account for the sprinkled s}>otH 
upon the coat, vest, and panta- 
loons, upon any other theory 
than that of infliction of wounds 
by the wearer of the clothes? I 
am. l^pon what hypoWiesis or 
theory? I think the s]K>ts could 
have "got ujmn the coat, the vest 
and the pantaloons, and upon 
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the boots, with the exception of 
the upper side of the left, boot, 
high up, unless the pants had 
been rolled or pulled up. What 
is your theoryf The spots on 
the boots could be made by step- 
ping into the blood in the yard, 
in carrying in a body from the 
ard to the kitchen, and by 
athing the head. Could you ac- 
count for these sprinkles upon 
the clothing by the falling back 
of the head into a pool of un- 
coagulated blood t I could. If 
the prisoner’s body had been in 
a stooping position, and when 
the head was raised it had fallen 
suddenly backwards, and a quan- 
tity of blood had fallen from the 
wounds in the head into the pool 
of uncoagulated blood beneath, 
might or might not these sprin- 
kles upon the clothes have been 
thus madef Very many of 
them. Do you feel very confident 
of that? I do. Could or could 
not the sprinkled spots upon the 
right sleeve have b^n very read- 
ily made in this wayf I think 
they could. Could you account 
for any of these spots by the 
shaking of the headt I could. 
Can you explain any of them as 
being made while bathing the 
beadf I could. Be good enough 
to explain howf Do you refer 
to the sprinkled or smeared? I 
refer to the sprinkled spots. 
Sprinkled spots of diluted blood 
might very readily be thrown 
upon these articles of clothing, 
which have been enumerated, by 
carrying the hand, holding the 
substance with which the head 
was bathed, to the vessel contain- 
ing the water, to the head, and 
from the head back to the ves- 
sel. Could you as a surgeon, 
ealm, cool,* and collected, have 
performed this operation of 
bathing the head without sprink- 


ling your own clothes? I could 
not, unless 1 protected my 
clothes. 

Cross-examined. The pene- 
trating wound could not be in- 
flicted with the dipsie, and you 
could not make it with the poker, 
not such a penetrating wound as 
this, where the-surrounding bone 
was broken; ,the tongue of the 
poker would make a clean cut; 
lacerated wounds on the head 
might be produced by a poker; a 
skull is not necessarily strong 
Realise it is thick; in old age it 
is said the bones of the skull be- 
come more brittle; there are 
cases in the books of fracture of 
the skull with an ordinary walk- 
ing stick. 

Jfr. HagerU Do you not 
know that in Oottleib William’s 
case a skull had been fractured 
with a cane? I do not know 
anything about the medical tes- 
timony in that case. Do you not 
know that in the Webster case he 
killed Dr. Parkman by striking 
him on the head with a piece of 
grape vine? I do not know. 

Dr. F, F. Murray. Am a pro- 
fessor at Jefferson College, and 
Surgeon at the hospital and col- 
league of Dr. Levis. Have read 
the evidence in regard to carry- 
ing the body into the house, and 
the bathing of the head by the 
prisoner, and have examined the 
head with the naked eye, but not 
chemically or microscopically ; 
noticed the marks of what I be- 
lieved to be sprinklings; these 
sprinkled spots, the circum- 
stances being favorable for the 
non-coagulation of blood; when 
an individual is handling a body 
dipped in blood, experience has 
taught me that it was impossible 
to do so without the person ma- 
nipulating getting more or less 
bloody; there must be two causes 
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at work at the same time, to pro- 
duce a Bmear and a sorinkle; it 
is a possibility that the sprinldes 
came from carr3ring the body and 
bathing the bloody head, if the 
effort was a protracted one; if* 
in raising the body the head had 
fallen back in the pool, many of 
the sprinkles could have been 
formed; the sprinkles would have 
taken place in all directions. 

Croas^xamined. It would be 
a difficult matter to determine a 
month after the blood on these 
garments, whether it was diluted 
blood ; blood in a cold atmosphere 
will not coagulate so rapidly, 
might be a half an hour; in car- 
rying a body and stooping over 
to raise it, the legs of the pants 
would be likely to receive the 
most of the sprinkles; I found 
very few on these pants; not 
near so many as on the coat 
sleeve. 

Sardk Bouvier, I lived with 
Mrs. Hill at Tenth and Pine, a 
year ago; was there five weete; 
had every Thursday afternoon 
and every other Sunday, out. 
While I was there, they were on 
good terms, and never knew Mr. 
Twitchell to be out after ten 
o’clock. After supper Mr. and 
Mrs. Twitchell usually retired to 
their bedroom. 

To Mr. Mann. Mrs. Hill used 
to shut up the house while I was 
there; went to bed about ten. 
Mrs. Hill and I used to sit in the 
kitchen after Mr. and Mrs. 
Twitdiell went to bed, about an 
hour, or half hour. I left her up, 
and she would go about to see if 
the house was fastened. She was 
old and forgetful, and one morn- 
ing, when 1 got up, I found the 
door on a crack. I was at Mrs. 
Hill’s about six weeks before she 
was killed; it was in the after- 
noon; Mrs. Twitchell was read^ 


ing the paper beside her, and was 
kind and affectionate to her. 
Mrs. Hill at that time was very 
kind and cheerfuL Have been 
present when money was paid to 
Mrs. Hill ; a man came there one 
evening and paid her; she put 
the money in her bosom; she car- 
ried money in her bosom some- 
times; have seen her have pack- 
ages of greenbacks. 

Cross-examined. Was five 
weeks in the house; didn’t know 
Mrs. Hill before 1 went there; 
all this attachment and fondness 
arose in the five weeks ; 1 left be- 
cause when I would be working 
she would tease me; I didn’t wish 
to stay, because I could^ not get 
along with my work with her; 
did ^tter when she was away ; T 
mean when she was out of the 
room ; she had her way of work- 
ing, and I had my way; she 
liked my way, but she kept me 
back; I wanted to get through 
with my work, and she wanted 
me to work slowly; could not say 
how long after I went there tliat 
she got to be confidential — ^it was 
two or throe weeks after I got 
there. She said she bought the 
house and furniture for Mrs. 
Twitchell. 

Charles Aligelt. Reside 825^ 
Locust street; am agent for the 
Penn Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany; am in the habit of attend- 
ing church at Eleventh and Lom- 
bard; was at that church the 
night Mrs. Hill was murdered; 
am a member of the choir; left 
church about nine o’clock; on my 
way home I passed by the house; 
it was then after nine o’clock; 
can’t say how many minutes; but 
as I turned into Eleventh stre^ 
it struck nine o’clock, so that it 
might have been two, or three, or 
five minutes; when I got to the 
house of Mrs. Hill, saw two men 
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leave the house; they came out 
the front door; they went across 
the (Street to the comer of Tenth 
and Pine; didn’t see anything 
more of them; they disappeared 
from sight on the u^er comer of 
Tenth and Pine^ Roing up Pine; 
the man was very tall — can’t 
describe but one man — the tall 
man had a long overcoat; but I 
could not say anything about 
their faces. His coat came down 
considerable, because it attracted 
my attention for I have seldom 
seen such a long coat. It was a 
dark coat. He was very tall; 
didn’t take any notice of the 
other man; when I came across 
the lower side of Pine street T did 
not walk on the flagstone, but 
cut across to the corner. I went 
from the lower side of Pine street 
to tlie northeast corner; when I 
came to the comer I saw the 
door opened from tlie inside and 
these men came out. 

Crofis-eramined. Went across 
from the furniture store, on tlie 
lower side of Pine, next to the 
corner of Tenth ; I crossed to the 
northeast cornei’; I cross that 
way, from one side to another, 
often. When I say T went 
straight across, I mean T went 
to the corner. I started for the 
northeast corner ; can give no rea- 
son for doing this excejit it is a 
habit of mine; I went to the 
nearest corner; 1 think it was 
the northeast corner; know the 
points of the compass; may be 
mistaken in saying the northeast 
corner, but to the best of my 
knowledge — but I may be wrong. 
You tell me wliieh comer Mrs. 
Hill’s house, is, and 1 could tell 
you. 

Mr. Hagert. That is what I 
don’t mean to do. 

Altgelt. Then I went to the 
opposite comer from Mrs. Hill’s, 


on Tenth street; went along the 
upper side of Tenth street to 
Clinton street; when the men 
came out of the door they went 
to the corner where I came from. 
When I first saw them I was on 
Tenth street, right opposite Mrs. 
Hill’s houfc; the first tiling 1 no- 
ticed was the dark entry, when 
the door opened; the dark entry 
attracted my attention; a light 
entry would not be more likely 
to attract my attention. The tall 
man came out first, and the other 
man came out. 

Dr. William Paine. ^ Am a sur- 
geon ; have been practicing about 
twenty-six years; am a lecturer 
at one of the colleges, on the 
principles and practice of medi- 
cine. Have had experience in 
the examination of blood stains; 
saw nothing in the examination 
of the clothing that could not be 
accounted for by handling a 
bloody body ; understand that the 
gentleman was apfilying a wet 
handkerchief to her head, and 
my experience is that you will be 
sprinkled more or less unless you 
are protected. The blood cor- 
puscles might be held in a small 
quantity of water, and be in that 
way carried to the clothing. They 
would be likely to leave a minute 
sprinkle, or spot. 

Mr. Mann. If that poker had 
been driven into ""^rs. Hill’s 
brain, would not some portion' re- 
main upon the poker f I cer- 
tainly think so. T have not been 
able to find any on this poker. 
Any instrument, smooth or oth- 
erwise, would retain some of the 
brain tissues. I cannot see any- 
thing on the poker to show that 
it has ever been brought into 
contact with any bony structure. 

Cross-examined. If two hours . 
had elapsed, or an hour, or a half, 
after the blood got upon the 
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coat, it migiit not be absorbed, 
for it depends upon the quantity. 
Blood, to coagrulate upon a coat, 
in a house and with fire in it, de- 
pends upon circumstances. Some- 
times, where death is the result 
of a shock, blood does not coa;;- 
ulate; violence, and sudden blows, 
it is supposed, arrests the coapni- 
lation. 

Messrs. Wilber, Thorp, Holt, 
Cassidy and Clift testified to ex- 


periments made by them to see 
if the front door of the house 
could be unlocked without mak- 
ing any noise whidi could be 
heard by people on the outside. 
They in each others’ presence 
tried it several times, and those 
who Avere listening on the pave- 
ment could not hear the sound 
when the lock was turned on the 
inside. 


EVIDENCE IN REBUTTAL. 


John McArthur. Have known 
Mr. Gilbert for twenty years and 
liave never lieard his character 
questioned by any one except his 
late partner, Mr. Thorne; would 
believe him on his oath. 

Messrs. Uhrey, Sioteshury, 
Page, Fling, Titus, Rev. John 
Chambers, Oxford, and Dilworth, 
testified that they had known Mr. 
Gilbert for a number of years, 
and had never heard his charac- 
ter for truth questioned, and they 
would believe him. 

Dr. Pancoast. Am demonstrat- 
or of anatomy at Jefferson Col- 
lege, and surgeon at the hospital. 
Blood in the open air, flowing 
from a person on the pavement, 
might take from three minutes 
to half an hour to coagulate; 
liaA’c seen a cup of blood coagu- 
late ill ten minutes. In sickness, 
under extraordinary circum- 
stances, diseased blood in the 
body might not coagulate for 
three days ; blood on a pavement, 
in forty-two degrees, would co- 
agulate, some of it, almost imme- 
diately. 

Cross-examined. If blood con- 
tinued to flow as the body lay 
on the pavement, on her hair 
and clothes, so as to be in a pool 
under her head, the mixture of 
new blood flowing would not sen- 


sibly affect the coagulation upon 
so large a surface. 

Dr. Allen. T am connected 
with the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Blood, flowing from a 
large vessel, coagulates more 
slowly than blood from a small 
one; blood from the wound on a 
tem]K)ral bone would coagulate 
in about half an hour; from the 
character of the wounds de- 
scril)ed here, 1 slionld say half 
an hour; falling upon a jmve- 
ment would be favorable to co- 
agulation. 

Dr. Morton. Am surgeon at 
the Pennsylvania Hospital. Blood 
on a iwivement, with the temper- 
ature at thirty-seven degrees, Avill 
coagulate in from thirty to forty 
minutes; have seen blood coagu- 
late in two minutes. 

Dr. Thompson. Blood exposed 
to the air will coagulate in from 
two to five minutes, depending 
upon the quantity; it would co- 
agulate more readily on a pave- 

ment. ^ _ 

Edward J. Post. On the night 
in question was at the ^ southeast 
comer of Tenth and Pine streets 
from half past eight to a quarter 
of nine. Mrs. Hill’s home was 
in mv full view. If any one had 
come out of the front door, I 
certainly would have seen them. 
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Saw DO one enter or leave and 
lieard no noise. 

Mr. Wayne. Left Kemble 
street, above Twelfth, at nine 
o'dou and walked down Twelftti 
to Pine and down. Pine on the 
sonth side, reaching Eleventh and 
Pine a little after nine. Did not 
meet the two men described by 
Mr. Altgelt, or any one on Pine 
between Tenth and Eleventh 
streets. Heard no noise. 

MUo Lord. Was at the north- 


east comer of Tenth and Clin- 
ton streets, near tte ehnrdi, at 
five minntM past nine. Saw.no 
persons coming along Tenth 
from Pine as described by Mr. 
Altgelt. Saw no one cross over 
Sonth Tenth street. 

Officer Wamoek (recalled). 
With Mr. Stevens and Ifr. At- 
kinson I turned the lock of tlw 
front door several times and it 
eould be dearly heard by persons 
on the outside. 


THE SPEECHES TO THE JURT. 
icB. HAiazanr, pen the FBoeBoun(»T. 

Mr. Hageri. I would urge that, if the courts of the law 
failed to reach this criminal, a reproach would be thrown up- 
on the jury, from which they could never hope to recover. 
The Commonwealth in this ease has presented such an array 
of testimony against the prisoner as was never before seen in 
this court. There had been before poor men convicted upon 
testimony much less than is here presented ; but whether the 
prisoner be rieh or poor, the present ease is the strongest 
ever presented, and points unerringly to the guilt of the pris- 
oner. 

First, we have this woman, as the prisoner’s mother-in-law, 
and residing with her in the same house ; they had tea at the 
usual hour, and Mr. and Mrs. Twitchell were the only per- 
sons found in the house when the servant girl returned that 
night; there was, therefore, every facility for the murder by 
the prisoner. She was no doubt murdered in the dining-room ; 
while on a sofa, with the right side of her face exposed ; there 
was blood on the sofa, on the floor, on the wall, and on the 
chandelier. There was no evidence of a tussle or wrestle. 
Next, there was the poker as the instrument, for upon it was 
found blood, a gray hair, and fragments of some woolen sub- 
stance. The body was thrown from the back mtting-room be- 
cause it was dark, and jutting against a blank wall, was the 
darkest spot in the yard, and where the party engaged would 
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be least likely to attract attention. There is every indication 
that the murder was committed by some one who was familim* 
enough to sit there and smoke his cigar while he talked with 
Mrs. Hill. I can imagine that the defendant and Mrs. Hill 
talked about a number of subjects, and then determined that 
it was necessary to murder her. He went to the kitchen for 
the larger poker, and then dealt repeated blows upon the head 
of one who was not suspecting violence. Mrs. Hill being 
economical in the use of gas had put the gas out in the kitchen 
and the prisoner was obliged to get the candle in order to se- 
cure the poker. The murder was then committed. What is 
the next thought? The prisoner knows that he must not leave 
the house and he could not conceal the body, and therefore he 
concluded to convey the impresmon that she had fallen out 
of the window. After he throws the body out he thinks the 
blood in the dining-room will destroy this theory, and he de- 
termines to make it appear that she was murdered in the 
yard, and by some one else. This was the explanation for 
placing the poker in the yard under the body. In order not 
to make a noise he carried the poker down stairs and placed 
it by the body. If this man carried the body either by him- 
self or with assistance, it was carried with care and required 
the use of both hands, and hence the poker was not carried 
then. The woman was thrown out head foremost, and would 
come down doubled up and in a heap. The fact is that the 
body had been composed by some one afterwards, and the 
clothes arranged before Sarah Campbell reached the house, 
and then it was that the poker was placed there. This ac- 
counts for the candle in the Mtdien, as the prisoner used it to 
come down with the poker. He endeavors to divert suspicion 
from himself, and therefore he leaves the back door open, in 
order that those who discover the body shall believe that out- 
side parties entered by that way. He knows that Sarah 
Campbell is about to return, and he endeavors to impress 
upon her, by representing that he just came from bed. He, 
therefore, takes off his white shirt, cdllar and cuffs. This ac- 
counts for the blood on the blanket, for he had just taken off 
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the under-clothes and thrown them negligently on the bed. 
He takes it off in order that it may be believed that he had 
been abed. When Sarah Campbell returns, and rings the 
bell five times, the prisoner concludes that he has convinced 
her that he has been in bed, and he then partially dresses 
himself to answer the bell. He unlocked the door. There 
can be no doubt of that, for Sarah Campbell, who has been 
delayed in her attempt to enter, must have listened attentive- 
ly to hear some one come. The first thing he says is, “I won- 
der where mother ist” As Sarah' had been out all the after- 
noon and he had been in, the remark had no meaning, except 
that it was the effort to still throw suspicions from himself. 
He remarks, “We’ll see,’’ but he does not assist, and the girl 
had to call him twice after she discovers the body. In com- 
ing in from the entry, he could not fail to see the light in the 
kitchen and the doors open, and the air rushing in the house, 
and as he had just wondered where mother w'as, should he not 
naturally have gone into the kitchen to discover the meaning 
of this light and the open doors? Instead of this he goes up 
stairs. After the body is found he made the feigned expres- 
sion of anguish — “will no one help me to carry her in?’’ and 
he continues to hold the head long after everybody had pro- 
nounced her dead. He docs not go for a doctor, as others 
would, but stands there while strangers go. He did not ex- 
press any anxiety to know how the murder was committed, 
how anybody got in the house, and he never suggested any 
search of the house, leaving to his neighbors to discover how 
it was done. W’^hat first struck Mr. Morrell? That no 
stranger would have exposed himself by thi'owing the body 
out of the window, and he then charged, in the presence of 
the prisoner and his wife, “One of you two committed this 
murder.’’ To this the prisoner made no reply. He was then 
taken into custody. Up to this time all the witnesses agree 
that the prisoner had on no white shirt. When he went up 
with the ofBcer to change his clothes, two dogs were found in 
the prisoner’s bedroom, and they barked at the officer. He 
puts on the white shirt and vest, but he leaves the collar and 
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cuffs behind. These were not on when he put on the coat. 
At the station house he explains the spots on his shirt by say- 
ing he got them on by carrying in the body. This was a false- 
hood, for he then began to realize the dilemma in which he 
was placed. He then gave up all hope^ refusing counsel, and 
exclaiming, “It is a fatality !” The smeared spots and soake<l 
spots can be accounted for by the carrying in the body, but 
the hundreds of minute sprinkles can only be aecountwl for, 
as Dr. Levis does, by an open artery or the dash of a w'capon 
upon a bloody surface. 

The defense will probably abandon the theory that the 
sprinkles on the prisoner came from the hair, as it cannot be 
for^tten that this body had been raised and carried bcfoi'c it 
was found in the yard. It was carried through the dining- 
room without sprinkling the floor! 

In regard to the motive, legal proceinlings W’crt* about to be 
brought against him, and his flnancial einbarrassinents were 
so great that notes were coming due 'without a balances in 
bank suffleient to meet them. On that Sunday night Mrs. 
Hill, no doubt, threatened to •withdraw her supi)ort, and 
throw him upon his own resources. The defense had intro- 
duced character. And yet Dr. Webster, a resi)ectable man, 
killed Dr. Parkman becauwf he lield a note of his for !l>1200.“ 
If the chain of circumstances has been forged link after link 
until it winds around him lito; a sc*rpent of fire, from which 
he cannot escape, we will ask you, not only for the sake of 
justice in this Commonwealth, but for the protection of so- 
ciety and your own sakes, to say that he is guilty. 

MB. o’bvbnk, fob the defense. 

Ifr. O’Byme. Gentlemen of the jury, to you is committed 
the all of the prisoner at the bar. In the dark hour of his 
agony, when the clamor of an insulted, people, lashed into 
fury by the press, intensified and directed by the agents of the 
law, who demand a ■victim at their hands, the hopes of safety 
and release from peril rest upon the great bulwark of 

See 4 Am. St. Tr, p. 93. 
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American liberty — ^trial by jury. Few men respect public 
opinion more than I do, but that unnatural public opinion 
which has been fostered and inflamed by over>zealons men; 
that public opinion pampered by a belief of its necessity and 
infallibility; that public opinion, whether expressed in news- 
papers or bagnios, which demands life and liberty to appease 
its bloody appetite — a public opinion, not of yesterday, but 
that was old and corrupt when it invaded the Halls of Pilate 
and cried out for the release of Barrabas and the cruciflxion 
of Christ — ^that kind of public opinion I spit upon, in the 
spirit of contempt which one feels for a slimy reptile 1 
would kill but not touch. Calmly, but not coldly, were the 
jury to judge that which Gk)d alone can give — life. I feel 
satisfled that, after an examination of the case against this 
prisoner, with an eye only to the evidence and their duty, the 
jury will render a verdict which will fling open the prison 
doors, dissipate the foul calumnies which blacken the pris- 
oner’s fair fame, and restore him to his father, to his wife, 
and to society, of which he has always been an honored and 
cherished member. 

The cardinal maxims which ought to hang over the ac- 
cused were: “Every person is presumed to be innocent un- 
til proved to be guilty,’’ and, “it is better that many guilty 
persons should escape than that one innocent person should 
suffer.’’ The presumption of the innocence of the prisoner 
were: flrst, as a legal presumption; secondly, from a total ab- 
sence of motive; thirdly, from the utter failure of the Com- 
monwealth to establish a case of circumstantial evidence so 
complete and conclunve in its character as at once and for- 
ever to exclude the possibility of the prisoner’s intifteeniw . 
The legal presumption of the prisoner’s innocence must be 
flrst overthrown before it could be questioned how far the 
prisoner is guilty ; but assuming there is enough in the of 
the Commonwealth to destroy this presumption, it must be 
next shown that a motive existed to induce the prisoner to 
commit the crime. The Commonwealth has not awtaWialuMl 
this. 
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Will this jury convict a man upon the contradicted evi- 
dence of a medical expert 1 It would be a disgrace to the jur- 
isprudence, to the most savage race, to walk a man to the gal- 
lows under such circumstances. 

It was argued that the manner of this man ought to be 
taken as an evidence of guilt because his grief was not de- 
monstrative. Was not Sarah Campbell, truthful, though 
stupid, as capable of giving an account of this man as Mr. 
Morrell f The witness Doster says this man cried out, 
“Mother! mother! my poor mother! Will no one help met“ 
In one breath the Commonwealth say this man was poor, and 
in the next charge him with wallowing in wealth when he 
came to his defense. If George S. Twitchell was the desper- 
ately i>oor man spoken of, and had wronged his mother-in- 
law, as Gilbert would make us believe, would she loan him $50 
and take his due bill and place it among her valuables in the 
wardrobe f 

It has been shown his character from early boyhood to ma- 
ture manhood was without spot or blemish. 

And now, gentlemen of the jury, remember you stand al- 
most in the relation of God to the poor prisoner at the bar; 
with power to make or unmake ; to let live or destroy. And 
oh ! gentlemen, be like unto Him in tempering your judgment 
with mercy. Glorifying yourself so far as it is allowable to 
your frail humanity, to do so with His benignity and mercy. 
Remember that the day will come when the archangel’s trump 
will call you before another bar, where God Himself will act 
as judge, where you will be imploring mercy from the Great 
Judge. As you expect mercy upon that great day of wrath 
and dread, when the heavens and the earth shall be rolled to- 
gether as a scroll, the mercy you now show will plead for you 
before that gracious Judge; but, oh! remember, that if any 
considerations but that of an inflexible determination to give 
the prisoner at the bar the benefit of every doubt should en- 
ter your judgment, if you should be swayed one hair’s breadth 
from giving him all the mercy his case demands, then that 
gracious Judge will turn into an inflexible Judge, and ul the 
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appalling voice which met the ears of Cain He will thunder 
out, “Where is thy brother Abel?” — and, not answering, he 
will say, “Depart from me;” and in your sight the sentinel 
at heaven’s portal will close its ponderous gates upon you for 
God’s eternity. 

MR. MANN, FOR THE DEFENSE. 

Mr. Mann. The Commonwealth’s officer has told you that 
he has presented to you a chain of circumstances that are like 
a strong wall about the prisoner. I think I can show you 
that they have, by the assistance of some over-zealous men, 
some false men, and some malicious men, only brought fag- 
gots for the fire from which the truth will rise, like the fiery 
phoenix, resplendent with its own glory. Now, gentlemen, 
what would the Commonwealth have you believe ? She would 
have you believe that this young man, living in this house, on 
that Sunday night about 9 o’clock, instead of being in bed, as 
was his usual habit, was sitting up in the dining-room. That 
the old lady went to sleep while he smoked a cigar. That he 
watched a favorable opportunity, and cither went down stairs 
for the poker or came up stairs with it, and then hit the old 
lady over the head with it, afterward throwing her body out 
of the window, washed his hands and went to bed. Now this 
is one of their theories. What is another ? They seek to make 
you believe that he was alarmed by the ringing of the bell, 
that he threw the body into the yard, took off his cuffs, collar, 
boots, shirt, coat, pantaloons, and then hurried to let the girl 
in. Do you believe, gentlemen, that any murderer ever did 
such a thing? Now, what is another of their theories? They 
may have forty for aught I know. They may say that he was 
in the room with her — ^that he got the poker — struck her with 
it — ^but instead of striking her with the tongue struck her 
with the heel — struck her in the temple. Their theories are 
many and confiicting. What do they mean? We have not 
heard yet. We don’t know what their notions are about this. 
The counsel for the Commonwealth tell you now, perhaps, 
that she lay asleep, that he was by her, that he came up 
stealthily and struck her with the poker, and then went to 




GEORGE 8. TWITCHELL 


36 


bed. Do you, gentlemen, believe such a story as that? Why, 
there can easily be conceived a thousand ways to murder 
her, with but small chances of detection. Then they say this 
poker did the deed, and they cling to that pet theory, for it it 
is true some one who must have been familiar with the house 
found the poker, and that man must have been Georgy Twitch- 
ell. This is the greatest mistake the Commonwealth has made. 
We have shown you that had this poker been used upon Mrs. 
Hill’s skull, it would have been battered and bent, and would 
have home unmistakable evidence of it. Do we find any 
such upon it? We find a smear of blood upon it. Is that 
strange? The poker ivas found lying under her head in the 
pool of blood. Is it strange that there should be blood upon 
it? There is one gray hair upon it. Is it not perfectly nat- 
ural that it should have got there by its being thrust under 
her head. This is nonsense to argue away a man’s life from 
such trifles as these. The murderer took his weapon away 
with him, and, as Lady Macbeth with the sleeping grooms, 
they left George Twitchell’s weapon stained with blood be- 
neath their victim, in order to throw suspicion upon him. 

Mr, Mann showed in how many different ways blood could 
have got on the prisoner’s clothing. The Commonwealth had 
wanted the prisoner to perform a miracle, to put his shirt on 
underneath a bloody coat without getting the marks upon it. 
Medical experts had told you that it was impossible for them 
to perform a dissection, however carefully, without getting 
some blood upon their clothes, sometimes in the most out-of- 
way places. If the blood on the shirt is diluted with water, 
that is the end of the Commonwealth’s case. Their whole 
case rests on these clothes, and any doubt as to how the blood 
came on them results to the benefit of the defense. You 
slaughter judgment on her justice seat if you do not prop- 
erly weigh this evidence. The Commonwealth know that this 
murder was committed for the purpose of obtaining ready 
money. It is one of the great truths of this case that Mrs. 
Hill was in the habit of carrying large amounts of money in 
her bosom. She never kept her money at a bank. The Com- 
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monwealth had endeavored to prevent this fact from being 
known to the jury. There were eight thousand dollars in her 
possession which are unaccounted for. The Conunonwealth 
had been searching for this money throughout the house, and 
even the privy had been cleaned, although they now attempt- 
ed to deny its existence. This great truth is that whiidi para- 
lyzes them. They would like to ^ve that part of the evidence 
out of the case. It cannot be departed from. Now, if she 
had this amount of money in her bosom, how, then, are yon 
able to account for the surroxindings of the murderT We will 
suppose that she was asleep and that she was struck by such 
an instrument as a dipqr. Why should the prisoner have 
thrown the body out of the window? He would have escaped 
all sui^icion if he had allowed the body to remain in the 
room, as the hired girl would not have been as likely to enter 
the dining-room as she would the kitchen or yard. How far- 
cical 1 that he should have thrown her in the very path of the 
servant. He could conceive, however, a state of facts why an- 
other man or party of men should have thrown her out of the 
window. Two men, in order to avoid detection, might have 
separated, one to strike the blow in the dining-room, and the 
other to station himself in the yard so as to obtain the money 
from the bosom of her dress as soon as she was thrown out. 
Crime seldom moves alone. Every indication showed that 
this murder was the work of two persons, and that the weapon 
used was a powerful one. Mr. Mann closed by pointing out 
the different ways by which the men might have obtained 
admission to the house. 

MB. SHEPPABD, FOB THE PBOSBCUTIOK. 

District Attorney Sheppard said he entered upon the dia- 
cuBsion of this subject with the simple purpose of doing his 
duty to his Gh>d and his fellow man. He would cite the ma- 
terial points of the case. The entire community had watched- 
this case with intense anxiety. They looked upon this jury to 
vindicate tiie dignity of justice. He asked the jury to purge 
their mind s of the idea that circumstantial evidence must be 
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received with suspicion. It must be scrutinized, of course, 
the same as direct testimony, but should have the same weight 
if we wish to arrive at the facts. We mpst first look at the 
actor in this bloody drama from the beginning of his appear- 
ance on the stage. The first scene conimcnces with the ring- 
ing of the bell. The bell was in the kitchen, and the kitchen 
door was wide open, so there could have been no difficulty in 
the transmission of its sound. It was rung once, twice, three 
times, a half dozen times, until it was pulled violently so that 
it could be heard in the cellar of the adjoining house. And 
yet in this house of crime we are to suppose that it was not 
heard. And why! Because Mr. and Mrs. Twitchell were 
asleep. This is a suggestion of the counsel for the defense, 
but there is no evidence to show that they were asleep. You 
are not to listen to what the lawyers have said, but what the 
witnesses have said. He denied that they were asleep. He 
next described the prisoner’s behavior, and went on to say 
that there was a fatality surrounding him. When confronted 
with his own acts he surrendered himself. All nature pointed 
its finger at the guilty man. The acts, words and demeanor 
of the prisoner of that night are among the great facts in this 
case. Then we have the prisoner’s bloody clothing, the blood 
on the knobs of his sleeping-room, the bloody blanket on his 
bed, the bloody towel, and all the other articles that have been 
produced. He was the only man in the house ; his demeanor 
indicated his guilt; his clothes fastened it upon him, and he 
made no attempt to show that any one else had committed 
the act. In the next place he gives an untrue account of the 
affair, saying that she fell from the window, and makes no at- 
tempt to give any other possible explanation. These circum- 
stances demand conviction, even if they stand alone. The 
Commonwealth’s case is made out by these facts, and we have 
only now to deal with the explanations that have been made, 
both in the argument and testimony which is supposed to sup- 
port the defense. They had dealt in nothing but possibili- 
ties. This defendant cannot escape in such a way; his de- 
fense must be a fair and reasonable one, not mere conjecture 
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and gaesB work. Mr. Sheppard dwelt fully upon each ma- 
terial point, both of the Commonwealth’s case and the defense, 
and concluded with a warm and eloquent exhortation to the 
jury to stand firm to their oaths and keep within the law and 
the evidence, and to administer the law strictly, thereby put- 
ting a stop to the spirit of murder that stalks at large in our 
community, not sparing the defenseless woman or the helpless 
babe, or the peace of the holy Sabbath day. 

THE JUDGE’S CHARGE. 

Judge Brewster. Gentlemen of the jury: It is now over 
a fortnight since this trial commenced. During the whole of 
this considerably protracted investigation I have noticed the 
marked attention and patience with which you have watched 
the progress of the case. 

Such interest in the discharge of duty deserves all praise, 
and this is especially your due for the uncomplaining manner 
in which you have borne the hardships of being separated so 
long a time, at this season of the year, from your families and 
from your daily pursuits. The case has been prepared by the 
counsel on both sides with great ability, and has been pre- 
sented and urged with marked ability and learning. 

Where their labors end, your task begins. It is therefore 
my duty to explain to you the law as applicable to this case, 
and to render you such service as it may be in my power to 
place at your disposal, to assist you in the responsible office 
of applying the law to the facts. 

I deem it quite unnecessary to remind you that the case is 
of the first importance. The community have the right to ex- 
pect that the law shall be the shield of the unspotted, and that 
no guilty man escapes. A defendant has a right equally as 
sacred when he demands of ns to see to it that no innocent 
man is punished. 

I shall divide what 1 have to say to you into two general 
heads, the law and the facts. 

As to the first 1 do not understand that there is any ques- 
tion raised here on either side, which requires me to trouble 
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you with definitions of the various grades of homicide. We 
understand— but this is entirely for you— that all the counsel 
agree as to one element of this case, and that is, that whoever 
perpetrated this deed was guilty of murder in the first de- 
gree. It being conceded that Mrs. Hill is dead, that her death 
was the result of unlawful and malicious violence, marked 
with all the elements of premeditation and deliberation, I 
might pass at once from this branch of the subject. 

It is proper, however, that in a ease of so much magnitude, 
nothing should be taken for granted. I shall therefore! read 
to you our statute upon this subject. It is in these words: 
“All murder which shall be perpetrated by means of passion, 
or by lying in wait, or by any otiier kind of wdlful, deliber- 
ate and premeditated killing; or which shall be committed in 
the perpetration of or attempt to perpetrate any arson, rape, 
robbery or burglary, shall be deemed murder in the fii-st de- 
gree, and all other kinds of murder shall be deemed murder 
of the second degree, and the jury before whom ajiy person 
indicted shall be tried, shall, if they find such person guilty 
thereof, ascertain in their verdict whether it be murder of the 
first or , second degree. (Act of March 31, 1860, § 74. Hr. 
Dig. 230, § 82.) 

You will therefore observe that the statute recognize two 
degrees of murder. Murder is the unlawful killitig of a hu- 
man being with malice aforethought, (!xpres.s or implied. 
When in addition to these elements the crime is committe<l 
with wilfulncss, deliberation and premeditation, it is murder 
in the first degree. All other kinds of murder arc deemed 
murder of the second degree. 

Having ascertained the law of the case, wc must next deal 
with the facts. These we are to gather from the evidence. 

Mr. Bentham tells us that all evidence flows either from 
persons or things. These are the only two. sources from which 
we can expect testimony, and unless wc resolve to let all 
secret crimes go unpunished, all civil disputes to remain un- 
decided, and to throw away our reason, we must act upon the 
statements of persons or thin^. I say statements of things, 
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because if we consolt the experience of eveiy hour, we will be 
taught that inanimate objects have their voice as wril as sen- 
tient beings. It is in vain, then, for man to say, that because 
others have failed in their efforts to detect error, he will at 
quietly down and perversely refuse to apply his intelligence 
to the problems of life, whether they encounter him in the 
counting-room or the jury box. He might just as well refuse 
to use his legs, because others have fallen or been killed in 
walking. He might, with equal propriety, refuse to eat, be- 
cause others have been poisoned while partaking of nourish- 
ment. 

Some persons, admitting the force of the principle which 
actually compels us to act upon evidence, still insist that noth- 
ing but positive testimony should produce conviction, and ad- 
hering tenaciously to this favorite dogma of those who are too 
timid or too weak to exercise the reasoning faculties, with 
which a kind Providence has endowed them, they assail all 
circumstantial evidence. A moment’s reflection, however, 
must satisfy all candid minds of the unsoundness of such a 
proposition. Suppose for a moment that this was the role 
of our being, and that we had been so constituted that we 
could believe nothing unless it were demonstrated to us by 
our own senses, or by the statement of an eye-witness. What 
would then be our condition T Of course, we could not punish 
any crime, unless it were perpetrated in the presence of spec- 
tators. All secret murders, arsons, burglaries, forgeries and 
other offenses, could be committed with impunity. Nor would 
the mischief stop here. Few civil controversies could be set- 
tled by juries. No book of original entries could be received 
in evidence; no note or obligation would avail, unless there 
were a subscribing witness. Indeed, this would not be suffi- 
cient, for it he died before trial the claim would expire with 
him. An insurance on the life of the witness would not even 
avoid the difficulty, for the poli<^ would die with its attest- 
ing witness. For the same reason, all receipts would perish 
with those who saw them signed, and all our deeds and mxuii- 
ments of title would be swept away by the death of the sub- 
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scribing witnesses, and the magistrates before whom they 
were acknowledged. All proof of handwriting by comparison 
being annihilated, commerce would be destroyed, or remitted 
to its infancy in barbarous ages. With the abolition of legal 
punishment for crime, mob laws and vigilance committees 
would supersede the use of courts and juries, and the whole 
framework of society would be impaired, if not destroyed. 

The absurdity of the prejudice against circumstantial evi- 
dence may be still further illustrated, by reflecting for a mo- 
ment upon the use to which we constantly and properly ap- 
ply it. Not only do business men answer letters, pay drafljs, 
and credit others to the extent of millions daily, upon the 
testimony of circumstances alone, but they commendably cariy 
this faith, as the evidence of things unseen, into the reason- 
ing which connects them with the world beyond our own. A 
trifling circumstance — ^the fall of an apple — ^has proved to the 
satisfaction of philosophers the great laws of gravitation, 
which control the motions of the universe. 

The man who denies the existence of his Maker is properly 
regarded by many as thereby evidencing his want of reason. 
Yet what proof have we of this important and accepted truth 
except from circumstances? The same kind of testimony is 
the prop of our belief in all the great truths of revelation. 
If we turn from the world without to the great mechanism 
within us, we see again that no rational man pauses for one 
instant to doubt the force of circumstantial testimony. What 
evidence have we that it is a heart that beats or a brain that 
throbs within us, except from the fact that those organs exist 
in all similarly constituted beings? And we accept remedies 
for all the ills that flesh is heir to, upon precisely the same 
faith in circumstantial evidence. Chief Justice Gibson has 
given an .excellent illustration of the force of this kind of tes- 
timony. He says (Comm. v. Harman, 4 Barr, 272) : “You 
see a man discharge a gun at another, you see the flash, you 
hear the report, you see the person fall a lifeless corpse, and 
you infer from all these circumstances that there was a ball 
dischai^ from the gun, which entered his body and caused 
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his death, because such is the usual and natural cause of BU<di 
an effect. But you did not see the ball leave the gun, pass 
through the air, and enter the body, . . . and your tes- 
timony to the fact of killing is thereby only inferential; in 
other words, cifcumstantial.” The improvements of modem 
science furnish us with another illustration. You are in a 
telegraph office and see the battery in motion. A message is 
received. The station at the other end of the line may be a 
thousand miles distant. No human eye saw the subtle fluid 
pass along the wire, and yet you would hardly listen with 
patience to the man, or the argument, undertaking to reason 
to you that tlie message might have come through the air, or 
the earth, without the agency at the wire, and that all your 
evidence to the eontrary was cireumstantial, and therefore 
unworthy of regard. In short, a skepticism like this would 
open wide the door for the perpetration of all secret crimes, 
would uproot our faith in man, .and destroy even our belief 
in a Creaitor and in a future state. 

These are some of the evils which would flow from the dec- 
laration of a principle that we should reject all circumstan- 
tial evidence. On the other hand, the advocates of circum- 
stantial evidence have puslied their preference for this kind 
of testimony to an extreme length, by exalting it above the 
most positive statements. They have cited the cases of con- 
victions secured by perjury, and have somewhat cxultingly 
declared that ‘‘circumstances cannot lie.” This assertion has 
in its turn been denounced. Mr. Best speaks of it as a “dic- 
tum” which has led to mischievous results. And, undoubt- 
edly, circumstances may deceive us, for they may be detailed 
by biased witnessi's, may be arranged by enemies, and may be 
what Mr. Bentham and others call “false facts.” To these 
or other sources of error may be traced the miata k e s com- 
mitted in the eleven cases which have been so often relied 
upon by defendants, and which have been so frequently cited 
in Judge Story’s time as to be called by him “the common- 
places of the law.” (U. S. v. Gilbert, 2 Summer, 19, 27.) 
What, then, are we to conclude f Shall we refuse to believe 
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oiir senses because others have erred t Or shall we resolve 
to do our whole duty in life, making the mistakes of others 
our beacon lights upon the way f To resolutely conclude that 
we will not be governed by circumstantial evidence, is, as we 
have seen, to close our courts of justice. 

It is susceptible of demonstration that positive testimony 
has produced very many unfortunate results. Falsehood gen- 
erally fabricates direct evidence. And we could not even act 
upon confessions of guilt, for the trials of the Perrys, and of 
Captain Green and his crew (14 Howell’s State Trials, 1, 199 
to 1, 324) show that the fullest admissions of guilt cannot be 
relied upon. In the first case John Perry actually acknowl- 
edged that he was accessory to the murder of a Mr. Harrison, 
who appeared in full life after the execution of the defendant. 

Let us, then, endeavor to ascertain the rules which should 
govern us in our efforts to reach the tinith in a particular case. 
They may be briefly stated thus ; 

First. We must of course guard against the false state- 
ments of witnesses. Tliis applies whether the evidence is posi- 
tive or circumstantial. 

Second. In cases depending upon circumstances we must 
take care to see that they could not have been arranged by 
others. Having thus tested the existence of the circumstances, 
we must apply the following rules, in order to decide upon 
their force or application. 

Third. We should draw therefrom no inferences save those 
which are entirely fair and natural, and which are reasonably 
and morally certain. 

Fourth. We must see to it that each fact on which we rely 
is independently proven, and that each is consistent with the 

other. ; 

Fifth. Each circumstance relied on to produce conviction 
must he consistent with, guilt, and with guilt alone. 

XjiA lastly. We must guard ourselves most carefully against 
any preconceived ideas, which might lead us to reason inaccu- 
ratdy from facts in particular cases. 

AftenrHing to Lord Bacou, there is a natural tendency in 
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the human mind to suppose a greater order and confomuly 
in things than actually exist. Mr. Burrill (Circumstantial 
Evidence, 206-7) attributes this to our indolence, and to our 
precipitation; the commission of a great crime exciting an 
intense desire tb bring the perpetrator to justice. 

These, gentlemen, are our guides in every case. They have 
been gathered from standard authorities upon the subject, 
and have received the sanction of my learned brother. Judge 
Ludlow, in his charge to the jury in the ease of Common- 
wealth V. Miller (4 Phil. Bep., 199). After a thorough exam- 
ination of the authorities he thus sums up his views upon this 
subject: “Crimes are often committed in secret, and, but for 
the fact that circumstantial evidence may be produced, would 
go altogether unpunished. Nor is there, when closely exam- 
ined, such a wide difference, so far as reliability is concerned, 
between direct and circumstantial evidence as is sometimes 
supposed. In direct testimony we look for the precise detail 
of facts; the witnesses testify to the precise facts in issue at 
the trial; but such are the laws of nature, regulating cause 
and effect, that a body of facts may be presented so linked 
together as to produce a firm belief of the fact to be proven. 
In direct testimony we may be misled by the perjury of a 
witness, and in circumstantial we may be deceived by the in- 
ferences which we draw &om the facts.” 

It follows, then, that we cannot close our eyes or lock up 
our reason, in this or in any other case, because the evidence 
is circumstantial. Your oaths require you to examine it. 

The ta^ is from its very nature unpleasant, the difficulties 
may be great, but we must look straight forward and do our 
whole duty in the light of our conscience and our reason. The 
truth lies somewhere, covered up though it may be, with a 
terrible crime ; but we must seek it out, and if we do so hon- 
estly and patiently, we shall surely find it. Of this, we may 
always be assured that Providence has given us the means of 
tracking out and detecting crime. He has stamped it with 
the curse that it shall be discovered, most frequently, indi^, 
with the fact that it shall be its own accuser. 




GEORGE S. TWITCHELL 


46 


The circmnstances to which I am thus about to invite your 
attention may be divided here as elsewhere into two general 
heads — ^those which favor the presumption of guilt, and those 
which point to the supposition of innocence. The text-writers 
give to these heads the names of inculpatory and exculpatory 
evidence, and they subdivide each into classes which are of 
interest to the student, but which might tend to our confusion 
rather than to our enlightenment. 

You will observe at the threshold of this examination that 
you must give to the defendant at every stage of your in- 
quiries the benefit of his character, of the presumption of 
innocence until guilt is clearly established, and of every rea- 
sonable doubt. You must apply at each step what Bishop 
Butler calls “the truest judgment,” and keep steadily in view 
the rules already enumerated. Yoti will also observe that no 
comment I may make on the evidence is in any w’ay binding 
upon you. All processes of reasoning must begin with some 
admitted fact. The admitted fact in this case is the murdered 
body of Mrs. Hill. 1 call this an “admitted fact,” for the 
learned counsel for the defense have not disputed, and have 
expressly admitted, that the lady was murdered. But, as al- 
ready remarked, that we may take nothing for granted in an 
inquiry of such importance, it is necessary to look at all the 
surroundings to see whether they repel every presumption of 
suicide, for it is well for us to accept no concession, and to 
prove all things. 

The dead body was found in the yard. You will probably 
conclude that Mrs. Hill was in the dining-room above, and 
that her blood was first shed near the head of the sofa. From 
this circumstance and from the number of wounds — ^thirteen 
being found upon her head and five on her hands — ^from their 
appearance, and especially from the depth of the wound in 
the temple, it would seem to be quite impossible that she could 
have committed suicide. 

If, then, you condude that this was not a case of self-mur- 
der, you will come at once to the main inquiry of the case. 
Who inflicted the injuries whereof Mrs. Hill died? The Com- 
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monwealth contends that the murder must have been com- 
mitted by a person or persons living in the house. The de- 
fense insists that the crime was perpetrated by a burglar. 
Let us marshal the facts under these separate heads: 

The alley gates were found fastened ; the shutters closed ; 
the fence uninjured and unmarked. There were, according 
to Officer Wamock, no stains or spots on the fence and the 
side door leading out on the verandah, while the gates and 
shutters were all secured. There was no unusual disturbance 
of the furniture. A lighted candle was found on the kitchen 
table. The gas was burning dimly in the dining-room. The 
Commonwealth contends that none of these facts point towards 
a burglarious entrance of the premises, and she relies further 
in this behalf on the presence of the four dogs in the house, 
the early hour of the night, the' passing by of citizens, the 
presence of E. J. Post at the opposite corner from half past 8 
to a quarter of 9, and other matters. The only circumstances 
favoring the assertion of a burglary are the fact that the 
back door of the kitchen and the blind door beyond were found 
open, and the statement of the defendant’s witness, Charles 
Altgelt, that he saw two men leave the premises by the front 
door. If it is suggested that burglars entered by the rear, 
then you are to consider the probability of a man or men 
climbing the fence and entering the house at an early hour, 
while lights were burning ; going up stairs, committing a ter- 
rible murder, carrying the body to the rear window, raising 
the sash, pitching the body into the yard, and going down 
stairs to the front door without attracting the attention of 
the dogs, the inmates of the house, or any neighbor. 

As already intimated to you, the defendant relies in this 
behalf upon the testimony of Charles Altgelt. He swears 
that on the night in question he was at the church at Elev- 
enth and Lombard streets; that he left about 9 o’clock; that 
the clock struck when he turned into Eleventh street, coming 
from the church; that it might have been two, three or four 
minutes when he passed this house, and that he saw two men 
leave Mrs. Hill’s house by the front door. The Commonwealth 
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has, on the other hand, proved by Mr. Post that he was at the 
southeast comer of Tenth and Pine streets from half past 8 
to quarter before. 9. With the house in full view, he noticed 
no one enter or leave, and heard no noise. Mr. Wayne says he 
left Kemble street, above Twelfth street, at 9 ; that he walked 
down Kemble to Twelfth, down Twelfth to Pine, down Pine 
street on the south side, rtmching the corner of Eleventh and 
Pine at five minutes past 9. He did not meet the two men 
Altgelt describes, or any man on Pine stn*et, between Tenth 
and Eleventh streets. He heard no noise. Milo Lord was at 
the northeast corner of Tenth and Clinton streets, near the 
church, at five minutes past 9. He saw no people coming 
along Tenth street from Pine, as described by Altgelt, noisy, 
laughing and talking, and he saw no one cross over Tenth 
street, as stated by Altgelt. 

Again, Sarah Campbell says that when she reached the 
front door, she rang the bell a number of times, and. after 
waiting some time, the defendant let her in. She says, “When 
he let me in, he unlocked the front door.” 

If tliis statement is correct, it may weigh in your judgment 
against the evidence of Altgelt, for, if the door were locked, 
two burglars could not have gone out of that door a short 
time before, locked it behind them, and left the key inside. 

The defense, anticipating this objection to Altgelt ’s evi- 
dence, have examined Messrs. Wilbur, Thorp, Clift, Holt, and 
Cassidy, to prove that the door could be unlocked without 
making any noise which would be heard by a person on the 
outside. They tell us that they actually tried this experi- 
ment, and, although the persons on the step and pavement 
listened, and although the lock was not gently handled, still 
the noise was not heard. 

On the other hand, Detective Waraock and Messrs. Stevens 
and Atkinson state that the noise can be heard. 

You must weigh these conflicts of the testimony. When 
certain witnesses swear that they cannot hear the turning of 
a key in a lock, this does not prove that it cannot be heard 
by others. But, as very much in this case may depend upon 
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this apparently trifling circumstance, yon will carefully con- 
sider all that has been said upon this subject. If you And 
that the noise of unlocking the door could not have been 
heard by Sarah Campbell, then you will, of course, reject 
that portion of lier testimony. If, on the other hand, you 
believe her statement that the defendant unlocked the door, 
you will have the right to place the fact that the door was 
locked, into the scale against Altgelt’s testimony. 

Do you believe Altgelt, and that on the night in question 
he saw two men leave Mrs. Hill’s front doort If you do, the 
defendant’s theory of a burglary would be strengthened or 
established. If you do not believe him, do you find from the 
circumstance of the back doors being open, or from any other 
fact you can recall, that the premises were unlawfully en- 
tered? 

On this question, which is a most important inquiry, you 
must weigh all the just inferences bearing upon this point, 
as derived not only from the witnesses and circumstances I 
have adverted to, but also from the position of the body of 
Mrs. Hill when found. It is not disputed that she was dis- 
covered in the yard, and it would seem to be clear that she 
must have been pushed or thrown out of the back window. 

The Commonwealth has asked you whether it is reasonable 
to suppose that a burglar would waste the moments, precious 
for the purpose of escape, by carrying the body into the back 
room, raising the window, and throvring it into the yard f It 
is argued that this would not only needlessly prolong his stay 
upon the scene of his crime, but would, by the noise neces- 
sarily created, attract the attention of some inmate of the 
house. It is also contended that the disposition of the body 
not only disproves the assertion of a burglary, but that it 
points to the conclusion that the murder must have been 
conunitted by some person residing in the house, and anxious 
to conceal the crime or to give it the appearance of suicide. 

It is for the jury, then, to take a careful review of the whole 
ease at this point. 

In support of the allegations of bur^aty, consider the open 
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badi: doors, the evidence of Altgelt, and any other facts yon 
can recall. As against it, you will remember the condition 
of the doors, shutters, and gatra; the absence of marks, foot- 
prints, or disturbance; the presence of dogs, persohs, and 
lights in the house, and of neighbors and others outside. 

Incidental to this point is the consideration of the question 
as to what instrument was used in the perpetration of the 
crime. The Commonwealth alleges that the murder was com- 
mitted with the poker, which has been exhibited to you. Sarah 
Campbell says that it looks like the kitchen poker used in 
that house, and that it was usually kept hanging by the range. 
Officer Howard says that Mr. W. H. Morrell picked it up in 
the yard. Mr. W. H. Morrell corroborates this, and says he 
picked it up lying in the blood or just alongside of it; that 
the blood was one or one and a half feet from the screen, and 
the poker might have been three inches further. A portion 
of it laid in the blood. Mr. Daniel Doster says that Officer 
Howard brought it in, and some one said, “This is the thing 
that did the deed.” This remark, as I understand the evi- 
dence, was made in the presence of the defendant. It is for 
you to say how this is, and whether the prisoner made any 
reply. Dr. Shapleigh tells us that this poker might have 
caused all the wounds he saw, except the fractures. He also 
tells us that a human gray hair was attached to it, and that 
the hair of the deceased was gray. Dr. Levis confirms this 
statement as to the presence of the hair, and adds that he also 
found on the poker fragments of wool and cotton, and stains 
of blood. From all this evidence the Commonwealth argues 
that the poker was the instrument used. 

On the other side, Drs. Gross, Murray, Mitchell, Thomas 
and Paine have been called to support the allegation of the 
defendant, that the weapon was not the weapon employed. 
Some of them are of opinion that the wounds could not have 
been with such an instrument, and others think that 

if the poker had been used for such a purpose, it would have 
been bent or battered. 

You will remember that it is not contended by the Com- 
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monwealth that the poker caused the heavy fractures de- 
scribed to you. It is conceded that they were produced by 
the fall from the second-story window to the yard. You may 
inquire on this point, if the poker was not the weapon, how 
came it that the ^ay hair and the frafpnents of wool and 
cotton became attached to the iron? Would they adhere sim- 
ply because the head of the deceased and her cap were near 
the poker, or on the poker, in the yard? And, if so, would 
a person inflicting the wounds with some other instrument, 
take the poker from the kitchen and put it near or under the 
corpse? You are to try this case by your common-sense views 
of the testimony. 

The coincidence by the reliable and scientifle experts pro- 
duced by the defendant is entitled to great consideration and 
respect, but the mere opinions of a college of professors should 
not outweigh a substantial fact, reliably established and care- 
fully found. 

We have thus far considered three of the links of the Com- 
monwealth’s ease: First. That this was a murder and not a 
suicide. Second. That it was not committed by any person 
unlawfully entering the premises. Third. That the poker 
was the weapon employed in the perpetration of the offense. 

Let us proceed to take up the other allegations of the Com- 
monwealth. Having exhibited their theory upon the points 
already noticed, they now ask you to And that the defendant 
was the guilty agent in the commission of this offense. 

I need hardly remind you here of the importance of this 
in((uiry. All the other matters arc of great moment, but this 
outweighs them all. You must, therefore, keep steadily in 
view all the presumptions in his favor, and all the rules gov- 
erning a case of circumstantial evidence, to which I have al- 
ready called your attention. 

It is contended that the bloodstains established the defend- 
ant’s guilt. They may be divided into two classes : The spots 
upon the defendant’s clothes, and the other marks of blood. 

Referring to the last flrst in order, the witnesses say that 
in the sitting-room there was a large pool on the floor, and an 
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arc of blood spots on the walls^ terminating on the floor, which 
Dr. Shapleigh says must have been a little open. They also 
describe tracks of blood by drippings, from the sofa through 
the folding-doors to the window, a smear of blood upon the 
lower part of the sash, and on the outside of the building; 
blood had also flown or fallen on a piece of carpet, 'which ran 
along near the sofa, and a chair near the sofa was spotted 
with blood. Traces of blood were also found on the door 
knobs. Some or all of these are described to you by Dr. 
Shapleigh, John P. Montgomery, Esq., and Messrs. Doster, 
Leidy, Howard, Morrell, and Warnbck. 

Detective Warnock also describes a spot on the inside knob, 
which, according to his statement, appeared to be a drop of 
blood, the ‘‘center of which had been cleaned out, but the 
outlines were perfect.” This apparent cleaning of the spot 
may have been caused by the hands of visitors to the house 
on the night of the murder. The same witness describes 
specks of blood on the marble-top table, and on the glass of 
the gas-burner. He says that a drop of blood was also found 
in the back entry, and another drop on the upper part of a 
blanket on the bed in defendant's room. Dr. Levis informs 
you that the spots on the blanket, oilcloth, and door knobs 
were blood. No trace of blood was found near the hydrant 
or in defendant's basin. A stained towel and piece of linen 
were found in the slats of the screen in the yard. This is in 
substance a description of the bloodstains on and in the 
house. 

Certain articles of clothing have been produced, and have 
been given in evidence. Detective Warnock says that he took 
the coat, vest, pantaloons, shirt, and boots from the defend- 
ant, and that he found the cuffs, collar, and sl<*eve-buttons in 
the defendant’s bedroom. The Commonwealth is bound to 
satisfy you that these articles belong to the defendant, and 
were all taken from him or from his room shortly after the 
occurrence, and that the stains examined by Dr. Levis were 
then on them. If you have no doubt as to these matters, you 
must then inquire what these stains are. If, beyond all ques- 
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tion, these articles bdonged to the defendant, and bore the 
stains of blood when he was arrested that night, you must 
then connder what deduction is properly to be drawn there- 
from. You are to remember here that if they are consistent 
with innocence, {hey amount to nothing. To weigh against 
the defendant th^ must point to guilt, and to it alone. Let 
us, then, address ourselves to. this .important question — ^to 
what result do these stains conclusively lead our minds f They, 
like the body, cannot speak to us. They belong to the class 
called "mute witnesses," but they have a voice. Examine 
them and say what is their testimony. Guard yoursdves 
carefully against the conclusions to which the mind is some- 
times incautiously led by such appearances, and see here, as 
elsewhere, that you decide this question solely in the light of 
your calm judgments, and the principles of the law. In an- 
swer to questions put to defendant by Officer Howard, the 
defendant said that "the blood oame on his white shirt by 
carrying the old lady in from the yard." At another time, 
when Lieutenant Connelly questioned him as to the blood on 
his shirt, the defendant made no reply. Detective Wamock 
says: "I asked him how he got all that blood on the coat and 
vest He said, *By carrying Mrs. Hill in out of the yard.’ " 
He continues: "I asked the defendant how the blood came 
on his shirt. He said he didn’t know." His explanation, 
therefore, of the presence of these stains is, that he received 
them in handling the dead body. He has called the physi- 
cians I have already named in support of this position. They 
account for the presence of such stains by the carrying of 
the corpse and the washing of the head. 

But the Commonwealth’s counsel contend that this defense 
cannot avail, because, as they allege, the defendant’s white 
mudin shirt and the collar and cuffs were not on his person 
when he carried the body of Mrs. Hill from the yard to the 
kitchen settee, and that these artides were then up stairs in. 
his bedroom, and remained there until after his arrest. 

This requires us to examine the evidence to ascertain what 
dothes he wore at the particular time he lifted up the body. 
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and while he was bathing its head. Sarah Campbell says he 
had on a short, dark coat and pants. J. P. Montgomery, Esq., 
states that he had not a good opportunity of observing; that 
the defendant had on a dark colored coat with large collar, 
buttoned up. It is Mr. Montgomery’s impression that the 
defendant had no collar on, and no white shirt was noticed 
by this witness. Mr. Doster, Mr. Leidy, and Officer Howard 
speak of the coat ; two of them say it was buttoned up ; all of 
them speak of the undershirt, and of the absence of the white 
muslin shirt and collar. Mr. W. H. G. Morrell and Mr. Lord 
make the same statements. Mr. Doster says the undershirt 
looked white. Mr. Morrell calls it gray mixed. 

In confirmation of this. Officer Howard says that when he 
told the defendant “to ])iit his cap on, as he was going to take 
him to the station-house;,” the defendant said “he wanted to 
change his clothes, and to go up stairs. ’ ’ The officer adds that 
when they went up stairs, the defendant put on the white 
shirt, a black cloth vest, and the same coat he had worn down 
stairs. If you believe this evidence you will probably con- 
clude that the defendant had not on the white muslin shirt, 
collar, or cuffs, while he was bathing the head of the body 
down stairs. If so, and the shirt, collar and cuffs had been 
left up stairs when he came down at Sarah Campbell’s call, 
then it is very clear that all suppositions as to the sprinkling 
of those articles in the act of carrying in or bathing the body 
is out of the case. You will also remember upon this branch 
of the case, the evidence as to the cap worn by deceased, and 
the position of the spots on the defendant’s garments. 

There was, it seems, a woolen cap on Mrs. Hill’s head. 
Detective Wamock says he did not see her hair loose on the 
settee ; it appeared to be confined. The coat which was seen 
buttoned has, according to Dr. Levis, sprinkles of blood in- 
side. It is also described as having blood on the sleeve up to 
the shoulder, soaked and smeared places on the collar, side, 
and cuff. The stains on the vest, pantaloons, boots, and other 
articles have also been described to you. It is said that the 
shirt bosom is sprinkled obliquely, from right to left, upward 
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and outward; that the collar has a few minute sprinklings 
and that the cuffs have minute sprinkled spots. 

On behalf of the defendant, it has been urged that small 
particles of blood could have been sprinkled on to the shirt 
from his hands and from the lapd of the coat. On this point, 
and the absence of any brain on the poker. Dr. Paine has been 
examined. Drs. Pancoast, Allen and Morton have been called 
by the Commonwealth, to rebut the evidence of the defend- 
ant’s experts, as to the time required for the coagulation of 
blood in different circumstances. ' 

Now, gentlemen, you must consider all these various argu- 
ments and the evidence relied on in support of these respec- 
tive theories. Weigh them carefully. Has the Commonwealth 
satisfied you that the stains on the shirt were received in the 
very act of murder? Has the defendant, by argument, evi- 
dence, or suggestion, created a reasonable doubt upon this 
point? 

The Commonwealth has also relied upon the evidence of 
Messrs. Doster, Howard, Morrell and Montgomery, as to the 
defendant’s actions. His continuance of the bathing after he 
was told that Mrs. Hill was dead ; his omissions to go into the 
yard or up stairs with those who were searching the prem- 
ises; his failure to ask any questions as to the discoveries 
made by them, and his manner throughout have all been com- 
mented upon. 

The defendant’s counsel have, in like manner, relied upon 
certain expressions of distress and anguish, his requests for 
medical assistance, and other matters, as explaining all that 
has been alleged against him, and as actually establishing 
innocence. 

Mr. Morrell says the defendant exclaimed, “Oh! my God; 
my poor mother!’’ Mr. Bowen testifies to a mmilRr expres- 
sion, and Officer Howard says he declared he was innocent. 

On the question of motive, you will remember that it is 
alleged that the defendant’s due bill for $50 was found in the 
wardrobe of the deceased; that his habits were extravagant, 
and his means limited. It is also said that there had been ill 
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feeling between the deceased and the defendant, because of 
the introduction of the name of Mrs. Twitchell in the deed 
for the house. It is charged that this was done in fraud of 
Mrs. Hill. It is also said that she complained that the de- 
fendant had robbed her, and that this was communicated to 
the defendant. It is further stated that he spoke of her in- 
sultingly. The principal witness on this branch of the case is 
Mr. Joseph Gilbert. Mr. Henderson speaks of his visit to 
Mrs. Hill, and that the defendant ordered him to leave the 
house. The tax receipt has also been produced. It is said 
that it bears the defendant’s indorsement to the effect that it 
was paid by him for Mary E. Hill. 

In answer to this it is contended that the defendant had 
possession of considerable property. Mr. Long saw shingles 
at the defendant’s place of business the Tue 8 da 3 ' before the 
murder, and that the bundles were marked with the defend- 
ant’s name. Mr. Daniels saw, at the same plac(‘, ten thou- 
sand shingles on the Thursday before the murder. The.v would 
average, he says, $30 a thousand. Mr. Hollingshead counted 
at the same place fifty-nine thousand three hundred and 
twenty-five first <|uality shingles, and six thousand common 
shingles. He further says that there was machiner.v there 
worth about $5,000. He told you, however, something about 
the ownership of the shingles, and he said the defendant owes 
him $130. Mr. MeCully also spoke of the defendant’s prop- 
erty at the stables as worth $1,200, and netting $960. 

The defendant has further attacked the character of Mr. 
Gilbert for truth and veracity. A number of untnesses have 
been examined both for and against Mr. Gilbert, and you 
must consider all that has been said on this point in deter- 
mining the proper weight to be attached to his testimony. 
If you find that a witness is unworthy of belief, you should 
not convict upon his testimony ; but before you disbelieve a 
man you must weigh the evidence for him as well as against 
him. 

In order to show that Mrs. Hill was not injured by the in- 
sertion of Mrs. Twitchell ’s name in the deed, the defendant 
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has examined a number of witnesses to prove that Mrs. Hill 
spoke of the house and furniture as belonging to Mrs. Twitch- 
ell. Ellen Dolan, Thomas E. Carter, Mrs. Eisenhouer, and 
Sarah Bouvier have testified on this point. A number of bills 
have also been submitted to you. The Commonwealth con- 
tends that when the witnesses say that Mrs. HiU declared the 
house and furniture were Mrs. Twitchell’s, they mean that 
Mrs. Hill said she would leave or would give all to her. Some 
of the witnesses used these expressions on cross-examination. 
Mrs. Twitchell’s name is in the furniture bills. Mrs. Hill’s 
name was on the house. 

1 have several times mentioned to yon that dogs were kept 
in the house. The Commonwealth alleges that these animals 
were very watchful, and that the two belonging to Mrs. Hill 
were not seen by any of the witnesses on the night of the mur- 
der. The defendant contends that the dogs were kept in the 
bedrooms, at times did not bark at strangers, and that they 
made no noise on the night in question until Mr. Long actually 
entered the bedroom where two of them then were. 

The defense also rely upon the absence of traces of blood 
in defendant’s basin and near the hydrant. I have already 
stated to you that Mr. Warnock testifies to these matters, and 
that he saw a man’s stockings on the fioor at the head of the 
bed. He also speaks of the omission to examine the top of 
the fence to see if the dust had been removed. 

The defendant further relies upon the fact that Mrs. HiU 
had an income of $6,000 per year, which, upon her death, 
went to the heirs of Mr. Hill. It is also in proof for the de- 
fense that the noises made in the dining-room could not be 
heard in the bedroom with its doors closed. Messrs. Dob- 
bins and Easier have been examined on this point, and they 
say that Mr. Bender was present when the experiments were 
made. You also heard from Ellen Dolan and Sarah Bouvier 
as to Mrs. HUl’s habit of sitting up late, and that defendant 
and his wife retired early. In addition to this, Sarah Bou- 
vier speaks of Mrs. HiU having money in her bosom, and of 
her being on good terms with the defendant. Both of thaws 
aUegations are denied by the Commonwealth. 
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The defendant has also shown that the gas bills were very 
small; that the cess-pool was searched at the instance of the 
Commonwealth’s officers, and that no weapon or money were 
found therein. It is further in proof that on the night of the 
murder the thermometer ranged from 36 to 42*. 

Finally, the defendant has produced a number of witnesses 
to establish his good character for peace and integrity. They 
speak highly of him, and you must consider this along with 
the other evidence in the cause. 

Good character is not only decisive in favor of a defendant, 
where a doubt exists, but it may be of such worth as to raise 
of itself the doubt which entitles the accused to an acquittal. 
Its precise weight in each case is a question, like all other 
facts, exclusively for the jury. 

You have heard from me that you are to give to the defend- 
ant, at each stage of your inquiries, and at the conclusion of 
your deliberations, the benefit of every reasonable doubt. 

This does not mean that you are to speculate as to whether 
a matter established to your satisfaction may not be other- 
wise. It means that you are to take nothing for granted upon 
mere assertion, and it means, further than this, that where 
you honestly hesitate upon the question whether certain evi- 
dence establishes a given proposition, when your minds after 
mature deliberation and earnest effort to arrive at the truth 
cannot come to a satisfactory conclusion as to the existence 
of a certain fact, or as to its effect, then the doubt belongs to 
the defendant. The difficulty must be suggested by the ease 
and not by your imagination. If the beam wavers, then the 
doubt is thrown into the defendant’s scale, but you must not 
so hold the balance as to create tremor. 

You may possibly wish to fix the precise time of the mur- 
der. I have analyzed the testimony on this point: Sarah 
Campbell says she left Mrs. Hill’s house about 3 p. m. In 
the evening she was at the house of a friend, in Lombard 
street, between Seventeenth and Eighteenth streets. It struck 
9 o ’clock a few minutes before she left. She probably 
reached Tenth and Pine about 25 minutes past 9. Frederick 
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H. Weaver, tlie watchman, was going to his bank, and aft 20 
minutes of 10 o’clock he saw a woman pull the next-door 
bell. The murder had then been discovered. John P. Mont- 
gomery, Esq., took tea at 6:30; remained in the dining- 
room, adjoining the scene of tiie murder to the north, until 
five minutes past 9. He then went to his bedroom; com- 
menced to read, and had read- about half an hour when he 
heard a knock at his door. Mr. Doster and Mr. Channing 
Leidy were coming down Tenth street about half past 9 
o’clock; understanding that something had occurred, they 
went into the house. Mr. Leidy a&ys the body was then 
cold. W. H. G. Morrell says that the clock struck 9 when he 
was in Tenth street, below Chestnut street, and that he went 
into Mrs. Hill’s house about ten or fifteen minutes of 10. 
Dr. Zantzinger arrived there at twenty minutes of 10. Mrs. 
Hill was then dead, and had been dead, he supposed, twenty 
minutes or half an hour. Dr. Merritt reached the house about 
twelve minutes before 10. Dr. Maury, the defendant’s witness, 
did not see the body, but supposed, from the description, that 
it had been dead an hour or an hour and a half, when Dr. 
Zantzinger made his examination. As Mr. Montgomery was 
sitting within a few feet of the sofa on which Mrs. Hill was 
probably murdered, with only a brick wall between him and 
her house, through which sounds were readily heard, and as 
he remained in that room from 6:30 o’clock to five minutes 
past 9, without hearing the slightest noise, it is, perhaps, 
probable that the murder was committed shortly after Mr. 
Montgomery went to his bedroom, say between five and ten 
minutes past 9. This would correspond with Dr. Zantzinger ’s 
statement. If so, two or three of the witnesses examined 
must have been very near the house at that very instant, 
and the servant girl was then on her way home. 

I have thus endeavored, gentlemen, to touch upon every 
point in the case, and to present all the evidence under ap- 
propriate heads. You must supply any omission you detect, 
and look searchingly through the whole case. 

Accept no circumstances of whose existence you are not 
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well satisfied. Draw from it no conclusion save that justified 
by truth and by reason. See to it that each link is perfectly 
forged and logically welded to its brothers in the chain. 
Allow no element of the case to weigh against the defendant 
unless it point to guilt alone. Guard yourselves against every 
possible prejudice. Give the defendant the benefit of every 
rational doubt, and so discharging your whole obligation to 
the law, to the defendant, and to yourselves, you shall find 
that duties thus paid bring repose to the minds that study 
to perform them. 

THE VERDICT OF GUILTY. 

The jury went out at twenty minutes of 9 o’clock and re- 
turned into court at thirteen minutes past 9. 

Mr. Galton (Clerk). Gentlemen of the jury, rise and look 
upon the prisoner. I*risoner, rise and look upon the jury. 

Mr. Gallon. Gentlemen of the jury, how say you: Is the 
prisoner at the bar guilty of the felony of murder whereof he 
stands indicted, or not guilty ? 

The Foreman. Guilty. 

Mr. Galton. Of what degree? 

The Foreman. Of the first degree. 

Mr. Gallon. Gentlemen of the jury, hearken to your ver- 
dict, as the Court have it recorded. You say you find the 
pinsoner at the bar guilty in manner and form as he stands 
indicted, and so say you all. 

The Prisoner stood unmoved until the verdict was pro- 
nounced, when he clasped his hands on his heart, and raised 
his eyes as a person would do in supplication. 

He maintained his nerve, although he seemed bewildered 
for a moment at the verdict, he having evidently expected an 
acquittal. His father leaned his head upon the rail of the 
dock and wept bitterly. 

THE SENTENCE OF DEATH. 

January 30. 

At 10 o’clock the prisoner was brought into court. He pre- 
sented a better appearance than on any occasion since the 
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commencement of the trial. His hair had been neatly cut; 
this, together with a clean shave, made him look younger in 
years than he really is. During the morning he sat in the 
dock usually occupied by females. His father was early by 
his side and provided him with a chair in the dock, where he 
sat cross-legged with his hands clasped, talking to his parent. 
As the clock struck 12, the Judges appeared on the bench. 

Judge Brewster. Twenty-five reasons have been submitted in 
support of this motion for a new trial. They have been argued at 
great length, and have received careful consideration. 

The first, second and third reasons refer to certain remarks alleged 
to have been made by the District Attorney in his closing address to 
the juiy\ We have not been referred to any case in which a new 
trial hais been granted for similar reasons. No objections to the 
remarks were made at the time, and no complaint can be made now. 

Reasons third and fourth to twelfth, inclusive, complain of the 
charge. Upon the conclusion of the body of the charge the Court 
stated that certain points had been presented by the counsel for the 
defense, which would be read and answered. 

One of the counsel for the defense thereupon rose and stated that 
all the points thus presented were withdrawn, and that the counsel 
simply desired to invite a correction as to the statement of the evi- 
dence upon two points. 

After this disavowal of all exception it will not be deemed arbi- 
trary to hold the defense to its direct withdrawal. No counsel has 
the right to mislead a judge by a direct statement of acquiescence or 
by silence. Anxious to correct any possible error in this record which 
can be discovered, we have examined the charge with careful scrutiny, 
and all agree that there was no injustice therein to the defendant. 

Defendant’s counsel repeatedly stated in his remarks that Mrs. Hill 
had been brutally murdered. There was not then, there is not now 
any question as to degrees of murder. 

There was no evidence, no pretenca of hot blood, or conflict, of self- 
defense, of intoxication, of any thing which could define this crime 
as other than murder in the first degree. 

As evidence of premeditation, we have the poker carried up in the 
dining-room, the mortal blow on the recumbent body, and the finger 
almost severed, which was shading the face of the unfortunate lady. 

In support of the defense that the deed had been committed by 
burglars, the testimony of Mr. Altgelt was referred to at some length, 
and the jury were also told that they could adopt the theory of bur- 
glary, even though they did not credit Altgelt. 

The names of all the defendant’s witnesse? were stated and the 
substance of their testimony recapitulated. The gift of the house 
and furniture to Mrs. Twitchell, the temper of the dogs, the large 
income of Mrs. Hill, want of motive, impossibility of hearing in the 
front room noises in the dining-room, &e friendship between the 
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d€C6&S6d. And. tli6 defendflut^ the £&ilure to find &iiy money or weftpon 
in the cesspool, were all stated. 

The jury were also reminded that the prisoner had proved a good 
character, and, in conclusion, they were reminded of their duty to 
give the prisoner the benefit of every doubt. We now pass to the 
consideration of the remaining reasons. 

The fourteenth reason is the refusal of the Court to permit the 
defendant to withdraw his peremi)tory challenge against one of the 
venires. But it has been decided that the privilege of challenge is 
the right not to select but to reject. 

The fifteenth reason is because the Court admitted statements of 
witnesses which were not evidence, and subsequently sought to cover 
the irregularity by instructing the jury to disregard them; and the 
evidence of Joseph Gilbert is referred to in this connec^tion. 

The Court admitted nothing. The witnessos were allowed to t^ro- 
ceed without objection by defendant’s counsel, and as soon ns motions 
to strike out were made, the sentences objected to were stricken out. 
Here, as elsewhere, the ])risoner had the benefit of every doubt. 

The sixteenth reason wat« because the Court admitted, as evidence 
of the defendant being ])ressed for money, the statement of Mrs. Hill 
to Gilbert that the defendant and wife had robbed her. Hut tlie first 
evidence on the point of robbery came from the defendant himself. 

The seventeentli reason complains that the defondrint’s bank ac- 
count was admitted, with the assurance that it woidd be followed by 
evidence that the iirisoner was in a tight place, wliich the (h>mmon- 
wealth failed to prove. Hut the Commonwealth did phow that the 
prisoner was unable to pay his debts. 

The nineteenth reason is, that the Court rejected evidence of de- 
fendant’s own statements, which is of little weight here, as the^ pris- 
oner was allowed the benefit of every doubt, and was defended in the 
ablest manner by his counsel. 

The twentieth and twenty-first reasons are, that the Court rejected 
the opinions of the medical experts based on experiments recen I ly 
made. If a jury can be bewildered by such confusions of science, w’e 
might as well abolish jury trials. 

But the prisoner wished to show that some other arm^ than the de- 
fendant’s could, with some other poker than that in evidence, inflict 
Buch wounds upon some other skull. Of what avail was all this? The 
experiment must have been made on the skull of a corpse. These 
blows were on the head of a living person. 

The twenty-second reason complains of the admission of the evi- 
dence of E. J. Post. The Commonwealth offered to show that 
at the time Altgelt passed there nothing unusual occurred on the 
premises. All the testimony disproves the theory of burglary. 

The twenty-third reason assigns after-discovered evidence. We 
have beard nothing in support of it. , . . , m 

Lastly, it is said the verdict is against the law and the evidence. We 
have carefully reviewed the testimony and are of the opinion that 
we cannot disturb the verdict. All the circumstances point to the 
defendant’s g^uilt. The explanations of the defendant were all pa- 
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tiently heard by the jury, but th^ have not regarded the statements 
made as satisfactory. The motion for a new trial is, therefore, over- 
ruled. 

JIfr. Sheppardt May it please the Court, as the motion for 
a new trial has been overruled, it now becomes my official 
duty in behalf of the Commonwealth in common with the laws 
of Pennsylvania, to now ask that judgment of the law be 
passed. 

Judge Aluson. The Clerk will ask the prisoner if he has 
anything to say why sentence should not be passed. 

The Clerk. George S. Twitchell, Jr., have you anything to 
say why sentence of death should not be passed ? 

The Prisoner. I desire to say that I have been tried and 
convicted of a crime I know nothing of.' 

Judge Brewster. George S. Twitchell, Jr., the accusation 
preferr(!d against you hy the Commonwealth has been exam- 
ined with great patience and with an earnest desire to accord 
to you the fullest rights secured by the Constitution and the 
laws. The jurors who tried you were accepted by you when 
your challenges were still unexhausted. They deserved your 
confidence, for no men could have heard your case with 
greater fairness or impartiality. You were ably and skill- 
fully defended. All that learning, industry and eloquence 
could suggest was most earnestly urged on your behalf. The 
Court was anxious to throw every doubt into the scale of 
mercy. 

Notwithstanding all this, you have been convicted of the 
highest crime known to the law, and a most exhaustive argu- 
ment in your behalf has failed to satisfy any member of the 
Court that the verdict should be disturbed. This trial has 
thus demonstrated that secret murder, committed in the pri- 
vacy of a home, can neither be shielded by the absence of 
witnesses or the position of the accused. Although the victim 
may be dispatched in quiet, still every little drop of blood 
and every surrounding fact become, in the orderings of Provi- 
dence, a witness pointing with unerring certainty to the crim- 
inal. 
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I shall not add to the pain of your present position, by 
alluding to the eireuinstances of this case, but it would seem 
to be due to justice to declare that your trial has been con- 
ducted throughout with all the tender regard for life which 
marks the humanity of the law. While Mrs. Hill was sent 
to her last account without the opportunity for even one 
short prayer, the Law has been jealous of every right which 
the presumption of innocence could throw around you. She 
has given you every opportunity to prepare for your trial, 
the right of challenge to jurors, the pj'ivilege of being de- 
fended by able counsel, the benefit of every doubt, and the 
advantage of reviewing all the rulings upon every point. 

When all have resulted in your condemnation, she still, in 
mercy, gives you time for repentance and for supplication. 
Let me recommend you in all earnestness to avail yourself 
of this privilege. Obtain the counsel of devout iiu?n, ap- 
proach with them the Throne of Grace. In fervent contri- 
tion, and in sincere repentance, seek Him whose mercy is 
all-sufficient even to the washing away of blood. And now 
it only remains for us to declare the judgment of the law, 
which is: 

That George S. Twitchell. Jr„ the prisoner at the bar, l)e 
taken from hence to the jail of the County of Philadelphia, 
from whence he came, and from thence to the place of exi'cu- 
tion, and that he be there hanged by the neck until he is dead, 
and may God, of His infinite goodness, have mercy upon his 
soul. 


THE FRUITLESS APPEALS. 

March 


The prisoner's counsel had previously applied to the Supreme 
Court for a writ of error which after S 

another appeal was made by handing ", ® J,,„ 

was dispwed of very peremptorily by ( hief Justice Ihompw.n, 

'’“%n Monday, the 22nd inst., and over fifty days f nteii«>. a 

simfiar «;&on was handed to 
counsel en^ged for the prisoner on the 
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that of the counsel making application only.^^ This application^ even 
if fully authorized by the defendant, which does not appear, is out 
of time; but as the reasons assigned are altogether different from 
^ose heretofore assigned, we have considered them to see if a dif- 
ferent conclusion should have been arrived at on the former appli- 
cation, and if so, to remedy the result, if possible ; and on this exam- 
ination we hOiiitate not to say that had they been presented on the 
petition of the prisoner and in due time, our conclusions in regard to 
the allocatur could not have been in the least changed. They contain 
no grounds whatever demanding a review of the case in this court. 
The application is refused, and the papers are directed to be returned 
to the counsel. 

Mr. Huhhell. I desire, if your Honors please, to have tiieae pa- 
pers filed in this court. I appear, «ir, authorized by the prisoner 
himself. 

Chief Justice Thompson. No, sir! This is the disposition we 
make of this case. 

Mr. Huhhell. Then, may it please your Honors, I hold in my 
hands a paper prepared by myself and Mr. O’Byrne, which I desire 
to have filed in this court in this cai^e. 

Chief Justice Thompson. We cannot admit it; we have finally 
disposed of the case. 

TWITCHELL’S CONFESSION. 

April 3. 

Today Twitchell published from his cell the following con- 
fession : 

went to my room on the night of the murder, and instead of go- 
ing to bed I laid down on the lounge in my room, and fell asleep. 
My wife was in bed at the time. I was roused by her repeated calls, 
and ran down to the dining-room, where 1 found her much excited, 
saying, T have had a quarrel with mother and killed her;’ T do not 
know whether she said ^save me !’ or ‘help me hide it !’ but at last we 
threw the body of Mits. Hill out of the window to make it look as if 
she fell out: I went down stairs and washed my hands and face at 
the hydrant; then went to my room, undressed, and went to bed; my 
wife came up afterwards and got into bed, where we staid till Sarah 
Campbell rung the bell. I think we vrere in bed ten or twenty min- 
utes. I made a solemn vow to the Eternal God that night that I 
would never reveal it; but T cannot keep it any longer. I am sorry 
that T have said I knew nothing of it; but I did it with the vow in 
my mind, and to save my wife. I now make these disclosures that 
I may have peace with God. In the presence of Rev. George Bring- 
hurst and William B. Perkins.” Questioned in his cell by his counsel 
and dergyman, he added : did not entertain the slightest idea 

that my stetement would alter my situation, as far as the law went, 
hut made it to have entire peace with my God, and did not tbiyik it 

»Mr. Hubbell. 
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woidd be publiWied until after my execution. My reasons for not 
stating it sooner are simply these, thal 1 fully expected my wife to 
oome forward and state all, and not leave me to perform the unpleas- 
ant duty 5 but her a;bseutiug herself from me, and Jier actions so un- 
natural to me, and in such a position, has compelled me to come for- 
ward and state all I know, which 1 did on Saturday. 1 would state, 
also, gentlemen, that if these statements can be said by my wife to 
want foundation and are incorrect, let her come forward and deny 
them.” 

But the general opinion in Philadelphia was that Twitchell was 
lying. “The general belief is, that the reverse of the storv is most 
likely to be true, that is, that Twitchell himself niav have had some 
dispute with Mrs. Hill while sitting in the room with her; tliat he 
killed her, then told his wife, and that the two then threw the body 
out of the window. But, however that may be, no one gives any 
credit to his ^confession,' not because there is any belief that Mrs. 
Twitchell is guiltless, for there is no such general belief, but because 
Twitcheirs story is intrinsically imjirobable, and because lie has 
shown himself to be utterly uinvorthy of credit. The blood sprinkles 
on his shirt bosom and the sprinkles on other parts of his clothing, 
cannot be accounted for by the mere fact of carrying the body of 
Mrs. Hill to the window. The contact with the blood from carrying 
the body might have smeared his clothes, but could not have s))riiilvled 
him with the fine spots on tlie iipiier part of his person — ^llie ‘red 
rain,' directed by the laws of Providence — ^which pointed him out 
beyond all doubt as the brandisher and user of the murderous weapon, 
or, as standing by whilst the weapon was being used. This fur- 
nishes the intrinsic evidence of the falsity of that part of the story 
where lie says he was asleep on the lounge in his room wliilst his 
wife was killing her mother. She, indeed, may have <lone the deed ; 
but, if so, he 'was standing by within the fatal circle of that bloody 
show’^er, and not in his own room, either asleep or awake. But 
Twitchell has shown himself, all through this liorrible affair, to he 
an artful hypocrite and sliameless liar, as well as a cruel and cow- 
ardly murderer, whose words, statements and ‘confessions,' so far as 
they are calculated to shield himself, are entitled to no credence what- 
ever. While in the dock, accused of the murder of his motlier-iii-law, 
a woman who had bestowed every kindness and indulgence upon him, 
he sat like an unconcerned siiectator, without a sign of the shame 
and humiliation that should liave covered him all over, and the ex- 
planation of this was that he was conscious of his innocence, that^ he 
knew nothing about the murder. When a^ked if he had anything 
to say why the sentence of the law should not be pronounced, he 
answered', with the basest .hypocrisy and falsehood, that he had been 
convicted of a murder that lie ‘he did not know anything about.’ In 
his cell since the sentence, he has attempted to play the part of the 
martyred innocent, saying that those who believed him guilty would 
live to be sorry for it,’ and still pretending utter absence^ of all kn^l- 
edge of the murder until he saw the dead body; and while thus lying, 
he was pretending all the while to be devoutly engag^ in prayer 
and other religious exercises. Now, in a pitiable effort to relieve 
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himself from the diarge of killing Mrs. Hill with his own hand, in 
the hope that it may save his wretched life, he tells the public that 
all his previous statements were false, that he did know all about 
the murder, that his air of injured innocence was a sham, and his 
devout praying and singing were base hypocricy. These are his 
claims for belief in his ^confession,’ and these the reasons why no one 
can believe it. 

“There is one point, however, settled by the ^confession,’ viz.: 
that tlie murder was committed by one or other of the Twitchells — 
one or botli; and not by any outside parties. Altgelt’s ‘tall man,’ 
with the ‘long coat,’ is thus proved to be a myth, if not worse, as 
every thinking person believed at the time. That story has met its 
just fate. The pretentious pamphfet laid before tlie Oovernor, by 

, ‘of counsel for defendant,’ based on ‘physical laws and 

scientific’ ratiocination, and which contained the ‘demonstrations of 
Twitchell’s innocence,’ and equal demonstrations that the murder was 
committed by Altgeli’s ‘tall man,’ and that the other ‘man’ was sta- 
tioned in the yard as a look-out, has met with a still more ignominous 
catastrophe. This credulous counsellor was so blind in his faith, 
that he went to Washington for sympathy in his theories, and it is a 
rather striking incident of this remarkable case, that about the vexy 
time that he was appealing to the Supreme Court in behalf of ‘this 
young man conscious of his innocence,’ the ‘innocent young man’ him- 
self was engaged in preparing the ‘confession’ of his guilty knowledge 
for the public eye. These events should be a warning to all those af- 
fected by the prevalent maudlin sentimentality for murderers, and 
especially those who have made themselves conspicious in this Twitch- 
ell case. Twitehell, by his last act, has shown himself to be equal to 
any depth of baseness, and yet he has been made the object of as 
much sympathy, and as great a dep'ee of persistent effort to free 
him from the punishment due to his atrocious crime, aa if he had 
been a martyr and a saint. 

“There is still another, and a most important point suggested by 
this ‘confession.’ It is now placed beyond all doubt that the whole 
theory of the defense was based upon a falsehood. The public will 
remember tlie anonymous letter purporting to come from one of the 
murderers, wliieh said that the writer and another man killed Mrs. 
Hill. This was the first public introduction of the ‘two men’ who 
subsequently figured in the defense. Then Altgelt’s evidence was 
brought in to account for these two men. Twitchell’lB statement that 
his wife and himself were the only parties to the murder, brands this 
whole theory as a falsehood. Whose falsehood was itf Was it 
Twitchell’s ownf If not, his statement opens up a most serious ques- 
tion.”*® 

THE SUICIDE OF THE PRISONER. 

Apra 8. 

The execution of Twitehell was fixed for today between ten and 
three. But on going to wake him early this morning, one of the 


Report of the Trial, page 2. 
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jailers found him lying dead upon his bed. His spiritual adviser, 
Rev. Mr. Bringhurst, had left him at 11 o'clock the night before, and 
at two o’clock in the morning one of the prison watchmen had looked 
into the cell and found him apparently asleep with a blanket drawn 
over his head. At the inquest one of the warders stated that after 
going into Eaton’s cell — another convict who 'was to be hanged with 
Twitchell— to see if he was safe, was called back by Eaton, saying: 
“Mr. Cassidy, 1 wish to say something to you. I do not know that 
it will be right for me to die 'without telling you, as perhaps the 
keepers might be blamed for what might occur.” 1 think he said: 
“You will not hang Twitchell tomorrow.” I said: “What reason 
have you for that supposition f” He replied: “I have had a talk 
with him this evening.” I said: “How did you talk with himf” He 
said: “Our doors were open. I saw him and wished to encourage 
him; I told him to pick up courage and die like a man. He sliook 
his head, and held up his thumb and finger, pointing to his mouth, 
and said : ^Mum is the word.’ ” 

The coroner’s jury found that Twitchell had committed suicide 
with prussic acid. But who had supplied it to him could not be dis- 
covered. 



THE TRIAL OP JOHN WOOD FOR SENDING A 
CHALLENGE TO A DUEL, NEW YORK 
CITY, 1818. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

In the days when dueling was the last word of a gentle- 
man’s quarrel, John Wood, a very humble and illiterate 
youth in New York City, made up his mind to emulate his- 
betters in this regard and after much labor, evolved an epis- 
tle to his enemy to this effect: “I have an excellent pair of 
pistols as ever was used — ^i Should be very happy with your 
company tomorrow afternoon or morning, which is most 
convenient for you, to go along with me and try them ; every- 
thing will be Prepared and we will have a fine time off it.” 
The enemy wrote back asking how he should proceed, to 
which he replied, “I think if you was more particular in 
Reading your letter you would find i mentioned it should be 
a little above hobokcn as there is a Very Convenient Place.” 
This meeting did not take place, but John was arrested, in- 
dicted, tried and convicted of sending a challenge to a duel. 
The Judge fined him only one dollar as he thought the other 
penalties prescribed by the State against duelling were enough. 
And he pointed out to John that for what he had done he 
could never hold any office in the State — ^not even be a ser- 
geant in the militia. And he would be forever a proscribed 
citizen of the country which gave him birth. 

THE TRIAL.* 

In the Court of Omeral Sessions, New York City, September, 

1818 . 

Hon. Cadwallader D. CoiiDEN,® Mayor. 

September 10, 

The defendant had been indicted for a misdemeanor, in 
writing and delivering, and causing tc be delivered, to John 

* New York City Hafi Recorder. See 1 Am. St. Tr. 61. 

* See 1 Am. St. Tr. 6. 
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C. Tallman, a challenge to fight a duel, against the tom of 
the statute in such case made and provided.” The parties 
were both young men under the age of twenty-one years. 

Mr. Van Wyck* for the Prosecution. 

Mr. Drake,* for the Prisoner. 

The ch alleng e set forth in the indictment, consisted of two 
letters in the following words and figun^s : 


“New York, July 22, 1818. 

Mr. Jno. Talman 

Sir, , . 

I have an excellent pair of pistols as ever was used i 
Should be very happy with yoiur company to morrow aftemTOU or 
m orning which is most convenient to you for to go along with me 
and try them everything will be Prepared and we will have a fine 
time off it i have got an acquaintance of yours to go along with me 
i mean my friend Robt Ustick i wish you would give me an answer 
wether we shall be favoured with your company from 

Yrs obd 

John Wood.” 


To this epistle Tallman returned the following answer: 


“Sir 

I reed yours dated the 22d desiring my company, at wnat pi^ 
you do not mention ; I would thank you to be more exphat « I shall 
know how to proceed 

Yours &e. 

J H T.” 


JoS’ R.' ^^83-1857) One of the earliest settlew m 
Tioea Countv. New York. Member of Congress, New York, 1817- 
1819. Judge, Tioga Coimty, 1833. Member New York Assembly, 

1834. Died in Oswego, N. Y. „ - 

* The “act to suppress duelling, passed Nov. 6, 1816 (4 VoJ. Laws 
N. y. b. p. 3), provides, in substance, that if any person whatsoever 

shall challenge another to fight a duel, or if any 
a challenee or if any person shall, knowingly, the l^rer or 

and eonviatad tlian».f. stall ta f SluSf 

elected to anv Dost of profit, trust or emolument, civil or miut^, 
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The reply, which closed this correspondence, was as fol- 
lows: 


“New York July 22 1818. 
Sir 

I think if you was more particular in Reading your letter 
you would find i mentioned it should be a little above bobokeu as 
there is a Very Convenient Place Please to Let me know what time 
i may Expect you there. 

Yrs John Wood” 

Mr. Drake applied to the court to order a nolle prosequi to 
be entered on the indictment according to the statute," on 
the ground that the parties had settled between themselves, 
and Tallman was then ready in court to acknowledge satis- 
faction. The counsel contended that this misdemeanor fell 
within the provisions of the statute, which he read. 

The CouBT decided that, although this was a misdemeanor 
which could not be considered as having been committed “to 
the injury and damage of the party complaining,’’ although 
“not charged to have been done riotously, or with intent to 
conunit a felony,’’ and, although, in strictness, “not an in- 
famous crime,’’ yet it was an offense “for which there was 
no remedy by civil action.” For several misdemeanors be- 
sides an assault and battery, the party injured might bring 
an action; but for sending a challenge no remedy, by civil 
action, was provided. This is, therefore, a misdemeanor which 
does not fall within the provisions of the statute, and the 
court could not legally grant the application. 

of the act, and while an inhabitant of this state ; and it is further pro- 
vided by the act, that if any person sliall leave this state and fight a 
duel, or aid, etc., and any person ^lall be killed, the challenger may 
be tried in any county in lliis state. 

" “That where a person shall be indicted for an assault and bat- 
tery, or other misdemeanor to the injury and damage of the party 
complaining, and not charged to have been done riotously, or with 
intent to commit a felony, or not being an infamous crime, and for 
which there shall be a remedy by civil action, if the party complain- 
ing shall appear before the court in which the indictment shall be, 
and acknowledge to have received satisfaction for such injury, etc., 
it shall be lawful for tbe coiu-t, in their discretion, to order a noils 
prosequi to be entered,” etc. 




JOHN WOOD 


THE WITNESSES. 


Robert Ustick. Am the person 
named in the letter set forth; 
never knew of any difference be- 
tween the parties, and was never 
spoken to by Wood to become a 
second. 

John C, Tollman. There had 
been a difference between AVood 


and myself; lire letters, which T 
believe to be in the handwritini? 
of Wood, from having seen him 
scribble on paper, were received 
by the hands of Wood’s cousin. 
To the first letter I retunied the 
answer, and, on the same day, re- 
ceived the reply. 


Mr. Drake contended to the jury, that from the words of 
the letter, and the other evidence, it could not be considered 
that a challenge was intended; and, for aught that appears, 
this might have been an invitation from Wood to Tallman, 
to accompany him on an innocent excursion to fire at a mark. 

The Mayor charged the jury that, although the statute had 
provided that ^‘if any person shall challenge another to fight 
a duel,’’ etc., yet, to constitute a challenge, it was not neces- 
sary that the wwds contained in the act should be pursued. 
The sole question for the determination of the jury was, 
whether, from all the facta and circumstances in the case, it 
could be rationally inferred, that the letters set forth in this 
indictment were intended by the defendant as a challenge to 
fight a duel. The principal ingredients of a challenge were 
time, place, weapons, and friend ; all of which were contained 
in the letters. Besides, there was a difference between the 
parties, and although it had not been proved that Hoboken 
was a place generally selected for fighting duels, yet. t is was 
a matter of public notoriety. And his honor remarked m 
the conclusion of his charge, that it would be ^f 

deep regret, if an offense, against wliieli the legislainre had 
been so anxious to guard, an oflFeuw^ so dangerous in e eom 
munity. disseminating itself even among children, as in this 

ease could be committed with impunity., liecaiise justice wsr 

so blind as to he unable to penetrate the flimsy veil of defense 

interposed. « 

The Jury found the defendant Guilty. consider- 

The Mayo., in -entenee f f 

ation of the severity of the punishment, incident to 
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tion for this offense, by tbe provisions of the statute, had in- 
duced the court to superadd a nominal punidiment only. The 
defendant must hereafter be contented to live in the country 
which gave him birth, as a proscribed citizen; for whatever 
may be his merit and qualifications in this state he could 
never hold any office; not even that of a subaltern in the 
militia. Should he procure a pardon from the executive, still, 
he never could take the oath prescribed in the statute, for 
those chosen or elected to fill an office. 

It would have been far better for him, before undertaking 
to display his chivalrous spirit by writing challenges, so far 
to have completed his education, that he might have written 
the English langfuage with more propriety than his composi- 
tion evinced on .this occasion. 

He will be fined one dollar and give security to keep the 
peace for two years. 




THE TRIAL OP STEPHEN AND JESSE BOORN 
FOR THE MURDER OP RUSSEL COLVIN, 
BENNINGTON, VERMONT, 1819. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

In the spring of 1812, there lived in the town of Manches- 
ter, Vermont, a family named Boom, consisting of the father, 
Barney Boom, his wife, two grown-up sons, Stephen and Jesse, 
a daughter, Sally, who had been married eighteen years to a 
man named Russel Colvin, and who, with lier husband and 
two children, also lived with her father. The old people were 
respectable, and in comfortable circumstances, while the 
younger members of the family wore rather wild and reckless. 

The son-in-law, Colvin, was a nij^n of weak intellect, and 
was at times insane, and would sometimes absent himself for 
days at a time without giving any account of himself, and 
once he was gone eight or nine months, though it is said that 
he corresponded with his family during the time. 

In the month of May, 1812, during the absence of Mrs. 
Colvin, who was on a visit to a neighboring town, Colvin sud- 
denly disappeared. No particular inquiry was made at the 
time, as the Booms reported that he had gone on one of his 
customary journeys. Days and weeks rolled by, and months 
lengthened into years, and nothing was heard of the missing 
man. People began to make inquiries and, as is usual in 
such cases, rumors began to spread, and suspicions of foul 
play were communicated from one to another. 

To add fuel to the flame, it was remembered that the young 
Booms had spoken strangely of the disappearance of Colvin, 
though ho one had taken much notice of it at the time. One 
of them had stated that he knew Colvin was dead, and the 
other, that they had put him where potatoes would not freeze, 
Though these were, probably, idle remarks when made, they 
served, greatly, to make the people believe that the Booms 
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were responsible for the disappearance of Colvin. It was also 
known that Colvin and the Booms had not been on good 
terms, and that they sometimes quarreled. In a short time 
the public came to the conclusion that Colvin had been mur- 
dered, and that the Booms were the murderers, and a hun- 
dred eyes and ears were on the alert to discover evidence of 
what they already believed to be trae. 

And evidence was not long in forthcoming. Some children 
at play, on or near the old Boom place, found a hat in a 
mouldy, dilapidated condition, and it being recognized as the 
hat Colvin wore at the time of his disappearance, search at 
once began for the bones of the unfortunate man. About this 
time, Amos Boom, uncle of Stephen and Jesse, dreamed that 
Russel Colvin came to his bedside and told him that he had 
been murdered, and to follow him and he would lead him to 
the spot where he was buried. This was repeated three times. 
The place of burial as described in the dream was an old cel- 
lar hole, about four feet square, over which a house had for- 
merly stood, and which was used, at the time of Colvin’s dis- 
appearance, as a place for burying potatoes, as was frequently 
done in those days, but which had afterwards been filled up. 

About this time a barn on the Boom farm was burned, and 
it was supposed by many that the body might have been con- 
cealed under it. Another circumstance occurred which ex- 
cited much attention. A lad with a dog was walking at a 
short distance from Barney Boom’s, when the dog began to 
dig furiously under an old stump. Soon some bones were dug 
out, and on being examined were pronounced to be human. 
This was too much for the excited inhabitants. Stephen Boom 
had recently removed to the State of New York, but Jesse 
Boom was arrested and brought before a Justice of the Peace 
for examination, on the 27th day of April, 1819, nearly seven 
years after the supposed murder. 

The examination lasted five days and was attended by a 
large concourse of people. The country was scoured for evi- 
dence. The old cellar-hole was reopened, and a large Tmife, 
a penknife and a button were found. The large knife wd 
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button were identified as having belonged to Colvin. The 
bones found in the hollow stump were brought into court, 
and four physicians were called, who, after an examination, 
pronounced them to be the bones of a human foot, together 
with some toe-nails, and perhaps a thumb-nail. One of the 
physicians, after thinking the matter over, concluded there 
might, after all, be a doubt about it, and on examining a 
human skeleton at home was convinced that he had been mis- 
taken, and the next day went into court and retracted his 
former statement. The other physicians were not satisfied, 
and to settle the matter sent to a neighboring town and had a 
leg, that had been amputated and buried, exhumed and 
brought into court, and, on comparing the two specimens, 
everyone was convinced that the bones were, not human. This 
dampened the public ardor somewhat, and it is prabable that 
Jesse would have been discharged but that on Saturday he 
made a statement that he believed Colvin had been murdered, 
and that his brother Stephen was the murderer ; that Stephen 
had told him the previous winter that he (Stephen) and Col- 
vin were hoeing when they had a (juarrel and Colvin at- 
tempted to run away ; that he struck him on the back part of 
the head with a club and fractured his skull ; that he (Jesse) 
did not know what had become of the body, but mentioned 
several places where it might be found. The next Sunday 
the inhabitants for miles around turned out to search for the 
remains of Colvin. Stumps were overturned, cellar-holes ex- 
amined, and the side of the mountain back of the premises 
carefully searched, but all to no avail; nothing resembling 
human remains was found. 

But the people were not satisfied. A warrant was issued, 
and two officers were despatched to New York to arrest Ste- 
phen Boom. On their way back they tried to induce him to 
make a confession, telling him what Jesse had said, and that 
the facts were strong enough to convict him, but Stephen 
stoutly maintained his innocence, and this he did when con- 
fronted by Jesse. After Stephen was brought back, the ex- 
amination was continued, but no new facts were brought out. 
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and they "were both held to await the action of the Grand Jury 
in the following September where the principal witness against 
them was one Silas Merrill, who was confined in the jail with 
them, on the charge of forgery. He testified that Jesse made 
a confession to him in June while they were together in the 
jail, but whether any such confession was ever made in 
fact is doubtfuL One thing is certain: before the sitting 
of the Grand Jury, Merrill had been confined in chains, while 
after that event his chains were taken oft and he was permitted 
to go about the streets. A true bill was found against both 
Jesse and Stephen for the murder of Colvin. 

Meantime public feeling against the prisoners was intense. 
Almost without exception they were believed to be guilty. 
Many were allowed to visit them in jail, and even persons of 
character and infiuence, and officers of the law, told them that 
the case was clearly against them; that to confess was the 
best thing they could do; that if they made a confession an 
effort would be made to have their sentence commuted to im- 
prisonment for life. Convinced that this was their only hope, 
Stephen made a written confession, taking upon himself the 
sole responsibility of the crime, but claiming that he and Col- 
vin had a quarrel, and that Colvin struck him first. 

Large crowds of people from Manchester and neighboring 
towns attended the trial, which was held in the Congrega- 
tional Church, for the reason that the Court House would not 
accommodate the multitude, and great interest was manifested 
by all classes in the result, though but very few could be 
found who did not believe the prisoners guilty, or who would 
venture to say a kind word for them. 

The evidence against the prisoners was entirely circumstan- 
tial and mostly unimportant, with the exception of the con- 
fessions, which were objected to by the counsel for the pris- 
oners on the ground that they were extorted by undue 
influence, and that they did not corroborate each other, ^e 
objections were overruled and the confessions admitted. An 
effort was made on the part of the defense to weaken the effect 
of the confessions on the m i n ds of the jury by introducing 
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testimony to show that they were subjected to a strong out- 
side influence previous to and at the time the confessions 
were made. 

The jury, after an hour’s delibei^ation, brought in a ver- 
dict of guilty of murder against Jesse and Stephen Boom, 
and, though both stoutly protested their iiinoeciice, the Chief 
Justice sentenced them to be haiigtHl on the 28th of the next 
January. 

The Vermont Legislature being in session at the time, a pe- 
tition for a commutation of sentence was presented to it, with 
the result that Jesse’s sentence was changed to imprisonment 
for life, but the sentence of Stephen was confirmed. When news 
of this was brought to Stephen, he suggested to one of his 
lawyers that Colvin be advertised for, which was done, in a 
local paper, though nearly everyone thought the move a very 
absurd one. But the notice was copied into a New York news- 
paper which, being read aloud in a hotel, was overheard by a 
guest from New Jersey, who suggested tlmt the description 
was that of a man working on a farm where he lived.' Within 
a few days Colvin was discovered on the New Jersey farm, 
brought back to Vennont and fully identified as the man for 
whose murder two innocent persons liad been sentenced to 
death. Their release from prison followed. 


THE TIIIAL.- 


In the Supreme Court, Bennington^ Vermont, November, 
1819. 

Hon. Dudley Chase,® Chief Justice. 


Hon. Joel Doolittle,^ 
Hon. William Brayton,® 


I Judges. 


' See post p. 92. , » 

* Bibliography. *“The Trial, Confessions and Conviction of Jesse 
and Stephen Boom for the Murder of Russell C-olvin, and the Return 
of the man supposed to Have Been Murdered. By Bou. l^nard bar- 
geant, Ex-Lieutenant Governor of Vermont. Manchester, Vt.: 

Journal Book and Job Office, j . . -.i .j\ 

*‘*My8tery Developed or Russel Colvin (supposed ^to muraered) 
in full li fe and Stephen and Jesse Boom (his convicted murderers) 
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Novemher 9. 

At the September Term the Grand Jury for the County of 
Bennington had returned an indictment against Stephen 
Boom and Jesse Boom, of Manchester, in that county, charg- 
ing them with the murder in that place, on May 10, 1812, of 
one Russel Colvin. Stephen, it was alleged, had beaten Col- 
vin to death with a club, and Jesse had aided and assisted 
him. There was a second count charging Jesse Boom as prin- 
cipal and Stephen Boom as aiding. 

Calvin Sheldon^ for the State. 

rescued from Ignominious Death by Wonderful Discoveries. Con- 
taining, I. A Narrative of the Whole Transaction by Rev. Lemuel 
Haynes, A.M., 11. Rev. Mr. Haynes’ sermon upon the Development 
of &e Mystery, 111. A succinct account of the indictment. Trial and 
Conviction of Stephen and Jesse Boom. Second Edition. Hart- 
ford: Published by William S. Marse. R. Storrs, Printer. 1820.” 

* Chase, Dudley, (1771-1846.) Bom Cornish, N. H., State’s At- 
torney for Orange County. Member Constitutional Conventions of 
1814 and 1822. Representative in Legislature 1805-12 end 1824 and 
Speaker for five years. United States Senator 1813-1819, 1825-1831. 
Chief Justice Supreme Court of Vermont 1817-1821. Uncle of Sal- 
mon P. Chase, Chief Justice of the United States 1864-1873. 

^ Doolittle, Joel. (1774-1841.) Born Russell, Mass. Graduated 
Yale 1799. First Tutor Middlebuiy College, Vermont, 1800. Ad- 
mitted to Bar 1801. Gained extensive law practice. Member State 
Council 1815-1817. Judge Supreme Court Vermont 1817-1824. 
State Representative 1824. Member Board of Censors and Presi- 
dent 1834. Member Corporation Middlebury College 1819-1841. Es- 
teemed highly on account of his studious and faithful characteristics. 
Died at Middlebury. See Yale College Biog. Sketches 1792-1805. 
Hemenway Vermont Hist. Gazette. 6 Green Bag. 83. 

® Bratton, William. (1787-1828.) Bora Lansingbuig, N. Y. 
Student Williams College in his 13th year but did not graduate. Ad- 
mitted to Bar Franklin County, Vermont, 1807, and began practice 
in Swanton. State Represratative 1817. Judge Supreme Court 
1818-1823, when he resided in St. Albans, but afterwards removed 
to Burlington and continued practice of law. Published ^^Reports 
of the Supreme Court of Vermont 1815-1819.” Died in Burlington. 
See 6 Green Bag. 83, 191. 

• Sheldon, Calvin. (1785-1834). Born Ruysert, Vt. Graduated * 
Middlebury College 1806. Practiced in Manchester, Vt., until about 
1830, when he removed to Oswego, N. Y. Register of Probate Dis- 
trict of Manchester six years. Representative of Manchester in Legis- 
lature 1820. State’s Attorney Bennington County 1815-1821. IHed 
in Oswego. See Middlebury College Cat. of Graduates 1852-3. 1 
Vennont Hist. Mag. 224. 
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Richard Skinner J D. WeUman and Leonard SargeanP for 
the Prisoners, 

The Prisoners were arraigned and pleaded not guilty. 

Mr. Skinner moved the Court, ht behalf of prisoners, th at 
they might be allowed separate trials. 

The motion was disallowed by the Court. 

THE EVIDENCE FOR THE STATE. 

Judge Skinner, Have known first of klay last. The neat Sun- 
Bussel Colvin for many years; day we examined a hollow stump, 
he resided with his father-in-law, which we pulled up and found 
Barney Boom, and elsewhere in two nails and a number of bones, 
town. It is about 7 or 8 years One of the nails appeared to be 
since Russel Colvin has been in a thumb nail, the other was so 
town to my knowledge. Last much decayed that it could not 
spring I attended court of exam- be discovered to what it had be- 
ination; the knife and button and longed. Have heard Jesse Boom 
some bones were found in cellar- say that he believed the knife to 
bole, and were left with Mr. be Russel Cohins, and that he 
Pratt, who with me, went to Mrs. felt very bad. The house had 
Colvin and showed her the button been removed from tlie cellar- 
and knife. We in her presence hole nineteen years. The stump 
rubbed the button, and discov- was sixty rods from the cellar 
ered the color and flower in the hole, and near the bank of Bat- 
center. The knife was an old- tenkill river, 
fashioned, long jack-knife, and The declarations of Nathaniel 
had been much used. We pre- Boom when on his death-bed, 
sented them to Mrs. Colvin to relative to what had taken place, 
know if she recognized them as were now offered as evidence and 
the property of her late husband, objected to by Prisoner's Counsel, 

Amos Boom, Was present The Court. The evidence is 
when this knife and button were inadmissible, 
taken from the cellar-hole. The Amos Boom, Was formerly 
knife would open and shut as acquainted with Russel Colvin, 
it now does. It was about the He had been absent a long time 

^ Skinner, Richard. (1778-1833.) Bom Lichfield, Conn., but 
removed to Vermont and was Representative from that State in the 
Thirteenth Congress, 1813-1815. Judge Supreme Court Vermont 
1816. Chief Justice 1817. Speaker Vermont Assembly 1818. Gov- 
ernor of Vermont 1820-1823. Reappointed Chief Justice 1824. Died 
Manehester, Vt. 

*Saroeant, Leonard. (1793-1880.) Bora Dorset, Vt. Lieuten- 
ant Gkivemor of Vermont two years. State’s Attorney three years. 
Judge of Probate twelve years. Member of Vermont State Council 
of Censors for more than forty years and its President for many 
years. Braided in Manchester. 
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from home and again returned. 
The cellar-hole was not large 
enough to receive the cofhn, it 
was about three and one-half 
feet. When the ^nife was pro- 
duced at the court of examina- 
tion, Jesse Boom asked me if it 
was not the knife of Pepperell 
Skinner. 

Judge Skinner (recalled. The 
evening before the hunt for the 
body of Colvin, Jesse Boom had 
a suspicion that the body was 
buried on the mountain by Ste- 
phen, and expressed that suspi- 
cion to me. The next day we 
went in search for it, and on our 
return he said he had often seen 
old Mrs. Cohdn cut tobacco with 
the jack-knife which had been 
found, I understood. The ex- 
pression was of a sudden. Have 
heard no otlier knife talked of. 

Truman Hill Saw this knife 
soon after it was taken up. The 
Saturday following the court of 
inquiry, went into jail to see 
Jesse. He said that he sup- 
posed the knife to be Russeirs, 
and that when the knife was pre- 
sented to him in the meeting 
house, at the court of examina- 
tion, and also when the hat was 
presented to him, his feelings 
were such as to oblige him to 
take hold of the pew to steady 
himself. He appeared to be 
much agitated, asked him what 
was the matter. He answered 
there was matter enough. Asked 
him to state. He said he feared 
that Stephen had killed Colvin, 
that he never believed so till the 
spring or. winter when he went 
into William Boom's shop, 
where were William Boom and 
Stephen Boom, at which time he 
gained a knowledge of the man- 
ner of Cohan's death, that he 
thought he knew within a few 
rods where Colvin was buried. 


At this time I had the keys of 
the prison, had let in Mr. John- 
son. When Mr. Johnson came 
out I went in and found Jesse in 
agitation. Asked him as before 
stated, and exhorted him to state 
the truth and nothing but the 
tmth if he said anything, that 
every falseliood he told would 
sink, him deeper in trouble. 

The Court suggested the pro- 
.priety of taking a different 
course in the examination of wit- 
nesses and commence with the 
beginning of the transaction. 

Thomas Johnson, Seven years 
ago last spring Russel Colvin 
disappeared from the neighbor- 
hood. I lived on the farm ad- 
joining Barney Boom, the fath- 
er-in-law of Russel Colvin, at 
wliicb place Russel Colvin lived. 
Seven years ago the fore part of 
last May, I went early in the 
morning across lots to Mr. Mat- 
terson's, when T returned the 
same way I went. It was be- 
tween nine and ten o’clock, and 
crossing Barney Boom's lot, was 
in plain sight of the lot that has 
been described, and getting over 
the fence in Pettibone’s lot, saw 
the prisoner, Russel Colvin, and 
his son Lewis Colvin. They ap- 
peared to be in a quarrel. Lis- 
tened, but could not discover the 
cause. Went home and soon aft- 
er came to the door and heard 
the quarrel still going on. Went 
to the rise of land, when I was 
in plain sight, and within twenty- 
five or thirty rods. Kept out of 
sight myself. Their quarrel had 
somewhat abated The persons 
were the same as before stated, 
and were picking up stones. I 
have never seen Russel Colvin 
since. Stephen told in my hear- 
ing on the day of his examination 
that on the day Russel disap- 
peared, he, Stephen, was plough- 
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ing on the north side of the ridge, 
and out of sight of the lot where 
the four men were picking up 
stones, that he might have gone 
over to see the boys, but he was 
not at work there but was 
ploughing north of the ridge, 
and had been for two or three 
days, and that he never picked 
up stories with the boys on that 
lot. Understood Stephen to say 
that Russel Colvin disappeared 
at the time he (Russel Colvin) 
was picking up stones in said lot. 
Jesse Boom told me wliile in 
prison, that on the day Colvin 
went off, he, Jesse, was at work 
at Mr. Briggs’ at the nortli part 
of the town ; that his father came 
that day to Briggs’ to get a horse 
shod, and he, Jesse, heli)cd set 
the shoes. Stephen Boom has 
since his above statement told me 
that on the day Russel went off, 
he was at work for Mr. Hicks, in 
the forenoon, and Mr. Hammond 
in the afternoon, mending fence. 
There had been some talk about 
the woodchnek they had for din- 
ner on the day Russel went off. 
Steplien said he killed it when 
mending fence for IVIr. Ham- 
mond, and that Lewis Cohin 
came to Mr. Hammond’s to 
bring home some meat, and that 
he pnt tlie woodehnek into the 
basket and he returned with it. 
Bought ■ Mr. Barney Boom’s 
farm four years ago last Decem- 
ber. Ploughed lip that fall about 
four acres. The net spring I 
planted it. That spring my 
sheep run in the lot. One day 
at niglit the children brought in 
a hat. Obsen^ed that it was the 
hat of Russel Colvin. Knew it 
to be his hat. It was very mouldy 
and rotten, and was the same hat 
which he had on while digging 
stone about the time of his dis- 
appearance. When I was jdant- 


ing or hoeing, Mr. Vaughn as- 
sisted me. When we were pass- 
ing the old cellar hole, we stopped 
to trim some apple trees that 
grew there. About that time I 
obsen-ed a thrifty apple tree 
about three feet high growing in 
the cellar liole. In the course of 
that season 1 observed the tree 
was gone. While I was i>lantiiig, 
Jesse Boom helped me, and told 
me tiiat his father had given him 
the use of a patch of land if he 
would clear it. John Boom is 
about the size of Jesse. Might 
possibly have mistaken him for 
Jesse, but have no idea that I 
was mistaken. John is rather 
thicker and taller than .Tesse. 

Tri7h‘flm Boom, ]»rodiicpd to 
prove that at a time uncertain, 
Stephen Boom said that he 
wished that Russel and Slnl. ivere 
both dead, and that he would 
kick them into hell if he burnt 
. his legs off. (Evidence objected 
to and rejected.) 

Lewis Colvin, Am seventeen. 
Remember the last time that I 
saw Russel; lie was up there in 
the field ne-\t to Mr. Johnson’s, 
picking np stones. Shephen, 
Jesse, Russel and 1 were then*; 
do not know the lime of year nor 
how long since. Since then have 
lived with grandfather. They 
Iind been picking up stones sev- 
eral days. A quarrel nri>se about 
]u’cking up stones. They quar- 
reled most in the afternoon. Rus- 
sel struck Ste|>lien first with a 
small ridiiiff stick. Stephen then 
struck Russel on his neck wilih 
a cliib and knocked him down. 
Russel rose and struck Stephen. 
Stephen then struck Russel 
again with the club, and he fell. 
Was afraid and ran off to the 
house; saw no blood. The stick 
or club was about a foot long and 
not very large. Stephen told me 
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the net day not to tell of ‘what 
took place the day before. Have 
never heard Stephen say any- 
thing about what became of Rus- 
sel^ nor has Jesse, said anything 
about it. Stephen said he would 
kill me if I said anything about 
striking. I promised I would 
not tell. Ban to the house and 
told grandmother; grandfather 
was gone to the street. Grand- 
mother sent me to Mr. Sacket’s. 
Did not return till night, as I 
went to Matterson’s to carry 
meat. Nest saw Stephen and 
Jesse at night down at the house 
— ^beard nothing from them about 
Russel’s absence — ^heard Stephen 
say that on the day of the quar- 
ral Russel ran away to the 
mountain, and did not hear Rus- 
sel’s name mentioned by them 
for a year. My mother had been 
gone over the mountain for some 
time. On the day of the quar- 
rel John was ploughing over the 
ridge, and when I ran home from 
the field John was at home bat- 
ing his team. Did not tell John 
of the quarrel, do not know the 
reason. 

Cross-examined. Told this 
story just before the snow went 
off, one Sunday night, to Mr. 
Pratt and Mr. Sheldon. Sal. 
never told me this story, do not 
remember that Stephen killed the 
woodchuck, the day Russel went 
off, nor anything about it. Do 
not know where Jesse lived at 
that time. He did not live at 
Briggs’. John was ploughing on 
the fiat side of the lot where the 
boys were at work; do not re- 
member where Rufus (a younger 
brother) was at the time. A 
month after the quarrel, heard 
mentioned in the family, of Rus- 
sel’s running off, Stepten and 
Jesse were not present. Stephen 
said he would kill me if I told of 


his striking Russel. This was at 
the door the day after the quar- 
reL Lewis thto said it was two 
days after. 

Sally Colvin. Better than four 
years ago Mr. Hitchcock told me 
1 could not swear my child on 
any person if my husband was 
living. I went to my father’s, 
stood in the stoop. Stephen told 
me 1 could swear the child, for 
Russel was dead and he knew it, 
Jesse said I could swear it, but 
would not. When 1 returned 
from over the mountain, about 
five days after the disappearance 
of my husband, I asked Lewis 
where Russel was; he answered, 
gone to hell. I heard nothing at 
my father’s what had become of 
my husband. 

Eunice Baldwin. Three years 
ago this fall Stephen told my 
husband that Russel went off 
veiy strangely; that the last that 
was seen of him he went to the 
woods, when a number were pres- 
ent, and he mentioned himself 
and Jesse in particular. Stephen 
said he did not know but some 
thought he had killed Colvin. But 
he said that when Russel went 
off, Lewis was gone after some 
drink, when he came back Rus- 
sel was gone. Lewis asked 
where Russel was; that he and 
Jesse answered Lewis, one of 
them, that he had gone to hell, 
and the other that they had put 
him where potatoes would not 
freeze, and that it was not likely 
that they should have said so to 
the boy if they had killed Russel. 

this talk was had Stephen 
lived in Dorset. It was at our 
house at dinner time, and in the 
evening; spoke to my husband 
about it at the time, but said 
nothing to others till last spring. 
Stephen said that Sal was one of 
the devil’s unaccountables; had 
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never before heard of the Col- 
vins. 

Daniel D. Baldwin. The first I 
knew anything of the matter, 
Stephen was exclaiming against 
his sister. 1 then inquired where 
Colvin was gone. He said that 
he and the Judge (a nic-name 
for Jesse) , Lewis and Colvin were 
at work picking up stones to- 
gether, when Colvin went off into 
the woods. He said he did not 
know but some thought he had 
killed Colvin, and that when Col- 
vin went off, Lewis, the boy, was 
gone for some water, and when 
the boy returned, he asked where 
Russel was, and that one of 
them replied that he was gone 
to hell, and the others that they 
had put him where potatoes 
would not freeze ; which ttiey 
should not have said if they had 
killed him. This talk was se- 
rious as I understood it, and it 
took place at dinner time and in 
the succeeding evening. 

Frederick Smith (sworn). 

Mr. Sheldon stated that Smith 
would say that he asked Stephen 
about four years ago where Rus- 
sel Colvin was, that Stephen re- 
plied he had gone to hell, or that 
he hoped he had gone to hell. 
Objected to by Mr. Skinner. 

(The evidence was rejected for 
irrelevancy.) 

Johnson Marsh. Last spring, 
in one of the last snows we had, 
Stephen Boom was at my house. 
The girl at my house said, "they 
are going to dig up Cohdn for 
you, ain^t they?" Stephen re- 
plied, "damn that Wyman," said 
that he would thump him, &e. I 
moderated him. He then said 
that Colvin often went off, and 
returned often; that when Col- 
vin went off he was crazy, and 
went off without his hat, &c., 
&c. That Colvin, it was said, 


was seen at Mrs. Fergusen’s when 
he went off ; but that it was now 
denied. Asked him if he was 
present at the time Colvin went 
off; he replied no, he was in 
Sandgate. Stephen has since 
denied that he said so. 

Benjamin Deming. On 10th 
of March last saw Stephen in 
Dorset. He rode with me in my 
deigh. While riding he said he 
knew nothing about Colvin at 
the time of his going off, that he 
was not present at that time, nor 
did he live at home, but liv^ on 
the Hammond place. Under- 
stood from Stephen that it was 
the fore part of the week on 
Tuesday that Colvin went off; 
that Colvin’s wife told him so. 
That the next Sunday he went to 
his father’s and asked Mrs. Col- 
vin where Colvin was. She told 
him that Colvin had dined upon 
a woodchuck, and when he left 
the house he told her it was the 
last dinner he should ever eat 
there, and went off, but'She did 
not know where. 

Joseph Lincoln. In March 
last, heard Stephen say that 
he never killed Colvin. That he 
and Colvin and Jesse were pick- 
ing up stones, and that^ Colvin 
was crazy, and went off into the 
woods, and that they had not 
seen or heard of him since. 

William Wyman. Stephen 
wanted to know if there was not 
a way by which he could prevent 
the intercourse between Russel 
and Sal. I replied that T knew 
of none, tliat they were lawfully 
married. Stephen then said if 
there Was no other way to put a 
stop to it, he would put a stop 
to it himself. 

About three or four weeks be- 
fore Colvin went off, Stephen 
came to my house and asked me 
if his father was obliged to sup- 
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port Colvin’s young ones. Told 
him yes. Stephen asked if it 
was not hard, and further said 
if there was no one else to put a 
stop to it, he would, and he said 
it with an oath. I was at Bar- 
ney Boom’s, about the time Rus- 
sel went off, Stephen was there. 
Last spring, in March, Stephen 
Boom came to my house and 
talked to me about what I had 
said concerning his killing Rus- 
sel Colvin, and wanted I should 
clear it up, and stated he knew 
nothing of what was become of 
Russel Colvin. That he never 
worked with him to the amount 
of one hour. That at the time 
of Russel’s disappearance he 
lived at the Hammond house. 
That he (Stephen) was plough- 
ing in the same lot. 

William Farnnworth. In con- 
versation with Stephen, about 
two months ago, I questioned 
him about the killing, cooking 
and eating the woodchuck, and 
if he was at home then, and told 
him that his parents had denied 
that it was so; he however said 
it was so, and that his parents 
had swoin themselves to the 
devil, and that their condition 
was worse than his own. Told 
Stephen that he (Stephen), 
Jesse, Russel and the boy were 
together picking stones the day 
Russel went off, and that his 
father and mother had denied it, 
and stated that he and Jesse 
were not then at home. Stephen 
replied^ that it made no odds 
what his father and mother had 
sworn to, but that what Tom 
Johnson had sworn to was true. 
Had advised him to confess the 
whole facts which he knew. 

William Boom, Stephen told 
me last March that he believed he 
was at work for Glazier, on the 
Hammond farm, when Colvin 


went off, and Jesse told me he 
was then at work in Dorset or Ru- 
pert, and they have both said 
that they were not at home at 
that time, nor were they at work 
about that time, or near it. Jesse 
never told me that he was at work 
at Briggs’. 

David Briggs, In May, 1812, 
and in April, Jesse worked for 
me. The last time he worked bul 
two or three days, and left my 
house 14th of May. Before he 
came the last time he had been 
absent not more than a week. I 
have a charge for shoeing old 
Mr. Boom’s horse on 23rd of 
April. The old man was present 
at horse-shoeing. 

Daniel Jacobs, In 1813, at 
Dorset, Jesse Boom was asked 
by me where Russel Colvin was. 
He answered that he was an en- 
listed soldier in Ihe service. I 
was then as hard of hearing as 
I am now. 

Joshua French. After Jesse 
was put in gaol I went in to see 
him. He said he knew that the 
jack-knife which was found was 
Russel Colvin’s knife, for he had 
often seen Russel’s mother cut 
tobacco with it, 

Silas Merrill, When Jesse 
had been from time to time 
returned from examination to 
prison, he told me that they had 
encouraged him to confess the 
whole business with promise of 
pardon, I had probably told him 
perhaps it was best to state the 
whole truth, and he might obtain 
some favor. The disclosures 
which were made took place in 
the night, when he and Jesse had 
waked from their sleep, and with- 
out any previous persuasion or 
advice on the subject. 

In June last, Jesse’s father 
came to the prison and spoke to 
Jesse. After the old man went 
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away Jesse appeared much af- 
flicted. We went to bed and to 
sleep. Jesse waked up and sliook 
me and wanted that I should wake 
up. He was frightened about 
something that had come into the 
window and was on the bed be- 
hind him. He stated that he 
ivanted to tell me something. We 
got up and he wont on to tell me. 
He said it was true that he was 
up in the lot together with Ste- 
phen and Kussel (\)lvin and his 
son, picking up stones, as Mr. 
Johnson had testified. That Ste- 
phen struck Colvin with a club 
and brought him to tlio ground. 
That Colvin’s boy ran, that Col- 
vin got up and Stephen gave 
'him a second blow above the ear 
and broke his skull. That the 
blood gushed out; that his father 
came up and asked if he was 
dead. They told him no; then 
he went off. Soon after ho came 
again and asked if he was dead; 
they told him no, and he again 
went off. Soon after the old 
man came the third time and 
asked if he was dead, they told 
him no; the old man said damn 
him. Then he f Jesse) to«)k him 
by the legs, Stephen by the 
shoulders, and the old man 
round the body, and carried him 
to the old cellar, where the old 
man cut his throat •with a small 
pen-knife of Stephen’s. That they 
buried him in the cellar between 
daylight and dark, that he stood 
out one side and kept •watch. 
That a jack-knife was found 
which he knew was 'Russel’s, that 
he had often borrowed it to cut 
fish-poles. Two or thi^ days 
after Stephen had Colvin’s shoes 
on. He said he (Jesse) spoke to 
Stephen and told him that Sal. 
would know the shoes; that he 
saw no more of them. That the 
old man gave Stephen 100 dol- 


lars, and Stephen promised $25 
of it to him. After Jesse was 
}iut into another room, when we 
w*ere permitled to see each other, 
Jesse told me tliat lie had in- 
fomfcd Stephen of his haviug 
told me the whole affair. Ste- 
jdien then came into the room. 
Asked him if he did take the life 
of Colvin. He said he did not take 
the main life of (\»lvin. He said 
no more at that time. A week 
or ten days after, Stephen and I 
w'cnt up into the court, room to- 
gether. Stephen then said he 
had agreed with Jesse to take the 
whole business u])on himself, and 
had made a confession which 
would only make mnnslaughter 
of it : Told him what Jesse had 
confessed, and he said it was 
true. Jesse told me that in Feb- 
ruary, cdgliteen months or more’ 
after the body of Colvin was 
buried, there came a tJinw. That 
he and Stejihen took up tiic body, 
secured the bones and remains in 
a basket and )>iilled up a ]dank 
in n jilace where they kept sheep, 
and put the hones under the 
fioor. That the next spring the 
barn was burnt. That they look 
the hones and ]miiiidfMl them up 
and put them into a deep hole in 
the river. That tlie skull bone 
burnt so that it crumbled to 
]iiecc»s, that his father serntehed 
up some pieces and ]»i]t tliem into 
a hollow birch stump near the 
road. 

Cross’-eraminad, Jesse, when 
he confessed the affair, did not 
say the body was removed any- 
where till they carried it off as 
stated. Jessje said that Squire 
Pratt was ifone to talk with 
his wife, but she knew noth- 
ing about it. Jesse wished me 
not to tell anything of what he 
said to me. First told Mr. Pratt 
of Jesse’s statement, if T recol- 
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leet right. Nobody was present 
in the court room when Stephen 
told me as before mentioned. 
Jesse one Sunday, when we were 
on the bed together, told me he 
widied to keep €^unsel> and that 
he understood that his wife had 
said something about his keeping 
watch. Understood from Jesse, 
that Russel struck Stephen first, 
that they had been jawing all 
the time for the fore part of the 
day. 

Mr. Shelden offered a written 
confession signed by Stephen 
Boom, dated August 27th, 
1819, and stated * that Ste- 
phen sent for Mr. Pratt, 
Truman Hill and himself to come 
to the jail, tiiat they all went 
there, that Stephen called for pa- 
per, ink, &c., and retired and 
wrote the confession and left it 
on the table. Mr. Burton saw 
him write it. That it was taken 
from the table and has ever since 
been in Squire Pratt’s possession. 

Joshua Burton. This is the 
same paper which Stephen wrote, 
and which was witnessed by Tru- 
man Hill and Squire Pratt, who 
signed on the back at the same 
time. Stephen wished me to call 
Pratt, Hill and Sheldon. I did so; 
they came and let Stephen out. 
Pratt and Boom went upstairs, 
and afterwards Hill went. Soon 
Pratt came down, and I went up 
and found Stephen at a table 
writing this paper; sat down and 
Hill left the room. Said noth- 
ing till Stephen rose from the 
table, said he had done, and left 
the room. Went with him, he 
went into prison, and we went 
upstairs and found this paper 
which was signed by Stephen, 
and which I olmrved before Ste- 
phen left the room. 

Mr. Skinner. Do you know 


that Stephen had been persuaded 
either at this time or at any time 
previous to give this confession, 
by holding up to his view the 
hopes of pardon, or some other 
favor, by some officer. State’s At* 
tomey. Magistrate, Gfrand Juror, 
Jailor, or Deputy Jailor f I do 
not. 

Have you not heard some of 
the officers tell Stephen that his 
ease was desperate, that he was 
gone if he did not confess? No. 

Joel Pratt had the same ques- 
tions put to him by Mr. Skinner, 
to which he answered no. 

Mr. Skinner. Do you know of 
any persuasion, and if any, what, 
tending to induce Stephen to 
make that confession ? No. 

Mr. Pratt. 27th of August 
last I was called to see Stephen. 
I asked him how he did. Shel- 
don, Burton and Hill present. 
Stephen requested me to go up- 
stairs alone wih him. I did so, 
talked about some small points, 
alone, as I believe. Stephen 
called for pen^ ink and paper, 
and I left the room. 

Truman Hill. More than once 
before the confession I exhorted 
him to tell nothing but the truth, 
as the only way to pardon and 
favor, that falsehood would only 
sink him deeper in trouble. 

Sami. C. Raymond. Before 
the 27th of August, have often 
told the prisoner to confess if 
giulty, but not without. Stephen 
said he was not guilty. I told 
him then not to confess. Have 
heard Mr. Pratt and Mr. Shel- 
don tell Jesse Boom that if he 
would confess, in case he was 
guilty, they would petition the 
legislature for him. Have made 
the same proposition to Stwhen 
mysdf, and often told him I had 
not any doubt of his guilt, and 
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that the public mind was against 
him. 

The Court rejected the writ- 
ten confession. 

Joel Pratt The examination 
commenced on Tuesday, 27th of 
April, continued till Saturday, 
Sunday they wient on to the 
mountain, Wednesday, the sec- 
ond day of the examination, was 
the digging at cellar hole. The two 
knives and button were found 
and handed me by Abel Petti- 
bone. Some few bones were also 
found, but the^ were not human 
bones, and pieces of crockeiy. 
After Jesse had seen the knives, 
he said the jack-knife was Rus- 
sel’s, he knew it, afterwards he 
said it looked like it. Saturday 
week or fortnight I heard of the 
bones under the stump. Sunday 
morning we went over and found 
the bones present. Josiah Bur- 
ton took out the whole nail, and 
there were also found the part 
of a nail, and the round lumps 
now here. The stump is a birch 
stump, the remains appeared to 
have been put in the hollow. The 
stump stood near an old road on 
Barney Boom’s land, fifty rods 
or so from the house. 

Josiah Barton, Was with Mr. 
Pratt at the stump and took up 
the remains. 

Amos Lawrence. Heard Ste- 
phen tell Sally before Pratt that 
Sal. might swear her child for 
he knew Colvin was dead. Jesse 
said they need not look for Col- 
vin’s bones, for he went off, and 
nobody knew where he had gone 
to. 

William Farnsworth (sworn). 

Mr. Sheldon . The witness will 
prove what Stephen told him 
when he and Stephen were alone, 
about his being present when 
Russel was killed. Objected to 


by Mr. Skinner because it was 
subsequent to the proposition 
made by Mr. Raymond. 

The Court decided that the 
witpess, Farnsworth, should be 
examined. 

Mr. Farnsworth. Neither I 
nor anybody else, to my knowl- 
edge, had done anything directly 
or indirectly to influence the said 
Stephen to the talk I am now 
about to communicate. 

About two weeks after the 
written confession, Stephen told 
me he killed Russel Colvin, that 
there was a quarrel, and that 
Russel struck at him, that ^ he 
struck Russel and killed him; 
that he put him into the bushes, 
that he buried him and dug him 
up, put the remains under the 
barn, which was burned, the 
bones were taken up and put into 
the river just above the deep 
hole, that he scraped up the re- 
mains and put them into a stump, 
that he knew the nails which were 
found were Colvin’s, that no per- 
son was present, that he perpe- 
trated the whole business himself. 
Asked him about the jack-knife, 
he said it was Russel’s, he knew 
it as soon as he saw it. Told him 
the case looked dark, he replied 
that if Jesse had held his tongue 
in they should have done well 
enough, that he put the pieces of 
bones under the stump through a 
hole between the roots, and 
stamped the dirt down. He said 
he wished he had back that pa- 
per; T asked him what paper t 
He said, haven’t you seen a pa- 
per that T wrotef 

Mr. Skinner. As Mr. Farns- 
worth has, contrary to my ex- 
pectations, been allowed thus to 
testify, I now in behalf of the 
prisoner, call for the written con- 
fession. 

Tt was read as follows, vis; 
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^^May the 10th, 1812, I, about 9 or 10 o’clock, went down to 
David Glazier’s bridge, and fished down below Uncle Nathaniel 
Boorn’s, and then went up across their farms, where Russel and 
Lewis were, being the nighest way, and sat down and began to 
talk, and Russel told me how many dollars benefit he had been to 
father, and 1 told him he was a damned fool, and he was mad 
and jumped up, and we sat close together, and 1 told him to set 
down you little tory, and there was a piece of beech limb, about 
two feet long, and he catched it' up and struck at my head as I 
sat down, and I jumped up and it struck me on one shoulder, and 
I catched it out of his hand and struck him a back handed blow, 
I being on the north side of him, igid there was a knot on it about 
one inch long. As I struck him I did think 1 hit him on his back, 
and he stooped down and that knot was broken off sharp, and it 
hit him on the back of the neck, close in his hair, and it went in 
about a half of an inch on Uiat great cord, and he fell down, and 
then I told the boy to go down and come up with his uncle John, 
and he asked me if I had killed Russel, and I told him no, but he 
must not tell that we struck one another. And I told him when 
he got away down, Russel was gone away, and I went back and he 
was dead, and then I went and took him and put him in the corner 
of the fence by the cellar hole, and put briars over him and went 
home and went down to the barn and got some boards, and when it 
was dark I went down and took a hoe and boards, and dug a grave 
as well as I could, and took out of his pocket a little barlow knife, 
with about a half of a blade, and cut some bushes and put on his 
face and the boards, and put in the grave, and T)ut him in four 

boards on the bottom and on the top, and t’other two on the sides, 

and Ihen covered him up and went home crying along, but I want 
afraid as I know on. And when I lived at Wm. Boom’s 1 planted 
some potatoes, and when I dug them 1 went there and something, 
I Ihoiight, had been there, and I look up his bones and put them 

in a basket, and took the boards and put on my potato hole, and 

when it was night, took the basket and my hoe and went down and 
pulled a plank in the stable floor, and then dug a hole, and then 
covered him up, and went in the house and told them I had done 
with the basket, and took back the shovel, and covered up my po- 
tatoes that evening, and then when I lived under the west mountain, 
Lewis, came and told me that father’s bam was burnt up, the next 
day, or the next day but one, I came down and "went to the bam 
and tliere v?ere a few bones, and when they ^vere at dinner I told 
them I did not want my dinner, and went and look them, and there 
were only a few of the biggest of the bones, and throwed them in 
the river above Wyman’s, and then went back, and it was done 
quick, too, and then was hungry by that time, and then went home, 
and the next Sunday I came down after the money to pay the boot 
that I pve between oxen, and went out there and scraped up them 
little things that were under the stump there, and told them I was 
(»ing out. fisliinp, and went, aind there waa a hole, and I drop^ 
them in and kicked over the atilff, and that is the first anybody knew 
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it, either friends or foes, even my wife. All these I aeknowlediPB 
before the world. Stephen Hoorn.'' 

^^Manchester, August 27, 1819.” 

Ahel Pettibone. That hat Mr. to, be Russel (\dviii's. 

Johnson’s folks found 1 know 


THE EVIDENCE FOR THE PRISONERS. 

Mrs. Ferguson. Russel Colvin and Itis father were alone in pick- 


was at our house about a week 
or more before he was finally 
missing. Staid there two hoiii's 
in the forenoon, and went auray 
home; it was about the 9th or 
10th of May. Russel did not use 
to go about the country without 
a hat, but was careful of his hat, 
and did not use to go away 
without notice and preimration. 
The time mentioned was the last 
time I ever saw Russel; am Rus- 
sel’s sister. 

Sallg Colvin. He used to get 
up, take the boy on his buck, and 
go off and stay a day or Iavo with- 
out saying anydiing about it. 
Once I understood lie went off 
and staid eight or nine monlhs; 
was not then at liome, and think 
be was not in his riglit mind. 

Wm. Wgman. Russel used to 
go from home, once he carried 
the boy and staid eight or nine 
months. We then often heard 
from him with his boy. Have 
heard that his father lived in 
Rhode Island. 

Squire Pratt. Russel was once 
absent to find his father to get a 
deed, some eight or nine months, 
and after that a shorter time. 
Was often heard from, was run- 
ning around town oflen. Was a 
weak man in mind, was small, 
but smart for business. Was 
once confined for a night or two 
for threatening to biini a house. 

Truman Hill. Lewis testified 
before the Magistrate that he 


ing u]) Slones. TJiat his father 
went throwing rails about, acted 
slrangtdy, that nobody else was 
present; that he run to the house 
and told of it. 

Mr. Wellman. A f ter Jesse hud 
confessiHl to Merrill, 1 iieiird of 
it. InquiriMl of Merrill if Jesse 
had confessed to him. He said 
he had not made n confession. 

Mr. Skinner ]»n)i»osed to show 
that Merrill, previous to his ilis- 
closure before the grand jury, 
was confined in chains, and after- 
wards was freed fnuu them, and 
bad been pcnnitled to be about 
the streets. Objected to by Mr. 
Sheldon, but admitted by the 
COVHT. 

Cyrus Munson. Merrill was in 
chains in gaol, till the session of 
the grand jury. The chains were 
taken off by the officer sent for 
him by the grand jury, and when 
Merrill was returned from grand 
jiiiy, the chains w’ere put on, if 
I recollect ; and the chains since 
the court have not lN‘en cm, and 
he has been laboring with me in 
the field. Had always been in 
my view except when intrusted 
with a brother of mine. I am 
gaoler, and before the disclosure 
1 took him out of the gaol, but 
did not take his chains off. Be- 
fore the session of the grand jury 
there were a large number of 
prisoners in gaol, and since then 
those who remain have been 
treated with more leniency. I do 
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not remember of seeing Fame- 
worth alone with the prisoner, 
though he was often at the gaoL 
Stephen was once offended with 
Farnsworth for inspecting too 
dosely his chains. " 

Mr. Sheldon offered to prove 
Aat the prisoner’s wife told Lew- 
is that he must testify as he had 
been before directed, or her hus- 
band would kill him. 

The evidence was rejected by 
the Court. 

Thomas Johnson. I think, 
but am not positive, that the 
apple tree, which was not more 
than three years old, was grow- 
ing after the bam was burned. 
The cellar-hole was about four 
feet square. 

Mrs. Ferguson. The bam was 
burned four years ago last 
March. 

Mr. Johnson. I bargained for 
the farm in the summer of 1814. 
In December, 1814, 1 took the 
deed; in the fall before I took 
the deed I ploughed some on the 
place, and might have discovered 
the tree in the fall, but my 
strongest impression is that it 
was in the spring of 1815 that I 
saw the tree. 

Michael Johnson 2d. Think I 
saw the apple tree in the spring 
when we were trimming apple 
trees. Mr. Vaughn was present. 

Squire Pettihone. Jesse’s ex- 
amination begun on Tuesday and 
ended on Friday. Mr. Pratt, Jo- 
siah Burton, and myself, advised 
Jesse to confess the facte, that it 
was best for him. The night 
Stephen returned from the west 
all who were present advised 
Jesse to confess the troth and 
nothing else. Stated that th^ 
had got Stephen, and that he 
might be made a witness if he 
appeared innocent, but all urged 
him to state nothing but what 


was true. That if he was inno- 
cent and did not confess he 
might suffer with Stephen on his 
former confession and denial. 
Burton once said to Stephen, you 
are a gone goose and had better 
state the facts than not. 

Samuel C. Raymond. I and 
Mr. T. Hill went to the westward 
and brought Stephen to this 
State. We tried to get facts 
from him by persuasion, to con* 
fess frankly and honestly the 
whole truth. We told Stephen 
that the evidence was enough to 
convict him, but whenever we 
stated the evidence to him we 
stated it correctly. 

Truman Purdy, Mr. Pratt, 
Sheldon and others, told Jes^ 
after Stephen’s arrival, that it 
was probably the last chance he 
would have to confess the troth. 
Jesse said, if it is not true shall 
I confess? They answered him, 
certainly not. Jesse did not 
then confess anything. Much the 
same propositions were made to 
Stephen the same day. He was 
told it was the only course he 
could take. That Jesse had re- 
fused to confess, that it might 
save him (Stephen). Stephen 
said he had a good bottom to 
stand upon, and he would not 
confess anything. 

Squire Hickock. I have often 
talked with the prisoners and 
heard others; do not remember 
any encouragement offered them. 
Jesse was asked, would it not be 
better to own the truth; he made 
light of it. Stephen was told 
what Jesse had stated, and was 
asked if he did not think it bet- 
ter to own the whole troth. That 
if he refused there would be no 
chance for them. Stephen also 
made light of it. 

Sally Colvin. Recognized the 
button found at the cellar hole 
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to be a button worn by Colvin the 
last time I saw him and which he 
had worn for many years on his 
clothes. 

Thomas Johnson. The apple 
tm had no leaves on it at any 
time that I saw it, as 1 now re- 
member; think I have seen it 
more than once. When I discov- 
ered it to be gone, the ground 


about the ceUar bole appeared to 
have been moved, logs were 
^en from the fence and thrown 
in various directions, had no sus- 
picion at the time, nor till the 
winter of 1818. 

Michael Johnson, 2d. Do not 
remember that any leaves were 
on the apple tree, think there 
were not. 


Judge Doolittle charged the Jury on the law of homicide 
and Chief Justice Chase as to the evidence. The Chief 
Justice told the Jury that no weight should be attached to a 
confession incited by hope or fear, but left it to them to say 
whether the confessions in this case were so influenced.* 

The Jury, after an absence of one hour, brought in a ver- 
dict of murder in the first degree against both Prisoners. 

The Prisoners being asked if they had anything to say why 
sentence of death should not be pronounced against them, both 
stoutly protested their innocence. 

The Chief Ji7stice sentenced them to be hanged on the 
28th day of January, 1820. 


THE RETURN OF THE VICTIM. • 

Notwithstanding the general feeling against the prisoners, there 
were many who had doubts on the subject, and a petition was signed 
and sent to the Slate Legislature then in session, asking a commu- 
tation of the sentence. The Chief Justice made a statement of the 
evidence from his notes and after a spirited debate the sentence of 
Jesse Boom was commuted to imprisonment fur life by a vote of 
104 to 31, but the appeal of Stephen Boom was rejected by a vote 
of 97 to 42. 

When Mr. Sargeant returned from the capital and communicated 
the result of his mission to tlie prisoners, Jesse was very much 
elated by the favorable news in his case, and Stephen was corres- 
pondingly depressed, and with tearful eyes asked if nothing more 
could be done. Mr. Sargeant said they had made every effort pos- 
sible. Then said Stephen, "I suppose T must die,” but before Mr. 
Sargeant left the cell he asked if it might not possibly be of benefit 
to advertise in the papers for Colvin. Mr. Sargeant replied that if 
Colvin was murdered of course it would avail nothing, and asked him 

• Neither the arguments of Counsel nor the charge of the Judges 
have been preserv^ in any form. 
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in plain teims^ ^‘Did you murder Colvin as you confessed you didf” 
Stephen protested his innocence in the strongest language, and Mr. 
Sargeant promised to do as suggested, and accordingly the follow- 
ing notice was published: 

lifXJSDER. 

Printers of newspapers throughout the United States are desired 
to publish that Stephen Boom, of Manchester, in Vermont, is sen- 
tenced to be executed for the murder of Russell Colvin,'Who has been 
absent about seven years. Any person who can give information of 
said Colvin, may save the life of the innocent by making immediate 
communication. Colvin is about five feet five inches high, light com- 
plexion, light colored hair, blue eyes, about forty years of age. 

Manchester, Yt., Nov. 26, 1819. 

But in the same issue of the newspaper was an editorial maintain- 
ing that there was no possibility of a doubt that Colvin was mur- 
dered, and ridiculing what it termed a foolish attempt to ^vertise 
for information concerning him. The notice was copied into the 
New York Evening Post of November 29, 1819. The next day it 
happened that the notice was read aloud in one of the hotels in New 
York. A gentleman standing near, named Whelpley, listened to it 
and then remarked that he had formerly lived in Manchester, and 
was well acquainted with Colvin, and related many anecdotes and 
peculiarities concerning him. Mr. Tabor Chadwick, of Shrewsbury, 
N. J., was also standing near and listened to the conversation, which 
made a deep impression upon his mind. After his return home it 
occurred to him that a man then living with his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Wm. Polhemus, of Dover, New Jersey, answered exactly the descrip- 
tion of Colvin as given by Mr. Whelpley. The more he considered 
the matter the more he became convinced that this must be the man, 
and findly he wrote the following letter to the Evening Post : 

^^Shrewsbury, Monmouth, N. J., Dec. 6. 

"To the Editor of the N. T. Evening Post: 

Sir: Having read in your paper of November 29th last, of the 
conviction and sentence of Stephen and Jesse Boom, of Manchester, 
Vt., charged with the murder of Russell Colvin, and from facts which 
have fallen within my own knowledge, and not knowing what facts 
may have been disclosed on their trial, and wishing to serve the cause 
of humanity, I would state as follows, which may be relied on : Some 
years past (I think between five and ten), a stranger made his ap- 
pearance in this county and upon being inquired of, said his name 
was Bussell Colvin — ^that he came from Manchester, Vermont. He 
isppeared to be in a state of mentd derangement, but at times gave 
considerable account of himself, his connections, acquaintances, etc. 

mentions the names of Clarissa, Rufus, etc. Among his xela- 
tives he has mentioned the Booms altove, Jesse, as Judge (I thuik), 
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etc., etc. He is a man of ratiier small stature — ^roiind forehead — 
speaks very fast, and lias tivo sears on liis head, and appears to be 
between 30 and 40 years of age. There is no doubt but that he came 
from Vermont from the mention he has made of a number of places 
and persons there, and probably is the person sujiposcd to have been 
murdered. He is now living here, but so completely insane as not 
to able to give a satisfactory aceouiil of hiinseff, but the con- 
nections of fiussel Colvin might know by seeing him. Jf you think 
proper to give this a place in your columns, it may possibly lead to 
a discoverj^ that may save the lives of innocent men — if so you will 
have the pleasure, as well us myself, of having served the cause of 
humanity. If you give this an insertion in your pu])er, ]iray he so 
good as to request tlie different imi>ers in New York and Vermont 
to give it a place in theirs. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of regard, yours, etc., 

Tabor (Miadwick.*’ 

A similar letter w*as written by Hr. ('Iiadwick to the j)ostn]aster at 
Manchester, but as every one scouted tlie idea of Coivin's be- 
ing alive, little notice was taken of it, and nothing dune in repird 
to it. Mr. Wlielpley of New York, however, became convinced that 
the man described by Chadwick was the real Colvin, and deterinined 
on his own responsibliity to go to New Jersey and llnd out the truth, 
though his expenses in the case were afterwards paid hy an order on 
the city treasury from l)e Witt Clinton, Mayor of New York. On 
arriving at the house of William Pulhemus, in Dover, Monmouth 
County, witli whom the man supposed to be (\dviu lived, and mak- 
ing known his errand Mr. Polheraus said there was sucji a man in 
his em])loy, that he had made known very little of his past history, 
that he at first gave his name as Colvin and afterwards changed it, 
that he was evidently deranged, but was a good, faitliful man, and 
imagined he owned the farm of his employer. He was at this time 
in the field at w^ork, and it was agreed that on his return nothing 
should be said to him by Mr. Wlielpley, at first, to see^ if Colvin 
would recognize him. Returning from his work and seeing Whelp- 
ley he looked at him very sharply, but said nothing. After some 
time Wlielpley spoke to him calling liim by name. He said Mr. 
Whelpley must be mistaken, Colvin was not his name, it had lieen 
once, blit lie was another man now, and denied all knowledge of Man- 
chester and his former associates. 

At last Mr. Whelplev said. see you have a scar on your fore- 
head, how did yon get that?” Colvin replied, "chopping on the 
mountain” for such a man, naming one of his old neighbors in Man- 
chester, which circumstance Wlielpley knew to be true, and by grad- 
ually drawing him out made him show some interest in his former 
friends and acquaintances, and he related so many incidents and 
trivial matters that there could be no doubt of bis identity. 

It took Mr. Whelpley several days to induce Colvin to go back to 
Vezmont, but at last he succeeded, in the meantime writing a letter 
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to Manchester stating that Colvin had been found and was then on 
his way to that place. A few people began to believe that it might 
be true, but the greater part were still incredulous, and many bets 
were made as to his being the genuine Colvin. On arriving at Ben- 
nington the County Court was in session. Some one rushed in and 
said that Colvin had come and the Court broke up in the greatest 
confusion, and Judges, Clerk, Sheriff, Lawyers and spectators 
jumped over benches and rushed through windows and doors to see 
the man whom aU had believed dead, and for whose supposed mur- 
der some of them had been instrumental in having two men sen- 
tenced to be hanged. He was immediately recognized by all who for- 
merly knew him. After a short delay the party preceded to Man- 
chester, a courier being sent in advance to announce his arrival. All 
along the route people gathered in crowds to see him, and when the 
stage drove up to Captain Black’s tavern at Manchester, a crowd 
had collected and the wildest excitement prevailed. Cannon were 
brought out and Stephen Boom was taken from the jail to fire the 
first in token of his joyful escape from death. The most extrava- 
gant expressions of joy were indulged in by the people who, at last 
convinced of their error, were only too glad to msJee reparation. On 
being brought to the prison, and seeing the fetters which were still 
on the limbs of Stephen Boom, Colvin asked, ^'What is that fort” 
Boom replied, ^^Because they say I murdered you.” Colvin an- 
swered, ^^You never hurt me. Jess, stmek me with a briar once, but 
it did not hurt me much.” Colvin’s wife was presented to him, but 
he remarked, ^'that is all over with,” and would take no further no- 
tice of her. For two or three days large crowds collected from 
neighboring towns to see the man who was believed to be murdered, 
and all rejoiced at the unlooked for termination of the affair. 

There could now be no doubt of the innocence of the Booms, but 
they could not be released from custody without due process of law. 
Mr. Skinner immediately wrote to the Judges of the Supreme Court 
then in session in Addison County, that Colvin was alive and then 
in Manchester. The Judges advised States Attorney Sheldon that 
they did not believe it could be Colvin, and directed him to make the 
most searching examination to guard against deception. Colvin was 
accordingly questioned most thoroughly, ami told so many Uttle inci-. 
dents that could not have been known to an imposter, however well 
posted, that there could be no doubt in the mind of any rational per- 
son as to the identity of the man. 

After remaining in Manchester a few days he requested to be taken 
back to his home in New Jersey, which was done, and he died there 
a few years subsequent. 

A few days before the time appointed for the execution of Stephen 
Boom, the Judges of the Supreme Court stopped over night at Man- 
chester, on their way to Bennington. Mr. Sargeant called upon them 
and after talking about the case some time. Judge Bra^on said: 
^^ell. Brother Sargeant, what are you going to do about itt I sup- 
pose you have some plan concocted.” Mr. Sargeant said the ease 
was without precedent as far as he knew, and he should petition the 
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Court for a new trial on the ground of newly discovered evidenoe. 
There was some difference of opinion among the Judges on the sub- 
ject^ but they finally decided it to the right course to pursue. A 
new trial was gn^anted, a nol pros immediately issued by the prose- 
curing officer, and both prisoners were set free. 



THE TRIAL OP WILLIAM FARQUHAR AND 
JOHN H. CLARK FOR ASSAULT AND 
BATTERY. NEW YORK CITY, 1816. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

One hot night in the first part of the nineteenth century, 
a citizen of New York with a young man from Albany, were 
returning home, when they came across a man and his wife 
in rather earnest conversation with a city watchman. They 
took up the cause of the lady and it resulted in a fight which 
ended in the watchman being knocked down and his club 
taken from him. But the noise brought other city guardsmen 
to his rescue and the two men were taken to the watch house 
where they were obliged to spend th.e night. And later they 
were indicted by the Grand Jury for Assault and Battery. 
The Judge told the jury on the trial that the interference 
was uncalled for and unnecessary, for was not the woman’s 
husband on the ground and able to protect her; and the cit- 
izen was found guilty and fined. 

THE TRIAL." 

In the Court of Oencral Sessions, New York City, July, 1816, 

Hon. Rtghard Riker,^ Recorder, 

July 30, 

William Parquhar and John Hyde Clark having been in- 
dicted by the Grand Jury for an assault and battery com- 
mitted on Edward Graves, a watchman in the city, their trial 
came on today, both pleading Not Ouilty, 

Mr, Maxwell ^ and Mr, Rodman, for the Prosecution. 

Mr, WUkin,^ for the Prisoners. 

" The New York City Hall Recorder. See 1 Am. St. Tr. 61. 

2 See 1 Am. St. Tr. 361. 

> See Id, 62 

« See Id, 62. 
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THE EVIDENCE. 


It appeared, from tlie testi- 
mony of the witnesses, that on the 
night of the 10th of J uly last, the 
house of Francis Page, near the 
corner of Hester street and tlie 
Bowery, was broken open, and 
property to a considerable 
amount stolen therefrom, by some 
person or jiersons unknown. Ed- 
w^ard Graves was the watchman 
stationed near that ])lace; and 
the next evening, between the 
hours of ten and dleven, being on 
his duty near the place, he heard 
an expression or camion fall from 
Page to a third j^erson, tlien pass- 
ing along near Graves, “Take 
care or you will be robbed.” 
Graves surmised that the expres- 
sion was intended to be applied 
to him, on account of what had 
taken place the ])receding night, 
and remonstrated willi Page with 
some severity, wlio endeavored to 
eonvinco him that the caution 
was not intended to apidy to him. 

The watehrnan was not satis- 
fied with the exjdnnatioM made 
by Page, wliose wife, then on the 
stoop, commenced u dispute with 
the watchman, in relation to tlie 
remark made by her husband. 
The tone of the watchman’s voice 
w.as loud and boisterous, but it 
appeared by the testimony of 
Page and his wife, that she was 
not insulted. At this lime, Far- 


cpdiar and (lark, bis companion, 
a young gentleman from Albany, 
came along the street, and Far- 
quhar interfered in tlie dis[uite, 
by saying, Mr. Wateiuuan, it ap- 
pears to me that you regard mat- 
ters of little ecmsecjiience aiul 
negleet Uioso whicli are greater. 
He also remarked that the watcJi- 
men were conliiiunlly out ol* the 
way. The watcliman said, Who 
are you? and told the other to 
mind his own business. Fanptliar 
insisted tlint lie had a right, ns ii 
citizen of New York ft) interfere 
when a Indv was abused. 

The quarrel inereaseil and ns 
Faniuhar a]q>roache<1 the wateh- 
man, whose orders were not to 
Buffer any person in the night to 
npproaeli near ennagli to disartn 
him, he juished Farquliar and 
told him to go about bis business. 
A violent assault was tlieii com- 
meneed by Farqubar in front, 
wliile rinrk from lieliind seized 
the watchman’s clnb, wliicli wa.s 
wrested from liis hands, lie 
callrMl his fi'llow watdnnan to Iiis 
assistance, when the two gentle- 
men were seized and carried to 
the w’ntch house, where they re- 
inahied during the night. 

Farquliar was very abusive and 
boasted he had disarmed the 
watehrnan. 


Mr. Wilkin urged to the juiy, that the defendants ought 
to be acfiuitted, because the interference in favor of the lady 
was just and natural ; and because* after an assault committed 
by the watchman on a citizen, and after confining him in the 
watch house during the night, the same watchman had the 
unparalleled iinpudciice to come into this court and complain 
of an assault and battery. 
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Mr. MaxweU expatiated on the relative duties of citizens 
towards that department of the police, whose rights were 
then under consideration. The lives and property of the cit- 
izens were guarded by the watchmen, during the hours of 
silence and repose; and in this city, every thing dear and 
valuable depended on the free and independent exercise of 
their duty. Whenever their rights were violated, the strong 
arm of public justice should be extended for their protection. 

On this occasion, he hoped, that the gallant, gay Lothario, 

was then preaeut, ready to redress \ver wrongs, wovdd receive 
the marked animadversion of the court and however 

great might be the disparity in situation between himself and 
the prosecutor. 

The Court charged the jury that, in this affair, the inter- 
ference of Farquhar was very questionable; and that if the 
jury believed the testimony on behalf of the prosecution, it 
would be their duty to find him guilty. 

The Jury returned a verdict of ChitUy as against Farquhar 
and Not OuUty as against Clark and the Court sentenced 
the former to a fine of one hundred dollars. 



THE TRIAL OF LUCRETIA CHAPMAN FOR THE 
MURDER OF WILLIAM CHAPMAN. ANDA- 
LUSIA PENNSYLVANIA. 1832. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

Lucretia Chapman was a native of Massachusetts; her 

maideii ume a of strong^ 

passions, of some education, and great activity, and was at 
the head of a boarding school in Philadelphia when she mar- 
ried William Chapman, a physician, who devoted his atten- 
tion to the cure of persons afflicted with infirmity of speech. 
He was a man of little knowledge or decision of character, 
and his wife continued to be the active person in the estab- 
lishment, which was removed after their marriage, to Andu- 
lusia, Pennsylvania. 

One night in May, 1831, a young man, poorly dressed, and 
apparently fatigued with traveling, stopped at Mr. Chap- 
man’s and asked leave to spend the night there, saying that 
he had been refused lodgings at the nearest tavern, repre- 
senting himself to be the son of the Governor of California, 
and that his name was Lino Anialio Espos y Mina. Mr. 
Chapman’s was not a public house, but travelers not infre- 
quently stopped there, as the tavern was at some distance. 
Mrs. Chapman understanding his broken English bett<*r than 
the rest of the family, and being interested by the history 
of his disasters, persuaded her husband against his inclina- 
tions to permit the stranger to remain. He said he had 
come from Philadelphia that day, and was on his way to 
Count Bonaparte’s, where he should find a friend who would 
supply him with money, and the ne?:t day or so, Mina went 
with Mrs. Chapman, in her carriage, to Bonaparte’s, and 
when they returned, he reported that his fnend was not 
there, and that Bonaparte was engaged with company and 
could not see him. So well did he follow up the good im- 
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pression he had made upon the woman that his stay at Andu* 
lusia was prolonged till midsummer, professedly for Mrs. 
Chapman to instruct him in English, in which he was not 
proficient; for which he was to pay her two thousand dollars 
a year. He for a while got Mr. Chapman’s confidence, who 
wrote to Mina’s father, informing him of his son’s arrival at 
his house, and saying that he would stay there until he could 
hear from his father. Mrs. Chapman wrote to his mother on 
the same day, expressing a great interest in her son, and 
saying that he would remain with .them, under her instruc- 
tion in the English language. “Indeed,” she said, “your 
son talks of spending three years in my house, w’hich 1 hope 
he will do ; and if he does, you may rest assured, madam, that 
parental attentions shall be extended to him by myself and 
my husband.” 

During this time a strong infatuation had taken posses- 
sion of Mrs. Chapman ; she treated her husband harshly, and 
often with contempt, and gave her money and her thoughts 
to the Mexican. lie frequently drove with Mrs. Chapman, 
and on one occasion he lay with his head in her lap, and they 
sang scraps of love songs to each other. Mina said that he 
was subject to fits ; and whenever he W’as attacked, Mrs. Ciiap- 
nian would turn every one else out of the room, because he 
did not like to have people with him when he recovered, but 
she shut the door and remained with him herself. They used 
to kiss each other, and there was some evidence of adulterous 
intercourse. Several inmates of the house swore that Mrs, 
Chapman treated her husband in a most unbecoming manner. 
One of the servants testified that she gave Mina some of Mr. 
Chapman’s fine linen shirts, and then told her husband that 
she was mistress in her own house, and should do as slie 
pleased; that she was ashamed of him, and wished he was 
gone fi'om the house.^ 

Mina gave Mrs. Chapman a paper, w'hieh he indorsed 
“Don Lina’s Will,” which was signed by him, purporting to 
leave to Mrs. Lucretia Chapman the sum of fifteen thn na a nd 


* Ellen Shaw, p. 116. 
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' ddlars “for having assisted me, with particular attention, 
before my death, which sum will be paid in Mexico.” One 
day, Mrs. Chapman’s little daughter found Mina leaning 
against the barn, crying; and he said he heard a voice lilte 
his mother’s or his sister’s saying, “Linetto, Linetto, Lin> 
etto,” and he should soon hear of the death of one of them. 
In a short time he heard of the death of his youngest sister; 
Mrs. Chapman went with him, and ordered a tailor to make 
him a suit of black, and charge it to Mr. Chapman. A day 
or two after he had the clothes, he said he had heard that his 
sister was not dead, as a friend of his from Mexico had seen 
the family, and they were all well.‘ 

At last, Mr. Chapman began to suspect that all was not 
as it should be; and when Mrs. Chapman went with Mina 
to Philadelphia, with the intention of returning the same 
evening, and they did not return until the third day, he 
became uneasy, and said to a caller, “I believe that this Mina 
is an imposter; a roguish fellow. I had rather be poor than 
have my peace so disturbed. In all probability their object 
is to tarry until the family has retired ; and I would like to 
know whether they would be guilty of improper conduct 
after they do return ; for if I know of their going together 

at Mina’s lodging-room, I will be there and by I’ll take 

his life.” And he said to the same person that his wife’s 
affections were gone from him ; that he could not confide his 
troubles to his neighbors; and that he would bear it no 
longer.® 

On the 16th of June, Mina went to a druggist’s in Phila- 
delphia, and asked for some arsenical soap, to prepare birds 
for being stuffed ; and when it was not kept ready made, he 
preferred to take a shilling’s worth of pure arsenic to wait- 
ing till the soap could be prepared. An assistant in the drug 
store, about this time, wrote a letter to Chapman at Mina’s 
request, and signed it, “Est Cuesta,” which he believed to 
be Mina’s name. This letter expressed the writer’s sense 

® Lueretia Chapman, p. 188. 

* Edwin B. Fanning, p. 163. 
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of obligation to Mr. Chapman for the kindness he had shown 
to the friendless Mina, and continued: *‘l hasten to put 
myself at your diq)osal, and assure yon that any commands 
you may think proper to honor me with, I will, to the fullest 
extent in my power, accomplish immediately.” Colonel Bs- 
tanislao de Cuesta was the consul of the Mexican government 
for the city of Philadelphia. 

On the 19th of June, Mr. Chapman not feeling well, sent 
for Dr. Phillips, who recommended some mild course of treat- 
ment, and told him he might eat beefsteak. Mrs. Chapman 
said he had been subject to attacks of vertigo, and nothing 
was thought of the attack till the next day, when, imme- 
diately after eating some chicken broth, he was seized with 
the most violent vomiting, and a burning pain in the stom- 
ach. The broth was made by his wife, in the kitchen, and 
carried by her to the parlor to be seasoned. He also ate of 
the chicken so heartily, that, when his wife saw how little 
was left, she exclaimed to her daughter, “How heartily your 
father has eaten of the chicken, and how little of the soup! 
I am afraid it will hurt him.” He continued to suffer from 
violent attempts to vomit, until, when the doctor again vis- 
ited him on the 21st, he found him in ariiculo mortis. When 
Dr. Phillips and Dr. Knight visited him on the 22nd, they 
found his senses were impaired, his hearing was almost gone, 
his extremities were cold, his pulse was barely perceptible, 
and he expired in a comatose state early on the morning of 
the 28rd. It was supposed that he died of cholera morbus, 
although the physicians were not certain that such was the 
fact. Mina was in the room part of the time during Mr. 
Chapman’s sickness, and said to a person who was taking 
care of him, who was the same who testified to the indigna- 
tion of Mr. Chapman at his wife’s conduct with Mina, that 
“When I was sick, Mr. Chapman did wait on me night and 
day, and prayed for me;” and, continued the witness, “he 
then pretended to cry, but I saw no tears,”* The remains 
of the chicken and broth were thrown into the yard. Near 

* Dr. Phillips, p. 124; Dr. Knigiit, p. 125. 
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the yard was a neighbor’s pond where he kept a number 
of ducks, who, on that day crept through into Mr. Chapman’s 
yard, and when they returned they were seen to fall over 
and die to the number of twenty or thirty. Those that died 
were, young ducks. There were four old ducks too large to 
get into Mr. Chapman’s yard, and they did not die. Those 
that died were buried, and some time afterwards, on ex- 
amination, the bones and the craw were found in perfect 
preservation, and covered with something in “little fine 
pieces, and they fairly glittered they were so white.’’® 

Mr. Chapman’s remains having been removed from the 
grave, on the 21st of September, a post-mortem examina- 
tion was made by Dr. Hopkinson with a view of deciding 
whether Mr. Chapman’s death was caused by poison. Dr. 
Hopkinson took the stomach from the body, and placing it 
in a glass jar, carried to Dr. Jno. K. Mitchell’s laboratory 
in Philadelphia. Dr. Reynell Coates assisted Dr. Hopkin- 
son in his examination of the body, and Dr. Mitchell pro- 
ceeded, with Thomas 6. Clemson, to analyze the stomach and 
contents. 

The stomach was very nearly or entirely empty. It was 
washed and the water in which it was washed, with what- 
ever was taken from the stomach, was submitted to various 
tests, from which it was ascertained that arsenic did exist 
in the liquid, in the state of arsenical acid, in combination 
with lime. The stomach itself was dissolved in nitric acid, 
and the solution was submitted to several tests, for the dis- 
covery of arsenic or other poison in metallic form; which, 
however, could not be done. Parts of the resultant was 
placed in a glass tube, and heated over a spirit lamp, in order 
to produce the arsenical rings, which would have been con- 
clusive proof of the presence of arsenic. No such rings ap- 
peared. ' The heat of the lamp broke the tube. Mr. Clemson 
exclaimed, “Is any one subliming arsenic in the roomf’’ 
and smelling the tube, said he was confident that there was 
arsenic there. The testimony concerning the proof of the 


B Benjamin Boutcher, p. 127. 
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presence of arsenic, from- an alliaceous odor was somewhat 
eontradietoiy. Mr. Clemson testified, in his cross-examina- 
tion, that “a nvan can smell the shadow of a shade of ar- 
senic;” hut Dr. Mitchell would not allow the single compara- 
tive fact of the jiresence of the smell to form any part of 
the foundation of his opinion. 

Dr. Bache, who was a witness, for the defendant, declared 
it as his opinion that the odor was not to be depended upon, 
because some substances have some analogy in odor. And 
Dr. Togno, another witness for the defendant, ‘‘would not 
rely on the alliaceous odor.” Dr. Coates testified that ‘‘a 
man may die by arsenic, and from vomiting and purging no 
trace of it afterwards be found.” 

The day after Mr. Chapman’s death, Mrs. Smith came to 
the house for the purpose of placing her two children at Mrs. 
Chapman’s school. She saw Mina but observed nothing 
uncommon in the state of the family. She carried her chil- 
dren there four or five weeks afterwards, and found Mrs. 
Chapman in the utmost grief. After a few words of preface, 
Mrs. Chapman, said to Mrs. Smith, ‘‘This young man, of 
whom' you have heard me speak, who has been boarding with 
me, I fear has turned out an impostor.” She then gave 
Mrs. Smith a history of her acquaintance with Mina, adding, 
{hat ‘‘if the consul’s sister had not told her that this young 
gentleman was a gentleman of large fortune, I should not 
have been deceived.” And she went on to say that, just 
before he left her, Mina asked her for her watch. She told 
him that he had Mr. Chapman’s already; but he said he 
wanted hers, as a memento of regard. Pie took the watch, 
giving her a chain, and saying, ‘‘I give it to you in return 
for the watch. When I come back you shall have it.” He 
then went away, taking all the money in the house. Mrs. 
Chapman finding the chain irritated her neck, took it to a 
jeweler, who told her it was nothing but brass. ‘‘1 then 
made up my mind that I hoped he would never come back;” 
and he never did until he came under the charge of an offi- 
cer.® 


** Mrs. Smith, p. 120. 
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On the 15th of July, Mrs. Chapman was secretly married 
to Mina, who immediately set out for the North. . 

The Recorder of Philadelphia, hearing that Mina had ob- 
tained money in Washington and elsewhere under false pre- 
tenses, went, about the last of August, to Mrs. Chapman’s 
and told her his suspicions of Mina, and asked her if he had 
plundered her of her property. She answered, “No,” pretty 
promptly. He asked her if it was possible that he had five 
hundred dollars of the notes of the Farmers? Bank, in Bucks 
County, when he left Bucks to go to Baltimore. She imme- 
diately answered that it was impossible. He then told her 
of an advertisement of his having lost that sum in notes 
upon that bank, and that he had used that advertisement for 
the purpose of defrauding several persons in Washington 
and that, therefore, it was his duty to see that he was ar- 
rested. The recorder then asked her if nothing had oc- 
curred within her observation to make her suspect that Mina 
had administered poison to her husband. There was a “very 
marked effect upon her countenance” when his meaning be- 
same plain to her. She made a great effort to recover herself 
and succeeded and answered. No; she had seen nothing of 
the kind. She then detailed to the recorder the circum- 
stances of her husband’s death, and of Mina’s departure, 
after which the recorder returned to Philadelphia. 

On the 10th of September, Mrs. Chapman went to the 
recorder’s office, in Philadelphia, and told him she had been 
deceived and injured by Mina, and asked the recorder to 
give her advice in her trouble. He told her that she had been 
very imprudent, and that it was very difficult to advise her ; 
that one course only could possibly do any good — ^to con- 
vince the public that she had been through the whole a vic- 
tim of deception; and that she ought to show her sincerity 
by aiding, by all means in her power, to bring Mina to jus- 
tice. She then gave him details of his conduct, and of their 
marriage, and showed him a certificate from the Mexican 
Minister, resident at Washington, certifying that Mina and 
Mrs. Chapman were lawfully man and wife. The moment 
the recorder saw it, he knew and said it was a forgery, and 
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he must retain it to enable him to detain Mina on a charge 
of forgery hi Pennsylvania.^ 

In September, Mina was arrested in Boston, and both he 
and Mrs. Chapman were indicted at the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer, at Doylestown, for the murder of William Chap- 
man, by poison. Mrs. Chapman was tried first and no less 
than twenty-five witnesses were called for the prosecution, 
and twenty-three for the defense'. Judge Fox charged the 
jury rather in Mrs. Chapman’s favor though he said that 
from the evidence, it was clear that, arsenic was found in Mr. 
ChapiuAn’s stomach. The jury after two hoars’ deliberation 
brought in a verdict of not guilty. 


THE TRIAL.* 


In the Court of Oyer and Terminer, Doylestown, Pennsyl- 
vania, February, 1832. 

Hon. John Pox,® President. 


Hon. Wiluam Watts, 
Hon. WhiUam Lono, 




Associates, 


February 14. 

On December 14, 1831, the Grand Jury for the County of 
Bucks returned an indictment for murder against Lucretia 


7 J. Mcllvane, p. 144. 

^ Bibliography. *^'Trial of Lucretia Chapman, otherwise called 
Lucretia Espos Y Mina, who was jointly indicted with Ldno Amalia 
Espos Y Mina, for the Murder of William Chapman, Esq., late of 
Andalusia, County of Bucks, Pennsylvania. Prepared for publica- 
tion by William E. Du Bois, student of law. Philadelphia : Published 
by O. W. Mentz ft Son. 1832.” 

*^'Celebrated Trials of all Countries and Remarkable Cases of 
Criminal Jurisprudence. Selected by a Member of the Philadelphia 
Bar. Philadelj^ia : Jasper Harding. 1847.” 

*^^The life and Confession of Carolino Estrades de Mina, Executed 
at Doylestown, June 21, 1832, for poisoning with arsenic, William 
Chapman. Written by himself in the Spanish Langruage while under 
sentence of death in the jail at Doylestown, and delivered by him to 
the Sheriff of Bucks County with a request to have the same trans- 
lated into English. Philadelphia: Robert De Silver. 1832.” 

*"The Confession of Mina, the Spaniard, who was executed at 



LVCBETIA CHAPMAN 


107 


Chapman, widow, “otherwise called Lucretia Espos y Mina,'’ 
and Lino Amalia Espos y Mina, “otherwise called Amalia 
Oregoria Zanier,” by mixing poison in chicken soup, with 
intent to kill William Chapman, and from the effects of which 
he died. There were three counts; in the first and second 
of which the woman and man were jointly charged with the 
murder, and in the third the man was charged with having 
“instigated and procured the woman to do the act.’’ The 
proceedings had been adjourned at the request of the pris- 
oners’ counsel and the trial set for today. 

Thomas Boss/® Deputy Attorney Ceneral, and William B. 
Beed,'^^ for the Commonwealth. 

David Paid Brown ** and Peter McCall,^* for Lucretia 
Chapman. 

Samuel Bush and E. T, McDoweU,^^ for Espos y Mina. 

Doylestown, Petm., on the 2l8t June, 1832, for the murder of Wil- 
liam Chapman, written by himself in Spanish and translated into 
English. Doylestown, Pa. Printed for toe Publisher. 18.32.” 

'“Mysteries of Crime, as shown in Bemorkable Criminal Trials. 
By a Member of the Massachusetts Bar. Illustrated. Boston : Sam- 
uel Walker & Co. 1870.” 

® Fox, John. (1787-1849.) Bom Philadelphia. (Graduated Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, 1803. Studied law with Alexander J. Dal- 
las, and was admitted to the Bar in 1807, at Newtown, Pa. Re- 
moved to Doylestown, 1813. Deputy Attorney General, 1814, and 
held office for fourteen years, broken only by his service as Major in 
the War of 1812. Presided over toe Courts of Bucks and Montgom- 
eiy counties, Pa., 1830-1841. See Battle Hist, of Bucks Co., Davis 
Hist, of Bucks Co. (2nd ed.), Univ. of Pa. Biog. Cat. of Matric. 

*®Ros8, Tbouas. Graduated Princeton, 1825, and admitted to 
Bar in 1829. Deputy Attorney General (now called District Attor- 
ney) of Pennsylvania and Representative for Bucks and Lehigh 
counties in the 31st and 32nd Congresses (1849-1853) . Died in 18^. 
See Battle Hist, of Bucks Co. 

iiReed, WiixiAM Braofoed. (1806-1886.) Bom Philadelphia. 
Lawyer, IKplomatist, Author. Attorney General of Pennsylvania, 
1838 ; United States Minister to China, 1858. Died in New YoA City. 

See 1 Am. St. Tr. 371. 

»• McCall, Peter. (1809-1880.) Bom Trenton, N. J. Bwsame a 
leading lawyer of Philadelphia and was Mayor of that city in 1844. 
Author of ^ise and Progress of Civil Society,” “History of Penn- 
sylvania Law and Equity.” Died in Philaddnhia. « j i j 

« Rush, Samuel. (1795-1869.) Bom Philadelphia. Graduated 
UniverBity of Pennsylvania, 1812. A.M., 1816. Admitted to Bar, 
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The prisoners having been brought up and put to the bar, Mr. Rush 
addressed the Court upon the embarrassment under' which he labored 
in consequence of his client, Mina’s, imperfect knowledge of the Eng- 
lish language. Although it was with considerable didiculty the in- 
dictment had been explained to tlie prisoner, he was prepared to 
waive all objectioni 4 to the immediate arraignment on that ground, 
provided that, by pleading to tlie indictment at once, he did not debar 
himself from the right, on which it might be his duty to insist, to be 
tried by a jury of which one-half should be composed of foreigners 
{de medietate lingu/e). It was his object therefore to obtain some as- 
surance from the Court, or from the prosecution, that an immediate 
plea to the indictment should not foreclose that right. 

Mr. Ross, BO far from taking any advantage of the kind referred to, 
had concluded, if the application for a jury de medietate should be 
pressed, to accede to it. Without admitting it to be the law, he was 
disposed to yield, from a wish to extend to the prisoner any advan- 
tage which he might suppose such a privilege would aiTord. 

The prisoners were then arraigned, and severally pleaded Not 
Guilty to tlie indictment. Being asked separately how they would be 
tried, they answered, “By God and my country.” 

illfr. McDonald asked that the prisoners be tried separately, which, 
after argument, was granted by the Court. 

Mr. Ross said they would take up the case of Lucretia Chapman 
first, and the clerk proceeded to call the jurors to the box. 

The Clerk. Lucretia Chapman, aliaa Lucretia Espos y Mina, stand 
up. These good men who are now to be called are the same which 
sliall pass between the Commonwealth and you. If you have any ob- 
jections to make to them, you will make them as they are called up to 
be sworn, and before they are sworn ; and you shail be heard. You 
have a right to twenty peremptory challenges, and as many more as 
you can show cause for. 

John B. Balderson called. 

Mr. Ross. We propose to ask this juror the following questions. 
Whether he has any conscientious scruples on the subject of capital 
punishment? And if so, whether those scruples would prevent him, 
under any circumstances, from finding a verdict of guilty of murder 
in the first degree? 

The Court. This is departing from the settled practice in thia 

1817; Clerk Philadelphia Common Council, 1810-1820; Deputy At- 
torney General (district attorney) ; Recorder of Philadelphia and 
presided in the Mayor’s Court, 1838-1841. Died in Philadelphia. 
See Battle Hist, of Bucks Co., IJniv. of Pa. Cat., Scharf & Westcott 
Hist, of Phila. (1884), Martin Bench and Bar of Phila., Brown (D. 
P.), Philadelphia Bar (1868). 

McDowell, Eleazer T. Admitted to Bar, 1822. Whig in pol- 
itics and prominent in political campaigns, but declined all official 
positions save that of member of State Constitutional Convention. 
See Battle Hist, of Bucks Co., Wright, C. E., “Pour Lawyers of the 
Doylestown Bar,” (in Bucks Co. Hi^ ColL I, 627). 
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Court, and we must therefore have some reason for it. When a juror 
objects, spontaneously, from conscientious motives, to seningr on a 
jury, he is excused by our practice. 

Mr, Reed, Mr, McCall and Mr, Brown argued the question at 
length. 

The Court. The Commonwealth’s counsel propose to ask the juror 
the following question, viz: Whether ho has any conscientious scru- 
ples on the subject of cai)ital punishment, and if so, whether those 
scruples would j)revent him from finding a verdict of guilty of mur- 
der in the first degree, under any circumstances f Prima facie, every 
y)erson summoned and returned ujwn the i)anel is a competent juror, 
but his incomptency for various reasons may be sliown. If a juror 
is interested, or a near relation of a party, or infirm from age or 
sickness, he may be challenged or set aside by the Court for the latter 
cause without djallenge. A challenge for Uie cause now proposed to 
be sliown by the examination of the juror, was, I believe, first sus- 
tained in this Court in Brown’s ease, in the Presidency of Judge 
Boss. In tliat case, upon the juror stating his scruples, tlie challenge 
was allowed, but when it was proposed in the same case to ask other 
jurors the question as to their conscientious scruples, the Court would 
not permit it to be done. This has since been the rule practiced upon 
here, particularly in Rousseau’s case. There the Court refused to suf- 
fer such a question as is now proposed to be put to a juror. 

It is said that Lcslier’s case has extended the rule. It goes a step 
farther, perhaps, as to the means of showing the incompetency. The 
Supreme Court there say, “It is not material that the intimation of 
his (the juror’s) unfitness to do justice in the case came first from 
himself.” I agree fully in this — ^if it be shown to tlie Coiiii: by any 
evidence that tlie juror is not fit to do justice in the cause, it would 
be a good cause of c?hallenge; but that is not the point now in contro- 
versy, It is, whether a juror may be compelled, by answers to inter- 
rogatories to Sliow that he luis scruples of conscience which disqualify 
him from sendng. In the first place, I consider this point as settled 
in this Court by Brown’s case, unless the Supreme Court have de- 
termined it differently. This has not been shown. 

But, upon principle, I think it would be contrary to the princiides 
of our government to compel a juror to show that by reason of con- 
scientious scruples, he was disqualified from exercising an important 
privilege, such as that of serving upon juries. The examination for 
that purpose would necessarily be inquisitorial in its character, and, 
the right once admitted, it would be difficult to define its limits. We 
therefore decide that the question cannot be put. 

Mr,. Ross, May we prove that the juror is one of a denomination 
of yieople 'who do have such conscientious scruples? 

The CoTTRT. If you can show that it is a rule of faith with his soci- 
ety, and he is in full standing, perhaps you may; but it is not a mat- 
ter of conscience in the society of Friends, as a society. Many of its 
members have such scruples, others have not. 

Mr, Reed, Will the Court instruct the jurors that they have the 
right to ^excuse themselyes from conscientious motives? 
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The Ck)TJBT. We will not interfere. It is an exemption the juror 
may ask, and we will not go further. 

Mr. Boss^ request that he might be allowed to instruct them was 
also denied. 

The Juror. I have strong doubts of the propriety of capital pun- 
ishments — ^but have np scruples of conscience on the subject. 

The Court directed the clerk to proceed in calling jurors until two 
should be qualified who should act as triers of Mr. Balderson. This 
was done and Mr. Balderson was found, u})on examination, to be in- 
different, and therefore qualified. Lewis Smedley stated his consci- 
entious scruples, and was excused. 

Two others were tried, and having previously formed or expressed 
opinions as to the guilt or innocence of. the prisoner, were set aside. 
Twenty persons were challenged peremptory, and one for cause. 

The following named persons were severally sworn or affirmed as 
jurors: John B. Balderson, Joseph Paul, Heavy Licey, John Shntt, 
Joseph Watson, Jr., Henry Hartzell, John Palmer, John Yardley, 
l«wis Kinsey, Robert Phillips, Richard Lecdom, William M. White. 

MB. BOSS, FOB THE PBOSBCUTION. 

Mr. Ross: Gentlemen of the Jury — The Grand Inquest of 
the County, at the last Court of Oyer and Terminer, returned 
to this Court a bill of indictment charging the prisoner at 
the bar with the wilful, deliberate, and premeditated murder 
of William Chapman, by administering poison. To this in- 
dictment she has pleaded not guilty, and has put herself 
upon her God and her country for trial You, gentlemen, 
constitute that country, and you have just been solemnly 
sworn or affirmed to decide upon her guilt or innocence ac- 
cording to the evidence that may be adduced before you. 
In fulfilling this ’duty; so solemn and sacred in its character, 
you will no doubt be governed soldy by a strict regard to 
the public justice of the country, and the maintenance of 
Giose laws, which alone can secure us in the enjoyment of 
our lives, our liberty, and our property. The crime of mur- 
der has occurred so frequently in this county within the last 
few years, that it is calculated to awaken the fears of the 
community, and to render it imperiously the duty of jurors 
to carry into execution the laws of the Commonwealth, with- 
out regard to the consequences that may follow a verdict 
of conviction. Scarcely, indeed, has more than one year 
passed by since there was placed at this bar, upon his trial. 
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a brother charged with having imbrued his hands in the 
blood of a brother. In the same bar, and before a jury of 
the same county, there is now about to be placed upon her 
trial, a wife, charged with having been the destroyer and 
the murderess of her husband. 

Incredible as it may appear, that a crime so heinous in 
its character, and evincing so much profligacy and depravity 
of heart, should have been perpetrated within the limits of 
this peaceable and moral community; nevertheless, the evi- 
dence which we shall lay before you, will irresistibly lead 
you to the melancholy truth, that the prisoner at the bar 
is guilty of the offense with which she stands indicted. 

The indictment which you are about to try, contains three 
counts, and charges Mrs. Chapman, jointly with another, 
with the perpetration of this murder. She is indicted as a 
principal in all the counts. A principal in the first degree, 
is one who is the actor or absolute perpetrator of the crime. 
I will not now trouble you with the law relative to princi- 
pals, as it will be fully detailed to you in the future prog- 
ress of this case ; but will proceed to disclose to you the evi- 
dence which will be offered in support of this indictment, 
and to which I now ask your serious and undivided atten- 
tion. It appears that some time in the month of May last, 
about twilight, there appeared at the door of Mrs. Chapman’s 
residence a stranger calling himself Mina, and asking per- 
mission to stay the night. Representing himself as the son 
of General Mina, and as being poor and friendless, in a 
strange land, the permission was not only granted, but he 
was seated at the family board and partook in other respects 
of the hospitality extended to him by the unfortunate hus- 
band of the prisoner at the bar. He prolonged his stay at 
Andalusia, where Mrs. Chapman soon contracted that ill- 
fated intimacy with him, which alone could have induced her 
to conspire against the life of her husband, and which is 
not only about to bring upon her own head the vengeance 
of the law, but must, in some measure, entail misery and 
disgrace upon her innocent and helpless children. The evi- 
dence will disclose such a scene of profligacy and immorality 
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as has been seldom witnessed in this, or indeed in any other 
country. Immediately after this stranger had taken up his 
residence in the family, Mrs. Chapman virtually divorced 
herself from her husband. She treated him with the great- 
est cruelty and indignity, and not only reproached him with 
the most opprobious epithets, but repeatedly expressed a 
wish that he was gone. In fact,, all that affection and kind- 
ness •which a ■wife should entertain for her husband, seemed 
to have given place to the most deep and bitter hatred. En- 
tertaining this dislike of her husband, it is not surprising 
that she should have formed an illicit intercourse with this 
person, who had thus introduced himself into her family. 
The evidence will leave no doubt upon your minds that such 
an intimacy had existed between them for some time previous 
to the death of her husband. So wanton was her conduct, 
and so openly and shamelessly manifested, that it attracted 
not only the observation of her neighboi’s, but of her own 
children and family. The maid servant left the honse in 
consecjuence of the gross impropriety which she saw, and Mr. 
Chapman, the husband, not only ordered Mina from the 
house, and complained of the ill conduct of his wife, but wept 
bitterly over the misery and disgrace, which she was almost 
daily inflicting upon him. Having laid before you this tes- 
timony, we think that we ^all have assigned a motive for this 
horrid transaction, and have satisfied you that Mrs. Chap- 
man was possessed of no moral principle sufficient to re- 
strain her from the commission of the dark and nefarious 
deed with which she stands charged. 

We will endeavor to show that a conspiracy existed between 
these individuals to poison Mr. Chapman. Mina, on the 16th 
of June, was in the city of Philadelphia, and we shall be able 
satisfactorily to prove to you that he at that time purchased 
of a respectable druggist a quantity of arsenic. He stated 
that he was making a collection of birds, and that he wi^ed 
the arsenic for the purpose of using it in their preparation; 
whereas the evidence will be clear and positive that he, at 
that time, could not have been engaged in collecting birds. 
The next day after his return to Andalusia, Chapman was 
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taken sick. This sickness, when first taken, was of so slight a 
character that the physician who saw him, on the 19th, did 
not deem it necessary to visit him again. He grew better, 
and on Monday, the 20th, Mrs. Chapman prepared for him 
some chicken soup, which she took from the kitchen to the 
parlor, for the purpose, as she stated, of seasoning it. When 
the soup was taken to the parlor, she and Mina were the only 
persons left in the room. We shall endeavor to prove to you 
by the declarations of Mina, that Mrs. Chapman at that time 
took the poison and mixed it with the soup. It was taken to 
Mr. Chapman during the morning, and he took a small quan- 
tity of it; the remainder was thrown into the yard. In the 
evening of the same day, the chicken of which the soup had 
been made, was taken up to him, and a very small portion 
was eaten; the remainder of this also was thrown into the 
yard. The next day, the ducks of a neighbor, which had 
been in the yard where the chicken was thrown, died in a 
very sudden, and at the time in a very unaccountable man- 
ner. Imunediately after taking the soup he grew worse, and 
complained of a burning heat in the stomach. He said that 
something appeared like fire in his stomach, and that it was 
the seat of all his misery and pain. In fact, every symptom 
of his disease indicated that arsenic had been administered to 
him. On Monday evening he w^as visited by a friend, who 
found him in a great deal of pain, and suffering for the want 
of attention. He made a particular ref|ueat, that this person 
would remain with him that evening and take care of him, 
as his wife neglected to pay him any attrition. This friend 
stayed with him, as requested, until nearly 11 o’clock, when 
Mrs. Chapman came into the room and requested' him to 
retire. He, however, before he retired from the room, re- 
»|uested her to send for a physician. She declined doing so. 
He again earnestly besought her to permit him to go for a 
ph^^sician, but she persisted in refusing, although her hus- 
band was then so ill that it was doubtful whether he could 
survive till morning. No physician was sent for until a 
very late hour on Tuesday evening, when Dr. Knight was 
called in. Mrs. Chapman, however, refused to administer 
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his prescriptions, notwithstanding' she was particluarly en- 
joined to do so by the physician himself. He lingered until 
the morning of the 33rd, when he expired; and on the 5th 
of July following, jshe married the indmdual with whom, it 
is supposed, she conspired against the life of her husband. 
Three months after his decease, circumstances having oc- 
curred which induced a suspicion that he was poisoned, the 
body was disinterred, and a chemical analysis made of the 
stomach by two distinguished chemists of Philadelphia. In 
the opinion of these chemists, as well as in the opinion of the 
experienced anatomists who examined the body, the death 
of Mr. Chapman was occasioned by the administration of 
arsenic, and not by cholera morbus as had been alleged. 

In addition to this testimony, we diall also lay before you 
a letter of Mrs. Chapman, in which certain expressions are 
used, which will leave but little doubt upon your mind, that 
they have reference to the crime of which she now stands 
indicted. Her conduct in various respects, furnishes, when 
taken in connection with the other circumstances of the case, 
very strong presumptive evidence of her guilt. S\ich for 
instance, as assigning different reasons to different individ- 
uals, when interrogated, as to the cause of her husband’s 
death ; treating him with so much cruelty and neglect during 
his sickness, as induced him to complain to the rest of his 
family, that he believed his wife wished him gone ; and finally 
fiying from the country upon the first intimation that she 
was suspected. These circumstances will all be proved to 
yon, and will, I have no doubt, be sufficient, independent of 
the positive testimony, to enable you to render a verdict of 
guilty. 

The case does indeed afford another striking proof of the 
truth of the line, that blood, though it sleep a time, yet 
never dies.” 

THE EVIDENCE FOR THE PROSECUTION. 

February 15. 

2Iary Palethorpe. Am 12 years about dusk; said his father was. 
of age; lived last May at Mrs. Governor of California; called 
Ckapman’s. A person came there himself lino Amalia Espos y 
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Mina. He asked to stay all night. 
They took him down to eat with 
us. Could not understand dis- 
tinctly what he said ; Mrs. Chap- 
man appeared to understand him 
best. He was lodged in a nice 
room, and had a feather bed; not 
in the garret, but like a garret; 
he said he came from Santa Fe 
de Bogota; that his father sent 
him to France with a doctor; the 
doctor died in church witii a fit; 
he said the people of France 
came and took his trunk which 
had a good deal of money in and 
the man’s, loo; and told him he 
was only the man’s servant. Next 
day Mrs. C. and Mr. Ash went up 
to Bonaparte’s with him; there 
was no change made in his dress 
the next morning after he came; 
was away about a week from 
Mrs. C.’s; Mina was there when 
1 returned; could not say there 
'was any change in his appear- 
ance;; saw Mina and Mrs. C. to- 
gether often. Mina used to have 
fits; when he had them we would 
all be in the room; when they 
were going off we were all sent 
out of the room except Mrs. C.; 
she stayed in; did not think he 
had fits at all; sometimes he 
would lie still; sometimes not; 
he would get up and walk about 
after he had a fit; I have known 
Mina and Mrs. Chapman go in- 
to a room together and shut the 
door; don’t think she treated her 
husband right; she called him a 
fool one Sunday as we were go- 
ing to church ; this was after 
Ming had come there; there was 
a difficulty between them in con- 
sequence of his neglecting to call 
the people to breakfast ; she told 
him to call them to breakfast and 
he did not go right away; we 
were going to have prayers; be- 
cause he did not go she said she 
would not have prayers, and 


they sat down; she took the 
prayer book and locked it up; 
think we had prayers afterwards, 
but none that day. The person 
in the bar is Mina. They rode to- 
other more than once, some- 
times a long, and sometimes a 
short time; sometimes alone and 
sometimes with other persons ; 
when Mina came to the house he 
spoke bad English; could not 
understand all he said; Mrs. C. 
conversed principally with him. 
Mr. and Mrs. C. had a difference 
about the horse and carriage; 
Mina wanted to go to town ; Mr. 
C. said he should not have the 
horse and carriage; Mrs. C. said 
he should; tliink he did go; Mr. 
Bishop went witli him; 1 at- 
tended Mr. Chapman’s school; 
Mr. Bishop came there to be 
cured of stammering; said he 
came from Vermont; do not 
know where he is now; there 
were five scholars — Mr. Cruiser, 
Foreman, Ash, Fassit, and my- 
self; never heard Mrs. C, make 
use of any cross language to 
Mina. 

Cross'-examined. Mrs. C. had 
the chief management of the 
school. I had been there about 
two weeks when Mina came ; Mr. 
Foreman went to the door when 
Mina knocked; told Mr. Chap- 
man there was somebody there 
wanted to see him; Mr. C. told 
him to come into the room. Fore- 
man brought him in ; Mina ii.sked 
for a night’s lodging; Mrs. C. re- 
plied she thought he could stay 
there all night; Mina said tliey 
had refused him lodging at the 
tavern below. Mr. C. said there 
was a tavern above. Mina said 
he came from Philadelphia that 
day, and was going to Bona- 
parte’s for money; think he said 
he had been very ill; don’t re- 
member his saying he had been 
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subject to fits; he said he had 
been cupped; was present again 
that evening when they were to- 
gether; don’t think Mr. C. showed 
much interest in him after he told 
his story; Mr. C. did* not refuse 
him permission to remain; no 
wayfaring strangers stopped 
there while I was there; there 
was no room in the house called 
the beggar’s room; Mr. Ash 
drove the carriage to Bona- 
parte’s; don’t know of Mr. C.’s 
objecting to their going; recollect 
Mr. C. writing letters to Mina’s 
relations — his father and mother. 
Heard them speak of the consul. 
Mrs. C. accompanied Mina to 
town when he took some of the 
letters; they said they went to 
the consul’s (Col. Cueata). Mrs. 
C. said Mina dined at the con- 
sul’s; do not remember that she 
said she understood at the con- 
sul’s that Mina was a distin- 
guished man in his own country; 
observed a change in his dress 
while he was at Mr. Chapman’s; 
he had a new suit of clothes; the 
first suit was brown; do not re- 
member Mr. Chapman ordering 
him a suit of clothes; remember 
his getting a suit of black; he 
said his sister had died. 

Ellen Shaw. Lived at Mr. 
Chapman’s. Mina came in the 
evening, and asked for victuals 
and lodging; was milking when 
he came — the dog met him and 
I called the dog away; he then 
came in and was going to the 
kitchen; told him he could not 
get in there, and he had better go 
on the piazza ; he knocked at the 
door and asked Mr. Chapman if 
he could stay there all night. Mr. 
C. advised him to go to the tav- 
ern; Mrs. Chapman took him in- 
to the room and got to talking 
with him; they consented to let 
him stay all night; next day she 


concluded to let him stay a few 
days till he got rested, 

A day or two after, he wanted 
to go to Bonaparte’s and she 
went along with him in her car- 
riage; after they came back she 
said she had concluded to let him 
stay three years; she was going 
to teach him English, and he was 
to give her $2,000 a year. 1 told 
her she had better let him alone, 
tliat he was a Spaniard and a 
body did not know what he might 
do. She said he was a fine young 
man and she was going to take 
him in as her own son; that she 
would be a mother to him, and 
her children would be sisters 
and brotliers to him. After that 
Mrs. C. and Mina were in the 
room together almost all the 
time; they went to town, one 
Monday morning; did not get 
back till Wednesday night. Mr. 
C. was dreadfully uiu'asy about 
their going away. He said he was 
really afraid there would be mur- 
der either on liis own side or on 
Mina’s; this was on Tuesday 
night. Mrs. C. gave Mina some 
of Mr. C.’s fine linen sliirts and 
a suit of blue clothes; lie got a 
black suit, but whether she gave 
it to him cannot say; liave heard 
Mrs. C. tell her husband she was 
mistress in her own house and 
she would do as she pleased; they 
used to be together all the time; 
used to see them kiss each other 
before the death of Mr. C; left 
there about two weeks before he 
died. She used to he up in his 
room a good deal. Mr. C. slept 
in the room w’liere he alw^ays did, 
after Mina came to the house. 
Mrs. Clup^man also slept in the 
room where she always did. There 
was one night when Mina had 
fits, that she was up with him all 
night. ^ No other person was up 
with him ; have often seen her in 
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Mina’s room ; have seen her there 
in the evening and in the day 
time, and especially when he 
would have those spells; have 
seen her in the morning come 
down stairs; have seen Mrs. C. 
sitting on Mina’s bed. No other 
person was in the room — Mina 
was lying upon the bed at the 
time, whether dressed or not I do 
not know. Mrs. C. had on her 
night clothes; saw her at another 
time in Mina’s room in the day 
time — 1 went to ask her what 
kind of a poultice 1 was to make 
for the old gentleman’s face — 
Mr. C. w’anled me to make a 
poultice, and I did not know 
what kind to /make; did not 
speak to her; came away from 
the door, and went and made a 
bread and milk poultice. I did 
not like to disturb her, as she 
was sitting there talking. She 
said nothing to me. My reason 
for leaving there was, there were 
things 1 did not like to see; her 
proceedings and Mina’s I did not 
like; my folks were against my 
staying there; they heard a great 
deal of talk about them; went 
out riding with Lino and Mrs. C, 
to .Joseph Wriglit’s. He was 
lying in Mrs. C.’s lap nearly all 
the way, singing love songs. 
When we got to Wright’s, they 
went out into the woods together 
and were gone for two or three 
hours. We returned that night. 
Lino had one of his spells in the 
carriage, and we had to change 
seats — I got before to drive, and 
he got into the back seat, where 
he soon got better. J drove till 
we got home. Mrs. C. was be- 
hind with me when we first 
started from Wright’s. It was 
near dark when we started from 
Wright’s, about seven miles from 
Mr. Chapman’s. We had gone 
about a mile when he got the 


spell; left Chapman’s the follow- 
ing week; can hardly describe 
the spells (of Mina) he behaved 
so queer. They did not appear 
to affect his general health. He 
was soon over them. Mrs. C. 
generally attended liim when he 
had these fils. Mrs. C. and her 
husband did not live upon very 
good terms — he complained; 
have heard Mrs. C. scolding him. 
She s]>oke |)rctty harsh some- 
times, she wished he was gone 
from the house, and would get 
ready and start; she used to tell 
h;m she was ashamed of him; 

she said she wished to he 

was gone, for she was tired of 
him. This was after Mina came 
to the house. After Mina came, 
observed a change in Mrs. C.’s 
conduct'; she seemed as if she 
w'as weaned from Mr. C. and her 
family; one day saw Mrs. C. 
give her husband a push with 
her foot. She w'as very angry, 
blit said nothing. 

Crofifi-eraminefL Have had no 
difference with Mrs. C.; Ihoiight 
Mr. r. did not settle with me 
fairly for rny wages. Mrs. C. 
always had the chief manage- 
ment of the establishment. She 
generally gave directions and 
made contracts in regard to it. 
Mr. r. took very little part in 
what was going on; don’t think 
the want of harmony was so 
great before Mina came as after. 
Before they had words — about 
like other peoyde. My business 
was in the kitchen cliiefly, in tlie 
cellar. Mina was very dirty upon 
his arrival; was dre^ssed in dark 
clothes. Both Mr. and Mrs. C. 
were benevolent and kind to 
those who were in that condition. 
We had a room called the "beg- 
gai^s room,” on purpose; am 
certain it was Mr. C. who came 
to the door; was standing right 
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before the piazza; heard Mr. C. 
distinctly say to him, there was 
a tavern he could go to. Mr. 
Ash or Mr. Foreman was along 
with Mr. Chapman. Mina told 
Mr. C. he had no money to pay 
for his lodging; think Mrs. C. 
met him in the entry; cannot 
say whether she was often en- 
gaged in instructing him in the 
langfuage; they were often en- 
gaged in a private room by them- 
selves; did not know how the 
$2,000 was to be paid; have 
heard her say he was a distin- 
guished man in his own country 
and very wealthy. He said he 
was a governor, and very ri<^, 
and was going to send over for 
diamonds; know of no objection 
on the part of Mr. C. to their 
going to Bonaparte’s. Mr. Ash 
drove the carriage at her request. 
Mina thought there was a gentle- 
man at Bonaparte’s who would 
assist him; on their return he 
said that Mr. Bonaparte had 
company and did not come down 
to see him; don’t remember that 
it was said that two Spanish gen- 
tlemen had left the Count’s two 
days before. Mr. C. wrote let- 
ters to Mina’s relatives at his 
first coming. Mr. C. was kind 
and attentive to him, but he dare 
do no other; heard Mr. C. say 
that they need not be uneasy 
about Mina, that he should be 


taken care of as his own; think 
Mrs. C. wrote to his mother; 
have known Mrs. C. and Mina 
go to the city when there was no 
one else with them; once they 
went and stayed three days; 
heard Mr. C. ask her what he 
was to do for shirts if Ldno had 
them all ; wanted to go to 
Wright’s and she offered to go. 
Mrs. C. asked me to go along 
and walk with them; sat in the 
roqm part of the time, and un- 
der the tree part of the time. 
They both sang love songs — he 
sang in broken English. In go- 
ing, Mina drove, and Mrs. C. 
and myself sat behind. He un- 
dertook to lay his head once or 
twice in my lap ; told him I 
didn’t want to be troubled with 
such a butterfly; lived between 
twelve and thirteen months with 
Mrs. C. Religions service was 
performed during the chief of 
the time T was in the house; and 
much good did it do. I never 
knew Mr. C. to request his wife 
to attend on Mina — Mina did not 
vomit on the journev. 

To Ihe roTTRT. She was not 
in the habit of singing songs. 
She had a piano, and played and 
sung hymn tunes; don’t know of 
any improper familiarity at the 
time they were riding, except 
that he leaned against her, and 
she held him in her arms. 


Mr. Brown asked if the prisoner might be allowed to sit by her 
counsel. 

The Court said she could not — an application of that kind had 
been refused in this Court in a former case. 


Mrs. Esther Bache. Two 
weeks before the death of Mr. C. 
was at his house two days. Mrs. 
C. was remarkably attentive to 
Mina; she took me up stairs and 
told me that Mina was subject 
to fits; begged to be excused, as 


she said she had to attend on 
him'; heard their voices distinct- 
ly and heard Mrs. C. laugh. 
While she was in the room, re- 
quested her daughter Mary to 
caU her, which she refused; saw 
Mina next about dinner time, and 
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there appeared to be nothing the 
matter with him. Later Mrs. C. 
came out, and 1 asked her how 
Mina was; she said his life was 
almost despaired of — he was no 
better. After dinner, Mina, Mrs. 
C., and the daughter Lucretia 
rode out till late in the evening. 
After tJiey returned Mina was 
relating part of his history to 
Mrs. C. about his passage from 
Mexico. Mr. C. made some in- 
nuiry but received no answer, but 
very ill looks from Mina. Mrs. 
Chapman apologized, and said, 
Mr. C. did not understand any 
thing, hardly, that was said. I 
retired to my room, and saw no 
more of Mina that night. Next 
morning Mrs. C., and Mina and 
the servant Shaw rode out and 
did not return until ten o’clock 
at night. Once at dinner Mrs. 
Chapman behaved very unkind- 
ly to her husband; he did not 
come as soon as she wished; she 
told him, that another tinie, if 
he was not there when dinner 
was ready he should walk off un- 
til supper. He replied that he 
could not at all times leave his 
study. I believe that was all — 
Mr. Fanning, Mr. Ash and her 
children were present and some 
others—whether Mina was pres- 
ent do not recollect. 

Cross-examined. Tt was in the 
beginning of June that I went to 
Mr. C.’s; was emidoyed in mak- 
ing a dress for Mrs. C.; was 
never at Mr. C.’s before, nor 
since. It was Mrs. C. who told 
me &at Mina had fits; he did 
not. Saw nothing aiM him 
when he came down to dinner. 
When Mina was mentioning his 
sufferings on board tiie ship, Mr. 
C. made some inquiry in a veiy 
pleasant way, respecting his 
passage. Mrs. C. obwrved my 
surprise (at Mina’s silence and 


ill looks), and said that Don 
Lino did not understand any- 
thing that Mr. C. said. Mina 
sat at Mrs. C.’s right hand at 
table; the chief of their conver- 
sation was together; refused to 
go back to Mr. C.’s again, for I 
did not like the conduct of Mina 
and Mrs. C. towards Mr. Chap- 
man ; could hear nothing that was 
said when they were in the room 
together. 

Ann Bantom. Was at Mr. 
Chapman’s on Monday of each 
week washing before he was tak- 
en sick; Monday after he was 
taken sick went there to wash, 
and stayed till Tuesday night; 
came back again on Wednesday 
and stayed till Saturday night; 
saw Mr. C. on Monda}’’ evening 
and he told me he was a little 
better; saw him again on that 
afternoon and he said he was 
not so well. There was some 
soup made for him on Monday 
morning by Mrs. C. She made 
the soup and put a little salt in 
it in the kitchen, and told me she 
would take it up in the parlor 
and season it. I did not see them 
take the soup to Mr. C. I left 
her in the parlor and saw no 
more of it after that. T went to 
the parlor, found Mina in there, 
and Mrs. C. went up just before 
me. I saw Mr. C. on Monday 
afternoon, he said he did not 
feel so well as in the morning. 
He complained of a misery at his 
stomach — ^it appeared to him very 
much like fire; he told me if he 
did not get better than he was 
then, he could not stand it long. 
On Tuesday evening, Mrs. C. 
called me up to see Mr. (\, how 
bad he was. She told me she 
knew he would not . live, and 
asked me if T would coine back 
the next day and stay with her. 
On Tuesday evening he seemed 
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very bad; he tried to vomit; first 
heard him complain of this burn- 
ing heat in the stomach on Mon- 
day afternoon. Mrs. C. said the 
soup was intended for Mr. C. It 
was chicken soup; Saw it when 
she brought it down ; threw it out 
on the ground in the yard. The 
chicken was also taken up to him 
but he did not eat it, for it came 
down again ; think it was taken 
up by Mrs. Chapman ; threw the 
pieces out of doors into the yard, 
where 1 threw the soup. The 
soup was taken up in the morn- 
ing, the chicken in. the afternoon ; 
saw Mina in Chapman’s room at 
different times while I was up 
there; did not see Mrs. C. put 
any seasoning in the soup while 
I was in the parlor; don’t recol- 
lect what Mina was doing; don’t 
recollect how much of the soup 
had been eaten; saw Mrs. C. and 
Lino frequently together in both 
the back parlors. Once Mr. lino 
had one of his fits in the back 
parlor, late in the afternoon; 
Mrs.^ C. and the children and my- 
self were in there with him, when 
he came to, she told us he did 
not like to have any body in the 
room with him. She told me and 
the children to go out. We went 
— she stayed in, and shut the 
door and the window shutters; 
don’t know how long she re- 
mained there. This was on Tues- 
day of the week Mr. Chapman 
was sick; have seen Mrs. C. and 
Mina several times alone togeth- 
er; have seen them alone In the 
evening. Mrs. C. told me that 
Mina was a young man of great 
fortune, and a young man she 
had taken a great liking to. She 
said she pitied him very much to 
think he had lost so much. I 
have seen Mrs. C. in Mina’s room 
where he slept; it was when he 
had fits; have seen her standing 


by him, and at the side of his 
bed, where he was lying. 

Cross-examined. 1 went to 
Mr. C.’s to wash and iron and 
do the housework. She took 
Juliann the same time with me — 
Juliann was cook, and helped to 
do the work about the house; 
cooked after Wednesday; I sup- 
pose Juliann cooked before that; 
did not see Mrs. C. take either 
soup or chicken up to Mr. C. 
Mrs. C. put it on ^e table and 
left it there — she did not say 
whether Mr. C. had taken any of 
it or not, but said he did not 
want any more of it ; ate none of 
it, nor drank any of the soup; 
could not tell whether any of the 
soup or of the chicken had been 
taken. On Tuesday Mrs. C. told 
me she did not think he would 
live. Mina had one or more fits 
on that day. 

To the Court. Don’t recol- 
lect seeing Mrs. C. take the soup 
out of the small pot, in which it 
was made; do not tiliink she 
cleaned the ]>ot. 1 think Ihere 

was rice in the soup. A whole 
chicken was used, but whether 
cut up before or after, I cannot 
say. Mrs. C. gave me no direc- 
tions to throw the soup or the 
chicken away. The chicken 
stood on the table till tea time, 
and then I threw it out; threw 
out the soup when I washed up 
the dishes. 

February 16. 

Richard Wafkinson. Reside in 
Philadelphia ; am engaged in the 
tailoring business. About the 
16th of May Mrs. C. called at 
my shop in company with Mina. 
Mina purchased of me a black 
suit of clothing. Mr. C. wrote 
me an order for the clothes. 

Cross-examined. T have known 
Mr. and Mrs. C. for twelve or 
thirteen years, and was one of 
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their pupils for four or five 
years. So far as 1 know, they 
lived harmoniously. At the first 
visit, Mrs. C; came in, and said 
she had a young man (Mina) in 
her carriage, who had been ver>’ 
unfortunate; he had no money, 
having lost upwards of $30,000 
somewhere in France. A remit- 
tance was shortly expected from 
his father, and as soon as the 
consul got the remittance he 
would call and pay. Mina came 
out of the carriage to be meas- 
ured. His clotilies were pretty 
poor— he could hardly hold them 
up. Later I told Mrs. C. that 
Mina was ordering too much 
clothing. Told her I would not 
make another suit, as I thought 
she would he obliged to f)ny it; 
that it would be like taking; the 
bread out of her children’s 
mouth ; told her I thought he was 
a great scoundrel; that T had 
sent my young man to the consul 
to inquire respecting him; the 


consul said he knew nothing of 
him, and knew neither him nor 
his father, and believed him to be 
an imposter; told her 1 thought 
he was as gi'cat a scoundrel as 
ever lived. She replied, “1 hope 
not, Mr. Walkinson.” She then 
said 1 had acted i)erfectly right, 
and thanked me. She appeared 
to be ver>- much hurt after I 
mentioned this fact. jVlrs. C. 
was with Mina when this last 
suit was ordered; told them the 
suit was of a high price. Mina 
sj>oke in Spanish to her, upon 
which she said, that Mina said 
$40 was quite cheap; he had 
often given $50. The price was 
high for a light suit (for sum- 
mer) and I began to oi»en my 
eyes. 

Elias Durand. Reside in Phila- 
delphia, and am a druggist; linve 
never seen Mrs. Oha]>mnn, but 
have seen Minn; about the mid- 
dle of June Mina came to my 
store. 


Mr. Boss, (being asked w^hat this witness was to prove). The 
object now is, to prove by this witness, that at the time alluded to 
by him, Mina purchased from him a quantity of arsenic. 

Mr. McCall. In order to bind the present defendant by the acts 
of Mina, a confederacy must be established; of which, there is no 
evidence. The parties are husband and wife. As to the first 
point: The cases in which the act of one person is to bind an- 
other, are where numbers constitute the essence of the offense. Com- 
v. Eberle, .3 S. & R. This not being a trial for conspiracy, but for 
the single offense of murder, evidence of the acts of one cannot be 
given to affect the other. To admit this evidence, would be to over- 
turn the decision of the Court, that there should be several trials. 
As io the second point: The acts of husband and wife cannot be 
given in evidence against each other. McNally, 112. 2 Starkie, 708. 

Mr. Reed said he considered this as strictly evidence. 

The Court. Elias Durand is offered by the prosecution to prove 
that, in June last, Mina purchased from him a quantity of arsenic. 
It is objected by defendant’s counsel, that this is not evidence against 
her. Whatever would have been evidence against Mrs. Chapman 
on the trial, had it been joint, is evidence against her now. The 
severance as to trial makes no difference as to that matter. 

This evidence is now offered as one of a chain of circumstances to 
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charge her with administering the poison ; and it is clearly proper. 
If she is not connected with this fact by other evidence, it cannot 
affect her; but it is competent for the prosecution to prove it as a 
link in their proposed chain of evidence. The evidence is proper, 
too, as one fact to show a concert of action between the two defend- 
ants charged, with a^view to make the acts and declarations of one, 
evidence against the other. 

The alleged marriage between Mrs. Chapman and Mina, forms 
no objection to the evidence. The fact that poison was pur^ased 
by any person being a member of her household about the time of 
the alleged murder, would be evidence, no matter whether that per- 
son were her husband, or a stranger — ^indicted or not indicted. 

The evidence to prove the fact of the purchase is permitted to be 
given ; but we do not now decide that any declarations of Mina can 
be given for the purpose of charging Ite. Chapman. 

Elias Durand. Mina asked me that we might prepare it. He 
in Spanish if I could speak said that was useless — ^but if we 
Spanish; referred him to my as- bad the powder, that would an- 
sistant, Mr. Guillou, and they swer. He asked the price by the 
conversed together. M^. Guillou pound — and then asked for a 
told me he asked for arsenic, shilling’s worth, which we gave 
Two ounces, or a quarter of a him. He then left the store, and 
pound of arsenic was given him ; returned that afteroon or the 
think I weiglied it and gave it next day at fartliest, and asked 
to him myself. me to write a letter for him 

Alfred Guillou. Was assist- which he would dictate in Span- 
ant in Mr. Durand’s drug store, ish, I wrote a rough copy, and 
The prisoner came in and in- my brother Constant Guillou 
quired for the residence of the coming into the store, he being 
Mexican consul. He asked me better acquainted with the Span- 
in broken English, which in- ish language than T, I told Mina 
duced me to speak in Spanish, that he was a more proper per- 
About two weeks after he re- son to do it that I was; intro- 
turned, spoke about the weather, duced him to my brother under 
and mentioned his being the son the name of Cuesta, and my 
of the governor of California, brother said he would do it, and 
etc; in two or three days he re- did so; Mina remarked that he 
turned, and asked me in Spanish liked my handwriting more than 
if we had any arsenical soap for that of my brother, and asked me 
the preparation of birds, to which to copy his rough draft, which 
I replied, that we had not, but T did. This is the letter. 

Philadelphia, June 16th, 1831. 

Sir. — take the liberty of addressing you without having the 
honor of your acquaintance, from the deep sense which 1 entertain 
of your noble conduct toward my friend Mr. Lino Amalio Esposi- 
mina. That gentleman has given me to understand the sincere re- 
gret he experiences at not having it in his power to accomplish your 
request, and impelled by obligations under which your goodness has 
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placed all his friends, 1 hasten to put myself at your disposal, and 
a^ure you that any commands you may think proper to honor me 
with, 1 will (to the fullest extent of my power) accomplish imme- 
diately. 

With your kind permission, I will do myself the honor of calling 
upon you on Saturday or Monday afternoon next. 

My mother, as well as myself, begs to be remembered to Mrs. 
Chapman. Est. Cuesta. 

Mr. William Chapman, Esq. 


The flourish under the signa- 
ture was added by me at Mina’s 
request; never saw him again un- 
til I saw him here; he wore a 
pair of false whiskers, and 
showed me bow they were fast^ 
ened. 

Cross-e.ramined. It was after 
1 had written the flrst rough copy 
he told me his name was Cuesta. 
The Mexican consul has the same 
name. The arsenic was pur- 
chased in the morning the letter 
was written; he got either two 
or four ounces. 

Comlant Guillou, Had some 
conversation with Mina; he was 
very politer; said his mother 
would be very happy to see me; 
iisked me if I had any intention 
at any time of going to Mexico; 
he would be happy to take pass- 
age in the same vessel. 

Cross-examined, The letter 
was not written from his dicta- 
tion, but from his stating the 
object. He said Mr. C. had 
obliged his friends very much— 
that Mr. C. was not in good cir- 


cumstances, and he, through 
gratitude for the favors to Espos 
y Mina, plac.ed himself at Mr. 
Chapman’s disposal; read it in 
Spanish, and he nodded acquies- 
cence. 

Edwin B, Fanning, Was at 
Mr. Chapman’s about the 20th 
of June. Monday about 9 a. 
m., I called to deliver some 
books, entitled The Family En- 
cyclopaedia, for which he had 
subscribed; learned Mr. C. was 
ill. 1 went in and found him 
very ill; vomiting very much; 
complaining of j)ain in the chest 
and head; mentioned that I wi^ 
going to William Hill’s, princi- 
pal of Lower Dublin Academy. 
Mr. Hill had married a niece of 
Mr. C. Mrs. C, requested me to 
say nothing of Mr. C.'s illness 
unless inquired of by them. I 
went to Mr. Hill’s and returned 
to Mr. C.’s a little after dark; 
was requested by Mr. C. himself 
to tarr>^ with him through the 
night and take care of him. 


Mr, Brdwn objected to any evidence of what Mr. Chapman said. 

Mr. Ross, We expect to prove by this witness, that Mr. Chapman 
said he was not attended to; that when Mina was sick, he (Chap- 
man) was neglected. 

Mr. Reed. What was said by the party injured directly after 
the injury received, is evidence. 

Mr. Brown. The attempt is to give declarations of Mr. C. un- 
favorable to the character of the defendant — ^though not going to the 
main point. The neglect of Chapman is no part of the res gesta. 
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They are not declarations made in extremis, nor in expectation of 
death, in which case they are to be admitted. 

Mr. Ross. We allege that these declarations were made after the 
poison was administered. The deceased must be conscious of his 
danger. Here this is proved. Ann Bantom’s evidence is, that he 
said he could not get well. Our object is to show that she had lost 
all affection for her husband. 

The Court sustained the objection, deeming the evidence now of- 
fered inadmissible at this state of the cause. 


Edwin B. Fanning. Stayed 
with Mr. (Jhapman until eleven 
o’clock. Mrs. C. came into the 
room twice during that time; she 
thanked me for my attention to 
him, and said she would not 
trouble me to remain with him 
through the night; then ro(j nest- 
ed her permission to go myself 
for a physician, and slie said not. 
Mr. C, being in great distress, I 
urged tile matter, and was again 
refused. I recommended salt 
and water to be given to him to 
stop his vomiting. Mrs. C. said 
she would give it him. As Mrs. 
C. was in the room I left it for 
a short time, and came in again. 
Mrs. C. gave him medicine out 
of a tea cup; supposed it to be 
salt and water; left Mr. (-.’s resi- 
dence next morning between 
eigilit and ten; Mr. C. was much 
the same then as the night be- 
fore; this was on Tuesday. I 
was not at Chapman’s again un- 
til the Sabbath after his death. 
I saw Mrs. Chapman — she "was 
cheerful. On Monday evening 
(my former visit) Mr. C. was not 
as well as in the morning; he 
appeared to be attempting to 
vomit. Heard him say, “I can- 
not live so.” Mrs. C. said to me 
about cause of his illness Tuesday 
^'You recollect that he ate 
heartily of beef — stale beef. He 
has not been well since he ate 
that stale beef;” had seen Mr. 
Chapman after he had eaten the 


beef, and he complained of no 
illness. 

JJr. John Phillips. I have 
been called to attend Mr. (\’s 
family at various times; what I 
did see of liis case, was ten or 
twelve hours before his death, 
when he was unable to give me 
any history of his feelings or his 
sufferings; called to see liini on 
19th June; he had yei*y slight 
symj)toms of indisposition; j)aid 
him a very short visit, and ad- 
vised very mild course of tr€?at- 
ment; thought further attention 
from me unnecessary. On the 
Tuesday following heard that 
Mr. C. "was much worse; did not 
visit liim until the following day, 
as I had no intimation from the 
family. On AVednesday called 
with Dr. Brearly and w^as aston- 
ished to find him in articulo mor- 
tis; have some recollection of his 
symptoms. His extremities were 
cold and clammy — ^his pulse 
creeping, and barely perceptible 
— the skin upon his extremities 
appeared to be collapsed, or 
shrunken — ^liis hearing entirely 
gone; his countenance evinced a 
good deal of anxiety, and he 
seemed desirous to know 
whether he should or should not 
recover. I could not make him 
sensible of what my opinion was; 
procured a slate, but could not 
make him understand by writing; 
This was while remaming with 
him during the night. There was 
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a discharge per anuum, of sanies 
or bloody serum, involuntary. I 
laid down during the course of 
the night, desiring to be called, 
if any alteration should occur; 
came in some time before his 
death, which occurred about five 
o'clock, a, m. He a])pearcd calm 
an hour or two before and ex- 
pired in ratlier a comatose state. 
Mrs. C. was in the room — ^JMina, 
T think, was also; cannot say 
how often or how long; took his 
disease on Sunday to be a mild 
attack of ehelera morbus; do not 
know tliat I received it from any- 
thing said by any of tlie famliy; 
do not recollect that lie was vom- 
iting. On Wednesday asked Mrs. 
C. respecting his disease; asked 
her what had been his former 
habits and diseases. She said he 
liad been subject to occasional at- 
tacks of vertigo; that he had 
once fallen down with Avliat were 
supposed to l)e ai>opleclic symp- 
toms; was not satisfied then us 
to the cause of his death, and am 
not yet. 

Cross^examhied, Have no I’e- 
collection of being th(*re Tues- 
day. Mr. C. said a beefsteak 
would do him more good than 
anything else; last time I pre- 
scribed stimulant applications, as 
he seemed to be sinking ra])idly; 
saw no want of tenderness on the 
part of Mrs. C.; she loft the 
room on Wednesday night at my 
request; I brought her and the 
children into the room as his dis- 
solution approached; there was 
nothing at that time in her con- 
duct unbecoming a wife. 

To the Court. Was very much 
at a loss to account for his death ; 
have no personal experience of 
poisoning by arsenic. If arsenic 
had been administered it would 
have accounted for some of the 
symptomse; am not prepared to 


say it w'ould not account for all ; 
do not say that natural causes 
ami natural disease might not 
produce the same symptoms. 
syni})toms can give any stronger 
evidence of poison than prob- 
ahilily. Mr. C. was a corpulent, 
short man — not robust. His 
syni|>toms were much those of 
Russian cholera or a. violent case 
of common cbulern. 

February 17, 

Dr, Allen Kniyhl, On Tues- 
day, 21st June, went to si?e jMr. 
Chapman; found Jiim very ill; 
a burning sensation in his stom- 
ach*; vomiting and purging. His 
extremities w(?re cold ns liigh as 
liis knees, his mouth dry, with 
thirst; ordere<l calomel in small 
doses, llie calomel was object- 
ed to by Mrs. C. and Mr. C. 
I returned next morning, and 
found Mr. C, worse, ]1(? was en- 
tirely deaf; also delirious; a 
symptom wliicli 1 did not ]>er- 
ceive before; ordered mustard 
plasters to his feet and hands. 
He got W’orse from that; time un- 
til he di<*d; found Mrs. Chapman 
ill the room; never saw a case 
exactly lijve his before death; the 
skin was colored in ditTerent 
]uirls, under his eyes particular- 
ly, and under his ears. I saw no 
j»art of the body except llie face 
— ^it Avas dark. On Tuesday 
evening ho had no fever — ^liis 
pulse was small. Fever does not 
universally follow cliolera mor- 
bus; have seen cholera Avithout 
fever. Mrs. Cliapman did not at- 
tribute any cause for his disease 
in his presence; she objected to 
the calomel. 

Cross-examined, There was 
medicine sent for by my direc- 
tion on Wednesday — ^laudanum; 
I do not know what else; pre- 
pared the calomel; did not see it 
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given ; have no reason to say why 
they did not give it;’ cholera mor- 
bus was not frequent in our 
neighborhood; did not hear him 
complain of his head; did not ex- 
amine what he cast* uj) ; do not 
know that he was salivated ; ord- 
ered him five or six doses of cal- 
omel on my first visit. Ice and 
vinegar were applied to his head. 
He had complained very much of 
his head; do not believe he had 
a disease of the heart. Mrs. C. 
absented herself more on 
Wednesday than I thought right; 
do not remember her saying she 
had no servant; saw a colored 
woman there that evening. 
Wednesday evening Mrs. Chap- 
man asked me if it would not be 
proper to inform him how near 
he was to his end; cannot ac- 
count for his death ; do not know 
that medicine had any effect on 
him ; cannot account for the spots 
below his eyes. Mr. Chapman^s 
habit and make of body was of 
an apoplectic character; his 
symptoms were not apoplectic; 
apoplexy was not the cause of 
death. 

Benjamin Bouicher. Was 
called between the hours of nine 
and eleven the night Mr. C. died. 
Wlien I went in they were getting 
supper. Mrs. G. took a candle and 
lighted me up to where he lay. 
He seemed uneasy. Mr. Bishop 
was standing by his bed-side. I 
walked round, took him by the 
hand, and asked him how he 
felt; he gave my hand a squeeze, 
but did not speak. Mrs. G. said 
he was hard of hearing. I sat 
down with Mr. Bishop. Mr. 
Bishop got something off the 
mantel piece for him to drink; 
he took some of it. Mr. Bishop 
said it was gruel. Mr. G. at- 
tempted to vomit, but did not dis- 
cha^ anything. Dr. Phillips 


and Mrs. C. then came up, and 
Mr. Bishop went down. Mrs. G. 
said she was drowsy from wait- 
ing on him — ^and while she went 
for the mint bottle he got up and 
fell. Mrs. C. left the room, and 
returned in a short time with 
three or four glasses of lemon- 
ade; she gave one to Dr. Phil- 
lips and one to me, and Dr. Phil- 
lips said she should give the other 
to Mr. Chapman. She raised 
him up and he drank it, saying 
it was “fine.” The salver and 
tumbler were handed to me, and 
1 set them on the table. Mrs. C. 
said she was very tired, and 
would go and lie down. Dr. 
Knight came in before she went 
out. She said to me if she was 
wanted, to give her a call. That 
was a little before twelve oVlock. 
Dr. Phillips said he would lie 
down. Mr. Bishop lighted him 
to a room — he left orders for us 
to wake him. At two o^clock he 
was failing fast; called Mrs. G. 
and Mr. Bishop called the doc- 
tor. Mina was in the room 
where Chapman lay; he asked 
me if I would not lie down; 
lighted me up to his bed-room 
where I lay one hour or more. 
Mr. Bishop came up and said Mr. 
G. was dead. I went down, 
closed his eyes, and put a hand- 
kerchief around his jaws. They 
asked me to lay him out; went 
home and sent for David Gando ; 
he did not come. I then laid him 
out. Dr. Phillips, Mr. Bishop 
and Mina were in the room. Mina 
shaved him ; there was a bruise on 
right side; Dr. Phillips said ex- 
pected it was occasioned by a 
fall. There was another bruise 
on the knee, and one on the right 
shoulder. All these marks on the 
same side. His neck was a little ■ 
blue — ^there was a purple mark 
about the ears. His nails were 
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|>urpled before bis death. Prev- 
ious to his death, Mina took out 
his watch and said Mr. G.’s pulse 
beat 55 to a minute — after a 
while he said it beat 45; asked 
him how many beats tliere were 
in a regular pulse f He said he 
had studied medicine two years; 
said 1 did not think he would live 
to see sunrise. Mina said, ^^when 
I was sick, Mrs. C. did wait on 
me night and day, and pray for 
me.” He pretended to cry; but 
I saw no tears. He asked me to 
go down and take some drink; 
saw a change in Mr. C.’s face 
after death — it became dark. The 
body was very stiff one hour 
after death; was surprised at it. 
There was a discharge from the 
body of a dark green color. My 
duciffi had been in the habit of 
going to Mr. C.’s. They were 
there on the 2l8t June, between 
two and three; saw the ducks 
coming towards home; they 
seemed to be worried. They came 
in a row, one after the other; 
saw Mina standing by a bntton- 
vrood. Before the ducks came 
through into the road, one of 
them fell over dead. The rest 
came through the fence where 
the waste water emptied, and 
then two fell over. Soon a boy 
said that another was dead, and 
he thought they would all die; 
told him to bury them; between 
twenty and thirty died that day 
and the next. They were young 
ducks of two different broods; it 
was a dry day. Four of the 
ducks could not get through into 
Mr. C.’s yard; those did not die. 
My wife said that fish water 
would kill ducks; told her I 
thought they had been poisoned. 
They were all stiff; had chickens 
but none of them went into his 
vard; believe it is not a common 
ilmig for ducks to fall over and 


die; my house is 60 or 70 yards 
from Mr. Chapman’s; heard that 
Mr. C. had cholera morbus; Dr. 
Knight said he had symptoms of 
that disease; my wife sold a 
chicken to Mrs. C. during the 
illness. 

Mrs. Sarah Palethorpe. I 
staj^ed with Mrs. C. on the night 
of June 23d; the corpse — it was 
very offensive. I said, you and 
the children had better take 
leave of him tonight, he will not 
be fit tomorrow. She answered, 
she had seen him, she did not 
want to see him; asked her if I 
should take the children; think 
she said yes, but am not sure. I 
took the children. Next day I 
said there must be some person to 
walk with her from the carriage 
to the grave; asked her if she 
had a relative or a friend. She 
said, ‘‘why would not Don lino 
dof” I said no. She asked me 
why. I said he was a stranger, 
and under size. She then said, 
“could he not walk with Maryf” 
(her eldest daughter) ; said I saw 
no impropriety in that. We went 
to the funeral. Mr. Knight 
walked with her. I saw Lino on 
the day of fhe funeral; had the 
charge of the house tliat day. I 
asked for sugar, and was re- 
ferred to Lino — ^he had a bunch 
of keys — he gave me the sugar. 

Mrs. Sophia Tlitchhourn. 
Tailed at Mrs. T.’s after the 
funeral; asked her if Mr. T, did 
not die suddenly. She said he 
did; was sick only five days; 
died with the cholera morbus; 
said . she did not think that he 
thought he was so near his end, 
for the doctors gave him great 
encouragement; said he came in 
from the garden; saw he was 
hungry; told him there was some 
nice smearcase on the table, and 
he could go and take a saucer 
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full of that. He did so, and ate 
very heartily of it. They had 
supper directly, and some fat 
pork 'wliich he 'was fond of, and 
he ate heartily of. After supper 
he felt very unwell .at the stom- 
ach; thoug:ht he would like to 
take a spoonful or Iwo of spirits; 
he did so, and felt bettor. Near 
ten o'clock they then retired and 
both went to slee[); between 
twelve and one he told her he felt 
in ^rent distress, and wished 
some peppermint; slie fyot up to 
get him some, it had been mis- 
placed, and she did not find it. 
In the morning she sent for Dr. 
Phillips. He gave him some- 
thing that helped him a good 
deal. Next day he found him 
much better; said he might eat 
some chicken soup. She had a 
chicken killed and made some 
soup and gave him a bowl full, 
of which he ate very heartily and 
went to sleep. When he awoke 
he told his daughter Lucretia that 
he wanted some of the chicken. 
She took the plate that had the 
chicken on and sent it by her 
daughter Lu'*retia; told her to 
tell her Pa that he might eat as 
much as he wanted. When the 
plate was brought down, he had 
eaten all of the chicken except 
the neck. He was taken worse 
soon after that, and vomited un- 
til he expired. Saw Mrs. C. at 
her house about a week after 
Lino had left her to go to Bos- 
ton. She said nothing of him, 
except that he had left her -with- 
out paying for his instructions; 
expected he would remit the 
money from the north. Ten or 
twelve days after, in the even- 
ing, Mrs. C. came to my house 
after T had retired to bed. She 
apologized for calling so late — 
she understood that I wished to 
see her, and her son did not tell 


her of it until after eight o’clock. 
She asked if Mr. Mcllvaine and 
Mr. Beeside had called at my 
house that day. She asked me if 
I had seen anything in the pa- 
pers respecting the gentleman 
who had been with her learning 
the English language — the gov- 
ernor’s son, of Mexico. She was 
informed there was an advertise- 
ment of his being robbed of his 
pocketbook in Washington or 
Baltimore; told her I had not 
seen anything of it, but I had 
heard of it; asked me if I would 
lend her the news]>apers for a 
week or ten days j)ast. This was 
on the Thursday evening of the 
week preceding that on which 
Mrs. C. went away. On Monday 
morning of next -week, had a con- 
versation Avith her; asked me if I 
liad seen any account in the pa- 
l»er of Lino; told her he was ar- 
rested ill Boston on suspicion of 
ymisouing her husband. She 
says, is it possible! 1 had ncA’^er 
heard of itf; told her I was in- 
formed she was married to him in 
ten days after her husband’s 
death; asked her if she had any 
idea that Lino had poisoned her 
husband? she said she had not. 
She asked me if her name was in 
the paper; said she hoT»od not; 
told her I was surprised she 
could have done such an im- 
prudent act; told her they must 
be facts, or they would not dare 
to publish them. She then ac- 
knowledged she did marry him 
because he was very rich, and he 
had a great disposition to go 
traveling, and it was best for her 
and her children’s sake. 

Cross-examined, live within 
half a mile of the place; have 
been there on a visit, ten or 
twelve weeks; saw nothing im-, 
proper in her conduct. She told 
me that Mina was to pay her a 
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large sum of money for liis iii- 
Blructiou 

Mrs. Ann Smilh. Desiring to 
place my children in a boarding 
school, went to Mrs. C.’s with 
my eldest daiigliter to make ar- 
rangements, A passenger in- 
formed me on tlie way that JMr. 
C. had been buried the day be- 
fore ; went to Mrs. C.’s house and 
knocked; a lady with a black 
dress, and wliiie turban, witli a 
lilac border, came to tlie door; 
asked for Mrs. C. She said, “I 
am Mrs. Chapman, walk in.” 
One of her children said, '^Mam- 
ma, here is Don Lino coming 
with two ladies.” Slie turned 
and said, gentleman who^ is 
learning English, was kind 
enough to go to Pliiladelphia and 
get me lielp, for T am very bad 
off for sen’ants.” He came in 
(the same person w’ho is in the 
box), 4i‘essed in deep black. 
Wlien I got into the carriage, 
she obsen^ed, ‘‘tliat this is the 
carriage that was at my hus- 
band’s funeral yesterday.” Her 
manner was os if tliere were no 
trouble in the house, thoiigli she 
went to the parlor window and 
said the snn looked gloomy ; took 
my children there four or five 
weeks after; found Mrs. C. in 
the utmost grief ; was sitting 
with my husband in a room called 
the ball room, when Mrs. C. came 
in and asked me if T would send 
one of my children to a neighbor 
for a newspaper; said she had 
been troublesome for i^ar^ers and 
would be glad if I would send. 
Later Mrs. C. came to mv room 
and asked me if T would step 
into her chamber; found her sis- 
ter (Mrs. Green) lying in bed in 
tears. Mrs. C. then said, ‘‘Mrs. 
Smith, you appear to be a good- 
hearted woman, I am now going 


to place the same confidence in 
you that 1 would in my dear sis- 
ter.” T replied, “Mrs. Chn])man, 
1 hope 1 will not betray your 
confidence.” She said, “Mrs. 
Smith, this young man of whom 
you have heard me speak, who 
has been boarding wdlli me, I 
fear has turned out an imposter.” 
She had before told me the story 
of his coming to their house and 
going to Bonaf)arte’8 and to the 
consuls. TVIiile there the consul's 
sister said, “We are much 
obliged to you for your atten- 
tions to this yonng gentleman. 
He is a young gentleman of very 
large fortune in his own coun- 
try.” Mrs. C. then said to me, 
“Mrs. Smith, T can declare to yon 
upon holy writ, tliat if slie had 
not told me this young gentle- 
man was a gentleman of large 
fortune, T slioiihl not have been 
deceived; but she said so, and T 
believed it.” Said her husband 
gave him an order on Mr. Wal- 
kinson for a now suit of chdhes. 
He returned from T*hihHleli»hin, 
saying, tliat he understood his 
sister was dead, and tliat he 
wished a suit of black. Tn a day 
or two after he stated that his 
sister was not dead, and that he 
wislied a suit of brown elothes. 
Slie said he asked Mr. C. to 
write to liis father for him. Mr. 
C. said to him, “Lino, yon know 
T do not nnderst.'ind your lan- 
guage — if yon will write it, T 
will sign it.” After signing it 
lie said to him, “Lino, T have 
done for yon what I never did 
for anybody in the world. Tt 
shows the confidence T have 
7 ‘laced in yon, for T have signed 
what T do not understand.” She 
said she wrote a letter also. fThe 
letters were produced and read 
by Mr. Reed. 
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Andalusia, Bucks Co., Penn., May 16, 1831. 

Sir. — 1 ihave the pleasure of addressing you on a subject that will 
doubtless be veiy interesting to you. On the 9tb instant your son 
Lino Amalia Esposimina came to my house. He has a great desire 
to learn the English language, finding that traveling in the United 
States is attended witli considerable difficulty without a ready knowl- 
edge of that language. He writes to you by this conveyance, and 
will acquaint you with his circumstances. He will continue here 
until he hears from you, during which time it is his intention to 
exert himself in acquiring such an addition to his English education 
as the time may admit of. 

Herewith you will receive one of* my publications, which will 
make known to you the profession in which I have been successfuUy 
engaged during the last fourteen years; should your station in life 
allow of your giving publicity to the cures that have been effected 
by me and my lady, great encouragement will be afforded to the un- 
fortunate objects laboring under such a calamity as stuttering, stam- 
mering, or any kind of impediment of speech in your section of 
country. Since the time that I was so fortunate as to effect a 
cure on myself, I have had four hundred and eleven pupils of both 
sexes, and all ages and conditions in life; of that number, several 
have come to me from Europe, the West Indies, and great distances 
in the United States. 

With the greatest respect, I am, Sir, your most obdt. servant, 

William Chapman. 

To his Excellency tlie Governor of the Provice of California. 

The care of William Taylor, Esq. American (^onsnl, Vera ("ruz. 


Andalusia, Bucks Co., Peuii., May IG, 18.31. 

Dear Madam. — Though I have not the pleasure of being personally 
acquainted with you, yet as kind Prjvidrnce has directed your son 
to my house, (which I wish may be his home, till he receives intelli- 
gence from his fond parents), I am happy to inform you that it will 
be ilie pleasure of my husband and myself to treat your son as our 
own child, while he remains in our house, and I sincerely hope lie 
will not soon leave us, as myself and family are already much at- 
tached to him. Though he speaks the English language but imper- 
fectly, yet he is very intollij^nt, and has given us interesting accounts 
of his family in the English language. His manners are so mild 
and engaging, that he wuiis the affections of every one in our house, 
even our youn^st child (a little boy three years old) is delighted 
to remain by him while taking our meals at the table. He has com- 
menced studying the Englisli language under my direction; and I 
shall be well pleased if his improvement should be such as to induce 
him to encourage others from California and Mexico to patronize 
me by sending their daughters to be educated by me in English. 
Your son talks of spending three years in my house, which I hope 
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he will do; and if he does, yon may rest assured, Madam, that par- 
ental attentions shall be extended to him by myself and husband. 
With much respect to your husband and family, 1 subscribe myself, 
dear Madam, your sincere friend. 

Lucretia Chapman. 

Care Mr. William Taylor, American Consul, Vera Ouz. 


Mrs, Smith. She said her hus- 
band had eaten a very hearty 
dinner of pork; that he became 
extremely sick, took some brandy, 
which he said made him feel 
much better, and went to bed. In 
the night he awoke her saying he 
was ill, and asked for pepper- 
mint; ^e got up and gave it to 
him, and he became deadly sick 
at the stomach; next day they 
sent for Dr. Phillips who ordered 
him chicken broth; after taking 
this for a day or two he got 
much better; then said he eat 
some of the chicken without the 
broth. She dressed the fowl her- 
self and sent it up by her 
daughter. Wlien her daughter 
returned slie found he had eaten 
nearly all; she went up stairs 
and said, '^Mr. Chapman, how 
imprudent to eat so much !” His 
reply was, he had lived so long 
on chicken brotli and the chicken 
tasted so palatable he could not 
help it. He was then taken ver>' 
ill, and shortly after died. She 
stated that after the death of 
Mr. C. this man (Mina) became 
very attentive to the family; a 
few days after Mr. C.^s death he 
came to her and said, *‘Lino has 
one heart — Lino never forgets a 
favor — if you will marry me T 
will take you to Mexico, and ray 
mother will never forget what 
you have done — she has gold 
mines there, and you shall share 
a part of them.” She was sur- 
prised and said, "Lino, would it 
not be more proper for you to 
marry my daughter Maryt” He 


said, "No, it is you, Mrs. Chap- 
man, that 1 wish to possess — ^it 
was you that took me in your 
door, not knowing who 1 was,” 
or something to that amount. She 
mentioned to him the impropri- 
ety of marrying so shortly after 
her husband’s death. He said it 
would be thought nothing of in 
Mexico — he did not wish that it 
should be known here; but it 
would be impossible for them to 
travel unless they were married. 
He said they \vould go to New 
York and get married; he would 
return to her house and take 
i*are of her family and she could 
go on ami bring her sister, Mrs. 
Oreen, wiio would take posses- 
sion of the property w^hile she 
was gone, and also take care of 
tlie school. They were accord- 
ingly married and she went on 
for tier sister. During her ab- 
sence two gentlemen whom Mina 
styled the Minister and one of 
his Secretaries, came to the 
house; he asked her to go to the 
store and get some refreshments; 
while she was gone Mina took a 
trunk of Mr. C.’s, filled it full of 
hooks and gave it to those gentle- 
men. The children told her that 
their papa’s trunk was gone. 
Mina said he had given them a 
few books as a memento of Mr. 
C., and that the trunk would be 
returned again. She told him her 
silver spoons were gone also. He 
said a black woman had taken 
them and that he followed her to 
Philadelphia a few days after 
and accused the woman of it — 
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she was much confused, acknowl- 
edged it, and paid him for them 
in part, promising to pay the 
rest. I said, ‘‘Mrs. Chapman, I 
should not be surprised if this 
fellow had poisoned your hus- 
band.” She gave a sigh and 
said, “Do you think so, my dear 
— those gentlemen intimated the 
same thing.” I asked what gen- 
tlemen. She said, Mr. Mellvaine. 
Mr. Blayney and Mr. Reeside. I 
said I was much shocked to hear 
it. Her reply was that “hearsay 
was no witness.” 

A few days after, one of my 
children remarked that she 
thought Mrs. C. was going away, 
she was getting her riding dress 
brushed up. Mrs. C. was sit- 
ting, sewing, in her chamber, pre- 
paring to go; she observed to me 
that she was going a little way to 
sell some books; she was badly 
off for money, and slie was go- 
ing to take her daughter Mary 
with lier, in order to save her 
feelings. My reply was, “Mrs. 
Chapman, don’t you think you 
are wrong to go at this time, it 
looks like running off.” She 
seemed hurt and said, “No, 
ma’am, my object is to sell some 
books and get money.” Believe 
she went away that morning. 

Mrs. C. told me that Mina once 
asked her for her watch. She 
told him he liad Mr. C.’s already. 
He said he wished to have her 
watcli as a memento of regard. 
He then took a chain and pre- 
sented it to her, saying, “this is 
a chain that a friend of mine 
gave me. I pjve it to you in re- 
turn for the watch — ^when T come 
back you shall have it.” He went 
away, taking all the money in 
the house, even to a little that her 
sister had. 8he first wore the 
chain round her neck, but it irri- 
tated her skin very much. She 


went up stairs and found on the 
mantel a bill for himself and two 
females. Got alarmed and 
went to Philadelphia and discov- 
ered the chain was nothing but 
brass. In the midst of her talk 
with Mrs. Green he came in. She 
said, “Lino, leave me.” He re- 
plied, “What is the matter? if an 
angel from Heaven had come and 
told me a wife of mine would be- 
have so, I would not have be- 
lieved it.” She said, “Lino, the 
chain you gave me is not gold.” 
He replied, “If your affections 
are so slender as a chain, I can 
explain that to yon. When I 
gave you the chain 1 told you a 
friend had given it me — that 
friend might have deceived me, 
or might have been deceived him- 
self.” As to the note from the 
City Hotel for the two females, 
he stated that whilst he was in 
Philadelphia a shower of rain 
came on and he ran under the 
arcade for protection. While he 
was there, two ladies of distinc- 
tion came and asked him if he had 
an umbrella; he said no, he was 
under there for protection him- 
self; he remained there a little 
while wi<h them and then took 
them to the City Hotel; which 
accounted for the hill. She said, 
“Lino, ray sister is not at all sat- 
isfied with this conduct.” Said he, 
“We had better be separated, 
then — I find I have more wives 
than one to please.” Mrs. C. re- 
plied, the sooner the better. He 
then said, “Remember, Mrs. 
Chapman, before we go, I must 
tell you something.” She asked 
what it was. He said, “I cannot 
tell you in the presence of your 
sister. If you will come in the 
other room I will tell you.” She 
went into the room with him and- 
returned to her sister saying, 
“Sister, Lino is not an impostor. 
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he is a clever fellow.” I asked 
Mrs. Chapman ivkat it was that 
he told her; she said, ‘*\Vell, 
ma’am, that’s of no consequence, 
it was something between our- 
selves.” 

Cross-examined. She said she 
went to the consul with Lino and 


her little son William. The con- 
sul asked them all to dine, but 
she declined and \vent to Mrs. 
Lebrun’s and dined there; re- 
turned and found Lino drinking 
winej she took him home in the 
carriage with her. 


The following letters were read by Mr. Ross: 

Albany, July 5, 1831. 

My Dear Lena, 

Very pleasant are the sensations which vibrate through my soul 
when thus addressing you (“My dear Leno”) for the first time to 
call you mine! and till death shall separate us! how pleasing, how 
delightful! and you, dearest Leno, so young, so fond, so noble, and 
so truly grateful to your Lucretia ! my soul would gladly dwell upon 
you till the time for writing would pass away. 

The stage is to be ready to leave here at half ])ast ten this evening, 
so I have but half an hour to say all 1 wish to my dearest dear, ns it 
was nearly ten o’clock when the boat arrived at Albany, and the (’’np- 
tain was kind enough to walk with me to the ( nlumluan Hotel, a. fine 
establishment, kept by Jessup and Haywood; and 1 ■would rest my- 
self here for tlie niglit. but 1 recollect your particular mpiest to re- 
turn as quick as ]>ossible, which I cheerfully eomidy with, and for 
this reason have recjiiested to leave here tonight, or else I should not 
be with my sister tomorrow; 1 shall make a short slay with her; but 
will write to you again while with her. 

I felt very loiiesoirie on board the boat after you left me, though I 
was surrounded by hundreds. The stage lias come, and 1 must Ind 
you good bye, though very unwillingly. Kiss all my dear chil<lren 
for me. 

T remain yours truly, and for the first time have the ]deasure of 
subscribing myself 

Lucretia Ksposimina. 

Leno Amalio Esposimena, Esq., Andalusia, Rucks (V)., l*enn. 

Syracuse, July 7, 1831 — Thursday. 

I have this moment left the stage, and before T even take a scat, I 
hasten to procure pen and ink to inform iny dearly beloved husband 
and children of the progress of my journey. I am less fatigued than 
I should have thought it j»ossible; for after writing you a very hurried 
letter from Albany, I took my seat at 11 o’clock in the evening, in thj 
mail stage, expecting to liave reached here last evening; hut at ten 
o’clock last evening, found T had fiO miles more to ride; and I very 
well know that if my dear Leno had been with me he Avould not have 
permitted his Lucretia to have rode a se<?ond night, all night, with- 
out resting on her bed. I have not lain down one minute, either night 
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or day, since I took leave of yon in New York^ nor have I taken but 
one meal a day; on board the boat (Tuesday) I breakfast^, yester- 
day I dined; and today 1 have breakfast; the bell is now ringing for 
dinner, and I am politely invited into the dining room; but 1 refuse 
to dine, or even call upon my sister till I have taken the pleasure of 
writing a brief letter to my fond, to my very dear companion for 
life. I am at Comstock’s extensive hotel, Syracuse, where the mail 
stage changes horses, and proceeds on its way to Buffalo. The stages 
from Albany to this place have not been crowded; but yesterday was 
a very rainy day and very bad traveling for the poor horses ; and we 
had dull, sleepy drivers, too much so for mail drivers. I have noth- 
ing more to tell you till 1 have seen my sister, except have just 
taken a fine glass of lemonade and a few crackers, which will serve as 
refreshment till I see my sister, and then I will write a little more to 
my dearest L. A. E. 

Clay, July 8th, Friday, 11 o’clock in the morning. — I am now, dear 
Leno, at my kind sister’s, whom I so dearly love, at a place called 
Clay, herself, husband, and children are in good health, and rejoice 
very much to see me. Yesterday after I left the Hotel at S 3 nracuse, 
1 called immediately on General Mann who with his lady urged me 
very much to spend the night with them; informing me at the same 
time that my sister Mrs. Green had moved from Syracuse, 10 or 15 
miles into the country. I was sorry to receive this intelligence, but 
told Mrs. Mann that I should not sleep that night till I had seen my 
siser; she than (then) directed me to Mr. Sharp’s, who married my 
sister’s oldest daughter, and she with one of her brothers immediately 
procured a horse and carriage and drove with me to my sister’s, arriv- 
ing there at about 10 o’clock in the evening, finding sister and her hus- 
band in bed ; after I knocked some time at the door Mr. Green arose 
and opened the door, I pretended to be a poor stranger, and begging 
for the privilege of a bed for myself and children, he went and asked 
his wife if she could accommodate ns, but she not being very well, 
said she thought she could not let us stay, so her husband 'told me that 
there was a tavern not more than a mile from his house, and we had 
better go to it ; but I told him if he would but light a candle and give 
me a little refreshment he would very much oblige poor travelers, 
and at the same time informed him and his wife (for I had taken the 
liberty of walking into the house and had found the bedside of my 
sister, though all this time no light was lit up) I inform’d them that 
I had not rested on a bed for two nights, and was too much fatigued 
to go further, after about one-half hour’s begging my sister arose and 
her husband lit a light, which very soon inform’d them who I was; 
after affectionately embracing my sister and taking a good supper, 
Mr. Gh^n and their children retired to bed, but sister and I did not 
go; we sat and talked all night; you, my dearest Leno, was our prin- 
cipal subject; and before sunrise we had nearly said all we were 
wishing, and now sister is preparing to leave here with me on Mon- 
day morning next, and according to our calculation we shall be in 
New York on Wednesday morning next, and so shall be at Captaifi 
M’Elroy’s landing on Wednesday, at about four o’clock in the after- 
noon. My dear sister and family join with me in sending you 
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our dear children all the love my letter will hold, so be careful, my 
dear, and do not spill and so lose our precious love. I have been par- 
ticular to t^ll sister all you requested me, and (defaced) going to 
Syracuse this afternoon with her son and daughter, that this letter 
may be put into the post offlce thersi as that is the nearest otfice to 
my sister’s house. Tomorrow she will go with me to take leave of her 
daughter Lucretia, who is married and last Monday had a little baby. 
Sister sais I must make haste and finish my letter to send to my 
“pretty little husband.” My dear, I hope you will not let our chii- 
dren see the nonsense I have written. My very kind nephew is now 
waiting with his horse gear’d and snapping his whip as you do some- 
times, when a little tired with waiting, so good bye, dear Leuo, good 
bye. It seems a long time to wait till next Wednesday, before I meet 
the fond embrace of him who is so dear to me, as is my young Gen- 
eral Esposimina. Once more, my dear, adieu, sais your devoted 

Lucretia E8}K>Bimina. 

Leno A. Esposimina, Esq., Andalusia, Bucks (^o., Penn. 


Philadelphia, July 18, 1831. 

My Beloved Wife, — The moment I arrived I whent to the house of 
Colonel Cuesta, there I found a letter which he. had received the night 
before sent by my friend Casanove through one of his friends that 
came on here, by llie said letter I am very sorry to inform you of the 
Deacease of my friend on Saturday about one o’clock — in that letter 
which was written on his Death Bed he informs me that he lias left 
the money which I wrote to him about in the hands of his partner 
and at my orders, lie has also left his will and the most particular 
part of his affaires to my charges. 

In Consequence of this unforeseen accident, I am obliged to send 
our dear little Lucretia Home again, and it is very painfull to me to 
be obliged to send her back again, as I had i)rided myself on having 
the pleasure of presenting lier to my friend but God has willed it 
otherwise, I have also taken into considation (consideration) that, I 
will perhaps have to make a longer stay at Baltimore tlian I expect 
not knowing any person in that place that could take such care of her 
as her mothier I dermined (determined) to send her liome again. 

My Dear wife Consider my Situation since my arrival in this C-ity 
the first news I get is the Death of my friend then I am obliged to be 
separated from you. This separation 1 much fear if the Lord does 
not aid me in my misfortunes that it will lead me to the grave. 

But- 1 pray that he will sustain in all my trouhles and allow me to 
Return into those kind and endearing loving arras of thine. Oh! my 
Dear wife how is it possible that Lino could stinrive the loss of one 
so loving and so dear to his bosom should he meet with the misfortune 
of losing you. 

Never I can I forget during this life the Repeated Kindness and 
favors wich I have Received at your hands as a Beloved wife. 

I whould first see the; sun stop its Carrier through this wide world 
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and be plunged in the most green or blackest gulphs that demons 
could invent, than have it said that I should Repay you with ingrati- 
tude. 

Oh! angel of my life my return to your embraces witl give you 
proofs of my fondness for you. Embrace our dear sister for me and 
those Innocent Lillie Creatures whom I believe love me Dearly. My 
Dear I have not been able to send up the Mexican Ministers servant 
as he has been sent by his master to Baltimore with a letter or hear- 
ing the Deatli of my friend Casanova, which has Deprived me of the 
pleasure of sending you up all that you wanted, but on his Return as 
I will see him in Baltimore he will go up Immediately I have not sold 
the Dearborne and Horse yet but I have left them in Care of a friend 
until my Return without incurring any expenses whatever. 

I hojie you and all the family will enjoy good health I Remain your 
invariable and constant faithful Beloved Husband 

Lino Amalio Esposimina. 

By the Secretary’s aid of His Excellence Torrel minister to the gov- 
ernment of Mexico.^® 


Andalusia, July 20, 3831. 

More than an hour has passed away since I retired to my writing 
desk, in that part of my now solitary parlour, where I have passed 
so many happy hours with my kind, iny sincerely beloved Lino: I 
have been poring over your truly affectionate letter of the 18th inst. 
the tears of sympathy have copiously flowed from ray eyes; yes, my 
dear husband, most sincerely do I particii)ate with you in all your 
troubles: and am ready to exclaim with the poet, 

‘‘How unsubstantial is this earthly state! 

How fickle every sublimar>’^ joy : 

One hour exulting midst the flowei’s we rove: 

The next desponding tread on prickly tliorns.” 

Oh! cruel fate! thus to have deprived m,v dear of the pleasure of 
embracing his friend before his dissolution. Dear Lino! what a 
series of misfortunes and disappointments await you! Your Lncre- 
tia seems almost to fear they will never cease, but with your existence. 
God forbid that it should be so. But wliat cares you are now in- 
volved in ! and yet so young! the resfjonsibility of a husband! and tlie 
duties of a father to ]ierform ! You inform me that your friend has 
left his will and the most particular part of his affairs to your charge, 
which I hope will not detain you a very long time from your Luere- 
tia, and tlie “Innocent little creatures wiiom T do sincerely believe love 
you dearly.” Our little daughter Lucretia bore the disappointment 

None of the letters from Mina to Mrs. Chapman, excepting the 
sipiatures, were in his hand writing. It is only on the Spanish docu- 
ments that his autograph appears. 



LUCRETIA CHAPMAN 


137 


of not going: with you better than I should have thought; she was 
full of expressions of sympathy and pity for you on account of your 
losing your friend. Our dear little John comes to me and 1 tell him 
to give me a kiss to send to you which he does very readily; at the 
same time he asks me to give iiim one for you likewise. 

The children are all in good health, and very often speak of you. 
Sister Green very much admired your very interesting, tiio’ melan- 
choly letter, whieli 1 took the liberty of reading to her and our daugh- 
ter Mary; they both unite Avith me in love to you. Dear, sweet little 
Abby Anne kisses me very fondly for you, and that too many times 
in the day, she loves you very much, ilio’ slie is very modest and 
bashful in acknowledging it in your ]>resenee. Slie has this moment 
sealed twenty-seven kisses uj)on my li}»s, and wishes me to send them 
to you, but sais to me, doiit tell any body. It is now evening and 
William and Fran(cis) have been to the post oilice, but no letter 
from you ; which gives me much uneasiness, fearing my dearest Lino 
is ill, and not able to AA^rite; if I reeeiA-e no letter tomorroAV, 1 shall be 
driA-en to despair. If I had money by me, 1 should be almost tempted 
to folloAv you to Baltimore inmiediately, atva*^ aa’cII knowing the deli- 
cate state of liealth you are in, and hoAV inadequate you arc to bear 
grief or trouble at this present time. 

Oh! my dear husband, how anxiously do I desire that you may en- 
joy health, and be able to accomplish the business, which is entrusted 
to you, very quick. I am almost torapted to use your own familiar <*x- 
pression, and say, ^^make haste, make haste,” my fond (\)nij)anion, 
and return to your more fond Liicrctia A\dio is A^ry lonesome and 
melancholly at heart Aviiliout her most dearly beloved Inisband at 
home; indeed the Avhole house is dull witliout you; the doors them- 
selves, seem to move on their hinges with iiielancholly ; and even Mary 
tf. has been seen by me to cry several limes since you are nAvay. T told 
her yesterday morning that I should write and tell you that she Avaa 
ciydng because that John (her bedoved) had left her, this made her 
laugh through her tears, because I spoke of you; we all sincerely 
mourn your absence. 

Mary II. has promised to arise with me tomorrow morning at about 
3 o'clock to giA'e this letter to the mail-stage-d river, that you may re- 
ceive it the next day: And oh! my dear, do Avrite very often as you 
promised you would, as T shall be very iin]>atient. 

My heart is most sincerely and affectionately devoted to you, my 
beloved Husband. Adieu. 

'‘Thy name shall be to memory dear. 

While SAveet affection claims u dwelling here.” 


Again, I have the honour and jdeasure of attaching my first name 
to that of your last name. 

Lucretia Esposimina. 


Those stars represent Abby Ann% kisses. 
Adjnt. lino A. Esposimina, Baltimore. 
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Balt— July 19, 1831. 

My Dear Lucrecia 

1 embarked on board of the steamboat this morning from^ Philada. 
for Baltimore where I arrived in safety. In the deepest affliction for 
the loss of my friend and feeling most sensibly our separation 1 hope 
the Supreme Being will soon restore me to your society. My inten- 
tion is to proceed \o the country tomorrow afternoon, to arrange the 
affairs of my friend and on Saturday morning at 4 o’clock I shall 
be with you at home, for my melancholy will not allow me to bear 
the pain of your absence longer, and I have come to the determina- 
tion of never absenting myself from you any more as I find your 
presence so necessary to my happiness, that to be without you, even 
for a short period is insupportable to me. Besides I am tired ^ of 
Baltimore already, and am not all pleased with the city, having 
traated myself for the present in a boarding house which I utterly 
dislike. Tomorrow I am to receive the money which my friend has 
left for me, amounting to about 45,000$ 

Embrace your sister and our chil^n for me, and kiss them for me 
— ^and believe me to be your constant and ever-loving Husband 

lino Amalio Esposimina. 

Mrs. Lucrecia Chapman. 


Baltimore — 

(Translation) 

My Beloved Lucretia 

Immediately upon my arrival in Baltimore I proceeded to transact 
the business of ray journey. T presented to the authorities the let- 
ters which I had and also the Testament of my friend ; I was so un- 
fortunate as to find that 1 could not, consistently with the law be 
allowed to take possession of the profierty. In consequence of this 
1 immediately set out for Washington to present myself to his excel- 
lency the President for the puiqiose of asking assistance at his hands, 
and I am haf)py to say that he has given me hopes of obtaining pos- 
session of my friend’s goods. But I find it necessary to delay here 
some time, for my health is bad ; Nevertheless, my dearest Lucretia, 
believe me that I shall fly with the utmost celerity to fold you in my 
arms, and to manifest to you the depths of distress into ’which I have 
been thrown by absence from you. Think not that I have forgotten 
you because I have delayed for some moments, to write to you. Think 
not that it was the result of any diminution of affection, no, the rea- 
son was that I could not meet with a translator. But my dearest 
Lucretia, I am sure that you know my sentiments & that your kind 
he^ will sugj^st an excuse for apparent neglect, & that you will 
believe that it is my desire to remedy it. 

When I left Baltimore I really thought that I should lose my 
senses. My soul poured forth showers of tears. I looked upon the 
sky that stretched itself over Pennsylvania, ft I re-echoed in my heart 
the sweet name of Lucretia Esnosimina. l%e green fields, the verdant 
forests, the sweetly singing birds, every thing softened my heart to 
thoughts of love ft I shed tears in torrents. Dear Lucrecia, there is 
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neither day nor night of pleasure for me ^hen away from you. I 
neither eat, drink, or sleep. All is melancholy in my soul. 1 fear 
that I shall be hurried to the grave ere 1 see you & fold you in one 
long embrace. . 

But no, no, dear Lucretia, I can never forget my beloved children. 
John remembers much of me you say in your last letter. Kiss the 
sweet Abiaiia in secret, that none may see you. From all you sny in 
your letter of the 20th July 1 have shed many tears — but I live in the 
hope of speedily being made happy by your affectionate embraces. 
Embrace my eliildreii for me with all the tenderness of a devoted 
father — f?nve much love to our dear sister Mrs. Green. Embrace lier 
for me with much affection. 

All the family of Col. Cuesta have been offended with me because 
they have discovered our secret by means of the New York Gazette 
or the Consul of Virginia. But with you for my ))ortion 1 defy the 
hatred of the world — for none has done for me what you have. I am 
noble — I cannot so far forget my nobility as to be ungrateful to you. 
I know the torments which you feel for my absence, dearest Lucre- 
tia, but 1 know also that for me there is not one spark of happiness 
ivhen from yon. Yet I liope soon to set at rest the misery and imiui- 
etude of your breast. My children I never for a moment forget. I 
have for each of them a rare present. Give to Abian in secret eight 
thousand three hundred kisses — to little John & the rest an equal ])or- 
tion & for you — receive the heart of your most faithful and invariable 
friend, husband and brother and devoted slave. 

(No signature.) 

The translator of the above cannot close his duties without express- 
ing the hope of one day beholding a lady capable of inspiring siicli 
ardent affection as that betrayed by the forgeoing letter — indeed he 
almost regrets liaving undertaken so dangerous a task, he fears that 
he has already received by contagion the ]>assion exjiressed by the 
writer of this letter. He mentions this in hopes tliat the lady will 
find in it an excuse for the tremulous motion of his hand in -writing 
the translation. He is the lady’s slave. 


Para la Senorita 
Lucretia Esposimina. 

Washington, July 25, 1851. 

Mrs. Lucretia Chapman, Bucks Co., Penn. 


City of Wasliington 26th of July, 1831. 
(Translation) 

My Dear Lucretia 

It is impossible to resist the burning volcano which is enkindled in 
my breast, which encreases with my miserable absence from you. The 
profound grief of my soul finds a vent in the silence of the night, in 
the most heartrending cries, at each moment invoking the cherished 
name of Lucretia. Oh! cruel absence, that thus rends asunder two 
hearts united in Ae sacred ties of conjugal and fraternal affection* 
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Oh! my Lucrelia I knew not half the love with which my heart 
yearns toward you, until this absence. I have now been satisfied by 
cruel experience that it is impossible to live disunited with you. My 
imagination continually finds itself fixed upon you. There is not a 
moment of rest for me. And more, when I remember the devoted 
affection of your ^heart I scarcely survive. 

I have indeed now, double cause of love for you, since you have 
neither father nor mother, nor sister nor brother, nor husband ex- 
cept me, in this land of strangers. As often as 1 remember your 
caresses ray heart is afflicted. The sun is darkened my eyes. My 
blood is frozen with the most withering ice, and my eyes pour forth 
at every moment the most soul shed tears. Oh ! my dear Lucretia ! 
my loved comTinnion, how shall I possibly exist, if I do not speedily 
enfold you in my arms. Trust me I shall soon be^ reunited to you, 
if heaven should permit me to recover from some little indisposition 
which I have at present from the waters 1 drank here. The lady 
of the house has been kind to me in alleviating my illness. At present 
I cannot continue my journey; but as soon as I can possibly move 
off, I shall hasten to throw myself at the feet of my beloved consort. 

Oh 1 my angel, T can never shut out from my heart our dear chil- 
dren — the thoughts of them continually causes me to be dissolved 
in tears. Kiss them and embrace them over and over for me. As 
to our affectionate sister Mrs. Green, give the kindest proofs of my 
affection in your power, and do you confide in the invariable heart 
of your devoted friend, brother, husband and companion {ad libitum 
— the translator could not here follow the epithets of the Senor). 

Lino Amalio Esposimina. 

P. S. My dear Lucretia, I recollected after T had closed my other 
letter (as also the translation of — several words are here erased) 
that I had neglected to subscribe my name. 

Mrs. Lucresa Chapman, Bucks County, Pa. 

Washington, July 27th, 1831. 

(Translation) 

My Dear Lucretia, 

My increased affection makes me again take my pen, to inform 
you of my situation. Oh! cruel fortune! Who would believe my 
dear Lucretia, that one possessed of so much riches, should find him- 
self surrounded by such miserable poverty? My misfortunes have 
no end, my disappointments at every step, persecute me. Surround- 
ed by distress, by pain, by poverty, and by melancholy, what is to 
become of me, by dear Lucretia? I will bury myself in a profound 
silence, which will be suited to my unhappy soul. Oh! what mis- 
fortunes, so irremediable, what absence, so rigorous, from a beloved 
father, from cherished wife and a fond sister! The martyrdom of 
Toledo was nothing when compared to mine! How shall I find con- 
solation to sustain my life, dearest Lucretia? Picture to thyself, 
my love, thy companion in a strange city, without money and with- 
out friends! But all will be happiness for me, if I can again press 
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you to my heart. Oh ! my Lucretia, the groans of my heart are re- 
echoed in the neighbouring fields and mountains of the city ! And 
the only consolation which I meet with here is that which is minis- 
tered to me by a young gentleman of this city (of nineteen years) 

and his amiable mother, Mrs. — . Consider my angel, that I 

am more than crazy ! Without having the means of rejoining you in 
the State of Pennsylvania to fold you again in my arms. I shall, 
however, most speedily, when I am enabled to do so, return to your 
embraces. Oh! my dear Lncretia! my pain is insupportable — my 
grief is fast hurrying me to the grave, and my eyes continually shed 
tears, when I consider that thou art the only companion I have in 
this strange land. But as soon as Heaven permits me, I will hasten 
to your tender caresses. 

Embrace our dear sister Mrs. Green ! and those innocent children 
of oiirs, and receive the heart of thy brother, thy husband, thy 
friend and thy invariable, who longs to see thee. 

Lino Amalio Esposymina. 
Mrs. Lucretia Chapman, Bucks (k)., Penn. 

Washington City, July 28th, 1831. 

(Translation) 

My Beloved Lucretia, 

There is no consolation for a miserable unfortunate like myself, 
but to communicate his distresses to his amiable companion. It seems 
to me, dear Lucretia, that Heaven could not prepare for me greater 
miseries than have already befallen me. Now 1 have no more con- 
solation than to hurry myself to your society, as a remedy for all 
evil. Think not that thy beloved companion forgets thee for a 
single moment. No — at every instant I feel you in my heart — as 
often as I remember you I bathe myself in floods of tears. I am 
dying of grief — the very warbling of the birds, is to me a sound of 
lament — the sun afflicts me with his rays — ^the moon herself and all 
the bright stars present to me no other idea tlian that^ of my dearest 
Lucretia. But now, my beloved, what most torments is the worst of 
evils — ^not having received a letter from you for so many days. How 
hast thou forgotten thy once beloved companion!^ You have added 
fresh torment by your neglect to write to me — ^if you do this to 
murder me, I suffer for you and I suffer willingly all the misery you 
can heap upon me. My dearest Lucretia, y^terday at eight o’clock 
of the evening, I walked the third time to visit the President of the 
United States, in company with a Duke of England — promised 
speedily to present to him, my beloved Lucretia, he has expressed 

great desire to see you. Mrs. , a friend of mine here, as also 

her son, are very anxious to become acquainted with you. 

Remember me affectionately to all our beloved family, and receive 
the heart of thy devoted companion who desires to see thee again. 

Lino Amalio EspoB 3 maina. 

Endorsed, To Mrs. Lucretia Chapman, Btickus Co., Penn. 
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Andalusia, July 31st, 1831. 

Sunday afternoon. 

Lino. — Your letters of the 19th and 28th inst. are both now before 
me, both of which, together with yours of the 18th, have been care- 
fully perused and reperused by me this day. Your letter of the 19th 
written at Baltimore on Tuesday evening was not received by me 
until Friday following; when my anxiety was so great for you, fear- 
ing you were sick, that I arose, and though 1 was without a cent of 
money in my house (in consequence of having bestowed my all on 
you), at 3 o’clock in the morning, and took a seat in the mail coach, 
with an intention of following you to Baltimore, if 1 did not find a 
letter from you in the City; but what was my astonishment. Lino, 
when 1 called at the house of your Consul and was told that you had 
not been there for a long time, that they had heard nothing of your 
friend’s death, and that your Consul with his sisters had gone to the 
falls of Niagara, instead of being at New Orleans, as you had in- 
formed me your Consul and Minister both were; 1 then made inquiry 
at the United States Hotel, and at Mr. Le Brim’s, and then I called 
on Mr. Watkinson, who told me that your Consul had informed him 
that he believed you to be an imposter! I was thunderstruck at this 
information'; and told Mr. Watkinson that 1 could not believe you 
were capable of so much ingratitude, as net to return to reward me, 
who had ever been a sincere Mend to you ; the truth of this assertion I 
believe you cannot doubt ; when you reflect but for a moment that when 
you were destitute, 1 took pity on you, and gave you a home, fed you, 
clothed you, and nursed you when you were sick, etc., etc. If I have 
been sincere why has Lino been induced to practice so mucli dece]>- 
tion on LucretiaY Why not keep your ai>pointment and return to 
me the same week you left, on Saturday at 4 o’clock, as you prom- 
ised? But too well you knew your own guilt! You never intended 
to return to me. 1 thank you. Lino, and 1 thank my Ood, for Iiaving 
returned my dear innocent child Lucretia to me in safety; for as 
you have been permitted to practice so extensive a robbery on me, 
I feel thankful that my children are spared to me; and perhaps 
may yet prove a blessing to me; though you. Lino, are the cause of 
my enduring much misery at this present time; yes, my heart is 
pained with the crimes you have committed; think, Lino (and if 
your heart is not of adamant), 1 believe if you reflect but for a 
moment on the cruelties you have practiced on me and on my dear 
daughter Mary, your heart will bleed with mine! I have now no 
husband to aid me in supplying the wants of my dear iipiocents. 
Ah! Ldno! do not extend your cruellies so far as to deprive me of 
everything whieh might be sold to aid in supplying my dear children 
with food and clothing! Tell me in your next letter where I may 
find my horse and Dearboim, if you reallv have not sold them, but 
*%ave left with a friend till you return;” as you informed me in 
your first letter; but if you have sold my horse and carriage, gold 
and silver watches, breast pins, finger rings, medals, musical box, 
silver bells with whistle and cake basket, etc., etc., and do not in- 
tend to send me any money as you promised to do, to relieve my dis- 
tress, or need of money, I say, if yon do not intend I shall ever pos- 
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sesB any of the property you have deprived me of, than (llieii) 1 
must tell you that 1 wish you would never write to me again, and do 
not request others 'with whom you correspond, to direct their letters 
to you here, and to my care, as you will find 1 have forwarded one to 
you by enclosing it in this- of mine. Bui as you have forsaken me, 
do not torment me by sending any more of your letters, filled as 
they are with fair words and pretended affection. By this time I 
suppose my rings decorate the fingers of one, wliom, ]>erliai>s you 
do love sincerely ; and the worst wish that Liicretia sends after you, 
is, that you may be happy. You say in your last letter that “as 
often as you remember me, you bathe yourself in floods of tears” 
and that “you are dying of etc. 1 cannot think you indulge 

in grief if you are in possession of the .14«'i,000 which you wrote me 
you expected to receive; and then you visit the President fre<piently, 
and have the honor of walking with a Duke of England; all this 
must surely make you hajipy, without your sending even a wish or a 
thought after me! And then, I observe you speak of a female 

friend , who jierhnps, now receives your fondest caresses, 

and perhaps renders you perfectly happy. But no, Lino, when I 
pause for a moment, 1 am constrained to acknowledge that T do not 
believe that God will permit either you or me to be happy this side of 
the grave. 1 now bid you a long farewell. Lucretia. 

Mrs. Palethworp very much surprised me with the intelligence 
which she gave me of you visiting her, etc., while I was at New York. 

Jacob the waiter boy called at my house day before yesterday, the 
news he told me did not corres]>ond with what T had heard from you. 

How is it possible that Lino can be happy f when he has taken so 
much pains to render his liest of friends completely miserable. 1 
think if 3^011 saw me wringing my hands and crying us 1 do every 
day your lieart would really ache likewise! but you are with your 
friends, and I presume taking pleasure. Farewell, a long farewell. 
T)n. Lino A. Esposimina, Washington Citty. 

Enclosed in the above letter was the following bill : 

Mr. Amalio To B. Renshaw, 

1831. 

July 8 to 9, Board for self and 2 I^adies $3 00 
Use of a private parlour, 1 00 

$4 00 

Ree'd payment jier Win. Rhoads. 

I find you have no want for a plenty of ladies if yon only had 
a plenty of money. Adieu. Lucretia. 

This you left instead of a dagger to pierce me to the heart. You 
told me that when you stayed all night in town you were at tlie Min- 
ister’s apartments without expense, and that the Minister’s daughter 
and the Consul’s sister were your company; this bill gives me a 
different opinion; however, I will not reprove you. Lino, do what 
you think will make you happy. Adieu. Lucretia. 

I wish you would observe God’s commands. 
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Joseph Mcllvaine. Am Re- 
corder of Philadelphia. In the 
latter end of August last, Mr. 
Blayney placed in my han^ the 
letter of 31st JuW, 1831, wMch 
he had received n*om Washing- 
ton, as a part of the evidence 
that Lino was an imposter; 
thought that the conduct of Lino 
ought to be inquired into, and 
accordingly went, to Mrs. Chap- 
man’s residence with Mr. Blay- 
ney and Mr. Keeside. We wait- 
ed until her return from church; 
introduced the subject by saying 
that I had understood that a per- 
son calling himself Mina, had 
spent some time in her house; 
that I had satisfactory evidence 
that he was- a swindler and im- 
poster; tliat it had become my 
duty to have him arrested, and 
that I had reason to believe that 
she had suffered from his impo- 
sitions, and I wanted to know 
what he had done. She said she 
could not believe he was an im- 
poster; that he represented and 
she Sieved, that he was the son 
of a distinguished Mexican. 
Asked her if he had not injured 
her or plundered her of her 
property? She said, No, prompt- 
ly. Having in my possession the 
letter last read to the jury, nam- 
ing various articles, asked her if 
he had not taken from her a 
horse and wagon. She said, yes, 
but that his excuse was that he 
had left them at a house in 
Twelfth street; then mentioned 
the spoons to her. She then gave 
me the same account of them as 
related by Mrs. Smith ; named 
all the articles, and she admitted 
that he had carried them away. 
About this time Mrs. Green came 
in. I said to Mrs. C. that I 
could convince her that this man 
was an imposter; asked her if she 
knew what money he had when 


he left Bucks to go to Balti- 
more. She said, about fifteen 
dollars; asked her if it was pos- 
sible he could have had $500 of 
the notes of the Farmers’ Bank 
of Bucks County. She said it 
was impossible he could have had 
it; told her 1 had his advertise- 
ment of having lost that sum in 
notes upon that bank, and that 
he had used that advertisement 
for the purpose of defrauding 
several persons in Washington, 
and it was therefore my duty to 
see that be was arrested; then 
asked her if she could not tell 
me where he had gone when he 
left her house last. She and 
Mrs. Green said he had told them 
he was going to the north. I 
then told her I had a very strong 
impression that Mr. Chapman 
had died by j)oison, and that 
Lino had administered it to him. 
There was a marked effect on her 
countenance when I mentioned 
this; asked her if nothing had 
occurred to make her suspect the 
same thing; could see that she 
made a great effort to recover 
herself. She answered, No— she 
had seen nothing of the kind — 
that Lino had been Mr. Chap- 
man’s kind nurse during his ill- 
ness, and had given him a great 
part of the medicine he took; 
told me of the great attachment 
Mr. C. felt to this man; said she 
could produce me letters that 
would establish that point. She 
spoke of the symptoms which at- 
tended her husband’s death ; said 
they were talking together when 
he complained of violent pain 
and asked for brandy, which she 
^ve him; he seemed to be re- 
lieved till bed time, and went to 
bed and slept Bounty; he awoke 
in the night, sick, and she arose 
to get the peppermint, but could 
not find it. FVom that time he 



LUCBETIA CHAPMAN 


145 


was exceedingly ill, and had 
symptoms of cholera morbus all 
night, and Dr. Phillips came the 
following morning; said that 
these symptoms of cholera mor- 
bus continued until his death. 
She seemed desirous to convince 
me that the attentions paid Lino 
were with the approbation of 
Mr. C. She produced copies of 
letters from Mr. C. to the father 
of Mina; told me of a conversa- 
tion that she and Mr. C. had had, 
a day or two after Mina’s ar- 
rival there; at which they talked 
the whole subject over and had 
come to the conclusion that the 
reception of Mina into their 
house had been a fortunate event 
for them in a pecuniary ))oint of 
view, while at the same time it 
had enabled them to do an act 
of kindness to a friendless man. 
I brought her back to the fact 
that this man was an imposter; 
again mentioned something of 
the business at Washington. She 
expressed surprise that Mina had 
been so much of bis time in 
Washington. She said she sup- 
posed from his account, that dur- 
ing his absence he had been to 
New Orleans and back. She said 
that when he had returned and 
told her he had been to New Or- 
leans, he told her he had gone 
all the way on a railroad, and 
had traveled night and day at 
the rate of 30 miles an hour. I 
told her there was no railroad to 
New Orleans, and that this was 
a palpable deception; urged her 
to inform me where he was, as I 
had proved to her that he was a 
swindler, and said it was her 
duty to give me that information. 
She denied any knowledge 
further than that he had gone to 
the North. The effect of this in- 
terview was to leave a mysteiy 
upon my mind, and I determined 


to be quiet — create no disturb- 
ance in Bucks, but to arrest this 
man if possible and then com- 
municate to the authorities of 
Bucks what information 1 should 
obtain ; learned that he would be 
in Boston on a particular day, 
and took means to have him ar- 
rested. On the 10th September 
had an interview that morning 
with Mr. Campbell, her counsel, 
and told him 1 had reason to be- 
lieve that Mina was then in cus- 
tody in Boston. Between twelve 
and one o’clock Mrs. C. came to 
my house; said she had come to 
have a conversation with me on 
the subject of her situation ; told 
her that Mina was in custody 
and that I had learned from Mr. 
Campbell that morning that she 
had been married to Mina on 5th 
July. She said she had come by 
Mr. Campbell’s advice to inform 
me how she had been deceived 
and injured by Mina, and that 
her object was that I should ad- 
vise her what she should do to 
protect her and her character 
from the consequences; told her 
her conduct had been imprudent ; 
that one course was to convince 
the public that she had been, 
through this business, the vic- 
tim of deception, and that she 
ought to show her sincerity by 
giving me all the means in her 
power to bring him to justice. 
She assented and I proceeded to 
examine her as to all details. C'on- 
versations I held with Mrs. Chap- 
man upon this assurance, I hold 
to be strictly confidential which 
1 am not at liberty to disclose a 
single word she then said. I 
purposely abstained from put- 
ting to her a single question re- 
lating to the death of Mr. C., 
which I thought could involve 
her. Whatever was said, was her 
voluntary communication. I 
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confined myself to the frauds of 
Mina upon her. 

Mr. Brown. We waive all ob- 
jections, sir. 

Mr. Mcllvaine. , She produced 
a letter from Lino, dated at 
Brewster, Massachusetts, en- 
closing: a draft on a man named 
Bitonia, which she said was a 
fictitious name, or at least, that 
the draft w’as of no value. Upon 
the receipt of this, she said, she 
had become satisfied he was an 
imposter; that she had come to 
town in consequence, and among 
the first things, she had learned 
the liistory of her horse and 
wagon, 'wliich he had sold. She 
produced several papers for me 
to look at. The first was a certi- 
ficate from the Minister of Mex- 
ico resident at Washington, cer- 
tifying that Lino and Mrs. C. 
were lawfully man and wife. I 
said, ^'That is in Lino^s hand- 
writing, and that seal is a for- 
gery.” The name and titles of 
the minister were printed at the 
head of the certificate. She said 
she kneiv it was in his hand- 
writing, but lie (Mina) had ex- 
plained to her how it came to be 
so — that he had written to the 
minister for a certificate of this 
kind — the minister had answered 
that his secretary was absent and 
he was too bnsv to write it him- 
self, but that such was his confi- 
dence in him (Mina) that he sent 
him a certificate, signed, which 
he might fill up for himself ; told 
her she must give me that paper 
as it would enable me to detain 
•him on a charge of forgery com- 
mitted in Pennsylvania; asked 
her for what purpose this paper 
was obtained; she said she had 
told him after they were mar- 
ried, that as his health was in- 
firm, in case of accident or death 
to him, she would have no means 


of claiming her rights; that after 
repeated promises he finally pro- 
duced this certificate. She ex- 
pressed anxiety to obtain a di- 
vorce from Mina. 

About 9 that evening she came 
again to my house, as she said 
she was too late for the stage. 
She asked my opinion as to the 
validity of a deed she had in her 
possession, and as to adminis- 
tering to the estate of her hus- 
band ; told her I could not be con- 
sidered as her counsel, but I 
would give advice to omit no for- 
mality but to administer herself. 
She was averse to this course; 
she gave me a great number of 
details in relation to Mina, much 
of which has been related by 
other witnesses; the story of the 
ladies at the United States Hotel, 
as related by Mrs. Smith, with 
some additions which make it 
still more improbable; such as, 
that, from the arcade they went 
to the Chestnut street theatre, 
from thence in a carriage to tlie 
U. S. hotel ; told her it was singu- 
lar she should have been de- 
ceived by such a statement. She 
said, his excuse for the ladies not 
going home, was, that their 
clothes had got wet in the shower 
and that he had been up all night 
with the sen^ants of the hotel 
drying their clothes in order that 
Ihev might go home the next 
morning. She told me further 
that after their marriage he had 
taken her to an apartment in the 
S. hotel which he called the 
Minister’s room. On the follow- 
ing Monday received information 
of the arrest of Mina in Boston. 
On the next Saturday the first 
publication upon the subject in 
Philadelphia was made, in the 
National Gazette, copied from a 
New York paper. Mr. C. came 
in with her sister, Mrs. GreeUi 
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Captain Baker, and her niece, 
Mrs. Baker ; said she had brought 
those persons for tlie purpose of 
giving further evidence of the 
frauds of Mina. Capt. and Mrs. 
Baker then informed me that 
they had just arrived from Cape 
Cod; that they had come on at 
the recommendation of Mina for 
the purpose of visiting their 
aunt; that Mina had been at 
Cape Cod with letters furnislied 
by Mrs. C. to her friends there; 
that her friends had received him 
with open arms; that he had 
made himself very agreeable; had 
communicated to them liis great 
wealtli and the immense benefits 
he had conferred, and still in- 
tended to confer on her; that he 
represented that lie had $l,o00,- 
000 a year from his gold mines; 
that he had furnished Mrs. Chap- 
man with six or ten thousand 
dollars in gold, with which she 
had erected the most elegant 
house in all that section of the 
country; that he intended when 
he received remittances, to erect 
a palace on the bank of the 


river; that he had recommended 
all her relations to come on and 
visit her; that he had offered to 
them some situations on a farm 
adjoining that of Mrs. C., which 
he was going to work with slaves 
brought from Mexico ; that to one 
in particular he offered the place 
of overseer; he paid, while there, 
ver>’ particular attention to a 
niece of Mrs. C., and that this 
young lady had folloT\^d him to 
Boston with a view to marry 
him; while at Cape Cod he said 
he had lost his pocket book, con- 
taining a large sum of money. I 
asked her what were the motives 
which induced her to pay such 
extraordinary attention to a 
stranger; she said they believed 
him to be a man of great wealth, 
that he promised them very large 
sums of money, and that they ex- 
pected to derive great benefit 
from him; she ]>roduced two pa- 
pers in Spanish, which were writ- 
ten at a time when he was sick at 
her house, and it was appre- 
hended Ins life might be in 
danger. 


l.'),00000 dollars. Be it known by these presents that T, Lino Ama- 
lio Esposimina as my last will, leave to Mrs. Lncretia Chapman the 
sum of Fifteen thousand dollars for having assisted me with par- 
ticular attention before mv death, which sum will he paid in the city 


of Mexico. In witness wdiereof T ^ 
28, 1831. 

(Seal, etc.) 

(Margin), This is worth $15000. 

Mr, M^Jlvaine. Those were ex- 
ecuted in order that if he should 
die, they should be remunerated 
for their kindness; remarked to 
her that it was extraordinary 
that they should be deceived, 
when in the body of the order 
$15,000 is named, and in the 
margin, in figures $1,500,000; 
she evinced a strong desire to be 


e this at Philadelphia, May 
Lino Amalio Esposimina. 


separated from Mina; told her 
these frauds must be the founda- 
tion .of her divorce from Mina; 
she seemed anxious that they 
should be investigated. This in- 
terview was the last that T had 
with Mrs. C. 

Crosa^examined. She told me 
that when Lino was urging her 
to mnrr>' him, he said it was her 
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husband’s dying wish; said that 
had operated with her. The let- 
ter of July Slst^^* was enclosed 
to the High Constable of Phila- 
delphia, in a letter from Mr. T., 
in Washington city, which stated 
that Mina had swindled him. It 
was taken out of the post office 
by Mr. T. When sent to Phila- 
delphia it had been opened. I 
did not know of the marriage 
when I perused that letter. Mrs. 
C. did not know that I was pos- 
sessed of it. 

To the Court. Whilst I was 
telling her of the probability of 
Mina having poisoned her hus- 
band, her countenance became 
livid; there was a great heaving 
of the bosom; I thought she 
would lose herself under the agi- 
tation. She did, however, after 
a considerable pause, recover her 
self-command, and gave me the 
answer, "No — I have seen noth- 
ing of the sort — ^Mr. lino was 
my husband’s kind nurse during 
his sickness.” Did not think there 
was an expression or appearance 
of surprise as I expected; was 
disappointed at the moment, for 
I had hoped for such an expres- 
sion of surprise, and that she 
would have inquired of me what 
reason I had for suspecting him. 
The effect was unsatisfactoiy to 
me at the time. I did not know 
they were then married; think 
she said, she did not think it pos- 
sible that Lino could do any thing 
so diabolical. 

jDr. John P, Hopkinson. At 
the Truest of Mr. Boss made an 
examination of the body of Wil- 
liam Chapman on the 21st of 
September; the odor that escaped 
from the coffin was not remark- 
ably offensive; the whole of the 


face was black and putrid and 
the linen about it somewhat 
stained; cut through the cover- 
ings and exposed the abdomen 
and part of the chest, which were 
of a pale white appearance. I 
made two incisions and exposed 
the cavity of the abdomen; and 
, was struck with its finnness and 
resistance. No offensive odor es- 
caped &om the abdomen; the 
stomach appeared externally as 
if inflamed within, that is, it had 
a somewhat dark color; now re- 
quested Dr. Coates to assist me 
in the examination; we flrst ex- 
amined the intestines, which we 
opened in many parts ; were 
struck with the absence of any 
fluid in them. They were very 
slightly distended; seemed dis- 
posed rather to become dry than 
to putrify. With the single ex- 
ception of a small quantity of 
billious-looking matter in^ the 
commencement of the large intes- 
tine, they were totally empty. 
Their appearance was pale, with- 
out marks of inflammation. The 
whole canal was examined in this 
general way, with the exception 
of the terminating portion called 
the rectum, which was not exam- 
ined; the liver and other solid 
viscera presented no unhealthy 
appearance; we proceeded to re- 
move the stomach ; ligatures 
were applied, insulating, it, in- 
cluding a portion of the com- 
mencement of the intestine; in 
cutting the esophagus or gullet it 
appeared inflamed. The parts re- 
moved were immediately placed 
in a glass jar, cleansed for the 
purpose, and it was closed by 
myself. I carried the jar and 
its contents to Philadelphia, kept 
them carefully in my own pos- 


See ante, p. 142. 
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session, and on the following 
morning placed them in tlie hands 
of Dr. Mitchell for analysis. 

In the presence of Dr. Mitch- 
ell and Mr. Clemson 1 opened 
the stomach. The whole surface 
was covered with a dark brown- 
ish colored mucus. This was 
scraped off and carefully re- 
moved for a separate analysis. 
It presented appearances of uni- 
versal inflammation, at one ex- 
tremity bounded by the oriflce 
leading into the intestine, ex- 
tending to the other leading into 
the esophagus. 

Am a practitioner of medicine 
and surgery, and lecture on anat- 
omy in the University of Penn- 
sylvania. I have had very con- 
siderable experience in dissec- 
tions. The peculiarities which 
particularly struck me (at the 
examination), were, the slight 
degroe of putrefaction in the ab- 
dominal viscera, and the limited 
extent of the inflammation from 
the stomach; when the stomach 
was opened, a very peculiar 
smell, which I compared to that of 
pickled herring, arose from it. 
Upon my mentioning this, all 
present confirmed it. Both the 
stomach and intestines, when cut, 
showed considerable flrmness of 
texture; was further surpri^d 
that so little matter of any kind 
should be found in the canal or 
the stomach; have examined 
many hundreds of bodies and 
never observed such a smell be- 
fore; never dissected a body of 
a person who died by arsenic to 
my knowledge. 

In cases of poisoning by arse- 
nic, the inflammation may be con- 
flned to the stomach. A person 
may die of arsenic, and no trace 
be found of it in the stomach. 
Cases of this kind are recorded; 
in cases of poisoning by arsenic 


inflammation of the intestines is 
not an invariable symptom. In 
case of death from local inflam- 
mation, the part affected is most 
liable to putrefaction; medical 
opinion is divided in respect to 
arsenic being an antiseptic upon 
a living body. It is used for the 
purpose of preserving animals, 
being applied after death; from 
the symptoms detailed by Drs. 
Phillips and Knight, and from 
the appearance of the body I at- 
tribute the death of Mr. Chap- 
man to the action of some vio- 
lent substance on the stomacli. 
Authorities state that inflamma- 
tion of the rectum, and such dis- 
charges as sometimes attend it, 
are symptoms of poisoning by 
arsenic. 

Cross^xamined, Did not ex- 
amine the rectum. By a violent 
substance (to which 1 attribute 
the death of Mr. C.) I mean a 
substance usually termed poison. 
Bile would not be considered a 
violent substance. It produces 
irritation, but I am not prepared 
to say that bile would })roduce 
inflammation. It is difficult to 
describe inflammation ; impos- 
sible to explain it to one who is 
not a medical man. Irritation is 
the commencement of inflamma- 
tion. Irritants are tlie causes of 
inflammation. Inflammation cer- 
tainly exists after death, when 
caused by natural diseases. Con- 
gestion is very different from in- 
flammation. Tlie symptoms I 
heard from the medical witnesses 
are those of cholera morbus. 
Putrefaction is hastened or re- 
tarded by circumstances. Causes 
of retarding putrefaction may 
be, the dryness of the soil — the 
individual ' not having died very 
suddenly — and the almence of 
any fopcal matter in the intes- 
tinal canal; never before exam- 
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ined a body after so long an in- 
terval from the decease; never 
before examined a body that had 
been disinterred. Absoiption 
may go on after death. Arsenic 
will only preserve that with 
which it is in immediate contact. 
Applied to an animal internally, 
after death, it may preserve the 
whole. The body, except the 
face, was in a good general state 
of preservation. The inside of 
the coffin and the linen were dry. 
The ground in which the coffin 
was deposited, was a mixture of 
clay and gravel. Prom having 
read of cases of long interment, 
would say that the herring smell 
is not usual ; never heard or read 
of the herring smell peculiarly 
belonging to arsenic. A violent 
case of the cholera morbus 
might present the same appear- 
ance after death as this body; 
the results of cliolera morbus and 
arsenic on the stomach are diffi- 
cult to distinguish. The exam- 
ination of the heart is not as im- 
portant as that of the stomach in 
examining for poison; was not 
apprised that Mr. Chapman la- 
bored under a disease of the 
heart. In so small a quantity 
of arsenic as would kill a man, 
I should not suppose the heart 
would show it. Pour or five 
grains will destroy life; do not 
Imow that blood is discharged in 
cholera morbus; have never 
known a case of cholera morbus 
to terminate fatally, neither in 
my own practice, nor in that of 
the friends I have consulted. 

To the Court. Cholera mor- 
bus continues from a few hours 
to several days; never had a pa- 
tient in my care to continue be- 
yond one or two days. Cholera 
morbus arises from the action of 
irritating substances in the 
ttomach and bowels. The seat 


of the disease in this case was 
solely in the stomach. The in- 
flammation might have been very 
violent in the rectum without 
showing it above; presumed that 
I had the cause of death in the 
stomach, and therefore did not 
make further examination than 
I have detailed. Prom the symp- 
toms that preceded his death, 
should not have thought it at all 
necessary to examine for apo- 
plexy. From the symptoms and 
the post mortem examination, 
have no doubt but the disease 
that caused his death was in the 
stomaoh; never say the dryness 
of the intestines in any body I 
ever examined before. 

February 20. 

Dr.^ Beynell Coates. Am a 
practitioner of medicine; was 
present at the disinterment of 
the body in the church-yard of 
All-Saints. When the coffin was 
removed from the ground, it was 
placed upon the ground and 
opened. Dr. Hopkinson opened 
the abdomen, and then request- 
ed my assistance in the farther 
examination. The examination 
I>rocceded to the abdomen only; 
observed previously to the body 
being opened, that the lid to- 
wards the head was indented, ap- 
parently by the weight of the 
earth, and by the action of a 
slight degree of moisture. The 
smell of the body was not fetid. 
The face was the only external 
part which presented to view dur- 
ing the examination which ex- 
hibited signs of putrefaction. It 
was very much put rifled. The 
body externally bad a clammy 
feel. When the abdomen was 
opened, we were surprised at the 
small quantity of moisture in .it. 
They were almost empty, al- 
though there were observed in 
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them two or three small portions 
of foDcal matter, tinged with ap- 
parently healthy bile. Those 
portions of the intestines which 
came into view, exhibited no 
signs of disease; think the whole 
extent of the small intestines was 
handled. One considerable inci- 
sion was made<«-or perhaps two 
— ^into the large intestine. No 
signs of disease were found here, 
but there was present a small 
portion of fa;ces a])parently 
tinged with healthy bile. The 
external appearance of the stom- 
ach induced us to think that the 
internal coat was in a state of in- 
Hammation. The stomach, to- 
p^ther with a portion of intes- 
tine, was tied at each extremity 
and removed from the body. 
When the esophagus or gullet 
was divided, we had the oppor- 
tunity of seeing a small portion 
of the internal lining of the gul- 
let close to the stomach. This 
part was in a very intense state 
of inflammation. The liver did 
not possess any marks of disease. 
The gall-bladder appeared to 
contain some bile, and had ex- 
ternally a healthy ar»pearance. 
The spleen was soft, and in a con- 
dition not unusual where persons 
die of diseases of rapid iirogress. 
The kidneys appeared to be 
healthy; they were not dissected. 
The stomach and that portion 
of tlie intestine removed with it, 
were placed in a clean bottle by 
Dr. Hopkinson — the coffin was 
closed, and the body reinterred. 
Upon opening the abdomen there 
was a very peculiar smell ; do 
not know that I could liken it to 
anything precisely; never per- 
ceived it in opening any other 
body; have been present at the 
examination of two bodies said 
to have died by arsenic. All the 
appearances in this body were in 


accordance with a certain class 
of cases of poisoning by arsenic. 
The bloody serum spoken of by 
Dr. Phillips, the inflammation of 
the gullet, and the absence of the 
inflammation of the intestines, 
as the question is general, would 
not be evidence of poison by ar- 
senic. Inflammation of the rec- 
tum is one of the symptoms of 
poisoning by arsenic. A man 
may^ die by arsenic, and from 
vomiting and purging, no trace 
of it afterwards be found. Jn 
cholera morbus there are gener- 
ally some marks of inflammation 
about the small intestines. From 
tlie nature of these there may 
probably be some marks in the 
stomach, though ]>rohably not 
very intense; have heard, how- 
ever, of cases of cltidcra, in 
which the inflammation of the 
stomach was intense. In natural 
death, the diseased part is con- 
sidered most liable to putrefac- 
tion; think it would always be 
so, unless the death were instan- 
taneous, or neai’ly so. Tin’s an- 
swer is applicable to cases of 
death by accident. In all cases 
of local inflaniniatinn, the dis- 
eased part is most liable to putre- 
faction. Arsenic is not agreed 
to be an antiseptic even in a dead 
subject. My own oyunion is, that 
ir is an antise]»tic. From what 
I saw, and from the evidence of 
Drs. Phillips, Knight and Hop- 
kinson, 1 am of opinion that Mr. 
Chapman died by the actijui of 
some corrosive poison or irritant 
poison, probably of an arsenical 
character. The ordinary symj)- 
toms of disease occasioned by ar- 
senic are, first, of sickness at the 
stomach, accompanied hv an un- 
easy feeling in that ]>art; soon 
pain in the stomach, accompanied 
by an acrid feeling in the mouth, 
being the commencing symptom 
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of inflammation about the mouth 
and throat ; the pain in the stom- 
ach rapidly becomes very severe, 
and sometimes that in the throat 
also; the > patient* complains of 
an intense burning sensation; 
this burning pain generally soon 
reaches its height, and continues 
throughout the case. Vomiting 
is a very common symptom. The 
quantity of the first discharges 
depends on the quantity of the 
contents of the stomach. When 
the stomach is evacuated or near- 
ly so, if the vomiting continues, 
bile is generally throw up, of 
a healthy character. If the vom- 
iting still continues, and that 
time not very long, it sinks into 
useless and straining efforts to 
vomit, without bringing up any- 
thing. In some cases there is no 
vomiting from the first to the 
last. At the time when these in- 
flammatory symptoms begin to 
he severe, tliere is generally some 
irritation of the small intestines 
also. Sometimes this irritation 
also becomes very severe, and a 
burning sensation and pain upon 
pressure are extended to the 
whole abdomen. Very early in 
the case the system is found in a 
state of collapse; all the vital 
energies are very much depressed 
The heart and circulation appear 
to suffer most. The pulse is 
found to be small, weak and fre- 
quent; in fatal cases it is often 
entirely imperceptible at the 
wrist; this collapse frequently 
continues until death, the system 
never reacting, and there never 
being a proper state of fever. 
The^ symptoms described as af- 
fecting the small intestines are 
often wanting in the case. Some- 
times all the symptoms intermit 
in the progress of protracted 
eases, and reappear upon the sec- 
ond attack. Cramps in the low- 


er extremities are not un&e- 
quently present, and are often 
severe. Irritation about the rec- 
tum is one of the most common 
symptoms. All the other mu- 
cous membranes are affected. 
The brain and the nerves of sen- 
sation and motion are affectedi 
sometimes, though seldom. 

Cross-examined. "* At the dis- 
interment was not asked to be 
pre^nt by any one; I had heard 
of it, and considered it a privi- 
lege to be present; had fre- 
quently heard before that Dr. 
Phillips had, prior to the suspi- 
cion of poison in the case, attrib- 
uted the death to cholera mor- 
bus. The physician to whom the 
character of a case is communi- 
cated by another, is not, every- 
thing else being equal, as well 
fitted to judge of it as the phy- 
sician who saw it. All the symp- 
toms described by Dr. Phillips 
might attend other diseases. 
There were none of the symp- 
toms that would necessarily be 
the effect of arsenic; should 
never feel authorized, by any 
train of symptoms to say, that 
a man had died by arsenic. I 
would not feel authorized to say 
so, from any external appear- 
ance of the body, nor from any 
consistency of it. Beyond these, 
I obsen’^ed the external appear- 
ance of tlie stomach, the inflam- 
mation of the gullet, and the ab- 
sense of inflammation in the 
small intestines. T have both 
heard and read, and what is bet- 
ter, have observed conclusions 
proved to be Correct, drawn from 
the external appearance of the 
stomach ; do not regard such con- 
clusions as absolutely positive, 
but only very probable. Three 
coats are commonly named for 
the stomach, the mucous, the ner- 
vous and the muscular, which is 
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covered by the peritoneum; 
could certainly know better the 
state of the stomach by seeing it 
through the peritoneum than I 
could know the lining of a coat 
from seeing the cloth outside. 
The inferences from the appear- 
ances in such cases could be 
drawn by a practiced eye alone; 
but such might be drawn. An 
opinion drawn from such ap- 
pearances might be ill-founded. 
The color of the peritoneum was 
what I should call a dull ashy 
greyness, not uniform in all its 
pa^s, but approaching to a mot- 
tled appearance ; do not think 
that I ever before examined a 
stomach taken from a body 
which had so long been interred. 
A burial shortly after death 
would be calculated to preserve 
the body. The character of the 
soil, material of the coffin, and 
absence of fluids from the body 
would be means of preservation. 
Arsenic would not be as apt to 
preser\'e the face as any other 
part, when applied at a distance 
from it. The preservative ef- 
fects upon the abdomen would 
be stronger than upon the face 
in this case, because the abdo- 
men was nearer the spot ^ to 
which the arsenic was applied. 
If there were arsenic enough in 
the abdomen to preserve, there 
would be enough to inflame it. 
The parts were all in a good 
state of preservation. ^ That 
which was inflamed was in no 
better preservation than the rest. 

There is in all corpses, reasons 
for the face decaying faster than 
other parts; it is uncovered — 
and in this case there was mois- 
ture about it. It would be m- 
poBsible to answer the question 
by what process death is pro- 
duced by arsenic. In most 
eases, death is produced in con- 


sequence of inflammation caused 
by it; have never formed an 
opinion whether arsenic destroys 
by absorption or not; think it 
^probable that it does enter the 
blood; tliink arsenic would pre- 
serve parts with which it does 
not come in contact, and to 
which it could not be conveyed 
by any obvious process. I think 
the twentieth part of a grain is 
the smallest quantity that has 
been detected upon analysis; 
have not heard on the best au- 
thority that the 300th part of a 
grain has been detected. A 
stomach inflamed as I suppose 
that of Mr. C.’s to have been, 
might be dissolved, and no traces 
of arsenic be discovered; infer 
there was poison in this case 
from the joint evidence of all the 
circumstances. It is within pos- 
sibility that all the symptoms 

and appearances that have been 
described, all the examinations 
that have been made and de- 
scribed, and all that I myself 

saw, might be accounted for on 
the supposition that the man died 
a natural death. I do not think 
it possible that any one can be 
certain that a man died by 

poison, unless the poison be 

found in the body. The evi- 
dence I have, of the man having 
died by poison, is as strong as it 
could without the arsenic be- 
ing found there. Such a course 
of drcumatances I never saw, 
and never beard described, as at- 
tendant upon cholera morbus, ex- 
isted in this case. The cholera 
had fallen a good deal under my 
own observation in both its 
forms (the common cholera mor- 
bus and tJie epidemic Asiatic 
cholera), and I have never seen 
it run such a course and be at- 
tended before death by such mor- 
bid appearances — ^nor have I 
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seen such morbid appearances 
described as attending it after 
death ; have always been con- 
vinced that medical testimony is 
an insufficient ground, independ- 
ent of any chelkiical investigar 
tion, to warrant me in determin- 
ing a ease of life and death, 
were I called upon to determine 
the fact legally. In point of fact 
it is not to be relied upon. 

Dr. John K. Mitchell. Am a 
practitioner of .medicine, lec- 
turer on chemistry, and one of 
the attending physicians of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital. On the 
22d September, 1831, Dr. Hop- 
kinson brought to my laboratory 
in Philadelphia, a jar containing 
a stomach and about six inches 
of the intestine nearest the 
stomach called the duodenum, 
which he told me was the stom- 
adi of Mr. Chapman. In his 
and Mr. Clemson’s presence an 
examination of this stomach and 
intestine was made. Tlie ex- 
terior appearance of the stomach 
differed very much from that of 
the duodenum. The duodenum 
was of a nearly white color, such 
as a healthy duodenum appears. 
The stomach was a dark grey, 
tinged with red. The smell of 
the whole was very peculiar, such 
as I had never before perceived. 
Upon consultation we came to 
the conclusion that it most re- 
sembled the smell of a dried 
Scotch herring. We proceeded 
then to open tlie stomach, which 
was tied at its upper orifice, a 
string being a]>plied likewise to 
the other end of the intestine, so 
as to include the contents of the 
stomach. Upon laying open the 
stomach and intestine we found 
them empty, except a thin layer 
of matter, which was attached to 
the sides of the stomach. Through 
this adhesive mucus, we could. 


in many places, perceive the 
color of the lining coat or the 
internal membrane of the stom- 
ach which appeared red. Noth- 
ing appeared remarkable in the 
duodenum except the pale straw 
yellow color of its internal sur- 
faces. As arsenic is not very 
soluble in water, I passed my 
fingers over the vfhole internal 
lining, feeling the mucus whidi 
lined it for the purpose of ascer- 
taining if anything gritty could 
there be found. We failed to 
discover any solid body or par- 
ticle, in any part of the stom- 
ach or attached duodenum. As 
the stomach contained nothing, 
and as no particles of any sort 
could be discovered in it, the de- 
tection of arsenic, or of any 
other poison presented a prob- 
able difficulty. We thought best 
to scrape off from the internal 
walls of the stomach, the viscid 
mucus with which it was lined; 
to subject that to one method of 
analysis and the solid stomach 
and intestine to another. In the 
attempt to remove the mucus, 
which was done with a smooth- 
edged bone Sfioon, it was in some 
places so much attached as to 
bring with it the internal coat 
of the stomach, which appeared 
in some places to have been 
loosened from its cellular at- 
tachments to the muscular coat, 
by a very thin jilale of what ap- 
peared to be effused blood. A 
little water was passed over the 
inner surface of the stomach 
after scraping, for the purpose 
of the better observing its con- 
dition; that water was added to 
the mucus which had been 
scraped off. Then the stomach 
appeared to be less regularly red 
and there appeared many red 
spots, especially around the first 
opening of the stomach, next the 
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gullet, and in various parts of 
the stomach could be perceived 
dark brown patches. None of 
these seemed to be the effect of 
putrefaction — ^for there was no 
smell indicative of that process. 
To the mucus and water some 
more clean water was added, and 
the whole boiled in a clean Flor- 
ence flask for a considerable 
time — everything thus treated 
was then tlirown upon a filter. 
After filtration there was left 
on the filter a dark brown sub- 
stance, which was thrown into 
nitric acid (filter and all), in 
which the stomach and intestine 
were undergoing solution. The 
liquid wdiieh had been filtered 
was transparent, with a ^^ry 
faint amber j^ellow color. Very 
small portions of this liquid, 
taken separately, were subjected 
to liquid tests. Sulphate of cop- 
per in solution changed the 
color of that portion to which it 
w'ns applied to an undecided 
grass green. Nitrate of silver in 
solution gave a brownish yellow 
fiocculent precipitate, which 
grew darker, and soon lost its 
yellowishness. Sulphuretted hy- 
drogen in its gaseous state was 
passed through another portion 
— ^and deepened its yellow tint 
perceptibly. Nearly the whole 
of the liquid was then subjected 
to the action of sulphurett^ hy- 
drogen — thrown into a capsule, 
heated until its yellowness 1^- 
came distinctly marked, and its 
transparency was gone. The 
whole liquid was then thrown 
upon a filter, and from necessity 
left for several hours. When it 
was again looked at, a transpar- 
ent liquid was found in the ves- 
sel beneath the filter, and on the 
filter was discoverable a yellow 
substance which could not be 
separated from it, being in too 


small quantity and the paper not 
being smooth. As the quantity 
was too small to hope to look for 
any decided result from heating 
it alone, it was thrown (filter 
and all) into the vessel in which 
the stomach and intestine were 
in a state of solution. Every- 
thing then which might be sup- 
posed to contain poison re- 
mained to be looked for in the 
nitric acid solution. That was 
evaporated nearly to dryness, 
heated again by nitric acid, and 
so on, until it was supposed that 
the animol matter was destroyed. 
Water was added to the residue, 
and boiled on it until it vras sup- 
posed that everything soluble had 
been taken up. That liquid was 
filtered, evaporated to dryness, 
and treated %vith lime water. 
This matter was evaporated to 
dryness after using tiie lime 
water, and it was presumable 
that if any arsenic wore present, 
it existed in tlie dried mass as a 
salt called arseniate of lime. 
This was divided into three por- 
tions, each placed in the closed 
end of a glass tube, open at the 
other end. The sealed end of a 
tube was then placed over the 
flame of a spirit lamp (the dried 
mass was mi.xed with powdered 
charcoal before being placed in 
the tubes), with a view to sub- 
lime metallic arsenic, if any there 
should be. The tube, which was 
held by Mr. Clemson became cov- 
ered on its internal surface for 
some distance above the ma- 
terial employed in the tube, with 
bla^k looking matter, which an 
unpracticed eye might readily 
mistake for a metal; for al 
though black, it was glistening. 
After these appearances had 
been observed, the sealed end 
cracked and opened under the 
action of the spirit lamp; when 
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Mr. Clemson, who was holding 
it, turned round and said, ^^is 
any one subliming arsenic in the 
roomf” The reply was, No — 
and he then called me to examine 
what the odor of ^ the tube was — 
and I distinctly recognized what 
I believed to be the smell of the 
fumes of arsenic. The tube was 
subsequently jheated where the 
shining black matter had lodged 
and as the tube was open at both 
ends, a current of air was pass- 
ing through it, and the arsenical 
smell was perceptible at the up- 
per end. The other tubes were 
subsequently at different times 
treated in the same manner — 
and, with the exceotion of the 
breaking, presented similar re- 
sults — a black matter covering 
the arsenical ring, if any was 
there. There was no evidence to 
the eye that there was any ar- 
senic there. This is a succinct 
history of the proceedings in my 
laboratory for the detection of 
arsenic. Previously to entering 
upon the search for arsenic, some 
tests were used for the purpose 
of ascertaining whether it would 
be proper to search for any 
other poison. Corrosive sublim- 
ate and tartar emetic were thus 
looked for, but no indication of 
their presence, however slight, 
could be discovered. That was 
aU that was done with Mr. G.’s 
stomach. As a chemist, would 
say that the tests used upon the 
liquid obtained by boiling the 
mucus of the stomach gave no 
conclusive evidence of the pres- 
ence of any arsenical matter. 
They ought not to be regarded 
being ^ negative. The arsenical 
odor is generally esteemed by 
high authority on this subject, a 
very imperfect test of the pres- 
ence of arsenic; but as the ob- 
jections to this test are several, 


and as it was important for pub- 
lic justice that this case should 
be strictly examined, 1 tested, 
one by one, experimentally, the 
objections. The first alleges that 
the mixture of animal matter so 
covers, when it is volatilized 
along with arsenic, the odor of 
that metal, that it cannot be per- 
ceived. That objection does not 
apply in the case, as it was per- 
ceived. Another objection^ is 
•founded upon the alleged similar 
odor of certain substances, phos- 
phorus and its compounds — 
zinc, antimony and onions, gar- 
lic and things of that kind. Gar- 
lic or onions could not, by any 
possibility, have been present in 
the matter which was sublimed. 
Antimony, zinc and the phos- 
phates, mixed with animal mat- 
ter and charcoal were tested in 
similar tubes under like circum- 
stances. These experiments 
were repeated again and again 
without the production of the 
arsenical odor, or anything that 
I could mistake for it, unless I 
actually placed arsenic in the 
tube. 

Supposing myself liable to 
deception, because I knew 
what was actually in the tubes, 
I prepared a set of them con- 
taining these articles (ph. of soda, 
kermes mineral, and some gran- 
ulated zinc) ; I placed them, 
while under treatment by the 
spirit lamp, and in succession, 
under the nose of Mr. Clemson, 
who was ignorant of their con- 
tents. Among these tubes one 
was prepared with arsenic in a 
very smdl quantity. It was only 
when the tube containing ar^ 
senic was heated and presented 
to him that he said decidedly and 
promptly, "That is arsenic,” and 
did not hesitate about the others, 
that there was no arsenic there. 
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Desirous to pursue an investi- 
gation after the partial failure of 
this one, I plac^ in a stomach 
which was brought to me from 
the Alms House, a small quan- 
tity of arsenite of potash in solu- 
tions^** — called Fowler’s solution, 
intending to analyze it at my 
leisure for the purpose of seeing 
how small a quantity I could 
separate. Other duties jirevent- 
ed me from attending to the 
analysis, and it (the stomach) 
remained in my laboratory for 
two or three months. It did not 
putrify in that time, and at the 
end of that period it had precise- 
ly the smell of the stomach of 
Mr. C. A smell which was new 
to me — and which I obsem^ed 
only in those two stomachs. 
After all these investigations, I 
still feel bound by the high au- 
thority of those writers who have 
expressed an opinion on the sub- 
ject, to say, that the chemical 
proofs of the presence of ar- 
senic, though amounting to a 
strong presumption, are not con- 
clusive evidence of its presence. 

I now, sir, stale my opinion up- 
on all the proofs. For these rea- 
sons the suddenness and the vio- 
lence of the attack, in a neigh- 
borhood subject at that time to 
no epidemic, in a man of tem- 
perate and cautious habits, at- 
tended with the following symp- 
toms — sickness and vomiting, a 
burning pain in the region of the 
stomach, described as being ^^ike 
fire” — ^attended with extraordin- 
ary reduction of strength, and 
very unusual coldness of the ex- 
tremities for a very considerable 
period before death, the absence 
of delirium, the particular char- 
acter of pulse described, the 
parched state of the mouth, the 


unusual livid spots about the 
face, the preternatural rigidity 
of the body after death, absence 
of swelling of the belly, the calm 
and nehrly quiet death after so 
much suffering, the intellectual 
faculties remaining perfect near- 
ly till death (there being no evi- 
dence that he had them not till 
death), the period at which death 
took place, are the symptoms up- 
on^ which I partly found my 
opinion. I found no part of 
that opinion ii]>on the state of 
the body when taken out of the 
ground; nor can 1 with a single 
comparative fact, with refer- 
ence to the smell, permit that to 
form any ])art of the foundation 
of my opinion. The circum- 
stances upon which I in part 
found my of)inion, derived from 
the examination of the dead body 
are those peculiarities in the 
morbid state of the stomach 
which I have before noticed. The 
singular exemption of the intes- 
tines from disease, except the 
rectum, from which there was 
discharged matter significant of 
disease in that organ, which, had 
it passed through the intestines, 
would have left traces of its pro- 
gress, being colored; added to 
these, the hitherto inconclusive 
chemical proofs, acquire in- 
creased strength — and I am un- 
able, after a careful and con- 
siderate view of the whole 
ground, to resist the conclusion 
that Wm. Chapman died be- 
cause of the presence of arsenic 
in his stomach. Think Chrisiison 
is considered the best Knglish 
authority on poisons. Orflla, the 
best French authority. 

Cross-examined, Consider Ber- 
zelius as the first chemical au- 
thority in the world; do not 


17b drachms. 
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think that the whole of the 
symptoms demonstrate the pres- 
ence of poison — and of course 
that includes the admission that 
any one of them does not. The 
bloody serum issuing: per anum 
might have proceeded from a va- 
riety of diseases. The livid spots 
also; they are very usual when 
malignant fevers prevail — ^they 
characterize the spotted fever. 
After a considerable time, the 
rigidity of the body is of no un- 
frequent occurrence; think it 
very unusual for a body to be- 
come stiff in one hour’s time. It 
is usual for the body to become 
stiffer gradually. Celeris pari- 
bus, ocular obson^ation of the 
symptoms is the best test for 
forming an opinion. In reciting 
symptoms, facts are stated; the 
opinion founded upon them is 
an act of judgment. Omissions 
of symptoms in this particular 
case could not alter the opinion 
— ^because the ground of the case, 
as regards the principles, has 
been traveled over. Cholera mor- 
bus is a vomiting and purging. 
Sometimes in indigestion there 
is violent vomiting — in cases of 
dysentery there is rarely vomit- 
ing; there are occasional dis- 
charges of bloody serum. The 
violent burning "like fire” never 
saw presented in the cholera of 
our own country. In that dis- 
ease the intestines are found 
sometimes empty, and sometimes 
full; never saw a case in which 
a patient died from inanition in 
cholera. In epidemic cholera the 
symptoms are represented to be 
like those occasioned by irritant 
poisons. It is said that irritant 
poisons are among the causes of 
cholera. I attach no importance 
to the preservation of the body. 
To judge of the degree of im- 
portance, etc., it would be neces- 


sary to examine bodies from that 
burial ground three months after 
interment. The exemption from 
infiammation of the lower intes- 
tines, I do consider important, 
not as standing by itself, but in 
connection with the disease of 
the stomach and rectum; believe 
that there is evidence of the dis- 
ease of the rectum — the bloody 
matter which could not have 
come from the intestines. There 
are bloody discharges from 
piles; have heard no evidence of 
cholera being rife in that neigh- 
borhood. If there were, I think 
it would have no infiuence upon 
my opinion, unless they were 
malignant cases. Fowler’s solu- 
tion is administered as a medi- 
cine in some cases. It is arsenite 
of potash in solution; believe 
very few physicians administer 
it now in intermittents. If the 
medicines were poisonous, those 
symptoms would depend upon 
them; think calomel could not 
have produced them. When the 
disease is not very violent, the 
constitution of the individual 
modifies it very much. Diseases 
of a very acute character, espe- 
cially when epidemic, seem to be 
under no sort of influence, de- 
rived from the constitution of 
the individual. Age and sex 
sometimes make a difference. 
Smearcase and pork, eaten at 
night heartily, if the person is 
not accustomed to them, would 
be very sure to hurt him. 

For my friend, Dr. Hopkinson, 
I must make this apology: this 
was his first case; he was, with- 
out preparation, taken up to the 
place of interment and made an 
examination which gives us the 
greater part of the information 
which could be probably elicited 
for this case, by these means. He 
has said himself that it was an 
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inadequate examination. The ex- 
amination of the rectum was 
very important — of the heart not 
very material^ — of tlip brain less 
important — nor the internal ex- 
amination of the gall bladder. 
Do not think the 100th part of 
4 grains could be separated from 
the body. I could only, without 
detecting the metal, form a mod- 
erate presumption of its pres- 
ence, speaking from the authori- 
ties (sulplinretted hydrogen, re- 
iterated). When the quantity is 
very small indeed, coin] )a red to 
the amount of liquid, and that 
liquid con Inins also animal mat- 
ter, it sensibly affects the T)ow- 
ers of the precipitale, (sulph. 
hyd.) and it is often necessary 
to evaporate tlie li(piid to a cer- 
tain degree to obtain a precipi- 
tate, even ‘when arsenic is pres- 
ent. As far as the precipitate 
was concerned the test was char- 
acteristic enough of arsenic. It 
retained its color until it 
stained the filter yellow. If there 
were arsenic enough to abide that 
test, T should expect to find 
enoiigli to abide the final and 
metallic lest. 1 applied the test 
of nit. silver. Tt threw down a 
I)recipitate not characteristic. So 
of sulpli. copper. The true 
characteristic color of arsenite of 
copper is a grass green. The ac- 
tual precipitate was an imper- 
fect grass green. T stated that 
I considered the liquid tests used 
in this ease as negative and falla- 
cious. I did not, I believe, re- 
duce the arsenic to metal. Christi- 
Bon says the alliaceous odor is not 
to be depended on — T do not 
recollect his saying^ that it 
should be entirely disregarded. 
The symptoms at the death-bed 
are not alone conclusive. The 
state of the body was not alone 
conclusive. I did not obtain the 
metal. 


1 come to the conclusion that 
Mr. Chapman came to his death 
from the amount of moral prob- 
abilities — any one proof not be- 
ing sufficient; do not think the 
fact of my not finding the metal 
makes against the symptoms; 
did not try the sulph. copper 
with ginger. No fresh or unal- 
tered animal or vegetable matter 
could have remained in the solu- 
tion by nitric acid when sub- 
jected to the attempt at. reduc- 
tion; never opened a body so 
long after interment; nor one 
supposed to have died of ar- 
senic; never applied those tests 
to a stomach which contained* ar- 
senic before death, ('hristison 
says that there might arise a com- 
bination of syiTijitorns which 
alone would show the presence 
of arsenic. That, however, T 
consider a conjecture of his, and 
do not give it any weight. In 
skillful hands a grain of arsenic 
would certainly be detected in 
the stomach. 

Fehruarif 21, 

Thomaft G. Clem*ton. Before 
1826, was engaged in acquisition 
of ciiemicnl information in the 
Tnited States. In 1826 went to 
Europe, and in the fall of that 
year entered the y»ractical labora- 
toiy of Mr. Onultier de rh>wbry, 
at the same time attended the 
lectures of Thenard. Osiy-TiUssnc 
and Du Long, ns deliver<»d at the 
Sorbonne, Royal (''ollege of 
l^Vance. Tn 1827 (entered the 
practical laboratory of Laugier 
and Filler — and afterwards the 
pracJical laboratory Robi- 
quet; after which T gained ad- 
mittance to the Royal School of 
Mines and received my diploma 
as assayer; then came to the 
Ignited jStates in 18.S1. On the 
22d September, received^ a note 
from Dr. Hopkinson, desiring me 
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to assist in the examination of a 
stomach, supposed to contain 
poison. On the same day the 
stomach was opened in the 
laboratory of Dr. Mitchell, in 
the presence of JDr. Mitchell, Dr. 
Hopkinson and myself. The in- 
terior of the stomach was cov- 
ered by a brown semi-fluid sub- 
stance, to the amount of a table- 
spoonful. This being taken off, 
the stomach had rather a brown- 
ish hue; certain parts looked red- 
der than others, and the blood- 
vessels might be traced by a 
stronger expression of brown. 
This semi-fluid substance was 
washed, and the liquid coming 
from the insoluble part was 
tested. The first test used was 
the ammoniacal nitrate of silver, 
which amounted to nothing. The 
other tests, such as the ammoni- 
acal sulphate of copper and sul- 
phuretted hydrogen, gave no evi- 
dence of arsenic; had little con- 
fldence in them, knowing there 
was a presence of animal mat- 
ter. The stomach and a small 
portion of the duodenum, and 
the insoluble part of the semi- 
fluid were all treated with nitric 
acid, until we concluded that the 
animal matter was entirely de- 
stroyed. To the arseniate of 
lime we added a quantity of car- 
bon, sufficient to decompose the 
entire quantity of the arsenical 
acid and the lime. This was put 
into two tubes, and a small por- 
tion which remained was put in- 
to a third. Heat was applied to 
the flrst tube, and carried to a 
red heat; observed a ring; do not 
believe an arsenical ring, for that 
part of the tube which contained 
this ling was taken off and di- 
gested in nitric add; if it had 
been arsenic we would have dis- 
covered it by the tests. The mat- 
ter contained in the bottom of 


the tube was so exposed to the 
lamp, as that the carbon of the 
l^p should act upon that por- 
tion of the arseniate of lime 
which had not been in contact 
with the carbon in powder; we 
obtained an odor of arsenic. The 
second tube I exposed to the 
heat of the spirit lamp; was ex- 
pecting a ring, and the odor of 
arsenic struck me; looked round, 
and asked if any one was burn- 
ing arsenic? 1 found the end 
of the tube broken and the odor 
of arsenic still given out; called 
Dr. Hopkinson and Dr. Mitchell 
and the sen^ant to smell this 
odor; all agreed that it had the 
odor of arsenic ; know of no sub- 
stance which has the same odor, 
or an odor which resembles that 
of arsenic ; there are certain 
vegetable substances which do. 
Phosphuretted hydrogen is said 
to have the odor; account for 
the smell of the carbon in vapor 
from the lamp, coming in con- 
tact with the arseniate of lime 
not already decomposed. Tf in 
the examination of any mineral 
substance, 1 had discovered the 
same results, should have said 
they were traces of arsenic; be- 
lieve it was the odor of arsenic 
that smelled. 

Cross-examined. T believe it 
was the odor of arsenic ; was not 
made acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances attending the death 
of the individual whose stomach 
I was examining; was informed 
that the examination was made 
with reference to a suspicion of 
poisoning by arsenic. At the 
opening of the stomach do not 
recollect that any person was 
present but those I have named. 
During the course of the exam- 
ination, ^ persons occasionally 
dropped in. Dr. Hare was there, 
do not recollect seeing Dr. Togno 
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there. The first test used, the 
ammoniacal nitrate of silver, 
showed no characteristic preci- 
pitate; look upon this test as 
vague; as there was animal mat- 
ter, and unless there had been a 
great quantity of arsenic, it 
could not have been discovered. 
The second test showed no char- 
acteristic precipitate. The color 
of the water was grass-greeni^ ; 
know not whether onions or gin- 
ger will give such a green. Other 
substances produce an odor so 
like that of arsenic that one may 
be deceived. A man can smell 
the shadow of a shade of ar- 
senic; cannot say what quantity 
will give the odor. I cannot 
say whether arsenic can always 
be detected in a metallic state, 
when its presence may be ascer- 
tained by its odor, although we 
have the means of detecting the 
smallest visible or tangible par- 
ticles of arsenic. The fumes 
which emit the smell produce the 
metal. The fumes are the metal 
in a gaseous form. The same 
process might produce other 
metal than arsenic. It is pos- 
sible there might have been mer- 
cury in the stomach. In that 
case we would have had a nitrate 
of mercury. Where the liquid 
test fails, and a metal is pro- 
duced, it is neceasaiy*^ to apply 
tests to ascertain what the metal 
is. There are characteristics 
which the eye will detect so as to 
distinguish metals, arsenic in 
particular. In the tube in which 
the ring was formed, we sawed 
off the glass containing that jmr- 
tion of the volatilized matter. It 
was digested in nitric acid, and 
the proper test used, and we dis- 
covered no arsenic. 

Mr. Brown showed a small 
glass tube to the witness. 

There is mercury in the bot- 


tom of that tube. The tube con- 
tains n metallic ring of arsenic. 
I take the lighter ring to be such. 
This may be proved beyond 
doubt, by the correct application 
of heat to that part of the tube 
containing the ring. Zinc would 
be reduced by the same process 
we used. 

To the Court. When I have 
found arsenic by the blow-pipe, 
I have never been deceived in de- 
tecting it afterwards. When 
there is not arsenic sufficient to 
be weighed, we apply the term 
‘‘traces of arsenic,” in the de- 
scription of the analysis of a 
mineral. It is the metallic sub- 
stance that gives the odor. Or- 
fila is the best authority on poi- 
sons. Christison I do not con- 
sider as high class chemical au- 
thority as Berzelius, Gay-Lussac 
or Berthier. 

Israel Beacon. Am Keeper of 
the Penitentiary for the City 
and County of Philadelphia; 
knew the prisoner, Mina, by the 
name of Celestine Armentarius. 
He came into my custody con- 
victed of three charge's of lar- 
ceny; he remained until 01 h May, 
1831, when he was discharged 
by pardon 17th March, 1830 ; 
was in the habit of seeing him 
almost daily; never knew him to 
have a fit, nor ever heard of his 
having a fit. 

Cross-examined, Am princi- 
pal Keeper; do not remember 
Mina’s having been cupped in 
prison, nor do I remember the 
marks, when he came out. If a 
prisoner is sick, or placed in the 
hospital, he is alwavs reported to 
me. If he had had a convulsion 
fit, it would have been reported 
to me. He was emploved ^ in 
winding bobbins in the weaving 
department. 

Ellen Shaw (recalled). There 
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was a dispute arose about the 
carriage, between Mr. and Mrs. 
Chapman ; she wanted to go out. 
She said she wished to God he 
was gone, she was tired of him. 
She said she was mistress of her 
own house, and would do as she 
pleased. He said he could not 
spare the horse, for he wanted 
to break up the ground to put 


his potatoes in. She replied, she 
wanted the horse, and she must 
have him. She got the carriage 
and she and lino went. This was 
about three weeks before his 
death. I have heard Mr. C. say 
to Mrs. C., he was very uneasy 
about Lino’s being there — ^it was 
disturbing his peace. Mrs. C. 
replied that lino should not go. 


Mr. Ross offered to prove, by declarations of Mr. Chapman made 
in the absence of Mina and Mrs. Chapman, the dislike of Mr. C. 
towards Mina, and that he was the last person to whom he (Mr. C.) 
would have confided the care of his family. 

Mr. Brown objected upon the general principle that declarations 
in the absence of the interested party are not evidence; and upon 
the ground that the expressions of Mr. Chapman which they now 
offered to rebut, were brought out in their own examination. 

Mr. Ross offered the testimony to show that the inference which 
might be drawn from the letter to Watkinson was not true. It was 
also offered to falsify the statements of Mrs. Chapman, made to wit- 
nesses examined for the prosecution. 

The Court overruled the objection. The declaration of Mr. C. 
so far as he approved or disapproved the conduct of Mina at his 
house, would be evidence to show the state of feelings between the 
parties. 


Ellen Shaw. When Mina and 
Mrs. C. were absent three days, 
Mr. C. did nothing but run about 
the house like a crazy man. He 
cried. He said he did not know 
what to make of it. I told him, 
maybe they had gone to Mexico 
for they had talked about it. He 
said he should not be a bit sur- 
prised if they did run off to- 
gether; the way they were go- 
ing on. He said he wished the 
ship had sunk that he came over 
in; heard Mrs. C. say she ex- 
pected to go to Mexico in a few 
weeks. Their bed (Mr. and Mrs. 
C.’s) was sometimes made by 
Mary, and sometimes by Mr. C. 
Mrs. C. did not attend to it her- 
sdf because she was enaged with 
Lino. Sometimes he neglected 
to make it, or did not get it done 
when she wanted him to. She 
used to tell him if he didn’t get 


it done, he should have no break- 
fast. Mina had been two or 
three weeks at the house before 
he had any of his spells. He had 
no birds. 

Cross-examined. About two 
or three weeks before I left, 
heard Mrs. C. say she was going 
to Mexico; said she would have 
thousands then, where she had 
not dollars now. I told her Mina 
did not look to me like a man 
who had much. She introduced 
the conversation — she said he 
was a dear young man, and she 
was going to take him for her 
own son ; told her it was well she 
had not my eyes to look through, * 
or she would not think so. The 
children were not mentioned. I 
fold this to Mr. Chapman be- 
cause they stayed so long. It 
was on Sunday they went and 
not Monday ; heard Mina and 
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Mrs. Chapman talking about it, 
a week before I left them. It 
was a couple of weeks before I 
left them that they went away for 
three days. 1 heard them talk of 
it before they went to town, 
pretty soon after he came there. 
1 have often heard her talk of it, 
and have heard him too say he 
was going to Mexico ; never 
heard them say exactly they were 
going to Mexico together. 1 think 
I heard Mr. and Mrs. C. say 
something about sending William 
to Mexico; heard Mrs. C. talk 
about it, but not Mr. C.; heard 
Mina tell Mrs. C. that he would 
have the high fence (around the 
house) tom down, and have it 
fixed up in the Spanish fashion. 
Mr. C. used to hel]i Mar>" make 
the bed — putting the clothes off 
and on. This is what I mean by 
his making the bed; have seen 
him do it a great many times; 
have seen him making the bed 
while they were at breakfast. 

Be-eramined, 1 left because 
things went on so bad I did not 
wish to stay; do not know that 
Mrs. C. requested her husbcand 
to dismiss me. They had picked 
up a worthless old woman on the 
turnpike and they thought she 
would do ; went away of ray own 
accord. My children said it was 
too hard a place for me. When 
they saw her capers with Lino, 
they told me T must leave; had 
been talking about leaving, wish 
I had, and then I shouldn’t have 
been obliged to come to this 
plaguy trial. 

Edward B. Fanning, Mr. C. 
requested me to tarry with him 
through that night, being then a 
little after dark; “for,” said he, 
“I am very sick — ^when Don 
lino is sick, all attention must 
be paid to him, but now T am 
sick, I am deserted — I am left.” 


I tarried with him till 10 or 11 
o’clock, when Mrs. Chapman said 
to me, I will take care of him. 

Some time previous to this Mrs. 
C- and Mina had gone to Phila^ 
delphia, on a Sunday morning, 
and were expected by Mr. C. to 
return the same day, or on the 
following morning. They did not 
return until the third day. The 
second day after they went Mr, 
C. became very uneasy, “I be- 
lieve,” said he, “that this Mina is 
an impostor; a roguish fellow; 1 
would not bear such troubles for 
a large sum of money. I had 
rather be poor than to have my 
peace so disturbed. In all prob- 
ability their object is to tarry 
until the family has retired, 
and I would like to know whether 
they would be guilty of imf>roper 
conduct after they do return ; for 
if 1 know of their going together 
to Mina’s lodging-room 1 will be 
in there, and by • . . I’ll kill 
him,” or “take his life.” Do not 
speak the words exactly — it was 
to that effect. “T would not have 
my peace so disturbed W’ith this 
fellow,” said he, “and when he 
does return he shall leave my 
house — T will have him here no 
longer.” Mr. C. retired about 10 
or 11, requesting me to sit up 
until they returned; and in case 
they should return and go to- 
gether into Mina’s lodging-room 
to inform him immediately; re- 
mained up an hour; they did not 
come home and I then retired. 

CrnsF-eramined. This was in 
the month of .Tune; no one was 
present at this conversation. T 
had no acquaintance with Mr. C. 
before T camp to that house. Mr. 
C. said to me tbat^ his friends 
were on the other side of the At- 
lantic—that his wife’s affections 
were gone from him; he did not 
want to go to his neighbors with 
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this trouble — ^be confided in me as 
his friend, to whom he might 
communicate his sufferings; think 
William was with his mother; 
don’t know but Mr. Ash was with 
them also; thiltk 1 saw them 
start. Upon their return from 
Philadelphia Mrs. C. spoke of 
Mina’s trouble on account of th^ 
news of the death of his sister. 
Mina was in great distress for his 
sister; he went into the parlor 
and gave vent to his grief. Mr. 
C. mourned with him. He showed 
no displeasure towards Mina at 
this time. 

Mr. C. was not delirious in his 
illness when 1 saw him; have not 
been led to apprehend a charge 
against myself of administering 
improper medicines to him; am 
very confident Mrs. Chapman did 
not request me to go for a phy- 
sician. 

Dr. Allen Knight (recalled). 

Since Mr. C.’s death was 
called upon to attend Mina; 
never saw him in a fit; bled him, 
at his particular request. We 
treated Mr. C.’s disease as chol- 
era morbus. There was no invol- 
untary discharge per anum. He 
was not violent. 

Mary Hamilton. Lived at Mrs. 
Chapman’s during the last sum- 
mer; while there Mrs. C. was 
making preparations to go to 
Mexico with Don Lino. There 
was clothing made for herself 
and for the children. 

Cross-examined. Assisted in 
washing and ironing and sewed 
the most of the time ; was to wash 
and iron and plaif Don Lino’s 
shirts; three girls were sent for, 


a cook and a waiter; it was after 
Mrs. C. returned from New York 
and after she told me she was 
married, that she told me she 
was going to Mexico. 

February 22. 

Benjamin Boutcher (recalled). 
On Monday, before Mr. C. died, 
was mowing in the lot; a chicken 
came from Mr. Chapman’s yard, 
above the shed; it was coming 
across the road, and it died be- 
fore it got across. My son buriedi 
it. There were three chickens 
that died, that came across the 
road from Chapman’s yard; some 
of the ducks were dug up and I 
fetched the remains of them with 
me. 

Mr, Boss. What was the ap- 
pearance of the bones? 

Mr. Brown objected to any de- 
scription of the bones. It might 
savor of quackery, for him to 
say much about these ducks, but 
he thought the bones ought to be 
produced to speak for them- 
selves. He had no doubt they 
would speak with most miracu- 
lous organs. 

The objection was overruled. 

Boutcher. There was something 
white on the bones; in little fine 
pieces, and fairly glittered; broke 
one of the craws open; there 
was sometliing there similar to 
what was on the bones; wrapped 
them in a newspaper and put 
them in my hat when I started 
from home, brouglit them and 
left them in Mr. Ross’ office. The 
craw was full and appeared to 
be sound; there was nothing left 
but the craw and the bones; all 
the rest had wasted. 


MR. M’CALL, for the DEFENSE. 

Mr. McCcill: Gentlemen of the Jury — ^It is difidcult for 
me to express to you the feelings with which I rise to address 
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you on behalf of Mrs. Lucretia Chapman. Personally a 
stranger to you all, with neither experience nor ability to 
entitle me to attention, I stand before you in defense of a 
ruined female, whose character,' and life, and all that is 
sacred and precious to her in humanity, are staked upon the 
issue of your decision. 

The Commonwealth has now closed the evidence on which 
it asks you to destroy that character and to take away that 
life. All that zeal, and industry, and talent, — all that the 
machinery of a vigilant police, guided by skill, and urged 
on by an unparalleled public feeling, could accumulate for 
the destruction of this defendant, has been exhausted and 
laid before you. Her every word and action — ^the very ex- 
pression of her features, and the color of her dress, have been 
brought in judgment against her. She has passed through a 
terrible ordeal; and with you it will ere long rest to decide 
in what manner she has sustained the trial. With a patience 
highly honorable and commensurate with the occasion, you 
have listened to the evidence which, during a whole week, 
has been poured upon you. If its volume be any criterion of 
its strength, the learned gentleman who opened the prose- 
cution may have been right in saying that it would irresist- 
ably lead you to a conviction of the defendant’s guilt. Be- 
fore adverting to the disparity between that statement and 
the proof, let me express my entire concurrence with some 
of the sentiments which fell from him in his opening re- 
marks. He did not too forcibly depict to you the horrid 
nature of the crime with which the defendant is charged. I 
declare to you that I can conceive of nothing more fiendlike 
and unnatural — ^more deserving of utter abhorrence and ex- 
ecration. All human iniquity is summed up in the Treason. 
But the malignity of the crime only renders more improbable 
its occurrence, and dictates the greater caution in the in- 
vestigation, lest, shocked and carried away by the very 
thought of the offense, the mind lose that even and impartial 
balance which is essential to the due administration of justice. 

This remark, just in its general application, is in this case 
peculiarly appropriate. The defendant, gentlemen, appeared 
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at this bar under circumstances appalling even to innocence 
itself. I allude to the extraordinary excitement ; to the preju- 
dice — bitter, vindictive, universal — ^which threatened to crush 
and overwhelm her. Ferretted like a beast of prey by a 
kennel of deep mouthed calumniators, the public mind was 
grossly preoccupied and abused in relation to her character 
and conduct. Exaggeration held the pencil, and it spared 
no colors that could render the portrait odious and disgust- 
ing. She was pictured as a very monster, formed to adorn 
a niche in the gallery of infamy — another Messalina. The 
press, too— that mighty engine of instruction that pervades 
every comer of our country — which reaches every cottage, 
and extends its influence to every mansion, — ^lent its aid to 
blacken and to villify her. Who could appreciate the effect 
of all this upon even the m(»t honest heart? We have seen 
it displayed by some of the witnesses in this cause, who build 
their faith upon newspaper statements, and who judge of the 
defendant and her actions “by the way in which things have 
turned out.” Believe me, gentlemen, the mind cannot en- 
counter a more formidable peril in its voyage towards the 
truth. The danger is not the less because it is unfelt and 
unseen, till, drawn within its eddying vortex, reason’s frail 
bark struggles in vain against the insidious influence that 
hurries it to ruin. 

However it may have operated on the public in general, 
the defendant believes that here prejudice can have no in- 
fluence. On you, the sworn ministers of this Sacred Temple, 
whom duty raises superior to every passion and unholy feel- 
ing, she throws herself with perfect confldence in the justice 
of your decision. During the course of this trial she has 
shrunk frem no investigation; she has courted scrutiny; in- 
vited examination — and she has had no cause to repent it. 
It has removed prejudices; it has cleared up mystery; it has 
hushed the cry of popular excitement; above all, it has ex- 
hibited in beautiful relief throughout the conduct and the 
conversation of this defendant, that greatest and best of vir- 
tues — ^tmth. I tmst it will be a strong shield of defense to 
Her in this cause. Various as are the channels through which 
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they have reached you, her statements, even in the minutest 
particulars, exhibit a consistency truly extraordinary. It will 
be proved to you that all the varieties of food to which she 
is said to have attributed Chapman’s illness, and which have 
been caught at as proofs of a guilty inconsistency, were in 
reality eaten by him at different meals on the day he was 
taken sick. Equally unsupported by the facts of the case 
are some other sweeping and unqualified statements of my 
learned friend. The bloated catalogue of vice and crime 
which swelled his opening remarks has dwindled into a 
meagre compass. He spoke of the defendant’s barbarous 
treatment of her husband during his last illness, and her 
refusal to administer the miedieines prescribed by the physi- 
cian. In addition to the testimony already before you, which 
neither shows any such refusal or want of attention on her 
part, it will be proved to you that when she was compelled to 
absent herself from her husband’s chamber, his two eldest 
daughters were in constant attendance at his bedside. 

lie spoke, too, of adulterous intercourse between the de- 
fendant and Mina: the motive to the criim^ — ^the motive on 
which this indictment is built. And yet tin* injuj’ed liusband 
receives with open arms the usurj)er of his bed, and wi‘ej>s 
and sympathizes with one whom he btdieves to be the violator 
of his peace, his honor, and his happiness ! 

To dwell upon the evidence of tlie cause is beyond the 
sphere of my prcscmt duty. With these general remarks, 1 
shall pass to the circumstances which constitute tlu^ defense. 

An individual at an advanced period of life, aft(*r a liea!*ty 
supper on highly indigestible food, in the heat of summer, is 
seized with symptoms of acute disease*, and t(»rniinates his 
career after an illness of five days. He is decently and reg- 
ularly interred, attended by his friends and neighbors. The 
physicians who ministered their art in vain, thought it an 
ordinary case of cholera nuorbus. All thought that the glass 
of life had quietly exhausted iteelf without being shaken by 
any unnatural agent. 

Subsequent events, however, disturbed this calm. Sus- 
picion, which never sleeps, whispers in the ear of public cur- 
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iosity the horrible idea of poison, and fastens its envenomed 
fang on the wife of the deceased The public mind is bar* 
rowed up by dreadful surmises. It demands a victim; it 
cries aloud f oy vengeance— it will only be satisfied with a imb* 
lie spectade. Shame to human nature! that man should de- 
light in the contemplation of his brother’s guilt, to feed his 
own sdf-love by the comparison. 

The body is taken up from its repose of death, but it ex- 
hibits no appearances that may not have been produced by 
natural disease. Chemistry is called into the investigation, 
but fails in detecting any deleterious agent. Still, the mind 
predisposed to a conclusion of guilt, sets fancy to work and 
puts recollection on the track of past events. The most tri- 
fling incidents that would before have passed unnoticed are 
now swelled and ma g n i fi ed into monstrous proofs of guilt. 
Innocence has no shidd against such attacks; character is no 
protection. 

Gentlemen, you have before you the substance of my cli- 
ent’s defense: that in the course of the mysterious dispen- 
sation which awaits us all, it pleased Providence, by means of 
ordinary disease, to remove William Chapman to his final 
account; that the Commonwealth has failed in establishing 
the grand and primary fact that he was poisoned at all — 
much less that his death is in any manner to be attributed to 
the agency of the defendant; that my client, hunted down, 
has fallen into the toils which her own imprudence has spread 
around her. I cannot but indulge the belief that if her con- 
duct is viewed by you with Ihe unbiased spirit which the law 
requires of you as jurors, your own sense of justice will re- 
volt at the idea of making it the instrument of convicting a 
wife and a mother of the most enormous atrocity of which 
human nature is capable. Of one thing I am certain — that 
you may search the records of deception from the very birth 
of time, and you will not find a more miserable instance of 
tmsuspecting confidence the victim of calculating villainy, 
than is presented by this living monument of infatuation. It 
is my duty to repeat to you how, beguiled by the cursed fraud 
of the wretch who stands indicted with her, she linked her 
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destinies to his, and by this radi, but when you have heard 
its motives, I trust you will say, innocent step, she has evoked 
the storm of public censure, and brought down upon her 
head the fury of this prosecution. 

Gentlemen, the defendant is the daughter of a respectable 
citizen of Massachusetts, who helped to fight the battles of 
our revolution, and transmitted to his children the rich in- 
heritance of an honorable name. Endowed by nature with 
no ordinary faculties, she made their cultivation the means 
of her support and usefulness. Since the age of seventeen 
years, die has been employed in the arduous and responsible 
duties of forming the morals and the minds of a large num- 
ber of young persons who have been entrusted to her care, 
first, in her native state, and subsequently in the city of Phil- 
adelphia. She remained for more than a year in the capacity 
of assistant teacher in the very respectable Seminary of Mrs. 
Le Bran in that city, and after leaving her became the prin- 
cipal of a similar institution. During this period she gave 
satisfactory evidence of her ability as an instructress, and 
sustained an unblemished moral reputation. As the best 
proof of it, I mean to call witnesses from those over whose 
education she presided, and from among those who reposed 
in her the highest confidence that one person can repose in 
another, by entrusting the lives and the intellectual and moral 
improvement of their children to her care. 

In the year 1818 she contracted a matrimonial alliance 
with her late husband, who, becoming possessed of a remedy 
for obstructions of speech, established a school for the relief 
of persons laboring under those defects. They remained in 
Philadelphia until the year 1828, when they removed to An- 
dalusia, in this county, a spot well known to all of you, and 
which will long be rendered memorable, by the events which 
have given rise to this prosecution. .Their union, I must not 
forget to add, was crowned with harmony. It will be proved 
to you, that from the time of their marriage, till the event 
that dissolved it, they lived in the enjoyment of as large a 
share of domestic happiness as ordinarily falls to the lot of 
mortals. 
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On the .9th of May last, the cartain opens upon the scene 
whose conclusion, 1 trust, is witnessed in the transactions of 
this day. On the evening of that day, as the family were 
collected in the sitting room, a stranger claimed admittance. 
The door was opened by one of the pupils, and not by Mr. 
Chapman, as Ellen Shaw told you, and the stranger, dressed 
in the garb of miseiy, petitioned for a night’s lodging. In 
reply to an intimation from Mr. Chapman that there was a 
public house in the neighborhood, he said that he had already 
been refused admittance there on account of his poverty. 
Well had it been for this defendant had she, too, closed her 
doors upon him. But actuated only by the purest and kind- 
est feelings, she readily accorded him admittance. It was 
no unusual occurrence. Let it not be forgotten, to her honor, 
now when every vice and eveiy crime is imputed to her, that 
there was in that house a beggar’s room— devoted to the hos- 
pitable reception of the forlorn and destitute. 

That stranger, as you already know, was Mina. Gentle- 
men, I do not ask whether yon blame the defendant for re- 
ceiving him, for I am confident that your hearts respond to 
the feeling that dictated that reception. The dawn of the 
connection between these individuals is bright and radiant 
with the holy light of universal charity — that charity which 
stops not to count the cost and calculate the gain — ^but which 
only sees in misery an object for relief. This monster of 
cruelty — ^this paragon of vice, as they would have you be- 
lieve her to be — when she welcomed the miserable outcast 
that had been spurned from the gate of selfishness, only acted 
in accordanc with the dictates of our blessed religion : he was 
an hungered, and she gave him meat; he was thirsty, and 
she gave him drink; he was a stranger, and she took him in; 
naked, and she clothed him. The history which he related of 
his misfortunes you have already in part heard. I shall con- 
tent myself, therefore, with a very brief recital. He repre- 
sented himself as the son of the Governor of California, the 
heir to immense wealth and distinguished rank. He said that 
he had left his paternal roof in the company of a friend, 
for the purpose of foreign travd: that in Paris, his com- 
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panion died suddenly; and that all his property, together 
with that of Miiia, which happened to be in the same apart- 
ment, was confiscated by his Most Christian Majesty. This 
unforsecii accident left him in a strange land, without friends 
or pecuniary resources. Recollecting that he had a relative 
in the United States, he directed his course to this country. 
He arrived at Boston too late to see his relation, who luid 
taken his departure for Mexico; but learning that a friend 
of his, named Corsanova, an individual who plays a very 
conspicuous part in these transactions, was then at the resi- 
dence of Joseph Bonaparte, he bent his steps towards tlje 
mansion of that gentleman. From his ignorance of the coun- 
try, instead of stopping at Bordentown, he was carried in the 
steamboat to Philadelphia, when he was sci/AMl with a violent 
attack of disease. Restored to his health by the charitable 
assistance of a physician, he had set out on foot to proa<*cute 
his original purjjose of visiting his friend at the Count s. 
It was on the evening of the first day of his journey, that 
he solicited a shelter from the hospitable inmates of Anda- 


lusia, and imposed on their unsuspecting credulity, the story 
of which I have given you a mere abstract without athmipting 
any of its emlndlishments. Its truth or its falsehood is not 
now a matter for your consideration. Fanciful and extrav- 
agant as it may appear, it obtained implicit credence. So 
deeply rooted is our affection for the marvelous, that there is 
little beyond the scope of human belief, especially when it 
comes from the lips of misery, and surprises the judgment 


through the avenues of the heart. 

It is enough, however, for my client, that she was not the 
only one who gave credit to the tale. Mr. Chapman, himwlf, 
was perfectly satisfied with its truth. Part of it he tested by 
the evidence of his OAvn vision. He examined the person of 
MiTia; and found on him unequivocal marks of disease, and 
of the cups which he said the physician had applied. 

Mina arrived at Andaluwa on the 9th of May. On the 
11th, the defendant, at the request of Mr. ChapiMn, accom- 
panied him to the residence of Joseph Bonaparte, 

purpose of seeing the friend of whom he had spoken. Thia 
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friend, as you may suppose, was not to be found; but what 
served to increase the delusion of this unfortunate woman, 
she was told that some Spaniards had been there and taken 
their leave but few days before. 

Firmly impressed with the belief of the reality of his pre- 
tensions, Mr. and Mrs. Chapman determined to give Mina 
an a^lum under their roof until he could commmnicate his 
situation to his father, and obtain relief from that source to 
which nature pointed him. 

In the prosecution of this design, they wrote the letters 
which you have heard read, informing Mina’s parents that 
he had found a home in the bosom of their family, where he 
would receive every attention which his situation and rank 
demanded. These letters, Mina, accompanied by Mrs. Chap- 
man, took to Mr. de Cuesta, the Mexican Commercial Agent 
in Philadelphia, who is now in court, and will be called as a 
witness, for the purpose of having them forwarded to Mexico. 
Mrs. Chapman left Mina at the house of that gentleman, and 
on returning, after an absence of several hours, found him 
partaking of the hospitality of his board, and to all appear- 
ances treated with the respect due to his pretensions. Was 
there any longer room for doubt ? If a suspicion of his char- 
acter had ever flashed across her mind, that suspicion was 
now dispelled. Had the intelligence of the Consul discov- 
ered the falsehood of Mina’s representations, would he not 
have unmasked the impostor, and saved her from the peril 
to which she was exposed! Mr. de Cuesta, unacquainted 
with her and her concerns, did not feel himself called on to 
make known his suspicion, and thus became the involuntary 
means of conflrming the delusion under which she acted. This 
was not the only occasion in which Mina availed himself of 
the respectable name of the Mexican Consul in the execution 
of his schemes. You will remember that on the 16th of 
June he forged a letter to Mr. Chapman, purporting to be 
signed by Mr. de Cuesta, expressing his grateful acknowl- 
edgments for the kindness displayed towards his country- 
man, and his intention riiorily to retom his thRnkR to him 
in person. 
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Mina, thus domiciled at Andalusia, was treated with all 
the tenderness of parental affection. He proposed to remain 
three years in the family of his benefactor for the purpose 
of acquiring the English language. He ranked himself as a 
pupil, and, as a reward for her instruction, Mrs. Chapman 
was to receive the sum of six thousand dollars. The gen- 
erosity of Mina’s promises, accorded, indeed, with the lofti- 
ness of his pretensions. His gratitude knew no limits. He 
undertook to fit up the house and grounds in the Mexican 
style, and as a mark of his grateful recollection of their ser- 
vices, in a paper purporting to be his last will and testament, 
he bequeathed fifteen thousand dollars to the defendant, and 
a similar sum to her husband. 

It is natural to suppose that the kindness which sprung 
originally from sympathy for distress, was influenced by his 
brilliant tales — of mines of silver — of rank and honors— of 
Mexican liberality and munificence. For though I advocate 
the innocence of my client, I do not mean to claim for her 
an exemption from the ordinary feelings and attributes of 
human nature. The wretched outcast^ — the suitor for a 
night’s lodging, was now invested with a claim to regard 
more powerful than any which misery could afford. Self- 
interest may in part have dictated the conduct which they, 
Mr. Chapman no less than the defendant, pursued towards 
Mina, and which is now to be made the instrument of her 
destruction. It cannot be doubted that even down to the 
period of Chapman’s death, Mina w^as the object of his re- 
spect, confidence and affectionate regard. It is clearly proved 
by the deep and sympathetic interest which you are told he 
exhibited in Mina’s afSiction for the pretended loss of his sis- 
ter — ^by the order for the suit of mourning, on Mr. Watkin- 
son, and by an additional order, which will be read to you, 
on Mr. Fassitt, of .Philadelphia, dated as late as the 15th of 
June, for the payment of money to Don Lino. 

The frequency of the association between the defendant 
and her pupil, which is urged as evidence of a guilty com- 
bination, is explained in the most satisfactory manner by the 
interest which his supposed misfortunes created; his liability 
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to violent attacks of disease which required immediate as- 
sistance; and still further, by the domestic arrangements of 
the household. The feeble health and quiet disposition of 
Mr. Chapman compelled him to withdraw from the more bus- 
tling duties of the institution. The active management — 
the principal control and superintendance of the out-door, 
as well as in-door concern9, devolved upon the defendant. 
She was therefore from necessity in the habit of social in- 
tercourse and familiarity with her pupils. It will be proved 
that she frequently accompanied them in their walks and 
rides. It will be farther proved that she never went to Phil- 
adelphia with Mina unless in the company of a third per- 
son. 

Sueh was the situation of the parties at Andalusia at the 
period referred to in this indictment. In relation to the 
transactions which form the immediate subject of that in- 
dictment, the defendant will endeavor to afford you every 
information in her power. It cannot be expected that she 
should be able to prove to you whether she gave his medicine 
or that medicine to her husband during his illness, or that 
she closed her windows at this or that particular hour of the 
day. She will give you all the light that she can. She has, 
it is true, neither ducks nor chickens, nor exhumed bones, to 
present to your consideration. I mistake — ^there is one 
chicken which I must immediately introduce to your notice, 
and that chicken was purchased from Mr. Boutcher him- 
self. 

The poison is alleged in this indictment to have been ad- 
ministered in chicken soup. The whole stoiy of the soup 
and chicken, as you have heard it from the lips of Ann Ban- 
tom, carries absurdity on its very face. Instead of asking 
you to believe that in a family avowedly economical, an en- 
tire chicken should have been thrown into the yard uneaten 
and untouched, a story so improbable as at once to excite 
suspicion, we shall present to you the testimony of a daugh- 
ter of Mrs. Chapman, who partook with impunity of this 
very soup, thus alleged as the deadly vehide of poison, who 
^nll tdl you, what is supported by all the probabilities of the 
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case, that the greater part of the chicken, which was a small 
one, was eaten by her father, while he scarcely tasted the 
soup. 

The death of her husband, which took place on the 23rd 
of June, threw the defendant, and those most dear to her 
affections, helpless and unprotected, on the broad bosom of 
the world. It M^as then that Mina, cloaking the malignity of 
a demon under the mask of a sacred obligation imposed by a 
dying man, told her that Mr. Chapmian, in his final hour, 
had enjoined on him to be a protector to her, and a father to 
his children, and ensnared her into the act which lias proved 
the grand source of all her difficulties. As a reason for their 
immediate marriage, he urged his desire to return witliout 
delay to Mexico, and the customs of his own country, which 
regarded such a marriage as involving no breach of decorum 
or offense to public sentiment. The defendant yielded to his 
solicitations, and, in the expectation of immediately leaving 
her country, she brought her .sister and her family from their 
residence at Syracuse, in the States of New York, to take up 
their home at Andalusia, where they have remained till tliis 
day. 

It is not my wish, even were it in my power, to follow this 
master of deception, Mina, through all the scenes of folly, 
falsehood, and fraud, which have developed themselvc^s ilur- 
ing the course of this trial. The mind is bewildered in the 
maze. So young, yet so accomplished in villainy — with a 
subtlety of genius and fertility of resource that elude every 
difficulty, with no moral principle to check him in his wild 
career— deception seems his very clement — the ruin of others 
his pastime and delight. To him the forgery of a certificate 
or a draft is a trifling operation. He first marries and then 
plunders the victim of his arts; and yet, by circumstances 
artfully interwoven, and a plausibility rarely surpassed, he 
contrives to allay the suspicions which his injuries had begun 
to excite. It was not till Mina was publicly arrested at Bos- 
ton as a common felon, that the veil was completely removed 
from her vision, and she awoke as from the illusions of a 
dream to the awful realities of the precipice on whose brink 
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she was standing, and from which I trust it will be your duty 
as well as pleasure to rescue and deliver her. 

I have thus endeavored to present to yon as plainly and 
briefly as I could, the situation of the parties at Andalusia, 
and the transactions which occurred since the time that Mina 
appears upon the stage. When to these explanations of what 
may be deemed equivocal in the defendant’s conduct, shall 
be added the respectable testimonials of a good character 
which her past life enables her to produce, I trust you will 
hesitate long before you belieye that one against whom ac- 
cusation has never dared to point its finger, should all at 
once plunge from the proud height of an honorable reputa- 
tion, to the lowest deep of perfidy and crime. 

You will examine her conduct with the humane and char- 
itable eye that becomes your office. You will weigh it in the 
balance of human infirmity. To the charge of folly and in- 
discretion she pleads guilty, with sincere contrition; but she 
asserts her innocence of crime. Many of those follies and in- 
discretions may have flowed from the kindest and best of 
feelings, and investing them with their darkest and most 
malignant coloring, they .cannot afford any reasonable evi- 
dence of the atrocious crime with which is charged. For 
them she has already most grievously answered at the bar 
of public opinion — ^pursued by the whips and scorns of prej- 
udice and suspicion. 

You will remember, too, and it cannot be too strongly im- 
pressed upon yoiu* minds, that the evidence you have heard 
has been far from substantiating that all-important and 
essential fact laid in the indictment, that William Chapman 
died by the administration of poison. Indeed, from the evi- 
dence and considerations which will be submitted to yon, it 
is highly probable that he came to his death by natural dis- 
ease. For the purpose of satisfying you on this point, I shall 
immediately adduce to you medical evidence of the highest 
respectability. 

Under all the circumstances, I trust that your humanity 
and your consciences will induce you to say by your verdict, 
that the proofs which the Comimonwealth has exhibited to 
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you, are much, too feeble to take away the life of a human 
being. 

THE WITNESSES FOB THE DEFENSE. 


Franklin Bache, M. Ann 
professor of chemistry in the 
Franklin Institute, and College 
of Pharmacy, in the city of Phil- 
adelphia. l^e symptoms of pois- 
oning by arsenic are very di- 
versified; they have certain gen- 
eral characters, to which there are 
numerous exceptions. The most 
general symptoms are such as 
occur in cholera morbus and vio- 
lent colic; such as puking and 
purging; general distress at the 
pit of the stomach; cold per- 
spirations; towards the end of 
the sj^inptoms, coldness of the ex- 
tremities; lividness: sometimes a 
metallic austere taste in the 
mouth; burning in the stomach; 
before death, convulsions very 
frequently suiiervene; there are 
cases on record where a very few 
S3^mptoms of indisposition have 
been manifested; the symptoms 
produced by arsenic ore so vari- 
ous that no satisfactory conclu- 
sion can be drawn from them in 
proof of poisoning by arsenic; 
variation in the symptom may 
depend on the age and consti- 
tution and the quantity of poison. 
Have never treated a case of real 
or reputed poison by arsenic; 
poisoning by arsenic has various 
phases; sometimes there is no 
puking, but diarrhoea alone; and 
sometimes neither; five or six 
grains will produce death, or 
less, if there is no vomiting. All 
appearances considered to char- 
acterize arsenical cases, occur in 
other diseases. Arsenic often 
produces violent inflammation of 


the stomach, but the appearances 
in death by yellow fever are very 
similar; cholera may produce vi- 
olent inflammation of the stom- 
ach; have no opinion on the ef- 
fect of arsenic to hasten or retard 
putrefaction, except what 1 de- 
rive from books. Orfila says it 
has no effect either way — and lie 
is the highest authority 1 know; 
it preserves locally, without hav- 
ing effect on other portions of 
the frame; bodies may be pre- 
sented unusually long from pe- 
culiar circumstances, such ns the 
condition of the body as to lean- 
ness or obesity; state of the 
ground; or nature of tlie disease. 

Arsenic is tliat poison which is, 
perhaps, most easily detected a 
long time after death; its mineral 
nature, ])reventiiig its being lost. 
It can be detected in very minute 
quantity; some authorities state 
that the 200th part of a grain 
may be detected. Proofs of the 
existence of arsenic are made out 
chemically by tests on one hand, 
and reduction on the other. The 
tests, when they yield the cliarac- 
teristic appearances, furnish a 
strong proof of the presence of 
arsenic; but the reduction of the 
metal is more conclusive. The ex- 
hibition of the poison in its me- 
tallic stale is the best evidence the 
case admits of ; and, in my opin- 
ion, can always be effected when 
the liquid tests indicate arsenic. 
The' reason why I consider reduc- 
tion a better evidence than pre- 
cipitation by the liquid tests, is, 
that precipitates are more likely 


* Dr. Bache did not appear in court, but his deposition was read by 
Mr. McCall. 
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to be mistaken in their character 
than metallic arsenic. Would not 
be willing to decide on the pres- 
ence of arsenic without reduc- 
tion. I think that if the mineral 
were present in sufficient quan- 
tity to preserve the body, it could 
be readily detected. Reduction is 
the most decisive test; think the 
alliacious odor is not to be de- 
pended upon, because other sub- 
stances have some analogy in 
odor. 

Cross-examined, Do not rec- 
ollect having seen a ease of 
cholera, in which such burning 
heat in the stomach, as is de- 
scribed in this case. The lividity 
described is one of the appear- 
ances after death in cases of 
poison by arsenic. From the 
symptoms detailed, should cer- 
taily say Mr. C. did not die of 
an affection of the head ; if there 
is no vomiting, less than 5 or 6 
gr. may kill. Phosphorus has a 
smell somewhat alliacious ; in this 
case, phos]>horiis could not be 
present in the body; but phos- 
phoretted hydrogen, which has a 
smell somewhat alliacious, and 
which is sometimes the result of 
putrefaction, might possibly be 
present. Zinc is said to have a 
smell somewhat like garlic, but I 
have never ]>erceived it. The 
smell of garlic itself, in cases of 
examination soon after death, 
might be mistaken by the inex- 
perienced for the alliacious 
smell produced by arsenic; think 
garlic could not have been pres- 
ent after so long an interment as 
in this case. Nothing else that 
occurs to me will produce the 
alliacious smell 

Dr. Joseph Tofjno. Am a prac- 
titioner of medicine ; studied with 
Dr. Chapman and graduated in 
the University of Pennsylvania ; 


have delivered lectures on anat- 
omy, physiology, comparative 
anatomy, and medical jurispru- 
dence. Dr. J. K. Mitchell in- 
vited me to his laboratory every 
time that any thing interesting 
was going on. One day I found 
him busily enaged with his friend 
Mr. Clemson, whom I had never 
seen before; and who was intro- 
duced to me my Dr. Mitchell; 
they proceeded to their examina- 
tion; a solution, which was said 
to be that produced from certain 
manipulations of the stomach of 
a Mr. Chapman was over a spirit 
lamp for the purpose of condens- 
ing the fluid. Dr. Mitchell and 
Mr. Clemson tried two tests in 
my presence; the one was nitrate 
of silver; this trial failed in ob- 
taining the desired result. I was 
convinced of this, and so was Dr. 
Mitchell and Mr, Clemson. The 
ammoniacal sulphate of copper 
was then applied, and this test 
also failed in producing the de- 
sired result. I examined a glass 
jar, in which was the stomach of 
Mr. Chapman; the stomach was 
in spirit of wine; took it in my 
hands, and found there was a 
cut through the coats of the stom- 
ach, which exposed its cavity; T 
turned the inside out and the 
whole surface presented one uni- 
form pale color resembling a 
piece of tripe after being washed, 
with the exception of two dark 
purple spots of the size of a cent, 
and T believe that they were on 
the posterior part of this cavity, 
at about a distance of one inch 
from each other. The stomach 
was somewhat hardened by the 
spirit in which it had been 
plunged, and its apparent con- 
sistency increased by this proc- 
ess; the two snots spoken of 
were a mere cadaverous phenom- 
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enon, the settling of the blood by 
its specific gravity in the most 
depending parts of the stomach. 

Sulphuretted hydrogen will de- 
tect any metal; the detection of 
arsenic is exhibited by a canary 
yellow precipitate; the reduction 
of the metal is the best test of 
arsenic ; believe a portion as 
small as the 200th or 300th part 
of a grain has been obtained; do 
not believe there could be arsenic 
enough to resist putrefaction in 
the stomach, which could not be 
detected by the regular process; 
should not feel myself authorized 
to say there was arsenic from the 
liquid tests without reducing the 
metal. All the symptoms detailed 
by Dr. Phillijjs, accompany cases 
of cholera morbus. Cases of vio- 
lent indigestion would present 
very much the symptoms detailed 
in tliis court by various persons. 

For the o/)inions ex])ros8ed, I 
rely on Orfila and Montmahou; 
Berzelius 1 should put first as a 
chemical authority. Christison is 
a distinguished authorit.y; should 
say, from the sym]itoms, post 
mortem examination, and chem- 
ical tests, that William Chapman 
did not die of arsenic. 

Cross-evammed, The general 
symj)toms of poisoning by arse- 
nic are violent vomiting, one, 
two, or more hours after taking 
the poison, a constriction of 
the throat; pain and burning 
in the stomach; great lassitude, 
disabling the individual almost to 
move; after the vomitings have 
continued some time, thirst; and 
if this state continue, purging 
follows; the circulation is slow, 
and participates in the general 
prostration of the vital powers; 
there are nervous symptoms, such 
as convulsions, and at times the 
loss of the intellectual faculties. 


The reason why T lielieve he did 
not die of arsenic is, that no ar- 
senic has been found; have no 
testimony that he did die of 
"arsenic from the exhumation ; 
there was no appearance in the 
stomach that induced me to be- 
lieve Im did die of arsenic; my 
reason is this; that at the time 
Dr. Mitchell stated that the mu- 
cous membrane was detached, 
which was an evident proof of «n 
advanced stage of putrefaction, 
which must have destroyed all 
the appearances which existed 
during life. There was no ap- 
pearance in the stomach that he 
did not die of arsenic. He had 
not any one symptom that any 
person dying of arsenic would 
not have. Believe the stomach 
was in spirits of wine; should 
put greater reliance on the symp- 
toms and the exhumation if the 
tests had not failed; these fail- 
ing, their failure reacts upon the 
symptoms and exhumation. If 
the poison had been found 
then T should say that the 
symptoms and appearances were 
to be regarded, to show that the 
poison was in the body during 
life, and not put in after death: 
if there is no arsenic found, all 
symptoms and exhumation go for 
nothing; in a word, no poison — 
no 7>oisoning — no cause — no ef- 
fect; consider that the symptoms, 
exhumation, and tests, are no ev- 
idence that he died of arsenic; 
the symptoms, exhumation, and 
tests satisfy me that he did not 
die of arsenic; if arsenic enough 
had been given to produce death, 
it could be found, and because 
upon the proper testa being em- 
nloyed, it was not detected, in- 
fer' he did not die of poison; 
there is one case recorded in Or- 
fila, of a man who was supposed 
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to have ^ed by arsenici and no 
trace of it found afterwards, but 
it is not believed to be true; such 
cases are not believed by persons 
who cultivate medical jurispru- 
dence; Christisbn, as well as Or- 
fila, always they have analyzed 
the contents of the stomach of 
persons dying by arsenic, havo 
found it by reduction; the al- 
liacious odor, as a single test, 
standing by itself, ought to be 
entirely discarded. Whenever the 
fumes are sufficient to impart this 
smell, the metal may be reduced. 

Col. Estanislao Be Cueeta. Am 
Consul of the Mexican Govern- 
ment, for the city of Philadel- 
phia. On 17th May, 1831, two 
persons came to my office, one 
saluted me in Spanish, telling me 
that he was an unhappy Mex- 
ican, whose name was Lino Am- 
alio Espos y Mina, and request- 
ing me to hear his misforutnes; 
the other was Mrs. Chapman. He 
said he was a Mexican whose fa- 
ther, he said, was governor of 
California, and his mother in 
Mexico. His rich grandfather 
sent him with an English gentle- 
man to Europe for some years, 
that he might see the world ; they 
went to the city of Mexico 
where his mother recommended 
them to Mr. Taylor, Consul of 
the U. S. at Vera Cruz, who re- 
ceived them into his house and 
too their passage for France; 
they arrived in France, but in a 
few days the English gentleman 
died suddenly; the English Con- 
sul took away all their trunks 
and money ; he told him a part of 
those things belonged to him, but 
the Consul would not believe 
him ; a gentleman gave him $100 
and he came to Boston, having a 
relation in that place, and hav- 
ing heard that his grandfather 


had money in a bank there; was 
disappointed in learning that his 
relation had gone to Mexico; de- 
termined to come on to New 
York, to see if he could find a 
friend of his who he was told 
was at Joseph Bonaparte’s; went 
there and could not find him ; de- 
termined to come to Philadelphia 
by land; went to a tavern to ask 
for something to eat, and a room 
to rest; he had no money; they 
would not give him anything; 
saw a country house where he 
stopped to ask for the same 
thing; he told them his stoiy; 
they said he had better remain 
there until he found some friend 
or received news from his fam- 
ily; he accepted the offer; they 
took him to Bonaparte’s; they 
could not see him and came back 
again; he requested me to send 
the letters which he had in his 
hand to his family, and until he 
received an answer he said he 
would wait in the house of the 
lady who was with him, and who 
was the virtuous, kind and hos- 
pitable wife of the gentleman of 
that house. 

I remarked to him that I could 
not believe his story, because of 
his manners, and his bad lan- 
guage, did not show him to be 
such a man as he would have me 
believe; he said he did not know 
where his father was, or whether 
he was Governor or not, for he 
had only heard it from his grand- 
&ther; his father was in some 
high employment, and he thought 
it was Governor; then asked him 
where was the place at which he 
had resided ; he could not give 
me any answer; I asked where 
his mother lived in the city of 
Mexico; knew from his answer 
that he had never been in Mex- 
ico, and told him so; asked him 
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for his passport; he replied he 
had none; I then asked him for 
his certificate of baptism, which 
all of my countrymen carry with 
them; he said his passport was 
in his friend’s power, and he did 
not know what had become of it, 
and the certificate of baptism was 
in his trunk with many other doc- 
uments which had all been taken 
away; told him 1 'would >vrite to 
the American Consul and send 
him the letters he had given me 
for his family; which were di- 
rected to the care of the Consul 
at Vera Cruz. He said he would 
write another letter to his mother. 
The lady said she wished to at- 
tend to some business and would 
call again in one hour, to take 
him back wnth her. The lady did 
not come back at half fiast three 
o’clock; I asked Mina if he would 
come with me and take dinner; 
it being a custom in my country, 
that when a person is called to 
dinner, he invites the stranger 
with him ; but it is customary al- 
so, that the stranger never ac- 
cepts such invitation, because it 
is understood merely as an act of 
politeness. But Miiia accepted 
the invitation and w^ent with me; 
was ashamed to take him home, 
because he was so dirty that he 


looked like a beg^r; but as he 
came to see me with a lady who 
appeared to be very respectible, 
and she herself brought liim in 
her own carriage, thought 1 could 
take him, making this apology to 
my motlier and sisters. My fam- 
il 3 '^ were at table; in a few min- 
utes after, the waiter told me that 
a lady whose name was Mrs. 
Chapman, was in the parlor ask- 
ing for Mina. Told her I would 
be honored if she would accept 
a place at the table, as we were 
just beginning; she tlianked me, 
telling me she had dined. As it 
was very warm I ordered a lem- 
onade to be brought to her in the 
parlor; 1 accompanied the lady 
to her carriage; observed that 
Mina was without his hat and 
told him he had forgotten it; he 
said his head was disturbed and 
he did not know what he was do- 
ing; as soon as he got his hat 
they w*ent away in the carriage; 
that night was informed that Mr. 
Taylor was no longer Consul at 
Vera Cruz, and that he was then 
at New Orleans; in a day of two 
after I 'WTote to him, and sent 
Mina’s letters to Vera Cruz by 
the first vessel; on the same day 
I wrote this letter to Mina: 


Sir, — have learned that Mr. Ta.vlor is at New Orleans. T have 
written to him, and as soon as I receive an answer from him or from 
Mexico I will inform you. Present my respects to Mrs. Chapman, 
and believe me, &c. 


Col. Cuesta. Never received 
the answer from his family, nor 
from Mr. Taylor; a few days 
after I had written to Mina, re- 
ceived his answer in very bad 
Spanish, in a kind of spelling 
peculiar to himself, and not to 
be found in any book. 

A few days after he came to 


my house with Mrs. C. and met 
m,y sister; my sister told them I 
was sick in bed and they went 
away; about ten days after, I 
met Mina in Chestnut street; 
told him I would not be spoken 
to by him and he must never stop 
me in the street again, nor come 
to my house; that his conduct 
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was very wrong and if he thought 
to deceive me he was very much 
mistaken; a few days after, I 
found a letter on my table di- 
rected to Mina’s father; the ad- 
dress was in *Mina’s hand; the 
letter was written on thick pa- 
per and sealed with a wafer; 
asked one of my clerks who 
brought that letter there, tie 
said that Mr. Le Brun brought 
it, asking him to have the kind- 
ness to send it by the first oppor^ 
tunity, without saying from 
whom the letter was. I put it 
among other letters to Mexico 
and sent them by the first oppor- 
tunity. A few days after, Mr. 


Page, the tailor, asked whether I 
knew Mina; told him I believed 
him to be an impostor. 

About the 12th September an 
officer of the police came to see 
me from a magistrate, to know if 
I could tell him where Mina was, 
and whether 1 could describe him. 
I gave a description, however, 
which I believe he wrote down; 
some days after he came to my 
office with a certificate, signed by 
Mr. Montolla, and asked if that 
signature was genuine; told him 
it was not. Some time after re- 
ceived a letter from Mrs. Chap- 
man. (Letter produced and 
read.) 


Erie, November 29ih, 1831, 

Worthy and much respected Sir, 

Pardon the liberty I take of addressing a letter to you, and under 
the most distressing, the most agonizing circumstances, do I wTite. 
Alas! alas! kind Sir, my pen almost refuses to perform the ])ainful 
task of informing you, of my melancholly situation ; 1 am a prisoner ! 
Oh! Sir, little did I think once, that I should ever be compelled to 
address a letter to any one from the gloom of prison! and that under 
circumstances the most appalling! Ah from wliat a height have I 
fallen ! But yesterday, I had, and enjoyed all that heart could wish ; 
blest with competence, surrounded with a lovely family, enjoying the 
society and smiles of a husband 1 loved; what more could 1 wish? 
what more had this world to bestow? 

But, alas ! the cruel spoiler came ! and in one hour, all, all is blasted ! 
All my hopes and prospects are vanished ! and 0 ! my husband, who 
once would have stepped forth to protect me, and sympathize with 
me, is now no more! his head lies low under the clods of the valley, 
unconscious of the sufferings of his family! 0! how enviable is 
his lot to mine! While my bleeding heart is torn with a thousand 
pangs by the death of the kindest, the best of husbands, as if this 
was not enough to complete my sufferings in order to put the fin- 
ishing stroke to them, and dart the last pang to my already too 
much agonized bosom, I am charged, am arrested, on the false, the 
cruel suspicion of “being thought accessory to the death of my hus- 
band.” Was it not for conscious innocence, and the happiness of my 
dear babes (those living remains of my much beloved husband; they 
were ever very dear to him, and are for his sake, as well as their own, 
very dear to me likewise), life would be intolerable. O that Heaven 
would plead my cause! and though I have acted very foolishly, very 
imprudently, yet may God in his infinite mercy, restore me a^in to 
my bereaved, my distressed little family. When T reflect, that there 
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is a ^obability that my poor dear husband was poisoned, and that 
myself am suspected of having assisted in the horrid, the atrocious 
enme, I am .paralyzed.! I am distracted! but I am innocent; how- 
ever dark and unfavorable, circumstances may appear a^insl me. 
I have been infatuated with a mysterious stranprer; a base Impostor! 
I have been deeo^-ed and duped by him; so, that without due con- 
sideration of consequences, which mipfht result from such a step 
(believinpr him, alas! to be a pratefiil friend to my deceased hus- 
band, self, and children), I precipitately married the cruel mon- 
ster; and plunged myself and fatherless children into iri'ei»arnble 
ruin ! The remorse, chagrin, and shame 1 felt, on account of liaving: 
been so dreadfully duped in my marriage with that accomplished 
Villain, are not to be described; for I very soon learned that he was 
a vile Impostor! And ah! 1 then feared the worst of consequences. 
Alas! thought I, perhaps I shall be thought to be an acconqdice witli 
him: And where is the inncK^ent person, who would not lie filled 
with fear, if united to so vile a wretch, as I was? My dear little sons 
having offended him oiie day, he said ^'lie would never caress tliera 
any more;” declaring at the same time, that “he never forgrave in- 
juries!!” but that he delighted in revenge! I acknowledged my un- 
happy marriage to Mr. M’T^lwain, and gave liim several papers 
written by Mina. Ver>' scmui after this T received a letter from Mr. 
M’Elw’ain, informing me, that Mina w'as arrested in TWton. Though 
conscious of innocence, T apprehended that it might be possible, that 
1 might be arrested; and oli! the dread I w*as under of tlie horrors 
of a prison ! and equally dreaded the thought of being obliged to 
ajipear in court. Full of these a[>prehensins, T determiriefl to leave 
my home for a ivliile, presuming by so doing, I might avoid the 
evils which T so much feared; but this, T fear, has proved an 'unfor- 
tunate step ; 1 fear it is construed sis an evidence of my guilt ; I ]ire- 
sume it has been the cause of exciting the public mind to such an 
unprecedented degree against me; for the public journals teem with 
nothing but cnii invectives. 

T never kept a boarding house, before 1 "was married, as was 
stated in the Philadelphia Hnlletin, wuth mucli more that was false. 

T came to Philadelphia in the autumn of 181.1; commenced teach- 
ing a school the same antnmn; and likewise commenced learning 
music and French with Mrs, Le Brim the same antnmn; and in 1814, 
I entered Mrs. Le Brim’s Boarding School as a teacher of the Eng- 
lish branches, wdiere I remained 3 years; Mr. and Mrs. I^e Brim 
know something of my character; and I trust they are among those 
w’lio believe me innocent; and those W'ho now have no compassion 
for -me, if they hut knew the truth of my stor\% their ver^’ souls 
would weep blood. While T write, my eyes are bathed in tears, and 
my heart is overflow^ed with sorrow, occasioned by my iin|:»nralleled 
sufferings! and O! mv dear children! what will become of my poor, 
dear children!! Is there no redress for a heart-broken mother, who 
would now only wdsh to live for the sake of her children? Ab! kind 
Sir, tedious as my narrative is, T beg that your dear mother may 
be made acquainted with it ; she is the mother of a numerous fam- 
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ily; she will feel tenderness for me^ who am a mother likewise; she 
will likewise feel sympathy for my poor aged mother, who is now 
83 years of age, she has been the mother of 14 children, I am her 
youngest surviving child; alas what must she feel on my account f 
1 fear she will be like the patriarch Jacob on the loss of Joseph; 
^‘his afflictions were so great that he refused to be comforted.” My 
Father is deceased; he was a revolutionary officer, Col. Zenas Wins- 
low; his native place was Brewster, Barnstable Co., Cape Cod; his 
respectability, as well as my character, might be ascertained by ad- 
dressing a fw lines to Gen’l Cobb, or Doc. Sampson, who reside at 
Brewster, and are well acquainted with me and my origin. Oh! 
worthy sir, may I not hope, that .when your dear mother and I trust 
sympathizing and kind hearted sisters, take into consideration, the 
manner in which 1 have been so dreadfully duped, and so completely 
ruined! and by whom? — By an ungrateful wretch, one whom I for 
the sake of charity and humanity had been fostering as my own 
child ! May I not hope that they will kindly, nay, zealously, stim- 
ulate you to step forward and be a friend to the wretched widow, 
and the ruined orphans? He whom 1 befriended, has caused our 
destruction ! And now, Sir, if you kindly befriend us, if it is not 
in my power ever to make you a suitable return (for I am now in a 
destitute and forlorn condition), I will invoke Heaven to smile pro- 
pitiously on you and yours; and my much injured babes would lift 
their innocent hands to Heaven and fervently crave the choicest 
blessings that Heaven can bestow, to rest upon your head, and sur- 
round your path. I have not heard a word from my poor children 
since the 20th of September, when I left home. I sigh with a broken 
heart, and mourn with bitter grief, on account of them; they are 
not only rendered pennyless, W are deprived of the caresses of 
their fond parents, who ever doted on them. The favor I am about 
to ask of you, is great; yet I hope, with your humanity, not too great 
for you to grant: it is this; that you will have the goodness to have 
an inten’iew with John Campbell, Attorney at Law; he resides in 
6fch st. near Race, and consult with him respecting my case; I trust 
he will do all in his power, to befriend me; and if he should think 
it necessary that an able Advocate should be employed to aid him 
in pleading my cause, may I not humbly hope that you will grant 
me the great favor of employing one for mo? And I do beg, with 
many tears, that you will condescend to call on me with Lawyer 
Campbell, immediately on my arrival at Doylstown, which, I pre- 
sume, will be as soon as 8 or 10 days from now. With mu A confi- 
dence that you will forgive me for asking so much of you, and a 
humble reliance that you will comply with my request, I now pro- 
ceed to give you an account of him who has been the foul destroyer 
of my peace, my happiness. 

Mina had been but a few days at my house, when he, together 
with myself and husband, wrote letters to his family in Mexico; 
myself and son Wm. calling with him on you with the letters that 
they might be forwarded to Mexico. His dignified demeanor at my 
house, and your respectful behavior to him, while at yours, inspired 
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me with the belief that he really was the son of Governor Mhia, as 
he had alr^dy stoted; and while he was at the table, dining with 
you, your suters kindly entertaining me in Uie parlor, the conversa* 
non soon turned on this stranger; speaking with much pity and 
sympathy on account of the misfortunes which he had sustained; 
your sister Romania said to me, “This young man (Mina) is veiy 
rich in his own country.” Had any doubts remained relative to his 
claim of being the Governor’s son, this statement, together with 
your own grateful exjiressions for tlie kindnesses 1, and my husband 
had bestowed on him, would have been suflicient to destroy them. 
He returaed with me and my son to Andalusia, where he was again 
welcom^ by my kind husband, who now, with mvself, believing 
him to be a person of distinction, treated him with the greatest hos- 
pitality; and during^ frequent indispositions at our house, wi* be- 
stowed upon him the utmost care & attention, which he appeared to 
^eive rather as his due, than as a kindness. \Vc even went so far 
in our indulgences to him, as to order suits of clothing for him at 
the corner of 6th & Cliestnut, his second suit was a suit of mourn- 
ing, he having received the new^s of tlie deatli of liis sister. Thus 
were we deluded by him. He evinced an extraordinary attachment 
to Mr. Chapman, myself, and to all our children, frequently saying 
he had found a father, a mother, three sisters, and two brothers in 
a strange country. I continued daily to give him lessons in tlie Kng- 
lish language, for which he expressed much gratitude, saying to me 
one day, in the presence of Mr. Ash, who was then a pupil of 
mine likewise, that he would give me $6000 if T would teach him 
to speak the English language fluently in three years. He fre- 
quently spoke to the great opulence of his grandfather, saying 
that he owned a silver mine, and that liis father was an only son, 
&c. &e. 1 presumed he told you much the same interesting stories 
in Spanish and that yourself was duped by him likewise; or else, 
methinks, you certainly ivould have informed me if you had sus- 
pected that he w’as an Impostor. If he succeeded in deceiving you 
(one of his countrymen), and numbers of respectable gentlemen, 
both to the south and north, is it to be wondered at, that 1, an un- 
suspecting female, was deluded by him likewise f — Would to Ood, 
that you had, timely enough, discerned his being an impostor to 
have saved the father of my children, and myself and lovely babes 
from ruin! from destruction!! For alas! when the sad news was 
breathed to me by Mr. Walkinson (his tailor), that be bad received 
information from you, that you believed him to be an Impostor, I 
was then, ah! I was then unfortunately married to him! You will 
say I ought to have been inexorable, so soon after m3' husband’s 
death; this I grant, but, when I refused him, urging the recent death 
of my husband, he declared that my husband, on his death bed 
took his hand and desired him to be a father to his children, &c. 
this he told to Mr. AA, as well as to me, and others. 

When I urged him to desist his importunities, on account of dis- 
parity of years, telling him that such a union would be thought 
ridiculous m thm part of the world, he said that the customs were 
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very different in Mexico, and to that city, to his father and mother, 
he would immediately return with me and my children, if 1 would 
marry him ; adding that his eldest sister, when but 20 years of age, 
was married to a gentleman who was 60 years of age. That it was 
honor, it was ^atitude he owed my deceased husband, as well as 
myself, for kindnesses we had bestowed on him, that induced him to 
offer me his hand. Alas! the intrigue, the wiles of a demon, which 
lie ]>racticed to decoy me, to gain my consent to marry him! He 
})rotested that he wished not to possess any of my property, and on 
this account, my sister and her husband, who resided in the state of 
New York, a distance of upwards of 400 miles, immediately came 
to reside at my place, having sold their own little property at home ; 
thus was my dear sister’s and her husband’s happiness marred by 
leaving their own hap]iy home, to go among strangers, and then to 
witness the ruin of myself and offspring 

Before my dear husband’s sickness he always spoke of being on 
terms of great intimacy at your house, saying one day to myself and 
husband, with some degree of ostentation, that you had ordered a 
fine large carriage to be built for him, that he hoped soon to have 
the pleasure of seeing my husband and family ride in it ; I think Mr. 
Ash heard him relate this likewise. T never heard him express a 
thought of returning to Mexico before my husband’s death, but 
that he intended to reside several years in America. 

Sir, I hope the goodness of your heart will incline you to forgive 
me for adding still more to my already too lengthy epistle; but T 
am anxious that you should know a few more particulars res}>ect- 
ing the author of my ruin ! 

The day but one before Mr. Chapman was taken ill, Mina went 
to Philadelphia, returned late in the evening, bringing a letter from 
you to Mr. Chapman ; the letter contained grateful acknowledgments 
for favors bestowed on your countryman, assuring him in a very 
respectful manner, that you intended very shortly to visit him, and 
make personal acknowledgments of the obligations you were , under 
to Mr. Chapman. Such a letter as this, from your kind hand, was 
very pleasing to my poor dear husband, and served to ingratiate 
Mina more than ever in his favw. On the Sunday following, Mina 
went to Philadelphia again, returned on Monday morning, brought 
several lemons, a pine apple, and several dates, said your mother 
had sent them for Mr. Chapman, as he was then ill. This letter of 
yours, my sister and eldest daughter both saw; but since the death 
of my husband, and so much of his vilainy has come to light, T*have 
thought perhaps this letter was a forgery, and that perhaps he did 
not visit at your house at all. 

When he left my house for Baltimore, he said he was going to re- 
ceive several thousand dollars of his friend Carzanova, who was at 
that place; but when he returned, he said his friend had left for 
Mexico a few days before he arrived ; so he was much disappointed ; 
but said he had learned that a cousin of his was residing near Bos- 
ton, who was very wealthy, that he would immediately go and ob- 
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tain a large sip of money of him. It was on his return from Bal- 
timore that I informed him of Mr. Watkinson's having suggested to 
me that you thought him an impostor ; he very artfully replied that 
you were offended with him on account of his discontinuing his ad- 
dresses to your sister Boihaiiiu, with wliom he declared he had cor- 
responded ever since he first called on you, till Mr. Chapman’s 
death: He likewise alleged that a reason, why he had not had re- 
turns from Mexico, was, he had learned, that you had broken open 
his letters, and not forward them; saying, in the presence of my 
sister, that ‘‘he would have you up for it.” Being now ready to 
start for Boston in search of his cousin, he ingeniously urged me 
and my sister to write to our sisters by him, requesting, at the same 
time, that we would not mention his lieing married, saying that as 
soon as he received liis money of his cousin, he would return and 
take me and the children to New England to visit my relations, and 
then he would acknowledge our marriage; we complied, not sus- 
pecting he had any evil design; but 1 have since learned that he 
was to have been married to the daughter of one of my sisters the 
next day after liis arrest, he having persuaded both my sister and 
her daughler to diseontinue teaching sehool and return with him to 
Andalusia; what his intentions were resjieeting iny sister and nieee 
I know not, hut surely he could not have tho’t of bringing them to 
my Ijouse. Thus has this monster hrokeri uy) the good order and 
peace, not only of my family, but of two of my sisters also. 

Tims far, worthy Sir, have I made statements to you, humbly be- 
lieving, and imyiloring with sighs and tears, that you. Sir, your kind 
mother, and sisters will take an interest in my unparalleled misfor- 
tunes ! 

Ah ! ineihiiiks you will, in the goodness of your heart, extend tlie 
hand of humanity, to save, if possible, her, who has been so barbar- 
ously treated by him, wlio so unwortliily elainied the name of a 
Mexican. With the best respects to your worthy mother and sis- 
ters, 1 subscribe myself, kind Sir, your dee))ly alhieted, your heart- 
broken friend, 

Lucretia Chapman. 

Col. Cuestor. * 


Col Cuesta. I showed it to ray 
sister, she said she never had told 
her that Mina was a rich man in 
his own country. She recollected 
that when they were speaking in 
the parlor about Mina, she told 
her that she was obliged to her 
for her kindness and hospitality 
to that person, supposing that 
he was a Mexican ; she told Mrs. 
Chapman, that it was a pity to 
see a young man so unfortunate; 


as he represented himself to be 
rich in his own country. Mrs. 
C. asked me to call on Mr. Camp- 
bell, her lawyer; I went to his 
house, with the intention to do 
all that I could in her favor; was 
informed that Mr. Campbell was 
not in town, and that Mr. Brown 
was her counsel; his fame bad 
reached roe; I therefore wrote 
her this letter: 
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Philadelphia, 10th Dec., 1831. 

Mrs. Lucretia Chapman, Doylestown, 

Madam , — A few days since I had the honor to receive your com- 
munication, dated Erie, November 29th. 1 have perused it with in- 
terest, and very much regrat the critical and unfortunate business 
in which you appear to be involved. I hope and truly wish that you 
are, as you say, innocent: and that you may be acquitted and liber- 
ated soon. According to your wishes I have called myself at Mr. 
Campbell’s, the lawyer, who happens to be at Harrisburg; and was 
informed by one of the family that he had nothing to do with your 
business; having seen by the public prints that you had a very re- 
spectable and able counsellor, Mr. D. P. Brown, I have not the least 
doubt but that gentleman alone will see justice done to you; there- 
fore, Madam, 1 have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully, your humble obt. servant, 


I put it in my pocket to post 
it when I was told there was a 
lady in the parlor who wished to 
see me; found Mrs. C. there, and 
some person with her; told her 
I had received her letter, and 
had the answer ready in my 
pocket; she read it; ahe went 
away. 

This is all that ever passed be- 
tween Mrs. C. and Mina and my- 
self. 

The Counsel for the Prosecu- 
tion declined cross-examination. 

Lucretia Chapman (sworn). 

Mr. Ross. How old are you? 
Ten years old. Do you know 
what you have come here for? 
To swear to all I know. What 
will become of you if you do not 
tell the truth ? I will be cast in- 
to hell-fire forever. 

The Court. Let her be sworn. 

Lucretia. I was at our house 
in Andalusia with my parents, 
at the time that Mina came there. 
Just as the candles were begin- 
ning to be lighted up; he had 
blade clothes on and knocked at 
the front door; Mr. Forman went 
to ttie door, and came back and 
told Pa there was a person there 


Esto. Cuesta. 

who wished to see the gentleman 
of the house. Pa said, ^4t is a 
beggar, I suppose — tell him to 
come in.” He came up to Pa 
and bowed, and solicited a night’s 
lodging; he said he had been re- 
fused at the tavern below; Pa 
told him there was another tav- 
ern about half a mile above; Ma 
said the carpenters had gone, 
and he might stay all night; Pa 
said, ‘‘very well then.” Lino then 
sat down; we were exercising on 
a grammar lesson, which Ma was 
explaining to us; after we got 
through, he told his story; Pa 
was sitting in the rocking chair 
nursing little John; he said, 
he came from Mexico, and 
his father was Governor of Cal- 
ifornia; he started from that 
country with a Doctor, who had 
relieved his grandfather; went to 
France, and while there, the Doc- 
tor died suddenly in a church; 
went to his boarding house and 
threw his watch and bracelets in- 
to^ a large trunk which was fined 
with diamonds and which his 
father had given him when he 
left home; he put on a common 
suit of clothes, and threw him- 
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self on the bed, when the oflSeets 
came^ in to seize the property; 
he said one of the trunks was his, 
but as he had on a common suit, 
they would not believe him, al- 
though his name was on the 
trunk. Two young ladies can^e 
in and told them that the trunk 
was his; they would not believe 
them, but took the trunk; the 
ladies gave him $100 to return 
with ; he heard he had a friend 
and relation, in Boston, and as 
there was no ship going to sail 
for Mexico, he sailed for Bos- 
ton ; found his relation had been 
married, and had taken his wife 
to Mexico; heard there that he 
had a friend at Joseph Bona- 
parte’s, and he was coming to 
see him, because he would hel|) 
him; said he had walked from 
Philadelphia that day; the day 
but one after that, Ma and Mr. 
Ash went with him to Bonaparte’s 
at Pa’s request; a fw days after, 
they went to PJiiladelphia with 
Mary Ann Palethorpe; Pa wrote 
a letter to his father, and Ma 
wrote one to his mother. On 
Sunday Ma went to Philadelphia 
with Lino, Mr. Ash, and Wil- 
liam and stayed a day or two; 
don’t recollect that my mother 
ever went to town with Lino, 
without another person. Lino 
came from town one day crying; 
Pa sat down beside him and 
tried to comfort him; repeating 
several scripture verses that he 
had committed to memory; do 
not remember my father ordering 
Mina a black suit; father and 
Mina were very friendly; never 
knew them to quarrel or disa- 
gree; on Friday evening Pa was 
taken sick; before that I one day 
went out to the barn ; lino stood 
c^ng; Pa was there and ask^ 
him what the matter was; he said 


he was distressed because he did 
not know where he could make 
his home until he received letters 
and money from his father; Pa 
told him he could stay with hini 
until that time; Lino said to me, 
as be was walking there he heard 
a voice sayinp, “Linetto, Linetto, 
Linetto!” It sounded like his 
mother’s and youngesl sister's 
voices; and in a short time he 
should liear of one of their 
deaths. Mother went with liim to 
the tailor’s and he came back 
with a black suit. My father took 
sick on Friday evening; at din- 
ner that day we had veal, boiled 
pork and preen peas; at Hui>))er 
Jiiday Pa ate very heartily of 
smearcase; Pa handed the pork 
to each one of tlicm, said it was 
nice, and told them to try it; 
they all refused; woke up that 
night, a few minutes after Pa 
was taken sick; Ma went to pet 
the peppermint and could not 
find it; father puked violently by 
spells that nipht; on Satui^ay 
Ma would have sent for the Doc- 
tor, but Pa said that the Doctor 
would only pive him medicine, 
and he had cholera morbus drops 
in the liouse, which he would 
taken; Mina went on Sunday 
morning for Dr. Phillips; the 
Doctor came after breakfast; he 
ordered chicken soup, and said 
tliat Pa could take a little chick- 
en, not much ; Ma made him rice 
prnel'; on Monday the chicken 
soup was made in the kitchen; 
Mary carried the soup up to my 
father; was with him at the 
time; Pa tasted the gizzard, but 
it was tough; he gave the rest to 
me and I ate it; Pa soaked a 
cracker in the soup and ate it 
with the chicken; he ate only a 
few spoonsful of the soup, but 
very heartily of the ehiekra; ate 
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some of the soup myself ; carried 
it down stairs, chicken and soup 
both, and set it on the kitchen 
table; the neck, wing, and part 
of the back pf the chicken was 
left; Ma exclaimed, ''How heart- 
ily your Pa has eaten of the 
chicken, and how little of the 
soup! I am afraid it will hurt 
him." Don't recollect that Pa 
was ever left alone when he was 
sick; Mary and I took turns at- 
tending on him while he was 
sick; Mr. Bishop attended part 
of the time; Ma also attended on 
liim; there was a bell in the 
room; do not remember seeing 
Ann Bantom in my father's 
room; don't remember the day 
on win eh my father died. 

Cross-examined. I have told 
this story to lawyer Brown and 
to Aunt Green — no one else; have 
not talked to my mother about it. 
The cinekeii was whole; Mary 
brought up a knife and fork with 
it; Pa cut it himself, while the 
rest of the family were at din- 
ner. Mother was not in the 
room while Pa was eating; don't 
recollect who cooked the chicken ; 
Father appeared rather better 
that morning; he was vomiting a 
little— not much; he was able to 
sit in the rocking chair while his 
bed was making; father got 
worse after eating the chicken; 
don't recollect seeing Mina that 
morning; when I carried down 
the soup, Mr. Forman, Mr. Ash, 
Mary Ann Palethorpe, Mary, and 
Ma were there; nobody was in 
the kitchen when I took it down ; 
Ma was up there several times 
that day, part of the time wait- 
ing upon him, and part of the 
time sewing; father was very 
fond of pork; think he always 
ate it when it was on the table; 
don't recollect any quarrel 1^- 


Iween Pa and Ma about the car- 
riage. Understood Pa died of 
cholera morbus; heard Dr. Phil- 
lips say so on Sunday; father 
made his bed sometimes with my 
help, when Ma was from home or 
unwell; never heard Ma say he 
must make it; Ma commonly 
made it. Ma told us she was go- 
ing to New York, when she went 
to be married; she did not tell us 
what she was going for. After 
she came from Albany she talked 
of going to Mexico. 

Levi V. Vandergrift. Chap- 
mans were my nearest neighbors. 
Mrs. Chapman was the active 
Iverson of the establishment ; 
they lived in perfect harmony 
so far as my knowledge extends; 
I live on a farm ; was there once 
during Mr. C.'s sickness ; on 
Sunday afternoon before his 
death; was passing by; Mrs. C. 
bailed me ; went in to see liim ; he 
told me he was better; said he 
called me to say that in case of his 
death he did not wish his brother 
John Chapman's family to be 
made acquainted with his sick- 
ness, or invited to his funeral ; as 
the two families were at vari- 
ance; he did this so that Mrs. C. 
should not be censured after his 
death; lie had told Dr. Phillips 
the same, and had sent for Mr. 
Scheetz to tell him also. 

Cross-examined. When I called 
to see Mr. C. could discover no 
change in him, except that he 
had more color in his cheeks than 
usual; he did not complain; he 
said he had had a severe attack 
of cholera morbus but was bet- 
ter; Mrs. C. was in the room — 
no one else: Mrs. C. is said to 
be an excellent teacher; never 
heard any one say they saw any 
impropriety in her; she was con- 
sidered a moral woman; never 
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her and Lino riding out to- 
gether. 

Rev. George Scheetz. Am pas- 
tor of All Saints Church, about 
three miles from Andalusia. Mr. 
and Mrs. C. held a pew in that 
church. Mr. C. was occasionally 
there, and Mrs. C. very fre- 
quently; it was generally attend- 
ed by her pupils ; on the Sabbath 
on which Mr. C. was ill there 
was a note directed to me, left on 
the desk, requesting the prayers 
of the congregation to be made 
for Mr. Chapman, in consequence 
of his severe illness. It is not 
usual in our church t(i request 
the prayers of the congregation, 
except in cases of extreme ill- 
ness; as to the unusual presenta- 
tion of the body, there were three 
things that might have contrib- 
uted to it; in the first place, the 
declivity of the ground; second, 
llie nature of the soil, sandy and. 
dry, and third, to which I at- 
tach the most imjiortance, the 
depth of the grave; had 
found fault with our sex- 
ton for digging his graves too 
shallow; in consequence of this 
complaint he went into the op- 
posite extreme and digged them 
unusually deep ; this was the case 
in this instance; been at Mr. 
Chapman’s occasionally ; never 
saw any thing that gave me rea- 
son to suspect the want of har- 
mony in the family. 

Cross-examined. The note left 
on my desk was signed by Lucre- 
tia Chapman; cannot say I have 
seen Mr. and Mrs. C. together at 
church since Mina came there; 
cannot say whether they lived 
harmoniously after that timer; at 
church after the funeral she was 
dressed in mourning; she ap- 
peared much distressed. Mrs. C. 
communed in the church after 


her husband’s death; her children 
and pupils were found well in- 
structed in the catechism. 

Joseph Magoffin. I knew Mr. 
C. and Mrs. C. in 1818, when 
they were married; was his first 
pupil; had a bad im]»ediment in 
my speech at that time; went to 
him to l)e cured; nMunined un- 
der his care about a year; her 
maiden name was Winslow; they 
lived harmoniously together; her 
genera] character was good ; 
heard she had a high temper, but 
I never saw any thing of it ; 
they were both highly moral; 
she was the active personage of 
the oslablishment. 

William M. Gouge. Was well 
acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. C. 

I never saw an impropriety in 
Mrs. C. Her repute was good, 
except that I heard she was pas- 
sionate; tliey lived harmoniously. 

Jlenrtf Korn Was acfpiainted 
with Mr. and Mrs. C. ; knew tliem 
intimately; my daughter was a 
pupil of theirs for six months; 
Mrs. r. seemed to he the active 
one of the firm. Her character 
w^as more than moral; thought 
they were a very religions fam- 
ily; tliey lived more harmoni- 
ously together than jieople usu- 
ally do. 

Anthony M. Bnckley. Was a 
pupil at the Chapman school; 
never obsen’cd anv thing but the 
most ]>erfect harmony; never 
heard her moral character im- 
peached. 

Cross-eramined. Heard her 
character impeached on account 
of ill temper. 

Francis C. iMhhe. Knew Mrs. 
Chapman before she was mar- 
ried, when she was Mira Wins- 
low; have been at their house 
frequently; taught dancing in 
their school for four years; they 
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lived very happily together; her 
character is good. 

Joseph Dixon. Have known 
Mrs. C. 13 years; knew her hus- 
band; three of my daughters 
were pupils^ they lived in har- 
mony as far as I know; her gen- 
eral character was good. 

William Duane. Am an aider- 
man of the city of Philadelphia; 
became acquainted with Mr. and 
Mrs. C. in 1826 and have known 
them ever since; never saw any 
thing but the utmost harmony 
and cordiality; they were very 
respectful toward each other, 
and there was always a sympa- 
thetic kindness between them; 
she held, as well as himself, a 
highly respectable character, and 
was entirely a lady in her deport- 
ment; she always appeared to be 
the most active personage of that 
establishment. 

February 24. 

Jane Vallance. Have known 
Mr. and Mrs. C. for many years; 
my sister and I were pupils of 
theirs ; considered Mrs. G.’s moral 
character good before this af- 
fair. 

Catherine Vallance. My sisters 
were pupils of Mrs. C.; the gen- 
eral character of Mrs. C. was 
very good. 

William Shaw. Have known 
her 19 years, but never visited 
her house since her marriage; her 
general character was good. 

Eliza Vandegnft. Have known 
Mrs. C. ever since she lived in 
our neighborhool ; were near 
neighbors and interchanged visits 
with each other; have been at her 
house for a week at a time; Mr. 
and Mrs. C. appeared to live 
veiy agreeably together; her gen- 
eral moral character was good, 
up to the time of this disturb- 
ance; never observed a want of 


kindness between tiiem; have 
been at the house since Min^ 
came there. 

Cross-examined. Took tea 
with Mrs. C. after the funeral ; I 
did not observe any thing pe- 
culiar in her conduct; she was in 
the room with Mina; don’t think 
she appeared to be sad; she told 
me that Mina had a fit after their 
return from the funeral and that 
he was in bed; believe she went 
to see him. 

William Vansant. Have known 
Mr. and Mrs. C. five years; was 
a pupil of theirs; they lived in 
Pine street the first time I was 
with them; the second time in 
Andalusia ; Mrs. C. was the 
active person in the establish- 
ment; I never saw anything un- 
kind in the conduct of Mrs. C. 
towards Mr. C. They lived, gen- 
erally, harmoniously; her gen- 
eral moral character was very 
good; we had prayers and read- 
ing in the mornings. 

Cross-examined. It has been 
two years since I was at school; 
have only seen her twice since 
that time. 

Hetty G. Dillingham, Mercy 
Baxter and Louisa Baker testi- 
fied in the same way. 

Ellenor Bouicher (recalled). 
The chicken was sold on Sun- 
day to Mr. C., about 11 o’clock; 
don’t recollect any thing about 
the death of the chickens, nor 
when they died ; never had ducks 
to^ die so before. My husband 
said he thought the ducks were 
poisoned; did not think any one 
would poison them ; there had 
been a complaint of my fowls 
running over there; have never 
known ducks to die as Aese ^ed. 

LeviD. Vandergrift (recalled). 
Last spring a year had a flock of 
ducks, and a mason building a 
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platform: those ducks came niul 
fed of the lime water, and all 
died but one, in the course of 12 
hours; think there were masons 
or carpenters at Mr. C.'s in the 
month of June. 

John A. Hellings. Had, about 
four years ago, upwards of sixty 
ducks, of various sizes; we lost 
them all in the course of 48 hours. 

Cross-examined. We laid the 
death of the ducks to salt fiickle, 
and found salt in their craws; 
have known them very frequently 
in wet weather to fall over. 

Sarah Gando. Have lived 20 
years in the neighborhood of Mr. 
'C.’s residence; have occasionally 
stayed at her house; Mr. and 
Mrs. C. lived harmoniously; 
never saw Mina, and don’t know 
that I was there while he was 
there; Mrs. C. was the active 
personage of the house; before 
this disturbance T never heard 
any thing bad of Mrs. C. They 
had family prayers twice a day; 
was at Mrs. W. C.’s at the time 
his brother died; he told me he 
thought he was treated very un- 
kindly by his brother’s folks — 
they did not permit him to see 
him during his sickness. 

John Thompson. Was three 
months at Mr. and Mrs. C.’s 
school; they lived harmoniously, 
as far as I know; can’t say what 
was Mrs. C.’s general character 
before this circumstance. 

Willis H. Blayney (for the 
prosecution). Am acquainted 


with the general character of 
Mrs. C. From 1818 to 1829, I 
considered her character good; 
since then 1 have considered it 
bad — gradually getting worse ; 
became a police officer in 1829. 

Cross-examined. My sister has 
taught music in her seminary for 
several years; have said that if 
the prosecution expected me to 
give her a bad character, they 
w'ould be mistaken; that is, to 
my personal knowledge, I have 
never seen any thing but what 
w^as right; have visited at the 
house of Mr. and Mrs. C.; they 
lived very happily together — I 
never heard any thing to the con- 
trary. When 1 speak of her gen- 
eral character, 1 speak of police 
report. The letter that was sent 
from Washington, Mritten to 
Mina, was what first induced me 
to move in it ; persevered more 
strongly in it, in consequence of 
some matters 1 had heard of 
Mrs, r.’s character, which I heard 
from the police. 

Mr. Ross objected to any fur- 
ther examination nj»on this sub- 
ject. 

To fhe Court. T never heard 
any thing against her, except 
from the ]»olice. If I were to 
find stolen goods in a person’s 
house, or if 1 knew that counter- 
feiters had been taken in that 
house, would say flie owner of 
the house had a bad police char- 
acter. 


MR. REED, FOR THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Mr. Reed: Gentlemen of the Jury— In submitting this case 
to you on the part of the Commonwealth there are one or two 
matters of preliminary consideration to which it is necessary 
to call your attention. The charge made in this indictment 
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is distinguished by marked peculiarities, which, as I shall have 
occasion to show the Court, have an important practical op- 
eration on the decision you are to make, and the mode in 
which you are to arrive at a result. Murder by poison is an 
extraordinaiy crime in point of novelty — ^it is so also in point 
of judicial operation. If you were now trying a case of mur- 
der by violence in one of its usual forms, there would be 
various and complex questions presented to you, all of which 
you would have to determine. You would not only have, 
from the evidence, to infer the fact of killing, but you would 
have to infer the motive which instigated the prisoner to the 
commission of the crime, and making the double inference 
you would be obliged to graduate the offense on the scale 
which the peculiar law of the land has prepared. But in 
a ease of murder by poison, where, as in this case, there is 
no allegation of mistake*, the only question for the jury is a 
question of fact. If the character of the defense puts at issue 
the fact of poisoning, it is of course the exclusive issue. Mur- 
der in the first degree, by our statute, is “murder by poison, 
lying in wait, or any other kind of wilful and deliberate 
killing;’’ and the law is, that in all eases "where there may 
be doubt as to the motive, the prosecution must show that 
it is wilful and delibeiatc. Not so in the two specified in- 
stances where the act implies the motive. If we prove the 
poisoning, we prove the malice, unless by the admission of 
the fact and the allegation of mistake, the question is made 
one of intention, when, as in other cases of doubtful motive, 
the burden of proof falls on the Commonwealth. There is 
no such issue tendered to us here. The election of the pris- 
oner is made. We are to satisfy you simply that fatal poison 
was administered by this prisoner, and if we shall be able 
to do so, the matter of motive is yielded to us. The allega- 
tion on each side is then distinct and specific, and the question 
for your decision is simple and well defined; did the pris- 
oner administer the poison to her deceased husband as laid 
in this indictment? If she did, it not being pretended to be 
done by mistake, it not being denied to be done "wilfully, she 
must be convicted. If, on the other hand, you believe he 
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came to his death without any agency on her part, then she 
must be acquitted. 

As a consequence of this, you will remember that the guilt 
of this prisoner, if it exist at all, admits of no gradation. I 
mention it as matter for serious consideration, that in de- 
ciding this issue between the Commonwealth and the pris- 
oner, there is no middle course for you to pursue, and you 
must decide between the deep guilt charged in this indict- 
ment and the perfect innocence alleged in the prisoner’s 
plea. There is no murder in the second degree, no manslaugh- 
ter, no other of the kinds of criminal homicide known to the 
law on which you can fall back. I have no idea, Oentlemen 
of the Jury, that, even if you had the opportunity, you would 
shrink from your duty, be it never so painful ; for I have seen 
enough since this cause commenced, to satisfy me fully, not 
only of your intelligence, but of your firmness ami your de- 
termined sense of duty, but I refer to this peculiarity of the 
crime charged in this indictment for another purpose. There 
being under this indictment no alternative to guilt, actual 
and technical, but innocence, pure, unblemished, untainted 
innocence, it is immaterial in which form we present the 
question: Is the prisoner innocent or is she guilty? If she 
is not guilty, she is perfectly innocent. If not wholly inno- 
cent, she is guilty to the full extent of the? dark and ghastly 
crime laid in this indictment, and you, exercising your best 
and most dispassionate reason, are to say whether this grave 
accusation, deliberately and solemnly made, is true or false, 
and whether the stains which have been fi.xed on the char- 
acter of this prisoner are to be removed, and her reputation 
is to be left, as your accjuittal will leave it, without a blemish. 
Let me not be misunderstood. In presenting this (|uestion be- 
tw’een perfect guilt and perfect innocence, I fully realize the 
limits within which inquiry must be restricted. I have no 
wish, even if I had the right, to open the record of the pris- 
oner’s life to ask you to decide merits unconnected with the 
issue before us. If we should travel beyond this line, it 
will only be on the track of character, which the prisoner 
herself has pointed out to us. Even the dark catalogue of 
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crime, which the few weeks that preceded and followed the 
catastrophe at Andalusia, presented, except as illustrating 
the probability of the commission of the final act, is no con- 
cern of ours. It is not a conspiracy to cheat that we are 
trying now. It is not the violation of the right of property 
— ^it is not hourly, daily, habitual adultery — or shameless 
prostitution, that we are tiying. If we were, judgment would 
sooner have been pronounced, and we should be spared the 
pain of listening to the oft-told tale of the inefBcacy of cir- 
cumstantial evidence. It is a well defined charge of a spe- 
cific offense, of which, on the testimony now adduced, we ask 
yon to pronounce this prisoner guilty. 

My colleague told you in opening this case, on the part 
of the Commonwealth, what we expected to prove. It now 
becomes my duty, in technical language, to sum up the evi- 
dence, or in other words, to tell you what we think we have 
proved. In doing so, it is my intention to present such a 
narrative as will recall to the mind of the Court and Jury, all 
the material facts of the case, and place before them, in a 
condensed form, the amount of the testimony we have sub- 
mitted. I wish to be considered as of course under the cor- 
rection of the counsel and the Court, and as being actuated 
by no feeling but a sincere wish to illustrate the truth, and 
to reach the ends of justice. Should I fall into error, it will 
be purely involuntary, and I ask it as a matter of justice to 
be at once set right. 

This ease involves the two questions, whether, in the first 
place, Mr. Chapman died of poison; and if he did, whether 
the prisoner, as a principal, had any agency in his death. 
They are perfectly distinct questions if the first be decided 
in the negative, but far from being so in consequence of the 
connection of the evidence on the one point with that on the 
other, if an affirmative decision be made as to the fact of 
poisoning. In relation then to the preliminary point, I must 
be understood as denying emphatically that our reliance is 
on this, or on that isolated matter of evidence, and as entirely 
disclaiming anything like sole dependence on what is called 
scientific evidence. We rest our expectation of bringing you 
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to a conviction that the deceased came to his death by an 
unnatural process on the accumulation of results of very 
various kinds. Such and so strong are those circumstances 
leading to this conclusioh, that the prosecution might safely 
abandon all their scientific testimony, and if we were dis> 
posed to yield this part of our ease up to the consuming 
wrath of the counsel for the prisoner, we might securely do 
so. What the effect of that portion of our evidence, however, 
is, how corroborative it is in every particular, I propose pres- 
ently to show. What I mean now is to disclaim the idea that 
it is our sole or even our principal support on this part of 
the case, and to resist any dexterous attempt to make us ap- 
pear to depend exclusively on any single portion of the tes- 
timony, be it scientific or not. 

. The great leading circumstance in tliis in<iuiry into the 
cause of Mr. Chapman's death, is, that on the day before he 
we taken ill, an individual living in his house, on terms of 
familiarity and confidence, purchased, under a false pretext, 
a quantity of arsenic at a drug store in Philadelphia. What 
the relation of this dealer in poisons was to the prisoner, and 
what light this circumstance throws on the alleged concert 
of the parties, are questions which it is not my intention to 
meddle with now. Again on a day sabse<iuent to that on 
which the poison was purchased, and on the day when it is 
said to have been administered, a number of poultry of dif- 
ferent kinds died suddenly, whilst feeding within the prem- 
ises of the deceased, while none of those which were prevented 
from having access to the same place wore affected. I cer- 
tainly do not give to this fact any disproportionate import- 
ance when I refer to it merely as one of the items consti- 
tuting the aggregate on which we rely. By itself it might 
merit some of the ridicule which doubtless will be thrown 
on it. In connection, however, with other less ridiculous 
matters, it rises beyond the low range of sneer and sarcasm, 
and acquires an importance which I believe has already been 
realised. That young ducks, such as these arc described to 
have been, should die suddenly and inexplicably, and yet 
without the agency of poison, I find is common, and is an 
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event with which every fanner is familiar. That chickens 
should suddenly drop down and die without a visible cause, 
is not, it is conceded, quite so usual. But that of all the 
poultry of ^Mr. Boutcher, the witness who proves the fact, 
great and small, chickens and ducks, only those should die 
which had been within premises that were infected by the 
presence of a poisonous material, and that too on the day 
when it is clearly proved poison was in circulation, are mat- 
ters of coincidence, that are worthy of consideration on your 
part, and explanation on the part of the counsel, or at least 
something more than the sarcastic sneer that has with diffi- 
culty been repressed whenever they have been mentioned. I 
mention it as a circumstance of no trifling moment, tending 
to show that the poison which was purchased by Mina, at Mr. 
Durand’s store in Philadelphia, on or before the 16th of 
June, had, on Tuesday, the 21st, found its way to Andalusia. 
I think I ask for it no higher import than it deserves. 

Keeping these facts distinctly in view, especially that of the 
purchase of the poison, I will now ask your attention to the 
medical and scientifle evidence. And here, gentlemen, I feel 
the embarrassment which I hope I share with you, arising 
from the consciousness that I am walking in what are to us, 
unaccustomed paths. I feel that I am discussing subjects of 
which T cannot be supposed to have accurate technical knowl- 
edge. We are none of us either chemists, or pathologists, or 
anatomists. The officers of the prosecution, furious as may 
have been their zeal in this cause of prejudice, have not had 
the advantages of instruction such as our friends on the other 
side appear to have enjoyed. But. sir, thanks to the sim- 
plicity of science now, this part of the inquiry requires no 
special illumination. There is nothing which, on principles 
of comimon sense, may not be easily understood and as easily 
explained. With the details of experimental processes I do 
not know that we shall have to meddle. It is to simple and 
perfectly intelligible r(>sults that I shall ask your attention. 

The truths of science are eternal and immutable. The prin- 
ciples which are the objects of scientific pursuit never alter. 
The processes, and the modes of operation by which those 
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principles and truths are to be ascertained, vary, if not with 
the day and the hour, at least with the ages and generations 
of philosophy. Such has been the case with the science of 
toxicology, and especially with that branch of it which re- 
lates to the vexed question, what amount of evidence wdll 
justify a belief of the presence of poison. Today caution, and 
tomorrow carelessness, may sway the mind. One amount of 
evidence was re((uisite yesterday, and another, either greater 
or less, will be rcMjuired tomorrow. In the well-known cases 
of Miss Blandy, and Kairn, and Ogilvie, easels w'hich recent 
science might repudiate, but which are full of application 
ln»re, the amount of evidence to make out the actual i>resenc(* 
of poisonous material, would in la1(‘r times be n^garded as 
utterly inadequate. Recognizing what is contended for here 
by the prisoner’s counsel, the fallacy of any portion of evi- 
dence short of that of reduction, there is n‘ally no justifica- 
tion of these convictions. They were jmlicial murders. Yet 
I take it to be un<|U(\stiouable that the fact of poisoning in 
each of those cases was made out to the satisfaction of every 
reasonable mind, although the scientific certainty vras not at- 
tained. 

IV) the age of imperfect knowledge, such as it was when 
these trials occurred, suceceded one of far gr(‘ater caution, 
as well as far greater skill. A j)roeess had been devised, ia*r- 
liaps as a matter of ingenious science as beautiful and per- 
fect as any in the circle of diseoverii»s, by which, from the 
decaying structures of the animal tissn(»s, ho\v«»ver much dis- 
guised by organic matter, the most minute poiliou of mc^tallic 
l^oison could be sublimed, and in spite of any obstacle win<di 
disease and decay might interpose, the subtle and fatal ma- 
terial could be reproduced. In the triumph of this discov- 
ery, all previous modes of investigation were at once dis- 
carded. All and each were pronounced fallacious. Observa- 
tion of symptoms ivas worthless — (*xamin«ition after death 
was deceptive— -clieniical reagents sank from their rank as 
detectors to become mere purblind guides, and then the* doc- 
trine was exclusive, for which the counsid for the prisonei-s 
aud their witnesses so zealously contend now, that unless the 
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mineral poison is reproduced, there is no evidence of the ex- 
istence of the poison. It was under the influence of this opin- 
ion that the conviction of Eesler, in the State of New York, 
which has .been read, was so vehenvently denounced. But it 
was in consequence of the inealeulation of other, and I think 
safer and sounder doctrine, that the punishment of that crim- 
inal was advocated and sustained. That the opinion that re- 
duction is the only evidence of poison is not the received doc- 
trine of the present day, I will undertake to show presently, 
when I come to speak of the evidence on this point on the part 
of the prisoner. I admit it to be the best evidence. 

I am willing to go further than I suppose will be required 
of me, and to concede not only that this test or that test, 1 do 
not use the word in its technical acceptation, is inconclusive; 
but to deny that even the reproduction of the arsenic in the 
form of a metallic ring is conclusive for the purpose of evi- 
dence here. If a metallic ring were produced before you 
and submitted for your inspection, would it be in your esti- 
mation, unused as you necessarily are to such examinations, 
conclusive? Certainly not. You could not pretend to say 
that because you saw something glittering on the inner sur- 
face of a glass tube, that it was arsenic, or that arsenic had 
been in the place it came from. Still further, if individuals 
supposed to be competent judges, were to pronounce that 
riug to be metallic arsenic, would it be conclusive? As cer- 
tainly not. You would then be told that an arsenical ring, 
like a naliaceous odor, might be mistaken, that the eye might 
be deceived ; and witnesses would be examined before you to 
show that errors on this point too had been, and might be 
committed. In short, sir, science, yields nothing that can be 
considered conclusive for the purposes of cnminal justice. 
Reproduction of arsenic, had it been effected here, would only 
have added a link to what was strong enough already, and 
you would have been told then, as I believe you will be told 
now, that if from the accumulation of results, tfymptoms, 
post mortem appearances, however partially examined, chem- 
ical experiments, however imperfectly performed, aliaceous 
smell, or other things, you are satisfied that the individual 
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died of poison, it is abundantly suflBcient I deny that any 
one chemical result would be conclusive, or is essential. 

I have said, and now repeat, that the cumulative evidence 
on which this part rests; arises from a state of facts which 
can be accounted for on no other principle than the presence 
and action of a poison. What is that evidence t An individ- 
ual in the house of the deceased purchases a quantity of a 
deadly poison. The death is caused by a sudden, inexplica- 
ble, and violent disease, resembling, to use no stronger M’ord, 
in its character the disease produced by that very poison. 
After a lapse of time, the body is disinterred, and presents 
appearances corresponding with those said to be produced 
by that poison. A chemical examination of a portion of the 
body is made, and results, whether faint or decided it is not 
material now to inquire, are attained, indicating the prt««*nce 
of the same poison. And in addition to this, we have the 
opinions of skillful physicians and chemists, reluctantly and 
deliberately expressed, confirming fully the views which w’e 
ask you to take. In this chain of evidence there is all that 
skepticism can ask, and far moi'e than unbiased reason will 
require. 

First, then, as to the symptoms — are they not the symptoms 
of poisoning by arsenic f Precistdy so. I am of course not 
to be understood as saying that every symptom of arsenical 
poison was exhibited here. No two cases of the kind corre- 
sponding in detail, no one case ever has occurred in which all 
observed symptoms appeared. But what I mean to say is, 
that there was no symptom exhibited in the case of Mr. Chap- 
man, but was a symptom of disease caused by this spwies of 
poison. The Jury will probably recollect the symiitoms as 
detailed by several of the witnesses, and though reluctant to 
trouble them with reading authorities, I will select from an 
approved one the best summary of the general symptoms I 
have been able to find. It will then be for them to make the 
requisite comparison. I read from Ckristison, 216: 

“Soon after the sickness has begun, or about the same time, the 
region of the stomach feels painful, the pain being commonly * 
burning Hrni , Violent fits of vomiting and retching then speedily 
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ensue, especially when drink is taken. There is often, also, a sense 
of dryness, heat and tightness in the throat, creating aii incessant 
desire to drink; and this aifection of the throat often precedes the 
vomiting. Occasionally it is altogether wanting, at other times so 
severe as to be attended with fits of suffocation, and convulsive vom- 
iting at the sight of fluids. Hoarseness and difficulty of speech are 
commonly combined with it. The matter vomited, as in other cases 
of long continued vomiting, is greenish or yellowish; but sometimes 
it is streaked or mixed with, blood, particularly when the case lasts 
longer than a day. In no long time after the first illness, diarrhoea 
generally makes its apjiearance, but not always. ... In other 
cases the great intestines are hardly affected at all. About this time 
tlie pain in the pit of the stomach is excruciating, and is often likened 
by the sufferer to a fire burning within him. The general system 
always sympathizes acutely with the local derangement. The pulse 
commonly becomes very small, feeble, and rapid, soon after the vom- 
iting sets in ; and in no long time it is often imperceptible. This state 
of the pulse is naturally attended with great coldness, clammy sweats, 
and even lividity of the feet and hands. The countenance is com- 
monly collapsed from an early period, and almost always expressive 
of great torture and extreme anxiety, the eyes are red and spark- 
ling,” etc. 

Now what were the symptoms here, and were they not all, 
with the exception of deafness, which may he referred to 
paralysis, identical with the symptoms which are exhibited 
in cases of arsenical poisoning? Anne Bantom, Panning, 
and Boutcher, who saw the deceased at different times from 
Monday till his death, speak of him as vomiting, or rather 
attempting constantly to vomit — ^they describe spells of agony 
of this kind of considerable duration in which he seemed to 
suffer intensely — the attempts to vomit seemed to increase 
when anything in the shape of liquid was given — ^he had 
violent spells of restlessness — he complained of misery at his 
stomach — ^he said most of his sickness was at his stomach — 
he had a burning heat at his stomach, which appeared to 
him just like fire. Dr. Knight, who saw him for the first 
time on Tuesday evening, describes him as suffering under 
a burning pain at the pit of the stomach, of which the action 
was violent— considerable vomiting and purging — extremities 
cold as far as the knees — ^mouth dry and considerable thirst 
— at times, toward the end, delirious without fever — ^pulse 
small and tremulous, and his countenance evincing the great- 
est anxiety. Dr. Phillips, when he saw Mr. Chapman on 
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Wednesday, found him, as he has told you, in articido mortis. 
His extremities were cold, clammy, and shrunken, his skin 
collapsed — ^his hearing gone, with which the witness was par- 
ticularly struck — the countenance evinced a good deal of anx- 
iety, and he seemed desirous to know whether he should or 
should not recover — ^liis senses were much impaired — and a 
short time before deatli there was an involuntary discharge 
per annum of a bloody serum. 

These are the symptoms of this case of viohuit disease and 
death, and without now referring to the opinions on them, 
put in evidence before you, I ask a comparison between them 
and the symptoms of arsenical poison given in the authority 
I have cited, as well as so satisfactorily stated by Dr. (l^oates, 
■when examined in this cause. That they are not exclusively 
symptoms of poisoning I might concede. It is quite imma- 
terial for the purpose of my argument, whether they are or 
are not. They are symptoms analogous, strictly so, to those 
produced by poison, and whether fallacious or not, so far, 


they are important. 

Of the appearances after death I may say the same thing 
that 1 have said of the symptoms during life. They are pre- 
oisely such as the action of this mineral poison produces, lie- 
fore interment there were three very significant phenomena 
in the body which are distinctly in evidence l)efore you. I 
refer to the livid spots, the preternatural rigidity of the inus- 
eles, and to what may relate to the very period of dissolution, 
the bloody discharge per anum. To the latter, as indicative 
of a local inflammation of the rectum, known to he a dis- 
tinetive symptom of arsenical diseasi^, considerale importance 
has been attached during the examination of the 
The existence of the discharge itself has been doubtcxl. but 
is I think beyond a question. Dr. Phillips dis inctly, and 
of his own accord, specified it as one of the remarkable synip- 
toms of the case, and one of those for which he was unaWe 
to account. The other witnesses, not professional men, who 
were present, if they do not recollect, certainly do not di^ 
prove*\t. The peculiar pale color and healfty appearance 
72e larger ilrtines, as proved by Dr. Hopkmson and 
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Dr. Coates, show that this discharge, if it existed, resulted 
from a local inflammation. Dr. Knight and two other wit- 
nesses, prove that immediately after Mr. C.’s death, livid or 
rather purple spots, appeared on different parts of the face 
and head— that the lips and nails assumed a dark blue color, 
and that there was decided and remarkable discoloration be- 
hind the ears, over and below the eyes, and in other places. 
Mr. Boutcher, a witness who states that he has been at differ- 
ent times in his life in the habit of laying out dead bodies, 
expressly proves to you that within a time that appeared to 
him unusually short, according to the evidence in less than 
two hours, the muscles of the deceased had become singularly 
rigid. I need not trouble you with a reference to my notes 
on this point. Mr. Chapman died between three and four 
o’clock a. m., the days being then at their greatest length, 
and it was about daylight that the body was laid out, and the 
rigidity observed by the witness. 

Among the authorities put in evidence this morning by 
the counsel for the prisoner, there is one to which I wiU refer 
the Court on this last point. I refer to Jaeger’s Inaugural 
Discourse on the Effects of Arsenic, referred to by Mr. Mc- 
Call, where 1 find these appearances mentioned as charac- 
teristic. I read but a sentence or two: 

“In whatever way arsenic was applied. Dr. Jaeger observed no 
change upon the skin except the paleness and some blue spots nine 
hours after death, upon the girl already mentioned” (a girl of twelve 
years of age, poisoned by a solution of the black oxide of arsenic). 

“The inflammatory appearances continue, though in a less degree, 
through the small to the vicinity of the large intestines, which is gen- 
erally free from them, and only contains an increased quantity of 
effused mucus; but the rectum again is inflamed, and its inner coat 
swollen and softened.” 

“The voluntary muscles were constantly and iiniversally rigid; the 
limbs sometimes bent, hut generally extended.” 

“In three cases the body is mentioned as having been discolored 
or mailed with livid spots; in one even blistered; and one was highly 
fetid.” Edinburgh Med. Journal, 1811, p. 80. 

I come now, Gentlemen of the Jury, to the appearances on 
dissection. I regret that I am compelled to dwell upon these 
details. It is, however, the more necessary, as this part of 
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our case has been made the object of the most vehement at- 
tack. Something, too, much indeed, is due to the witnesses 
who have been examined on this subject. The examination 
made by Dr. Hopkinson has been decried as a partial and 
an imperfect one. I do not know that it is necessary for his 
vindication that I should deny that it was so. He himself, 
with a candor and frankness that I am sure was properly 
estimated by all who listened to him, admitted that it was so. 
But what then? Are the morbid and characteristic appear- 
ances which were exhibited, to be disregarded, because every 
fibre of the dead body is not laid open before you? Is that 
which is seen and known to be treated as worthless, because 
all is not seen and known? Is active inflammation of the 
stomach and alimentary canal, to pass for a healthy appear- 
ance, because the brain, and the heai't, and the lungs, were 
not inspected, too? Suppose for a moment that the brain, 
or the heart, or the lungs, or any part of the body that was 
not examined, had presented traces of the operation of 
chronic disease. Would the appearances that were exhibited, 
illustrated as they are by the symptoms, be less significant? 
ITnciuestionably not. Would congestion of the brain, or ossi- 
fication of the heart, or the rupture of a blood-vessel, account 
for symptoms and appearances like th(»se? I speak with dif- 
fidence and under correction, but I should think they would 
not. We have the greatest reason to regret that the examina- 
tion terminated where it did. Discoveries might have been 
made which would have strengthened, none could have oc- 
curred that would have weakened the case of the prosecu- 
tion. So far, however, as it goes, it is perfectly satisfactory. 

Connected, however, with this point, it is proper to refer 
to the remarkable preservation of the body of the deceased. 
It is in evidence that Dr. Hopkinson ’s examination did not 
lake place till exactly three months after interment, yet after 
this lapse of time, contrary to experience, all the diseased 
parts of the body are found in a state of preservation, while 
the extremities, which are the portions least liable to the ef- 
fects of the alleged disease, are discovered in a state of ordi- 
naiy decay. Of every professional witness that was exam- 
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ined, I asked the question as to the comparative influence of 
decay on healthy and diseased parts of the body, and from 
all I received the answer I anticipated, that diseased portions 
in ordinary cases putrefy first. The only exception to this 
rule that we have suggested to us is the case of inflammation 
produced by the action of arsenic. That material is said by 
all the witnesses to be believed to have preservative powers. 
This is another coincidence, to be received for what it is 
worth, of which we claim the benefit. An attempt has been 
made to attribute the unusual preservation of this body to 
natural causes, and more than one witness has been examined 
here to show, what no one, I believe, dreamed of disputing, 
that the character of the soil and other circumstances will 
promote or retard decay. It is remarkable, however, that 
though we have been told a great deal here about the prob- 
able character of the soil seven or eight feet beneath the sur- 
face, in All-Saint’s church yard — of its dryness — its pre- 
servative tendency, and so forth, that the fact is clearly 
proved by the physicians who disinterred the body (I refer 
particularly to the evidence of Dr. Coates), that there was 
actual moisture in the grave, and that the head, which was 
exposed to its action, was in an advanced stage of putrefac- 
tion. 

I do not know that it is necessary for me to meddle with 
what is represented to be the disputed point of the antiseptic 
powers of arsenic. It is no immaterial concession to us that 
it is a disputed point. 'Ihexe are, however, one or two pointa 
of detail connected with this supposed preservative process, 
to which it is not altogether immaterial to call the atten- 
tion of the jury, bearing in mind throughout, that the argu- 
ment now offered depends on an accumulation of analogies 
between this case and others of admitted poisoning. Inde- 
pendently of the general state of preservation, there were in 
it other peculiar appearances not undeserving a passing re- 
mark. Dr. Hopkinson, whose experience as a demonstrator 
of anatomy is very great, and who has, as he told us, dis- 
sected several hundred subjects, was struck with the remark- 
able firmness of texture and dryness in the case of Mr. Chap- 
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man. He says, in his evidence, that portions of the. viscera 
seemed disposed rather to dry than to putrefy, and that it 
was as if it had been hung up to dry. He adds, distinctly, 
that he had never observed such dryness before. In the in- 
vestigations that have been made abroad, in relation to the 
antiseptic properties of this mineral poison, this appearance 
of dryness has invariably been observed. 

As properly belonging to this part of the evidence, and as 
forming a part of this chapter of coincidences, I will here 
refer to the only remaining circumstance of this post mortem 
examination. It furnished an analogy which was casually 
mentioned by the witness, but which seems to me, on the 
score of its simplicity alone, to be not unvrorihy considtTa- 
tion. The Jury will recollect what I refer to, when 1 men- 
tion the resemblance of the odor proceeding from the detached 
portion of Mr. Chapman’s body, and that produced by the 
stomach and intestine from the almshouse, into which Dr. 
Mitchell had injected a quantity of Fowler’s solution. T^oth 
Dr. Hopkinson and Dr. Mitchell obm^rved a peculiar simdl in 
this case, which neither recollected having met with b(*fore, 
and which, you will remember, was compared by the forini^r, 
to that of ^‘Scotch herring.” Dr. Mitchell having procured a 
portion of a stomach and intestine for the purpose of form- 
ing some analogous experiments, injected a cjuantity of ar- 
senic, and left it, in consequence of other engagements, lor 
a month or two in his laboratory. On examining it after this 
interval, he found it had not putrefied, and that it yielded 
the same peculiar smell he had observed in Mr. Cha])man s 
stomach — a smell which the Doctor described as new to him, 
and which he never remembers to have met "with but in these 
two cases. 

I come now to the only remaining set of facts in evidence 
on this part of the case. I mean the results of the chemical 
analysis by Dr. Mitchell and Mr, Clemson. I have already 
expressed my views incidentally in relation to the evidence 
which such inquiries ought to furnish, and how inconclusive, 
in the strict sense of the word, they must be even when most 
successful. In the same spirit I am disposed, foUowing the 
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example of the witnesses themselves, to concede that, with a 
singtle exception, the chemical results were unsatisfactory. 
Certainly, no visible reproduction of the arsenic took place. 
I am not altogether satisfied with the peremptory abandon- 
ment of the preliminary experiments by the witnesses who 
made them, or the unqualified denunciation oi them by the 
solitary witness for the prisoner, who, with characteristic 
quickness, saw their utter failure at a glance. The chemical 
reagents, if they gave no strictly characteristic precipitates, 
at least produced tints in the suspected fluid, not dissimilar 
from, those which were looked for. But as they are given 
up on all hands, I yield them too; and giving to the prisoner 
the benefit of all these failures and defects, I proceed to that 
part of the analysis which did not fail. I mean the produc- 
tion of what is called the aliaccous smell. And here too I am 
disposed to give the counsel the advantage of the partial con- 
cession that this alone is not a sufficient indication of the 
presence of arsenic. I speak now as a lawyer judging of the 
worth of evidence, not as a scientific man determining what, 
in comparison with the solemn issue of this inquiry, may be 
called an abstraction. But it is not alone that we offer this 
result for your consideration. It is in conjunction with others 
far more essential that we offer it. And it is in conjunction 
with other matters of evidence in this case, of more apparent 
weight, that, if I mistake not, it will acquire an importance, in 
a scientific point of view, which perhaps, as a test, it never 
had before. As presented to you it involves but one simple 
question, whether there is or is not a distinctive smell in the 
fumes of arsenic, and whether the witnesses were or could 
be mistaken in it. Mr. Clemson, who first perceived it while 
attempting the process of reduction, thinks he cannot be mis- 
taken in it. Dr. Mitchell, who also perceived it, tells you he 
has never been able to imitate it, and that eveiy substance 
which is said to evolve it, produces what to his sense is widely 
dissimilar. He told you too what was the ground of his con- 
fidence in Mr. Clemson ’s accuracy on this point, and narrated 
the manner in which he had tested it. I need not refer you 
more minutely to wBat was said by the witnesses on this head, 
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nor need I pay to the gentleman on whose evidence this part 
of the case rests, a tribute of praise, which, as from me, to 
him would be of little value. Ineonelusive as this odor recog* 
nized by Mr. Clemson has been said to be in itself, I have 
referred to it, and rely on it now, as forming no insignifieant 
element in that accumulation of evidence on which this case 
depends. If the manipulation had been perfect — if the chem* 
ical reagents had thrown down precipitates pronounced to 
be perfectly and strictly characteristic by all who saw them. 
Dr. Togno, inclusive, it would undoubtedly have been better, 
particularly as a matter of science. If the tube which Mr. 
Clemson held had not been broken by the heat of the spirit 
lamp, and the volatized metal, instead of escaping through 
the apartment, had been condensed in a ring of metal on the 
tube, and that ring had in its turn been tested, it would have 
been better still. But in the absence of all these desirable, 
though, as I again assert, not essential results, we rely, and 
rely securely, on the result which was attained, and which, 
corroborated as it is by every other circumstance in this case, 
is all-important and amply sufficient. Were I disposed to 
depart from the line I have prescribed to myself, I might 
here notice the manner in which the counsel of the prisoner 
have attempted to invalidate this part of the evidence, by 
the production of a single scientific witness before this Court. 
I waive it for the present. When I come to notice that gen- 
tleman’s evidence in its appropriate place, I wdll endeavor to 
pay to it, too, the tribute it deserves. 

The Commonwealth has not, however, rested its case here. 
In addition to these facts and details, on which yon are asked 
for yourselves to pronounce a judgment, we have put in evi- 
dence a series of medical and scientific opinions on the same 
state of facts which deserve, and I am sure, will receive great 
consideration at your hands. These, too, are opinions not 
only cautiously and deliberately formed, but most reluctantly 
expressed here. There are, on the part of the Commonwealth, 
no amateur witnesses. It is but justice to the gentlemen 
who have been examined on the part of the prosecution, to 
say, that they have come here only becatise they have been 
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compelled to do so under the process of this Court, and that 
the duties which they have so conscientiously performed, 
were wholly unsolicited hy them. For the manner, the cau- 
tious and delica^ manner, in which those duties were per- 
formed, I need only refer to your recollections. In those 
opinions thus given in evidence, it is most remarkable that 
there is no discrepancy. Some had fewer opportunities of 
observation than others. But all in language more or less 
Histinct, unite in the result to which we ask you to come on 
all the evidence, that William Chapman died of poison. 

The attending physicians considered it a case of myste- 
rious disease. Dr. Phillips told you that at the time he was 
not able to account for the death, and that he is not able to 
do so now. He saw the deceased for the first time on Sun- 
day, the inth, and then regarded his indisposition as trifiing. 
Wlien he saw him next, however, on Wednesday. 22nd. to 
use his own words, he “was very much astonished” to find 
him literally in the agonies of death. Dr. Knight, who at- 
tended him from Tuesday till he died, says as distinctly, “he 
can on no known principle account for his death.” 

Dr. Hopkinson, the next medical witness that was called, 
says, that, in his opinion, founded on what he observed on 
the exhumation of the body, and from what he had heard of 
the symptoms, the deceased came to his death in consequence 
of an infiammation of the stomach, caused by the action of a> 
violent substance such as an irritant i)oison. Dr. Coates, 
giving his reasons also in detail, arrives at the same result, 
and slates to you his deliberate conviction, that he died by 
the action of a corrosive or irritant poison of an arsenical 
character, and on his cross-examination strengthened that 
opinion in a forcible manner, that none of us can have for- 
gotten. While he admitt(>d that it was possible the death 
was a natural one, he distinctly said the possibility was so 
slight as not to deserve examination, and that the proof of 
the presence of poison, independently of the chemical anal- 
ysis, was the strongest possible proof the case admitted of. 
He added, that it was fully adequate to satisfy him as a med- 




LUCRETIA CH APMAN 211 

ical man in a case where life or death was involved in the 
result. 

I cannot, gentlemen, close my remarks on this part of the 
evidence more appropriately, than by reading to you from 
my notes the answer given by the last medical witness (Dr. 
Mitchell) on the part of the prosecution, to the iri(|uiry as to 
his opinion of the cause of Mr. C.’s death. Nor can I do that, 
without saying a single word in relation to the witness him- 
self. What I say is not the mere language of friendly com- 
pliment, though I am happy to call the gentlemiiin I refer to, 
one of my personal friends, but is a tribute of admiration, 
sincerely felt, and now most willingly expressed, for his tes- 
timony, both as to matter and manner, when examined at the 
bar of this Court. He came before this Court a reluctant 
witness. lie came here, as was manifested by every word 
he uttered, peculiarly sensitive to the delicacy recjuired from 
a mere witness to opinion. All he said was scrupulously 
weighed before it fell from his lips, and no opinion was ut- 
tered but was fully approved by his best judgment. Their 
Honors and you will, I am sure, never forget the nice sense 
of propriety, the refined delicacy which induced the witness 
almost peremptorily to decline answering a fpiestion from 
the Bench, because he seemed to fear that the answer might, 
in conser|uence of extrinsic circumstances, acc|uire a force 
with the Jury which, as a matter of science, he thought it 
really did not deserve. For myself I will say, that though I 
believed the answer to be material to the prosecution on this 
point of science, I had in common with the Judge who asked 
the question, too much respect for Dr. Mitchell’s delicacy to 
press the incjuiry. It was highly honorable to him, and if I 
mistake not, left an impression not easily to b(‘ effaced. Con- 
scious as I am that I should injure the force of such testimony 
by any summary I could give, I will in conclusion here read 
that portion of Dr. MitchelFs evidence which relates to his 
opinion of the cause of Mr. Chapman's death. {Mr. Reed 
here read the testimony of Dr. Mitchidl, concluding with the 
following declaration) : — After a careful and considerate 
view of the whole ground, I am unable to resist the conclu- 
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non that William Chapman died because of the presence of 
arsenic in his stomach.” “To this conclusion,” adds the 
witness on his cross^amination, “I came most reluctantly.” 

Such, Gentlemen of the Jury, are the opinions which the 
policy of the law permits to be put in evidence before you. 
Such the opinions by which we ai& you to be guided in form* 
ing your judgment of this part of the case. They are en- 
titled on all accounts to high consideration. They are the 
opinions of skillful and experienced men. They are opin- 
ions deliberately and cautiously formed, and, as I have before 
said, most reluctantly expressed here. There is in them noth- 
ing of the quixotism of theory — not a taint of metaphysical 
and eq>ecTilative paradox. There is none of the mystery of 
science about them. Plain and intelligible in themselves, they 
have been clearly and intelligibly stated to you. There is no 
variation or contradiction among them, and thus harmonious 
and consistent, are entitled to the consideration which I am 
sure, at your hands, they will receive. 

But further than this, you will bear in mind distinctly 
Qiat the opinions of the scientific witnesses for the Common- 
wealth are unimpeached. Yes, sir, with the exception of a 
single discrediting witness on the part of the prisoner, whose 
evidence, I will here examine, wholly unimpeached. But two 
medical witnesses have been produced on the side of the de- 
fense; but one of them has been examined in court. Of Dr. 
Bache’s very cautious, and, as I sincerely believe, conscien- 
tious disposition, 1 shall only say, what 1 do say most em- 
phatically, and subject to correction hereafter if I am in error, 
that in no single particular of fact or opinion does it dis- 
credit any of the witnesses for the Commonwealth. All that 
Dr. Bache says, is said with characteristic caution, and all 
may be safely admitted to be sound doctrine, without weak- 
ening in the slightest degree the evidence presented to you 
on the part of the prosecution. With this remark I dismiss 
it Dr. Togno, however, the principal witness for the pris- 
oner, has given far less pretending, and, if credible, far more 
important evidence. His hand seemed to be against every 
one, though I can assure him no hand has been willingly 
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raised against him. I have no recollection of any single point 
of agreement between him and any of the medical witnesses 
previoudy examined, and in this collision we have forced 
upon us the unpleasant duty, for which perhaps we are little 
qualified, of deciding who is right and who is wrong. I re- 
gret sensibly being obliged to say what may appear harsh and 
unkind of an individual, whom, like Dr. Togiio, I have always 
met on the ground of courtesy and good will. But obtru- 
sively adverse as his evidence has been, I have no alternative 
left to the utter abandonment of our own witnesses in the 
face of the Court and Jury, but plain speaking with regard 
to him. If Dr. Togno’s scientific reputation is to fall a sacri- 
fice, much hs I may deplore it, the blame falls not on ua He 
is felo iie se. If he has not actually infiieted the wound, he 
has supplied the weapon to adversaries whom duty makes 
unrelenting, and has pointed to the vital spot. He shall have 
the consolation of dying by his own sword. I have no right 
to say that this gentleman is a volunteer w’itness in this cause, 
because I presume the service of a subpeena can be regularly 
proved, nor am I disposed, even if his services and his stores 
of knowledge have been voluntarily tendered to the prisoner 
or his counsel, to take from him the credit of doing an un- 
solicited kindness to her or them. With his motives, whether 
chivalric or selfish, I have little concern. Of his conduct and 
his evidence I might say much more than I intend to say. He 
is a witness almost exclusively to opinion, and is produced 
with the avowed object of discrediting on every point the 
scientific opinions given by the Commonwealth’s witnesses. 
I propose to judge him on his own evidence, and from his 
own authorities. If I can show to you a want of candor in 
hia statement of what he actually saw, and positive ignorance 
on one of the most prominent points on which he proposed 
to have formed an opinion, I shall he satisfied. Prom his re- 
lation of what he saw in Dr. Mitchell ’s laborator.v , it might 
be inferred that he took an active share, at least, in the in- 
spection of the experimental processes which were in prog^ 
ress, and from what he told us of his examination of the stom- 
sdi, which of his own accord he took from the jar where it 




214 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


was deposited, we were originally left to believe that the opin- 
ions which he gave ns as to its condition, were founded on 
minute and careful inspection. Now, was this really the fact t 
So far from taking part in the experiments, or being con- 
sulted about them, so entirely did his presence pass without 
observation, that Dr. Mitchell does not seem to have been 
aware of it, and Mr. Clemson, when asked by the counsel, ex- 
pressly says he has no recollection of seeing Dr. Togno at 
any time during the experiments. The fact is, that but for 
the recollection of the witness- himself, the memory of his 
agency and presence on that occasion would be among the 
things lost upon earth. Yet from the glimpses that he had, 
he presumes to form, and under oath to give, opinions in 
which the counsel for the prisoner will ask you to place un- 
bounded confidence. He takes the stomach and intestines 
from the jar, containing, as he thinks, spirit of w'ine, a matter 
about which I am inclined to doubt, examines it during the 
few moments he was there and then comes before you with 
an opinion as to the character of the local dist^ase which is 
intended to induce you actually to disbelieve that that viscus 
was the seat of infiammation at all. And so it might and 
would have operated had not, on his cross examination, the 
question been asked, I think by myself, ‘‘Would you, on so 
partial an examination as you made of that stomach, feel 
authorized to give an opinion which, as a man of science, you 
would wish to be depended on?” The witness was compelled 
to give the answer — ^“I would not.” Yet was not his sage 
speculation as to the condition of the stomach, and his ex- 
planation of its peculiar appearance, paraded before you as 
a credible and serious doctrinal opinion? Was there any 
voluntaiy apology for haste? Was there any difSdence in its 
enunciation? So much for Dr. Togno ’s candor. I have but 
a word to say as to his scientific accuracy. Dr. Togno comes 
here as the partisan of doubt, and the model of cautious ob- 
servation. He sees confusion where others see clearly. He 
is insensible to the distinctive character of this disease and 
that disease, between which others have no difficulty in dis- 
criminating. To his eye, symptoms show nothing, reagents 
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fail to convince him, pathology exhibits no adequate results. 
All to him is inadequate, and eveiy word he uttered was 
meant to impair your confidence in the opinions of our wit- 
nesses, and to induce you to regard them as the careless results 
of imperfect and hasty examination. In his zeal in the cause 
of “reduction,” all else was scorned. “If no arsenic is found” 
— ^I read his own words from my notes — “symptoms, post 
mortem examination, tests, all go for nothing. No poison, 
no poisoning, no cause, no effect.” There is one source of 
uncertainty to which, were I disposed to be uncharitable, I 
might attribute all this confusion. I do not, however, I am 
sure, say too much, Avhen I say that it becomes the advocate 
of skepticism like this, to be accurate in his premises. (!on- 
scious as I was, and as I am, that separately tlu* chcinical 
results in this case were unsatisfactory, 1 made it a point to 
ask each of the medical witnesses the fiuestion. whether eases 
of known poisoning had not occurred, where, in conseiiuence 
of vomiting or other causes, no traces of arsenic we»v de- 
tected after death. From all, except Dr. Tongo, 1 rec(;ivcd 
the reply I anticipated, that many such eas«*s had occurred. 
His answer I do not complain of, as not Ix'ing sufficiently 
Iftplieit. It was abundantly positive and prompt in the neg- 
ative. For the sake of precision, I will use the words of the 
witness as I took them down: “But one case that I know of 
is recorded of dying from arsenic, and no traecss found after 
death, and it is not believed to be true. It is not believed by 
persons who cultivate medical jurisprudence. Orfila does 
not believe that case to be true. When a man dies from ar- 
senic; arsenic is found. Christison also, in every instance, 
where he analyzed the stomach of a person dying from ar- 
senic, found the arsenic by reduction.” We are indebted 
to the witness for being thus distinct, and for dirc'ctiiig us to 
the authorities on which he relies. Availing myself of his 
suggestion, I read from Christism, 49, and will especially 
ask the attention of the Court and Jury to it ; 


“The next point to be examined under the head of chemical evi- 
dence relates to the causes which may remove the poison beyond the 
reach of the inspector. Although poison be not detected m the l*o y 
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— the experimenter being supposed skillful, and the poison of a kind 
which is easily discovered — still, it must not be concluded from that 
fact alone, that poison has not been the cause of death. For it may 
have been all discharged by vomiting or purging; or it may have 
been all absorbed pr decomposed. 1. It may have been discharged 
by vomiting and purging. Thus on the trial of deorge Thom for 
poisoning the Mitohells, held at Aberdeen, at the Autumn Circuit of 
1821, it was clearly proved that the deceased had died of poisoning 
by arsenic; yet by a careful analysis none could be detected in the 
stomach or its contents; for the man lived seven days, and during all 
that time, labored under frequent vomiting. In a remarkable case 
related by Dr. Hoget, arsenic could not be found in the matter vom- 
ited twenty-four hours after it had been swallowed; in another which 
I have described lately in a paper on arsenic, although the person 
lived only five hours, the whole arsenic I could detect in the tissue and 
contents of the stomach did not exceed the fifteenth part of a grain; 
and in an American journal there is a still more striking case of a 
grocer, who died eight hours after swallowing an ounce of arsenic, 
and in whose body none could be found by chemical analysis.” 

In Orfila I find the following passage illustrative of Dr. 
Togno’s position: I read from Vol. I. 209, Toxicologic Oen- 
erale : 

^'Before concluding all that relates to the chemical inquiries for the 
discovery of the presence of arsenic, we must observe, that after the 
death of an individual poisoned by this acid, we may not be able to 
show tlie existence of the poison, with whatever care the analysis of 
the contents of the stomach may be made. Messrs. Jones and Wikely 
mention a case in the London Medical Journal, of a young woman 
who died after having taken a quantity of arsenic mixed with salt. 
The stomach contained about half a pint of a brownish-red fluid ; the 
mucous membrane was inflamed and injured, partially adliering to 
the other coats, and partially detached from tliem. The portion that 
adhered was of an a^iy color, hard to the touch as if cauterized, and 
exhibited to the eye a white powder, wliich was nothing but salt. The 
msophngus and mucous membrane of tlie intestines were inflamed; 
tlie rest of tlie viscera healthy. Every chemical experiment made in 
the hofie of showing the existence of the poison, failed. It was evi- 
dent that the patient, wdio had drunk plentifully of warm water, had 
vomited up all the arsenic. We are assured that all animals who 
have taken this poison dissolved in water, and who have had abun- 
dant vomiting before death, show no traces of it wdien the matter con- 
tained in the stomadi is submitted to chemical analysis.” 

With these tests’’ of Dr. Togiio’s scientific acquirements 
furnished by himself, and which I am sure he cannot com- 
plain of my using, I leave his evidence to have with you all 
the efficacy it deserves. 
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This, then, is the accumulation of testimony on which the 
Commonwealth asks you to believe that William Chapnuin 
died of poison, as alleged in this indictment. If, with this 
amount of evidence, wei have, to use the triumphant language 
of the counsel (Mr. McCall), failed to satisfy you on this pre- 
liminary position, then the charge that this prisoner had any 
agency in that death, falls to the ground. But if evidence 
such as this is to be treated as inadequate — ^if ell the testi- 
mony adduced is worthless and inconclusive, because an ima- 
ginary point is not attained, where certainty is supposed to 
dwell — ^if the cravings of donht are still unsatisfied, then. 
Sir, under this new theory of evidence, we may despair of 
proving anything hereafter. The halls of science and of 
justice may be closed. The career of useful discovery, of all 
inquiry after hidden truth, will be cut short. We have been 
told that “the native hue of resolution is sieklied o’er by the 
pale cast of thought.’’ Sir, it is to the diseased vision of sickly 
doubt, such as is encouraged here, that the plainest objects 
are confused and indistinct. If evidence like this is inade- 
quate, I repeat it, the march of truth is at an end, and we 
may as well at once resolve ourselves into that misty state of 
incredulity which sees nothing, feels nothing, believes noth- 
ing. A failure ! The Commonwealth has failed to make out 
a case of poisoning ! The corpus delicti is not made out ! I 
ask the learned gentlemen who arc to follow me, to make their 
assertions more specific, and less declamatory. While they 
rail so vehemently at the inadequacy of our evidence, and 
so unhesitatingly denounce this and that portion of it, I chal- 
lenge them to account, by the agency of any natural cause, 
for the phenomena, I mean all the phenomena of this case. 
When they do that, I will consent to join the chorus of doubt. 
I will enlist under the banners of skepticism and uncertainty 
along with the counsel and Dr. Togno. But until that is 
done, I must be permitted to claim some consideration for 
the of the prosecution, and to ask credit, full credit, for 
the evidence we have adduced. Something has been said 
about cholera morbus, and the liability to mistake the symp- 
toms of that disease for those of arsenical poisoning. Admit- 
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ting, for the sake of the argument, what I distinctly deny, that 
these symptoms are identical, I might ask with confidence, 
whether cholera morbus would account for what are quite 
as important as the symptoms, the peculiar appearances af- 
ter death, and the results of the chemical inquiries. Unques- 
tionably it would not. Does any one of these witnesses, al- 
ways excepting the doubting gentleman whom I have men- 
tioned so often, and whose name I will promise not to repeat 
again, think this a case of cholera morbus ? Not one. Do the 
physicians who attended Mr. Chapman, think it was a case 
of cholera morbus? They have told you distinctly that they 
cannot account for the symptoms or the death. Yet you are 
asked to believe it was not a case of poisoning by arsenic, 
and that it was a case of cholera morbus, though the pro- 
fessional witnesses discredit it, though the attending physi- 
cians discredit it, and, last of all, though the prisoner herself, 
in the face of this Court, has discredited it. It is among the 
wonders and distinctions of this case, that, while we were 
struggling here for your confidcmcc or distrust as to the 
character of the disease by which the deceased came to his 
death, we should have the opinion of the prisoner herself as 
to the nature of that disease put in evidence accidentally and 
inadvertently, I believe, by her counsel. That opinion rati- 
fies fully the views of the prosecution here. In the letter 
from Mrs. Cliapman to Col. Cuesta, dated at Erie prison, she 
uses this remarkable language, to which I ask your atten- 
tion, especially, “When I reflect that there is a probability 
my dear husband was poisoned.-’ This is a most significant 
concession. The counsel tell you he died a natural death, 
and almost go so far as to tell you what it was caused it. 
The prisoner tells you he died of poison, and in a word dis- 
pels, so far as her opinion goes, all the dimness and uncer- 
tainty that have been conjui*ed up. She tells you it is prob- 
able her husband died of poison. They tell you it was nat- 
ural disease, and natural death, and ask you to attribute it 
to causes which have been specially assigned before you. I 
leave it to the counsel to impeach their client’s deliberate 
opinions on the symptoma of Mr. Chapman’s case put in evi- 
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dence by them, and retort on them tlie (|uestion so signifi- 
cantly put to all our medical witnesses, whether he who 
judges of disease at a distance and on the testimony of others, 
can form as accurate a judgment as he who watches the bed- 
side of the patient, and personally observes every symptom 
that is exhibited. In addition then. Gentlemen of the Jury, 
to the symptoms which are unquestioned symptoms of pois- 
oning, to the post mortem appearances corresponding with 
those caused by the presence of poisoning — to the chemical 
experiments also indicating its existence, to the professional 
opinions fully confirming it — ^in addition to all these matters 
of evidence, connected and ‘‘clamped” together as they are 
by the fact of the purchase of the poison, I ask you to take 
into consideration the declaration of the prisoner herself of 
her belief on the subject, and then to come with me to the 
conclusion, that William Chapman died of the operation of 
poison, and that poison arsenic. 

I come now to the (|uestion of the agency of this prisoner 
in that death, assuming it as proved to have been a violent 
one. And I think if your minds have arrived at this con- 
clusion, you will realize the force of what I have already 
said, that in one event these inquiries are not separate, not 
distinct, but closely and necessarily connected. The issue 
tendered us on the part of the prisoner, as I have told you, 
is between perfect and unspotted innocence, and the black- 
est guilt, and the theory of the defense rests on the allega- 
tion that, down to a crtain period, the prisoner was pure 
in impulse and innocent in conduct, and that even subse- 
quently all that can be laid to her account is what, in the 
expositor of her counsel, is called imprudence and indiscre- 
tion. Crime, you will remember, is not admitted in any form, 
either as matter of commission or connivance. She is, by the 
softening tints of this theory, the loving wife, the affectionate 
mother, and, if I am not mistaken, the counsel depicted the 
agonizing desolation of the broken hearted widow. She was 
bowed down by genuine aflBiction in the house of God, and 
moved by her tears and groans the natural sympathies of the 
reverend gentleman who has been examined here as a wit- 
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nesB in her behalf. She watched her dying husband’s couch. 
Yes! Gentlemen, remember, that too is the necessary in- 
gredient of this theory of innocence and propriety. She 
soothed his dying sufferings — she saw the beginning and 
watched the progress of the disease that was to make her 
a widow and her children orphans. Yet that husband died 
by the agency of the most active and agonizing poison known 
in science, and the mystery, to use the weakest word, of the 
case never occurred to her. The physicians who were in at- 
tendance were struck with amazement at what they saw, and 
now tell you they are at a loss to account for the death, yet 
she who, by the theory of the counsel, was the sick man’s 
guardian nurse, sees nothing but the simple operation of 
natural disease. I refer now to this only as showing how 
closely the two great questions in this case are allied, and 
what a lurid light the fact of the death by poison, once es- 
tablished, sheds upon the evidence immediately relating to 
the prisoner’s conduct. It would be premature to dwell 
more particularly on it in this place. 

You will remember that this, like most atrocious crimes, 
was secret and mysterious. It was the result of a combina- 
tion of conspiracy guarded with all the reserve and secrecy 
that such a design required, and shrouded in the darkness 
suited to such unhallowed councils. Beside the bond of 
common interest which always connects accomplices in guilt, 
but which to prevent the defeat of justice, the policy of the 
law sometiniies severs, there is in this case a tie which is never, 
for the purposes of civil or criminal justice, permitted to be 
broken. They are man and wife; and the secrets of their 
conspiracies are therefore sacred by judgment of the law. 
What they resolved to do, when their plan of blood was sug- 
gested, with whom it originated, by whom it was fostered, 
and by whom matured, how it was carried into effect, when 
the machinery was set in motion, in what way it was made 
to operate on the unsuspecting victim, are questions which, 
so far as they depend on what is called positive, as distin- 
goidied from dreumstantial evidence, we have no means of 
answering. No human being can answer them but tbe pris- 
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oner and her accomplice, and their lips for all the purposes 
of judicial evidence, are sealed in silence. No eye but theirs 
saw the mixture of the potions they prepared. No ear heard 
the arrangement of their designs, or the expressions of their 
confidence. I do not mention this as an apology for circum- 
stantial evidence. With men of intelligence it needs none. 
The answer to all the vapid declamation that ever has been 
or may be uttered against it is, that it is the only evidence 
by which secret crime can ever be detected, and that the in- 
ferences drawn, in the honest exercise of reason, from facts 
that cannot err, and are themselves distinctly proved, are 
justified by every principle of law, reason, justice, or moral- 
ity. All we ask of you, then, on the evidence of facts, such 
as we have laid before you, is the fair exercise of your own 
intelligence. We require nothing else. The counsel have 
told you that the dawn of the intercourse between these pris- 
oners wac illumined by the holy light of chastity. 1 accept 
the metaphor. But that dawn, thus radiant, M'as soon clouded, 
and to that sacred light succeeded the thick, murky darkness 
of unnatural crime, such as we have engaged in developing, 
and it is that darkness the ofilcers of this reviled prosecution 
have been obliged to penetrate, with the aid of such evidence 
as facts and circumstances supply. 

The essential element in such a case, is the existence of a 
motive to crime in the prisoner, and so important is it re- 
garded on all sides, that the counsel told you in language 
not the less just because it is figurative, that this indict- 
ment is built upon motive. And what motive, it is asked, 
could the prisoner have to perpetrate an act like this? Was 
there any conceivable inducement for her to sacrifice all 
she, in her day of innocence and prosperity, enjoyed t We 
agree to this test of our case— we allege no wanton, no gra- 
tuitous enormities. Bad as we believe this prisoner to be, 
and lost to all moral principle as we think this evidence has 
proved her, we have no wish to depict her as one of those 
deformities of humanity which we have read and heard of, 
and of which one of the books on your table contains an 
incredible instance, to whom poisoning and death axe 
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matters of sport. But we will diow what the impulse and 
the inducement were, and what was the promised equivalent 
that, in this disease of fancy, tempted her to guilt and ruin. 
She was, 1 take the picture as drawn by her own witnesses, 
in the midst of this world’s happiness, and had within her 
reach all those means of enjoyment that usually fall to mor- 
tal allotment. She was a wife who, I say it in justice to the 
memory of one, of whom, in the mortal struggle here, not a 
word of praise has yet been uttered, was beloved and caressed 
by a husband, whose honest affection was worth possessing. 
She was the mother of children whom, I say this in justiec 
to her, she loved, and who, judging from what has been ex- 
hibited to us, were worthy of a mother’s love. She was pur- 
suing an honest and respectable avocation. This is what was 
on one side of the account; what was on the other I will 
presently show, and I avail myself at once of the occasion 
to remove what I believe to be a misconception on the part 
of the prisoner’s counsel as to what we allege to have been 
her motives and impulses. 

It seems to be imagined that we attribute all that occurred 
to the influence of licentious passion, and consider the mur- 
der as the consequence of adultery only. This certainly is 
not my view of it. I say now, if it has not been rendered 
manifest by the course of our examination, and I invite the 
counsel to the inspection of my position, that I attribute thic 
crime to a complicated motive operating on a moral tem- 
perament radically diseased, and the allied impulses that I 
assign for it are not only the licentious appetite which dishon- 
ored the closing hours of her murdered husband’s life, and 
placed her inextricably in her seducer’s power, but avarice 
to be satisfied by the wealth she supposed that seducer to 
possess, and ambition of the rank and honors with which 
she believed him to be clothed. With this theoiy of the mo- 
tive, the counsel will believe me when I tell them we con- 
cede most fully that the prisoner was the victim (not, how- 
ever, the innocent victim) of Mina’s falsehoods. Down to a 
certain period, long subsequent to her husband’s heath, she 
believed them all. Yes ! all. Incredible, monstrous, as those 
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fictions now appear, she believed them ! And, believing them, 
there was no want of motive, adequate motive, to a mind like 
her's. The physician to the mind diseased was at hand here 
to exasperate disease, to hasten the sluggish malady. Money, 
immense wealth, was the burden of every tale the tempter 
told — his trunk of diamonds, and his mines of silver — ^his 
thousands in this country, and his millions in Mexico— his 
rank, his titles, his great connections — these were his chosen 
themes. How these were to be secured she well knew, and 
yet we are asked for a motive. I take the tlu^ory given me 
by the counsel, that she was deceived, grossly, fatally de- 
ceived, and I tell them my theory is that that deception was 
the great secret of her crime. The whole mystery is solved 
by the prisoner’s solemn declaration to Mrs. Smith, when 
speaking of her marriage: ‘‘I can declare to you, ]\Irs. Smith, 
on holy writ, that had not the Consnrs sister told me Mina 
was a gentleman of very large fortune in his own country, 
I should not have been deceived, but she said so. and T be- 
lieved it.’’ What the progress of this deception was. and 
how the impulse it supplied became allied with that of adul- 
terous passion, I wdll presently show, when T come to examine 
the evidence in detail. The preliminary ground T now take 
is this, that Mrs. Chapman believed Mina to b«‘ what he rep- 
resented himself to be, and she Imew that the only Avay to 
secure to herself participation of th(^ wealth and honors for 
which her tainted fancy longed, was marriagf? with tludr 
supposed possessor, which could only be consummated by the 
death of her lawful husband. Tf to the illustration of the 
motive thus supplied, we add evidence of adulterous inter- 
course prior to her husband’s death, which placed her wholly 
within her paramour’s control, and added the fear of de- 
tection to the other impulses that w'cre tourturing her mind, 
the coincidence between the manufacture of the letter in 
Mr. Durand’s store, which I pledge myself to show you was 
meant for her inspection only, and the purchase of the poison 
— ^the occurrence of the marriage so indecently and unneces- 
sarily hurried before her husband’s corpse was scarce cold in 
its grave, the dramatic spectacle of the grief so ostentatiously 
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made in All-Saints church after her marriage, the real state 
of her feelings to the dead and the living husband, as de- 
veloped in her love-letters to Mina, and, last of all, her con- 
duct and language when suspicion first was awakened, and 
after she knew Mina to be an impostor, we shall, I think, 
have made out the position my colleague took in his open- 
ing, that this wretched woman is guilty to the full extent 
of the dark crime laid in the indictment. 

I will now proceed to the narrative as illustrated by the 
evidence. Let us pause one moment, and see what was the 
relative position of this now desolate family, when the hero 
of this dismal tragedy appears. 1 say its relative condition, 
for what amount of positive prosperity and tranquility was 
there enjoyed, in spite of all the evidence which has been laid 
before us, we have no means of knowing. Both its pros- 
perity and its tranquility are, to my mind, at least equivocal. 
But as matter of contrast with the horror and crime which 
afterwards desolated it, it was a happy and prosperous, and 
making relative what the glowing diction of the counsel has 
described as positive and substantial, 1 will concede it to have 
been the abode of harmony and domestic peace. At the 
threshold of this home of innocence and prosperity, on the 
ninth of May last, a stran^r asked for alms, and happy, it 
is truly said, would it have betm for this prisoner and her 
family, if that boon had been refused, and the beggar had 
been thrust out to seek elsewhere the charity he claimed. If 
I were to select my language I would not describe that stran- 
ger, thus cherished by the warmth of genuine charity, as the 
destroyer only, as the counsel has called him, though certainly 
destruction and desolation have followed his steps. It was 
rather the tempter that came. Tes! Sir. The tempter who 
was to extend his subtle wiles over all about him, and, using 
as his ready instrument, the wretched being now before you, 
was, in the course of one little month, to complete all the ne- 
farious projects of his prolific brain, and with other hands 
to consummate the darkest of mortal crimes. I am unwil- 
ling, Gentlemen, to refer oftener than is necessary, ta the 
evidence of the little girl who has been examined l^fore us. 
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but there was something so touching in her trembling accents, 
and so simple in the few words with which she described 
Mina’s arrival at Andalusia, that I cannot but ask you to 
recall them, and then think of all the horrors that have fol- 
lowed. “My father was rocking the child in the rocking 
chair, when Mina came in.” In one month from that time, 
that kind father, of whom the child could scarcely speak 
without tears, was slumbering in his bloody grave, and his 
place was usurped by the author of his ruin. The first, words 
that Mina uttered comprised his oft told tale of wealth and 
dignity. The story was believed. Great credit has been 
claimed for the prisoner for the charitable impulse which 
actuated her in so readily acceding to the re<juest for a night’s 
lodging, and it will be recited as evidence of the relentless 
skepticism of the prosecution, if I venture to doubt the gen- 
uineness of that charity. But, Gentlemen, if this pure flame 
did brighten in the recesses of a heart w'here I am justified in 
saj'ing few kind feelings have found a place, it was but a jet 
that died in its birth. A less pure impulse soon succeeded, 
for we find from the prisoner’s disclosures made long sub- 
sequently to Mr. McTlvaine, that immediately after Minn’s 
arrival, it was a subject of congratulation between his hosts, 
that so rich a man, who had it in his power to do so mucili in 
a pecuniary point of view for them, had accidentally found 
refuge in their house. 

It is among the mysteries of this dark transaction, that 
this gilded bait was so readily swallow(?d. It is almost in- 
conceivable that such a tale told by such a man should be 
believed. A wanderilig mendicant, w’ith scarcely rags to 
cover him, speaking the language! with th(! great<!st difficulty, 
represents himself as the possessor of rank and wealth, and 
tells a history of adventure, we might think, too nksurd for 
one moment’s credit. The prisoner is not an ignorant woman, 
and certainly has abundant intelligence. Yet his tale, with 
all its essential absurdity and inconsistency, is believcd-- 
implicitly — .unhesitatingly believed. The next day, such is 
her anxiety about this attractive stranger, the prisoner ac- 
companies Mina to Bordentown to visit his alleged friend at 
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Joseph Bonaparte’s. What occurred on that ride, we have 
no means of knowing. The only individual who accompanied 
them is not produced. But whatever did occur and what* 
ever was told by the Spaniard to the prisoner, to the secrets 
of that ride may be traced all the influence he so soon ac- 
quired, and the confirmation of the incipient delusion by 
which her diseased fancy w(is already possessed. Nothing, 
it is admitted, occurred during that expedition, calculated 
to produce rational confidence, yet from that time, such was 
the art of the tempter, and the credulous facility of his vic- 
tim., that she never doubted. Immediately on her return, in 
the full flow of exultation and confidence, we find her boasting 
of the rich prize bestowed on her. The day she came back 
she had a conversation with Ellen Shaw, who cautioned her 
against deception. Considering what has occurred, and the 
relation of the parties, this was in all respects, a remarkable 
conversation. She told Ellen Shaw she would soon have thou- 
sands where she had dollars now — ^that she had concluded to 
let Mina stay three years ; that he was rich in his own country, 
and would send for diamonds for her; she was to teach him 
English, and he was to give her $2,000 a year. Ellen Shaw 
told her he was a Spaniard, and nobody knew what he might 
do. She replied he was a dear young man, and she was going 
to take him in as her own son, that she would be a mother 
to him. and her children should be sisters and brothers to 
him, Ellen then told her Mina did not look like a man that 
had much, to which she said nothing. “After that,” adds 
the witness, “Mrs. Chapman and Lino were in the room 
together almost all the time.** This occurred, you will re- 
member, on the 10th of May, the day after Mina came to the 
prisoner’s house. 

The confidence thus suddenly generated was not, however, 
so complete as to render further confirmation unnecessary, 
and from time to time we have new incidents and new false- 
hoods calculated to strengthen it. You have heard the de- 
tailed account of the visit to the Mexican Consul, and have 
seen how the occurrence of that visit tended to increase this 
wretched woman’s delusion. She returned from Philadel- 
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phia with the firm conviction, justified, I think you will again 
agree with me in saying, by no substantial reason, but never- 
theless, with the first conviction that all Mina’s representa- 
tions of his rank and wealth were true. Swayed by the ruling 
passion which has so fatally infludnced her destiny, she 
seems to have been perversely and resolutely insensible to 
every circumstance calculated to awaken her from this dream 
of imagination, and to have reposed in unsuspecting credul- 
ity in defiance of all warning. 

From time to time Mina seems to have thought it expe- 
dient to strengthen her delusion. That necessity, however, 
gave him but little trouble, for he had only to invent some 
new falsehood and gild it well, to have it readily believed. 
On the 28th of May, he makes his will, and deposits it with 
the prisoner, by which he gives to her a munificent legacy. 
This symbol of future wealth, though hearing on its face the 
characters of falsehood, was cherished by her as the repre- 
sentative of riches. It was, you will recollect, in the Spanish 
language, which she did not understand, and purported to 
be worth, by the figures in the margin, the enormous amount 
of a million five hundred thousand dollars, though in the 
text it is but fifteen thousand dollars. That discrepancy 
could not have been known to her. and in all probability 
to her excited imagination this paltry bit of paper scrawled 
over with characters scarcely legible, was the symbol of the 
enormous sum stated in its margin. It formed an appro- 
priate part of the system of received falsehood which seems 
to have possessed her. and is the legitimate companion of the 
trunk of diamonds, and the mines of gold and silver, of which 
he represented himself to be the possessor. Everything, in 
short, tended to pamper the morbid anpetite which consumed 
her, and to nurse the infatuation which was leading her step 
by step to ruin. 

What, then, was the relation of these parties at the expira- 
tion of a fortnight from Mina’s arrival t He had become 
completely domesticated, and through one member of the 
• family had acquired an influence over the rest, against which 
it was vain to struggle. For his convenience and his com- 
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fort, the affairs of the family were neglected, the school was 
abandoned, and the active member of the household seems to 
have had no other care than to minister to the rich stranger’s 
wants and promote his convenience. This brings me to the 
next incident of this romance of history, and to the opening 
of the volume of actual and atrocious crime. The desire of 
securing wealth and rank I have stated to be one of the al- 
leged motives to the commission of this murder; I come now 
to the additional impulse of licentious passion. 

And here, too, we are triumphantly told, that the Com- 
monwealth has failed, miserably failed. Where is the evi- 
dence of licentious intercourse? Where is. the proof of this 
treason to her husband? Where is the overt act of adultery? 
“Indiscretion and imprudence” she may be charged with, 
but of the taint of crime she is as free as innocence itself. 
This is all very well. It sounds well, and looks like the bold- 
ness of conscious innocence. It is very fair declamation, and 
nothing is more allowable by the rules of forensic logic than 
to ask questions, and then to answer them yourself. But with 
the permission of the gentleman, I will put in a supplemental 
answer to his tauting interrogatories, and if he chooses then 
to write “indiscretion” and “imprudence” opposite what 
I shall submit are in evidence here, he will permit me, in 
charity to himself, to believe he is speaking his client’s lan- 
guage, and not his own. The Commonwealth has failed to 
show the existence of an improper intimacy between these 
prisoners. Let us see how this matter really is. It is clearly 
in evidence before you that the prisoner and Mina rode to- 
gether for hours alone — that, she would lock herself up in 
a room with him and shut close the windows of the apart- 
ment — that she went to the city with him, and remained 
there, separated from her husband and family for at least 
three days — that she permitted him to take gross liberties 
with her person, to lie in her lap, and fold her in his arms, 
whilst they sang love songs to each other — ^that on one oc- 
casion (remember, gentlemen, it is a wife and a mother of 
whom I am speaking) she was seen lying on his bed in her * 
night clothes, and at another time they were seen kissing 
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each other. All this is in dear evidence before you, and it is 
this which you are asked to pronounce “indiscretion and im- 
prudence.” Tes, this kissing and fondling, this daily, hourly, 
habitual indecency, this, actual .corporeal prostitution, this 
shameless indulgence of appetite, is nothing — ^it is the mere 
levity of thougtless innocence — ^the mere “indiscretion and 
imprudence” of unsuspicious purity — ^it is no overt act of 
crime. But no, say the counsel, we deny that there is any 
evidence of all this. The witnesses that prove it are perjured 
— ^they are unworthy of credit — ^they have contradicted them- 
selves. This, I confess, is safer ground than justification. 
But still it will not do. I appeal with confidence to the Court 
and Jury, if this allegation of contradiction and perjury is 
sustainable. Is Ellen Shaw perjured t Is Ann Bantom per- 
jured 1 Are Esther Bache and Edwin B. Panning perjured T 
No, Gentlemen, there never were better or more credible wit- 
Tiaaftw produced in a court of justice, and I deny that on any 
point ftaaftTitifll to the veracity of their statements here, did 
they in the slightest degree contradict themselves. You will 
easily conceive that it is no trifiing matter to be exposed to 
the trial which those witnesses have endured, and to be the 
passive objects of the searching interrogatories and the with- 
ering frowns of the gentleman who has conducted the cross- 
examination ; yet, severe as was the test, it was fairly met, 
and the humble individuals who have been examined before 
you, strong in their belief of the truth of what they told, 
could not be driven from their ground by the harmless thun- 


der of that voice or the lightning of that eye. 

But it is said, even admitting there was affection and so- 
licitude felt by the prisoner for this stranger, it was parental 
affection, the care of a parent watching over a child; and to 
sustain this new position, great reliance is placed on the al- 
leged impaired health of Mina, and his liability to fits, which 
rendered constant personal attendance necessary. In rela- 
tion to these alleged fits I shall only say what the evidence 
justifies me in saying, that he never had a fit while he was 
at Andalusia, and that the prisoner never for one moment 
beUeved he had. For eighteen months previously to May 
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last, while he was an inmate of the penitentiary, he had no 
fits, and we have no evidence of his ever having one since he 
left the prisoner’s house. No one of the residents in that 
house believed he had fits, and every witness that has been 
examined has described them in such a way, as to leave little 
?oubt that they were part of his system of falsehood, and 
were got up with the connivance of the prisoner, to afford 
them an opportunity of private and undisturbed association. 
Mary Palethorpe describes them as a strange sort of fits, be- 
cause, while he had them, he seemed to know everything that 
was going on about him. The prisoner pretended to regard 
his life in danger, yet never consulted a physician till after 
her husband’s death, when she indirectly mentioned it to Dr. 
Knight, who, on examination, though he saw him but a few 
minutes after his recovery from one of his spells, could dis- 
cern no s 3 anptoms of disease. She told Esther Bache that 
she could not remain in the room with her, because Mina 
had one of his spells, and that his life was despaired of ; yet 
in a short time they were heard laughing and talking to- 
gether, by the witness, in Mina’s room. Yet it is on the basis 
of these dangerous fits that this new hypothesis of parental 
affection rests. If you believe our witnesses, what becomes 
of the theory? If yon do not. I think T can satisfy you by 
evidence that cannot be impeached, that it is equally absurd. 
By way of illustrating the actual state of feeling between 
these individuals, and showing how idle this dernier resort 
of “parental affection’’ is, I will invite your attention for 
a moment to one of the letters written by the prisoner to 
Mina immediately after their marriage, and will ask you to 
give it the retrospective operation I ask for it. Although 
any one of those characteristic letters would suit my purpose, 
I will read to you those of the 5th of July, the marriage day, 
and of the 7th of July, from Syracuse. There is something re- 
markable, too. Gentlemen of the Jury, in the separation of this 
loving couple on the wedding day. They are married in the 
morning, and are upwards of one hundred miles distant from 
each other at night. It looks veiy much as if passion had 
been gratified already. It will not do to tell us that it was 
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a mere marriage of convenience, in which passion had no 
part. These letters are damning evidence that passion had 
its agency in this ill-fated union. Paternal affection! The 
mother and the child! What will not the counsel ask you 
to believe? Read those letters, GTentlemen, and tell me if 
the most glowing love that ever actuated the bosom of hu- 
manity could have uttered more ardent, more passionate ex- 
pressions. 

dear Lino, very pleasant are the sensations that vibrate 
through my soul, when thus addressing you, iny dear Lino, for the 
first time, to call you mine! and till death shall separate us, liow pleas- 
ing — how delightful! and you, dearest Lino, so young, so fond, so 
noble, and so truly grateful to your Lucre* ia ! My soul would gladly 
dw’ell upon you, till the time for writing would i)ass away.’’ “I have 
but half an hour to say all 1 wish to my dearest dear.” 

she says in her letter of the 7th, “my dear Lino had 
been with me, he would not have permitted his Lucretia to 
have rode a second night all night, without resting on her 
bed.’’ 

‘‘My dear sister and family join with me in sending yon and our 
dear children all the love my letter will hold; so he earefnl, my dear, 
and do not spill, and so lose our precious love. Sis* or says 1 must 
make haste and finish my letter to send to my pretty little hiishand. 
My dear, I ho]>e you will not let oiir children see the nonsense 1 have 
written. My very kind nephew is now waiting with his horse gi'ared, 
and ST]a]3ping his whip as you do sometimes, when a little tired of 
waiting, so good bye, good bye, dear Ijeno, g«M»d bye. It seems a h>ng 
time to wait till next Wednesday before T meet the fond ernbrnee of 
him who is so dear to me, as is my young (leneral Kspiisirnina. Once 
more, my dear, adieu, says your devoted Lucretia Esposimina.” 


Parental affection! A marriag(‘ of convenience! Impru- 
dence and indiscretion ! Good God. to what vile uses will 
language be prostituted! Recollect too when thc»se letters 
were written. Her husband had not been dead two weeks 
when this marriage, which all the sophistry of the counsed 
cannot palliate, was consummated, and these letters were 
written. It was the author of these letters, filled as they arc 
with the disgusting effusions of passions, that acted the scene 
of hypocritical grief which Mr. Sheetz has described, and 
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dared, whilst fresh from the rank sweat of a lieentions bed, 
and with her hands stained with a husband’s blood, to par* 
take of the holy sacrament in the house of Gk>d. I regard 
these letters jas the most important evidence in this cause. 
They admit of no misconstruction. No art can explain them 
away, and what I ask of you is, to take them as the genuine 
expressions of the uncontndled passion that has throughout 
swayed this prisoner, and to use them as illustrating other 
points of this cause and of Ike evidence. To take them in 
connection with the overt acts of proflgacy proved by the 
other witnesses, and then, rejecting the absurd idea suggested 
by the counsel of the parental and filial affection which they 
would have you believe existed between them, to come with 
me to the conclusion, that there was an adulterous connec- 
tion between Mina and the prisoner, long prior to her hus- 
band’s death. 

But we are told Mr. Chapman was deceived, too. He wrote 
letters to Mina’s parents, believing them to be rich and noble. 
He gave him the order to Mr. Fassit. He gave the order on 
Watkinson, and what is most relied on as a sufiScient vindi- 
cation of this prisoner’s character, he displayed genuine af- 
fection for the alleged author of his dishmior, sympathized 
with his misfortunes, and mingled the tears of pity with those 
of apparent grief. Mr. Chapman, though an amiable and 
a kind hearted man, it is conceded, was energetic in neither 
mind nor body. He was entirely too under the control of 
the prisoner, whose masculine intelligence and habits gave 
her an influence in her family which it was useless to resist. 
Whatever she told him to do was done. It is in evidence that 
he was imposed upon by Mina’s artful tale, and that to a 
certain extent he was deceived by him. I see no difficulty in 
conceding this. But what then? It is clearly proved that 
he saw the intimate relation between Mina and wife with 
pain and anxiety. It is in evidence that he felt all the ag- 
onies of wdl-founded jealousy. That husband must indeed 
be desolate and degraded, who has to utter his complaints, 
and publish his dishonor, to his servants and his guests. Yet 
that, if you believe the witnesses, was the condition of this 
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wretched man. During the mysterious visit of three days to 
the city, about which the prisoner has given us no evidence, 
as day after day passed without their return, his anxiety 
increased; he said that they were ruining his peace, — ^he went 
on, said Ellen Shaw, like a cra^' man, and to Fanning he 
unburdened his mind by declaring he believed they had gone 
off together, and that if they returned home late, and went, 
as he supposed they would go, to Mina’s room, “hy God, 
he would kill him.” Tt was the same witness that on his 
death bed. Chapman supplicated to n'main with him, "for,” 
he said, “when Mina is sick, all attention is paid to him; 
blit when I am sick, I am neglected.” And what, let me ask, 
was easier than for these adepts in deception and falsehood, 
on their return from their temporary elopement, to prepare 
some fiction, which, by a weak mind like his, would easily be 
received? Mina had the ability to deceive less credulous be- 
ings than this degraded, broken-hearted man; and when, 
aided by such an ally as the prisoner, is it unreasonable to 
believe that their combined inventions were sufficient to lull, 
for a time, the demon that tormented him? When they re- 
turned from the three days’ visit, the story of the sister’s 
death was fabricated and believed ; and for my part, taking 
into view what is proved to have been the character of the 
deceased, I see no irreconcilable inconsistency Isjtween the 
agonies of jealousy displayed to Panning and Ellen Shaw, 
and the tears of sympathy which, in pitiable credulity, he 
shed at the tale of the misfortunes of his destroyer. Hut be 
this as it may, admitting the alternations of feeling to have 
been as great as they are described to have been, let it be 
remembered that this dying recjuest to Panning was not to 
leave him in helpless solitude, and that almost the last ac- 
cents of his tongue were the utterance of that jealousy which 
long agonized his soul. Add, Gentlemen, to all this, what 
is in evidence as to the feeling of the wife to the husband, 
her neglects, her insults, her harsh language, and her un- 
feeUng conduct, while all the gentle feelings of her depraved 
heart were engrossed by this mysterious stranger. Remem- 
ber the constant bickerings, the tyrannical influence, and 
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above all, the wish so cordially and so thoughtlessly uttered 
at a moment when I’eason’s sway seems to have been sus- 
pended, that ‘‘she wished to God he was gone, for she was 
tired of him;” and I imagine you will be at no loss to see, in 
the temperament of this unhappy woman, the appropriate 
elements for the operation of those inducements to crime 
which surrounded her. 

I understand porfeetly well why it is that the prisoner’s 
counsel have taken the bold, unnatural stand to which they 
have been driven, of denying all they could, and justifying 
whatever they could not deny, I realize the necessity by 
which they were compelled to endeavor to impeach the tes- 
timony on which this part of our case rested. How far they 
have succeeded is another <|uestion. But what is its effect 
if it is not discredited 1 It shows too clearly that this woman 
was utterly abandoned and lost to moral principle, and that 
she and her partner in guilt had gone through a complete 
preparatory process in the school of crime. That having 
sacrificed on the altar of passion her own honor, and the 
honor and happiness of her husband, she was ready to the 
same rcdentless idol to make a bloody offering. More fiends 
than one were busy in her breast — ^more than one disordered 
passion had its refuge there. One crime, one ghastly crime, 
had been achieved, and in its dark shadow, and at no great 
distance, lingered the only other crime, which humanity re- 
gards as more heinous. I have heard. Sir, of the sister vir- 
tues, and I have heard, too, of a relationship of crime — ^the 
furies as well as the graces of the soul, but if there be two 
crimes naturally, essentially allied with each other, they are 
adultery and murder. In the moral law of God the first great 
prohibition was, ‘‘Thou shalt not kill” — ^the next, ‘‘Thou 
shalt not commit adultery” — and the interval between the 
two points on the scale of human depravity is small indeed. 
I ask you, then, as husbands and fathers, knowing the love- 
liness of domestic love, appreciating the sanctity of domes- 
tic obligation, realizing what you owe to your wives and 
children, and knowing that no conceivable inducement could 
make you avoid that obligation, whether you can conceive 
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& more uniiaturiiil, a more revolting crime thmi th&t which 
blasts all these, blurs the purity of woman’s fame, ami en- 
tails deep and lasting ignominy on the wretched offspring 
whose undying curse is the infamy of her who gave them 
being. T ask you, too, in the spirit of sober inquiry, if the 
distance betw^een adultery and murder is so great, or the 
transition from one to the other so unnatural as to render it 
improbable that the w^oman who could perpetrate the one, 
would commit the other. If you believe the evidence of all 
the inmates of her house at Andalusia, wdio have been exam- 
ined here, if you believe that the prisoner felt towards her 
husband, as it is proved she did feel, that she was as guilty 
as those witnesses describe her, that she was the victim of 
this unholy passion, that seemed to know no control or clieck, 
that she had forgotten all sense of decency, all slianie, all 
moral and religious principle, all her sacred obligations to 
the husband tliat once cherished her. ami to the poor helj>- 
less children to wdiom she had given birth, that slu* was in the 
the daily indulgence of licentious apptdite, and tln^ habitual 
commission of open adultery, is it a wonder that her moral 
sensibility, indurated and deadened by this wear and tear 
of profligacy, did not revolt at the suggestion or perpetra- 
tion of the crime of w’hich she is now accusi*d? And yi»t we 
are asked for motive ! And the inquiry is tauntingly put to 
us, whether we dare, in the mere wantonness of ])ersecution, 
to allege a crime without an inducement ! The moment, Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, of this prisoner’s acquiescence in this 
act of blood, was doubtless one of acute mental agony. I 
hope, for the credit of degraded humanity, there was at least 
an instant’s pause on the verge of the awful gulf of unpar- 
donable guilt, and that the bloody seal was not fixed to the 
final covenant of crime, without a momentary pang. But 
was there comfort in the retrospect? Was there consolation 
in the past or hope in the future? For this wretched being, 
none. Beside the diadowy form of fancied wealth and honor, 
that stood beyond the sepulcher to tempt her on, there were 
other impulses and other motives, that urged her forward. 
She knew her injured husband had his rights, and that if 
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her abandoned conduct were once discovered, the limit to 
endurance might be passed, and she would be thrown, igno- 
miniously thrown, a degraded outcast on the world. She 
knew, too, that her servants could at any moment reveal her 
guilt, and she felt that the dreaded vengeance might at any 
moment break and overwhelm her. She knew, too, by what 
an uncertain tenure the supposed affection of her seducer 
was held, and felt that there was but one way by which her 
fears could be hushed, and her hopes realized. That mode, 
I need not say, was the death of her injured and abhorred 
husband, and marriage with him whose wiles encompassed 
her. Here, then, was every inducement likely to operate on 
a diseased mind like hers, every conceivable imptilse to urge 
her onwards. And yet we are asked for motive!! 

I approach, now, the period of the catastrophe. In the 
early part of June it appears from Mr. 'Watkinson’s order 
book, the prisoner was with Mina in the city of Philadel- 
phia. Mr. Chapman’s order for the clothes is dated on the 
9th, and the clothes were charged to the prisoner in the blot- 
ter on the 10th. About a week before the 16th, and at the 
time when they were at Watkinson’s store, Mina piirchases 
a (luantity of arsenic at Mr. Durand’s store. Young Mr. 
Quillou fixes the dates accurately. The stores of Mr. Dur- 
and and Mr. ‘Watkinson are, you will remember, not fifty 
feet asunder, being at opposite corners of the same street. 
The poison is purchased at least a week before it is used, 
for the deceased exhibited no symptoms of indisposition till 
the 17th. Why this delay? Why this hesitation? If the 
deed of blood were resolved on, and the instrument at hand, 
why pause? But it was not resolved on. It was not fixed. 
The fatal train was laid, but the hand that held the fire trem- 
bled. The plan was suggested, perhaps matured, in the coun- 
cils of crime, but the sticking point of resolution was not 
yet reached, and some new security was to be given that the 
temptation was not illusory, and that the glittering pledge, 
for which she was to stain her soul, was safe. That security 
was the forged letter, manufactured under Mina’s dictation, 
hy young Ouillou, on the 16th of Jime, the day before ChSp- 
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man was taken ill. The coincidence between the fabrication 
of that letter and the illness of the deceased, is most re- 
markable. It purported to be from the Mexican Consul, and 
contained a full confirmation of Mina’s representation. It 
was couched in terms of affectionate regard. It was written 
at Mina’s request in English, a language which the prisoner 
knew he did not understand. It was the only assurance 
which her lingering doubts required, and the moment she 
had that imaginary security, her tottering resolution fell. 
On the 16th the letter was written for her inspection, not 
Mr. Chapman’s. The fraud practiced on him was complete. 
He needed no confirmation of his faith. For, from the evi- 
dence of Lucretia Chapman, it appears, that but a day or 
two before her father was taken ill, on Mina’s expressing to 
Tiim his fears that he should soon be without a home to shel- 
ter, or friends to protect him, the answer of the old man was, 
that his house should be his home, and that, till he heard 


from his family, he might remain there. The deceased had 
no suspicions that required tiiis opiate. It was the doubt of 
another this letter was meant to satisfy, and that doubt once 
removed, the deed of blood was consummated. I do not 
pretend to express an opinion as to the character of the in- 
cipient malady, or to say whether I regard it as natural or 
not. It is not necessary that I should. If it were originally 
a natural disease, it presented a more appropriate and a safer 
opportunity to apply the poison, now, on the security of this 
letter, determined on. If it were the result of the operation 
of a minute portion of this deadly material, it corroborates 
the opinion I have expressed as to the object of the forged 
letter, by diminishing the interval, and fully authorizes a 


conviction under this indictment. . , • xi. 

In reverting to the evidence relating to the penod of the 
illness of the deceased, it is not, of course, my intention to 
refer particularly to the phenomena of disease, but to con- 
fine mysdf wholly to the conduct of the prisoner and her a^ 
compUce, during that time. Whether the original indisp^- 
tion resulted from a natural cause or not, is immatenal. On 
Sunday, Mr. Chapman was convalescent. Dr. PhiUips, who 
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saw him on that day, proves this. He considered him then 
BO slightly indisposed as, in his opinion, to render it unneces- 
sary for him to call again, and having prescribed some nutri- 
tive food, he left him. On Monday morning, according to 
the evidence of Ann Bantom, he was still better. The same 
morning, soon after this witness saw the sick man, the pris- 
oner herself made the chicken soup which had been ordered 
by the physician twenty-four hours before, salted it in the 
kitchen, and then, contrary to all rules of clinical practice, 
took it to the parlor to have it seasoned. The witness had 
occasion soon after, to go to the parlor, where she found the 
prisoner and Mina, in earnest conversation, with this bowl 
of soup in their hands. About dinner time the prisoner 
brought the soup down, saying her husband did not want 
any more of it. It was left on the table, and afterwards 
thrown out by the witness. In the afternoon the chicken 
was taken up, returned almost untouched (of this the wit- 
ness is positive). About dark, Ann Bantom saw the deceased, 
whom she had left in the morning tranquil, and compara- 
tively well, and found him suflFering in those agonies which 
never intermitted till he died. These are the facts connected 
with the alleged administering of the poison on the 20th of 
June. They are meager, say the counsel — ^they want con- 
nection — ^they need consistency, and so would it be said — 
such would be the cry, unless by some special Providence, we 
could have exhibited to you this prisoner and her conspira- 
tor actually drugging the potion for their victim, and calcu- 
lating in unreserved confidence, the probable duration of his 
life. I say it boldly and emphatically, in answer to all the 
ingenious sophistry that we have heard from the junior 
counsel who opened this cause, and in anticipation of the 
premeditated indignation of his colleague, that the evidence 
on this part of the case, is the best evidence, short of demon- 
stration, that we could have given. And that, with the evi- 
dence of subsequent conduct on the part of the prisoner, it is 
demonstration. In the morning, the individual who is be- 
lieved to be poisoned, is convalescent, and exhibits no symp- 
toms of disease. In the evening, without any adequate and 
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visible cause, he is in the actual agonies of death, sucli ag- 
onies, too, as this species of poison is known to produce. In 
the interval between the morning and the evening, no one has 
access to him but the prisoner and her accomplice; perhaps 
I may say no one but the prisoner, and the two childnui, 
one of whom the prisoner has not dared to produce. If we 
had no other eviilence than this, with the fact that poison 
was in that house, and in the possession of the individual 
with whom this prisoner lived in all the confidence of crime, 
it would be sufficient — amply sufficient. But there is more. 
In that interval he takes no medicine at all, for he required 
none, and no nourishment but what this prisoner i>repnres 
with her own hands, and takes from the kitchen to the i>oi'1or 
under a false pretense, and over which, before it is carried 
to the sick man’s room, she and her agent for th** purchase 
of poisons hold a secret council. Prom the moment that soup 
was given, the deceased became suddenly and alarmingly 
worse. But it is said, the soup was brought down, and ac- 
cording to our own showing, placed on the kitchen table, 
where every one liad ready access to it, and we are asked 
whether we impute to this prisoner the reckless barbarity of 
thus exposing her children and her servants to indiscriminate 
destruction. Certainly not. No one has, I presume, believed 
that the soup thus ostentatiously paraded to the servant who 
had seen her prepare it, was poisoned. I, unquestionably 
do not believe it. But is it fair logic that because some un- 
poisoned soup was brought down, no poisoned soup was given t 
It seems to me to be sounder argument, that the exhibition 
of this soup was part of the requisite maehinery of this 
scheme, and to be a fairer inference from what is observed 
immedately after, that a portion of this soup was detached 
for the purposes of these conspirators, and administered, than 
that because the prisoner left the bowl of soup upon the 
table, there was no poison. But, say the gentlemen, it is the 
bowl of soup that kills the poultry in the yard. I thank 
them for imputing such a statement of facts to me, but must 
be permitted to disclaim it. I never said so. None of our 
witnesses ever said so. All I have said is, that the poultry 
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died, Baddenl7 and mysteriotudy died, in a way for which 
no natural cause can account it. I mentioned it as a dr- 
cumstance of coincidence, and only as such, to go for what it 
is worth. Beyond this, I certainly claimed no Q>ecial con* 
sideration for it. But there is still another solution of all 
this suggested. The deceased, it is said, ate imprudently 
of the chicken, and that killed him. Of this ingcuious sug* 
gestion, I believe the credit does not belong to the counsel, 
and of it, I shall merely say that not only is such an indul- 
gence of appetite not proved, but it is disproved. Ann Ban- 
tom expressly proves that the chicken came down untouched, 
or nearly so, and plausible and satisfactory as this new theory 
of disease may seem to the counsel, it is unfortunate that their 
client has so expressly discredited the whole of it by the 
declaration to which I have before referred, by which she 
assigned the real cause for her husband’s death. It is not my 
business to anticipate the arguments of the counsel, of which 
I can only judge by the glimpses afforded me by the opening 
counsel. I therefore dismiss this part of the case, and pro- 
ceed with my appropriate duty, with this single remark, that 
the simple fact of the immediate succession of the character- 
istic agonies of arsenical disease, to the taking of this soup 
prepared by the prisoner and Mina, is alone sufficient to dis- 
pel all the confufflon with which the false logic of the counsel 
would envelop it, as well as the thin, misty clouds which 
their solitary witness to the facts is supposed to have con- 
jured up. 

On Monday evening, Fanning returned to Andalusia, and 
found the deceased in a state of indescribable and acute suf- 
fering, with the same symptoms that the other witnesses de- 
scribe. So alarming did his condition appear to Fanning, 
that be urged the prisoner to send for a physician, which she 
refused to do, and so anxious did the sick man himself be- 
come, that it was (m that evening, in one of the short inter- 
vals of tranquility which his torturing malady afforded him, 
be implored the witness to remain by him and protect him. 
No physician was sent for till late on Tuesday, the day before 
he die^ On Tuesday morning, before Fanning left his chami- 
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ber, the prisoner came to him, and asked if he remembered 
that two weeks before her husband had eaten of stale beef, 
which disagreed with him. She added, “he has never been 
well since that.” This, you will remember, was the day after 
he had, according to her statement to Mrs. Smith, and the 
evidence of Lucretia, eaten so voraciously of the chicken, 
and was the first of the series of inconsistent falsehoods with 
which she has, from time to time, endeavored to account for 
this catastrophe. But why, let me ask, this unsolicited in- 
formation to Panning, why this voluntary revelation for his 
benefitt Had he made inquiriesT If he had, was it not ex- 
pedient to answer them so as to lull any suspicion that might 
be rousing itself! Had he any right to inquire! Did his 
position in that family entitle him to put interrogatories of 
this kind, or was this prisoner of a temper or character to 
submit to such a catechism! I think not. But Fanning was 
entitled to this information for other reasons. lie was the 
only individual of that household who had had opportunities 
of observation, and on whose fidelity and silence, if guilty, 
she could not rely. Her servants were not, to her knowledge, 
in the sick man’s chamber, and knew nothing. Her children 
could have no suspicion. Fanning had seen much, might sus- 
pect more, and if he did suspect, might publish his suspi- 
cions. For him then, some explanation was required, and 
to him the first falsehood was told. This anticipation of 
suspicion, with the palpable inconsistency of the tale she 
told, with what she afterwards uttered, I readily leave to the 
counsel to explain. Fanning left the house on Tuesday morn- 
ing, regarding Mr. Chapman as a dying man. 

You will remember that it was on Monday night the de- 
ceased complained to Fanning of his wife ’s neglect. On Tues- 
day evening the prisoner took the black servant to her hus- 
band’s room, told her she thought he was dying, and begged 
her to remain in the kitchen. That same evening Mina had 
one of his fits, whether real or pretended, I cannot say, and 
at whose bedside was this prisoner found! The answer is 
humbling to human nature. At the moment when her in- 
jured husband was in the helpless agonies of deq>erate dis- 
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ease, asking and soliciting aid and protection from strangers 
and sem'ants, when he was dying, and she knew he was dying, 
this faitltfnl and affectionate wife, this living emblem of 
fidelity and loVe, was shut up in a dark room with her par- 
amour, careless to those sacred claims which her dying hus- 
band uttered. On Tuesday evening, Dr. Knight, who was 
not the family physician, arrived, and found the case, as he 
has told you, desperate. On Wednesday, Dr. Phillips called 
accidentally, and was shocked to find his patient and friend, 
whom on Sunday he had left so well, in the very agonies 
of disolution. On Thursday morning, with no intermission 
of suffering from the time the soup was administered to the 
moment of death, the wretched nmn breathed his last, and 
left the authors of his death in the full fruition of all they 
hoped for. 

Such is the narrative that has been put in evidence before 
you down to the period of William Chapman’s death, from 
which, as illustrated by other evidence of acts and declara- 
tions subse<juently, we ask you to infer this prisoner’s guilt. 
One circumstance connected with it has occurred to my mind 
more than once, as most remarkable, I might almost say, 
miraculous. It is, that this crime, thus shrouded in secrecy 
and mysteo'j should ever have been detected. If ever the 
perpetrators of atrocity had reason to exult in imaginary se- 
curity, it was these prisoners, when the result of their dark 
projects was attained. Their victim was sleeping in his bloody 
grave. The wages of their crime were paid. The criminal 
indulgence for which they had stained tJicir hands with blood 
was theirs, while suspicion slept, and no whisper was heard 
but that which is never still to tell them there was retribu- 
tion due for guilt. Of the numerous visitors at the funeral 
at Andalusia, there was no one but saw, in the death of the 
husband, the ordinary and natural lot of humanity, and in 
the conduct of the wife, the genuine expression of the wid- 
.w’s gi'ief. Weeks and months pass by, and all is unsus- 
pected. But the calm was deceptive. There was a power 
watching over the scene to check the full career df crime. 
The blood of the sacrifice at last spoke from the grbimd. The 
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process of detection bep;an with the accidental disclosure of 
a letter in which, in all the anguish of remorse and jealous 
suspicion, she reproached the callous partner of her guilt, 
and from that time to this moment it has never ceased. From 
the time when the police first visited Andalusia — ^when sus- 
picion scarcely dared to raise its voice, each day was destined 
to reveal some new matter of corroborative evidence. The 
disclosure of the letters— the arrest of the Spaniard — ^the 
prisoner's flight — the preservation of the body in the grave 
— ^the purchase of the poison — ^the conduct of the parties — 
their falsehoods and prevarications when they found the eye 
of suspicion was on them — all were matters tending to that 
demonstration wiiich I think we have reached. The hand 
of Providence was here. You will scarcely credit me when 
I tell you that one of the strongest matters of evidence in 
this cause, the proof of the purchase of the poison by Mina 
in June last, was an accidental discovery, which three weeks 
ago the Commonwealth was not apprized of. Amid all the 
details of this horrible business, shocking and rf^pulsive as 
they are, there is consolation in the illustration it has afforded 
that crime like this cannot escape detection; and there is 
room for gratitude to those to whose activity we are indebted 
for the disclosure of this appalling scene. It is a comfort 
to realize that we live in a country not only of laws, but of 
w^ell executed law's, and that we have at least this security 
from the ravages of crime. And yet you have heard more 
than a little about official persecution, and about the power of 
the government being enlisted on the side of prejudice and 
injustice. The agents of the police, the ministers of justice, 
all who have dar<*d in the performance of duty to cross the 
path of the defense, have bf*en denounced as blood hounds, 
and as leading the pack of foul-mouthed calumniators that 
are hunting this prisoner down. . What epithets are in re- 
serve I do not know'. T apeak of those w^hich have been ap- 
plied. I know it to be the distinction of one of the counsel, 
that he can brow-beat a police officer, and T think T can dis- 
cern the slumbering metaphors beginning to stir themaclves 
in his brain, to be hereafter hurled, with eloquent indigna- 
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tion, at those who have ofScially provoked his wrath. The 
power of the govemmeiitl Yes! We have been aided by the 
power of the government. The power of that government, 
which we have created for the benefit of ourselves, has been 
exerted for our security. If the gentlemen mean to say that 
those who have had charge of this prosecution, have prosti- 
tuted the infiuence which their station gives them, to foment 
or countenance popular prejudice, I send back the imputa- 
tion with the scorn it merits. The power of the government ! 
Yes, sir, we have had its aid, and we were entitled to it. If 
we invoked it for the protection of the lives and fortunes 
of the citizen for the detection of the guilty, for our own 
exemption from liability to outrage and violence, who will 
dare to dispute our right to it, or who will dare to censure 
us for having used itf I heard the suggestion fall from the 
counsel, with ree^ret. I thought it below the dignity of pro- 
fessional tactics, and only excusable by the despair of a sink- 
ing cause. 

On Friday, the 24th of June, Mr. Chapman was buried. 
You will remember, Oentlemen, the various explanations we 
have had of the cause of his death. I must now add another 
to the list To Fanning, she said it was owing to the stale 
beef — ^to Dr. Phillips, she attributed it to vertigo or apo- 
plexy, and her counsel say it was the imprudent eating of 
the chicken. Three hours after the funeral, the prisoner 
told Mrs. Hitchbome it was all owing to his eating heartily 
of smear-case and pork. These are strange inconsistencies, 
which I also submit for the explanation of the counsel. I 
mention them here, because this conversation with Mrs. Hitch- 
bome is the next incident in the order of time which is in 
evidence before us. I may, I think safely, pass by all the little 
indications of levity and indecorum on the part of the pris- 
oner which have been proved to you. Though not unimpor- 
tant, I have not time to dwell on them. On her return from 
the funeral at which, according to Mr. Sheetz’s evidence, she ' 
seemed in deep afBiction, she had a consultation with Dr. 
Knight about Mina, and in the evening, as proved by Mi— 
Vandegrift, took tea with the family, and appeared quite 
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cheerful. The next day Mrs. Smith paid her a visit, and 
then the disconsolate widow of the counsel’s theory seemed 
as if nothing had happened, while Mina was regularly in* 
stalled as master of the house. On the 28th of June, five 
days after her husband’s death, she was at Watkinson’s store 
with Mina, and ordered a new and expensive suit of clothes 
for him. It was on this occasion, as the witness told you, 
he “began to open his eyes” as to the Spaniard’s real char- 
acter, though to her the delusion was still complete. But 
these are all really trifles, and lose all positive and relative 
importance in the event which followed. The dairenin g fact 
which defles all the sophistry of the counsel, and admits of 
no palliation or explanation, is, that on the 5th of July, twelve 
days after her husband’s death, this prisoner, and the Span- 
iard Mina, were secretly married in New York. Yes! Gen- 
tlemen, married ! Never forget this in all your speculations 
as to motives, and impulses, and inducements. The stipula- 
tion that had been made long before, was here ratified. The 
object of all hope and all anxiety was here attained. Pros- 
pect had become reality; and as the wife of the rich and 
noble stranger, she believed all the promises of her disor- 
dered fancy were verified, and the great prize was secured. 
Passion, too, had its influence, and in the full exultation of 
that moment she thought she was happy. It is this marriage 
which the counsel have called an imprudence and an indis- 
cretion, and we have an explanation suggested as to its cause. 
This poor woman, say they, was left helpless and friendless, 
without a protector, and as a matter of convenience, and in 
pursuance of her husband’s dying wish, she was led to take 
this luckless step. Who, Gentlemen of the Jury, has dared 
to insult the memoiy of the dead by such an assertion as that 
by the prisoner through her counsel, that such was her 
husband’s wish! No one but the .prisoner herself. We have 
shown what were that husband’s feelings toward this man, 
and had the prisoner ventured to call a witness to establish 
what is now alleged, we were fully prepared to disprove it 
A marriage of convenience! a marriage of necessity! Not 
only unsolicited, but at first refused ! This will not answer 
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either. Had the bridal letters never been written, this tale 
might have been credited. I have already called your atten- 
tion to the orrespondence between the prisoner and Mina, for 
another purpose ; I will now for a moment refer to it, to show 
the utter fallacy of this part of the defense. The allegation 
is, that this marriage was reluctantly assented to by the pris- 
oner as a matter of necessity, in which inclination had no 
agency, passion no share. Any other view of it would de- 
stroy the theory of the defense. We meet it by the exhibi- 
tion of the confidential letters written by her to him, in which, 
in the unreserved confidence of connubial love, she utters the 
expressions of her doting fondness. Those letters have been 
read to you, and will be placed in your hands for careful 
perusal when you retire. I ask for them your deliberate 
attention. If every unchecked passion, in a disordered and 
undisciplined mind found appropriate language, it is in these 
l^in g ^ 1 ll^r letters. They breathe all the doting fondness that ever 
loving mistress bestowed on man. Every line and every 
word are traced by passion — ^passion unchecked and uncon- 
trolled — the veiy riot of the blood — and yet we are to be- 
lieve that the author of these letters was dragged against 
her will to the altar, where she a second time plighted her 
faith, and that her true affections w'cre buried in her hus- 
band’s grave. If the counsel who are to follow me, can re- 
concile this inconsistency, 1 will promise them to abandon 
this prosecution, and let their client go at once on a weeping 
pilgrimage to that husband’s tomb. By way of additional 
contrast, 1 will ask you to remember, too, that it was before 
the ink was scarce dry on the letter of the 8th of July, from 
Syracuse, in which, in a tone of playful fondness, she acts 
the absent mistress, when she returned home and displayed 
the scene of apparent woe which has been described by Mr. 
Sheetz. I take one extract from that letter at random, as a 
specimen: “Good bye, good bye, dear Lino, good bye. It 
seems a long time to wait till next Wednesday night before I 
meet the fond embrace of him who is so dear to me, as is 
my young General Esposimina. Once more, my dear, adieu, 
sais your devoted Lucretia,’’ etc. — saw Mrs. Chapman in 
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church/' says Mr. Sheets, after Mr. C.'s death. She ap- 
peared to be ill great a£9iction — she was dressed in mourn- 
ing. I had some conversation w’ith her calculated to console 
her under her affliction. She also communed after her hus- 
band’s death!!” 

I have said that, down to a certain period subseijuent to 
her husband’s death, the prisoner was under complete de- 
lusion with regard to Mina, and I have endeavored to show 
what was the combined operation of the motive this delusion 
supplied, and disordered passion, in tempting her to the 
commission of crime. I now come to the time when that 
delusion was destroyed, and this wretched woman was left to 
the agonies of disappointment and remorse. I need but has- 
tily refer to the facts. On the 18th of July, Mina left Anda- 
lusia for Baltimore, under the false pretense of seeing a sick 
friend, taking with him all the little valuables of the pris- 
oner, on which he could lay his hands. In full confidence in 
him, she entrusted him with her carriage and horses, her 
watch, and a quantity of jewelr>% which, as you know, she 
was destined never to see again. He left with her an orna- 
mental chain, as a token of his fidelity. On the 20th of July 
she wTote to him a letter, breathing the same fen’ent passion, 
and repeating more than the ordinary protestations of unal- 
terable affection. From Washington, Mina wrote a smies of 
letters, by the aid of a translator, to the prisoner, of which 
I shall only say, referring incidentally to your recollection, 
that their style indicates either unbounded confidence in her 
capacity to believe anything, however absurd, or a sarcastic 
insolence, which, knowing that she was, beyond extrication, 
in his power, he did not care about expre.sHing. IIow he 
checked her afterwards, when she did (|uestion that power, 
I will presently show. On the 2Ilrd of July the jirisoner, 
ainxious at his protracted absence, went to the city, and there 
discovered, through the agency of Mr. Watkinson, that Mina 
was an impostor. The gay dream terminated here, and she 
awoke to all the horrors of desolation and remorse. It was 
not mere suspicion of deception, it was evidence — it was 
demonstration. The Consul disclaimed him utterly — ^Walkin- 
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son had found him out — ^no traces could be discovered of 
her properly — ^the chain he had left with her was worthless 
— every part of the deception had been destroyed. On her 
return to her home and to her children, she searched his 
chamber, and there found the paper accidentally left by 
him which, for the first time, seems to have awakened a doubt 
of his affection for her. I mean the bill for lodging for him- 
self and ladies at the hotel in Philadelphia. It was in all 
the agony produced by these discoveries, that she wrote the 
letter of the 31st of July to Washington, in which in the gen- 
uhine language of a wounded spirit, she deplores her deso- 
lation, and reproaches her destroyer. That letter needs no 
comment from me. It was written from a once happy home, 
to him who had made that home desolate. It told a tale of 
agony and self-reproach, which would have melted any heart 
but his that seems never to have known a kind susceptibility. 
The hopes, which in the wreck of innocence had sustained her, 
lay broken around her, and the ghastly specter of a mur- 
dered husband stood by to mock the ruin. “I have no hus- 
band now,” she tells him in one part of the letter, and con- 
cludes with the utterance of that expression of deep remorse 
and self-reproach, which is so significant. “But no. Lino, 
when I pause for a moment, I am constrained to acknowledge 
that I do not believe God will permit either you or me to be 
happy this side of the grave.” Now, to what can that re- 
proach refer} If innocent and blameless, why such lan- 
guage, and if guilty, what is the crime t These are questions 
for yon to answer. 

It is important to bear in mind, that the discovery thus 
made by the prisoner in Philadelphia, with regard to Mina, 
was complete. There was no room for doubt on her part, or 
explanation on his. If the Consul disclaimed him, the basis 
of the great edifice of deception which his ingenuity had 
raised, was gone at once. The disclosure made to the pris- 
oner by Watkinson revealed her accomplice in his true char- 
acter of an impostor and swindler. That her illumination on 
this subject was complete is manifest, not only from the let- 
ter which I have just read, but from the facts communicated 
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by her in her remarkable conversation subsequently with Mrs. 
Smith. Keeping in view what was the evidence of his im- 
posture which she had, let us for a moment recur to it. Tou 
will remember, that the letter of the 31st of July, was never 
received by Mina, he having left Washington before it ar- 
rived. Within a day or two after it was written, the pris- 
oner, and her sister, Mrs. Green, had a consultation as to 
what should be done in case he returned. “I had made up 
my mind,” said the prisoner, “that I hoped he never would 
return.” Whilst they were talking, Mina arrived, prob- 
ably unconscious of what had occurred during his absence, 
or indifferent, knowing that he held the secret which could 
insure, so far as depended on his accomplice, his safety. He 
knew full well she did not dare expose him. When he eame 
into the room she said, “Lino! leave me.” He replied, with 
his usual assurance, “What is the matter? If an angel had 
come from heaven, and told me a wife of mine would be- 
have so, I would not have believed it.” She then said, “Lino, 
the chain you gave me is not gold.” He replied, “If your 
affections are so slender as a chain, I can explain that to 
you.” He then proceeded with the bald apology which Mrs. 
Smith has related to you, and gave an explanation, every 
word of which the prisoner knew to be false. That she did 
not believe it, is manifest from her answer to it. “Lino! my 
sister is not at all satisfied with this conduct.” He said, “We 
had better be separated then — 1 find I have more wives than 
one to please.” The prisoner replied, “The sooner, the bet- 
ter.” He then said, in a tone that indicated his conscious- 
ness of power, “Remember, Mrs. Chapman, before I go I 
must tell you something.” She asked him what it was. He 
■<tid he could not tell her in her sister’s presence, that if she 
would come into the other room, he would tell her. She went 
with himi to the other room, and in a few moments returned, 
saying, “Sister, Lino is not an impostor, he is a clever fel- 
low.” On the witness very naturally inquiring what it was he 
told her, that so soon altered her mind, she said, “Well, 
Ma’am, that’s of no consequence, it was something between 
oaiBdves.” On next day, or the day after, such and 
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so complete was the mysterious alternation of feding, the 
prisoner gave this confessed impostor letters of introduction 
to her relatives and friends in New England, on the faith 
of which be nearly consummated a new scheme of infamy 
and ruin there. 

That interview, and the sudden revulsion of feeling it 
produced, is among the unexplained mysteries of this singular 
history, and we have no evidence, and not even a declaration 
of the prisoner to tell us whst then occurred. It is enough 
for the purposes of this argument, that it was sudden, and 
that it is unexplained. We have read of fairy tales, in which 
the magician, by the exhibition of some powerful talisman, 
could subdue resistance, and enforce instantaneous submis- 
sion to his will, and, if I were permitted by conjecture, to 
develop the secrets of this scene of necromantic influence, I 
could attribute to the hero of this plot of death the possession 
of a magical power of as unbounded sway. I mean the pos- 
session of the fatal secret of her guilt. Cast him off ! Expose 
him! She dared not do it, and no one knew it better than 
himself. He held the secret of her infamy and crime, and 
to that talisman her haughty spirit bowed. Their destinies 
were united by community of guilt, and loathsome as the 
alliance might now be, no mortal hand could sever it. I did 
suppose that the prisoner would have offered something in 
the form of evidence, to have cleared up this mystery. It 
has not been done, and I claim the benefit of the omission. 

I come now to the last chapter of this eventful history, I 
mean the circumstances connected with the discovery of this 
niiurder, and the prisoner’s flight. I have already, in the per- 
formance of the laborious duty assigned to me, occupied more 
of your time than I anticipated, and am admonished by my 
own exhaustion, as well as by the lateness of the hour, to 
bring my remarks to a close. I can, therefore, do little more 
than refer cursorily to the evidence, leaving it to your intel- 
ligence for its appropriate construction. You will observe 
that throughout this last act of the drama, the prisoner’s 
conduct was most peculiar, and little consistent wilii the 
course which conscious innocence would pursue. All the ex- 
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planations she makes are false. All her disclosures are forced 
from her, and yet are artfully made to appear to be volun- 
tary. She never makes what she wishes to be regarded as 
a confidential communication, but to individuals who, she 
thinks, have, or may have, suspicions, and never, in one of 
her intervals of most apparent unreseriT, does she tell one- 
half of ivhat it is proved she knew. And, last of all, the in- 
stant she learns of Mina’s arrest, and that the eye of sus- 
picion is upon her, she secretly makes her escape, and flies 
w’ith her oldest daughter, to the Stale of New York. When 
Mina and the prisoner parted at Andalusia, in August, he 
was going to New England, they were destined never to see 
each other again till they met as prisoners at this bar. Almost 
immediately after he left this part of the country, the police 
were on his track, and by the accidental acijuisition of the 
Washington letter, had their attention awakened to the de- 
velopment of greater guilt than his. About a week after 
Mina left Andalusia, the prisoner conversed about him with 
Mrs. Hitchborne, and repeated to her the old story which 
she then knew to be false, about his riches. Not a word was 
said about her marriage, or her husband’s death. Almost 
immediately afterwards, Mr McTlvaine and Mr. Recside vis- 
ited her house, when the former gentleman had with her the 
conversation wdiich he has related to you. He asked lu»r 
various questions about Mina, to all of 'which she answered 
falsely. She denied that she knew where he had gone. She 
denied that she knew where he had been to. She denied that 
he had robbed her of her property. This was to her an aivful 
and eventful interview, which, with the distinct recollections 
you must have of the elocjucnt manner in which the witness 
narrated it, I shall not attempt to describe. She was des- 
tined then for the first time, to hear that there was a sus- 
picion as to the manner of her husband’s death, and that 
the secret was in part betrayed. And you will observe, that 
so soon as the horror of the discovery passed away, this inti- 
mation too was met by a ready falsehood. “When I spoke 
of her husband’s death,” says the witness, “I certainly spoke 
with solemnity. She sat leaning on her arm, in great agita- 



262 


VI AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


tion; die did not look me in Ike face, and from the time my 
object became apparent, there was a remarkable change in. 
her countenance to a livid expression, as ghastly as anything 
I ever saw, aerompanied by a convulsive heaving of the bosom, 
as if caused by an effort to restrain feeling; I thought she 
would sink under it, but to my surprise she recovered, and 
said, in answer to my question — ^No. I have seen nothing 
of the sort Mr. Lino was my husband’s kind nurse during 
his illness, and gave him the greater part of his medicines.” 
At this interview she never inentioned her marriage. This 
visit you will see was the origin of her alarms and anxiety, 
and from that moment she began to guard against suspicion, 
by what she now claims credit for, her voluntary disclosures. 
On the Thursday following, die hears from her children 
that some of the police agents had been in the neighborhood, 
and had stopped at Mrs. Hitchborne’s. That night, be* 
tween nine and ten o’clock, after the family had gone to bed, 
the prisoner walked to Mrs. Hitchbome’s, and told her she 
understood Mr. Mclnvaine and Mr. Beeside had been there, 
and asked if they had left any message for her. A strange 
inquiry this, for conscious, careless innocence to make. She 
then borrowed the newspapers for a fortnight past, and re- 
turned home. On the Monday following, she has a conver- 
sation with Mrs. Hitchbome of a still more significant im- 
port. The witness, in reply to a question about Mina, said 
she understood he was suspected of poisoning Mr. Chapman. 
What is the answer to this intimation t She said, “Is it pos- 
sible!” and added, that «ke had never heard of it! “I told 
her,” said the witness, “I was informed that ^e was married 
to him ten days after her hufdiand’s death. I asked her if 
die had any idea, that Lino had poisoned her husband. She 
said die had not. She then asked me if her name was in the 
papers. She said she hoped not.” The prisoner then, after 
some hedtation, admitted to the witness her marriage, and 
gave to her the justification which her counsel have repeated 
to yon here. This conversation occurred at the prisoner’s 
house, where the other witness, Mra Smith, was then redding. 
We have next a confidential communication to her. The pris- 
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oner asks Mrs. Smith to send one of her children to a neigh- 
bor’s, for the newspapers, giving as a reason for not sending 
one of her own, that she had already been troublesome by 
often borrowing papers. After some reluctance, the witness 
agrees to do so. A few hours after, if so long, we have the 
voluntary disclosure of the prisoner to the witness, accom- 
panied with great apparent candor, of the facts relative to 
her marriage, and all the artifices that Mina had practiced. 
After hearing it all, the witness said to her, ‘‘Mrs. Chapman, 
I should not be surprised if this fellow had poisoned your 
husband. She gave a sigh, and said, ‘Do you think sof — 
those gentlemen intimated the same thing.’ I asked, what 
gentlemen? She said, ‘Mr. Mcllvaine, Mr. Beeside, and 
Mr. Blayney.* I observed to her, I had not seen them. She 
said, ‘No, ma’am, as you did not know anything of their 
business, I did not mention it to you.’ I observed to her, 1 
was very much shocked to hear it— I wished to be out of the 
place. Her reply was, ‘Why, you know nothing— hearsay is 
no witness.’ ” 

It is not material that I should dwell upon the details of 
her subsequent interviews with Mr. Meinvaine, as related 
by that gentleman. They require no comment at my hands. 
She never went to him till she heard, through Mr. Campbell, 
of Mina’s arrest. She repeats all the falsehoods she had told 
to others. With all the appearance of candor with which 
she wished to impress him, she never, even when she tells 
the truth, tells half. She stated to him. that she had no reason 
to disbelieve Mina’s stories till she received the forged draft 
from Boston, and in short entangled herself in such a net of 
falsehoods as, with the knowledge the witness had, only served 
to strengthen suspicion, and confirm the belief that all wm 
not right. The tales she told to Mr. Mcllvaine were, to his 
view, significant, comments on her intercepted letter, which 
Be then had in his possession. On the 17th of September, the 
first intimati<m of her alleged agency in this murder appeared 
in. the public prints, and on the 19th die fled. But, say the 
connad — and they will permit me so far to anticipate reply, 
flight is no evidence of guilt The innocent have fled. Pub- 
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lie opinion and public suspicion are fearful adversaries for 
a helpless woman to encounter. Gentlemen, flight always 
has been, and always will be, in a certain sense, the evidence 
of guilt; and the few instances we read of, of the flight of 
innocence, are but exceptions to the principle, and only show 
that the innocent may sometimes act like the guilty. I give 
the counsel the full benefit of the exceptions. I claim the full 
benefit of the principle. 

It is not my duty to anticipate the argumentative part of 
the defense. Of the evidence that has been laid before you 
on the part of the prisoner, or the facts, I have but a word 
to say. I have narrated to you this history of crime and in- 
famy from the beginning to the end, and have referred you 
in detail to the evidence in support of it. That evidence has 
been consistent and complete. Every individual who was 
supposed to know anything about this transaction, and who 
was within reach of the process of this court, has been pro- 
duced and examined. The prosecution has withheld no tes- 
timony. On the part of the prisoner, we have had less fi’ank 
disclosures. The only witness on the facts who has been ex- 
amined here, is the daughter of the prisoner, a child of ten 
years of age. Of that child, beautiful and interesting as she 
is, I have no wish to utter a word of unkindness. Towards 
those who brought her here, I certainly have less gentle feel- 
ings. I am no casuist. It is a poor science at the best. But 
I am not so severe a moralist to as to be willing to recognize, 
so far as human condemnation is involved, the guilt of the 
child who hesitates to tell the truth on whose utterance de- 
pends a parent’s life. Gentlemen, when I saw that little 
girl exposed in this court to public scrutiny, and the gaze 
of idle curiosity, with her cheeks glowing with blushes, and 
her eyes suffused with tears, looking in doubt and agony at 
her mother and the counsel, and telling in trembling accents 
the histoiy of her father’s illness and death, you will, I am 
sure, believe me when I say, I felt that there was at least one 
individual who would never raise his voice in obloquy against 
her. I question much '\fhether any one that witnessed it 
will forget the spectacle of yesterday. That child is pro- 
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duced here to discredit the evidence of Ann Bantom. It is 
for you to decide between them. The evidence, if it affects 
them at all, strengthens the testimony of all the others. It 
is incumbent on a party striving to discredit testimony, to 
do it by the best evidence which can be produced, and when 
we are asked on the isolated evidence of this little girl, to 
attribute perjury to a respectable witness, I meet it by the 
Inquiry, why is not Mary Chapman produced, who would be 
a better witness, who knew more of this transaction, and who 
is now a resident in this town? I deny the right of the 
prisoner thus withholding better evidence than she has pro- 
duced, to charge our witnessc^s with perjury, on the unsup- 
ported testimony of a single w'itness, and that witness her 
infant daughter. Mary Chapman, according to Lucretia’s 
evidence, brought the soup upstairs from the parlor; she 
was of an age wdiich gave her opj>ortunitii‘s of obstrvatioii ; 
she was with the family all the time Mina was there, and 
she was the companion of her mother’s flight. Why is she 
not produced? Why is Mrs. Green not produced? She is 
within easy reach of a snliptena. Slie could tell what passed 
at Syracuse, wdieii she and the prisoner sat up all night talk- 
ing about the prisoner’s “prelly little hushand.” She could 
explain the mysterious interview at Andalusia aft(‘r Mina’s 
return from Washington. There are other witnesses, too, 
wdthin the prisoner’s control, e<jually important, and all, 
with the exception of the little girl, have been studiously 
withheld. This certainly is not consistent with the theory of 
innocence, of candor and propriety. 

But then character! The prisoner has always borne a good 
character. This is greatly relied on. In the first place, I 
deny altogether that she had a goo<i character, and I assert 
that even if she had, it ivould altogclh«*r an inader|iiate 
defense to such a prosecution. This matter of character has 
been often, very often discussed; and 1 believe the result is 
an universal opinion, that it is one of those blemishes on the 
science of judicial evidence, which antiiiuity alone makes 
tolerable. If the witnesses who know what is called a pris- 
oner’s character, or in other words, who know what they 
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think about a prisoner, were to compose the jury, I can un- 
derstand how those impressions and that knowledge might 
operate favorably or the reverse. But what are these im- 
pressions when they (Kune to be uttered by a witness under 
the rules which restrain judicial examination on this point t 
Do you know what people say of her t Do you know her gen- 
eral character T I do: It, is good. No other word ean be 
uttered; no specification can be made. I do not understand 
how judges or juries can give such vagoe, second hand 
impressions any, the lightest consideration, when they are 
opposed to a body of positive or even circumstantial proof. 
But, gentlmnen, 1 deny tiiat this prisoner has made out her 
character. The utmost that the witnesses say of her is, that 
they never heard anything ill of her, and scarcely any of 
them have known anything of her for the last two years, 
while we have shown you that for a longer time than that, 
those who had better opportunities of knowing her real char- 
acter than any of her own witnesses, considered it as bad; 
and tliat she has been long watched by the police as a person 
whose associations and conduct rendered her suspected. The 
few words which were uttered here this morning by the 
vigilant police officer who was examined before you, are alone 
sufficient to destroy this unsubstantial fabric of reputation 
which the counsel have been laboring so industrioudy to 
raise. 

I have now, Oentlemen of the Jury, performed my duty, 
and here terminate my agency in this cause. That the ex- 
perience of the last two weeks has been most painful, I need 
not again say. I have been placed in relation to a fellow 
being such as I never wish to occupy again. We have all been 
compelled to listen to details of crime and suffering, and 
have had no relief even in the accident^ presence of inno- 
cence and peace. The decision of the great question involved 
here, is with you alone, and let that decision, be what it may, 
as the result of the honest exercise of your judgment, I sh^ 
be satisfied with it. You know too w^ what is due to your- 
adves, to your families whose security depends on the faith- 
ful execution (ff the laws, and to the great community of 
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which you are a part, to need a word of caution from me. If 
you think this prisoner guilty, you will say so ; and in arriv- 
ing at that conclusion, I say it most conscientiously, I believe 
you will have reached , that point at which we have all been 
aiming — ^the truth. 

One word more, and I have done. I cannot take my seat 
without adverting for a single moment, in conclusion, to 
the exhibition made by the prisoner, of her children in this 
Court. It is a subject to which I refer with great regret. 
But why has this exhibition been madcf Why have these 
poor children been paraded here day after day, and night 
after night, to listen to the narrative of their parent’s in- 
famy, and to sit at that bar exposed to the contagion of the 
partner of her guilt } Was it to disarm the zt>al of the pros- 
ecution, or wantonly to aggravate the anxieties of their po- 
sition here? Was it to give a new impulse and new themes 
to the elo(iuence of the prisoner’s counsel, or was it to move 
your hearts to pity, and to gain for her from mercy, what 
she dared not ask from justice? I will not do the 
counsel the injustice to suppose, for a moment, that they 
advised or approved such a course. It has been the result 
of other deliberations than theirs. Independently of all 
views of propriety and impropriety, they would not, I am 
sure, counsel such a step on the score of expediency, for there 
is a consideration connected with the presence of those chil- 
dren which has occurred to my mind more than once, and 
which is calculated to move any sentiment rather than com- 
miseration. These children once had another parent — ^a father 
for whose fame, whose honest fame, no one seems now to 
care, and to whose memory not even an incidental tribute of 
respect has yet been paid. That father was an honest, in- 
dustrious, and respectable man; who did his duty in this 
world faithfully ■ and conscientiously, and left to his poor 
children the legacy of an unblemished name. He died by 
violence. Yes, gentlemen, the father of these children died by 
violence, and they are brought here to invoke mercy for the 
author of his ruin, and the contriver of his death. It is the 
mediation, the silent mediation of the most innocent for the 
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most guilty. I remember, not long since, meeting in a book, 
that it would be unjust to call a book of fiction, for it is truly 
a book of history and profound philosophy, a passage which 
I have taken the trouble to put on my notes, and which I 
need make no apology for reading to you. The traveler is 
describing his departure from one of the eastern countries, on 
the eve of a wasting famine. “I had left a storm gathering 
in Egypt, of which I thank God I witnessed not the bursting. 
Already previous to my departure, the consequences of the 
scarcity had begun to appear in many places, but it was 
only after I left the country, that the famine attained its 
full force; and such was, in spite of human expedients and 
every appeal to Divine mercy, the progressive fury of the 
scourge, that at last the regular ministers of wor^ip, sup- 
posing the Deity to have become deaf to their entreaties, or 
incensed at their presumption, no longer themselves ven- 
tured to implore offended Heaven, and henceforth only ad- 
dressed the Almighty through the interceding voices of ten- 
der infants; in hopes that, though callous to the suffering 
of corrupt man. Providence still might listen to the suppli- 
cations of untainted childhood, and grant to the innocent 
prayers of babes, what it denied to the agonizing ery of beings 
hardened in sin. Led by the Imams to the tops of the high- 
est minarets, little creatures from five to ten years of age, 
there raised to Heaven their pure hands and feeble voices; 
and while all the countless myriads of Cairo, collected round 
the foot of those lofty structures, observed a profound and 
mournful silence, they alone were heard to lisp, from their 
lender summits, entreaties for Divine mercy.” 

Gentlemen, the mercy this wretched woman does not dare 
to ask, she has brought these innocent children to ask for her. 

February 25. 

MB. M’CALL, for the PRISONER. 

Mr. McCdtt: Gentlemen of the Jury — ^The testimony on 
both sides being closed, it becomes my duty to address you 
again on behalf of the defendant. In the most ordinary case 
I might confidently ask, and you, I am sure, would willingly 
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accord me your patient attention. But when tlie life of a 
helpless woman is at stake, and when it is plain that she is 
the object of a prosecution pressed with almost unexampled 
zeal, I do not hesitate .to believe that you will rather encour- 
age than repress the honest ardor of those who have taken 
upon themselves the heavy responsibility of defending her. 

It is easy to infer from the manner in which this cause 
has been conducted, that it is deemed one of the first im- 
portance. The counsel for the Commonwealth, who pre- 
ceded me, addressed himself at once to your understandings, 
and your feelings. He told you that one of your neighbors, 
a fellow citizen — an inhabitant of this peaceful community, 
had been cruelly murdered, not by open force, which might 
have been resisted or repelled, but by poison, secretly ad- 
ministered by the unholy hand of his wife — the mother of 
his children. He painted to your excited imaginations the 
daring violation of the laws of the land ; he carried you 
to your own homes, your own firesides, and your altars, and 
he pressed upon you with great felicity of thought and power 
of expression, the necessity of vindicating, by your verdict, 
the insulted justice of your country. No one is more fully 
aware than my learned and eloquent friend, of the powerful 
effect that images "which thus *‘come home to the business and 
bosoms of us all,’’ are calculated to produce upon the human 
mind. He well knows, that if he can rouse your indignation, 
and enlist your feelings in his cause, the Commonwealth is 
safe, and that a verdict of guilty may be recorded against the 
defendant before your judgments have had time to cool. 

But, Gentlemen, I trust that neither the arts nor the elo- 
quence of our opponents will be capable of diverting your 
attention from the real merits of this great cause. I am con- 
vinced that you understand your duties too well to suppose, 
for a moment, that you come here* for the purpose of finding 
a victim. It is, indeed, as you have been told, an awful con- 
sideration that you have before you the miserable remnant 
of a once happy and peaceful family ; but the consideration 
would be yet more awful, if an.v fwdings of prejudice, or 
mistaken notions of public policy, could induce you to refuse 
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to the defendant the full measure of justice which the law 
allows her. It is incumbent upon those who allege that the 
laws have been violated, to show, you, beyond the possibility 
of a reasonable doubt, that it has been done by the defendant 
who is now upon her trial. It is not enough for them to 
surmise or insinuate that she is guilty. More than this is re- 
quired by the humanity of the law, and less than is required 
by the law will never induce you to render a verdict against 
a fellow creature, that may plant a thorn in your pillows to 
vex and torment you for the remainder of your lives. 

• I agree with my learned friends that you have an import- 
ant duty to fulfill to the Commonwealth. You have also a 
duty to perform to the defendant. Duty is a broad and com- 
prehensive phrase, and under it is included the protection 
of innocence as well as the punishment of guilt. For the de- 
fendant, however, I ask nothing more than the law accords 
to all, a fair and impartial trial — ^in which neither passion 
nor prejudice shall be thrown into either scale. 

Let us, then, without further preface, approach the evi- 
dence which the gentleman, who opened the prosecution de- 
clared, would leave no doubt of the prisoner’s guilt. I will 
tell you what the learned gentleman ought to have proved, 
and I will then test and examine, as well as my humble abil- 
ities will enable me, the proofs he has given. He ought to 
have sustained, by the best and clearest evidence, every ma- 
terial fact alleged in this indictment. What is the charge 
there made? That William Chapman died by poison — ad- 
ministered by this defendant. The act and the agent are 
therefore the two great questions presented for your con- 
sideration. That he died — ^no man, I imagine, is willing to 
dispute — but how did he diet By poison, or by natural dis- 
ease? The Commonwealth allege the former. It is the very 
fulcrum on which the prosecution rests its lever, and our 
learned antagonists are bound to prove it by the best evi- 
dence that the nature of the case admits. 

I know that it has been a matter of current belief through- 
out this respectable county — a matter taken for granted, as 
a thing, of course, hardly to be inquired into, that Chapman 
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did really come to his death by the deadly means alleged 
in the indictment. The newspapers have said that he was 
poisoned ; and it has passed from mouth to mouth, and from 
press to press, till private opinion has become in a measure 
settled on the subject. But this, gentlemen, is very far from 
the kind of belief which the law requires of you 'in the con- 
scientious discharge of your duties as Jurymen. It is a 
belief, founded not on private impressions, for these you were 
sworn to banish when you entered these walls, but on tlie 
evidence of the cause alone, that the law sanctions as a just 
ground of conviction. You must be able to say, with perfect 
safely to your conscience, that it has been proved clearly and 
beyond a doubt, that Chapman died by poison, before you can 
touch a hair of my client’s head, or bestow a thought on the 
person by whom, or the manner in which, that poison was 
administered. 

The law, founded on those great principles of universal 
justice, which Ood has written in the hearts of all men, has 
declared, that before you can convict a person of a crime, 
you must be fully satisfied that the crime has been committed. 
It were the merest folly to inquire as to the agent, while 
doubt remains as to the act. The learned Court will instruct 
you that this proof of the act, or as it is emphatically called 
— ^the corpus delicti — the very body of the offense, is an in- 
dispensable preliminary to all further investigation. It is 
requisite, to borrow the words of an admired author on the 
Law of Evidence (Starlrie, vol. i. p. 509), “upon a charge 
of homicide, even when the body has been found, and although 
indications of a violent death be manifest, that it shall still 
be fully and satisfactorily proved that the death was neither 
occasioned by natural causes, by accident, nor by the act of 
the deceased himself.’’ 

Dismissing, thierefore, for the present, as irrelevant and 
iniq>laced, all consideration of the agent, and confining your 
attention exclusively to the act, let me ask you. Has the Com- 
numwealth exhibited to you that full and satisfactory evi- 
dence th*t Chapman came to his death by poison, which is 
necessasry for conviction in eveiy capital cause? 
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To this first and vital point of the case, I respectfully so- 
licit your attention, while, with all the diffidence which a 
sense of my own imperfect knowledge can inspire, I examine 
the evidence., and authorities on which your decision must be 
founded. You have emibarked on an extensive and a highly 
interesting inquiry, and I confess I was not a little surprised 
when 1 heard the learned gentleman say it was not a scien- 
tific one. It is eminently scientific. Else why this formida- 
ble array of venerable authorities invoked to speak the ex- 
perience and the collected wisdom of ages? Why these 
learned practitioners brought miles from their occupations 
and their homes to enlighten you with the results of their 
own knowledge? You are now at the point where law and 
medicine unite their streams in the great ocean of science. 
Happily, however, you are not in the situation of the mari- 
ner, who pursues his devious track without chart or com- 
pass, or even star, to guide him. Our path is luminous, 
with the efforts of distinguished chemists and physicians, and 
the experiments of every year arci pouring a blaze of fresh 
illumination on this once obscure and intricate subject. Under 
the auspices of an Orfila, Toxicology, or the Science of Pois- 
ons, has assumed the rank of a distinct department. 

But, as if conscious that the medical evidence in this case 
was too weak and inconclusive to form the basis of your judg- 
ment, the learned gentleman has told you that all scientific 
evidence is inconclusive. If it were so, gentlemen, it should 
be utterly discarded by humanity and law. But let me, hum- 
ble as 1 am, assert the dignity and the just claims of science. 
I deny that the pi'oofs it affords are not capable of the highest 
moral certainty. I deny that if a metallic ring had been pro- 
duced by the chemists engaged in this investigation, it would 
have been inconclusive: and I appeal to Christison himself, 
the very authority relied on for its inconclusiveuess. 

My learned friend will permit me to say, that he has been 
somewhat transported by that fury which he so indignantly 
disclaims, when he tells you, that it is for you to say, whether 
it is not probable that Chapman died by arsenic. A more 
dangerous, a more monstrous position never was advanced 
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in & court of justice. It strikes at the very heart of our crim- 
inal law. It tears down all the safeguards which the human- 
ity of our law has fenced around innocence. God forbid that 
the life of any mlan should be suspended on the thread of a 
probability. No! Probabilities are banished here. It is 
moral certainty alone, which must govern your decision. 

In examining the subject now before us, no better or more 
rational arrangement presents itself, than that which the 
order of time suggests. I shall pursue that arrangemcMit, and 
consider the symptoms before death— the morbid appear- 
ances after death — and the chemical analysis. 

First, then — do the symptoms exhibited by William Chap- 
man indicate poison? or, to state the (luestion differently, do 
they not also indicate natural disease? You have heen asked 
with an air of triumph — which one of these symptoms is not 
a symptom of poisoning by arsenic? You are told that each 
individually and all collectively indicate poison — and that 
that is enough for the Commonwealth. Need I waste a mo- 
ment in exposing the fallacy of the argument? It proves 
too much, and therefore proves nothing. What though they 
are symptoms of poisoTi? The simple answer is — they arc 
also symptoms of natural disease; they establish the negative 
as fully as the affirmative, of the issue — ^that Chapman died 
a natural death as conclusively as that he died by poison. 

The time indeed was, when men were condemned to igno- 
miny and death on the evidence of symptoms alone. Science, 
in its rapid march of discovery, has long since banished this 
doctrine from the forum. Such evidence is utterly weak and 
inconclusive, because it is equivocal. It is <‘qnivocal, inas- 
much as the same symptoms are produeed by various irri- 
tating causes besides poison ; vitiated bile, for instance, from 
the collection of w'hich, in the intestines, cholera morbus is 
said to arise, is a highly acrid and deleterious irritant. Dr. 
Phillips, whose intelligence and exj)erionce are well known 
to all of you, and Dr. Hopkinson. both tell you that the 
symptoms in this case are those of violent cholera, to which 
Dr. Togno adds, of violent indigestion. Dr. Mitchell in- 
forms you that the symptoms of arsenical poison are stated to 
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be those of cholera — ^not, as has been contended, of that ter- 
rifBc pest, on whose wings the angd of death luu desolated 
the fairest portions of the globe, and in the diort space of 
twelve yea^ swept twenty miUionB from its snrface-^bat of 
the ordinary epidemic cholera of onr country. 

Let ns, however, descend to a more particular examination 
of the symptoms in this case. In estimating their bearing and 
importance, we are met on the very threshold with the strik- 
ing fact that neither of the phjrsicians who attended Chap- 
man during his illness, attributed his death to anything but 
- natural disease. It is impossible that they could have had the 
most remote suspicion of poison. They treated their patient, 
from first to last, for cholera morbus. Their subsequent si- 
lence speaks conclusively on this point. Think yon, that as 
honest men, they would have dismissed this subject entirely 
from their consideration, and suffered justice to dumber un- 
avenged over a deed of dark and hellidi atrocity? Their duty 
to their country and to themselves would have forbidden so 
criminal a misprision. But you are not left to draw this con- 
clusion from their treatment or their subsequent silence. Dr. 
Knight told Mr. Boutcher on Tuesday afternoon, at a time 
yon will remember, when Chapman exhibited all those alarm- 
ing symptoms which terminated in death, and amongst them 
the burning pain that has been so much dwelt on, that he 
had aymptoms of cholera morbus. Dr. Phillips, too, before 
suspicion was afioat, and prejudice had contaminated the 
public mind, told Dr. Coates that Chapman’s death was 
oecasioned by cholera morbus. So mu<di for the opinion of the 
physidans who watched around the bedside of the deceased, 
and derived their knowledge of his symptoms, not at second 
hand, but from actual personal inspection. 

What were the symptoms which gave rise to this opinion? 
vomiting and purging, the very definition of diolera morbus. 
The burning pain, too, in the stomach, which the poet has 
so forcibly described in the royal sufferer, who bids the winter 
to his burned bosom, is expressly mentioned by Christison, 
as an attendant of cholera — ^pp. 92 , 239 . 

Coldness of the extremities, clammy sweats, feeble pulse, 
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and great thirst, are also enumerated by the writers, among 
the symptoms of that disease. 

The deafness, which struck Dr. Knight as peculiar, is not 
urged as indicative of poison. 

Such being the analogy between the effects of poison and 
natural disease, it is not to be wondered at that Dr. Knight 
deemed it a case of cholera morbus. . It is true, as you have 
been told, that he cannot now account for the cause of the 
death ; but from the specimen you have had here exhibited of 
the retentiveness of the doctor’s memory, such an inability 
need not excite any extraordinary surprise. 

He neither examined the discharges made by the deceased, 
nor the body after death, with any particular attention, and 
indeed seems to have almost dismisst^d the case from his recol- 
lection; for he cannot tell you what sort of medicine he ad- 
ministered from first to last. 

With Dr. Phillips’s testimony I shall detain you but a 
moment. He knows little, for he saw little. With the excep- 
tion of the first visit on Saturday, he did not see Chapman 
till ten or twelve hours before death : when he was in reality 
a dying man. The appearances he then exhibited were those 
which ordinarily attend the instant approach of death. The 
cold, clammy and shrunken extremities — ^the creeping and 
barely perceptible pulse — what are they but the vestiges of 
ebbing vitality — the harbingers of approaching dissolution? 
The deep anxiety depicted on the features of the dying man 
— what is that but the stem impression which protracted 
agony graves upon the human countenance? 

Granting, therefore, to my learned opponent all that he 
contends for, that these are the symptoms of poison by ar- 
senic, to what does it amount? When you couple that ad- 
mission with the fact that they are also the symptoms of 
natural disease— a fact, let me repeat it, established by the 
treatment, the conduct, and the open expression of the phy- 
sicians whose judgment was based on actual observation, and 
not on mere recital by the testimony of the other highly re- 
q[>ectable experts who have been examined in this cause, and 
by the coneorrent voiee of the grave authorities, that have 
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been referred to. Thus supported, I feel myself warranted 
in the broad assertion that the evidence of poison furnished 
by the symptoms, is utterly fallacious and unsatisfactory. 

Let us proceed, then, in the second place, to an exam- 
ination of the morbid appearances exhibited after dealh, and 
see whether the judgment can find a safer anchorage in them 
than in the symptoms. It is in evidence from the testimony 
of Dr. Knight, that Chapman’s body presented what he calls 
a dark discoloration of the skin under the eyes and under and 
behind the ears. As to this,- Dr. Phillips is entirely silent ; and 
Dr. Knight himself formed no opinion of these spots at the 
time, nor did the appearance strike him as at all remarkable. 
Christison says that this appearance ought not to form, in 
any circumstanees whatever, the slightest ground of suspi- 
cion. 

Again: The body at a period of more than an hour after 
death is found stiff — and this rigidity of the muscles, which 
that accomplished undertaker, Mr. Bouteher, cannot account 
for any more than for the preternatural death of his duck- 
lings, is urged as another appearance of poison. Is there 
anything in this, that does not belong to the cold obstruction 
of death? It certainly did not strike the experience of Dr. 
Phillips as extraordinary, for he has not thought it neces- 
saiy to trouble you with it. And as for Mr. Bouteher, whose 
ability in these, the last sad offices of humanity, though he 
has had no experience in them for several years, I am not 
disposed to question, he was asleep upstairs when Chapman 
died. He is called down after the event — requested to under- 
take the laying out of the body— declines the unpleasant 
duty — sends a messenger for a neighbor who resides a mile 
off to officiate in his place, and waits till the return of the 
messenger before he commences his duties. After all this 
lapse of time, we are told that the muscles were stiff. The 
wonder would have been much greater, if they were not. 
The absence of rigidity would then have been as seriously 
and as justly urged, as its presence now is, in favor of poison. 

But these are minor points. Let us proceed with Dr. Hop- 
kinson to the burial ground of All Saints’ Church, where 
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he went, on the 21st of September, at the instance of Mr. 
Ross, for the purpose of examining the body of William 
Chapman, which had then lain in the grave almost three 
months. It was the first exhumation that Dr. II. had made; 
and he has with a manly candor which adds grace to talent 
and accomplisliment, acknowledged that it was imperfect. 
It was made under tlu^ current impression that Chapman was 
poisoned. The exaininatioii, if examination it can 1 h> called, 
lasted about three quarters of an hour, and was conducted 
by Dr Ilopkinson. Avitli the assistance of Dr. Contes. Guessing 
at the internal state of the stomach from its exterior appear- 
ance, it seemed to them that the objwt of their examination 
was accomplished — that if Chapman was poisoned, thi*y had 
the poison there. The stomach was nmioved and jdaced in a 
vesstd ; and contenting himstdf with an inspection of the large 
intestines, witliout examining the brain, heart, lungs, gall- 
bladder, or even thc^ rectum, the doctor, returned, perfectly 
satisfied that if there was any poison in the cns(>, he had it 
locked up in th<* stomach. In that respect I entindy agree 
with him. believing that if in reality there had Im'CIi poison, 
chemical analysis would have obtained it from the stumneh 
or its contents. None of the viscera but the stomach and 
the intestines w’cn* the subject of examination. Tlie doctor 
has told yon with frankness and tmth. that in an investiga- 
tion of this nature, involving the lives, the liberties and the 
sacred honor of men, no part ought to b«* omitted. Tt is much 
to he regretted that medico-legal investigations are not in 
this country, as in Prance, committed to the conduct of a 
medical board, appointed bv the government, with a liberal 
compensation for the sacrifice of time and labor, which their 
responsible duties require. T trust the day is not far distant 
when the attention of our own State shall be directed to a 
subject so fraught with interest to the security and the hap- 
piness of its citizens. 

What, then, were the peculiar morbid appearances in tnis 
case? 

First. The remarkable freedom from putrefaction of 
every part except the head and face — and this ground my 
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learned friend is unwilling to abandon. Arsenic, he tells 
you, has antiseptic qualities, and in proof of this assertion he 
quotes, amongst other high authorities, the quondam student 
of mediciqe, Mina himsdf, who purchased the arsenic of 
Durand, for the pretended purpose of preserving birds. The 
authority, respectable as it may be considered, is not alto- 
gether to the purpose, for the question is not as to the effect 
of arsenic when applied in sufficient quantity to the dead 
body, but whether when administered to the living body, it 
extends its preservative virtues after death. If it does, are 
its antiseptic qualities expanded over the frame in general, 
or limited in their sphere to the immediate surface with which 
it is in contact f If the former, by what principle does it oper- 
ate f By absorption through the blood, or by some myste- 
rious change of the physical laws, which operate on the ele- 
ments of organized matter t 

These are great and serious questions — the solution of 
which is yet hidden in the womb of science; and in respect 
to which wisdom professes ignorance. Is any man bold 
enough to answer themf Certain it is that none of the med- 
ical witnesses in this cause has ventured to give a decided 
opinion on this dark and intricate point, and I presume that 
you gentlemen will not pretend to be wiser than the very 
sages of the art. 

In support of his position, my learned frend has read to 
you from Christison several cases which strikingly illustrate 
the preservative powers of arsenic. The reports of those cases 
are not as full and satisfactory as might be wished, for we 
are not informed of any of the collateral circumstances which 
might have tended to retard putrefaction. What then shall 
we say to the numerous cases of poisoning by arsenic, where 
not only the ordinary rapidity of decay, but even an in- 
creased tendency to putrefaction, have been observed? I 
will take a weapon from his own armory. Will my friend 
stand by the great authority he has quoted? Christison recon- 
ciles the conflicting cases by the supposition that where the 
arsenic is not disdiarged by vomiting, and the patient dies 
soon, it will act as an antiseptic, on the stomach at least, 




LUCRETIA CHAPMAN 


269 


perhaps on the intestines also, while the rest of the body 
may decay in the usual manner; that on the contrary, if the 
‘arsenic is all or nearly all discharged by vomiting, not only 
the body generally, but likewise the stomach and intestines 
may follow the usual course of decay. How does this doc- 
trine suit the prosecution T If the arsenic was not discharged 
why was it not found t If it was discharged, how does it 
account for the absence of putrefaction t The inconsistency 
is glaring. 

I do not know that you, gentlemen, will deem it necessary 
to settle a question on which the most learned authorities 
are yet in a state of painful indecision, when the whole mar- 
vel is at once explained in a simple and satisfactory manner 
by the Rev. Mr. Sheets. He has described to you with great 
particularity, the position of the burial ground — the sandy 
soil, and unusual depth of the grave. You cannot have for- 
gotten the passages I read to you yesterday from Orfila*B 
stupendous work on Juridical Exhumations, an im.peri8h- 
able ninnument of the untiring wal and noble spirit of a 
man who has passed a life amid the festering remains of mor- 
tal corruption, with no other view than the advancement of 
science, and the benefit of the human race. He has exhibited 
by facts drawn from the observation of some hundreds of 
bodies at different periods after interment, the various causes 
which modify and resist that tendency to decay, by which 
we soon moulder into the dust we once so proudly lorded 
over. When the vital principle has fled, the elements which 
composed its dwelling bouse, disorganise and fly off from one 
another — to form the elements of new creations in the bound- 
less circle of eternal change. For this purpose are requisite 
a certain degree of heat, especially of moisture, and the pres- 
ence of air — and whatever has a tendency to exclude these, 
tends also to retard putrefaction.. The sandy nature of the 
soil — ^the unusual depth of the grave — the absence of obeuty 
in the individual — ^the freedom from fiscal matter in the 
intestines, these are natural circumstances which explain the 
preservation of the body in this case, so satisfactorily, that 
Dr. Mitchell expressly renounces it as forming any part of the 
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ground of his opinion. I feel confident that you will attach 
no greater weight to it. 

But then the herring smell emitted on opening the stom- 
ach? Did^ anyone ever hear of a herring smell in a dead 
body? “Is not that almost conclusive!” triumphantly asks 
my learned opponent. It is somewhat singular that with 
Dr. Mitchell’s testimony, -so cautious in its character, so im- 
pressive in its delivery ever before his eyes, Mr. Reed should 
attach such vast importance to matters which that gentleman 
entirely disregarded. “Noir can I,” says he, “with the single 
comparative fact with reference to the smell, permit that to 
form any part of the foundation of my opinion.” 

To argue that a peculiar odor would not be emitted, three 
months after death, occasioned by cholera morbus, or other 
natural cause, simply because such odor has never been read 
or heard of, is to argue like the royal barbarian, who refused 
to believe the traveler’s stoiy, that in some portions of the 
world the rivers were chained with, ice and supported men 
and animals, because such an occurrence had never come 
within the limited sphere of his observation. To infer that 
a thing cannot be, because its existence is unsupported by 
experience, is the weakest of all arguuraents in matters of 
science. For what does the aspiring and ever busy genius 
of man scale every obstacle of mountain, storm, and climate, 
bid defiance to oceans, delve into the bowels of the earth, 
conquer the very elements, but to enlarge the empire of sci- 
ence, and add new materials to the treasures of past ages. 
Nature is an exhaustless mine. We may labor to the end of 
time, there will yet remain some shaft unexplored, some vein 
rich in beauty and in knowledge. 

See how the argument works on our side of the question. 
Where — ^in what book — by what authority — ^has the herring 
smell been appropriated to arsenic! We have heard much 
of a garlic smell, but the herring smell is entirely new, and 
in its novelty consists its evidence of poison. In this uncer- 
tainty of odors I think you will attach no importance to the 
one in question. 

The stomach was found. Dr. Hopkinson tells you, covered 
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Avith a dark brownish mucus, and in a state of universal in- 
ilainmatiou, bounded by its two orifices. The oesophagnis. too, 
appeared inflamed, but how any conjecture can be formed 
of its condition, except by that penetration which can pierce 
through tliree coats of a stomach, I am utterly at a loss to 
conceive; for the examination, and w’ith it our knowledge, 
terminated at its junction with the stomach. 

Dr. Hopkinson. who never before exanuned a stomach 
three months after death, describes the appearances pre- 
sented in this case as inflammation ; while Dr. Toguo, on the 
high authority of Orfila, considers them as nothing more than 
cadaverous phenomena, denoting the gradual stagt's thi'oiigh 
which the body passed to destruction, and regards the tle- 
tachment of the mucous membrane from the muscular coat 
as decisive on the subject. Orfila, in his great Work on 
Exhumations, has unfolded the secrets of diMith's prison- 
house, and e.xhibited the thousand phenomena developed by 
the body after death. How difficult, then, must it. be. three 
months after d<‘ath, to pronounce on appearances as inflam- 
mation existing during life? The same observation may 1 m< 
applied to the spots spoken of by Dr. Mitchell. That is not 
the only embarrassment attending the subject. You have 
seen fnmi the passages I read to yon yesterday, from Dr. 
Yellowly’s paper, the extreme difficulty of distinguishing be- 
twe«*n real inflammation and a mere vascular fullness. Dnt, 
grant the appearance in this case to have been genuine, un- 
doubted inflammation. Does it establish the action of arH<‘nic, 
rather than any natural irritant ? We have not Imnui favored 
with a definition of inflammation, but are led to bidieve that 
it is an advanced stage of irritation, which may be produced 
by a thousand natural causes. Vitiated bile is a powerful 
irritant. Cholera morbus and indigestion are such natural 
causes. The inflammation of the stomach in cholera is some- 
times intense. You have been told by the medical witneshcs, 
and it is undoubtedly the doctrine of the best pathologists,'** 
that it is impossible to distinguish between a high state of 


'** Christison 103. 
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inflammation produced by arsenic and that produced by nat- 
ural causes. And yet yon are asked Jtaw to draw that dis- 
tinction. 

I shall glance rapidly at the remaining appearances. The 
dryness of the intestines was the natural attendant on the 
absence of putrefaction. 

The small quantity of matters found in the stomach need 
not excite surprise, when you consider the frequent dis- 
charges of the deceased, and the great length of time between 
the death and disinterment. 

Dr. Mitchell expressly tells you that the intestines are 
found sometimes empty in cases of cholera morbus. The 
bloody discharge per anum has been strenuously urged as 
indicative of arsenic. This appearance is spoken of by Dr. 
Phillips and Mr. Boutcher, who were present after the death 
of Chapman. It was not observed during life, by Dr. Knight. 
Dr. Phillips says there was an involuntary discharge per 
anum, of a bloody serum, but he also tells you that invol- 
untary discharges occur in all diseases in the last stages. Mr. 
Boutcher ’s account of the color is somewhat different. He 
cannot positively say there was any blood, he thinks the dis- 
charge appeared a darkish green. It has been urged as indi- 
cating an inflamed state of the rectum, which has been enu- 
merated among the attendants of poisoning by arsenic. Sup- 
posing it to be really anything more than the ordinary dis- 
charge produced by the agony of expiring nature, upon what 
principle are you gratuitously to suppose, in the absence 
of all examination of the rectum, that that organ was in- 
flamed. We are not told of any excoriation or ulceration. 
The discharge, if sanguinolent matter, might have proceeded 
from dysentery, or a variety of natural causes. If the rec- 
tum* had really been inflamed, such inflammation must have 
been attended with very acute pain. Yet not a word of com- 
plaint escapes the lips of the unhappy sufferer. He. com- 
plains of his head, and of his stomach. But neither Dr. 
Knight, nor Dr. Phillips, nor anyone else, has heard a syl* 
lable about the rectum. 

Such, gentlemen, are the morbid appearances. They are 
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all, and every one of them, compatible with natural diaeaae. 
In the words of Dr. Hopkinson, “A violent ease of cholera 
morbus might present the same appearance after death, as 
this body.” Is it then the too ardent belief of the advocate, 
or is it not rather the sober deduction of reason, that the 
evidence they afford is as weak and unsatisfactory as that 
furnished by the symptoms. Put both together. Weigh their 
united force. They may, for aught I know or care, amount 
to what Dr. Coates modestly styles medical evidence of poison. 
The external appearance of the stomach is, it appears, med- 
ical evidence of its internal condition. Medical evidence, you 
are told, can never be positive. It certainly does in this 
instance approach very nearly to guesswork. All that I have 
to say, and in that I have the authority of Dr. Coates him- 
self, and of the best medical jurisprudents, is, that if this be 
medical evidence, it is not the kind of evidence which the law 
requires in a case of blood. 

Let us pass then to the chemical analysis. To this the med- 
ical jurist looks as capable of yielding the only certain and 
introvertible result. Pathology and anatomy furnish, in this 
case, at best but a glimmering and uncertain light — a light 
which may delude and carry you into error, because it can- 
not enable you to distinguish between the effects of poison 
and natural disease. Not so with chemistry — that has a test 
past e(|uivocation — a test which never lies — which, acting on 
the stomach and its contents, plucks poison from them, if 
there be poison there. I speak of the reduction of the arsenic 
to its metallic form and luster, the great — the final, the “cru- 
cial experiment,” as it has been emphatically called— the 
only one, on which the mind can repose with safety, un- 
shaken by doubt, and by a thought of the awful consequences 
which may attend mistake. I will not trouble you by re- 
peating what is perhaps yet fresh in your recollection, the 
authorities I read to you yesterday, drawn from those sources 
to which we look for light — ^from England, the home of sci- 
ence — ^from France, the nursery of chemists — from Sweden, 
that boasts of a Ber 2 seliu 8 . To these 1 added names of which 
our own country is proud, and ranks among the most dis- 
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tinguishcd of her sons. To the testimony of an Orfila — and a 
Berzelius, what need I add, what can I addf Their names 
are synonomous with all that is profound in science and im- 
posing and venerable in authority. 

Christison, speaking of reduction, says; “The great ex- 
cellence of the test is, that the sublimed crust possesses so 
many highly characteristic properties as to render its equiv- 
alent to many other tests taken conjunctly, and to put it ab- 
solutely beyond the reach of. every fallacy.” 

Listen to the great head of modem chemistry: “As the 
law requires life for life, it is necessary that the symptoms 
which denote poisoning be confirmed by the teal presence 
of the poison in the contents of the stomach and the intes- 
titnes, or in the matters discharged by vomiting. ’ ’ — Berzelius, 
Traite fie Chimie, vol. ii. p. 448. 

The position for which I contend, supported, as I believe, 
by these illustrious authorities is, that no chemical proof, 
short of the reduction of the arsenic to its metallic state, is 
sufficient to warrant a conviction in a capital cause. 

It is this alone which affords 

"An aroh-like strong foundation to support 
The incumbent weight of absolute, complete 
Conviction ; here, the more we press, we stand 
More firm.” — 

Our law, founded in the most obvious principles of human- 
ity and justice, requires the fullest, the clearest, the most ir- 
refragable evidence, before it imposes its awful sanctions. It 
must be evidence that does not admit a reasonable doubt. And 
can that evidence be considered full or clear, or free from 
doubt, when a process has been omitted, or, as in this case, 
been tried and failed, which would have set the stamp and 
seal of certainty on the fact. The last, the most important 
link in the chain is wanting — ^the golden link which is sus- 
pended from truth. The mind hesitates; it feels itself un- 
satisfied; it has not reached as far as it might — ^it has made 
advances towards truth — ^but it has stopped before it has 
grasped the final object of its research. 
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It is a well established rule in the trial of the most insig* 
nificant civil cause, that the best evidence, and the best evi> 
deuce alone, shall be exhibited. If this be the rule where a 
few’ shillings are at Stake, what shall we say when character 
and life hang on the event. Shall be allow’ inferior evidence 
to blast a man’s reputation, and take away his life, than to 
settle a paltry claim against his property? God forbid. 

Now, can it be for a moment doubted, that the actual re- 
production of the metallic arsenic is a better proof of its 
existence than the varying shades produced by the liquid 
tests or the varj’ing shades of a smell T Let your own reason 
decide. 

Arsenic is a metal of a certain color, brilliancy, and char- 
acteristic appearance, w’hich Christison says in the most de- 
cided and unqualified manner, can be mistaken for no other 
substance in nature. When this metal, thus peculiar in its 
app(‘aranee, is found in a suspected fluid, we can ask no more; 
I’csearch is e.\hausted, doubt is banished, positive and abso- 
lute certainty is attained. And, to make assurance doubly 
sure, if tlie liquid tests, when applied to the metal produce 
their characteristic results, the most fastidious judgment must 
aeknow’ledge itself satisfied. 

It is nut so with the liriuid tests, or the arsenical smell. At 
best, they furnish but presumption of the pnjsence of arsenic. 
They open the track of investigation, they put you on the scent. 
It is reduction alone which brings the object within your grasp. 
Such h(‘ing, as I conceive, the r«*ceived dt»etrine of the present 
day, sanctioned by the most learned medical jurisprudents of 
both Europe and America, let us apply it to the present case. 

We proceed, then, to the laboratory of Dr. Mitchell, who, 
w’ith the assistance of Mr. Clemson, undertook the chemical 
analysis of Chapman’s stomach. The viscid mucus scraped 
from the w’alls of the stomach was diluted and submitted to the 
action of certain liquid reagents — substanctw which when ap- 
plied to a solution containing arsenic, throw down precipitates 
of peculiar colors. Those used by Dr. Mitchell were the am- 
moniacal sulphate of copper, which throws down a bright 
green, probably known to you under the name of Scheele’a 
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green — ^nitrate of silver, which produces a straw jrellow — and 
sulphuretted hydrogen, the great deteeter of metals, which 
causes a lemon ydlow precipitate. What was the result? Fail- 
ure — ^total,„absolute failure. Had the tests succeeded in strik- 
ing their <diaracteristio colors, still they would not have been 
decisive. The weight of authority is, that they are to be re- 
garded as mere presumptive evidence of arsenic, fallacious, 
inasmuch as various substances besides arsenic, occasion anal- 
ogous appearances. Here their failure was complete. Dr. 
Mitchell entirely disregards them in forming his opinion, and 
my learned friend has prudently abandoned them in his ar- 
gument. But I will not abandon them — hold them up here 
to your view, I insist upon them as n strong ground of the 
defense. They furnish me witli a powerful argument drawn 
traai the failure of an experiment conducted with all the 
skill and caution, which, in his absence, I may be permitted 
to say without fear of giving him offense, that very acconir 
plished and able chemist is known to possess. But they did 
not stop here. The suspected substance was divided into 
three parts, and placed in three separate tubes, each of which 
underwent tiie same process, but all attempts at reducing 
the metal failed. The best evidence has not been, and could 
not be, procured. What is the inference f Does it not react, 
with overwhelming force, on all the presumptions produced 
by the liquid tests, the morbid appearances, the symptoms? 

No poison was fotind. In the terse language of Dr. Togno, 
no poison — ^no poisoning. I cannot here forbear a remark on 
the manner in which the gentleman who preceded me poured 
the vials of his wrath on that learned and accomplished physi- 
cian. He has, it is true, not as an obtrusive amateur, but a 
witness coming here under the process of this court, ven- 
tured to express his own solemn conviction, in opposition to 
the array of professional learning produced by the Common- 
wealth. And what is to be the forfeit of such daring pre- 
sumption? His scientific reputation — and Mr. Reed, it seems, 
sincerriy as he deplores it, is the priest who is to offer up 
the sacrifice. Permit me to say, without meaning any dis- 
respect to the gentleman, that he has on this occasion acted 
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rather the butcher than the priest. Dr. Togno, he tella you, 
has himself famished the weapon, and pointed out the “vital 
spot.” With an air of triumphant satisfaction at having, 
as he supposed, demolished the Doctor by throwing in his 
teeth the very authority be relied upon, he read to you several 
cases from Christison, p. 48. Let me ask, do these cases, in 
the slightest degree, impeach what Dr. Togno saidf In the 
words of the witness, as Mr. Reed himself has quoted them: 
“Christison, in every instance where he has analyzed the 
stomach of a person dying by arsenic, found the arsenic by 
reduction.” Has the gentleman shown you, can he show 
you, a single instance where Christison and Orfila have an- 
alyzed the stomach of a person dying by arsenic, without 
finding the poison 1 When the learned gentleman has shown 
you such an instance, it will be time enough for him to tri- 
umph over Dr. Tongo’s suicide. 

But it is contended that that analysis has not failed. It is 
said that a strong garlic smell was produced, and the most 
fallacious of the human senses is, in a matter of life and 
death, made the ground of serious reliance in opposition to 
the unanimous voice of the most respectable authorities — 
to Christison himself, who tells yon that it ought to be alto- 
gether discarded. 

Both the medical witnesses examined on the part of the 
defendant, think the alliaceous odor is not to be depended on ; 
so little reliance is placed on it by Dr. Baehe, that in Fenner’s 
case it was not sought after. Jaeger says “it is a very in- 
sufficient test.” Berzelius, the great northern light, tells 
you “that it is always doubtful .” — Trnite dr Chimie, vol ii. 
p. 452. Orfila does not consider it at all more decisive. In 
vol. i., p. 357, he says, “this character belongs to other sub- 
stances;” “besides,” adds this profound author, “does it 
not often happen that we are deceived as to the true char- 
acter of odors f Mr. Vauquelin and myself were the reporters 
in a case of poisoning; the suspected matter was thrown for 
several times on burning coals, and twice only we thought 
we recognized the odor of garlic; we soon assured ourselves 
that this matter did not contain an atom of arsenic.” But 
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authority, it seems, is, on this point, to be entirely disre- 
garded. Boldness is the characteristic of the age. The world 
is now, for the first time, to be informed that Christison, and 
Jaeger, and Orfila, and Berzelius, have all been mistaken — 
grossly, inexcusably mistaken. And how has Mr. Reed en- 
deavored to comibat this powerful host of authorities? By 
an eulogy on Mr. Clemson’s olfactory powers. He, it seems, 
can distinguish the shadow of a shade of a smell of arsenic. 
That is not all; the moment one among several tubes was 
submitted to him, he pronounced it, without hesitation, to 
contain arsenic. The little incident which occurred before 
your eyes, of the tube which he pronounced with equal 
promptness to contain mercury, when in fact no mercury was 
there, only shows the propriety of hesitation in matters so 
liable to deception and mistake. To err is the attribute of 
humanity, and Mr. Clemson will think I do him no wrong, 
when I say, that with all his well earned experience in the 
School of Mines, and the laboratory of M. Bobiquet, he, too, 
may be mistaken in the shadow of a shade of a smell of ar- 
senic. 

But does not the failure of the attempt at reduction react 
upon and entirely destroy any presumption of arsenic raised 
by this garlic smell? The odor, you are told, is produced 
by the fumes of the volatilized metal, which crystallize on the 
internal surface of the tube, and form the arsenical ring. If 
there was metal miough to produce the arsenical odor, there 
was also enough to be reduced. Mr. Clemson tells you he 
has never been deceived in finding the metal when he has 
found the odor, and Dr. Bache thinks that if there were 
enough arsenic to retard putrefaction, as my friend con- 
tends, there was also enough to abide the final test. Why 
then was it not found ? Why did it not abide the final test ? 
This is the question which perpetually recurs with overwhelm- 
ing force. The minuteness of the quantity of arsenic that 
may be restored to its metallic state by this process of re- 
duction, is such as almost to exceed belief. Four or five grains 
of arsenic are said to be ^e smallest quantity that will de- 
stroy life. Yet we read of the 300th part of a grain being 
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thus detected in a pure solution, and Berzelius has reduced a 
quantity so infinitely minute, as not to affect his excjuisite 
balance. Dr. Mitchell thinks that even in combination with 
the solids of the stomach, 100th part of a grain may be re- 
duced, though with a modesty which we can appreciate with- 
out yielding consent to its justice, he says it would re(|uire 
more skill than he possesses. The sixth part of a grain, how- 
ever, will unquestionably furnish three trials in even the 
most unskillful hands. These facts are too strong to be openly 
combated. Sensible of the force with which they must pre- 
sent themselves to your minds, Mr. Beed disposes of them in 
a very summary and convenient manner by the supposition, 
for I can call it nothing more, that the poison was ontindy 
rejected during life, by vomiting. Be it so, I rej)ly. what 
then becomes of Mr. riemson, and his smell? What becomes 
of Dr. Mitcheirs experiments? What becomes of the ab- 
sence of putrefaction? Was there ever such a pattern of 
contradiction ? They first boldly t(dl yon arsenic is in the 
stomach, and then as boldly deny what they have just 
most lustily asserted. We are first told that the preservation 
of the body, and a .strong garlic smell, manifest the presence 
of arsenic, and then with miraculous consistency we are asked 
to believe that the arsenic was rejected during life. And 
on what evidence? You have heard more of attempts to 
vomit than of actual vomiting. The appearance of th<‘ gall- 
bladder, as described by Dr. Hopkinson, has an important 
bearing on this feature of the case. It is represented as par- 
tially distended. Now, if the vomiting had been so frequent 
and excessive as completely to evacuate the stomach, without 
leaving a trace of arsenic behind, the gall-bladder would most 
probably have been found entirely empty. 

We are now upon a plain matter of fact; one, too, of 
serious importance to the prisoner. Let us not indulge in 
suppositions and conjectures, however plausible and ingen- 
ious. The principle here contended for may much abridge 
the labor of a prosecution ; but I doubt whether it will ad- 
vance the ends of justice. Rvery man who dies with an in- 
flammation of the stomach, and symptoms of cholera morbus, 
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may, by supposing the poison rejected during life, be proved 
to have died by arsenic. 

The cases of Miss Blandy, decided in England, in 1754, and 
of Naim and Ogilvie, in Scotland, thirteen years subsequently, 
have been referred to by my learned opponent, but I trust 
they are not held up as examples for our imitation. They 
are foul blots on the records of English jurisprudence. They 
were decided at a period when this interesting branch of 
science was in its merest infancy ; in a countiy where, in the 
language of one of her favorite poets, “wretches hang, that 
jurymen may dine.” In this country, and at this day, they 
would be considered as little less than judicial murders. 

Mr. Reed closed his remarks on the medical evidence by 
reading to you the opinion of Dr. Mitchell, as to. the cause 
of Chapman’s death, and I shall conclude what I have to 
say on this point of the cause, by some observations on that 
opinion. I am fully sensible of the high consideration to 
which the testimiony of that learned physician is entitled — 
a consideration derived from his well earned reputation, and 
enhanced by the impressive eloquence of its delivery. His 
opinion, however, must be tested in the same manner as that 
of any other individual, and if it shall appear that the con- 
clusion at which he arrives is based in part on premises 
which have no existence, to build your faith on such an opin- 
ion would be to do him great injustice, and my client irrep- 
arable injury. His judgment is professedly founded on the 
symptoms, on the post mortem examination, and on the chem- 
ical analysis. If any one of these pillars of his judgment 
fail in any important particular, it must have material bear- 
ing on the whole conclusion. 

The post mortem examination he acknowledges to have 
been imperfect; the chemical analysis yet more unsatisfac- 
tory. It is evident, therefore, that the symptoms which he 
detailed with such cautious particularity, entered largely 
into the formation of his opinion. One of these was the 
absence of delirium. How is the fact! Refer to the testi- 
mony of Dr. Knight, you will find that so far from his intel- 
lectual faculties being complete and unimpaired on Tuesday 
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evening, Chapman was delirioiu; hia ezpreariona wild and 
incoherent, his conduct was that of a man whom reason has 
been invaded. 

He refers also to the preternatural rigidity of the body 
after death — ^Preternatural ! I think he would scarcely have 
used the term if he had been present at the second examina* 
tion of Mr. Boutcher, which satisfactorily explained that ap* 
pearance by the length of the interval between death and the 
preparation of the body for its final and cbeerless abode. 

Another circumstance that exercised an important infiu- 
ence on his opinion, was the discharge indicative of a diseased 
rectum. Dr. Mitchell himself tells you it might be occasioned 
by a variety of natural diseases. 

In speaking of the reduction of strength, and coldness of 
extremities exhibited by the patient, the doctor uses the 
epithet, “very extraordinary.” If the term refer to the in- 
tensity of the symptoms, it has no foundation in the evi- 
dence. Does he mean that the symptoms themselves arc lu- 
usual and extraordinary f I apprehend not; for, if I am 
not mistaken, they are enumerated among the usual and ordi- 
nary symptoms of cholera morbus. 

In speaking of the state of the mouth, he uses the term 
parched, which certainly expresses a greater intensity of the 
symptom than dryness, to which the evidence is confined. 
Removing, therefore, from the catalogue those symptoms 
which either did not exist at all, or whose existence is satis- 
factorily explained, you have a case of sudden and violent 
attack, attended by sickness, vomiting, and burning pain; 
a small and tremulous pulse, a dry mouth, and calm disso- 
lution. How analogous to an ordinary case of cholera morbus! 

I submit, therefore, with the utmost deference, that an 
examination of Dr. MitcheH’s opinion removes the sting from 
it, and leaves your judgment free and untrammelled by the 
hig^ authority of its author. 

I ■hall here take leave of the medical witnesses; in relation 
to whom, I have perhaps drawn too largely on your time 
and patience. Let the importance of the subject, and an inv- 
periona sense of duty, be my apology. 
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Th6 conclusions to which I have endeavored to arrive are: 

1. That the symptoms in this case do not establish poison, 
because they are analogous to natural disease. 

2. That .the morbid appearances do not establish poison, 
because they, too, are analogous to natural disease. 

3. That the chemical analysis does not establish poison, 
because the liquid te.sts, even when they exhibit their charac- 
teristic colors, afford only a presumption of poison ; but when, 
as in the present ease, they fail to exhibit their characteris- 
tic colors, they afford not even a presumption of poison. 
By the concurrent voice of the best authorities, the garlic 
smell ought to be discarded as a test for arsenic. Reduction 
is the only test that is conclusive, and ought to be received 
in a capital cause. That test having been tried and failed, 
its failure reacts upon and negatives every presumption of 
arsenic. 

Such, gentlemen, is the medical evidence of poison. The 
symptoms, the morbid appearances, the chemical analysis, are 
each imperfect, unsatisfactory, and inconclusive. To convict 
on the evidence of any one alone would be little short of mur- 
der. The warp and the woof are both rotten and unsound. 
What then must be the strength of the texture? Can the 
superstructure be durable which is reared on a foundation 
of such inherent weakness? Grant that the evidence is suf- 
ficient to satisfy a chemist or a physician, as a mere matter 
of scientific research. Does it carry conviction to your minds 
as jurors, engaged in an investigation of such awful solem- 
nity and importance? Can you say, after the unequivocal 
testimony of the learned and able medical gentlemen exam- 
ined on behalf of the defendant that you are morally certain 
tiiat Chapman died by poison? 

But that is not all : Our ingenious adversaries have thought 
it necessary to bolster up this part of their case by what they 
call an admission of the defendant. In a letter written by 
her to the Mexican consul at Philadelphia, she speaks of being 
paralyzed at the thought that it was probable her busband 
had been poisoned. And these expressions denoting the in- 
nocent confusion of a mind unable to realize what was then 
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reiterated from every corner of the State — what every news- 
paper throughout the country teemed with — the probability 
of her husband’s murder — constitute the confession on which 
Mr, Reed has rung 'such loud and frefjuent changes in the 
course of his argument. How uncharitable and unjust is 
it thus to torture and misinterpret expressions the most nat- 
ural and simple. I confess I can himlly speak of it without 
emotion, beeniise it is neither right nor proper that a man’s 
life should in the slightest degnn? be jtKipardizt'd by forced 
constructions and wire-drawn eonclusions. 

There is yet another grave and weighty proof of poison 
which has b(‘eu seriously urged, but which it is difficult to 
treat with any degree of seriousness. T allude to the mys- 
t(‘rioias death of the poultry. It is contended that they too 
died by the administration of poison. The manner in which 
thes(‘ unfortunate animals were* tlms cut off in the bud of 
youthful ]>romise, whetlier by poison, or by fish water, or 
lime water, or what not, will probably Umg remain a matter 
of nijVstery and winter evening’s conversation in Mr. Boutch- 
e?-'s family. It was necessarj', however, for the prosecution 
to eoiuu'Ct their untimely end in some manner with the de- 
fendant. How to do it was the <jucstion. It was at first sup- 
posed that they too, like Chapman, must have eaten of the 
poi.s<jned soup (made, you remember, with a fowl taken from 
Ml*. Bouteher’s flock) which was thrown into the yard on 
Monday afternoon. Ann Bantom, however, settled that by 
saying that the soup was thrown upon the naked ground, 
and not into the paved gutter — and Mr. Reed has given the 
whole stor:>' its quietus by granting that there was no jioison 
in the soup which was thrown into the yard. Indeed, the 
utter impossibility of connecting the calamity of the poultry 
in any manner with Chapman ’s death or with the defendant, 
was BO obvious, that Mr. Reed soon abandoned the ducks to 
their fate. 

I submit therefore, gentlemen, that the Commonwealth has 
failed in establishing the great and fundamental point of 
the cause that William Chapman died by the administra- 
tion of poison. Let us suppose, however, that it has been 



284 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


proved to yoar aatisfactioii, that Chapman was really pois- 
oned — ^poisoned, if you please, by the very arsenic whidi 
Mina purchased. Are you, therefore, to bdieve that that 
poison was administered by the defendant? This is the next 
and most important question presented for your considera- 
tion. 

In deciding on a question that must irrevocably seal the 
destinies of a human being, I feel confident that you, gentle- 
men of the jury, will proceed with all the cautious circum- 
spection which the importance of the stake demands. If 
guilt shall openly encounter you, you will meet it with firm- 
ness and visit it with the terrible sanctions of the law. But 
I feel assured that you will not either with a view of gratify- 
ing the malevolence of the defendant’s enemies, or of vindi- 
cating the insulted justice of your country, turn aside from 
the obvious high road of the evidence, to search amidst con- 
jecture, mystery or suspicion, an apology for conviction. 

It will ^ my duty on the present occasion to disentangle 
the web that has been thrown around the defendant, by the 
zeal and ingenuity of my eloquent friend who assists in the 
prosecution. 

And I shall begin by claiming at your hands for this 
wretched female, that benefit which the law benignly extends 
to the meanest criminal arraigned for the most trivial offense 
— ^the presumption in favor of innocence. It is her birthright, 
as an American citizen. You cannot refuse it to her. I am 
sure you would not if you could. It is the comer stone 
of our criminal jurisprudence — a time honored monument 
of the justice and humanity of our laws — ^which has survived 
the radest shocks of the most sanguinary ages. I beseech 
you, then, while you sit in judgment on the defendant, never 
to lose sight of the glorious principle whose application none 
of yon can tell how soon he may have occasion to invoke— 
that every man is presumed to innocent till he is clearly 
proved to be guilty. 

This being the sacred privilege guaranteed to my client 
by the law of the land, I must solemnly protest against the 
mode of argument adc^ted by the Commonwealth in this 
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case. My learned friend inverts the law — trolls back the 
stream of justice. He presumes the defendant to be guilty- 
then exerts all his force and ingenuity to bend the facts to 
the unfavorable presumption; while every circumstance that 
weighs in favor of her innocence is construed into deceit, 
color, pretext, a stalking horse for murder. Gentlemen, is 
human life so cheap that it may be thus sported and trifled 
with! Such palpable injustice would shock the tribunal of 
an eastern despot. But in a land of enlightened freemen, in 
an age of light, humanity and philanthropy, it could not be 
for a moment tolerated. No; you must presume the defend* 
ant to be innocent — it is then your duty to say whether her 
conduct, and the circumstances of the case, do*not harmonize 
with that presumption. This is the rule of universal jus- 
tice — ^the rule which the learned Court iirill dictate to you, 
and on which I shall request you to found your verdict. 

Keeping, then, steadily in view the great principles of the 
law, that every presumption is in favor of innocence, and 
that the inculpatory proof, however probable, must leave 
no room for innocence to co-exist: let us examine the evi- 
dence which the Commonwealth has presented you of the 
prisoner’s guilt f 

We have heard much in this case, gentlemen, about motive. 
It is the incessant cry of the prosecution ; the defendant had 
a motive to commit this crime. 

Who is there, 1 might ask, that has not a motive to commit 
crime f The world is animate with motive. * Temptations and 
seductive allurements are spread in glittering profusion over 
the path of life — ^tbey arrest you at eveiy step, and were it 
not so, what would remain for virtue to achieve f My learned 
friend pictured to you an enviable prospect of Andalusia in 
its bright da3rs of innocence and peace. Under the touch of 
his pencil it grew into a little Eden. Joy beamed from every 
eye — ^the melody of heaven hung on every lip. Domestic 
happiness — ^the affection of a tender husband — ^the smiles 
of an interesting family — all these were powerful induce- 
ments to virtue and to honor— yet all these could the de- 
fendant sacrifiee without a tear upon the polluted shrine of 
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avarice and unholy passion. Do you think that these con> 
siderations, which Mr. Heed has so eloquently described, 
weigh nothing against the criminal motive? When you tell 
me that the ruffian, hoary in crime, who has neither char- 
acter to lose nor to acquire, has a motive even to destroy life 
in the acquisition of wealth, the proposition is intelligible; 
but that one who has ever borne a reputation free from stain 
— a communicant at the altar of her Gknl — ^the parent of 
five children, whom she Md taught to worship that God, 
bound to duty by every tie of religion, parental love and con- 
jugal affection, should condemn herself to endless misery — 
her offspring to perpetual obloquy — depend upon it, gen- 
tlemen, the motive to commit such an act is lost in the induce- 
ment to abstain from it. 

The love of money was one, but not the leading motive 
which Mr. Beed suggested. It is said that the defendant 
bowed before an idol even grosser than Mammon. You are 
told that every principle of virtue — every sense of shame — 
every feeling of common decency was consumed and extin- 
guished in the lurid fires of criminal passion. A matron and 
a mother is accused of committing this crime for the purpose 
of enjoying the embraces of a guilty paramour. 

I do not know that I am called upon on this occasion to 
defend the scrupulous delicacy of the defendant’s conduct. 
Still, let her not rest under aspersions uncharitable, unjust, 
and unfounded in the testimony of the cause. If criminal 
passion had been the motive that actuated this defendant, 
could not that passion have been gratified without a hus- 
band’s murder? Speculation, however, on such a subject 
is useless. I call your attention to the evidence, which alone 
can govern your decision. Passing by Mary Palethorpe, 
whose testimony, except so far as it contradicts the witness 
who succeeds, is wholly unimportant, comes the redoubtable 
Ellen Shaw — ^the head and front of the prosecution. Her 
testimony is ushered in with palpable contradiction, and 
glows throughout with malevolence towards the defendant. 
She describes to you the manner in which Mina presented 
himself at the house; a suppliant for alms and petitioner for 
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a night s lodging. She tells yon with the utmost eonfidonce 
that Mr. Chapnuiu himself admitted him, and even rt'peats a 
conversation that took place in the house. Yet Mary Pale- 
thorpe and little Lucretia, both in the room at the time, and 
therefore more likely to be correct than Ellen, who was milk- 
ing tile cows in the yard, tell 3*011 that not ]Mrs. Chapman, but 
one of the boarders, opened the door and brought Minn into 
the house. With an intuitive perception, she seems at the 
first glance to have discwered the cloven foot of the strangiT. 
He was a Spaniard, and to be a Spaniard was enough — the 
ver.v name ivas, in her mind, as.socinted with poison and the 
stiletto, and all that is dangerous and horrible. This vir- 
tuous maid would have 3*011 to Indieve that in the short 
space of one month after ^liiia s arrival, the defendant’s con- 
duct had reached such a height of lilonled wantonness that 
she was actually compelled to leave tin* house to save her own 
blushes. Extraordinary delicacy! I fear the age has be- 
come too gross for such refinement. What, after all, did the 
witness see thus to shock and outrage her moral sentiment t 
She informs Amu that her business confined her prett\* closely 
to the kitchen, which was in the cellar, where she had no 
assistance. This proves bcAmnd a doubt th<‘ truth of what 
she herself told you, that ‘*she had little chance of seeing 
them. ” I rjnote now her very words. Yet in the .same breath 
she has the audacity to say — ^that the defendant and Minn 
were in the room together almost all the time — in a private 
room, too — as if there was something pec.ulinrl3* private in 
their association — and yet this private room turns out to 
have been nothing more nor less than a common parlor. This 
is not all, however. Though her business thus elosfdy con- 
fined her to the cellar, she seems to have known ever\*thing 
that was passing in the third stor3* — for she is now able to 
testify that she has often seen the. defendant in Minays apart- 
ment In support of this sweeping and unqualified assertion 
she has particularied two occasions. Once in the evening, 
about 8 or 9 o’clock. The question naturally arises — ^was the 
door open? If it was, it acquits the defendant of the slightest 
shade of impropriety. Was it shut? How then does it happen 
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tliat this virtuoas female, who was obliged, forsooth, to leave 
the house for very modesty, comes at this hour of the night 
to the room of this dangerous Spaniard; so dangerous that, 
in her own language, a body did not know what he might do. 
On the other occasion she went for the purpose of receiving 
some direction from the defendant, and happened to find her 
in conversation with lifina. Was there anything criminal 
in that? She saw no confusion — ^no impropriety — nothing 
but an ordinary conversation. 

Now, gentlemen, let me ask you as candid and liberal men, 
suppose that the defendant and Mina sat together, rode to- 
gether, and talked together as much, aye, more, than all 
the witnesses have told you. Oould anything be more natural 
or more compatible with her innocence? It is in evidence 
that Mina came to that house a helpless mendicant — ^that he 
was received there in the purest spirit of Christian benevo- 
lence — ^that he found a home in the bosom of their family — 
that he was regarded as a son by both Mr. and Mrs. Chapman. 
His supposed misfortunes excited sympathy; a sympathy 
which was not diminished by the story of his family and 
wealth. That they should have showered attentions, caresses, 
and indulgences on a Governor’s son, whose grandfather 
owned a silver mine, was the most natural and at the same 
time the most innocent thing in the world. He was also 
avowedly engaged in acquiring the English language under 
the defendant’s instruction. It is further in evidence that 
he was liable to frequent attacks of disease which required 
the constant attendance of those around him. Under all 
these circumstances, that frequency of association which has 
been made the subject of so much and so severe remark, is 
explained on the most innocent and justifiable motives. Yet 
this, I presume, is what Mr. Boss called divorcing herself 
from her husband. 

But then the visit to Joseph Wright’s! If anything were 
wanting to esdiibit in broad rdief the temper of Ellen Shaw’s 
testimony yon have it in this relation. I beg you to apply 
it as a touchstone to the rest of her evidence. According to 
the veracious Ellen’s examination in chief, as I have it on 
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my notes, “Mina was lying down in Mrs. C.’s lap nearly all 
day and singing love songs, and when they arrived at 
Wright’s they took a walk into the woods, and were gone 
some two or three hours.” Standing by itself, unqualified 
and unexplained, you have here a scandalous outrage upon 
common decency. Now mark, I pray you, the mental reser- 
vation of the witness. She had just taken upon herself a 
solemn obligation to tell the whole truth ; and yet it was only 
by the able cross-examination of my colleague that the whole 
truth was extorted from her unwilling lips, and she stood 
before you in all the moral deformity of wilful and malicious 
reservation. It turned out that the whole ride was an act 
of pure kindness on the part of Mrs. C. to accommodate the 
nutness, who wished to visit a relation then at Wright’s. They 
found the house a scene of the utmost bustle and confusion. 
Whitewashing, scrubbing, and other domestic operations 
drove them out of doors to seek shelter in the woods, whih> 
Ellen remained behind; not, however, till she had declined 
their invitation to accompany them; a fact which she did 
think proper to ac<|uaiiit you with in her examination in 
chief. She forgot, too, to relate a circumstance which was 
also left for cross-examination to elicit — that this little butter- 
fly, as she now indignantly calls him, had the presumption 
to light in her lap in the very same manner as in Mrs. (^.’s. 
The defendant, too, sang love songs. 0, wanton depravity 
for a matron and a wife! Yet these love songs dwindle grad- 
ually into two or three pieces of song, not one word of which 
can the witness remember, and this respectable lady on being 
questioned more closely does not appear to know the differ- 
ence between a hymn tune and a love song. 

Gentlemen, it is not the least precious of the much lauded 
benefits of trial by jury, that those j>eers who arc to pass upon 
the lives, the liberties and the fortunes of their fellow-citizens, 
have an opportunity of seeing how far truth is discolored 
by the passions and the prejudices of the witness. I chal- 
lenge you to point out in the whole course of your experience 
a more disgraceful instance of intemperate zeal than was 
exhibited by Ellen Shaw. 
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What think you of a witness who gratuitondy infers that 
Mrs. C. came from Mina’s room, simply because she met her 
on the stairs in the morning; who openly professes to found 
her opinions on the manner in which things have turned out ; 
and who accompanies the admission, which reluctance could 
not conceal, that religious services were regularly observed 
in that family, with the sneering remark, much good did it 
do. Is this the language, the spirit, the deportment of a wit- 
ness of truth, in a case where life is concerned 1 You marked 
the manner in which, like the hound whose energies are ani- 
mated by the scent of blood, her zeal seemed to gather strength 
and her fury to swell upon her second examination. Though 
repeatedly pressed by the counsel when first presented, and 
even urged by the honorable court to state the extent of her 
knowledge, after five times solemnly declaring that she had 
told all she knew, she comes a second time before you to eke 
out her story with the miserable slireds and patches which 
her memory, excited by the image of the old woman who was 
picked up from the road to supply her place, had in the 
meantime conjured up. She volunteers in the cause of blood ; 
she is willing to tell all she knows ; I fear she is even willing 
to tell more than she knows. She now vamps up a story 
that Chapman, poor man, was actually compelled by the 
defendant to make his own bed, under the penalty of re- 
ceiving a scolding, and going without his bi'eakfast. Yet 
after all, it turns out that the substance of this ridiculous 
charge is confined to Chapman’s helping his daughter to turn 
over a bed which was too heavy for the little girl to manage. 
She is now also able to call to mind a scene which took place 
during the defendant’s absence at Philadelphia. This argus- 
eyed sentinel of her master’s honor, ever “busy and insin- 
uating,’’ whispers into the ear of the distracted husband the 
surmise that his wife had eloped with the Spaniard and gone 
to Mexico. She has had the kindness, however, to impart to 
us the ground of her suspicion. She tells us that one day, 
which from her own dates must have been shortly after Mina 
came to the house, Mrs. C., while at work in her chamber, in- 
troduced the subject, telling the witness that Ttfina was a 
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dear young man, and that they were going to Mexico together. 
Now I put it to you, as men of common sense, whether it is 
possible to believe the defendant so utterly destitute of reason 
as to call her own maid sem’ant, whose disposition towards 
herself and Mina she was well acquainted with, and make 
her the confidant of a deliberate scheme to run away from 
her husband and her children M'ith a stranger whom die 
yet hardly knew. 

Thus much for Ellen Shaw. It will remain for you in the 
exercise of that discretion, with which the low has peculiarly 
invested you, to say to what degree of credit testimony dis- 
figured by such palpable prejudice and undisguised ill feel- 
ing towards the defendant, may be entitled. 

I pass by, as entirely unworthy your attention, the little 
breaks in the harmony of the defendant’s marriage life, which 
have been detailed and magnified by this and other wit- 
nes.sc8. There is enough of serious matter in this inten^sting 
cause to occupy your time and attention, without detaining 
you with trifles like these. A eloiul will sometimes final over 
the serenest sky. Dome.stic diffi'rcnces will occur in the best 
ordered families; but decency throws a veil over them which 
it is scandalous to remove. Let me, however, once for all, 
make a general observation on this subject, the truth of which 
every man’s experience must have tested. The whole force 
and import, innocent or criminal, of expressions like these 
must depend on the peculiar manner, tone of voice, and cir- 
cumstances under which they are uttered. Here you listen 
to the excited tones of prejudiced witnesses— you receive 
their partial construction, yon view everything through the 
discolored medium of their jaundiced vision. The defendant 
might most innocently have told her husband she wished he 
was gone in such a tone and manner as to be consistent w’ith 
perfect harmony and good nature. She is accused of being 
high tempered. It may be so.' She has no doubt faults, 
which it is not my duty nor my wish to extenuate. There 
is one circumstance, however, in her history which to my mind 
entitles her to considerable indulgence. You will remember 
that from youth upwards she has been occupied in the duties 



292 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


of public instruction. Is it to be wondered at if, during that 
time, she has acquired something of the authoritative tone 
and temper, which seem the natural attendants on a pro- 
fession sulj^ject to a thousand daily irritations and to the 
exercise of which the habit of command is vitally essential t 
One little fact in the cause, which admits of no contradic- 
tion, speaks volumes in the defendant's favor, She lived more 
then twelve months under the same roof with Ellen Shaw. 

Let us pass to the testimony of Mrs. Bache, whose im- 
portance in this prosecution I am really at a loss to conceive. 
She was at Andalusia two days in all, during which time she 
ate three meals in company with the defendant, at one of 
which, wonderful to relate, Mina sat at Mrs. C.’s right hand I 
Where, in the name of common sense, should he have satf 
It is much to be deplored that neither the law nor Mrs. Bache 
has furnished us any rules to guide us on such occasions. 
Whether Mina sat at the head or the foot of the table, at the 
defendant’s right or left hand is, I apprehend, a matter of 
much indifference to the merits of this cause. Table eti- 
quette on a criminal trial ! (Gentlemen, if such trifles as these 
are to be seriously urged on a trial for a man's life, which 
one of us is safe, which one of us can say for a moment that 
ibis life is his ownf But then, too, it appears that Mina, in 
conversation, gave Mr. Chapman a very ill look. That we 
can all very readily conceive, for he is certainly an extremely 
ill-looking personage, and did nothing but give us and you, 
gentlemen, ill looks while he stood at the bar. But I cannot 
understand on what principle of reason or justice the de- 
fendant is to be affected by Mina’s good looks or ill looks, nor 
by the simple circumstance, that observing Mrs. Bache 's ex- 
pression of surprise, she naturally interposed with the ex- 
planation which the witness has related. 

Mrs. Bache goes on to tell you that on the morning she 
arrived at Andalusia, the defendant was shut up in a room 
with Mina, avowedly for the purpose of attending him during 
a flt. Not a little has been said in relation to these flts. Slan- 
der has made a handle of them for the purpose of fabricating 
a foul and most malignant aspersion on the defendant. It 
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lias been insinuated, and even openly urged, that they were 
merely simulated, put on as a pretext for guilty converse and 
association. In the name of Heaven, gentlemen, in the ab- 
sence of all evidence that these fits were thus falsely put on 
for a guilty purpose with the privity and knowledge of the 
defendant, can anything be more scandalous, inhuman or 
unjust, than such an imputation! The kindest benevolence, 
the purest charity of life, that charity which ministers hope 
and consolation to diseased humanity, is thus converted into 
an unnatural agent of the defendant’s destruction. Has the 
merest shadow of evidence been presented to you, that these 
fits were simulated, or that the defendant did not believe them 
•to be genuine, not at all. Yet you are asked to presume, in 
the absence of all proof, first, that they were not real; 
secondly, that the defendant knew them to be false and 
acted on that knowledge. If she believed them to be 
genuine, and acted on that impression, it matters not to 
her cause, what was their real nature. That such was the 
sincere belief of this unfortunate, and in this respect, much 
calumniated woman, is placed b<‘yond the reach of (luestion 
by the evidence of the cause, by the letters which have been 
read to you ; in which she speaks to him of his infirm health, 
and reminds him of her attentions to him during sickness — 
letters, you remember, written after Chapman’s death, when 
concealment, if concealment were even desirable, was no 
longer necessary; letters never intended for your inspection, 
but written in all the secrecy and confidence of the most inti- 
mate communication. 

Gentleman, will anyone but the vampire, that fastens and 
feeds on fallen reputations, say after this that the defendant 
knew those fits to have been feigned, and used them as a 
cloak to criminal association! 

• I shall detain you but a moment with the testimony of 
Ann Bantom, in relation to this portion of the case. She has 
seen Mrs. C^pman and Mina in the back parlor together, 
she has seen them ride out together. Can anything be more 
consistent with her innocence! It is in evidence that she 
was the managing person, the active superintendent of the 
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household, and in the frequent habit of taking with her her 
pupils in those rides, which innocent recreation or the busi- 
ness of the institution required. There is but one other cir- 
cumstance related by this witness to which I shall call your 
attention, from the manner in which it has been magnified 
beyond its natural proportions. On Tuesday afternoon of 
the last week she was there, the witness, the defendant and 
the children were in the parlor where Mina had a fit. On 
his recovering, about dark, Mrs. Chapman requested them to 
retire. How long she remained in the room, five minutes 
or five hours, the witness is unable to say; but on going out 
on the porch, she saw that the window shutters were closed. 
A most extraordinary occurrence, to be sure. Very suspi- 
cious and unaccountable, that windows should be closed about 
dark! Gentlemen, is it not cruel that such ridiculous trifies 
should be seriously urged on a trial for life and death ? The 
state of Chapman’s feelings during the three days’ absence 
of the defendant in Philadelphia, has been brought in judg- 
ment again her. You have been presented with a melan- 
choly picture of a distracted husband, frantic with the injury 
afflicted on him by one whom he had fostered as a son. For 
a particular description of this heartrending scene, we are 
indebted to no less a personage than Edwin B. Fanning, the 
mysterious peddler, whom fame had blown into a porten- 
tious magnitude, wholly undeserved. Certainly a grosser im- 
position never was palmed on public curiosity; the moun- 
tains never labored with a more contemptible offspring. His 
importance vanished before the light of investigation, as some 
“extravagant and erring spirit” before the summons of the 
dawn. Some little good, however, he unintentionally did 
to the defendant, by adding another contradiction to the tes- 
timony of Ellen Shaw. She told you that the defendant and 
Mina went to Philadelphia, unaccompanied by any other per- 
son. Fanning says they were attended by her son William. 
On the evening of the second day of their absence he tells 
you that Chapman became uneasy, and he would have you 
believe that the wretched husband made him, stranger as he 
was, the depository of his griefs and the guardian of his 
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wounded honor; that he unburdened to him his afflicted soul, 
told him that Mina was an imposter, hinted his suspicions 
of his wife’s fidelity, and even threatened instant vengeance 
on the treacherous Spaniard. Yet all this furious gathering 
of the storm bursts in a shower of gentle sympathy for the 
man whom he had just branded as an impostor, and whom he 
had sworn to kill. In the language of the witness himself, 
“he mourns with the mourner/' he expresses no displeasure 
at the author of his shame, he attempts to comfort the dis- 
turber of his peace, the spoiler of his dearest joys — his sacred 
honor. After this, he gives the order on Mr. Watkinson ; after 
this, he gives the order on Mr. Fassitt. Gentlemen, the con- 
duct of Mr. diapiiLin is irreconcilable, unaccountable and 
absurd. If liis feelings are to be invokc^d on this occasion 
against tlie d('feiidant, liis state of feelings afterwards neu- 
tralizes his state of f(*elings before. His affc*ctions siibst*- 
<|uently displayed towards Mina is irrecoiicilable with his 
vengeance previously expressed — is a waiver of all suspicions 
which the busy Ellen had infused into his mind against the 
defendant and luT conduct. 

On the Kith of June, Mina purchases the poison at Dur- 
aiid's, and this is the damning fact which Mr. Heed told you 
threw a dark and lurid shade upon the prisoner’s case. How 
does it affect the prisoner’s case? How is the defendant in the 
slightest manner connected with that act— <*ither by jirior 
command or posterior consent? It is not even in jiroof tliat 
.sin* accompanied IVIina to Philadelphia on that day. The in- 
g(*nuity of my learned friend has been sorely tax(*d to fern-t 
out a connection between the defendant and the poison. If 
I understand him rightly, he dcM*s not allege it to have been 
purchased with her previous knowledge or coihsent. He sup- 
poses her all ripe and ready for the deed, and only balancing 
to take another look at the golden lure. Mina accordingly 
forges the letter from the Mexican (^msiil, and is suppos(*d 
to come in bearing the poison in one hand, and Mr. Cuesta’s 
letter as fresh credentials of his character in the other. Mrs. 
('hapman, till then, wavering and uncertain, is unable to 
resist this new testimonial of her seducer’s wealth and grand- 
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eur, and plunges headlong on the bait. Gentlemen, the the- 
ory may do credit to my friend’s ingenuity, but it has not 
the slightest foundation except in his imagination. The pros- 
ecution.has not in this instance even the diadow of a shade 
of evidence to support it. To such forced and strange pre- 
sumptions^to such ridiculous and unnatural hypotheses, are 
they compelled to resort in order to take away the life of 
this defendant. 

On Friday, the 17th of June, Chapman, after supping 
heartily on highly deleterious food, was taken violently ill; 
and this brings us to the second great point of our present 
inquiry, the conduct and deportment of the defendant during 
her husband’s illness. The allegations of the prosecution would 
lead you to believe that she had treated her husband on his 
bed of sickness with the most barbarous inhumanity — had 
permitted no one to visit him, and ministered not even the 
relief which Christian charity would have dictated, much 
less the tender attentions of a wife. What is the evidence to 
support so serious a charge t It is in evidence that on Sat- 
urday she was prevented sending for her family physician 
by her husband, who thought very naturally that the doctor 
would only give him medicines, and having, as you have 
been told, “some medical ideas of his own,’’ he prescribed 
for himself some cholera morbus drops, which he kept about 
the house. On the following day the defendant sent before 
breakfast for Dr. Phillips, who soon arrived ; and finding his 
patient indisposed, with a slight attack of cholera morbus, 
prescribed some gentle medicines — and let it not be forgot- 
ten, chicken soup was among the prescriptions. 

The tragedy now approches its consummation. The mo- 
tives which for two months have been secretly operating, have 
reached their full blown maturity, and are now developed 
in as dark and horrible a deed as the sun e’er rose upon. On 
the 20th of June, if this indictment tell the truth, the de- 
fendant administered deadly poison to her husband, through 
the medium of chicken soup. Let us look at the evidence. 

On the morning of that day, the defendant, who has been 
accused of refusing to administer the physician’s prescrip- 
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tions, makes the soup which Dr. Phillips had prescribed. It 
certainly cannot be made a matter of objection that she as- 
sumed the duties of the cook, who was sick, and made the 
soup herself. Take Ann Bantom’s account of the transac- 
tion, and see in what a maze of absurdity the charge is in- 
volved. According to her statement, Mrs. C. takes the soup 
in a bowl to the parlor fur the alleged purpose of seasoning 
it. The witness follows her into the parlor, for the purpose 
of procuring something, she knows not what, from the closet, 
and having obtained her object, immediately leaves the room. 
And this is the w'hole extent of her knowledge as to the soup, 
till it is brought down into the kitchen near dinner time. She 
did not see the defendant put anything into the soup while 
in the parlor. She does not even know how, or by whom, 
it was carried up to Mr. C. But she saw Mina in the parlor 
with the defendant when the soup was taken up, doing noth- 
ing, to be sure; but still he was there, and suspicion asked 
no more. From the simple circumstances of the defendant’s 
going into the parlor where Mina happened to be, is hatched 
all this story about poisoned soup, which is set forth in this 
indictment. You are asked to presume, without any evi- 
dence, first, that there was poison in the soup; secondly, that 
it was put there by the defendant while in the parlor, A 
more ridiculous and unfounded story never was attempted 
to be imposc'd on the credulity of twelve rational beings. 
But why need T remark on the absurdity of the charge T Only 
carry it a little farther, it crumbles to pieces in its own 
weakness. If the defendant was really guilty of having, in 
the language of the indictment, “mixed and mingled certain 
deadly poison, called arsenic,” in this soup, was anything 
in the world more easy than to have thrown the remainder 
out of the window or disposed of it in a way that would 
never come to light f But no. She brings it downstairs. 
Does she request Ann Bantom not to give it to the children 
or the domestic animals, or even to throw it away at all f No. 
she places a bowl of poisoned soup, open and unoovered, on 
the dinner table of a common kitchen, to which her diildren 
had constant access— next to the very room in which those 
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children sat. What ! was it not enough that she had destroyed 
the father — must she destroy her own offspring, too— her 
servants — allt Not content to sap the parent trunk, will she 
involve these fair scions in one wide-sweeping act of de- 
struction Y Believe it who cant It has no parallel in crime 
— ^liistory is mute of such iniquity — ^the remorseless hyena 
cherishes its offspring — and nature breathes into the most 
abandoned heart some feelings of parental love. 

Struck with the monstrous absurdity of the story, my 
learned friend has again endeavored to supply it from the 
copious resources of his fertile ingenuity. He supposes, with- 
out a single particle of evidence to support the supposition, 
that the defendant took part of the soup from the bowl, 
mixed the poison with it, administered it to her husband, 
and then brought the remainder to the kitchen. Merciful 
heaven! Shall there be no limit to supposition — ^no bounds 
to conjecture? Better give up at once this useless mummery 
of a trial, and let fall the axe without torturing the victim. 
To hear such matters gi*avely urged on a trial for a man’s 
life does indeed carry back the recollection to the tribunals 
of Venice and the days of English state prosecutions, when 
accusation and conviction were the same — ^when courts were 
sufficiently corrupt, and juries sufficiently venal, to catch 
at an apology for conviction. Those days are passed — ^but 
they live in history, an awful beacon for posterity. 

Gentlemen, I fear I am only wearying you by insisting 
on matters of such simple demonstration. One word more and 
I have done with the soup. Let us admit the learned gen- 
tleman’s supposition. There was no poison in the soup on 
the table. Ann Bantom threw that soup into the yard — 
how, then, did this harmless soup make such terrible havoc 
among the neighbor’s poultry? 

So much for this absurd and ridiculous story about the 
soup. Let us now examine Ann Bantom ’s account of the 
chicken. She tells you it was taken up to Mr. Chapman in 
the afternoon, brought down entirely, or almost entirely un- 
touched into the kitchen, where it remained, till this eco- 
nomical domestic of her own accord threw it about dusk into 
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the yard. She eannot say whether it was left covered up in 
the pot when the soup was taken out, by w*hom it was taken 
out of the vessel or carried upstairs to Mr. ("hapman ; whether 
it was whole or in pieces; how long a time elapscHl after it 
was taken up till it was brought down, Neither did she par- 
ticularly notice whether, how much, or any of the chicken 
was eaten. You will not wonder at the imperfect knowleilgi* 
and indistinct n^collection of the witness when you reflect 
that the shed, not the kitchen, was the scene of her labors 
on that day. I ask, is this account satisfactory to your minds? 
Is it a usual thing? Does it fall within the range of ordi- 
nary observation and experience, that in a moderate ujiil 
thrifty household a whole chicken should bi* thrown, um*ateii, 
out of doors? Contrast this relation thus hhirnMl with kukj)!- 
cion and stamped with improbability with the simple, straight- 
forward, probable narrative of Lucretia Chapman. It is true 
she is the daughter of the defendant, and could not, there- 
fore, escape the stioke which is leveled for the destruction 
of her mothei*. She is not to be believed because the blood 
of the prisoner courses through her veins. The sins of the 
parent are to be visited upon her innocent offspring, fleii- 
tlernen, T confess there was something in the open, artless, 
juvenile simplicity of that interesting little girl which car- 
ried to my mind resistless eonviction of her truth. Could 
anyone listen to the serious and touching manner in whieh. 
with an apprehension almost heyond her years, she express<*d 
her sense of the solemn obligation that was to pass her lips, 
and think that she was about to blast the morning of so fair a 
life with a wilful and deliberate perjury? Her relation, too, 
carries with it intrinsic evidence of tnith ; it is natural and 
reasonable; it is supported by all the probabilities of the 
case. She speaks with positive aud pointed certainty of facts 
which came within her own observation, and which must 
have made a vivid impression bn her memoiy. She was 
present in the chamber of her father when the soup and 
chicken were brought up together. “Pa ate a few spoonfuls 
of the soup, but he ate very hearty of the chicken, “ are the 
little girl’s expressions. The chicken was a small one; and 
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the remainder left, after this hearty meal, conaiating of part 
of the back, the neck and the wing, were brought down by 
her and placed on the kitchen table. Theae are the pieces 
which w;pre thrown into the yard, and which *Ann Bantom 
calls a whole chicken. I think, gentlemen, that you must 
long since have been satisfied that the whole story of the 
chicken soup as related in the indictment is one mass of ab- 
surdities. Every attempt to fix the defendant with any spe- 
cific administration of poison has entirely failed. It is only 
by vague inferences, draim from her conduct, that the charge 
is attempted to be established. Let us return to an examina- 
tion of that conduct during the period of her husband’s ill- 
ness. It has been repeatedly represented by the eloquent 
counsel for the prosecution, as unbecoming a wife, unnat- 
ural and unchristian. She has been accused of refusing to 
send for a neighboring physician, on Monday evening, in 
spite of all the urgent solicitation of the peddler — what was 
the reason? Fanning himself tells you — ^their apprehension 
of giving offense to Dr. Phillips, the family physician. The 
next day, however, a neighboring physician is sent for; and 
the cry now is, why did you not send for the family physi- 
cian? The truth is, the family physician was sent for on 
Tuesday. Dr. Phillips received a regular application on that 
day, though he is ignorant of the source through which it 
came. Dr. Knight, who was called in on Tuesday afternoon, 
visited Mr. Chapman as often as the character of his disease 
required. On Wednesday, Dr. Phillips arrived, and a con- 
sultation of two physicians is held. Will it be said, after 
this, that there was any want of medical attendance? But 
this is not all. It was surmised, and even openly alleged, that 
the defendant refused to administer the physician’s prescrip- 
tions, and thus cut off every avenue to hope. Where is the 
evidence of such extreme inhumanity? Dr. Knight knows of 
no refusal or neglect to administer the drugs prescribed. One 
thing is certain, that medicines were bought at Ifr. Vande- 
grift’s store. Was ever a defendant on a capital trial sur- 
rounded and beset with such extraordinary zeal? Her sit- 
uation IS one of unexampled harddiip. When she does gpve 
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medicine, she is accused of mingling with it poison— -when 
she does not give medicine, she is charged with barbarity 
and neglect. Act as she will, it is equally decisive of her 
guilt. Was there any want of personal attendance on the 
part of the defendant? Remember her forlorn situation— 
her servant sick — ^five children to take care of— compelled to 
assume the offices of cook, maid and nurse. 

On Monday, Fanning came to the house after dark, and 
remained with the sick man till 10 or 11 o’clock. During that 
time the defendant was twice in the room. She expresses 
her gratitude to Fanning for his kind attention to her hus> 
band, and relieves him from the necessity of remaining there 
during the night, as she herself would resume her watch 
around his bedside. And yet this is what Mr. Ross called 
turning Chapman’s friend out of the room! Dr. Knight, 
on arriving, found h(‘r in the chamber of his patient. Dr. 
Phillips has borne honorable testimonials to her wife-like 
deportment. He witnessed no want of tenderness — in his 
own words, “there was nothing in his last moments unbe- 
coming a w’ife on her part.” When exhausted nature de- 
manded an hour of repose, she leaves word to call her if 
she should be wanted. And yet it is said that Mr. Chapman, 
dying, has no one to take care of him! No one to take care 
of him? Why, it is in evidence that, besides his two daugh- 
ters, who alternately waited upon their fathei^— i^ven the 
neighbors were enlisted. Mr. Bishop was there; Miss Kem- 
ble was there ; Mr. Boutcher was there. No, gentlemen, Mrs. 
Chapman’s conduct during her husband’s illness, was kind, 
tender, attentive, beseeming a wife and a Christian mother 
towards the father of her children. 

Chapman is dead. He descends into the tomb, and nature 
vegetates and blooms over the victim of a foul and unnat- 
ural murder— attention slumbers; not a whisper of suspicion 
is heard. So deeply buried in the shades of aecre<!y has been 
the commission of this crime. It is to accident, says Mr. 
Reed, the accident of an intercepted letter, that justice is 
indebted for the clue of this labyrinth of iniquity. I widi, 
mneerely, that it had come through a purer channql than a 
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violation of the sanctily of the public mail. Attention and 
curiosity thus excited, found enough in the conduct of my 
dient, rash and indiscreet as 1 admit it to have been, to lay a 
foundation for the charge you are now trying. The current 
of public opinion, whose behests she had put at defiance, set 
strongly against her, and every day added new force to the 
stream of prejudice, till' it swelled into the torrent that threat- 
ened to sweep our judgments before it. 

We have now viewed the defendant’s conduct from Mina’s 
arrival till Chapman’s death. Let Tis now trace it after that 
event, still applying the presumption of innocence, and see 
if it will not harmonize with that presumption. Chapman 
died on the 23rd of June, and was interred in the afternoon 
of the following day. Was the funeral hurried; the body 
concealed ; any guilty uneasiness displayed by the defendant t 
Not at all. She reposes the melancholy ofiBce of her husband’s 
burial in the care of Mr. Boutehei' — ^mentions the names of 
some few friends in particular whom she wished invited; 
and requests him to do all that was necessary and proper 
in the usual manner. 

On the afternoon of the funeral, Mrs. Ilitchborn called to 
offer her consolations, and the conduct of the defendant dur- 
ing that interview has been made the subject of remark. Mrs. 
Hitchborn introduced the conversation by inquiring the cir- 
cumstances of Mr. Chapman’s illness and death, which the 
defendant, thus interrogated, very naturally and innocently 
related. There is nothing, therefore, in that. But then it 
seems that she requested Dr. Ehight to prescribe for Lino’s 
convulsion fits; and everything that she does or says in any 
Tn^TiTiftr connected with him is construed to her disadvan- 
tage. 

What does the request prove t Nothing more than what I 
am disposed to admit — ^that she felt concern and interest in 
Mina’s welfare. One thing, however, it does prove, it vindi- 
cates most triumphantly the defendant from one of the foul 
aspendons that have been thrown on her. If indeed she knew 
these fits to have been feigned as a pretext for illicit associa- 
tion, why should she at this period request Dr. Knight’s pro- 
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fessional assistance? Xo jealous husband remained to watch 
over her movements. There was now no obstacle to the un* 
bridled enjoyment of her will. 

On the followinf; day, Mrs. Smith arrives at Andahuia, 
and the defendant makes her appearance in a white turban, 
which, to some fastidious judgments, perhaps to Mrs. Smith’s, 
may have S(H*med highly indecorous and unbecoming, but 
which is really too trifling a matter to deserve your notice. 
The defendant, however, did not exhibit all that appearance 
of external sorrow which Mrs. Smith and Fanning, who re- 
turned to this den of murder on the following Sunday, 8i*em 
to have expected. Believe me, gentlemen, this is not the 
livery and the deportment of guilt. That would have exhib- 
ited itself in a flood of tears — very tempest of lamentation. 
Had she displayed such grief, we should now lx* told it was 
all a solemn farce. No matter what may be the conduct 
she pursues, she is marked and devoted a victim for tle- 
struction. 

The course of events carries us onward to a fruitful theme 
for acciising elo(|uenee — the marriage of the defendant with 
Mina — the price of a husband's blood — the wages of guilt 
ns it has been called — an act which more* than any other has 
drawn upon her the odium and censure of the world. Well 
may she exclaim : 

“Some sullen Influence, a foe to both, 

Hath wrought this fatal marriage, to undo us.” 

The world saw only the act, the indecent and revolting 
haste, without any of the alleviating motives. It was tiot to 
be expected that such a violation of those decorous obser- 
vances which have their origin in nature, and which custom 
has elevated into inexorable laws, should escape the heavy 
lash of public censure. Far be it from me to derogate from 
these established usages of life. I know that they tend to 
soften and to humanize mankind — ^that they brighten while 
they strengthen, the chain which holds society together. I 
do not know, gentlemen, that my duty on the present oc.ea- 
sion, requires me to vindicate my client's character for del- 
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icate refinement and scrupulous regard for the decorums of 
life. If she -has violated them, she is amenable not here, but 
at the bar of public opinion. She is not now on her trial for 
venial indecorum, but for crime, unnatural and hideous 
crime. But let me ask, are Ibere no palliatives for her con- 
duct! I feel that there are — strong and saving palliatives, 
and I appeal to you as parents, as men endowed with the 
ordinary feelings of human nature, whether this act, now 
branded with the name. of treason, may not have had its 
source in the purest and most innocent of motives. Left 
upon the wide theater of the world, with a family of tender 
offspring looking to her maternal hand for protection and 
support, was she not bound by the most sacred ties of duty 
and affection, to embrace every honorable means of advancing 
their interest, and promoting their happiness! Ton will an- 
swer, Yes. And could this object be more effectually accom- 
plished than by her union with one whom this infatuated 
woman yet believed to be all that he had represented — ^the 
rich — the noble — ^the grateful friend of her late husband — 
the object of his affectionate regard and confidence — ^to whom, 
in his last hour, he had delegated the sacred charge of pro- 
tecting and defending her. Her belief that she was imme- 
diately to remove to another country, the inducement to the 
haste which the marriage was solemnized, is clearly mani- 
fested by her bringing her sister’s family from New York, to 
take up their residence at Andalusia. I leave it then to your 
charitable candor whether this marriage is not to be ac- 
counted for on the most innocent and justifiable of motives 
—whether it is not consistent with that presumption of inno- 
cence which the law, in its humanity, requires you to make. 

From Albany, on the 5th of July, she dictates the first of 
those letters, which the learned counsel, whose policy it is to 
stigmatize with depravity and guilt every part of the 
defendant’s conduct, has made the subject of such serious 
an i madversion. I confess, to me, who am totally inexperi- 
enced in matters of this sort, they appear exceedingly silly 
and foolish^— nonsense, as she herself calls them, never in- 
tended for the eye of criticism — but entirdy unworthy of 
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the vast importance that haa been attached to them. ''Paa- 
aion guided the pen, ” it ia aaid. One thing muat have atruck 
you forcibly atamped upon every page of thia correapondenee. 
If they breathe passion for Mina, they also breathe a pas- 
sionate affection for her children, which the murderess of 
their father cannot, by any rule of human action, be con- 
ceived to have entertained. She speaks of her “dear sister,” 
“her very kind nephew,” in the same exaggerated tone of 
feeling. Remember to whom these letters were addressed — 
to a young man of a nation whose characteristic is warmth, 
and whose language is tinctured with oriental hyperbole, to 
a man, in short, whom she had married, and upon whom she 
leaned for her support, whose kindness and affection, so es- 
sential to her happiness, the cold language of distant esteem 
might have seemed to her little calculated to elicit. 

The defendant returns from New York W’ith her sis- 
ter, to whom, with a kindness that does honor to her heart, 
she had offered a nwidence at Andalusia. On their arrival, 
they find Mina already playing the lord of his nc>wly ac- 
quired dominion, feasting his august friends, the Mexican 
Minister and his secretary, dividing the spoils among them, 
and commencing his depredations on the defendant’s prop- 
erty. Her confidence in him is yet unshaken. He goes to 
Philadelphia with her carriage and horses, and some other 
articles belonging to her, with the avowed pnriiose of visit- 
ing his friend Casanova, but in reality to stMik new victims, 
and to find a wider theater for his comprehensive genius. 
On arriving at Philadelphia, he is informed of the decease 
of his friend, who seems to have acted through these trans- 
actions as a sort of convenient stalking horse for his schemes, 
who has displayed his friendship by bequeathing him $45,000, 
and manifested his confidence by entrusting him with the 
administration . of his will. He is therefore under the neces- 
sity of proceeding, forthwith, to Baltimore, but W’hat is his 
dismay, when he finds on arriving that the laws of the country 
prevent his obtaining possession of the bounty of his friend. 
Thus disappointed, this Prince of Impostors fiie^ for redress 
to the Executive of the nation, and pays three visits to the 
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President of the United States, in the hope of obtaining his 
assistance. 

During the period occupied by these brilliant falsehoods, 
occurred the extraordinary correspondence which has been 
laid before you, and which my learned friend considers, of 
course, as another link in the long chain of the prisoner’s 
guilt. To my mind, it is but a fresh development of the powers 
of deception, and seductive arts of this modem Proteus. 
It only exhibits additional proofs of the unsuspecting con- 
fidence and melancholy infatuation of my client. You have 
been told that his letters are bombast, and not intended to 
impose on the defendant. That they did impose upon her, 
no man in his senses can hesitate for a moment to believe. 
Her letters prove it beyond the possibility of a doubt. Could 
anyone hear those letters read, without shuddering to think 
how this wily serpent had coiled and fastened himself around 
the defendant? There was one string he never failed to 
touch, for he knew how powerfully it vibrated in a mother’s 
heart. Her children — ^unceasing love for them — gratitude 
and affection for her — ^these are the passions breathed through- 
out his letters, ridiculous and bombastic as Mr. Reed very 
justly considers them. There is one, however, and the last 
of these letters, which claims a more particular attention, 
from the great importance that has been attached to it 
throiighout this cause — and the manner in which it was 
pressed upon your consideration by the gentleman who pre- 
ceded me. It is her letter to Mina of the 31st of July — ^the 
dark and mysterious letter, which first opened the scent for 
the ministers of justice. You are told with an air of em- 
phasis- of great significance and wisdom, that there is more 
in that letter than meets the view. Ilieg you to examine it with 
a searching, even a suspicious eye — ^put all its parts toegther, 
constinie them with reference to the history of these trans- 
actions, as developed in the evidence, and then tell me as can- 
did and honorable men, whether this letter be not the veriest 
bugbear of this prosecution, Fanning always excepted. If 
passion dictated the others, a keen sense of irremediable 
injury guided the pen in this. She began to tremble at the 
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situation' in which she was placed. She had been to the Con- 
sul’s, and discovered the falsehood of Mina’s statements. 
She had been at Mr. Watkinson’s, and there it was first hinted 
to her that he was an impdstor. She had found upon her 
mantelpiece the proofs of his infidelity. It flashed across her 
mind that he intended to desert her — ^that he hod married but 
to plunder her — and, having^ accomplished his treacherous 
and unmanly obj(‘et, had left her to a second widowhood. 
To fill the cup of bitterness to overflowing, the man for whom 
she had saerifieed decency and braved public opinion, was 
then, perhaps, in the embraces of a “female friend/’ rioting 
in pleasure and in wealth, while she. destitute and abandoned, 
saw only misery and death in life’s dismal perspective. Un- 
der the influence of these feelings, she wrote this letter now 
construed as the confession of a stricken conscience. 

After dwelling in the agony of deep despair on her own 
loneliness and destitution — after recapitulating the wrongs 
she had rweived, and in a tone of the bitterest irony, w^ishing 
him to he happy, she breaks into the reflection, that Clod would 
permit neither to be happy on this side of th(» grave. She 
looks beyond the grave for the only refuge from the misery 
to which the Fates seemed to have doomed her tcunporal ex- 
istence. 

Well might she say she never could be happy. She may, 
as she has done, night after night, in the lonely cell of which 
she is yet the tenant, “wash her couch with tears.” Life 
pre.s^mts to her but a barren and a blasted heath. The rec- 
ollections of how miserably she has been duped, the infamy 
of this public cxpo.sure, tin* mildew on a once unspotted rep- 
utation — these w-ill tonnent her pillow to the latest hour. 
Her root is earthed. She clings to life by those little tendrils 
that twine around a mother’s heart, wdth force divine and 
irresistible. 

Mr. Reed, construing thi.s sentence, detached from the 
rest of the letter, as an expre.ssion of remorse, tells you that 
remorse can be referred to no othc^r crime than that for 
which the defendant is indicted. Though T am far from 
making the application, I cannot withhold my abhorence of 
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80 sanguinary a doctrine. He tdls you that the person who 
commits one crime may commit another — ^that there must 
be nothing criminal to enable yon to acquit. Oentlemen, is 
there no inry heret 'What! will yon, like tiie Legislator of 
Greece, break down all the boundaries of crime, and wash 
out all offenses with blood t Justice, Reason, Humanity, for- 
bid it Apply the doctrine to yourselves,^ and think of the 
fearful account you must one day render if this be the rule 
by which Omnipotence shall regulate its dread decisions. 

But we have not done with mystery. There remains yet 
another dark and mysterious transaction which my learned 
friend can only fathom on the supposition of the prisoner’s 
guilt Mina returns from! his brilliant campaign at the 
South. He comes into the room where the defendant and her 
sister were sitting. Prompted by a sense of the injuries he 
had inflicted upon her, Mrs. Chapman commands him from 
her presence, and after stating her dissatisfaction at his con- 
duct, expresses a wish for an immediate separation. Mina 
requests a private interview with her, and she returns to the 
room apparently reconciled to the man whom she had just 
denounced. 

Suspicion at once takes the alarm. How, it is said, can 
this be accounted for, but by that close community of crime 
which chained her hand and foot to the caprices of his tyrant 
willT What passed at that interview, guilty or innocent, 
neither yon nor I can undertake to say. What may you not 
believe that this master of deception, on whose tongue hang 
plausibility and deceit, told her a tale which soothed her 
suspicion, and restored her shaken confidence? Think you 
that if there had been anything in that interview that merited 
suspicion, the defendant would have been thus frank and 
unreserved in her communication to Mrs. Smith? 

The spell that seemed to have enchained the judgment of 
my infatuated client was soon afterwards dissolved. Towards 
the dose of August, Mr. Mcllvain, accompanied by Mr. Bee- 
side and Mr. Blaney, a high constable of Philadelphia, vis- 
ited the defendant with the professed object of obtaining 
further infonnatkm on the subject of Mina’s impostures. 
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A private interview was reciuested and obtained in which 
Mina’s frauds and villainies were the theme of cmiversa* 
tion. Mr. Mcllvaine told her that he had in his possession 
satisfactory evidence that he was a swindler and an im- 
postor, and applied to her for information on the subject. 
She replied she could not believe him to be an im- 
postor, and on being asked whether he had not plundered 
her property to a considerable extent, promptly answered, 
No. Both these answers, it is said, were false. She knew 
him to be an impostor, and she knew that he had injured 
her property. And in proof of this assertion her letter of 
the Slst of July has been referred to. I took occasion, when 
I had the honor of addressing you before, to say that the 
defendant had some claim to a reputation for truth, and that 
claim I think is not forfeited in the present instance. Mina 
had returned to Andalusia since the date of that letter, and 
the smooth-tongued' villain had. with his usual plausibility, 
effaced the suspicions which that letter exhibits. It is in evi- 
dence that she was not ac(|uainted with the real fate of her 
carriage and horses, till a period some time subsequent. The 
manner in which he, explained the circumstance of the bill 
at the United States Hotel is also in evidence. But were it 
otherwise, let me ask you as hiisbands, and some, if not all 
of you su-stain that relation, does the defendant’s conduct 
merit any very serious re[>rehpn8ion f A wife is asked if 
the person to whom she has pledgi^d the most solemn vow 
is an impostor, a robber and a plunderer. Is there any prin- 
ciple of ethics, any rule of positive law, which I’Cijuires her 
to do such monstrous violence to nature — to tear asunder the 
sacred bond of union — ^to come forward as the chief witness 
to sustain a charge of larceny and fraud against her hus- 
band f I think not. If there were, it would be most unnat- 
ural and not to be desired, for it is that proud and romantic 
loyalty of feeling which, in all the vicissitudets of life’s shift- 
ing scene, in disease, in iniserj-, yes, even in disgrace, and 
the world’s worst contumely, rail ms round, cherishes and 
upholds the object of its allegiance, which is the brightest 
jewel in the character of woihaii. 
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But the conversation does not end here ; and as the learned 
witness proceeds to conununieate his impression that Chap- 
man had died bj poison, and that Mina had administered 
that poison, a marked effect is produced upon her coun- 
tenance. He pushes the inquiry home, and asked her if 
nothing had occurred to excite in her mind a similar sus- 
picion. A livid paleness spreads itself over her features; 
her bosom heaves convulsively. There is a fearful pause. 
Nature seems about to give way beneath the struggle. She 
recovers after a desperate effort, and replies — ^No, she did 
not think he could do a thing so diabolical. You have been 
told that this was not the exact emotion she ought to have 
displayed — ^that it was fear — ^the fear of guilty knowledge, 
not the surprise which the question ought to have elicited. 
Gentlemen, I am little accustomed to read the changes of the 
human countenance, nor do I profess to measure with nicety 
the shades of its expressions. But to my simple and un- 
tutored apprehension all this appears perfectly consistent 
with her innocence, and just what in her situation was nat- 
urally to have been expected. Mr. Mcllvaine told you at 
the close of his testimony that he was then ignorant of her 
marriage to Mina. This circumstance is the key to what he 
considered her unsatisfactory demeanor on that occasion. 
You are bound to presume the defendant’s innocence. Now 
imagine, if you can, the thoughts that must have crowded on 
the mind of an innocent woman married to the accused mur- 
derer of a once loved husband. When she was told that 
her deceased husband, instead of passing honorably to the 
grave, had probably perished by poison, that poison admin- 
istered by one whom he had taken under his roof and cher- 
ished as a son — ^that she had married the parricide, under 
circumstances so capable of being misinterpreted, there was 
in that bosom a complication of emotions — an accumulation 
of horrors too great for human nature to support. The in- 
telligence came like the lightning from the cloud, the ava- 
lanche from the mountain top, sudden and overwhelming. 
Surprise was there, but surprise soon yielded to dismay. 
There was a nation of antiquity that had no penal sanctions 
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for the crime of parricide. It was deemed an act wliich only 
demons could commit. The feeling that influenced that na* 
tion dictated the answer of the defendant. Let me, how- 
ever, caution you against the fatal danger of relying on the 
expressions of the human features as an evidence of guilt. 
They vaiy with different individuals, with the fancy or the 
experience of the observer. Suspicion is ever apt to miscon- 
strue and distort them. A thousand circumstances may alter 
or affect them. Will anyone of you undertake to distinguish, 
as Mr. Clemson did of the fumes of arsenic, the shadow of a 
shade of an expression of the human countenance? Will 
anyone of you undertake to say where innocence stops and 
guilt begins? Where is the line and compass for such an 
examination? Away, then, with such shadowy presumptions 
where life is the great stake at issue! Tlie utter fallacy of 
all conclusions bam'd on a foundation so unsubstantial is 
demonstrated by awful examples which blot tia* f>agi>s of 
our criminal jurisprudence and speak an impressive warning 
to you now. It is iinpomible to read of these human sacri- 
fices without an inward horror. I trust in (lod, gentlemen, 
this case will not add another to the melancholy catalogue. 

On the 10th of September the defendant culls, by the ad- 
vice of Mr. Camplndl, to inform the Recorder of the extent 
of Mina’s injuries and impositions. She has received an- 
oth(‘r evidence of his treachery and <leception in the forged 
draft for a thousand dollars, sent to her from Boston. On 
coming to the city she has learned the fati; of her carriage 
and horses. Light bursts upon her on every side. The de- 
lusion she has so long hugged vanishes before these accumu- 
lated proofs She is now convinced that Mina is an im- 
postor, and that she has be<m the dupe of his artifice. Mr. 
Mcllvainc himself considered a full and unreserved dcvel- 
opnuuit of Mina’s frauds, as the only course that was open 
for her to pursue. That course she did pursue, and yet that 
course is now objected to, as an attempt to elude investiga- 
tion and put the ministers of justice off the track. Her anx- 
iety to be divorced from Mina is viewed as the last effort of 
the sinlrin g mariner, who saves himself by whelming his 



312 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


companion in the deep. Is it not cruel thus to pervert ac- 
tions the most natural and mmplel Was it not naturid that 
she should seek to he released from the clutches of a monster 
that had "brought her to the brink of this frightful precipice f 
It is objected that she sought a divorce from Mina! What! 
this crafty woman, represented as the very abstract of arti- 
fice and cunning, seeks', of her own accord, to throw aside 
the protection of the marriage contract, and render the only 
being on earth who had sny knowledge of the horrid deed a 
witness to destroy hert An act of wilful and deliberate sui- 
cide. Gentlemen, this little fact must go home with resist- 
less force to your minds. It speaks volumes for my client’s 
innocence. 

I take it upon me to say that the whole conduct of the de- 
fendant after her first communication with Mr. McElvaine, 
so far from being criminal, is in every respect that of an 
innocent woman who is awaking from a dream of happiness 
to find herself ruined and undone. It was the agonized state 
of mind which induced her to unbosom hei^lf without re- 
serve to Mrs. Smith. We have seen in the progress of the 
mechanic arts, mirrors in which all objects are magnified in 
a fanciful and distorted manner. My learned friend holds 
such a glass before the actions of the defendant. Befiected 
from the pure and unsullied mirror of truth, they present 
nothing hideous or unnatural. In no part of the case is this 
better illustrated than in the defendant’s visit to Mrs. Hitch- 
born. It is said that she evinced a guilty alarm. Anxiety 
she might naturally have exhibited; but alarm! where is the 
evidence of that! Understanding that Mr. McHvaine, with 
whom she had already had the two interviews just spoken 
of, had been at the house of Mrs. Hitchbom, who wished to 
see her, very naturally supposed it to be in reference to some 
message left for her by that gentleman. The surprise which 
she exhibited on being told that Mina was arrested in Boston, 
on suspicion of having poisoned her husband, and the anx- 
iety with which she inquired if her name was in the public 
prints, exhibit nothing to excite suspicion. The dread of 
public exposure, and the nice sensibility to shame, which 



LUCRETIA CHAPMAN 


313 


dictated the question are honorable feelings, which belong 
not to a wretch so hardened in iniquity as they would now 
represent the defendant to be. 

On the 17th of ^ptembe'r, the defendant again called on 
Mr. Mcllvaine for the purpose of communicating to him the 
grand scheme of imposture which Providence had mercifully 
defeated by Mina’s arrest at Boston. 

On that day her name appeared in a public print at Phil- 
adelphia, with this foul suspicion attached to it. She was 
now publicly held up to the exercation of mankind as the 
chief actor in this bloody drama. She looked around her, but 
not a ray of hope cheered the impending gloom. In the 
whispers of suspicion she heanl the faint murmurs of the 
coming storm; in the agitation that began to heave the 
bosom of the community she felt the trembling that precedes 
the earthquake. The paragraph in the National Oaz(‘tte was 
the first bursting of the tempest that came rolling towards 
her head with destructive fury. Pressed on every side, dis- 
tracted, with none to counsel or to guide her, she fled, and 
“flying, is undone.” This is the consummation of the proof. 
Her own act, it is said, has affixed the seal to her own guilt. 
Pause, I beseech you, gentlemen, before you construe as 
criminal an act that is perfectly consistent with her inno- 
cence. 

It requires no eflfort of research to collect trite aphorisms 
and hackneyed commonplaces about the cowardice of guilt. 
Experience, that best of guides, teaches us, however, that 
“consternation turns the good man pale;” that if the guilty 
tremble, the innocent will sometimes tremble, too. History, 
which has been described as philosophy teaching by exam- 
ple, records illustrious proofs. I might unfold to you its 
instructive page, and point to you bright instances of inno- 
cence quailing, before the fear of popular oppression— of 
lion-hearted men, who have fled before unfounded accusa- 
tion, and have not “stood the test.” 

What shall we say, then, of this defendant f A woman— 
whose sex the milder and the gentler virtues adorn and ehat^ 
aeterize— to whmn the rude exposure of a court room is worse 
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than the worst of deaths — ^who was conscious that by her 
hasty nuirriage she had braved the world, and set at defiance 
its most sacred decorums, and who foresaw the terrible re- 
vulsion ef public sentiment which awaited the disclosure of 
her conduct.' We have seen that the event did not belie the 
anticipation. We have seen prejudice swell itself into a 
deluge — spreading widdr and wider, till its surges even lashed 
these walls. I repeat it, then, in the peculiar and unpar- 
alleled difficulties of this defendant’s situation, her flight is 
perfectly reconcilable with her innocence. 

Such, gentlemen, are the leading circumstances which Mr. 
Beed has told you are sufficient to convict the prisoner at the 
bar. 

That they are extraordinary, I admit — ^perhaps the an- 
nals of justice do not exhibit a parallel ; but that they are 
dark and mysterious, and only to be reconciled with the pris- 
oner’s guilt, I utterly deny. Wretched woman ! she has to 
contend not only with facts, but with the shadows of sus- 
picion and clouds of mystery, which the ingenious prosecutors 
at every step raise around her conduct. Not content with 
that, their humanity would now tear from her the broad 
aegis which innocence presents to the attacks of unjust ac- 
cusation — ^lier good character. Not satisfied with destroying, 
they would now with a savage barbarity, tear the scalp from 
their victim. With a spirit somewhat at least allied to fury, 
they tell you that character is the worst defense — that you 
are not to regard those years of honorable life, which plead 
so powerfully in her behalf. Gentlemen, it sometimes hap- 
pens that character is the only defense, the only refuge left 
for persecuted innocence. In a case of doubt, it is a panoply 
itself And has not the defendant exhibited testimonials of 
her character that might be envied by anyone? The pros- 
ecution exhausted its quiver here Its last and keenest arrow 
was directed at the past life of the defendant. But I trust 
I am not mistaken in the belief that it fell impotent and 
harmless at her feet. For what are the vague insinuations of 
a police officer, whose trade is suspicion, oppoKd to the pos- 
itive and unqualified testimony of the numerous and highly 
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respectable witnesses who have been examined for the de- 
fendant, especially of the revei'end | 2 ^nitlemaii of whose flock 
she w'as a member / With a manly charity that w'ell suitcil 
his profession, he came forwartl without n^serve in the de- 
fendant’s behalf. Inexorable justice compelled him to say 
that she was a regaihir attendant at Oods worship — a com- 
municant at tlie holy table, and sustaimHl in every respect a 
fair and unblemislied reputation. Thai one who has borne 
wdth honor the offices of parent, wife and frieml — whow* hos- 
pitable charity the stranger and the beggar knew, should 
without pa.ssing down the regular steps and gradual di*cliv- 
ities of crime, nerve her arm to th(‘ perpetration of a deed 
at which (h^rions would shudder, is opposed to human experi- 
ence, the saf(‘st groundwork of human judgnuuit. While 
I ask you to I’egard tin* dt‘fendant’s charact»»r as something 
better than tlie worst deftmsc*. 1 do not mean to claim for 
her an ex<*iuption from the frailties of human iiatun*. She 
may have — slie lui doubt has, her sins to answer for — and 
w^hieh of us lias not. Turn the scrutinizing eye of justice 
upon your own bosoms, and let him among you who can 
recall the scenes of his past life, w'ithout the wliisper of an 
accusing conscience, let him cast the first stone. 

•*lIow would you he, 

If lie wliieli is the lup of jiiflgiiieul, 

But judge you as you an\ (>, tliink on tiuil. 

And mercy then will hreathe within your lips 
Like mail new made.” 

Evidence enough to convict! Gentlemen, I say it, and I 
say it boldly, that neither the dignity, nor the Imnor, nor 
the safety of this great Commonwealth nnjuire a coiivietion 
on such evidence as this. My learned friend has elo<|Ucntly 
described the children of the defendant as lifting their im- 
ploring hands to avert the righteous doom of the law. Gen- 
tlemen, your own children lift their imploring hands against 
a conviction, founded on mysteries and i)resitmptions. To 
convict in a capital case, where but a reasonable doubt floats 
across the mind, is to inflict a deep wound on the laws and 
constitution of our country. You are now treading upon 
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holy ground — ^upon the confines of Divine Power. You may 
not tamper with life. Liberty may be restored. Property 
may be the subject of compensation. Character may emerge 
from a temporary eclipse ; but when the spirit that animates 
this frame is once extinguished, who but the mighty Being 
that created, can rekindle itf Bememher that you are now 
about to establish a precedent. May it he one which your 
children will never have cause to regret — one by which you 
yourselves would be judged if, which God forbid, you should 
ever have the misfortune to be involved in what the pros- 
ecutors call mystery and suspicion. Long may you live 
as you have done under the faithful administration of mild 
and temperate laws. Long may you repose in tranquil se- 
curity under the broad and protecting shade of the law — 
imdisturbed by the fear of being compelled to defend your 
lives against forced constructions and unnatural presump- 
tions. 

I stand here upon lofty ground. I do not appeal to your 
sympathies on behalf of the defendant. I do not ask you to 
acquit her on account of those numerous relatives and friends 
who are looking with intense anxiety to your verdict — ^nor 
for the sake of those innocent children whose presence here 
has been so unjustly misinterpreted. No. I ask you to ac- 
quit her because I feel that her conduct is consistent with her 
innocence — ^becauselfeel that throughout these transactions she 
has acted under a miserable delusion — been made the victim 
of a designing impostor, and is now suffering the retribution 
which folly and imprudence never fail to bring upon their 
possessor. 

Gentlemen, I resign the prisoner into your hands, as far 
as my duties on this occasion extend, in the confident antici- 
pation that you will render a verdict of acquittal. In doing 
so, you will obstruct no end of public justice. On the con- 
trary, you will rather advance it, for justice delights not 
in vengeance nor in sanguary exhibitions, but wrapped in 
stem integrity, high above the reach of passion and of preju- 
dice, it never wings its lightnings, till guilt is too obvious for 
hesitation. 
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MB. BROWN, FOB THE PRISONER. 

Mr. Brown’. Laboring as I do, and as you gentlemon of 
the Jury must perceive, under a severe, painful and distress* 
ing indisposition, although permitted to commence my re* 
marks, it is far from In'iiig certain that I shall be enabled 
satisfactorily to conclude them. As respects the advocate, 
this is a matter of indiffertmce, compared with the alUabsorb- 
ing interest of the defendant. However, if fate should de- 
cree this speech to be my last, I do not know that my pro- 
fessional or earthly career, can be more happily or more hon- 
orably terminated than in the just defenst* of an oppressed 
fellow creature — a woman — ^hapless, helpless, friimdless. and 
forlorn. 

This ease is one of no ordinary importance, I may venture 
to say, even in your consideration, and to me it is a subject 
of awful and overwheliiuug interest and responsibility. Your 
position, however, irksome as it may bi', is fur less painful 
than mine, since it is within your power to do whut I can 
only solicit; since you are able to avoid what 1 can only 
deprecate. 

I appear before you, gentlemen of thi'^ Jury, a stranger in 
behalf of a stranger; but 1 rejoict; in the ntfleetion that jus- 
tice knows no distinction, either local or temporal or per- 
sonal ; but is the same at all times, in all places, and to all 
persons. The only distinction that she n^gards is the dis- 
tinction between virtue and vice — between innocence and 
crime; and it is upon justice, as thus understood, that we 
confidently rely. 

If indeed it were necessary that your sympathies should 
be appealed to, what subject more fruitful than that which is 
here exhibited; what more sorry or more solemn perspective 
tVum that by which we are now surrounded and appalled f 
An individual who has run more than half the race allotted 
to mankind, stands here accused of the highest offense known 
to the laws of the land ; that individual a female, with whose 
character we are ever accustomed to associate all that is lovely 
in tender n e ss, affection and fidelity. That female a wife! 
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charged with the deliberate murder of the husband of her 
affections — ^the partner of her bosom. That wife a mother! 
stigmatized and denounced as the fell destroyer of the father 
of herdnfant children. 

There can, I say, be nothing in reality or fancy, to add 
poignancy to the accumulated and unparalleled afflictions 
of such an occasion. Did I say nothing? Alas, gentlemen of 
the jury, there is still one stop further ere the soul is “supp’d 
full of horrors’’ — ^thc conviction of the defendant. Let us 
pause and maturely meditate ere that awful step shall be 
taken— ere we deprive a fellow creature of that life which 
we cannot give, and which when once taken, we never, never 
can restore. Such a conviction completes — consummates — 
all that can be conceived of anguish on this side of the grave ; 
and therefore should it be founded upon the most indubitable 
proof. If the evidence be questionable or p(|uivoeal, if the 
probation bear a hinge or loop to hang a doubt on, the obli- 
gations — ^the sacred obligations of the law, throw a vast and 
inevitable preponderancy in the scale of the defense. I say 
an inevitable preponderancy; and in saying this, let us not 
lose sight of another legitimate subject of preliminary remark 
and reproach, which has obtruded itself upon this cause; 
namely, the storm, the tempest, the Mdiirlwind of prejudice, 
by which the unfortunate though guiltless defendant, has 
been assailed and surrounded, from the moment of these 
charges having been preferred. No ear has been protected 
from the accursed hebenon — ^the leperous distilment of per- 
nicious rumor; of busy and active fabrication — presenting 
every variety of aspect, and uniting only in the obvious ten- 
dency to injure and destroy an unhappy woman, whom it is 
our imperious duty to believe to be innocent till her guilt shall 
he established. 'That storm of prejudice still rages, and still let 
it rage. Thank Heaven, there is yet one refuge left for the 
innocent and oppressed; there is one arm at least that is 
powerful to save. That refuge is the sacred teniple of jus- 
tice; that arm the omnipotent arm of the law; directed as 
we are bound to believe, even in its worldly influence, by a 
sovereign and overruling power. There is a special provi- 
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dence, we are informed by the Book of IkmUb, even in the fall 
of a sparrow ; and it may therefore readily be conceived that 
the a^nies, the throes, the torments of the human heart are 
not altogether uniiotieed subjects of regard to the (.’reator 
of earth and heaven. 

Yet still, Gentlemen of the Jury, terrible os it would be that 
the life of the defendant should be wantonly ami unjustly 
sacrificed, it wouKl nevertheless lx* eoinparativtdy uniinpor' 
laid. Time, the great physieian. may heal the woumls in- 
flicted upon the bosom of siM'ial or doiuestie pi'oee ; the life and 
the death of the pris<»ner may be alike forgotten; but avert if 
you can the sacrilegious blow, that is ainu'd at the maternal 
bosom of the law; the jiillow where we must all repose in 
the hour of peril and distres.s — «*laim safety there, and have 
that claim allowed. 

The life of one, or fifty individuals, may be considered as 
a mere unit in the vast sum of human existence — a men* 
pagi'ant upon the extended theater of human action; but be- 
ware of tlie corruption of the sacred sources of Jnstiee. ‘‘the 
fountains from tlu* which our curri'id runs, or else dries up” 
— the str(>unis whereof, in the circling eddi**s of life, we are 
at one period or another all compelled to drink. Beware of 
this, if not for the hapless ladiig now ui»on lier trial. Isware 
of it for your.selves. for the conimunity. for a helpless and 
an endless posterity. We do not ask you to aciiuil an of- 
fender, but we do ask .vou, and the hanlest heart cannot re- 
fuse us this, not to substitute the charge for the oflFeiise. the 
rumor for the evidence, the suspicion for the guilt. If you 
permit the sacred ermine of justice to be once stained or 
polluted by the bloo<l of the guiltless, not all the spices of 
Arabia shall ever purify it; not all the rivers of Damascus 
shall ever u'ash it clean! 

That there has been a death, no man dmiies; and in this 
valley of death, no man has a right to wonder; the wonder 
rather is, that we should live. We ai>pear in the morning, 
and are cut down ; and we wither ere the setting sun. But the 
laws of the Celestial Empire have no existence hen*. The 
unoffending widow is not with us, dedicated or consigned to 
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tbe funeral pyre, aa the barbarous penalty of surrivordiip. 
The loss of one member of the eommunity is not diminiahed 
by the unjust sacrifice of another. Absolutely the evil is 
doubled, and relatively its consequences are ii talculably in- 
creased; as the example largely contributes tc enfeeble and 
impair the general tenure and sanctity of life. 

But, gentlemen of Ae Jury, if the mere death of a hus- 
band were even to subject his relict to siich bodily tortures, 
upon what principle is it, that her character and her hopes 
and the hopes and happiness of those who belong to her, are 
to be eternally blasted and destroyed! 

The prosecution, not content with this single victim, em- 
braces all that is dear to her — ^in one fell swoop. The daugh- 
ter who has been examined before you, as through the perjury 
of the child, the life of the mother only can be reached, may 
be considered on her trial. There is no difference between 
extirpating the tender ivy, and hewing down the parental 
oak, to which it clings, for its nurture, its shelter, and sup- 
port. There is no difference between sacrificing this artless 
and interesting girl — ^tearing the tender flower from its na- 
tive stalk, and destroying a loving and beloved mother, at 
the very period of life, when of all others, her attention and 
protection are most required. 

Hay — the ravages of the Commonwealth extend even fur- 
ther than this. To say nothing of the aged parent, of whom 
die so pathetically speaks in one of her letters, and whom she 
so forcibly compares to the patriarch Jacob, on the loss of 
his son Joseph, whose sorrows were so gi’eat that he refused 
to be c(nnforted; those prattling innocents whom you have 
seen here in their mother’s arms, smiling as it were, at the 
glittering sword of Justice, suspended over a mother’s head, 
neither plotting nor fearing harm— even their fate depends 
upon the issue of this cause. 

The time shall come, and that ere long, when your verdict, 
should it crime to a mother’s name, will enter deeply into 
their soul; the worm that never dies shall prey upon their 
hearts through life; and the curse that never spares, shall 
stigmatize their memory when dead. And. long— long after 
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their bodies have quietly mingled with their sister clods of the 
\ alley, long after the eternal doors of the narrow house shall 
have closed upon them, their reputations, dearer far than life, 
shall be blurred and blasted, b3'' the odious, and recorded 
imputations of this day. 

But, say the learned counsel, these children are merely 
mtroduced for effect. We can only say that they were not 
introduced by us. We require no such aid against the pros- 
ecution; but as I have not requested their presence, neither 
have I opposed it. It demands a bolder spirit than mine, to 
defy the laws of nature, or to stand b£*tween the childnni and 
the yearning bosom of an afflicted mother, at that awful 
moment when you arc about to determine, whether or not, 
they shall be separated — aye, separated forever. 

I agree, however, with the learned counsel, that thus hor- 
rible as the consequences would be, nevertheless, if guilty, 
those consequences supply no defense. I advert to thiun 
only for the purpose of s(»curing a becoming and just esti- 
mate of the arrvount at stake. Though we decide like fate, let 
us feel like men; and if the defendant wore ten times guilty, 
where, let me ask, is the man, and w'ho would envy his feel- 
ings, that could resolutely and recklessly pursue the prose- 
cution of such a case, while every step he takes he tramples 
upon the feelings of a bleeding heart. 

Having said thus much of the outlines and general char- 
acter of this case, and of those emotions which bi*Ioiig to it, 
let us approach more nearly, and at onee preweed to examine 
its more particular and essential features, whieh array and 
present themselves under the following inquirie.M 

1. Was the deceased poisoned? 

2. By whom? 

There was, as I have said, a death. Not siuhleii — the de- 
ceased was ill nearly a week. Not in the prime of life — lie 
was advanced in years, and his sun was fust descending to 
the dark horizon of the grave. Not unexpected— expected 
by himself, calculaU^d upon, as appears by his letter to the 
parson, a short time after he was taken ill ; and by his con- 
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versatioii with Mr. Vandegrift, a few days preceding hia 
demise. 

But before we enter regularly upon the discussion of those 
inquiries, there are some other features of the argument or 
address of* my ingenious adversary, to which I must invite 
your attention. This cause has been managed for the pros- 
ecution with great ability, and I am compelled to add, with 
unexampled xeal. The gentleman closed his remarks last 
evening with a beautiful passage from Anastasius, exhibit- 
ing the reliance of guilty, parents upon the pure petitions 
of their infant children at the throne of Divine Grace. The 
passage was well chosen, and most admirably applied. But 
I marvel much, that the same gentleman who so strenuously 
deprecated the influence of sympathy in behalf of the friend- 
less prisoner, should have condescended so frequently to 
invoke it, in support of himself and his colleague. 

You are told in the very outset of this discourse, that un- 
less this prosecution should prove successful the fault will 
be attributed, not to any deficiency of proof, but to a defi- 
ciency of ability on the port of the officers of the Common- 
wealth ; that they forsooth will suffer in public estimation. 
They have given you the ocular proof of their unquestionable 
capacity. But suppose; it were otherwise? ; has it come to this, 
that for the purpe>ae of gratifying vaulting ambition, for 
the purpose of inflating professional pride, for the 
purpose of avoiding individual mortification, the majestic 
bark of justice shall be driven from her moorings, and the 
liberty and lives of the community set adrift t If they have 
harnessed themselves to the car of the Commonwealth, and 
its massive weight is beyond their strength, are you to listen 
to their supplications for help? Are you to apply your 
shoulders to the wheels? If Phaeton will assume the reins 
and direct the chariot of Phoebus he deseiwes, and should 
endure, the fatal consequences of his temerity. 

The counsel have not, it is true, invoked the aid of. little 
children in their distress ; it would have been wiser had they 
followed the Egjrptian example; yet they have prayed most 
lustily for themselves, but Justice is inexorable, and deaf to 
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their iiitreaties — introaties which, permit me to say, to my 
untutored ear, resemble less the mild and mellowed plainiiigs 
of a contrite spirit, than the wild shrieks of a famished vul- 
ture, just pouncing upon her prey. I ask no sympathies for 
myself; I had almost said I disdain them; but I openly pro- 
test against their enlistment for the ]>rosecution. Where is 
the man so reckless and so lost to honor, who in this mo- 
mentous struggle against all odds, for the life of a fellow 
creature, will cast the sword of lirenmis into the scale of the 
Commonwealth? If there be such a man, h‘t him deny his 
name, as he must long since have abjured his nature. 

Notwithstanding this appeal, the eounstd assure us — assure 
our client of their kindness, their tenderness, and commisera- 
tion. Timeo Danaos — et dona ferentes — may it please your 
Honors: this is the kindness of Judas, kissing to betray — the 
tenderness of the tiger, covering to devour — the commisi^ra- 
tion of the crocodile, mingling his tears with the life-blood 
of his expiring victim. We will endeavor to protect our- 
selves from their open hostility, but we earnestly implore you 
to guard and defend us, against the tender mercies of such 
a prosecution. 

As a specimen of their deep condolence with the prisoner, 
they at first attempt by the assistance of j>olice officers, to 
deprive her of the safeguard of character; and miserably 
failing in this, you are next told by them, that character is 
the very worst defense that any cause can have*. Will this 
court and jury rcKJognize that doctrine? Can they recoiicil • 
those inconsistent attempts? Character is always a good, 
and sometimes an only defense, in doubtful cases ; and surely 
it is conceding enough to our opponents, to admit that this 
is a doubtful case. Character is a broad and secure* shic^h], 
against which the pointless shafts of suspicion break them- 
selves in vain. If the advantages of a spotless reputation 
be at all proportioned to the difficulties encountered in its 
acquisition, it may be confidently relied on. The attainment 
of character is an uphill work; the ascent is difficult, labo- 
rious and treacherous; but when w'e reach the glorious sum- 
miti after all our toils and perils past, Fame, with her own 
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hand, arms us at all points in celestial panoply, 'which, like 
the polished mirror, reflects without retaining, the calumny, 
reproaches and odium that assail it. Reputation, it is true, 
may be gradually lost ; its safeguards gradually impaired ; but 
whatever may be the particular, and hackneyed exceptions, 
which human nature supplies, I hold it to be a well estab- 
lished general rule, that it is never suddenly surrendered or 
abandoned, without some inducement or temptation, either 
actual or imaginary, commensurate with the importance of 
the sacrifice. 

There is one other subject of comment, before I return to 
' the systematic consideration of this case, under the inquiries 
proposed; and that is, the inference of crime from the sup- 
posed existence of motive: an inference from an inference. 

In human tribunals, we generally ascertain the motive 
from the act, and not the act from the motive; and this im- 
provement in moral philosophy, for which we are indebted to 
our learned friends, serves to remind me of a story related, 
not of an Egyptian, but a Turk, which I may be pardoned 
in recounting. Conforming to the sublime ordinances of the 
Koran, the Turks, it seems, had forbidden under severe pen- 
alties, an indulgence in wine, or any other intoxicating bev- 
erage. An ofiScer of the government observing an indmdual 
with a jar upon his head, and discovering that it contained 
the juice of the grape, summoned him forthwith before the 
Mufti, and there preferred his complaint. The alleged of- 
fender acknowledged the wine, but denied the offense ; where- 
upon the accuser rested his charge, as the prosecution here 
does, upon the probability of guilt, from the strength of the 
temptation or motive to commit it. Upon which, the prisoner 
observing in the hand of his adversary a glittering scimitar, 
immediately turned to the magistrate, and accused the officer 
of murder ; and when called upon to sustain his charge, relied 
upon the reasoning that had been urged against himself. 
“That shining blade,” said he, “is an instrument of death; 
I find it drawn and naked in your hand ; if the mere ability 
to commit crime, be an evidence of crime committed, you 
stand arraigned and condemned upon 3’our own principle.” 
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It is almost unnecessary to add that the Turk was discharged. 

‘*Man is prone to evil as the sparks fly upwards;” but 
we should be careful, not too far to conflmi this doctrine, by 
its unthinking application. The object of evidence is the 
establishment of facts : those facts, when established, are what 
we denominate proof. But if from mere liability or induce- 
ment to evil, we are to draw satisfactory conclusions of crime, 
why then, to be sure, all mankind are flagitious offenders, 
and we the most of all. You have nothing to do but to rend 
the indictment, to run over a string of truisms, or popular 
brocards on the subject of human iniquity, and the business 
of destruction is done. Your courts of justice virtually be- 
come slaughter houses, and you yourselves, the ministers of 
the law, instead of being sacrifleers, are converted into 
butchers. 

There is another view taken by the counsel of this case 
which, for its novelty, is deserving of attention. He con- 
tends that you must either find the prisoner guilty, or jiro- 
nounce her entirely innocent. If he mean that the charge 
contained in the indictment cannot be (|ualified or reduced, 
so as to admit of a conviction for any inferior offense — if, 
in other words, he meant that she must he capitally convicted, 
or not at all, I concur with him. But if he intended to sig- 
nify, and so seemed to set the current of his thoughts, that 
you must either absolve her from every act of imprudence 
and indiscretion, or else convict her of this heinous offense, 
I deny it totally. Even a general want of innocence would 
be in itself, sufficient evidence of the perpetration of a par- 
ticular crime. If the mysteries of the case, as is said, cannot 
tally with the idea of innocence, they must ccms<‘ to he mys- 
teries, and become self-evident facts. If they are mysteries, 
they may comport with either innocence or guilt, and in that 
event, the condition of the defendant is the best. 

Aware of their difficulties, you are told that crimes of this 
description are always committed in such a way as not easily 
to be discovered. .So are most offenses; but does it follow, 
therefore, that where they are not discovered, we are to guess 
at a verdict, and thereby entail upon our consciences a heavier 
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crime than that which we unjustly condemn? What can we 
reason but from what we know ? It is possible, it is true, that 
there may be guilt even where it cannot be ascertained; but 
it is also possible there may not be, and all that it is re(|uisite 
should be said, is that the benefit of the possibility is with 
us, and the necessity of distinct and conclusive proof, with 
them. If they fail in this, the cause for all worldly purposes 
is ours; and the punishment of the offender must be left to 
that omniscient Power, to whose vision all the depths, dark- 
nesses, and recesses of the soul are revealed. “Vengeance 
is mine, saith the Lord, and I will repay.” Let not sublu- 
nary tribunals audaciously and impiously presume to invade 
the sacred sanctions — to usurp the high prerogative of 
heaven. 

To return now, from this discursive flight of the counsel, 
in which I confess I have been compelled to pursue him, to 
the more essential and substantial merits of the charge, I will 
in the first place proceed to show you — instead of adopting 
the chronological order of events — ^which probably would 
hav(< been the most perspicTious arranginnent, that there was 
no j)oison; and without making it an independent ground 
of observation, I shall also endeavor to satisfy you, should 
I even fail in ray reliance upon this first broad shield of 
defense, that there is no sufficient n*ason for believing that 
this defendant participated in the offense. 

It was a pj’actice adopted by Sir Matthew Hale, one of 
the greatest ornaments that ever adorned the criminal juris- 
prudence of any countiy% never to allow any man to be con- 
victed of a murder, until it was at least distinctly shown that 
a homicide of some one had been committed. Our own ex- 
perience has furnished an ample illustration of the wisdom 
of this rule. In a sister State, two men were accused of the 
death of a third, and upon being arraigned, they both pleaded 
guilty to the charge, willing, no doubt, to terminate the hor- 
rors of remorse, of which they had long been the prey. The 
plea of guilty to such a charge is an unusual one; the pub- 
lic journals teemed with various accounts of the case; the 
day appointed for their execution rapidly approached, when. 
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lo! the murdered man appeared in their Indialf, not like 
blood-bolter ’d Banquo, “with twenty treiiehed gashes on liis 
head/’ but in the possession of full health and vigor, and with 
far better prospects of protracted life than those by whom 
he was alleged to have been slain. The explanation is this: 
those two men who stood accused had lived in the same neigh- 
borhood with him ; they had encountered him in an adjacent 
wood, and having had an ancient grudge* against him, they 
proceeded to wreak their vengeance, and left him, as they 
supposed, lifeless. Tliis, however, was a mistake, for, gath- 
ering himself up after they had left him, and unwilling again 
to confront them, he S(»t out forthwith to some of the South- 
ern States, as he had previously coiili*mplat«‘d. where he re- 
mained, until apprized of the peril to which his alleged mur- 
derers i/v’ere subjected ; when he generously presentt*d him- 
self at the scene of trial, and aflPorded the ocular proof of 
their innocence.® 

The dead body is not more necessary than the corpus tie- 
liefi — 1 adopt Dr. Togno’s doctrine in its greatest latitude, 
when he says “no jmison — no poisoning;” and it will afford 
me infinite pleasun* also to show that this conclusion of a 
most estimable man, and intelligent ]>hysieian is not only ob- 
viously correct in itself, Imt is in entire eonsonanee with un- 
douhted authority, and with the devrOopTiient of every fea- 
ture. in the course of this importaiit and protracted iiivi'sti- 
gatioii. 

Montmahou, in his ths Poisous^^* pHgs f), says, 

“The physician will not prononnee that there has ln*cii a 
poisoning until he has found tin* ])oison, and eaii <!esignat.e 
and name it.” And again, on page 11. “all the ineilico- 
jurists agree iji thinking, that in order to pronounce with 
confidence, it is necessary to have found the poison. And, 
further, on page 13, lie observes, after stating the imimrtance 
of a chemical analysis, “wc ought to use the greatest att<*n 
tion in the execution of the various processes employed ; it 
should he severe, complete, and have for its result the re- 
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duetion of the metal. Indeed, we have arrived at the prea- 
ent day by rigorous analysis, to discover the thousandth part 
of a grain of poisonous substance, mixed in liquids, in solids, 
or even combined with our own tissues. It would be criminal 
to neglect the means which chemistry offers us, in order to 
hold to appearances often deceitful.” 

The learned counsel has told you, however, that as to his 
chemical tests, he does not rely upon them — ^you may throw 
them entirely out of the case. Wonderful condescension ! If 
you throw them out of the ease, do you not at once perceive 
that the condition of the prosecution is infinitely better than 
if they are permitted to remain t We insist upon them — ^we rely 
upon them — as a practical refutation of three-fourths of the 
hypotheses and theories which cling around the trunk of this 
charge, “like ivy to old oak, to hide its rottenness.” The doc- 
tors all agree that no arsenic was reduced, upon the great and 
final test being applied. Everybody that has written, and all 
who have spoken upon the subject, admit that the reduction of 
the metal is the only infallible proof of its existence; and 
that it can always be reduced, even where the sixth part of a 
grain, or one-thirtieth part of the quantity necessary to pro- 
duce death, remains in the system. Now, as it is admitted 
on all hands that the chemists were skillful, and that all 
proper means were resorted to by them for the purposes of 
discovering the arsenic — as it is admitted on all hands that 
it might have been discovered if it existed — and as it is also 
admitted that it was not detected, can anything be plainer 
than that it did not exist — and that all the reasoning de- 
rived from e(]uivocal pathological symptoms, and an imper- 
fect anatomical examination, are totally vague and vision- 
ary T — ^more particularly inasmuch as I shall have occasion 
to show you, that the appearances of those symptoms, and 
the results of that examination, are not peculiar to cases 
of poisons, but belong also to many cases of death from nat- 
ural causes. To strike the chemical analysis from the evi- 
dence, therefore, is no stretch of magnanimity on the part 
of our ingenious adversaries, but upon the contrary serves 
only to sihow that in the pursuit of blood, they have taken 
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one step too far— one important step, and thereby redeemed 
118 from the operation of all that had previouaiy been at- 
tempted. 

But, say they, if we cannot gratify your eyes, by producing 
the arsenic in its metallic form, we can at least tickle the 
nose by the alliaceous odor, which one of the experiments 
emitted. But, gentlemen, you are not to b<* led by the nose 
in a case of this character ; much less are you to be governed 
by the noses of others. Mr. Clemson, the gentleman, who 
titillated his olfactoiy so often during the cause, with the 
pungent fragrant Natchitoches or Maccouba, and who was 
the only individual who arrogated to himself a superiority 
in the sense of smelling, did, it is true, pronounce boldly upon 
the alliaceous odor, as an infallible arsenical test ; but he at 
the same time conceded, and Br. ^klitchell proved, and we 
all know, that the faculty of snu'lling is the most fallible 
and treacherous of all the human sensi^s, dependimt for its 
character upon a variety of natural anrl artificial causes; 
confounding different odors, aflPccted by the state of mind or 
body, the nature of the atmosphere, the condition of the 
health, and an infinite variety of influences unnecessary to 
be considered. It is admitted the world over, that the sight, 
which even itself, as Macbeth says, is often “made the fool 
of the other senses,” is in point of accuracy and perfection, 
very superior to the smell. We perhai>s may be able there- 
fore, best to ascertain the value of Mr. Clemson ’s olfactory, 
by testing it by the accuracy of his vision. You all remem- 
ber, when asked by me, whether he could tell the arstoiical 
ring by its appearance, he answcired promptly, y(*s. I like 
a prompt answer, even in a case of life and death, when it 
is promptly right. I immediately produwsl the glass tube 
furnished by Dr. Mitchell, containing the arscmical ring, which 
was immediately declared by the witness to contain mer- 
cury. Dr. Mitchell was then called again, and explicitly 
stated that it contained no mercury; and he had a right to 
know, as it was his own preparation. Now, after this failure 
of Mr. CleuKon’s best sense, what would you give for the 
rest? I oppose this dumb witness (exhibiting the tube) against 



330 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


the nose of Mr. Clemson, and his eyes to boot. It is small, it 
is true, but it has a giant’s strength. It is mute, unques- 
ably, yet it speaks with most miraculous organ. 

But again: suppose the alliaceous odor has been perceived 
— ^I deny Its infallibility — T deny its probability. All writers 
agree that, however it may be considered sufficient as a mere 
chemical indication of arsenic, and for mere chemical pur- 
poses, it is utterly unworthy of regard as a matter of con- 
scientious reliance in a judicial proceeding. Even Chris- 
tison, the god of their idolatry, declares it should be ut- 
terly discarded, and Berzelius, Orfila, Montmahou, and a 
host of other distinguished men, consider it as reproachful 
in the present state of chemistry, that it should be quoted as 
a satisfactory, or even a reasonable test. 

On page 357 of Orfila, the most celebrated toxicologist of 
the age. we find this language : 

“It often lia]>peiis that doctoi’s charged with making reports before 
a judicial tribunal atlirm the existence of i)oisoning by arsenious acid, 
because they have fVnind in the alimentary canal matter which exhales 
an alliaceous odor upon being ]>laccd upon burning coals. We severely 
condemn this conduct ; in effect, the alliaceous character belongs to 
other substances, and it is not imjiossihle that tliere should be devel- 
oped in the stomach, during digestion, substances wliich exhale a 
similar odor when heated. l>e.sides, does it not often happen, that 
we are mistaken in the character of odors? Mr. Vauqiielin and my- 
self were appointed reporters in a case of ]>oison. The suspected 
matter Avas placed on burning coals at four different times, and tAvice 
only we thought we recognized the alliaceous smell, and we became 
assured soon after that it did not contain an atom of arsenic.” The 
character of Avhich Ave treat, ought therefore to be considered as an 
indication, and not as a jiroof, of the presence of arsenic.” 

Berzelius, notoriously the greatest practical chemist in the 
world, and to whom, by common consent, of all the most ex- 
perienced and skillful manipulators, either in England or 
Prance, the proudest distinction has been accorded, thus 
expresses himself in relation to this subject : 

“The reduction only is to be regarded as a certain proof, and ren- 
ders all otiiier eiddenoe superfluous. When the reduction does not suc- 
emd, the result must be always doubtful, eA^en Avhen we think or be- 
lieve we recognize the arsenical odor, upon heating with a blow-pipe 
or charcoal, the calcareous precipitate, obtained accoiffing to the 
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method of Rose; for an operator, little haliituated to such essay's, may 
often imag:ine he reeopiizes in the odor of animal matters eontaineil 
in the precipitate, the i>resence of arsenic, while in truth then? is 
none.” 

In addition to those groat anthoritios, yon hnvo the direct 
testimony of Drs. Baeho and Togrio, gontloineii who, it is 
true, have in all probability, run not more than half their 
career of professional usefulness, yet who have, nevertheless, 
from the si)ring of their fame, afforded ample assuranee 
of an abundant harvest of future emineiiet* and distinct ion. 
Modest, yet decided; skillful, yet cautious: 1h(*y drtiw at once 
a broad atid obvious line between tin* evidence, which will 
be sufficient to direct their in(|uiries aft(‘r men* medictd tn‘at'- 
ment, or chemical results; and that j)roof uj»oii which they 
would be disposed to rely in a solemn judicial investigation. 
If, as medical men, or chemis1.s. certain obs«*rvations or ex- 
periments imiy have regulated their practice or opinions, in 
ordinary matters of doubt, they prudently consid«*r them too 
imperfect and fallacious, to form the basis of absolute and 
conscientious reliance, ufjon a suhjo<*t so awful and vital as 
this. They recpiire, as the law recjuires, that the best evidence 
the nature of the ease admits of, should be p?*oduc«*«l. They 
recjuire that the symptoms should be une(|uivocal, or that it 
should be reasonably ascertained that no natural caust? of 
death existed — before th«\v feel themselv4*s ju'epared to peril 
the life of a fellow creature, and their own salvation, upon 
the confident assertion of poison. “ We would not be willing,’’ 
say both those gentlemen, “to decide* upon the ])r(*sencc of 
arsenic without reduction, because w<* wouhl not bi* satisfied 
by any evidence except what we considered the best. The 
alliaceous odor is not to lx? depended upon.” 

But further: if the alliaceous smell indicate arsenic, it 
must be of course because arsenic is there. These fumes, we 
are told, are the fumes of arsenic — ^these fumes, we know, be- 
come condensed, and form the arsenical crust on the upper 
and cooler part of the glass. If, therefore, they were suffi- 
cient to prove its existence, they were sufficient, with proper 
process, to form the metal in its crystallized shape. I agree 
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that it is possible, that the odor should be perceived, without 
arsenic being detected; because it is probable that the odor 
may arise without the presence of arsenic, and from other 
substances, as has been shown ; hut I deny that the odor ever 
arises from arsenic, so powerfully as is here described, with- 
out the cause — ^namely, the arsenic, being satisfactorily as- 
certained and detected in its metallic form. Hence, I infer, 
that as zinc, onions, garlic, the phosphates, and other sub- 
stances may produce that smell — in other words, inasmuch 
as it is not the peculiar effluence of arsenic, that it was pro- 
duced from other substances, and not from arsenic. 

But say, they — there are the liquid tests, which, although 
all imperfect and equivocal, still make against the defendant, 
with the other proofs. What are these tests? Let me test 
them, for without pretending to be a proficient or expert 
chemist, I do profess to know enough of the science for this 
case; and I should be wanting in my duty if I did not. I 
have gone through all those experiments myself, with my own 
hand ; bestowed months of attention and reading upon them, 
and I can only regret that still greater time has not been 
allowed for my researches. 

The first test applied, as an almost universal detecter of 
metals, is the sulphuretted hydrogen. This test, in arsenical 
cases, exhibits a flocculent appearance, and throws down a 
light, clear, yellow precipitate. In the present case, the 
test was very doubtful, as is stated ; the yellow produced was 
a darkish and dirty ydlow, and no pr(>cipitate was perceived. 
The other test was by the ammonical nitrate of silver — ^in 
other words, nitrate of silver dissolved in liquid ammonia. 
This test should have produced a still darker yellow precipi- 
tate, attended by the same flocculency. It failed to do either ; 
and even if it had done both, it is allowed to be a very in- 
secure test, unless amply sustained by those that follow and 
precede it. 

The third test applied was the ammonical sulphate of cop- 
per, which presented an olive green instead of the Scheele 
green, which is about the color of verdigris. The olive green 
may be obtained much more perfectly by this test, from 
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pnger, stramonium, rhubarb, chromate of potassa, and onion 
.luice, than it was obtained in the present instance. 

I conclude, then, this branch of my remarks, by saying 
again, that the restoration of the metal is the only infallible 
test — I should rather say proof: it is the corpus delkii itself. 
The tests, as they are called, and as they have Ikhmi referred 
to, arc mere presumptions; and apart from the result, are 
not to be relied upon. Wherever there is metal enough un- 
equivocally to abide those tests, the metal nmy be restored ; 
and chemists have succeeded in reducing less than the 300th 
part of a grain; and wlierever there is not enough thus to 
abide the test, there is not enough to guess at. Tln‘ mode 
of restoring the metal is perfectly simple, and T will take 
le*ave to explain it to you. Having evaporated the lic|uid con- 
taining the suspected matter, to dryness; the dry matter 
mixed with pulverized charcoal, is placed in a glass tube 
hermetically sealed at one end. To this <»iid you apply the 
spirit lamp, until the red heat is produced, when, if there be 
the slightest portion of arsenic, fumi^s of the smell of garlic 
will issue therefrom, and the metal itself, will instead of 
fusing, evaporate and form again in a condensed shape, on 
the upper and cooler parts of the tube. 

But, says the gentleman, even had the prosecution suc- 
ceeded in showing that the metal was reduced, the defend- 
ant’s counsel might still argue the insuflRcicney of that fact. 
Reduce what metal? T agree, any metal, mercury, for in- 
stance, would not be sufficient, but metallic arsenic would be ; 
and no argument, however ingenious, could possibly j>revail 
against it : and no argument, in that ease, would have* bec»ii at- 
tempted. We unite with him in saying that you could not pre- 
tend to determine because you saw something glittering on the 
inner surface of a glass tube that it was arseiiie; for even Mr. 
Clemson, with all his eyes about him, and after having im- 
bibed the benefit of all the schools of Franco, most egre- 
giously blundered in that very particular; and has therciby 
afforded us a salutary lesson of prudence, from a lament- 
able example of indiscretion. But the counsel forgets, if he 
ever knew, that it is not the mere appearance of the metal, 
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upon which skillfal chemists and judicious men would be 
disposed to rely ; but that the metal, being first detected, and 
its general nature defined by the success of antecedent tests, 
is upon reduction subject to other and subsequent tests, 
which present its character in a totally unquestionable shape ; 
not dependent on the sight alone, the smell alone, the origi- 
nal tests alone, the reproduction alone, or the final tests ; but 
upon all combined, and with all the clear denotement of its 
deleterious and peculiar arsenical properties. It is in vain, 
to tell us, that were all these evidences united, and each per- 
fect in itself, errors might still be contended for, since author- 
ity, experience and reason concur in the utter impossibility 
of such errors. I admit, if you please, as the counsel alleges, 
that no one chemical result would be conclusive; and it is 
for that very reason that we ret|uire the evidence of various 
and combined results — all conducing to the same conclusion. 
If, as is contended, we should dispute the evidence in its 
aggregate, so much the stronger was the necessity for sus- 
taining its particular items. Nay, if no one cluMiiical result 
can fonn unerring proof, how much less can there be uner- 
ring proof where, as in this case, there was not one such 
result. 

But we have shown, exclaim the gentlemen, ti’iumphantly, 
that an individual of that house purchascul arsenic in Philadel- 
phia a few days preceding the indisposition of the deceased, 
and the prisoner was in town at the time of the purchase. That 
the purchase of arsenic, in relation to this charge, is a circum- 
stance of guilt, need not be a subject of dispute, provided it be 
connected with the present defendant. It is not so connected. 
The allegation that Mrs. Chapman was in town on the day 
the arsenic was purchased is no evidence of participation in 
that purchase. But the fact was otherwise. She was in the 
city with Mina, it is true, upon two occasions, but neither 
of those visits was on the day of obtaining the arsenic. In- 
deed, it was perfectly inconsistent and absurd to suppose 
that an individual entirely conversant as she was with all 
parts of Philaddphia, and embarked, as she is said to have 
been, upon a dangerous and deadly voyageT-should have 
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landed from ohoiee upon this perilous and Ausonian shon'— 
should have selected, for the first scene of iniiiuity, an estab- 
lishment in the very center of notoriety, and within fifty 
yards of the residence of an old acquaintaiiee of herself and 
Mr. Chapman. Was there no Romeo's apothecary — no caitiff 
wretch to vend this poison to her — no remote and olweim^ 
** culler of simples.” upon whom she could have more s<‘- 
curely relied in the i)urcha8e of this deleterious drUR? Is 
she to seek the open and blushing face of day for the pur- 
pose of concealing an object of danger — to believe it ^xere 
madness — or fatuity, at least. 

Yet, say our opponents, admitting even that Mina pur- 
chased the ars<*nic W'ithout the defendant’s immediate par- 
ticipation, it was nevertheless in prosecution of a common 
intent, agrt*ed upon between them. If so, how do you dis- 
pose of the argument that the forgi*d letter, written under 
the instructions of Mina, days after the purchast*. ami pur- 
porting to be from that excellent and acfcomplished gentle- 
man, Mr. De Cuesta. was communicated to her for the sake of 
whetting her almost blnnt(>d pnrposi*? Where was the ne- 
cessity for it? if she had bt‘cn previously so ripe and ready 
for this fell deed — as to cherish the damning thought of 
taking her husband's life — ^as even to 1 m* active in pnwuring 
the means of death — the fallen one had ninrke<1 her for his 
own — the last feeble struggle for redemption had passed — 
and she was so deeply steeped in guilt as to reiniire no fur- 
ther lures to vice — as to defy all further inducements to vir- 
tue. If then this forged letter w’ere intended by Mina to 
deceive her — it was not, as the gentleman imagines, to confirm 
her in iniquity, but rather to win her to iniquity; and if thus 
to win her, it must have been b«*cau8e she was not already 
won— and if not already won, she could never have b«*<*n a 
participator in thought or act, in obtaining the poison, which 
was procured several days before the letter in <]uestion was 
exhibited or prepared. 

Taking leave of this portion of the case, and glancing with 
sad but comparative civility at the testimony of Dr. Bache, 
the learned counsel next springs with the fury and rapacity 
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of the hyena upon that of Dr. Togno — ^impugns its credibil- 
ity— denies its modesty — defames and defiles its parity ; and, 
to say nothing of unmeasured language, luxuriously indulges 
in deliberate, cold-blooded, unqualified and, allow me to add, 
unwarranted aspersion, for which the meager apology is of- 
fered, that there is left to him but this alternative, either to 
abandon his own witnesses, or speak plainly of ours. As 
to abandonment, so far as relates to the party-colored crew, 
drawn by the prosecution from the prisoner’s household, they 
were, in one sense, abandoned, before they became retainers 
in this cause. In regard to the scientific gentlemen examined 
by the Commonwealth, they have been treated by us freely 
and fearlessly, it is true, as became the nature of the occa- 
sion, but nevertheless, frankly and fairly and respectfully, 
as was due to their talents and their virtiies. We spoke of no 
volunteers — ^we assailed no motives — ^we impeached no hearts, 
though we liberally discussed the various opinions expressed, 
and the means and opportunities from which they were de- 
duced. 

If by ‘'speaking plainly” the counsel mean contumeliously, 
his rt'marks have been as plain as a sunbeam, and almost as 
bright; but if, upon the contrary, he would be understood 
to signify a just adaptation of thoughts and language to 
the Immediate subject of discussion, he will excuse my saying 
he has been guilty of a vast and unpardonable mistake — a 
mistake in first substituting himself for Dr. Togno, and af- 
terwards applying to that highly respectable gentleman those 
observations and rebukes which, as counsel, he so richly mer- 
ited — ^though so sparingly received. By what principle he 
has been infiuenced — ^by what master spirits he has been 
prompted or directed, we shall not deign to inquire, but pro- 
ceed to repel the attack and, in doing so, the learned gentle- 
man must not complain if we resort to weapons similar to 
those with which it has been made — ** ’tis fit the artificers of 
death should die.” 

I should be a foe to fealty and to friendship, could I dis- 
passionately stand by and complacently behold the counsel 
glutting his vengeance upon an unassuming and uTin ffe-ndiTig 




LVCBETIA CHAPMAN 


337 


individual who, actuated alone by justice and philanthropy, 
has imparted the valuable aid of his testimony to the pres- 
ent defense. 

And is it not most monstrpus and unheard of that a learned 
gentleman — ^liimself a volunteer in pursuit of blood — a soldier 
who has eagerly enlisted in this magiiuniinous war, without 
even the temptation or inducement afforded by the bounty, 
should for the purpose of proving his loyalty and submission 
to the power he serves, not satisfied with wreaking his wrath 
upon the devoted head of the defendant, venture even to 
grapple with the integrity of a higlily honorable man, for 
no other reason than because, forsooth, his evidence ]>i'es<‘nts 
an impenetrable and insurmountable barrier betwiHui the 
Commonwealth and her intended victim. 

Dr. Toguo’s language, I cite the eouns«*rs very language, 
is “obtrusively adverse,” and then*fore tlie w'itness, we are 
told, shall have the inelaneholy ctnisolation “of dying on his 
own sword.” Heaven save the mark! The doctor could 
not die upon a more unsullied sword, or in a nobler cause. 
A sword, allow me to oliH«*rv<% that cannot even l)e dignified 
by the illustrious hand of the diKtiiigiiished advoemte, by 
w'hom it is proposed to be wielded. Hut let not the counsel 
talk of slaying, until he has, at least, first established his lofty 
claims to valour, upon the mins of this wretclu’d, perse- 
cuted and oppressed family. Let him first, I say, W'age a 
successful and exterminating war, against hel])less women, 
and unprotected children. “l)iser<*tion is the Is-tter part of 
•valor,” If he will play the falcon, he must not only fiy a 
higher pitch, but make his first experiment upon harmless 
doves, ere either his lH*ak or his talons will prove subjects of 
alarnK to the towering and majestic eagle. Knough of this 
—I almost owe Dr. Togno an apology for having breathcsl 
a word in his, support— -he is above all assault ^he re«|nire8 
no defense, but clothed in the protection of a spotless and ir- 
reproachable character— stands self-dependent and self-suf- 
ficient. 

“The gentlemen examined for the prosecution do not n*- 
member to have seen Dr. Togno at Dr. Mitchell s laboratory. 
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Wonderful oversight! and therefore, I suppose Dr. Togno, 
who swears he was present upon that occasion, partially de- 
scribes what took place, and particularly mentions the in- 
dividuals engaged in the experiments — ^must ascribe all these 
matters to fancy and not* to fact. Can any man doubt his 
presence— if not, the circumstance of its not being remem- 
bered by our other scientific friends may show their own 
want of memory, but cannot impair the recollections of his. 
Ah ! but says Mr. Beed, he would give us to disbelieve that 
the stomach was the seat of any infiammation at all, after 
-a very hasty and unsatisfactory examination. I put him in 
opposition to Dr. Coates — intelligent and respectable as he is. 
who decided that the internal surface of the stomach was 
highly infianied, without ever opening it, upon a very slight 
examination of the peritoneal coat, and T am content to abide 
by your decision betw<!en them. I put it in opposition to the 
statement of my friend, Dr. Hopkinson, who was satisfied 
that the stomach contained the cause of the untimely death 
of the deceased — ^without ever having seen its contents, or 
examined other most important parts of the body. I put it 
in opposition even to the highly and deservedly lauded tes- 
timony of Dr. Mitchell, who, from a skillful and miraculous 
combination of a variety of uncertaiuties and fallacies, ren- 
dei-ed everything so perfectly evident “that it would glim- 
mer through a blind man’s eye.” I put it, in short, in op- 
position to eveiything to be derived from this portion of the 
case, with the exception, let it be always understood, of Mr. 
Clemson’s refined and delicate sense of smelling, and his' 
unrivalled — ^his transcendant powers of discrimination, be- 
tween arsenic and mercury! 

Passing from the chemical, to the anatomical part of the 
examination, we are by no means relieved from the doubts 
and ditfieulties by which the understanding is clouded and 
embarrassed. Upon visiting tlie grave yard, what are the 
circumstances attending upon the exhumation? The body, 
which was disinterred about three months after its inter- 
ment, was found, we are told, in a state of perfect and un- 
usual preservation. Unusual — ^how do we ascertain that? 
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Not a physician who has been exatniiied has ever seen a body 
after an interment for three days, much less three months; 
they have therefore no experience upon the subject in rela- 
tion to which they speak. This preservation is imputed to 
the effect of arsenic. Miraculous! Arsenic enough to pre- 
serve this bodj% and yet not enough to be detected subse- 
quently by all the accomplished and skillful chemists em- 
ployed! It is true, they say, that arsenic is considered an 
antiseptic, and is thus used in the prep)aration and preserva- 
tion of birds after death, but the quantity thus re<iuirtHl is 
very considerable, small as the bodies may be, and can easily 
be detected. It is no answer, therefore, to the arguments al- 
ready addressed to yon in relation to the failure of the chem- 
ical experiments. 

Further — ^the best opinions of the ablest writers inculcate 
the belief that only that portion of the body which is more 
immediately affected by the arsenic is liable to be preserved. 
Yet, in this case, the whole of the human frame was equally 
preserved. It would be useless to reftT to authorities for this 
principle, as it will hardly be denied. 

It is unnecessary, however, to dwell longer upon these* the- 
ories, when the facts connected with the interment sufficiently 
explain the phenomenon. The pastor of the? church has told 
you that, having found fault with his sexton for digging 
his graves too shallow, the S(?xton afterwards fell into this 
opposite extreme, and dug them of an extraordinary depth. 
In addition to this, the soil vras of a dry, sandy character, 
covered with a stratum of clay, which protected it from 
moisture, whieh protection was increa.sed by the d4?clivity of 
the surface of the ground. Now Orfila, in his tn*atise upon 
exhumation, and even the seientific witnesses who have tes- 
tified in this cause, show conclusively that this I'ause is en- 
tirely sufficient to account for that jireservation, which, by 
some, has been attributed to the influence of thi; poison. 

The next ground of reliance on the part of the prosi'cu- 
tion is the anatomical investigation. Tt seems that the body 
was opened and the stomach removed, under the impression 
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that the cause of death, in the language of Dr. Hopkinson, 
whatever it may have been, was contained therein. The lower 
intestines were found perfectly empty, and appeared “as if 
they had been hung up to dry.” 

The rectum was not examined — nor the brain — ^nor the 
heart and larger vessels — ^nor the liver. I will not pause to 
show you how essential it was, that the examination of all 
should have taken place in a case of such vital importance. 
I will not dilate upon the habits, conformation and consti- 
tution of the deceased, and the probability or possibility of 
' death from natural causes. I am satisfied to take the exam- 
ination as it was — ^to try it by itself — for none but itself can 
be its parallel. The stomach was removed — it was not opened 
— and yet Dr. Coates, one of the physicians, from its external 
appearance, ventured to pronounce upon its internal state. 
He saw through the covering, the peritoneal and muscular 
coat, and undertakes to tell us, from this superficial view, 
not only the character of the inflammation of the mucous 
membrane, or lining of the stomach, but also to distinguish 
between congestion and inflammation. I aver this to be ut- 
terly impossible, and I regret exceedingly that a highly re- 
spectable man, and a meritorious physician should have been 
betrayed by the excitement of the occasion, into such unnat- 
ural perspicacity. I have not the least question of the en- 
tire honesty of the doctor’s intention; I can have none — ^but 
he must pardon me when I say his opportunities of observa- 
tion were entirely too limited to be depended upon. 

While on this subject, what says Orfila? “The existence 
or non-existence of cadavarague lesions — the extent and seat 
of disease, are never sufficient to enable us to pronounce 
whether there has or has not been poison ; and they can only 
serve to corroborate the conclusions derived from a chemical 
analysis of the suspected matter.** 

Nor is the testimony of Dr. Hopkinson a more legitimate 
source of reliance, skillful and accomplished as he is ac- 


*> Orfila (last edition). Tome i, .379. 
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knowledged to be, in the science which he professes. He in- 
genuously concedes the fact that his anatomical inquiries 
were very imperfect ; that it was the first occasion of this 
nature in which he had been employed ; and that sup])osing 
that the stomach contained the deleterious or ])oisonous sub- 
stance, he considered it to be useless to proceed any further, 
I wdsh it to be understood, once for all, that I find no fault 
with these gentlemen, but I protest altogether against the 
attempt to infer poison from what did not appear, when they 
had it in their power by sufficient care and attention, to have 
decided the question one way or another; and having omitted 
to do so, we are entitled to argue that a further examination, 
would have removed, rather than confirmed, their pri'vious 
suspicions. 

In regard to the herring or fishy smell issuing from tin* body 
when opened, it is hardly necessary to say anything. With- 
out attempting to be witty, it affords at best but a si*aly 
reason for a conviction. Its only recommendation to atten- 
tion is that the doctor nev<‘r smelt anything like it Is^fore. 
I presume he must before have op(‘iied stomachs containing 
arsenic; and if so, not having met with a similar smell, con- 
firms the idea that this was not arsenic. Ilul if the fa(d were 
otherwise, his never having eiicounti*red a similar eflhivia, 
assuredly does not show that this smell was peculiar to ar- 
senic. There is no book that confirms or sugg<*sts that idea, 
lie never before oiwned a body after three months interment, 
and in like circumstances, and the similarity of facts failing, 
the reason also fails. Dr. Jlitchell, it is true, having intro- 
duced arsenic into a dead stomach, after some months de- 
tected a similar odor. Yet wc know nothing of tin* state of 
that stomach, of the nature of the diseas<* which produced 
death, of its cadavnraqnc appearances; and tlu*refor<‘ it af- 
fords us no scope for analogical inquiry. Hut an answer to 
all this is derived from Dr. Coates, wdio t«‘lls us that flic smell 
did not seem to him to resemble that of herring, but rather 
that of tanner’s oil. Now T leave you to decide between the 
noses of these doctors, while I proceed to consider the other 
portions of this case. 
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Inverting the natural course of things and pursuing that 
adopted by our antagonists, from a desire of grappling with 
them on their own ground, we come next to the chamber of 
disease and death ; and let us approach it with a gravity that 
becomes ^e scene. On the night of the 17th of June the 
deceased was first attacked. He continued ill until the morn- 
ing of the 23rd, at about 2 o’clock, when he expired. During 
his illness, he made violent attempts at vomiting, which but 
partially succeeded. He complained of burning pains in his 
stomach. Towards the close of his career, he became delirious, 
and in his last hours his pulse was feeble and fiuttering; his 
mouth was dry, and his skin clammy and collapsed. After 
his death, a small quantity of what was called bloody serum 
by Dr. Phillips, was found on the sheets, and supposed to 
have been involuntarily discharged per anum. Some time 
after his death, say three or four hours, an unusual rigidity 
of the body was observed by Mr. Boutcher, who, upon that 
occasion, performed the last sad office of an undertaker. These 
are the dark denotements, which, together with the other cir- 
cumstances, must supply the evidence of poison. By whom 
administered, is another question. If there were no poison, 
there was no poisoning, which goes to the whole charge. 

Dr. Mitchell, for whom as a physician, a friend and a man, 
I have the highest regard, informs us that the chemical tests 
were equivocal; that the anatomical examinations were im- 
perfect, and not to be relied upon ; that the preservation of the 
body was fallacious; that the symptoms themselves were not 
peculiar; but, nevertheless, that from the combination of all, 
he had arrived at the conclusion “that William Chapman died 
from poison.” This is a home-thrust, and we must parry it 
or die. I deny, then, in the outset, that by the combination of 
all those things, each in itself imperfect, perfect proof can be 
arrived at. I deny that a chaplet of fallibilities, however art- 
fully strung together, can form an infallibility. On the con- 
trary, the concatenation renders imperfection less perfect, and 
fallibility more fallible. “The mind,” says Lord Bacon, 
“has this property, that it readily supposes a greater order 
and conformity in things than it finds. Although many 
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things in nature are singular and extremely dissimilar, yet 
the mind is still imagining parallel correspondences, and re- 
lations betwixt them, which have no actual existence.*^ 

But, without being an admirer, much less a disciple of the 
Bobadil school, let me encounter some of these theories in 
detail. The symptom, for instance — the nuecleus of tlfe whole 
hypothesis. They are symptoms that belong to the cholera 
morbus, to violent indigestion, some of them to dysentery; 
none of them peculiarly to poison. But, says the learned 
counsel, as any and all of them may be found in arsenical 
cases, you have therefore the right to presume, from their 
existence here, that this was a case* of death by arsenic. Not 
so, my learned friend : if they are also to ho found in natural 
diseases, you are bound to presume, influenced by the bcuiign 
principles of the law, that they were the effects of natural 
causes. Show^ us. says the counsid, triumphantly, any one of 
these symptoms which is not to be fouml in cases of ]>oison. 
I fearlessly answer, we cannot; for the pham»s of ai*senic are 
as various as the constitutions and tempers of men. They 
put on the semblance of every disii^ase, and chameleon-like, 
change while you describe them. But let them show tw, if 
they can, any syinjitom not to ho found in other cases of 
disease, and they will have established an importniit point 
in the detection of arscmical poison. Nay, more — not relying 
merely upon their inability to do this, I will satisfy you. that 
the main and characteristic indicatioTis or syiuptoms of ar- 
senic, even according to Dr. Mitchell himself, are wanting in 
this case. 

Dr. Mitchell have given us some of the grounds, from which 
he deduces the notion of poison. The involuntary (lischarge 
of bloody serum ; the absence of delirium ; the rigidity of the 
corpse ; and last, but greatest, the diseased reetuiii. When, 
wonderful to relate, there is no. certainty of any involuntary 
emission; and there is a difference Ix'tween Mr. Boiiteher 
and Mr. Phillips, as to the bloody discharge. And even had 
it taken place, there are various complaints which would 
produce it. As to the absence of delirium, not a witness has 

c Novum Organum, sec. 2. apbor. 45. 
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mentioned it; but Dr. Knight and Dr. Phillips both state 
that he was delirious from time to time, for twenty-four 
hours before his death. If, therefore, absence of delirium 
be an indication of arsenic, the presence of delirium is evi- 
dence against it. The rigidity of the limbs is easily accounted 
for, the body having been permitted to remain several hours 
in the bleak air of the morning, before any attempts at laying 
it out were made, even admitting that rigidity. But it is 
still less to be regarded, when it is understood that Mr. 
Boutcher, so far from being, as the doctor supposed, an ex- 
p(‘rienced undertaker, was but a neighboring individual, 
accidentally performing these rites ; who, perhaps, had never 
seen a dozen dead bodies in his life, and who tells you him- 
self that although he had sometimes done these things, he 
had ceased to do them for several years before. He perhaps 
had never performed the service in similar circumstances, 
and his vague impressions in respect to the stiffness of the 
limibs are too flimsy and indefinite to be entitled to much re- 
spect. 

As I have said, the last and greatest argument for poison 
is the diseased rectum. This is establishing a disputed fact, 
from an inference, when the fact might itself have been as- 
cei'tained, instead of drawing an inference from facts. Nay, 
more — and worse than that: an inference of poison is de- 
rived from an inference of a diseased rectum. Not a witness 
has proved it. Not a witness who was present, has mentioned 
it. No complaint was ever uttered by the deceased about it, 
though the circumstances attending his illness, as particularly 
desecribed by Dr. Knight, were obviously such as to induce 
complaint, had this imaginary cause actually existed. So 
that you perceive the process by which these learned Thebans 
arrive at the conclusion of poison, is by first stating the gen- 
eral symptoms of poison; and secondly, imagining corre- 
spondent symptoms in the deceased, some of which never ap- 
peared; and the very opposites of others, having been abun- 
dantly established. A single remark and I bid farewell — 
a long farewell to physic. I have been surprised and as- 
tonished at the silly sequel to that story, whose preface prom- 
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ised so much wisdom; and 1 think I utter your seutiineuts 
when I say that, however skillful our scientific friends may 
be in preserving life — and 1 know no men in whom I would 
more readily confide — ^with such evidence as this, they are 
utterly incapable of destroying it. I respect them all — I 
honor them all ; and to Dr. Miteliell particularly, I have con- 
fided, and would still confide, the health of those much dearer 
to me than myself. Hut exi>erience has taught me this salu- 
tary lesson of human nature that, whatever may be the gra- 
dations in refinement, whatever may be the immeasurable 
differences in intellect, whatever may be the advantages of 
science, still, in the esscuitial constituents of the human char- 
acter, men are at last but men; alike subject to passion, to 
prejudice, to error ; and perhaps more strongly confirmed and 
sustained in all, by that very r«‘finement of reason, and ex- 
pansion of thought, for which, in general, they are so justly 
celebrated and admired. 

Pursuing the course marked out by our learned frimids, 
though by no means that which I had proposed inystdf to 
adopt, I now pass from the iiathol(»gical, niiatoiiiieal. and 
chemical inquiries, to what is termed by them, the circum- 
stantial proofs in this case. Circumstantial evidence it should 
rather be called, as the terra proof implies a higher claim to 
regard than belongs to this species of testimony, even in its 
best estate. I will consider it in the order, perhaps I should 
say disorder, in which it has b<*en presented. 

As to Mary Ann Palethorpe, the little girl of 12 years of 
age, who served as a modest and inj^eiiuous pionecT, for the 
introduction of bolder and more ivcklras spirits, scarcely 
anything need be said. She is a child— an artless and an 
interesting ehUd-and far, far be it from me, to impugn 
or impeach her in the slightest particular. I believe what she 
has said to be as sacred as though an angel spoke. But were 
it otherwise, my flight is winged above the heads of chil- 
dren, whatever may be their imperfections or inconsisten- 
cies, and has for its object and its prey, those who aw no 
longer protected from impunity, by the maturity of their 

crimes. 
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First, in the first rank of those stands the redoubtable Ellen 
Shaw— jdttx fcBvnina facH — an Amazonian Queen — a modem 
Penthesilea; sustained on the right by the peerless Fanning, 
on the left by the blushless Bantom, and leading on a host 
of other worthies, in this charitable crusade against a woman 
—a mother — and a benefactor. It has been the melancholy 
fate of the defendant to nurse vipers in her bosom; to warm 
them into life, and to be the victim of their venom. Her 
very charities are converted into implements of assault. The 
abandoned profiigate, MiAa, the gre.at exemplar of this 
wretched crew, after having been discarded with revilings 
and reproaches from every other asylum, presents himself 
at the door of the defendant about the middle of May, in the 
evening, a beggar and an outcast. He solicits alms — he craves 
a night’s lodging. Under the twofold infiuence of pity and 
that duty which is enjoined by divine authority, her house 
and her heart are opened to him, and she contemplates with 
the anxious and the melting eye of a mother, the friendless 
condition of her own children, in beholding that of the wan- 
derer. In the language of divine inspiration, as impressively 
quoted by my colleague, “he was an hungered, and she gave 
him meat; he was thirsty, and she gave him drink; he was 
a stranger, and she took him in ; naked, and she clothed him ; 
sick, and she ministered unto him.” 

But returning from this episode, to the testimony of Ellen 
Shaw, we find a blister on the very forehead — an odious 
blot on the very title page of her evidence. She informs you 
that she was in the yard when Mina first arrived; that “the 
dogs barked at him as he passed by them;” that he knocked 
at the kitchen door, and she told him that he had better apply 
at the hall door, which he accordingly did. That Mr. and 
Mrs. Chapman came out, and that the former observed to him 
in answer to his inquiries, that there was a tavern a short 
distance below; that Mina replied he had already been re- 
fused assistance at that tavern, and that Mrs. Chapman then 
took him into the room, and began to talk to him, and that 
the door being shut, the witness went into the kitchen^ Now, 
one-half of this story is the very coinage of her brain, for 
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Mary Palethorpe, another witness for the prosecution, dis- 
tinctly says— M’ithout speaking of the testimony of the little 
Lucretia, who is worth a host of Ellen Shaws— that Mr. and 
Mrs. Chapman were tranquilly sitting in the parlor; that 
Mr. Foreman went to the door; that he returned, and told 
Mr. Chapman there was a stranger at the door; that Mr. 
Chapman requested Mr Foreman to show him in; that he 
was then introduced into the parlor, and there the conversa- 
tion just referred to took place. 

Thus, you pei-ceive, Ellen Shaw not only states the fact of 
Mr. and Mrs. Chapman’s presence at the door, w’hich was 
not true, but relates a conversation as having taken place 
at the door, which actually took place in the parlor, and W'ith 
closed doors, wliile she, Ellen, was in the kitchen. To place 
the mildest interpretation upon this story, it is either imagi- 
nary, or she has totally confounded that w'hich she knew, 
with that which she derived from other and ilh'gitinmte 
sources. The inconsistency, however, does not rest here. She 
states to you, that Mina, upon his arrival, had on a dark, or 
black suit of clothes, and a long coat; wliile Mary Pale- 
thorpo says he wore a light roundabout. This, though I admit 
it is unimportant in some of its relations, still shows how 
little dependence is to be placed upon the accuracy of the 
W'itnesses. 

But Ellen proceeds yet further, and says, pr«‘s«*rving the 
same spirit which she manifested in the outset, that Mrs. 
Chapman, a day or two after his arrival, accoinpaniwl Mina 
to Count Bonaparte’s: thty went in the carriage in the morn- 
ing, and returned in the evening. She omits altogether to 
mention, that Mr, Ash was their companion in the journey, 
and that it was with the entire approbation of Mr. Chapman. 
That this was an intentional omission, can hardly lM^ denied, 
when we remember how remarkably tenacious her memory ap- 
pears to be, in regard to the minutest circumstance that is aal- 
culated to operate in favor of the prosecution. 

It was during this ride, says the learned counsel, illicit 
love lighted up his unholy fires in the bosom of the defend- 
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ant. How delightfully — or frightfully romantic! The first 
attempt, evidently, was on the part of the prosecution, to 
show the acquaintance between the prisoners, anterior to the 
arrival of Mina at Andalusia ; and therefore was it that Mary 
Palethorp was asked, “who appeared best to understand him 
when he arrived t” — ^to which she answered, Mrs. Chapman. 
But being driven from .this position by their own witnesses, 
the next effort is, as I have shown you, to infer a criminal 
alliance between them, from the period of visiting Bona- 
parte ’s, which was but two days after the reception of Mina, 
at Mrs. Chapman’s hospitable abode. This is a fancy, un- 
rivalled in all the legendary lore of outrageous fiction. The 
Libertines, the Monk, the Black Forest, the Mysteries of Udol- 
pho, and all the other mysteries that the world ever heard of, 
saw, or wondered at, never presented to the human mind so 
shocking a monstrosity as this. A beggar — ^a cut-pure of the 
empire ; a vagabond, who in personal appearance was not the 
twentieth part the tithe of her precedent lord; a wretched 
tatterdemalion, fit only for a scarecrow, wins at first sight 
the defendant from her loyalty — from her husband, with 
whom she had lived in harmony for thirteen years — ^from her 
children, upon whom she doted — ^nay, even from herself! 
Where, except in the prolific fancy of the ingenious counsel, 
do you derive support for this notion? Even Ellen Shaw 
tells you, that upon her return she spoke of him as a son — 
as a brother to her children, and I ask you whether it is 
possible for illicit love to mingle his lurid fires with the hal- 
lowed fiame of maternal tenderness and affection? 

The next part of Ellen Shaw’s testimony is that which 
relates to the conversation between her and Mr. Chapman, 
during the absence of Mrs. Chapman with Mina, at the city 
of Philadelphia, for two or three days. Now, whether any 
such conversation took place with her is exceedingly doubt- 
ful, as Fanning says she was not present ; but take it as it is. 
This female lago tells you that upon the husband’s complain- 
ing of his wife’s absence, she hinted to him that it was prob- 
able they had gone to Mexico, as die had heard them speak 
of Buch intention. Yet die never heard them, and admits 
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she never heard them, and thereby she convicts herself in 
the first place, of falsehood; and secondly, she shows, from 
what cause we need not stop to in(|uire, that her feelini^ 
towards Mra. Chapman were of the most hostile and malig- 
nant character. 

Without pausing to notice her various anachronisms — the 
allegations of her desii*e— and that of lier cluldren, that she 
should leave the place — her confounding spiritual and tem- 
poral songs together — her pious ejaculation on the subject 
of family prayer — her abominable perversion of the triu* state 
of facts in respect to "Mr. Chai)man’s having bt^eii compelled, 
by his wife, to make the IhmIs — all of which matters have 
been brushed away from me, by the friendly hand of my col- 
league — I say, without making Ilu‘se H(‘pai‘ate subjects of 
remark, let me merely ask, while thus glancing at them in 
rapid review, whether there is a man on that jury who would 
be satisfied to abide by that tt'st, wdiich w^orthless, discon- 
tented, and discarded siTvants, might l»e disposcil to ai»i)ly 
to the least questionabh*, to the most laudable of all his do- 
mestic arrangements. The language* — the manner — the mat- 
ter — ^when tortured in her intellectual or moral crucible, lose* 
all their value* — their gold is turned to dross. 

Again, in speaking of her visit to Mr. Wright’s a visit 
made for her own personal gratification, a few days before 
she left the house at Andalusia, she mentions that Mina, i)re- 
tending to be sick, threw^ himself back ui)on the lap of Mrs. 
Chapman, who supported him in h(»r arms; and yet she omits 
to mention altogether, that Mina also rested in her lap, though 
it was obvious to all that she was a perf(*ct antidote to the 
tender passions. Nay — this is not all : upon arriving at Mr. 
Wright’s, she informs you that Mina and Mrs. C. took a 
walk in the woods, forgetting altogether the fact extracted 
from her upon the cross examination, that they also invited 
her to walk, and that the house of Mr Wright, upon their 
arrival, was in such a state as to lx; unfit to receive them, 
and that therefore they were compelled to walk, as they had 
no opportunity of sitting. If you choose to be suspicious, why, 
to be sure, you may perceive impropriety in this, as you may 
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in an other step in life; but, it itself, it is entirely harrolesB, 
and totally consistent with the most immaculate virtue. 

The malevolence of this witness towards the prisoner was 
clearly to be inferred, from her promptness in answering, 
whenever her answer was unfavorable to the defendant; and 
from her mental reservation — ^her suppression of the truth, 
in those particulars which were calculated to explain what 
otherwise might exhibit a semblance of guilt. But we are not 
left to mere inference of malevolence. You have it in dis- 
tinct proof — in proof from Ellen Shaw herself, who, if she 
can establish anything, it must be her own unworthiness. 
When injudiciously called a second time by the prosecution, 
we took the liberty of applying the touch-stone “to see if 
she were current coin or not.” She was asked whether she 
had had no difference with Mr. and Mrs C ; she answers, none. 
But were you not dismissed from their service? “Well,” 
said she in reply, “didn’t I go? — and they got an old drunken 
wretch from the road in my place, but she did not stay long.” 
Can you have any doubt, gentlemen, after this, that her mal- 
ice, thus engendered, has for the last twelvemonth been con- 
fined like subterranean fire within her bosom, at last thus to 
burst forth and spread a min around. She presents before 
you the shocking anomaly of a human volcano, breathing 
nothing but fiames, devastation and death. 

Let us turn from this disgusting picture, to the next wit- 
ness presented on the part of the prosecution: Mrs. Esther 
Bache. Her testimpny is of but little importance. She re- 
lates what took place between Mina and Mr. C., and says that 
Mr. C. having attempted joking with him, he gave Chapman 
a very ill look. It is somewhat hard to find fault with this, 
as he certainly had no other look to give. But, says the 
witness, Mrs. C. apologized, and laughingly said, “Mina does 
does understand a word Mr. Chapman utters.” This, to be 
sure, was wonderful, and bears its own comment with it. I 
only ask Mrs. Bache what she would have done, and wherein 
consisted the supposed impropriety? 

But the witness says that Mina sat on the right hand of 
Mrs. Chapman at table. Where ^fiiould he sit — at the head 
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— at the foot T If he had taken either of those places, it would 
have been downright treason! Which side Mrs. Uache sat, 
we have not learned, but, considering she never sat down but 
twice at the table with Mina, and never was in the houses with 
Mrs. Chapman beyond a day, and that in the eapneity of a 
seamstress, her observations, critical and explaiiator}*, of the 
domestic regulations of the family, were truly remarkable 
and surprising. Mi*s. Haehe has every ap))earanee of a re- 
spectable woman, and no doubt is so; but she is one of those 
ladies wdth whom Ellen Shaw and Ann Rantom have Is'en 
talking, and what, independently of their eommunieations, 
she would have considered as every-day trifles, when connected 
with, or engrafted xipon their stock of knowledge, produces 
to her mind a ripe harvest of forbidden fruit, 

“Whose mortal taste brouglit death unto the world. 

And all our woe.’’ 

Anti Bantom, w'ho modestl.v takes the third place in this 
melancholy procession, but who has strong elaims to 1 m^ first, 
will now be introduct*d to your notice. She, 1 suppose, has 
bt*en brought forward to give some color to their cjise. Thus 
it is, gentlemen of the jury, black spirits and white are con- 
jured and raked up, from the vile rec«*sw*s of the kitchen and 
the garret — and array<Ml her*' b«*fore ,vou upon this trial, like 
Milton’s devils-— “fierce as ten furies, terrible ns hell.” The 
day darkens at their approach, and the radiant smile that 
beams from the brow of innocence fades away, beneath their 

withering and demoniac charm. 

Ann Bantom is the pivot upon whitdi the whole eaw*. ex- 
clusive of the medical branches of it. must rest. The w*cond 
proposed general in(|uiry relies entirely upon her for its so- 
lution, at the same time that her testimony materially af- 
fects the first. Thus important, I fearlessly plant the stan- 
dard of my defense upon their own soil. I am content to 
encounter them with their own arms, and submit unmur- 
muringly to the issue of the conflict. A wortl or two, for 
the general recommendation of Ann Bantom to our "***’*• 
She was employed as an out-door senant ; occasionally, thoof^ 
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not often, had attended on Mondays to assist in washing, 
and without, for aught that appears, any other connection 
with the family. Having generally been there on Mondays, 
how she at this late period, identifies the precise day upon 
which the events which she relates took place, I know not, 
and I care not; but I will consider them as they have been 
communicated; and for that purpose, I am sure you will 
accord me a patient and attentive hearing. 

Ann Bantom says she was at Andalusia the Monday after 
Mr. G. was taken sick; and it is not a little remarkable, hav- 
ing no kind of accjuaintance with Mr. Chapman, that she 
should have gone uninvited into his chamber in the morning, 
to inquire after his health, to find him better, and that she 
should again go up in the afternoon of the same day, to make 
similar inquiries, and to find him worse. I pronounce this 
remarkable in itsdf, but it is rendered still more so by the 
recollection that it does not appear she had ever spoken to 
him before, and that on the next day after the Monday re- 
ferred to, she neglected altogether paying him a visit, though 
she knew he was worse; and at last was urged up into his 
chamber by his wife, for the purpose of being convinced how 
important it was, in the helpless state of the family, that 
her services should not be withdrawn. This may be all true, 
but much of it is extraordinary. Those two visits on the 
morning and afternoon of Monday bear strange denotements. 
The prosecution required that someboily should sec him in 
the morning, to observe that he was better, and then see him 
in the afternoon, to find that he was worse; while in the 
interim the soup is to be given to the patient, and the de- 
duction of poison is complete. All these matters are derived 
from the witness whose testimony we are now considering. 
Let us turn particularly to her statement. 

“Mrs. Chapman,” says the witness, “boiled the chicken 
and prepared the soup.” That the hand of the wife should 
minister to the wants of the husband in the hour of disease 
is assuredly no subject of legitimate complaint — yet sudi is 
the dilemma of Mrs. Chapman, if die gave her husband noth- 
ing die is branded with unparalleled cruelty, and if, on the 
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contrary , she comply with the express diroetions of the physi* 
daily and prepare his food or diet, it is only for the purpose 
of infusing poison into it. Had she for a moment contem- 
plated so horrible a deed, might not the soup have been as 
w^ell prepared by any other hand? The introduction of the 
arsenic was the work of an instant, and it is alleged to have 
taken place some time after the soup was made. Then* was 
everything to deter her, if actuated by the imputed purpose, 
from unnecessarily conneeting herself with u transaeton, 
from, which such direful results were to spring. It was not 
usual, we are told, however, for Mrs. C. to attend to culinary 
concerns. It may not have been, but this renders our n^a- 
soning the stronger, even as appliinl to this condition of facts. 

One small circumstance, however, has escaped the memory 
of our friends, and it almost escaped that of their witness; 
which is, that on this very Monday, Juliana, tin* cook, had 
been taken sick, and Ann Bantoin being engaged out of doors, 
nobody remained to attend to the prepaiation of the soup 
but Mrs. Chapman. Yet still, perfectly as this portion of the 
case is explained, if you choose, as the counsel do, to tak<* it 
for granted she is guilty, even this circumstance makes 
against her. But, if you are to decide upon the t<*stiinony, I 
will not say it is irreconcilable udth guilt, but 1 do say, it is 
perfectly reconcilable and consistent with entire innocence. 

To resume the course of the evidence: The soup having 
been made about dinner time, after putting salt in it, it was 
taken up by Mrs. Chapman into the parlor, for tin* pun»ose 
of seasoning. I cannot understand this exactly, and per- 
haps it is not necessary that 1 should. Ann liantom follows 
Mrs. C. into the jiarlor, where she finds Jlina. She docs not 
remember what she w'ent up for, but having fulfilled h<*r pur- 
pose, she returns again into the kitchen. In the afternoon 
of the day, the soup, or what reimiiiufd of it, was brought 
down by Mrs. C. and placed upon the kitchen table, and 
the chicken was subsequently takem up, and afterwards 
brought doivn almost entire, if not f|uite, and also jdaced 
upon the same table, where they were both permit tcMl to re- 
main, until thrown out untouched, by this faithful and ego- 
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nomical servant. After this, the ducks of Mr. Boutcher, to 
the number of twenty, died ; and the aifpiment was intended 
to be — ^nay, was — ^that the poisoned soup produced their un- 
timely end. Now, let me consider this, and if I do not totally 
demolish the reliance of the prosecution, upon their own tes- 
timony, I will never open my lips again in a court of justice, 
but ever hereafter, shroud my diminished head in obscurity 
and oblivion. This soup, say they, was poisoned soup; how 
can you for a moment reconcile with that idea, or rather 
with the idea of Mrs. C.’s knowledge of the poison, the re- 
sistless fact of the poisoned chalice having been permitted to 
remain for nearly a half day, upon the table in the kitchen, 
in the very center of her children, who were there at play, 
and subject also to the appetites of her servants t Do you — 
can you suppose, that she designed the destruction of her 
entire household, little ones and allT Nay— do you suppose 
that she designed directly to contribute to her own inevitable 
detection t Both sympathy and selfishness alike revolt at 
the idea. If poison had been infused into the soup without 
her knowledge, she is free from crime ; and if it existed at all, 
it is only by supposing it to be without her knowledge, that 
you can account for these extraordinary measures. For all 
the uses of this argument, I care not whether Lino purchased 
two ounces of arsenic, or two pounds, a day or two preceding 
Mr. C. ’s death. It may make against himself, but not against 
the present defendant; for, whether the deceased died. from 
natural causes, or from his hand, is alike to our defense, the 
prisoner being unacquainted with the cause, and that she 
was a stranger to the cause, if contained in the suspected 
soup, is perfectly manifest and unquestionable; and if 
the cause were not contained in the soup, then waa 
the soup made and salted — the chickens died. And the 
ducks followed — all to no possible purpose, and we have been 
entertained here for a half a day in the examination of kitchen 
concerns, to be told in conclusion, that they have nothing to 
do with the case. Had she borne with her the consciousness 
of guilt, what was to prevent her disposing of the soup in a 
thousand ways — throwing it into the fire, throwing it out 
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of the window, emptying it herself into the sewer, where no 
human power could have discovered it? Nothing. Yet, say 
the gentlemen, perceiving the force of this argument “but a 
portion of the soup tliat was taken into the parlor was pois- 
oned, and afterwards carried up to Mr. Chapman; and that 
which was brought down into the kitchen had not Ikhmi 
drugged.” This is ingenious; but it has no evidence to stand 
upon, and is self-destroyed. The only soup thrown out was 
the soup brought down. The soup that was thrown out is 
that to "which the death of the ducks has been attributed : and 
if that did not contain poison, how was the death of the un- 
fortunate ducks produced ? They talk of challenges ! I chal- 
lenge them to reconcile these conflicting hypotheses. 

Mr. Hellings and several other witnesses state that the. 
death of large flocks of young ducks is not unusual. That 
fish water, lime water, and various other matters, wdll pro- 
duce that result; and it deserves to Ik* reineiuber(*d that. Mr. 
Chapman having been recently engaged in building, large 
<iuantities of lime ivere scattered over his little domain, and 
perhaps that circumstance may reasonably account for the 
timeless fate of these almost unfledged trespassers. 

A word or two more, ere I take leave, of the ducks. I am not 
fond of quackery, which must account to you for a very brief 
obituary notice of thest* long lamented f|uaeks. On Monday 
morning, before the soup w^as made, three of Mr. Houtcher’s 
chickens rolled on their backs and died. On Tuesday after- 
noon, a whole day after the soup had been thrown into the 
acjueduct, the unsuspecting ducklings follnwiid their exam- 
ple; so that you perceive, the chickens died by aiilieipation 
and the ducks, forsooth, by rctrosp<*ctioii. They wen* all 
decently buried, no doubt, with becoming ceremonies; yet wc 
cannot but drop a passing tear of pity for tlieir fate, when 
we are told that their rights of sepulture have but y«*Hterday 
been barbarously invaded, and their canoniz<*d bones have 
burst their garments, and been produced as a sort of vturnento 
mori in this open court, for the purpose of corrupting the 
wholesome and heavenly atmosphere of justice. I can wish 
the prosecution, however, no worse fate, and they deserve 
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no better, in requital of this unhallowed deed, than to be 
daily haunted at the festive and convivial board, with the 
awful apparition of a brace of fat ducks. So shall they ever 
remember the history of this day’s error, and be taught a 
solemn and salutary lesson of becoming reverence for the 
departed. 

We have thus far contemplated the evidence of Ann Ban- 
torn in itself, and found it altogether too weak to sustain 
itself. What, then, shall become of it, when opposed to the 
resistless current from other quarters, that sets against, and 
overwhelms it. The little Lucretia, with a purity unsur- 
passed by the great original of that name, and with a beauty 
and simplicity that won all eyes and hearts, informs you that 
the soup in question was brought to her by her sister Mary, 
while she was attending at the bedside of her sick father, 
and that she gave it to him ; that the chicken was brought up 
at the same time; that he drank some of the soup, but ate 
heartily of the chicken; and not having had her dinner, at 
his r<?r|uest she joined him in both, and afterwards carried 
the little that remained into the kitchen, and placed it upon 
the table. What now becomes of the statement of Ann Ban- 
tom, that Mrs. C. brought down the ehicken and the soup? 
What now becomes of the notion of the learned counsel, that 
the portion of the soup that w'as givmi to Mr. Chapman was 
poisoned, and that that which was returned into the kitcheU 
was not the same? There can be no mistake in the time — 
it was on Monday, while the father was sick, and Ann Bantom 
in the kitchen. There can be no mistake in the circumstance 
— it was the only soup administered. There is no refuge left, 
therefore, to the prosecution, but to ground their arms, and 
march off at once, without flourish or trumpet or beat of 
drum. 

T come now, in almost the last place, to an analysis of 
Fanning. This eastern mountebank — this peddling book- 
seller — a fellow vending his salt-and-water physic, and his 
milk-and-water literatui’e through the land ; one of a wander- 
ing tribe, as numerous as the locusts of Egypt, and as great 
8 curse. He arrives at Andalusia, a beggar, with an empty 




LUCEETIA CHAPMAN 


357 


head, an empty heart, an empty stomach, and an empty sub- 
scription list ; and with the same generosity as was displayed 
in the reception of Lino, she charitably supplies all his wants. 
Her house is open to him, her table is spread for him. His 
list of subscribers enlarges daily, even bi>yond his hopes, under 
her fostering care, and in kind requital for all this, when 
by the death of her husband she was left without a protector 
or a friend, in a strange land, this viper, who had so long 
coiled in flow’ry ambush, deliberately attemfUs stinging her 
joys to death. He causes it to be ruinortHl through the neigh- 
borhood that he is the sacred depository of some dark and 
darkling mystery. He leaves word with Captain hlellroy 
that there were deadly doings in that house, and having left 
his address, desires to be sent for, if anything of importance 
should transpire. If he knew anything that Ins cons<-ienec 
forbade him to conceal, why did he not s[»eak out like a tnan 
— ^why shroud himself in the dunnest niystc-ry ? If In- knew 
nothing — and it appears he really did know nothing — why 
did he thus contribute to give wings to wild conjecture and 
unjust suspicion, against one who never harmed him? For 
the latter part of his cunning I could suggest a enusi*: He- 
ing about to depart for some remote part of the ITiiited 
States, and always having a crafty eye to busincMs. he dex- 
terously maneuvers to be conveniently recalled, and throw 
the expenses of his journey upon the broa«l shoulders of the 


Commonwealth. 

And now we have him here, was there ever a more ridic- 
ulous farce than that which he exhibits? He opens his p<*d- 
dler pack before this court and jury, and while eve ry man 
stands aghast, with the idea that, like Pamloras box, it will 
pour forth all kinds of evils to afflict the human race, lo. and 
behold, it presents an empty void I From the mom<-nt of this 
disclosure the flood of prejudice began to ebb; the thronged 
avenues to your court were literally deserted, and the ra- 
pacious hounds that pursued the defendant. cv«‘n here to 
her last refuge, with Blaney at their head, all lost^ the swnt 
of blood, and sneakingly, though reluctantly, relinr,ui8hed 


their prey. 
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Little, however, as is derived from Fanning, it may not 
be time unemployed — as he is the Magnus Apollo of the case 
— to take a bird's eye sketch of his testimony. He first in- 
trodueea himself, by referring to that period of time when 
Mrs. Chapman, her son William, Mina, and Mr. Ash, visited 
the city, and remained absent about three days. On the 
night of the second day, he says, Mr. Chapman was much 
agitated, and displayed a great deal of passion, declaring 
that he had had no peace since Mina came into his house, and 
swearing by the Deity .that he would shoot him. After all 
this storm of rage, however, according to his account, Mr. 
Chapman quietly and trancjuilly retires to his repose, leav- 
ing the witness, as a sort of Hesperian Dragon, to guard his 
honor during the soothing hours of slumber. What a mass 
of inconsistencies have we here, A husband, publishing to 
a comparative stranger, the story of his wife’s dishonor — 
raving this moment in all the torments of the damned, and 
the next, silently seeking the repose of his thorny pillow — 
the consolations of his violated bed. But the climax of this 
absurdity is the appointment of Fanning to stand watch and 
ward, and like night’s sentinel silence, to challenge every 
sound. This situation, however, was not active enough for 
the curious and prying disposition of Fanning, and he there- 
fore soon followed the example of his commander, and slept 
upon his post. 

The next day the plot thickens; the wanderers all return; 
the death of Mina’s sister is communicated; and Mr. Chap- 
man accompanying Mina into the parlor, instead of pro- 
nouncing him an impostor, as he had alleged him to be to 
Fanning — instead of blowing his brains out, as he had aw- 
fully threatened the night before — ^he takes a seat with him 
on the sofa, embraces him, mingles tear with tear, and as 
Fanning himself says, in the language of scripture, “mourned 
with the mourner.” This is not all; Mr. Chapman imme- 
diately writes to Messrs. Page and Watkinson, ordering them 
to prepare a splendid suit of black for his faithful friend, 
Don Lino, and to charge it to him. Nor does he stop here: 
even a few days before his sickness, he draws an order, in 
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his own proper hand, upon Mr. Passitt, and requests him 
to pay the balance of his account to his confidential agent 
Don Lino. And when you connect with these circumstances 
the tender epistle written by the deceased to the parents 
of this Don Lino, or Don Devil, you must inevitably arrive 
at one of two conclusions, either that Chapman was a mad- 
man, or Fanning a liar. 

T1i 6 pcddl6r, having after the seenes above n^ferred tc», 
absented himself for some da 3 % again returns a day or two 
before the close of his patron’s earthly eareer — namely, nii 
Monday morning, about 9 oVloek. With his eharaet eristic 
modesty, he makes his way immediately into the sick cham- 
ber, where he found the deeeasiMl, very ill, and vomiting ex- 
cessively; this, however, he afterwards ]»artially exphiins by 
saying, he made violent attempts at vomiting, but with little 
effect. The witness saw Mi*s. T., who re<|uested him not to 
communicate the condition of ]\Ir. C.’s lu^alth to his bndher’s 
family. On the night of the same day hv is desired by Mr. 
Chapman to remain with him — ^‘for,” said Mr. (*., “1 am 
very sick; when Don Lino is sick, all attention must be paid 
to him; but now I am sick, T am di'sfrted.” Uefon* 1 turn 
to other portions of the testimony, allow me to bestow a few 
remarks upon that to which 1 have thus adverleil. Finding 
the deceased very ill on Monday morning is, in tin* tr<*th of 
Ann Bantom’s testimony, w'ho stall's lie was iniieli better: you 
must decide between them. The ref|uest of Mrs. (Miapman 
that he would conceal the slate of her Inisbamrs health from 
his brother’s family, unexplained, would operatr against us. 
But we have shown you that there was an unhaj>py fraternal 
feud — that Mr. C. had not lieeii permitted to sei» bis brolhrr 
during that brother’s illness, and that in eoiiseipie?iei' thereof 
he had, on the very day ])reeeding tbr pi'ddh'r’s arrival, writ- 
ten to his pastor, and spoken to Mi\ Vamh'grift, to tin* effect of 
excluding his brother’s family from all participation in bis 
funeral rites. He knew' that his widow would be liable to re- 
proach for this, and therefore it was that In* thus publicly ex- 
culpated her. As to the complaints made by f'hapinan to Fan- 
ning of the attentions to Don Lino and the desiTtion of him- 
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self, uttered no doubt in the way of bitterness, even if Fanning 
speak gospel, how little are they to be depended upon. We all 
know the fretfulness, the whims, the caprice, attendant upon 
disease; we know that shortly after this period, Mr. C. was 
in a state of delirium — and it would be cruel in the extreme 
to permit his loose and scattering remarks, which owed all 
their prosperity to the ear of Fanning, to be visited against 
his absent and injured wife. 

It was said by the opening counsel for the proseeution, no 
doubt anticipating the support of Fanning’s evidence, that 
Mrs. Chapman drove her husband’s attendant from the room 
in his last hours ; that she refused to send for a physician ; and 
that she withheld from him the medieine prescribed. How 
ungenerous and unjust is such an imputation it will be for 
you to determine, after having heard the evidence upon which 
it is built. Ilow did she drive the attendant from him f Her 
house being a perfect hospital — ^her cook sick — ^Iklina laboring 
under his fits, either real or affected — ^her husband dying — 
she is even compelled to assail the sympathies of Ann Ban- 
tom, by describing her distresses, in order to induce her to 
remain. Whom did she drive from the room? Not Bishop, 
for he remained in attendance. If anybody, it must have 
been Fanning; and how did she expel him? She came into 
the chamber about 11 o’clock, where, finding Fanning, she 
expressed her obligations to him, and told him she would 
not trouble him to remain through the night; and this per- 
fectly simple and usual occurrence is distorted into a glaring 
circumstance of guilt. 

“I requested,” says Fanning, “to be allowed to go for a 
physician, again and again, and was refused by her.” What 
a cowardly concealment of the true state of facts do we here 
perceive. Dr. Phillips had been sent for on Saturday, visited 
Mr. C. on Sunday, was the family physician; and upon the 
cross-examination of Mr. Fanning, it appears that it was 
not Mrs. C. alone that declined sending for another physi- 
cian, but that it was also opposed by Mr. C., on the ground 
that it might offend Dr. Phillips. 

In regard to refusing, or omitting to give the deceased the 
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medicines prescribed. Dr Knight, who attended the patient 
four or five times, gives you no reason to believe it. I think 
he gave him some of the medicines himself. The prescription 
of Dr. Phillips w^as rigidly pursued, and wonderful to ivlute. 
forms part of the charge against us. Even Fanning admits 
salt and water was promptly administered; and yet, after 
all, as I have said, the argument is, that whtm anything is 
given it contains concealed poison ; and if nothing be given, 
it is an evidence of barbarity. 

In conclusion upon these points, I say, the >vhole eoui*se of 
the defendant’s deportment during those painful scenes was 
attentive, kind and wife-like. Dr. Knight, it is tnu*. thought 
she was not as much in the room as sln^ might have been: but 
Dr. Knight knew' but little of the helpless condition in which 
she was placed, and of the various avocations to whiidi she 
was reluctantly condemned. Dr. Phillips, on the contrary, 
whose evidence W'as a mcKlel of manliness and propriety, dis- 
tinctly informs you that the conduct of IVfrs. (1ui[nnaii was 
becoming and decorous; that as death approached, as they 
all re<iuired rest, he led her and the children out of the room ; 
that he retired also himself, desiring to 1 m* called if any 
change should take place; that he was called about 1 o’clock, 
and that Mrs. C. and the children surrounded tin* bi*d of the 
dying man at the moment of dissolution. After this all 
proper and becoming measures w'en* adopted for his inter- 
ment; matters W'ere managed in the usual way on smdi mel- 
ancholy occasions; the relatives and frimids of the departed 
were invited ; the curtain fell, and the last scene of this sad 
drama forever closed. 

The poat-mortem events, so far a.s they have not. been al- 
ready examined, remain to be briefly reviewe<l. Your pa- 
tience and my strength are nearly exhausted, and I therefore 
hasten to the termination of our mutual toil. 

The marriage with Lino, within a fortnight after her hus- 
band ’s decease is considered as a damning spot upon the 
escutcheon of this case. If the doctrine be true, that “none 
wed the second, but who kill the first,” we are indeed driven 
to despair, for the second marriagt? is unquestionable. But 
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I deny the doctrine; and although I admit that there was 
nothing to justify this unholy haste, there was, I allege, much 
to excuse it. The defendant was left with a large family, 
with limited and precarious means, and without a single 
friend tipon whom to rely in the hour of adversity and dis- 
tress. Up to this period of time, at least, she had every rea- 
son to believe in the representations of the destroyer. His 
stoiy was sustained by the information derived from the 
steward of Count Survilliers; it was further corroborated 
by his reception at the abode and at the table of the Mexican 
Consul; by the grateful expressions of Miss Bomana Cuesta 
in behalf of a distinguished though unhappy Mexican ; by the 
munificence of the stranger as exhibited by his will, the 
promise to allow six thousand dollars for bis instruction in 
the English language, the allegation of bis immense wealth, 
and that of his family. But above all, was it confirmed 
by the confidence manifestly reposed in him by her husband, 
as is clearly established by irrefragable documents, notwith- 
standing all that has been said or surmised by some of the 
witnesses in this case. Connecting with all these circum 
stances the declaration made to her by Mina, that it was the 
dying request of his friend that he would prove a protector 
to his widow and a father to his orphans ; his further decla- 
ration of his intention almost forthwith to return to Mexico; 
of the impossibility of their traveling except as husband and 
wife; of the customs of his own country in regard to dis- 
parity of age; of the importance of being so united, that 
his father, a proud Spaniard, should not be able to dissolve 
the bonds, or deny to her the advantages of survivorship, in 
case of his death ; of the gratitude which he felt towards one 
who had sheltered him in poverty and nursed him- in disease ; 
of his intention to bestow the place at Andalusia upon those 
relatives who were most dear to her — take, I say, all these 
combined influences into consideration, and then decide, if 
you can, that she was not infinitely more sinned against than 
sinning. 

It is perfectly true that, hearing as you have done, all 
these falsehoods exposed, it may excite some surprise that 
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they vrere not earlier detected. Hut we are to determiue 
upon her conduct with reference to what was actually n‘p- 
resented and believed, and not with regard to what subst'- 
quently took place. .It is the priWlege of but one K.ve, us 
has been said, to dive into futurity, and to lay open the dark 
recesses of the heart; she was human, and therefon* fallible; 
but there is a vast difference, in the eontemplatioji of this 
court, and of a higher court, betwwn human error and human 


crime. 

The marriage ceremony having been i>efforined at New 
York, on the fifth day of Jul.v, 1831, IMina returned to Anda- 
lusia, and the defendant, in pursuance of the previous ar- 
rangement, proceeded to Syracuse on a visit to her sister. 
Mrs. Green, the ob.iect of which was to ]>lace that sister in 
the possession of her establishment in this country, while 
she and her children accompanied her husband in the i)ro- 


jeeted voyage to Mexico. 

Several letters were written by her during her absence, 
which have bwn subjects of severe commentary on the part 
of the pros<‘cution. and which arc said to contain nothing 
but an expression of the wildest and most irregidar ]>asKions. 
It is not very easy to say exactly what shouhl be the char- 
acter of a hdter from a wife to a hn.sband ; it must depend 
very much upon circumstances— upon the age. constitution, 
temperament, and condition of the parties. T have rend those 
letters, private and confidential as they were, and you wdl 
have an opportunity of reading them : and T take leave to 
sav, that they exhibit nothing that is incompatible with the 
mwt entire purity of the heart, or with a judicious exercise 
of the faculties of the head. They were not intended for 
public exposure, and therefore, to us. who cannot enter pre- 
cisely into the feelings of the parties, they may apear ^me- 
what unreasonable and extravagant. But test them, if you 
please, by letters which you have either written 
in a aimilar relatfon. and yon *111 al on» J 

are noiflier eitraordinary nor rMnarkaWr. H lo P"*'- 
logo married Ufe to opoak and to amt. 

own oiporionoe will lo mdUciont to wrtody yoo, tlot in 
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this instance that privilege has not been carried by the de- 
fendant, to a licentious or culpable extreme. 

There is one letter, however, written by the defendant to 
Mina, while at Washington, which is said to contain at least 
an ^(imvocal passage, and to afford ground for the belief, in 
the language of the opposite counsel, “that all was not per- 
fectly right.” In pacing to the consideration of that clause, 
we must be allowed to premise, that it is not sufficient, that 
all was not perfectly right ; .it is incumbent upon the pros- 
ecution to show to your satisfaction that all was perfectly 
wrong. 1 agree that all was not perfectly right. It was not 
right that she should marry within a little month after her 
husband’s decease. It was not right that Mina should sell 
her jewels, her plate, her horses and her carriage, or that 
he should give away the trank and books of her deceased 
husband. It was not right that he should take two ladies to 
the United States Ilotel, and that, remaining there with them, 
he should pay their expenses and his own out of his wife’s 
honest earnings. It was jiot right that he should squander 
her means in the journey to Baltimore, under the false pro- 
fession that it was for the purpose of obtaining a legacy of 
forty-five thousand dollars, left by his friend Casanova; and 
it was manifestly wrong that he should practice all sorts of 
frauds and falsehoods upon this unsuspecting woman during 
his absence. I agree, therefore, as I have said, that all was 
not right ; but I deny that writing under the influences fairly 
attributable to these manifold outrages, this clause referred 
to in her letter, is to be considered as an evidence of her hav- 
ing aided in the destruction of the deceased. 

It is a well settled principle in criminal jurisprudence, and 
it cannot be too strongl.v borne in mind, that where the acts 
or language of men admit cquall.v of opposite interpretations, 
that construction shall be adopted which is most fa- 
vorable to innocence. With the benefit of these im- 
pressions, let us turn to the objectionable paragraphs. 
I quote it from memory, and shall willingly submit 
to correction, if I quote it erroneously. “When I reflect, 
Mina, I am constrained to acknowledge, I cannot bdieve 
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that God will suffer either you or me ever to be happy on 
this side of the grave.” Was not refleetion upon the events 
just referred to entirely sufficient to induce these expreasious, 
without imagining the perpetration of an offense so heinous 
as that charged against the prisoner? Sthe had been im- 
prudent; she had been imposed upon; she had been impov- 
erished, together with her children, to whom she was ten- 
derly attaclied. And if this were not a state of eirciinistances 
calculated to produce such a ivflcetinn, I am utterly at a 
loss to conceive what would be. On this side of the grave in- 
dicates worldly suffering for worldly indiscn‘tion. If she 
had been guilty of the imputed crime, her fears would not 
have fallen short of that punishment which awaits the wicked 
beyond the grave. 

Taking these letters all together, and carefully perusing 
them, nothing can be found inconsistent with tins conscious- 
ness of innocence. Can you suppose, if this woman had com- 
mitted so odious and hateful a crime as that imputed, writing 
as she did, under the sanctity of a seal, and to her partner 
in inicpiity, she never would have allowed a single word to 
escape her in which the lynx eye of the prosecution could per- 
ceive a semblance of guilty remorse or timidity. If we an* 
determined to suspect crime first, and then to distort and 
pervert everything to the support of that suspicion, no man, 
innocent or otherwise, can escaiMj punishment. I d<*fy the 
counsel, with all their learning, skill and accuracy, to write 
a letter upon any subject, in which I cannot detect, being 
suspiciously disposed, either an intention to conceal some 
motive that they entertain, or a disposition to convey some 
idea that they do not. If their composition be loose, it will 
be indefinite and equivocal, and admit of a vast variety of 
constructions. If it be terse and precise, we may plausibly 
infer, from that very terseness , and precision, that they arc 
anxious to guard themselves against the disclosure of some 

lurking motive. /-■ , i 

In reference to the letter written from Erie to^ Colonel 
Cuesta, I have but a remark or two to make, carrying with 
me the benefit of those observations upon the previous cor- 
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respondence. That letter, be it remembered, was written 
several months after her departure from Andalusia. It con- 
tains this passage: “When I reflect that it is possible that 
my dear husband died of poison, and that I myself am sus- 
pected of being an accomplice, I am shocked, T am para- 
lyzed.” Now, says the opposite counsel, “why should she 
dream of being suspected?” I answer, for the most obvious 
“reason; because the public journals throughout the United 
States, to which she undoubtedly had reference, uttered noth- 
ing but the moat malevolent and unfounded reports of her 
participation in this crime. She must have closed her eyes, 
her ears, and her understanding, against every passing wind, 
if she had not discovered, long ere the date of that letter, the 
weight of obloquy and suspicion that was heaped upon, and 
crushed her. 

In the same letter she mentions, among various other mat- 
ters, the inferences that may be drawn from her unfortunate 
flight, and although that subject is not now pntsentocl in the 
exact order of time, I perhaps cannot do b(*tter than briefly 
consider and dispose of it. 

The reasons which she herself gives for abandoning the 
protection of her household gods, and temporarily deserting 
her children for the purpose of avoiding the violence of the 
gathering storm are such as to carry conviction of their truth 
to every bosom. She was the teacher, and had iTcen for years, 
of a large and highly respectable seminary; her reputation 
was her stock in trade; exposure was but another word for 
death ; that she should shrink from it, therefore, was natural 
— ^was excusable. That she contemplated but a temporary 
absence, is plain from her conversation with Mrs. Smith, from 
her communication to Justice Barker, at the time of drawing 
up the power of attorney, and from the situation in which 
she permitted her family to remain. 

But two matters remain, ere I surrender this cause to yon. 
The flrst is the state of things a few days after the funeral ; 
and the second, the interview between Mr. Recorder Mcllvainc 
and the defendant. Let us take them in their order. 

Mrs. Smith, who is a lady in every sense of the word, called 
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at Andalusia, I tliink the day after the funeral. Mrs. Chap- 
nuiii, apologizing for the want of servants, answered the 
door herself. She was dressed in black, with a white turban 
bearing a lilac border; and this little matter struck Mrs. 
Smith with some surprise; I really don’t know why. Grief 
displays itself very differently in different persons, and in 
different circumstances. If is not in “customary suits of 
solemn black alone that the heart exhibits its afflictions. Many 
of the gentlemen whom I have now tlu‘ honor to address for 
the first, and perhajis for the last time, are disbelievc^rs in 
external mourning; and whether they were or were rmt, they 
would hardly convict a lady of murder, from the color of her 
turban. Bely upon it, if she had bec‘n the wicki‘d thing tlu*y 
would make of her, there would have been no defieit'ncy in 
what may be called dramatic effect; her error would have 
been in excess; like tlie Ephesian dame, she would have swept 
the very earth with her widowf‘d weeds, and veiled her face 
in sorrow. Her dress was not affected, her agonies were not 
eloquent, but they were not the less poigmnit or sincere; 

"The grief that ciuiiiol speak, 

Wliisjiers <he oVrfranghl heart, and bids if lm*nk.” 

There was one expression, however, of hers which breathed 
volumes— that rather escaped from the laboring soul than 
was uttered by it — that was a<ldrcss(-d to no one, tliough in 
the presence of Mrs. Smith — and that sounded like the knell 
of departed hope; departed, never to return. ( astiiig her 
eye involuntarily uimii the heavens, she exclaimed, ifi » 
and subdued voice— “The sun— the sun— looks ghumiy.'’ This 
.simple touch of nature unfolded more, much more, than all 
the studied forms and ceremonies of woe. 

Again : Mrs. Smith, though surprised at first, mu.st have 
been entirely reconeiled to her deportment, as she at that 
time placed ‘her child under the care of the defendant, and 
shortly after took up her own residence, and that of her hus- 
band, under this very roof. I will not weaken these facte by 
bestowing upon them a single comment. 

On the afternoon of the 29th day of August, the Recorder, 
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accompanied by High Constable Blaney and Mr. Beeside, 
waited upon Mrs. Chapman at her house. The object, as it 
is stated, was to discover traces of Mina, with reference to 
his impositions, malpractices and forgeries, while at Wadi- 
ington. Mrs. Chapman, at the time of their arrival, was at 
church, with her sister, but shortly returned; and the Be* 
corder being invited into the parlor, immediately communi- 
cated the purpose of his visit. He knew nothing at this time 
of her second marriage, and therefore much of her conduct, 
which with that knowledge he would have easily understood, 
appeared to this intelligent gentleman to be extraordinary. 
He spoke of Mina’s characteiv— of his falsehoods, of his frauds 
— and inquired whether she herself had not been plundered 
and despoiled by him. She hesitated, and denied it — ^until 
her letter, which had been intercepted, was produced, re- 
counting a long catalogue of injuries to which she had been 
subjected. She even then rather appeared to evade or to exten- 
uate the evils which she had suffered. But will you here 
allow me to inquire what course riie should have pursued? 
Irrevocably wedded to a felon — ^the officers of justice upon 
his crime-covered track — ^was she to join in the general cry 
— ^was she to hunt down one to whom, bad as he was, she had 
plighted her faith f She gave no other information than was 
sitorted from her — and I openly rejoice that she did not. 
Fidelity is the brightest jewel that adorns the female char- 
acter; it is the last that woman loses — and it would have 
been an eternal reproach to her sex — ^it would have been 
perdition to her, when her vile husband’s fate was poised 
before her, if the whole police of the city, with all their 
mental racks and tortures, could have extracted from her 
heaving bosom, a single groan to guess at. Had she then be- 
trayed Mina, infamous and abandoned as he was, it would 
have supplied to the prosecution the most unanswerable ar- 
gument of her previous guilt : to betray or destroy is but the 
same principle, differently developed. 

Still not knowing the marriage, the Becorder proceeded, 
fixing his keen and inquisitorial eye upon her at the same 
time, to inquire whether she had any reason to believe that 
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Mina had contributed to the death of her husband. She 
changed color — ^her face assumed a livid hue — and she ap> 
peared for a moment as if she would have sunk to earth. She 
recovers, however, and replies— No— he was his faithful 
friend; I cannot think it possible he should do anything so 
diabolical!” And yet it is thought this is not a becoming 
expression of surprise. According to my experience in human 
nature, it at once expressed surprise, doubt, affection, horror, 
and all the violent and conflicting emotions which the rpies* 
tion was so eminently calculated to excite. But whether it 
did or not, we do not sit here to decide upon comparative 
strength of nerve — upon the various results on various indi- 
viduals, of sudden and unexpected shocks — ^upon the change 
of the complexion — or the still more variable forms of pas- 
sion or expression, depending as often for their character, 
upon the mind of the observer, as upon that of the observed. 
Mr. Phillips, in his valuable essay upon the th»‘ory of pre- 
sumptive proof, speaking in reference to the celebrated case 
of Captain Donnellan, .in which it was alleged that the de- 
fendant displayed more uneasiness than was even natural to 
one in his situation, makes these appropriate n'marks; "It 
is a delicate thing to decide this question; it is a nice thing 
to flx the standard of human feelings, and to say what de- 
gree of perturbation an individual already branded with 
guilt or conviction, shall feel, when placed in circumstances 
which make him to be suspected of a capital crime. Law- 
yers, and those accustomed to si^e and advise with persons 
in that unfortunate predicament, can only tell (he terrible 
apprehension that everyone ft«1s at the idea of being brought 
to a public trial ; it is altogether a new view of human na- 
ture, and we seldom estimate rightly, feelings which wc liave 
never experienced, nor expect to experience in our own p<!r- 
sons, nor have witnessed in those of others; 

To thee no reason ! ^ 

Who good has only known, and evil lias not proved.’ ' 

But I go further than Mr. Phillips, and utterly deny even 
the competency of those who, from their office, are in the 



370 


YI AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


habitual community with (tuilt, to decide from the expression 
of the face or the features, upon the impulses of the heart. 
Nay, more than this, their very knowledge of the worst part of 
mankind,^ with whom they are so frequently brought into 
contact, imbues the mind with jaundiced and unfavorable 
impressions of our nature, and leads them to detect a felon 
in every face— if you are bold, it is the hardihood of con- 
firmed guilt — ^if you are fearful, it is the timidity of crime. 
I do not mean to say that every judge of a criminal court 
may become a Jeffreys, because, thank heaven, at this day 
the moral infiuence of public opinion provides a salutary 
restraint; but I do mean to say that whatever may be the 
theory of our rights, experience abundantly instructs us, that 
the moment a charge is preferred against an individual, he 
btrars the stamp of Cain upon his brow, and inverting the 
best principal in criminal jurisprudence, he is almost uni- 
formly considered to be guilty, till his innocence shall be 
established; and perhaps even afterwards. In these remarks 
no one can suppose that I speak in reference to any individ- 
ual, much less to the highly respectable and amiable Recorder, 
for whom I entertain the sincerest personal and professional 
regard. I speak to human nature and common experience, 
and I do it the more confidently, as I acknowledge ray own 
liability to the infiuence I thus deprecate. 

In further illustration of this doctrine, I need only advert 
to the case introduced by my learned and eloquent colleague, 
of the unfortunate Thomas Harris, as reported in Phillips. 
In that case, though the defendant was utterly innocent, the 
fact of his changing color and appearing confused was re- 
lied upon as a strong, if not conclusive evidence of crime; 
yet that very confusion was produced, partly from the con- 
sciousness that the fact referred to might operate against 
him, and partly from the shame incident to a disclosure of 
his avarice. If, therefore, different causes entirely consistent 
with innocence of the particular charge, may create shame 
and consternation — and if sufficient independent causes can 
be shown, as in the present instance, how obviously unjust 
must it bo, that it should be construed into evidence of the 
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imputed crime. It is like the attempt made by the prosecu- 
tion ill respect to the s^'mptoms of the deceased, inferring, 
as they have done, an existence of poison, from indications 
of disease, which were altogether consistent with other, and 
natural causes. 

As to the evidence of Blaney, but little need be said. It 
would rather seem, from what he says, tliat Mrs. Chapman 
apprized him of the direction of Mina's journey — ^though the 
Recorder does not mention it — as Blaney, it seems, soon after 
this conversation, w'rote to Boston, and succeeded in arrest- 
ing the offender. But I protest, once for all, against the tes- 
timony of such men as Blaney, whether for or against us. 
He is a police officer, speaking from police reports, or rather 
from the report of Mr. McClean, who was lierc, and did not 
condescend to lend his support to the Commonwealth. It 
is the business of a constable to suspect. — and no one can es- 
cape him; carrying, as he always does, suspicion in one eye, 
and a search warrant in the other. 

Thus, Gentlemen of the Jury, have I attempted showing, 
in the first place, that no poison was administered; and in 
the second place, that at all events, it was not administered 
by this defendant; either of which is sufficient for the pur- 
poses of the present case. If the defendant be innocent, it 
is not for me to show w-ho may be guilty — that is the business 
of the prosecution. It can impart no gratification to me 
wantonly to travel out of the strict line of my duty, to load, 
or trample upon a fallen fellow creature. 

In conclusion, allow me to observe, that to those who have 
been engaged in this discussion, and to those wdio shall be 
engaged in the determination of the present question, this 
matter of life or death may be a subj<*ct of utter imlifference 
and contempt, inasmuch as it is contemplated in relation 
to others. Clothed in our own* imaginary infallibility, what 
sympathy can be expected from ns, by that insulated. hapVss 
being, upon whom our irrevocable d«*eree is about to be pro- 
nounced. Sympathy is ever the offspring of a common lia- 
bility to evil, or susceptibility of good ; and what penalty do 
you fear, or what privilege do you enjoy, in common with 
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an individual who is presented before you, suspected and ac- 
cused of the most horrible of crimes. The very circumstance 
of her being placed at that bar is calculated to provoke in- 
voluntaiy prejudice, and however we may be taught that both 
justice and mercy should incline ns to the belief of innocence 
while passing upon the fate of a human being, until guilt be 
unquestionable — experience, as I have already intimated, fre- 
quently establishes a widely different practice. 

The law tells us — ^nature tells us — and humanity abun- 
dantly instructs us, that whenever a prisoner stands charged 
with an offense, and such an offense, instead of substituting 
the busy rumor, the misty moonshine of malice or prejudice, 
for the meridian light and fullness of truth, we should pa- 
tiently await the disclosure of facts which the evidence itself, 
and the evidence only, can legitimately disclose ; thereby plac- 
ing our verdict upon a substantial foundation which, here- 
after, in the hour of deliberate and calm reflection, may re- 
main Arm and unshaken. Pause, now while the opportunity 
is afforded — now, ere it be too late — now, while reflection 
comes with healing on its wing. Hereafter years and floods 
of penitence and remorse can never obliterate or wash away 
the consequences of an error which seals forever, and irre- 
trievably, the defendant's melancholy doom. Considerations 
of this kind “all plead, like angels, trumpet tongued, in her 
behalf, and might almost persuade Justice to break her 
sword.” 

The charge in the indictment is most horrible and atro- 
cious, it is true — a husband’s murder! The strength of the 
testimony should be proportionate to its enormity. It can 
never diminirii the horror of the charge, that the innocent 
should suffer. The defendant, nevertheless, bows submissively 
to your pleasure ; if such be your terrible decree, let the axe 
fall ; consign her to an ignominious grave and her children to 
pitiless orphanage. Return then to your own domestic cir- 
cle — ^to your own flresides; and, surrounded by your partners 
and your offspring, recall and relate the lamentable occur- 
rences of this day’s trial; tell them that the popular damor 
was too loud and too general to be escaped — the popular 
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prejudice too powerful to be resisted; tell them, that under 
those influences you have consigned a mother to a timeless 
^ave, and her children to endless ruin; and thereby give 
them to understand how frail and feeble is the tenure of 
human happiness — ^human character — and human life. 

I have now done, Gentlemen of the Jury, and the future 
destinies of the prisoner arc eonunitted to your charfu*. For 
herself, conscious as she is, of her oum innoeence, and ad- 
vanced as she is in life, she feels comparativtdy but little. 
But you will pardon a sister’s — and a daughter’s — and, above 
all, a mother’s emotions, while confronting that awful tribu- 
nal, upon whose stern sentence must depend not only her own 
prospects, so far as they remain to her — not only her own 
existence— but, as I have said, the hopes and very existence 
of those, to her more prt^eious far than life. To your hands, 
however, we confidently resign her. You are the ministers 
of the law— the standard-bearers of justice— and she feels 
assured you will sustain the balance, with a firm and unwaver- 
ing hand— let which scale may preponderate. 

My duty is at last discharged— feebly and iini)erfeetly, I 
acknowledge; but as fully as my health and limited abilities 
will allow. It remains for .you to ftilfil .vours. In doing so, 
let not, I again beseech you, the client suffer for the faults 
and deficiencies of her counsel; hut generously incline your 
ear to the pleadings of your hearts, atul ever bear in d«>ar 
and sacred remembrance that “mercy is twice blcssed-it 
blesses them that give, and them that take. 


MR. BOSS, FOR THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Mr. Ross : Gentlemen of the Jury-lt Is^comes my duty, as 
the prosecuting officer of this County, to conclude this cause 
on the part of the Commonwealth. The important facts of 
the ease have already been ably and elaborately commented 
upon by my colleague; and it therefore will be 
for me to consume much more of your time in discharging the 
sacred trust which has been confided to me. I am well aware of 
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the responsibility under which I act, and of the painful and un- 
pleasant duty which is imposed upon me. The highest crime 
known to the law of the land has been committed — a murder of 
the deepest and blackest dye has been perpetrated, and I ap- 
pear before you as the representative of the Commonwealth, 
to ask in her name, that the perpetrator of this horrid deed be 
surrendered, in order that she may expiate by her life, the 
crime which has been committed. Such is the solemn and 
interesting duty which my official situation has imposed upon 
me; and in the performance of which, I shall be governed 
solely by what I believe the public justice of the country may 
require. 

Much has been said by my learned friends on other side of 
the “fury” of the prosecution, and of the spirit and the 
manner in which it has been conducted. I appeal to your 
Honors on the bench, and to yon, Qentlemen of the Jury, 
whether the counsel for the prisoner, in their zeal to defend 
their client, have not made an attack upon the prosecution 
as unjustifiable as it was ungenerous. In what instance has 
this “fury” been manifested? In what instance has this 
prosecution been pressed beyond the strict line of public duty? 
Nay, have we not, with the most tender and sacred regard for 
the interests of the prisoner, conceded to her every benefit, 
and extended to her every indulgence which either her coun- 
sel or herself had any right to expect ? Look, for a moment, 
at the mass of testimony which has been adduced in evidence 
(a great part of which having no relevancy to the matter in 
issue), and ask yourselves whether we have not shown every 
disposition, consistent with our duty to the Commonwealth, 
to enable the prisoner to establish her innocence. In the 
honesty and sincerity of my heart, I can truly say that I 
would have rejoiced, not only for the honor of human nature, 
but for the sake of those innocent and helpless children, if, 
in the course of this investigation, one ray of light had shed 
its cheering and brightening influence upon the dark and 
gloomy picture, which has been presented to our view. Who 
would not hail with pleasure the return. of the prisoner at 
the bar to the bosom of her family, with a character un- 
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tainted and untouched by the dark suspicion of a crime ao 
unnatural as treason to her husband — ^to her children — and 
to her Ghxl f Who, indeed, would not rejoice to see, not only 
innocence established, but' life saved? Certainly, no one. 
It is true that I appear as the counsel for the Commonwealth ; 
but I stand before you with the same independence of action 
which any other individual of this community enjoys — nei- 
ther incited by feelings of malice, nor influenct'd by the hop<i 
of reward. Never will I raise my voice in support of a pros- 
ecution which I believe to be iniquitous or unjust. Never 
will I ask for a verdict of conviction when, after malnre ami 
solemn deliberation, I could not lay ray hand ui»on my heart, 
and pronounce a similar verdict of guilty. 1 would not plant 
a thorn in my breast, tliere to fester, and to rankle, and cor- 
rode the peace and happiness of my existence, by iH-eoining 
the advocate of injustice, and the oj)i)reHsor of the imiw^ent. 
But I would prove «*<iually faithless to my trust, and recreant 
to the cause of justice, if I shrunk from the painful duty of 
enforcing the rights of the Commonwealth, when her laws 
w’ere violated, and the blood of a peaceable and unoflFending 
citizen cried aloud for vengeance!. Thus influenced. I can 
assure the counsel for the prisoner Hint I shall neither be 
deterred by their censure, nor s«*dueed by their clo<|uenc«, 
from a conscientious discharge of the important duty which 


remains to be fulfilled. 

The duty. Gentlemen, which you ani callwl upon to dis- 
charge, is equally solemn and equally responsible. It is a 
duty, however, w'hich your country — which the safety nay, 
the very existence of society, reipiire of you j and for the faith^ 
ful performance of which you must answer to your God and 
your own consciences. The fate of the prisoner at the bar is 
placed in your hands. You aiv not only the arbiter.s of al 
she holds dear and sacred in this world, but you art> invested 
to a certain extent with the power of di-ciding upon her life 
or death. Can I therefore urge upon you a stronger motive 
for dismissing from your delibmations every feeling of preju- 
dice and of excitement, which this case may have ,jro< lueed 
in the public mind? God forbid that your verdict should be 
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in the slightest degree influenced by your prejudices. Re- 
member that the ground upon which you stand is holy; and 
that the moment you passed the threshold of this sanctuary 
of justice* an impartial administration of your duty required 
a sacrifice at its altar, of every passion, or feding of excite- 
ment, which you may have heretofore imbibed. The life, 
the liberty, the reputation and the property of each one of 
ui^ depend upon jurors being uninfluenced by any considera- 
tions, and unbiased by any impressions, but the unerring 
voice of truth and of law. I feel confident, gentlemen, that in 
making up your verdict in this case, you will be gfovemed 
entirely by the evidence which has been laid before you, and 
that you will not be affected “by the storm and whirlwind of 
prejudice,’’ which the fertile imagination of the prisoner’s 
counsel has created; and about which so much has been said 
in order to warn you of the danger of its infusing itself into 
your deliberations. No one can be more anxious than myself 
to guard you against even the probability of prejudice. The 
counsel for the accused have indeed evinced an extraordinary 
degree of sensibility in relation to this matter. The great 
crowd which has thronged this building during the progress 
of the trial, and the eager curiosity which has been mani- 
fested to listen to its details, have been seized upon as a theme 
for comment and for animadversion. My friend, Mr. McCall, 
has told 3’ou that it was “a shame upon human nature, that 
man could thus feed his soul with his brother’s guilt;’’ and 
that it was evident from this assemblage of people that the 
cry of blood had been raised, and that the public mind de- 
manded another victim to be offered up as a periodical sac- 
rifice to public policy. Gentlemen, it is true that this case 
has produced the most intense and lively interest in every 
section of the country. It is true that its enormity, and its 
unparalleled atrocity, have produced a shock which has vi- 
brated throughout the whole communily. It is true that the 
issue of the trial is looked for, not only here, but everywhere, 
with an anxiety which has seldom been equalled. But it is 
not true, that we are surrounded by a pack of blobd-hounds 
thirsting for the life of the prisoner, and ready to leap upon 
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their prey. The excitement exists, not against the accused, 
but against the crime. It is to hear and ascertain the truth, 
but not to sacrifice the innocent and the guiltless. Can, in* 
deed, this excitement, thus created, be a matter of surprise t 
Is it not honorable to human nature, as well as to the com- 
munity in which we live, that a deep sensation should be felt, 
when the life of a fellow lM>ing has bt^en thus basely and 
treacherously destroyed? Remember, that it is no ordinary 
case of homicide, which you are now investigating. It is 
not the case of a murder perpetrated under the influence of 
intoxication ; or of excited and angry passions ; or where one, 
in order to gratify feelings of avarice, or of revenge, plunges 
a dagger to the heart of his unfortunate victim. But, on the 
contrary, it is a ease where a wife has deliberately conspired 
against the life of her husband, and has thus become the 
murderess of the fatlu*r of her children, and the destroyer 
of him whom she should have comforted and sustained. It 
is, indeed, a “most foul, strange and unnatural murder,” and 
one which calls loudly for the avenging hand of retributive 
justice. The finger of Providence is plainly visible in bring- 
ing to light this deed of darkness. Notwithstanding the se- 
crecy with which this crime was committed, and the length 
of time which elapsed before even a suspicion was awakened, 
it is now presented to your view, disrobed of its mystery, 
and in all the naked deformity of guilt, so horrid and so de- 
testable, and without one palliating circumstance to screen 
the perpetrator from the awful punishment which the law 


prescribes.® 
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to reject all the other evidence, and to rest the case upon the 
proof of the illicit intercourse — ^the arrangements which were 
made to go to Mexico~-the purchase of the arsenic by Mina 
on the 16th of June — ^the sickness of Mr. Chapman on the 
17th — ^the marriage on the 5th of July following with the 
person who had just purchased the poison — and on the proof 
of the sudden flight of the prisoner, upon the flrst whisperings 
of suspicion. If these circumstances alone he not sufflcient 
to satisfy you of her guilt, I tremble for the security of our 
lives, and for the safety of the community. Be not deceived 
by the supposition that Mina will be convicted, and that the 
sacriflce of his life will be a sufficient expiatory offering to 
the violated laws of the Commonwealth. The conviction of 
Mina depends, in a great measure, upon the verdict which 
you may render in this case. It is indeed extremely doubtful 
from the evidence now in our possession, whether Mina be 
not merely an accessory to this murderous deed ; and if so, he 
never can he convicted until Mrs. Chapman, the principal, 
has been found guilty. The only question, however, for your 
consideration is, whether the defendant, now upon her trial, 
has committed the crime for which she stands indicted. Ton 
violate your oaths the moment that you suffer yourselves to 
be operated iipon by the consequences of your verdict, or 
by any of the affecting circumstances which the eloquence of 
the prisoner’s counsel have so vividly portrayed. You may 
feel for these little children, whose father is murdered, and 
whose mother’s life you are called upon to sacriflce — ^nay, 
you may even commiserate the awful situation of the wretched 
and unfortunate prisoner herself — ^but you must he governed 
in your decision by the law and the facts, as they have been 
proved; and if there be anything in the case which should 
prevent the sentence from being carried into execution, a 
recommendation to mercy from the Jury who convicts, will 
always be received by the executive with respect, and be en- 
titled to the highest consideration. 

Remember, that it requires no stronger evidence to convict 
of an offense which is capitally punished than it does where 
the penalty of the crime is merely an imprisonment for a 
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term of years — ^you must be equally satisfied in the one ease 
as in the other. If, therefore, you slionld dei?m the evidenee 
which we have laid before you snfiieient to conviet her of an 
offense not capital, you are bound by the affirmations which 
you have taken — ^by your duty to the government which exer- 
cises its fostering and parental eanf over each one of us — 
and by eveiy law both human and divim* — ^to render in this 
case a verdict of guilty. As yon n'ganl the safety of your 
own offspring — as you value the security of civil government, 
pause, I beseech you, ere you suffer your minds to bt* influ- 
enced by any doubts which you may entertain as to the pro- 
priety of capital punishment. The law of yonr (’n*ator tells 
you that “ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a mur- 
derer, who is guilty of death, but h«“ shall sandy la* put to 
^eath — for the land eannot be eleansi'd of the blo<Kl that is 
shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it.” Tn this 
ease it is the blood of a husband— of a father which has been 
shed — and shed, too, under circumstances so appalling and 
so unnatural ! She in whom the trust was gnmtest has Is*- 
eome the assassinating wife, and the destroyer of her chil- 
dren’s father. And what benefit has she derived? Has she 
obtained wealth, or rank, or power, or happiness? No. gi*n- 
tlemen — ^bnt she has become the bride of a convicted felon, 
an outcast of society, and the curse of his race— she has gained 
a niche in the temple of infamy — she has inscrihi'd her name 
upon the darkest pag<* of guilt which the volume o man s 
crime unfolds— she has become not only the outcast of virtue, 
of peace, and of fame, hut whatever may be your verdict, 
she will be the shame of her children, and hcT children s 
children, in each succeeding generation, until oblivion shall 
have wiped her name from the scroll of time. 

I commit the ease to your hands, confident that you wi 1 
render such a verdict as the public justice of the country may 


require. 

THE JUDGE’S CHARGE. 


Judge Pox: Gentlemen of the Jury-If, from any cauM, 
even the slightest prejudice existed in your minds against the 
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prisoner at the bar before the solemn duty which you are 
now performing was imposed upon you, I am sure that you 
have divested yourselves wholly of it, and that you are pre- 
pared tp investigate and determine the cause upon the evi- 
dence before yon. 

It did not need the exhibition of her poor little children 
to awaken our attention to the cause, or excite our compas- 
sion for the situation of the prisoner. The facts which are 
proved, and which must govern the decision, are of a char- 
acter so extraordinaiy as necessarily to arouse our minds to 
the keenest regard to the deductions to be drawn from them 
— and whether the miserable state to which she is now reduced 
be the offspring of her follies, as she herself alleges, or of the 
most shocking of all crimes, as is the allegation of the pros- 
ecution, it is impossible to regard her terrible condition with- 
out deep commiseration. But for us this is no question of 
feeling. A duty is prescribed by the law, and we are not at 
liberty to indulge any sentiment inconsistent with its strict 
performance. Let us then seriously incline our minds to the 
most careful investigation of the grave matters in proof 
before us, that we may be enabled conscientiouidy to perform 
the solemn duties enjoined upon us. 

But, although we may not suffer sentiments of mere com- 
passion for the prisoner at all to influence us in our exami- 
nation of the cause, yet we are bound to approach it with 
hearts mercifully inclined, because, in a very important sense, 
mercy is a part of the law. You must start with the legal 
presumption that the prisoner is innocent, and that presump- 
tion must continue until her guilt is satisfactorily proved. 
This is the legal right of the prisoner. It depends not on 
the circumstances of any particular case, but is the common 
right of every one accused of a crime. The law covers the 
prisoner all over with an armor that can only be pierced 
proof of guilt. It matters nothing, therefore, what rumors 
you may have heard, what publications yon may have read, 
what suspicions you have entertained, or even what opinions 
you miay have formed, in relation to the prisoner, before you 
were sworn in the cause. The law declares her innocent, un- 
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leas the proof you have heard on lier trial aatisfiits you of 
her guilt. 

The mild spirit of our institutions has abolishetl capital 
punishments in every case except that of wilful, delibt'rate 
and premeditated murder. The Commonwealth does not seek 
blood. She unwillingly receives the victim from the hands 
of justice and,' when the sacriflee is demanded, the whole 
community is horror-struck. There is not much danger, there- 
fore, in Pennsylvania, of unjustifiable convictions in capital 
cases. Indeed the belief is, that even where the facts demand 
it, it is almost impossible to procure a capital conviction. 
Yet, I will say, I have never known a verdict of aci|uittal 
which I did not think justified by the evidence, although I 
may have believed that it would have warraiitcHl conviction. 

Much has been said upon the evidence in this cause, as 
being presumptive, and not din^et or positive; and many 
cases have been read and cited, showing the conviction and 
execution of persons in England of capital felonies, whose 
innocence afterwards was made apparent. These arguments, 
and these cases, only prove, that all human evidence, whatever 
be its character, positive or pn'sumptive, like everything that 
partakes of mortality, is fallible. Infallibility belongs to Om- 
niscience alone. We must use human evidence for the purpose 
of arriving at any conclusion whatever, respecting u question 
of fact. If the mind is fully satisfied, we must act upon such 
conviction, although, from the uncertainty of all mortal af- 
fairs, mistakes may be possible; otherwise the business of the 
world must stand still. The mind may be as completely con- 
vinced by presumptive as by positive evidence, and possibly 
may not arrive at the truth from either. Many cases might 
be supposed in which presumptive evidence would be more 
satisfactory than some degree of positive; for there are as 
many degrees of positive evidence as there are shades of 
character anmng mankind. Suppose two witnesses were to 
charge a man with murder, and swear positively that they 
saw him commit it. This would be positive evidence. Sup- 
pose, in his defense, he should prove that these witnesses 
were so infamous that no reliance could be placed upon their 
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oaths — ^that he himself was a man of the most upright char- 
acter — ^that he had no reason whatever to destroy the person 
murdered, but that every motive of feeling and interest would 
probably induce him to preserve his life. Suppose it to he 
further apparent that the witnesses themselves would derive 
great benefit from the death of the person murdered, and from 
that of the person they had charged — ^that there were many 
circumstances to induce strong suspicions that they were the 
real murderers. This defense would be presumptive evidence, 
but it is manifest that it would overturn that which was pos- 
itive. The true question, therefore, is not what is the kind 
of evidence in this cause, but it is what is the result of it in 
your mands. If it has failed to satisfy you of the guilt of 
the prisoner — if your minds are not convinced — if they vacil- 
late and remain in doubt as to this question, you must acquit 
her, be the character of the evidence what it may, positive 
or presumptive, because the law regards her as innocent, so 
long as you have reasonable doubt of her guilt. But if the 
result of the whole evidence in the cause satisfies you that she 
is guilty — ^if you are convinced of that fact — ^if no reasonable 
doubt remains upon your mind, it is imperatively your duty 
to convict, even if the character of the evidence be wholly 
presumptive. Such is the law. 

In capital cases the counsel for the prisoner frequently 
deem it their duty, not only to scan the evidence with the 
closest scrutiny, but also to comment upon the character, the 
motives and the conduct of the witness, with a freedom that 
would not be tolerated, under similar circumstances, if it 
were attempted on the part of the prosecution. So far as I 
am able to judge, we may place great confidence in the in- 
tegrity of every witness in this cause. I have seen neither 
disposition nor motive for anyone to speak falsely, or to con- 
ceal the truth, excepting only in the poor little daughter of 
the prisoner. She, no doubt, bad the strongest of all possi- 
ble feeling, but who that heard and saw her can doubt her 
innocence of any intentional misstatement or concealment. 

Ellen Shaw and Fanning have been assailed with mueh 
severity, but, as it strikes me, entirely without reason. Why 
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should they testify falsely against the prisoner? The mo- 
tives attributed to them by the counsel, even if they exist, 
are wholly inadequate to impel them to such horrible per- 
jury. 

Even those gentlemen, eminent in science, who from the 
most public spirited motives, have afforded tlie rommon- 
wealth their efficient aid in the investigation of this import- 
ant question, have not eseapt^d animadversion. It is 
tial to the public interest that they should know that a due 
sense is entertained of their services. They have sacrificed 
much valuable time, and much of comfort, with the most 
honorable disinterestedness, and, if tlh»y arc to suffer, in the 
slightest degree, in reputation, liow can they, or other gmi- 
tlemen of similar attainments, be nsk(*d to reiuh‘r us assistance 
hereafter. Wo have thought it proper, th*‘rc‘fore, that the 
acknowledgments of the County should he thus publicly ten- 
dered to them for the important services remdered to us in 
this investigation. 

The charge against the prisoner is murder by poison. Tliere- 
fore, there can be no question as to the grade of murder, 
whether of the first or second degree, inasmuch ns by the law 
of Pennsylvania all murder perpetrated by means of poison 
is murder in the first degree. 

The questions for consideration are two: (1) Did Afr. 
Chapman die by poison? (2*1 If he did, v'as Mrs. Chapman 
a voluntary agent in thus procuring his death? 

As to the first fjuestion, then* is much evidence. Indeed, 
all the evidence in the cause may b<* said to have a material 
bearing upon it, because all that may go to show that Mrs. 
Chapman procured his death, wdll serve to coiToborate any 
other that wdll show his death by poison. 

The first and most important evidence of the death by 
poison, and without which the prosecution could not 1 k^ for 
a moment sustained, is that derived from the chemical ex- 
amination, and the opinion of the chemists. Dr. Mitchell 
and Mr. Clemson, the gentlemeir who made these examina- 
tions, have given us in detail their mode of proceeding, and 
their opinions as to the results. It is obviously of great mo- 
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ment that we shotdd be able implicitly to rely upon their 
integrity and skill. Who and what are they? Dr. Mitchell 
is known in Philadelphia, not only as a physician of 
great eminence, but as a professor of chemistry, whose attain- 
ments in this science, are second, perhaps, to none, even in 
that great city, where chemical knowledge is in advance of 
any other place on this side of the Atlantic. His skill, his es- 
timable character as a man, and the great caution he ex- 
hibited in giving his evidence, will authorize you to place the 
most unlimited confidence, not only in the facts he has proved, 
but also in tbe opinions he has given. 

Mr. Clemson is comparatively a young man, but his oppor- 
tunities of acquiring chemical knowledge have been very rare, 
and seem to have been fully improved. After studying the 
science several years in this country, he went to Prance, and 
has been assiduously employed, for about five years, in the 
practical laboratories of several of the most eminent chemists 
of the age. It is true, as is said by the defendant’s counsel, 
he is mercurial, and he did not evince sufficient caution in 
^ving his evidence. But his integrity of purpose has been 
most apparent, and his skill is unquestionable. 

These are the gentlemen who were selected to make the 
examination of Mr. Chapman’s stomach. Upon their evi- 
dence, as I have said, this part of the cause, at least mainly 
depends. 

What did they do t Do not let us be deterred from a strict 
examinaition of this part of the case by the difficulties which 
it has been suggested we labor under from the want of chem- 
ical knowledge. The question now is, did Dr. Mitchell and 
Mr. Clemson detect arsenic in the stomach of Mr. Chapman T 
This, like any other fact, when questioned, must be proved 
by evidence. Now, what has been detailed to us for the pur- 
pose of supporting the affirmative of this proposition? 

The stomach, as taken from the body by Dr. Hopkinson, 
was subjected to a chemical process whereby all animal mat- 
ter was destroyed. This mass was then reduced by evapora- 
tion, and what remained was divided into tiiree parts, and 
these were put into three several glass tubes. The object of 




LUCRETIA CHAPMAN 385 

this was to test each of these parts, aiul thus have the oppor- 
tunity of several experinieuts. 

The flame of a spirit lamp was applied to the end of the 
tube in which the matter was, and if arsenic wei'e present, it 
was expected to be detected in two ways: (1) By reduction 
(as it is called) of the metal. That is, that the metal would 
be thrown off in a (taseous form, and be condensed on a su- 
perior part of the tube. (2) By the odor said to be peculiar 
to arsenic. This is evidence of the presence of the metal, 
because caused by the metal itself. Clearly proved to exist, 
the presence of the metal is taken for granted by chemists 
for all ordinary purposes. 

It is certain that no metal was reiluced — that is, no metal 
was visible to the eye in metallic form. But it by no means 
follows that you may not believe that the metal was present, 
I mean even by chemical proof. Indeed, many eaa(*8 might l)e 
supposed in which a jury would not be justified in rejc>cting 
chemical proof of the e.xitrteticc of arscniic, although the metal 
was not reduced. Suppose what arc called the licpiid tests 
were tried, and gave the characteristic ni>pearanee8 of arsenic 
and, that the precipitate la-ing subjected to the action of fire, 
gave out the odor, and no other ti'st attempted, this would he 
strong evidence for the consideration of a jury, and might 
or might not settle the <iuestion, depending on the other cir- 
cumstances of the case. It might not be as conclusive j)roof 
as if the metal had been made visible to the eye, but, as I 
have said, it would la? evidence of tin* pn*senee of arsenic, 
on which a jury would be justified in acting. 

Then, in this ca.se, what degree of evidence has been ob- 
tained from the chemical examinations of the existence of 
arsenic in the stomach (»f Mr. (!hapman? This is the true 
question. 

The reduction of the metal was attemptetl, and the chem- 
ists failed to effect it. So far the presumption is that no metal 
liras present, and so far, I suppose the evidence conclusive that 
so little arsenic was present us that the liquid tests would not 
detect it, otherwise it would have Iwen reduc«*d; for, where 
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these tests show arsenic, it may always be detected by re- 
daction. So all agree. 

The metal not being reduced, what is the next best evi- 
dence jihat arsenic was present? Is not the peculiar odor 
that evidence? From what 1 have learned in this cause, 1 
suppose that it is. Formerly it was considered the best test, 
but as the science advanced, and the power of reduction was 
greatly extended, the authorities have discountenanced proof 
of this sort — Dr. Mitchell seems to think, unreasonably. 

Then, what evidence have we of the presence of the pe- 
culiar odor in this case. 

The matter to be examined was, as I have said divided into 
three parts, and placed in three several tubes. These were 
severally, at different times, subjected to the action of fire, 
and from each of them this peculiar odor of arsenic was given 
out. Dr. Mitchell and Mr. Clemson both swear that it was 
the odor of arsenic. 

Dr. Mitchell sbays: “In conducting the experiment, and 
after these phenomena had been observed, the sealed end of 
the tube opened, under the action of the spirit lamp, when 
Mr. Clemson, who was holding it, turned round and said, 
‘Is anyone subliming arsenic in the room?’ The reply was. 
No. He then called me to examine what the odor in the tube 
was, and 1 distinctly recognized what I believe to be the 
smell of the fumes of arsenic. The tube was subsequently 
heated at the part where the shining black matter was, and as 
the tube was open at both ends, a current of air was passing 
through it, and the arsenical smell was perceptible at the 
upper end. The other tubes were subsequently at different 
times heated in the same manner, and (with the exception 
of the accidental breaking of the first tube) the result was 
the same.’’ — “The arsenical odor is generally esteemed, by 
high authority on this subject, as a very imperfect test of 
the presence of arsenic; but as the objections to this test are 
several, and as it was important for the purpose of public 
justice that this ease should be strictly examined, I tested 
one by one, experimentally, the objections. The first objec- 
tion is, that the mixture of animal matter so covers, when it 




LVCRETIA CHAPMAN 


381 


is volatized along with arsenic, the odor of that metal, that it 
cannot be perceived. This objection does not apply in this 
case, inasmuch as it was perceived. Another objection is 
founded on the alleged similar odor of certain substances, 
phosphorus and its compounds, zinc, antimony, onions and 
garlic. The last of these could not. by any possibilit.v, have 
been present in the matter that was 8nblimt>d by me. Anti- 
mony, zinc and the phosphates, mixed with animal matter and 
charcoal, were tested in similar tnlies, under like circum- 
stances. These experiments were n‘pented again and again, 
in the absence of my colleague. Mr. C'lemsoii. without being 
able to produce the arsenical odor, or anything that T could 
mistake for it, unless T actually placed arstmic in the tube. 
Supposing myself liable to deception, lH>cauRC T knew what 
was actually in the tubes in all thes«* experiments. 1 pn>pared 
a set of them coiitaining th<>se articlra. phosphate of soda, 
kermes iniiioral, an aiitimonial, and some granulated zinc, 
and placed them while under treatment hy a spirit lamp, and 
in succession, under the nose of Mr. (’Icmson. who was igno- 
rant of the contents of the tiilM^. Among the tubes there 
was one prepared with arscuiic in very small «|uantities. It 
was only when the tube containing arsenic was heated and 
placed under his nase that he said decidedly, ‘that is arsenic.’ 
lie hesitated not a moment as to any of the tubes.” — ‘‘Speak- 
ing from authority. T would say that the chemist cannot 8p*M»k 
positively of the presence of arsenic, without finding the 
metal.” 

Mr. Clemson says: “’The matter contained in the bottom 
of the tub** was so exposed to the lamp as that the carbon 
of the lamp should act upon that portion of the arseniate of 
lime which had not been in contact with the carbon in pow- 
der. As T expected, we obtained an odor of arsenic. The 
second tube T exposed to the heat of the spirit lamp. T was 
expecting a ring, and the odor of arsenic struck me. T looked 
round and asked if anyone was burning arsenic. On exam- 
ination I found that the end of the tube was broken, and the 
odor of arsenic still given out. I called Dr. Hopkinaon and 
Dr. Mitchell and the servant, to smell this odor, and they all 
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agreed thi^t it had the odor of arsenic. I know of no sub- 
stance which, in my opinion, has the same odor, or whidi re- 
sembles that of arsenic. It is stated that there are certain 
substancM which give off an odor resembling that of arsenic 
— certain vegetable substances, but here there were none. 
Phosphoretted hydrogen is said to have the odor. I have 
manipulated it, and never found the odon I account for the 
smell by the action of the carbon in vapor from the lamp com- 
ing in contact with the arseniate of lime, not already decom- 
posed. If, in the examination of any mineral substance I had 
discovered the same results, I should have said there were 
traces of arsenic. I believe that was the odor of arsenic that 
I smelled.” — ^“Authority goes to say that other substances 
than arsenic produce odors so like it that one may be de- 
ceived. A man can smeH the shadow of a shade of arsenic. 
I cannot say what quantity will give the odor.” — ^“I have 
never been deceived when I have found arsenic by the blow- 
pipe, in detecting it afterwards. It might have been arsenic, 
but not in sufficient quantity to be weighed, and then we apply 
the term, “traces of arsenic,” in the description of the anal- 
ysis of the mineral. It is the metallic substance that gives the 
odor.” 

This is the evidence of the existence of the peculiar odor 
of arsenic in the stomach of Mr. Chapman. You will observe, 
that here in searching for arsenic, by three several experi- 
ments, on different parts of the same matter, precisely the 
same result was produced, viz., the peculiar odor of the metal; 
of course, the existence of the odor cannot admit of doubt. 

Then, taking the opinions of Dr. Mitchell and Mr. Clemr 
son, that no other matter was present that could have pro- 
duced the same odor, you have the opinion of the chemists 
that arsenic was found in the stomach of Mr. Chapman. Un- 
less these gentlemen have been deceived, under circumstances 
in which they seem to think deception almost impossible, 
arsenic was detected, and you as jurors will be justifiable in 
drawing that conclusion and in acting upon it. Thus, if 
you make this deduction, you have the proof by chemical 
tests, and the opinions of the chemists that arsenic was in 
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the stomach of Mr. Chapman in support of the position that 
he died by poison. 

In support of this deduction, there is much corroborating 
evidence in the cause, a summary of which I am about to 
present to you for consideration. 

1. The peculiar smell of the stomach, proved by Dr. Hop- 
kinson and Dr. Mitchell, and the extraordinary fact, that 
another stomach into which a small quantity of arsenic was 
placed, and remained a considerable time, threw off precisely 
the same unusual odor. This, by itself, would weigh nothing, 
but as a coincidence, it is well worthy of consideration, the 
more especially as Christison speaks of a peculiar odor from 
a body dead by arsenic. 

2. The preservation of the body, and more especially, the 
peculiar dryness of the small intestines. The soil in which 
the body was buried was very favorable for its preservation, 
but the fact that it was in a remarkable state of presifrvation 
is certain. Dr. Ilopkinson says that the small intestines ap- 
peared as he supposed they would la* if they had been hung 
up to dry. This extraordinary appearance alone would bt* 
of little moment, but acquires some importance in connection 
with the other facts in the cause. 

3. The symptoms of the disease, and the opinions of the 
attending physicians. His attending physicians were aston- 
ished at the fatal result of his disease. Dr. Phillips says that, 
at the time, he was iiot satisfied as to the causi; of his death, 
and that he could not account for it ; and Dr. Knight speaks 
to the same purport. Cholera morbus did not satisfactorily 
account to them for his death, although no suspicion of foul 
play then existed, yet the symptoms and death alone excited 
their astonishment, and neither are able to account for it. 
The s^nuptoms, although each one may be referable to nat- 
ural causes and death by cholera, all agree that the whole 
are such as probably would precede death by arsenic. Take 
the nym ptoma of such death as described by Dr. Togno, the 
m odiciil witness of the defendant, and compare them with 

which are proved to have existed in Mr. Chapman's 
Dr. Togno says the general symptoms of poisoning 
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by arsenic are “violent vomiting one, two or more hours after 
taking the poison — a constriction of the throat, pain and 
burning in the stomach, great lassitude, disabling the patient 
almost^ from moving after the vomiting has continued some 
time, thirst — ^purging follows. The circulation is slow, and 
participates in the general prostration of the system. Mr. 
Chapman had no symptom that a man would not have had 
who died by arsenic. 

4. The opinions of medical men founded upon the post 
mortem examination, and the description they have had of 
the symptoms. Dr. Hopkinson says that death was caused 
by the action of some violent substance upon the stomach. 
Dr. Coates says, “From what I saw, and the evidence of 
Drs. Phillips, Knight and Hopkinson, I am of opinion that 
Mr. Chapman died by the action of some corrosive poison, or 
irritant poison, probably of an arsenical character.’’ Dr. 
Mitchell, after giving his reasons in detail, says, “I am un- 
able, after a careful and considerate view of the whole 
ground, to resist the conclusion that Wm. Chapman died 
because of the presence of arsenic in his stomach.” 

Thus far, I have confined my examination to the chemical 
proof and medical opinions as to the death by poison, with- 
out regard to the other proof in the cause. If you place full 
reliance upon the integrity and skill of the witnesses, you 
will be justifiable in considering their opinions as proof of 
the facts upon which they are given. 

But in corroboration of, and to be taken in connection with 
the foregoing, there is other evidence of a very important 
character. On the 16th of June, Mina bought poison, and 
that poison arsenic, upon what, so far^as appears, was a false 
pretense. On the 17th of June, Mr. Chapman was taken sick 
with his mortal disease, now pronounced by the physicians, 
to be a death by poison. On the 20th and 2l8t of June, sev- 
eral chickens, and a large number of ducks coming out of the 
lot of Mr. Chapman, died in an extraordinary manner. The 
ducks at the time believed to die of poison. Now, although 
ducks are subject to an acute disease, that carries them off 
suddenly and in great numbers, yet these facts, under the 
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circumstances, are well worthy of consideration. On Sunday, 
the 19th, Mr. Chapman, was seen by Dr. Phillips. He had 
recovered from his illness, and was in no dan(^‘mu8, or even 
uncomfortable situation, fle continued thus till Monday 
afternoon, the 20th — then he had all the symptoms of poison 
by arsenic. 

I have now presenteil a summary of the evidence of the death 
by poison, independently of the proof wliich has bt‘en ftiven, 
showing the agency of prisoner, in procuring his death. 
But there is much evidence ns to this latter <(iiestion, which is 
applicable to the former. Tndml. all evidenee that will sup- 
port the position that she was hi.s murderer will corroborate 
that which is given to ]>rove that he died by arsenic, for it 
is certain, that if munlered at all, it was by arsenic. You 
will, therefore, .still keep your attention awake to the appli- 
cability of the additional evidence, as well to the <|uestion of 
the death by pni.son as to that of her agency in protoiriiig it. 

2. Did Mrs. Chapman do the murder, or was she j)n*8ent 
aiding and abetting? 

In presenting this part of the case to you. T at the same 
time think it my duty to make a point for the prisoner not 
made by her counsel — probably because tb<*y did not tbink 
it prudent. It is. that suppose fTiapman was poisoned, and 
his wife in adulterous or eriminal intercourse with his pois- 
oner. her defense would exeee<lingly diflReiilt. even if inno- 
cent. for those things which might be evidence only of crim- 
inal passion, for the murderer, might be construed as evi- 
dence of participation in the murder. This, certainly, is a 
possible case. Therefon*. in examining the evidence, take 
the consideration I hav«? presented, along with you, and if 
the facts and circumstances proved against her, can be ac- 
counted for on the supposition of eriminal intercourse only 
without necessarily inferring the murder, you will put that 
merciful construction upon them. 

Did Mina do the murder with her aid. or did she do it with 
his? The first question that strikes the mind in the inquiry 
is, why should she do the murder? What motive could she 
have for destroying her husband? The prosecution answers 
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this question by saying, that she was infatuated by a guilty 
passion for Mina, and an avaricious longing after the bound- 
less wealth of which she believed him possessed, and leagued 
with him to destroy her husband, for the purpose of unre- 
strained gratification. 

This allegation it is for the prosecution to make out by the 
evidence. Let us examine it in detail. . (The Judge here re- 
capitulated those parts of the evidence of Mary Palethorpe, 
Ellen Shaw, Esther Bache, Ann Bantom and Fanning, which 
go to show the improper intercourse between Mina and Mrs. 
Chapman, and the state of feeling between Mr. Chapman 
and Mina, and then continued) : 

That the prisoner was most strangely infatuated with Mina 
from the commencement of their intercourse up to the time 
of their final separation, cannot be questioned. If the tes- 
timony of Ellen Shaw is believed, acts utterly inconsistent 
with innocence are fully made out. If the prisoner did, at 
different times, kiss Mina, and suffer him to kiss her, and 
suffer him to rest in her arms singing love songs, it is very 
strong evidence of criminal intercourse between them. Tak- 
ing the difference of their ages, the fact that she was a mar- 
ried woman, her infatuation, and the hasty and indecent mar- 
riage, ten days after her husband’s death, in connection with 
those facts proved by Ellen Shaw, and the probability that 
they were living in adulterous intercourse is very great. That 
Mr. Chapman believed it is certain, if you credit Fanning 
or Ellen Shaw; yet, however improper or criminal their 
conduct towards each other may have been, there is no posi- 
tive proof of adultery, nor of anything from which it must 
necessarily be inferred. 

It is true that she seems to have had views of going to Mex- 
ico with Mina — ^that she considered her husband in the way 
of her ambitious or avaricious aspirings ; and that she wished 
him “gone.” These things add much weight to the other 
evidence ; and taking the whole together, it is for you to say 
whether yon can draw the conclusion, that adulterous inter- 
course existed between them. If it did, that fact will be of 
great weight in the question whether she is guilty of the mur- 
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der, for it wonld, with the other facts proved, be very strong 
evidence of a motive for the co m mission of the crime. 

Supposing her to be an adulteress, or given up wholly to 
her infatuation, those facts which otherwise w’eigh little 
against her may have very great power. On the 16th of June, 
she was in the city with Mina, when he purchased the ar- 
senic. They returned home, and on the next day Mr. Chap- 
man was taken ill. On the 19th, when Dr. Phillips did not 
believe he was seriously ill, she wrote a note to Mr. Sheets, 
the pastor' of All Saints Church, rei|uiring prayers to lie put 
up for her husband, as if he was in extremity. On the same 
day, she calls Mr. Vandegrift to go to Mr. Chapman to re- 
ceive directions that J. W. Chapman's family were not to be 
invited to his funeral. On the 19th, Dr. Phillips, believing 
Mr. Chapman’s indisposition to be ver 3 ' slight, orden'd chicken 
soup. This was made on Monday'. Ann Itantom saw it made. 
It was taken b.v Mrs. Chapman into the parlor, where Mina 
was. 

Here, it has been supposed that the poison was pnt into 
the bowl of soup— but tliat cannot be. It seems to be im- 
possible that Mrs. Chapman should have put poison into this, 
to have poisoned her husband with it, and then have placed 
it on the kitchen table; and BuffenHl it to remain there sev- 
eral hours, exposed to the chance of lieing eaten by her ser- 
vants, w'ho dined at the table ; or by her own children, whose 
fj ining room adjoined the kitchen. 

If Mr. Chapman w'as poisoned, as heretofore I have sup- 
posed, I look in vain for evidence to show distinctly how he 
was poisoned. Was the arsenic in the soup f lie was taken 
much worse directly after he took it. If the poison was in it 
at all, it probably must have Imjcii in a portion taken from 
the bowl, but of this there is no evidence. If, however, the 
evidence is clear that he was poisoned, his being taken ill di- 
rectly after eating the soup is strong evidence of the time 
and manner. Prom this time his illness ran a rapid course. 
He suffered much and requested Panning to stay with him. 
Mrs. C. did not go into his room but once during the evening, 
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and, although much pressed by Fanning to do so, she refused 
to send for a physician. 

If he were poisoned, the evidence is almost irresistible that 
the deed was done about the time he took the soup. Who 
could then have poisoned him ? Had his wife a motive suffi- 
cient to move her to the commission of so terrible a crime, 
as well as what she might have deemed, a safe opportunity to 
perpetrate it? I have already adverted to the evidence which 
precedes his illness, and some facts of no little weight remain 
to be noticed, which occurred after his decease. • 

On the 5th of July, she is mamed to Mina in the city of 
New York. They separate on the same day. She goes to 
Schenectady, he to Andalusia. On the evening of that day 
she writes him a letter evincing all the extravagance, consid- 
ering her age and his youth, of a most ridiculous passion. 
Now, when was the courtship of which this marriage was the 
result, ten days after her husband’s death? Was it before 
his death or after it? In either case, what conclusion ought 
we to draw? 

On the 31st of July, she writes him another letter of a very 
different character. The same infatuation still seems to exist, 
but all levity is gone. Retribution for her folly or her crime 
has already overtaken her, and the deep feeling and, appar- 
ently deeper meaning with which, in the bitterness of her 
heart she says, “Believe me. Lino, that God will not suffer 
either you or me to be happy on this side of the grave,” as 
well as this whole letter is worthy of your most serious at- 
tention. It was written after she was fully apprized that 
Mina was a villain, and it was manifestly intended for no 
eye but his own. Take in connection with this letter the ex- 
traordinary and mysterious power that he exercised over her 
after it was sent, as proved by her declarations to Arm Smith. 
She, in the presence of her sister, charged him with some of 
his villainies, and declared her wish to be separated. He 
apparently consented, but required a secret conference be- 
fore he went. She granted it to him, and notwithstanding the 
cruelties which he had practiced upon her and her daughters, 
so strongly complained of in the letter, notwithstanding she 
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must have known he was every way a villain, she returns to 
her sister and says, Sister, Lino is not an impostor, he is a 
clever fellow.’^ 

On the 17th of September, she herat‘lf laid before Mr. Mc- 
Ilvaine the most conclusive evidence that Mina was an im- 
postor, and guilty of n forgery. On that same evening, a 
publication in the National Gazette, in Philadelphia, alluded 
to her as a participator in the crime of poisoning her husband. 

On the 19th of September, she flies, notwithstanding she 
W'as warned by Mrs. Smith, the day bi*fore, that it would ho 
evidence against h(‘r. Why did she fly? Was it to escape 
the punishment due to crime, or. ns she alleges, the timidity 
of an innocent woman, who, perceiving that appearances were 
against her, had not resolution to face them? Of this, you 
are the judges. Plight may Ik* very strong evidence of guilt, 
or it may weigh nothing, according to the circumstances 
under which it takes place. The legal presumption from flight 
is against the prisoner, and it lies upon her to rebut it. 

Mueh evidence has been given In support of the prisoner’s 
eharaeter. A number of very respeetable wituesses have fully 
proved that, for a uumher of years, she was mueh respeeted, 
partieularly by those whose children bad been placed at her 
school. But all this is much weakened, if not wholly de- 
stroyed, by the evidence of Blayney, a high constable of 
Phiiadelphia, that from the year 1829, her character has been 
bad, gradually getting worse, and that his information is 
derived from the police of the city. 

The evidence of the prisoner’s daujditer, Lucretia Chap- 
man, has been relied upon, to show that there could have been 
no poison in the bowl of soup. Without her evidence, I think 
such would be the presumption, and she is of course strongly 
corroborated. 

I now. gentlemen, leave this ease with you for your de- 
cision. If you are satisfied that William Chapman was pois- 
oned, and that his wife was the voluntary agent, or was pres- 
ent, aiding in poisoning him, the law draws the inference that 
she is guilty of murder in the first degree, and it is your ^ 
so to pronounce. But, if you are not satisfied with the proof, 
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if upon the evidence a reasonable doubt exists, whether she 
be guilty or not, the law calls upon you to say not guilty. 

February 25. 

THE VERDICT. 

At 9 o’clock on Saturday night, the jury retired, for final 
deliberation. At 11 -o’clock, the ringing of the court bell 
announced that they had agreed upon their verdict, which 
was soon after rendered and recorded in open court of Not 
QuUty. 

The Prisoner was then discharged by proclamation. 



THE TRUL OF CAROLING De MINA FOR THE 
MURDER OF WILLIAM CHAPMAN, 
ANDALUSIA, PENNSYLVANIA, 

1882. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

Mina was tried for the murder of Mr. Chapman at tho 
next term of the court. The evidenee was nearly all a rep- 
etition of that given at Mrs. Chapinuirs trial. Ante, page 107. 
The quc*stion was raised as to the admissibility of the evi- 
dence of one of the servants, after the acc|uittal of Mrs. Chap- 
man, who testified at her trial to her declarations. The Court 
decided that it should not be admitted. Some evidence was 
jnit ill concerning experiments made by the chemists since 
Mrs. Chapman's trial and Dr. Mitchell was more positive 
tlian on the first trial of the presence of arsenic in the deceased 
man’s stomach and he testified that if confined to one single 
test to dettrct the presence of arsenic, he would prefer Uie 
odor. 

There was one witness, however, whose testimony was given 
for the first time* — Officer Hlayney of Philadelphia. He proved 
that when in his charge being taken from Poston (where he 
was arrested) to Philadelphia, Mina was wdxed with one of 
his fits. A physician who was on the boat could not explain 
it. Afterwards Mina persisted, against, the officer’s objec- 
tion, in making a statement to him. He said he and Mrs. 
Chapman had had unlawful relations before the husband’s 
death and that after that Mr. Chapman was taken illj that 
when the woman brought up the bowl of soup he saw Mrs. 
Chapman “put physic in it. She take it from my bottles. 
After Mr. Chapman take the soup he take very bad and die. 
Mrs. Chapman then come kiss and hug me and say, *Lino, I 
want you to marry me’ — say ‘no’ not till I ask my father. 
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She say, ‘Oh, yes, I love you so much.’ Then I say, ‘when 
Mr. Chapman get bury, then I marry you.’ Then she say, 
‘We get marry in New York.’ 

The ji|ry brought in a verdict of guilty of murder in the 
first degree, and he was hanged. 


THE TRIAL.* 


In the Court of Oyer and Terminer, Doylestown, Pennsyl- 
vania, AprU, 1832. 

Hon. John Pox,® President. 


Hon Wiluau Watts, 
Hon. Wilxxam Long, 


I Associates. 


April 25. 

The indictment had been found at a previous terra of 
court: the prisoner arraigned and pleaded Not OuUty, and 
his trial adjourned until after the Lucretia Chapman Trial.® 
The Prisoner today was brought to the Bar. 

Thomas Ross!* and WiUiam B. Reed,* for the Common- 
wealth. 

Samuel Rush * and E. T. McDowell,* for the Prisoner.' 

The following named jurors were severally sworn or af- 
firmed : John Bobbarts, sworn ; Jacob Stover, affirmed ; John 
Webster, affirmed; Amos Torbert, sworn; Henry Baringer, 
affirmed; Clayton N. Richardson, affirmed; Ceorge Trauger, 
sworn; Jonathan Ely, affirmed; John T. Neely, sworn; John 
Headly, affirmed; John Beatty, sworn; Ezra Buckman, af- 
firniied. 


® W. H. Blayney, pp. 195, 400. 

* Bibliography, ante, p. 106. 

* See ante, p. 106. 

* See ante, p. 107. 

® See ante, p. 107. 

* See ante, p. 107. 

* See ante, p. 107. 

■ See ante, p. 107. 
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THE EVIDENCE. 

The following evidence was ad- ready given in tli*e coijirse of the 
diiced on the part of the Com- foniur trial: 
mouwealthy in addition to that al- 

TllE WITNESSES. 


Dr. Ph i Hi ps.** From t he sy i«j >- 
toms obsprx'ed, am at a loss to 
say what was tlie cause of his 
death. They wore not siicli as 
would probably have ariscMi from 
arsenic; at atiy rate as o:isily rec- 
onciled iit»ou that cause as any 
other. If, upon a ])ost mortem 
examination, arsenic liad lMH*n 
found, should have considered 
the symptoms reconcihitile. If a 
small c|uantity of arsenic had 
been taken tlio day before, the 
sickness would have probably 
continued; there was a mystery 
over the whole wcurrenee to me; 
was not able to rec<ineLle the 
symptoms with those cf cholera 
iiiorhus, and therefore I inqiiirwl 
<if Mrs. (^)iapnian, at the time, in 
<irder to di^-over the cause; 
cliolera morbus, when fatal, very 
frequently tenni nates in twenty- 
four or thirty-six hours. 

y>r. Knit/hfJ*' Saw Mina in 
the r(»oin on Wednesday nigiit, 
and, T think, Tuesday; when 
called upon to pn*scrilK* for 
Mina, found his pulse natural; 
nothing out of order; my opin- 
ion was that he had no fits. 

Cross-examined. Visited Mr. 


C. tlirw, four, or five times on 
Wednesday: iny first visit was dn 
Tuesday evening; persons having 
fits generally labor under a dis- 
tiirluitiee of (he system, the pulse 
being either exeiteil or dep^^ssetl 
— Iliere was nothing <if this in 
Minn. At his reqne.st 1 Ided him; 
should bleed a person if he asked 
me to do so so, wlietlier his pulse 
riHinimi it or not. My opinion 
at that time was, that Mr. i\ 
died of eholera niorhus; consid- 
ering nothing but llie symptoms 
that were ]»resent, do not feel 
prepared nt this time to say what 
was the cause* of his death; there 
was no other ease, of cholera 
morhus in the iieighborhod. 

Jienjnmin Pnntrhpr.^^ Mr. C.’s 
month hwked purple; his body 
seemed n*miirknhly stiff; this 
was not more than one luiiir 
after his dentJi; had laid out 
other bodies; never obsen*ed 
siieh stiffness liefore. 

j\frs, Esther Parhe.^^ Never 
saw Mina seowl on any other oc- 
f*asion Mian on Mini at tJie break- 
fast table. 

A nn Bantom^’^ callcfi 


Mr. Rush objects to receiving de<*laratioiis of Mrs. Chapman in 
Ann Bantom’s testimony. The declarations of Go-defeiidants against 
each other cannot be given in evidence. 

• See p. 124. 

See ante, p. 125. 

" See ante, p. 126. 

See ante, p. 118. 

See ante, p. 119. 
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The CotJBT. The only difficulty now is that which arises from the 
fhct that Mrs. Chapman has been tried and acquitted. 

Mr. JStish. Then we are upon terra incognitor-^-tiie point is a new 
one. ^ They are not co-defendants, because Mrs. Chapman has been 
acquitted. They are not now jointly charged. Community of pur- 
pose no longer exists now. 

Mr. Boss. This was an indictment which involved a conspiracy. It 
does not affect the admissibility of this evidence, that one of the con- 
spirators has been acquitted — and in order to prove this I hold in 
my hand an authority, 1 East’s Cr. L. 351 — ^to show that a person 
charged as aiding and abetting, may be convicted, even if the prin- 
cipal has been acquitted. The words in the indictment are the same — 
^‘aiding and abetting.” This is the declaration of Mrs. Chapman ac- 
companying the commission of the murder, and it is for ^e Court 
to say whether there has been such a community of action proved as 
to render this declaration admissible. 

The Court. This is not entirely free from difficulty. There is a 
change of circumstances since her acquittal. Before her acquittal, 
she could not have been compelled to testify ; now she might be com- 
pelled to do so (putting aside the fact of her marriage with Mina). 
Thajb being the case, I think the declaration cannot be given. I have 
examined into it since last court, knowing it was an important ques- 
tion, and this is the best judgment 1 can form upon the subject, al- 
though I must say it is not entirely free from doubt. 

Frederick Fritz. Came on five o’clock in the morning, to 
from Boston in company with Providence, in the stage, and 
Mr. Blayne^ at the time he was from that on home; on board the 
bringing Mina; I had some con- steamboat, after dinner, he was 
versation with Mina respecting taken with a fit; a physician be- 
his manying Mrs. Chapman,, ing aboard, I got him to see to it ; 
etc.; asked him whether he was the fit passed off after a short 
married to her; he said he had time and the physician said he 
married her in New York ; he did not know what to make of it. 
told me he had had connexion Some time in the afternoon, he 
vnih her before, during the life- 'vrished to make some confiden- 
time of her husband; he said she tial communications to me; 
came to him, and was in his asked him on what subject f He 
room very often. said on the subject of Mr. and 

Willis 'H. Blayney.^^ Went to Mrs. Chapman; told him I did 
Boston after Mina; the first time not wish to hear any thing; that 
T saw Mina was in the jailer’s he had better keep what he had to 
office; he was called up to state himself; a short time after, saw 
what bdonged to him in his him in conversation with Mr. 
trunks; wished to bring his Fritz. Mina then came to me, 
goods along; he did so, and I said he wished to talk with 
gave a receipt for them, before me, and said Mrs. Chapman had 
starting; we then preceded, at come to him, and that he had had 


See ante, p. 195. 
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oonnextion with her some few 
days previous to Hr. Chapman’s 
death; we then parted; Mina 
was taken very sick shortly af ter» 
vomiting a great deal (we were 
then coming down the Sound), 
and continued so all night ; after 
breakfast next morning, as we 
were getting into New York, he 
took me privately aft the boat, 
and stated Miat he wished to 
have a conversation with me in 
private; he wished nobody else 
to hear; told him he had inti- 
mated that two or three times to 
me; that if he would answer me 
two questions, I would then lis- 
ten to him; they were these: 
asked him whether he had ever 


been in Ae piratical sen-iee, or 
whether he had ever beeu eon* 
victed, or in jailT He said he 
had uot beeu in either; told him 
he was very foolish for talking 
in the manner which he had, on 
board the boat to strangers; 
what was elated after that, 1 beg 
the Court will not press me t4i 
divulge; and which I cannot di- 
vulge, consistently with my duty 
as a police olTicer; told him if he 
would answer me those t^’o ques- 
tions, Uiat nothing of it slmuld 
apr>ear against him on his trial, 
if he was indicted for the mur- 
der of Chapman; told him troth- 
iiig else. 


J/r. Bush objected to the confession being given in evidence, it liav- 
ing been made under the promise of favor. 

Mr, Heed admitted the principle contended for in its fullest ex- 
tent, but denied its affecting the evidence now offered. This is not a 
confession of guilt. It is a statement made by Mina with a view of 
shichling himself. There was no admission of his having partici- 
pated ill the murder. 

Tlie CoriiT. Any declaration which a mini makes, drawn from him 
by offer of favor or by threats, no matter to what extent it goes, can- 
not he given in evidence. This point was recently decided by my- 
self in a ease of arson, in Montgomery county. The question, there- 
fore, ri4»w is, whether this promise of Mr. Blayney comes M-ithin the 
rule of law. 

The (VintT asked 3/r. lilayney to repeat his promise, which he did. 

The Coi’KT were unanimously of opinion that this was not a con- 
fession drawn from Uie prisoner upon promise of favor. 


3/r. Blayney, I asked Mina 
whetlier he hail a medicine chest; 
he said he had, and had left it in 
Boston jail; asked him whether 
he had arsenic in it; he said he 
had medicine or stuff in it that 
would kill people, and kill rats; 
asked him whether he gave any 
of the medicine to Chapman; he 
said no, he was innocent ; he said 
that when the w*oman brought up 
the bowl of soup he saw Mrs. 
Cha]>roan take the soup from the 


woman; she then put the |>h>'Ric 
in the soup. 1 asked him, *'Did 
you see the physic f’ He said, 
^‘No; she take It from my bot- 
tles; after Mr. Chairman take 
the soup he get very bad and die; 
Mrs. Chapman then come, kiaa 
and hug me, and say, Lino, I 
want you to marry me; I say, no, 
not till I ask my father; she aay, 
Oh, yes, I love you so much; 
then I say, well, when Mr. Chap- 
get bury, then I will many you; 
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then she say, we get marry in 
New York.” 

Cross-examined. I eould not 
understand him for the first day 
scarcely; was obliged very often 
to make him repeat and explain. 

Dr. Uopkimon.^^ The inflam- 
mation presented the appearance 
of such a one as would have been 
caused by some active corrosive 
substance or poison ; my reasons 
are derived from its intensity, 
and from its stopping at the com- 
munication with the intestine; 
but, on the other hand, extend- 
ing into the esophagus. 

Cross-examined. Inflammation 
of the stomach is found in fe- 
vers, in apojtlexy, tind in cholera 
morbus; a violent case of i)oison 
might resemble a violent case of 
cholera morbus; in this case a 
high degree of inflammation ex- 
tended all over the stomach, and 
into the esophagus; am not 
aware of having ever examined 
a body in which death was oc- 
casioned by cholera morbus. 

Cholera morbus is very rarely 
fatal in this country; when it is, 
it usually terminates in from one 
to three days, or more; symp- 
toms of cholera morbus are, first, 
a sickness or nausea, with some 
pain ill the belly ; this is followed 
by a vomiting, first, of the con- 
tents of the stomach, and then 
bile, which is also discliarged per 
rectum; cholera morbus is es- 
sentially a purging and vomiting 
of billions matter; sometimes the 
patient has great debility, weak 
pulse, and towards the end, cold 
extremities; tliose are the general 
symptoms ; chemical authorities 
differ in many points; never be- 
fore examined a body that had 
been buried; should think a per- 


son might have died of cholera 
morbus, and the body present 
precisely the same appearances 
after death as in the present 
case; authorities are not agreed 
upon the point, that the reduction 
of tlie arsenic in metal, upon 
chemical analysis, is the only 
evidence of its presence that can 
be strictly relied upon. 

To tlie Court. In the majority 
of cases of cholera morbus, in- 
flammation is found in the intes- 
tines; though this is not invaria- 
ble. Would not hesitate to say, 
from what 1 have heard of the 
symptoms, that Mr. Chapman 
could not have died of apoplexy. 

Mr. Durand, Have studied 
chemistry, which is closely con- 
nected with my business. Arsenic 
has a distinctive odor; do not 
think I could be mistaken in the 
odor of arsenic unless the quan- 
tity were loo small to produce a 
distinct odor; if an experienced 
chemist had detected the odor, I 
should, for ordinary purf)oses, 
havO relied upon it as an evi- 
dence of the presence of arsenic 
think a well defined smell would 
be the best single evidence of the 
presence of arsenic. Recent au- 
Uiorities hold the same doctrine 
as respects ordinary chemical 
pursuits. 

Cross-examined. The smell of 
arsenic resembles nothing so 
much as that of phosphorus acid. 
Garlic has not a smell like it; 
zinc has a smell something sim- 
ilar, but not so near as phos- 
phorus; antimony has not a sim- 
ilar smell, except there be ar- 
senic mingled with it, which is 
often the case, these metals be- 
ing often found together in their 
native state; I think onions, 


See ante, p. 148. 
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after a chemical analysis, would 
not give out such a smell. Am 
a practical chemist 
‘ Dr. Coates.^^ Have opened a 
number of bodies after death by 
cholera morbus, two of which 
were adults. In both these cases 
the stomach was full and dis- 
tended. 

James B. Wood. Reside in 
Philadelphia; I keep a hotel; 
last July Mina called and asked 
if I wanted to buy a dearborn 
wagon and horse; said no; he 
asked if I could sell them ; T said 
yes ; he said a nobleman had left 
him some old-fashioned things 
and he wanted to sell ; he sent up 
in the afternoon; T tried to sell 
but couldn’t; told him so; T said 
I would make an offer of forty 
dollars and if he could do better 
he might: went out of town and 
left the money; when T came 
home my young man gave me the 
receipt. 

Mr. M^Jlvaine.'^’* Told Blayney 
T thought he had forgotten T had 
spoken to him of the poison ; on 
Sunday, 27th August, made the 
first inquiries in regard to the 
case at Andalusia, with Blayney 
and Reeside; saw a neighbor and 
conversed with him (Blayney 
and Reeside in the carriage) 
about the soup and chicken; we 
then went to Bristol to see Dr. 
Phillips; on 15th September 
went to New York, and Blayney 
went; on landing we met the po- 
lice clerk of Boston and T told 
him the whole history of the 
soup: T detailed in my letter to 
the Mayor of Boston all the par- 
ticulars T had; this was before 
Blayney^ going for Mina. 


To the Court. The custom is, 
the police officer investigates the 
truth of the facts told to the of- 
ficer; if any be false, the officer 
is released from his pledge of 
secrecy. 

To Mr. litish. The cases I 
know of are, where questions 
were asked by defendant's coun- 
sel, and objected to on ground of 
policy by tlie ronimonw^ealth. The 
first puldicution was on the 16th 
September, in a New York pa- 
per, and on the 17Ui in National 
Gazette. Mr. Chapman’s naroo 
was not mentioned; think he was 
arrested on the 9th Septemlier in 
Boston ; must have > Tit ten about 
the 4th or olh; nothing was said 
of the soup in the publication. 

Dr. MiichelV^ Since the trial 
of Mrs. Chapman, have examined 
the subject of arsenic with a 
greater degree of attention; put 
a grain of tlie wiiite oxide of ar- 
senic, combined with potash, in- 
to a stomach and portion of in- 
testine obtained from the alms- 
house, and left it in two months, 
or more, perhaps; the stomach 
did not putrefy in that time, be- 
came much drier and gave out an 
odor exactly like that of the 
stomach of Mr. Chapman; and 
this fact T tested hy questioning 
otherFi; since the trial of Mrs. C. 
have endeavored to recover that 
arsenic hy chemical process, and 
found iliat the lif|uid tests gave 
the same unsatisfactory appear- 
ances, but the metal was reduced 
so as to form characteristic rings 
in eight very small tubes; do not 
consider my analysis of Mr. 
Chapman’s stomach a perfect 
one; becfaiise it 'was my first at* 


** See ante, p. 150. 
See ante. p. 144. 
See ante, p. 154. 
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tempt of the kind ; for, although 
I lecture on medical chemistry, 
the professor of medical juiispm- 
dence in the same sdiool has 
diarge of that particular depart- 
ment; tile process was not well 
calculated to detect minute por- 
tions of arsenic; although a very 
good one for a larger quantity; 
it was also unsatisfactory from 
tiie state of knowledge at that 
time respecting the nature of the 
black shining ring, which I have 
since ascertained not to be 
formed of diarcoal, and know of 
only two substances which will 
produce it, and both of them are 
poisonous, viz: subozide of aiv 
senic, and cinnabar, or sulphuret 
of mercury. When neiAer of 
these is present in the tube, a 
shining black ring is never 
thrown up, as far as I can a^er- 
tain by experiment. It was also 
unsatisfactory because the crust 
of metallic arsenic is considered 
by the highest and nearly all au- 
thority, to be essential to the de- 
tection of arsenic. I now con- 
sider tiiat among the worst tests, 
since it is imitated exactly by an- 
other substances, not known to 
do so at the first examination. 
Sublimed cinnabar, to the eye, 
imitates arsenic closely. Consid- 
ering then the whole process a 
failure, all the sublimable matter 
in the tubes was dissipated by the 
trials for the smell. The analy- 
sis of the alms-house stomach 
was made with more matured 
care, and by a different process. 
I subsequently endeavored to 
learn tiie value of the arsenical 
odor as a test. With similar 
tubes, and at the same lamp, I 
endeavored to produce that 
odor by means of those sub- 
stances which, in that respect, are 
said to resemble arsenic; but was 


not able to produce that odor by 
any of them. 

Mr. Clemson being absent dur- 
ing these experiments, on his re- 
turn I went over them again, 
concealing from him the con- 
tents of the tubes; present^ 
them to him separately, and did 
not produce an odor which he 
took for arsenic in any case 
where that body was not pres- 
ent. I presented one containing 
axsenic, and he was not deceived 
In that tube. From the symp- 
toms given, post mortem exam- 
inations, and analysis, my opin- 
ion is, that Mr. Chapman di^ 
from the presence of arsenic in 
the stomach. This opinion is 
given on the combination of cir- 
cumstances, the whole series, and 
not exclusively upon any part of 
it. T believe the symptoms of 
fuming pain” might exist in 
cholera morbus, because it pro- 
ceeds from inflammation. The 
stiffness of the body immediately 
after death is not a common a^ 
pearance, and is a characteristio 
of death by arsenic. This is an 
opinion formed from several 
writers. 

To Mr. Rush. As I did not 
make notes, do not certainly rec- 
ollect where I found that opinion. 
It is, I believe, in Christison, Or- 
fila, Js^r, etc. Did not form 
the opinion as to the death by 
arsenic until I heard the testi- 
mony in Mrs. C.’s case; think 
the chemical proof is not quite 
conclusive, and could not alone 
^tle this case; think better of 
it than I did originally. The first 
test was sulph. copper; it threw 
down a dirly green, not such as 
arsenic would have produced in 
clear water; not characteristic of 
arsenic.^ The nit. silver did not 
act satisfactorily. MetaUio ar- 
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senie was not obtained. The shin- 
ing black ring and the arsenical 
odor were produced. The ar- 
senical odor would, in chemical 
or scientific puri3oses, siifTice to 
establish its )>resence. I would 
not like to trust to that alone in 
judicial investigations. When the 
experiments were closed with Mr. 
Chapman’s stomach, I considered 
them as a failure, or not demon- 
strative of the existence of ar- 
senic at that time. It is from my 
subsequent experiments I have 
come to a firmer opinion of its 
presence. There vras no alkali 
used in the experiment with Uie 
sulphuretted hydrogen. The quan- 
tity of arsenic recovered may be 
very small. Christison, in a case 
of poison, obtained one-twentieth 
pairt of a grain; but from how 
much he could not know. In ab- 
stract experiments, not from the 
body, Berzelius has, if 1 remem- 
ber well, sublimed one hundred 
and eightieth part of a grain, 
and says he things one tliree-hun- 
dredth would form a visible 
crust. As to the tests, the quan- 
tity of it which they may detect 
in unadulterated solution, in clear 
water, is very minute. There is 
no instance recorded of a less 
quantity than tliirty grains kill- 
ing a full grown individual ; gave 
a dog sixty grains; since Mrs. 
C.’s trial; it did not kill him; 
he vomited. The dog vomits so 
easily, that he threw it up prob- 
ably immediately. The duode- 
num is the intestine next the 
stomach. Authority is decidedly 
in favor of the fact, that other 
substances produce an odor so 
like tliat of arsenic, that it may 
be mistaken, and that it is not 
sufficient proof. Chemistry is a 
progressive and changing science. 

To Mr. McDowell. Christison 


is undoubtedly the best English 
authority on poisons. Orfila the 
best French. 

To Mr. Heed. There are nine 
hundred and sixty grains in two 
ounces. Many cases where no ar- 
senic was found after death, in 
cases where it caused it, are re- 
corded. 

To Mr. Hoss. The symptoms 
and other phenomena detailed, 
vrere, some of them, such as ar- 
senic might produce; some such 
as it probably would produce; 
and others such us perhaps noth- 
ing else could. Having endeav- 
ored to e.xclude all other testi- 
mony, I should on those alone 
have made up my mind as to his 
death. 1 cannot feel certain that 
I am not influenced by the other 
evidence in this case, but think 
that the train of symptoms, con- 
dition of the dead body, and 
chemical investigations,, com- 
bined, afford strong and sufficient 
ground for the opinion given. 

To the Court. Have never 
been deceived by the odor of ar- 
senic; tliere could have been no 
substance in the matter exam- 
ined that would have thrown out 
the smell of arsenic. From that 
examination and iny subsequent 
ones, as a mineralogist and man 
of science, have no doubt of the 
fireseiice of the odor of arsenic, 
and, of course, of arsenic. As a 
chemist in orrlinary investiga- 
tions, am warranted in relying on 
the odor as a test of the pres- 
ence of arsenic. A ring without 
the odor woidd not satisfy me, 
and of tJic two, if 1 must judge 
by one, should most dejiend on 
tiie odor, but only then for ordi- 
nary purposes; consider the 
black shining ring as additional 
evidence; it was distinguished 
from the ring of ciiinibar by the 
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absence of the smell of sulphur. 
Alone, however, 1 could not con- 
fide in it, as it is a new point, on 
which there is no good authority. 
Writers have .ascribed it to ohar- 
coal, but charcoal cannot produce 
it. Of the liquid tests sulphur- 
etted hydroen afforded a charac- 
teristic precipitate, which might 
have been sulphur, but was more 
probably a mixture of animal 
matter and a trace of arseni(s. 
As part of the series, it is of 
some import. As a chemist, and 
for all ordinary purposes, I 
should not feel warranted in re- 
jecting the train of chemical evi- 


dence in favor of the presence of 
arsenic, but cannot entirely di- 
vest myself of the influence, 
which ^e weight of authority, 
and the importance of the conse- 
quences naturally exert. With- 
out the odor, even a crust would 
not have satisfied me. Confined 
to one single test, I would prefer 
the odor. The black lustrous ring 
was additional evidence; for as it 
did not give a sulphureous, but 
an arsenioal smell, it could not 
be cinnabar; should not feel jus- 
tified in rejecting the train of 
chemical evidence. 


Mr. McDowell briefly opened the case for the Prisoner. 
The only evidence given was the deposition of Dr. Bachc^'^ 
and the verdict of acquittal in the case of Mrs. Chapman.^* 

Messrs. Reeii, McDowell, Rush and Ross addressed the jury, 
in the order in which they are named. 

April 27. 

Judge Pox charged the jury, after which they were placed 
in the custody of two constables, to be kept without meat, 
etc., until they were agreed upon their verdict. In less than 
three hours (it being about half-past nine o’clock in the 
evening), the jury returned into court with a verdict of 
QuUty of Mur,der in the First Degree, on the first and second 
counts of the indictment, and Not Ouilfy, on the third count. 

April 28. 

Mr. M'Dowell requested the Court to allow the counsel time to file 
reasons in arrest of judgment, if they should find it advisable to do 
so; and mentioned the time of four days, as the customary allow- 
ance. The Court acceded. 

May 1. 

Mr. Bush presented an application for a new trial, wliich was ar- 
gued by him but overruled by the Court without calling upon the 
Counsel for the Commonwealth. 

Previously to entering upon the argument, Mr. Bush asked if it 

See ante, p. 177. 

** See ante, p. 396. 
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would be necessary that the prisoner should he present pendinfr the 
discussion. 

The Court said it had been settled that there was no sneh neces- 
sity, if the counsel for the prisoner were willing to argue the motion 
in his absence. 

Mr. Boss moved that the prisoner now be brought up for 
sentence. He was accordingly brought into coui't (about 
half-past eleven) and asked if he had anything to say why 
sentence of death should not he passed upon him. 

Mr. McDowell said that the counsel had nothing further 
to say, but that the prisoner himself had drawn up a paper, 
which they thought it best to read in his own words. It was 
as follows: 

“Before the court shall proceed to pass upon me the sen- 
tence of the law, I wish to say a few words to them. My 
name is Carolino. I was horn on the 20th of December, 1809, 
in the city of Trinidad, in the island of Cuba, where my 
parents now reside. I was baptized in the Roman Catholic 
Church, and desire to die in its faith. I pray that a priest 
of that religion may be sent to me, that T may prepare myself 
for deatih, by confession, and the blessed absolution, and by 
partaking of the holy communion according to the rites and 
ceremonies of that church. I have written to my father and 
brother, and expect they will come to this country to see me; 
and T have, in the island of Cuba, a daughter four years old. 
It is necessary before I die that T should execute some legal 
papers, in order to secure some property to my daughter. 
T therefore pray the court to grant me at least a few months 
of existence before T am ordered to be executed.” 

Jttdoe Fox: These matters will be laid before the gov- 
ernor, who will no doubt grant the reqiiest which you make. 
Lino Amalia Espos y Mina, the sentence which the law im- 
poses upon you is, that you be taken hence to the prison of 
Bucks County, from whence you came, and from thence to 
the place of execution ; and that yon be there hanged b,y the 
neck until you are dead. And may God have mercy upon 
your souL 
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THE CONFESSION. 

During Mina’s imprisonment in the Bueks County jail he wrote 
in Spanish a lengthy account of his life which he delivered to the 
Shez^ with « request that it be printed, and it was published in Eng- 
lish by two different printers idle day after he was hanged. It stated 
that his name was Caroline Estradas de Mina and that he was bom 
on the Island of Cuba in 1809, where his father was commandant. He 
came to the United States in' 1829 and having been accused of steal- 
ing some jewelry was imprisoned for fourteen months. On his re- 
lease he started for Philadelphia, and on his way came to Mr. Chap- 
man’s house. Mrs. Chapman he said soon fell in love with him and 
poisoned her husband in order to marry him. He declared solemnly 
' that he had no hand in the crime, and that after their marriage she 
confessed her guilt to him, whereupon he left her. The confession 
(which is written in the third person) says: ^^During the same day 
Caroline led Mrs. C. into his chamber, and having locked the door, he 
threatened to stab her if she did not reveal the whole truth respect- 
ing the mysterious death of her husband, at the same time promising 
her that if she made a full confession, he would not harm her and 
would bind himself by the word of a gentleman to keep the whole an 
inviolable secret. She then confessed, that in order to marry him she 
had murdered her former husband; that she knew Caroline to be 
rich, and that when she would be married to him he^ would take her 
to live with his parents; that another motive for killing him was the 
fear that he would kill her through jealousy of Caroline. She had 
purchased the phial of poison from a doctor in the vicinity, and had 
given him one hundred dollars for it, and a promise of secrecy on 
his part as to having sold it. The directions were to give three drops 
per dav, hut she, fearing that Carolino should discover her husband 
to be jealous of him, and that his sentiments of honor should then 
induce him to leave her house, gave him ten drops per day instead 
of three — that the doctor had also told her this portion could only 
be administered in beer, and that it was in this beverage that she 
daily mixed the ingredient that was to rob her husband of his life; 
that she had been driven to this awful step, not merely for the jeal- 
ousy he evinced shortly before his decease, and the miserable life he 
caused her to lead, but principally to marry Carolino.” 

After his conviction he made an attempt to escape from the county 
prison, and succeeded in gaining the woods but was pursued and 
brought back to prison where he was loaded with irons to secure him. 

THE EXECUTION. 

June 21. 

Today Mina was executed at Doylestown. His confession, pub- 
lished the next day, added the following account of it : 

Caroline or Mina was hung yesterday, pursuant to his sentence, at 
20 minutes before 12 o’clock. The execution took place two miles 
from Doylestown, on the poor house ground ; it is computed that at 
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least 10,000 people were present, and we are pleased to state there 
were not more than 100 females in this vast concourse. The culprit 
was taken from the prison at half past 9 o’clock in the morningy and 
rode to the place of execution in an open dearborne, in company with 
the Sheriff and a Catholic priest of this city. The civil authorities of 
the village preceded the dearborne, and immediately after it, about 
twenty persons, assistants and friends of the Sheriff. After tliese, 
several troops of horses, and several companies of infantry, from the 
surrounding neighborhood, followed. 

Our informant visited Mina in prison at a late hour on Wednesday 
evening as well as on Thursday morning. On both occasions, the cul- 
prit conversed lightly and f^ly, on various subjects, and exhibited 
no symptoms of penitence till the clock struck nine (the hour fixed 
for his departure from prison), when lie raised his hands to Heaven, 
and exclaimed, “Oh my Ood ! the bouj^ is arrived !” And from that 
time until the moment of his execution, he appeared thoroughly given 
to reflections concerning liis dreadful fate, and held constant com- 
munion with the priest. He knelt on the scaffold beneath the 
gallows, and prayed with apparent sincerity for several minutes. He 
protested to the last that he was innocent of the crime for which he 
was about to suffer, and immediately before his exH into eternity, he 
made a short speech in Spanish, which was translated by the clergy- 
man. The substance of it was as follows: 

“Americans! you see before you an innocent victim — I have not to 
my knowled^ wronged any person! if 1 have, however, T sincerely 
hope they will forgive me, as 1 forgive all those who have ever 
wronged me : You thirst for my blood ! You think I am a coward ! 
I will show you that I will die like a man — Innocent Mina! — Poor 
Mina is innocent!” 

We regret to say that his death struggle was protracted for up- 
wards of ten minutes, there not being sufficient length of rope al- 
lowed for the fall to break his neck immediately. The poor wretch 
struggled convulsively for a long time, and endeavored apparently 
in every possible way to put an end to his mortal agony. There ap- 
peared to be not the slightest sympathy shown in any bosom for the 
sufferer, and so strong was the excitement against Mrs. Chapman, 
that had she appeared upon the ground, it was the opinion of many 
that she would immediately have been put to death. 

The conduct of the sheriff throughout was such as to have produced 
general satisfaction. He performed all the unpleasant duties of 
hangman, etc.,- with his own hands. 

On Tuesday night last, we understand that Mina attempted to 
commit suicide. Having found a rusty nail in one portion of his 
cell, he ground it to a sharp point on the stones, and penetrated one 
of the veins in his left arm, by which a great quantity of blood was 
emitted. After having been detected in the attempt, Md the wound 
bound up, he swallowed a large quantity of broken glaM, but unth- 
out having the desired effect Ohi being questioned wiUi regard to 
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these attempts, he said that his object wbf not to commit suicide, but 
to weaken himself by blood-letting, in order that his death by violence 
might be rendered easier. 

Throughout the revolting ceremony not the slightest disturbance 
took place among the spectators, and an involuntary shudder passed 
through the bosoms of all as the murderer was precipitated into 
eternity. 




THE TRIAL OF MAJOR GENERAL BENEDICT 
ARNOLD FOR CERTAIN MISDEMEANORS. 
RARITAN. NEW JERSEY, 1779. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

When in June, 1778, the British troops evaeiiated Philadel- 
phia, Major General Benedict Arnold* was appointed by Wash- 
ington to take command of that city. Ilis tusk was not an easy 
one as the enemy had been in possession for nearly a year and 
many of the leading citizens were of doubtful patriotism and 
inclined to the interests of the King of England. And much of 
the property belonged to this class of the inhabitants or its 
ownership w^as doubtful, thus affording a great opportunity 
for graft and fraud. One of his first acts was to issue a proc- 

' Arnold, Benedict. (1741-1801.) Born Nonvicli, Conn. After 
some 3 "ears as an apothecary apprentice, lie reinoveil in ITO.-! to New 
Haven, where he carried on a drug buHiness ffoiiibined with book sell- 
ing. At the beginning of the Bevoliition he was cfiipliiin of u coiii- 
l>any at New Haven, which he took to Massachusetts after the battle 
of Jjexington. He went on the expedition against Fort Ticoiidcrogu 
and promoted to Colonel, he sailed down Lake Champlain and cap- 
tured St.Johns. He projiosed to Washington nn expedition ngainst 
Quebec, and was sent there in command of it. He captured Montreal 
and was made a General, but was unsuccessful and ('anadu was aban- 
doned. In 1777 Arnold took a coiispicuons part with General Gates, 
which resulted in the surrender of Hurgoyiic’s army. (S€*e 3 Am. 
St. Tr. 806.) On account of wounds he left the active 8c»rviiw and was 
appointed Commander of Philadelphia. There he quarrelled with the 
civil authorities, which resulted in his court martini, after which he 
began his correspondence with the British, ami the plot to surrender 
West Point. This was discovered by the capture of Major AndW* 
{pottt, p. 464), but he escaped to the British lines and as the price of 
his treason w’as paid a large sum of money and made a Brigadier Gen- 
eral in the British army. He led a force against his countrymen and 
destroyed much property and captured several forts. At file end of 
the war he went to England, where he lived twenty years, but went to 
St. Joiin, New Brunswick for a time, where be en^ged in business. 
He became very unpopular there and was hung in effigy. He re- 
turned to England, and when the war with France began he peti- 
tioned for a command, but as no officers would ser\*e or associate 
with him, it was refus^. He died in London, aged 61. 
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lamation prohibiting the sale of goods until a conunission 
should decide whether any part belonged to the King or his 
subjects. Though this measure had been ordered by Congress 
it was extremely unpopular in Philadelphia and caused a pre* 
judice and dislike which turned public opinion strongly 
against him. 

There was nothing in the character of General Arnold to 
conciliate the favor of the masses when once lost, and the lus- 
ter of his military fame, as .the fighting general, was soon ob- 
scured by a course of official and private conduct, which be- 
trayed the speculator, and the weak, vain, and ambitious man. 
To add to this was the fact that his associations in the city 
were largely among those who secretly hoped for the success 
of the royal cause. 

The habits of General Arnold while holding chief military 
command in Philadelphia, were extravagant to a degree far 
beyond his income. He indulged in an expensive equipage, a 
sumptuous table, and costly livery, and he became involved in 
debt, from which he undertook to extricate himself by private 
speculations, which were unfortunate. He took shares in pri- 
vateers, and was unlucky. He presented claims against the 
United States, for expenses incurred in his northern cam- 
paigns, which were disallowed by the commissioners appointed 
to audit them. He quarreled with members of Congress who 
happened to oppose his claims, and he was continually allud- 
ing to his wounds, his scars, and his services, as a reason why 
his pretensions should be regarded and his demands allowed. 

At the end of seven months his difficulties with the Presi- 
dent and Council of Pennsylvania had drawn from that body 
a severe public censure upon his conduct, which was followed 
by a direction to the Attorney General to prosecute him for 
“such illegal and oppressive acts as were cognizable in courts 
of law,” and the Council enumerated eight distinct charges 
against him. These were: 1. Giving protection to a vessel 
owned by a disloyal person to leave Philadelphia, proceed to 
sea and enter any port of the United States. 2. Closing up 
the shops in Philadelphia on his tAking command so that even 
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officers of the army could not purchase, while privately making 
purchases for his own benefit and profit. 3. Imposing menial 
offices on militia men, and declaring that when a citizen be- 
came a soldier he must obey every order of a superior without 
questioning it. 4. Preventing the decision of a prize case by 
purchasing the vessel himself at a low and inadequate price. 
5. Appropriating State wagons to transport private property 
and disloyal persons. 6. When Congress had given to the Ex- 
ecutive of each state the sole power to recommend persons who 
should be allowed to go wdthin the enemy’s line, he (General 
Arnold) attempted to make said recommendations himself. 7. 
When he was questioned as to the excessive use of public wag- 
ons he gave to the civil authorities ‘^an indecent and disre- 
spectful refusal of any satisfaction w’hatever.” 8. Ilis neg- 
lect and discouragement of loyal persons both military and 
civil and his different conduct towards disloyal persons. 

These complaints were also presented to Congress, which re- 
ferred them to a Commission of ln(iuiry, but, through some 
misunderstanding, the Council did not furnish the necessary 
testimony, and the Commission acciuitted General Arnold of 
criminality in the matter charged against him. Congress did 
not act on the report, but after a long delay with the consent 
of the Council decided that the matter should be sent to a mili- 
tary tribunal. 

Arnold had resigned his command at Philadelphia but con- 
tinued to reside there, holding his cornmisKion in the army but 
filling no public office. His disagreeable manners and the un- 
popularity of his character rendered him odious to the inhab- 
itants and one day he was assaulted in the streets by the popu- 
lace. 

It was not until the last month of 1779 that the Court Mar- 
tial appointed by Washington, assembled at Raritan, New Jer- 
sey, and the trial began. Arnold ’s defense was studied, elab- 
orate and characteristic. He took up one by one the eight 
charges of the Penn^lvania Council, although only four of 
them had been referred to the Court, and attempted to refute 
them in detail. On soma he was successful but he weakened 
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the force of his arguments and diminished the value of his 
facts by making a parade of his patriotism, his service, his 
sacrifice and his wounds and by enumerating his wrongs real 
and imaginary. He read letters from Washington and reso- 
lutions of Congress to show that his conduct as a soldier had 
always been approved and applauded, aiming in this way to 
draw the attention of the Court from the real merits of the 
case.* 

The Court took time to consider the testimony and decided 
apparently without bias or passion. Of the second and third 
charges he was wholly acquitted. The two others ; that relat- 
ing to the giving protection to the ship of a royalist and that 
charging his with employing the public wagons of Pennsyl- 
vania for the transportation of private property were sus- 
tained, but not so far as to imply a criminal intention. The 
Court was of the opinion, however, that considering the high 
station in which General Arnold acted at the time, and the 
effect of his conduct under the circumstances in which he was 
placed, these transactions were imprudent and improper. On 
this ground and with reference to these two charges only the 
Court sentenced him to be repremanded by the Commander 
in Chief. And Washington in peifforming the duty imposed 
on him as the head of the army exercised all the delicacy which 
he thought due to an officer of high rank and bravery, and 
which was likewise conformable to his own character and feel- 
ings.® 

THE TRIAL.®* 

Before a Court of Military Officers, Raritan, New Jersey, 
December, 1779. 

Majob General Howe,® President. 

BRiaADiEB Generals Smallwood,® Knox,® Woodford,* Ir- 
vine.* Stark,* Maxwell,*® Gist,** 

* Sparks, Benedict Arnold, 138. 

* Sparks, Benedict Arnold, 141-144. 

Bibliography. The proceedings of the court martial upon the 
ease of General Arnold were confirmed by Congress on the 12th of 
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Colonels Moylan, W<x)d, Harrison, Hai,l, Gonby, RitrLER, 
Van Cobtlandt," Dayton,’* Bradley, “ Hampton,'* Hazen.*" 

Lieutenant Colonels Harmar, Sims, Popkins, Sher- 
burne,” Jackson,”* Spencer,'" Weisenpeldt.'"* 

December 22. 

Ou May 29tli tVu* Coinmantlpr in (.'liiof (Gpiipral Wnsluni;- 
ton) issued an order direct ing a General Court Martial to Ih* 
held on June 1st, for the trial of Major General Arnold aa 


February’, 17tS0, and on the it was tirdoivd that fifty he 

printed. 

*'*Proceeding:s of a Genera! Cniirl Martial of the Line, held ut 
Raritan, in the State of New .l<»i*sey, by order (»f 11 is Kxeelleiiey 
Georj*:e Washing?! on, Ks(|., General and ( Nnnmunder in Ghief of the 
Army of the I'liiled Stales of Anieriea, for the Trial t>f Major Gi'ii- 
eral Arnold, June 1, 177!1, Major General Howe, president. I*idi- 
lislied by order of (-onjrress. Philadelphia: Printed by FraneiK 
Bailey, in Market Slrt?et. MDC(’LXX.\.” 

*“Proeeedinfr8 of a General Gourt Martial for the trial of Major 
General Arnold, with an Introduetion, Notes and Index. New York: 
Privately printed. 1807).*’ This volume, of whieh only 7.“> eopii>H 
were printed, was from the original edition of 1780, printed by 
Francis Bailey, and was rejjrodueed witliout ehan^e or addition, ex* 
eeptiiij? by way of introduetion and notes. 

*Howk, Kohkrt. ( 17 ;i 2 - 17 Sri.) Horn and died in Hrunswiek 
County, N. C. Bee.aine Golonel of the First North Garolina Kejiri- 
ment and went early into and served with distinetion in the Revolu- 
tionary war. Beeame Hri^radier General a»id was in eonirnand at the 
Battle of Savannah. 

® Smallwood, William. (17.12-1702.) Horn Kent Gounty, Mary- 
land. In 1776 w'as made Bripidier Gi*iiernl for services in the Revo- 
lutionary war and was promoted to Im» Major General in 1780. In 
1785 was elected to the Gontinental Gon.mess from Maryland and 
Governor of the State. Died in JVince Georjfe Gonnty, Md, 

® Knox, Hknky. (1750-1806.) Horn in Hoston. Was C'utitairi of 
Militia before the RevoIntioiiar\’ war. Served in tin* French and 
Indian wars, and w'as at Bunker Hill. Promoted to Hri^rndier General, 
1777; Major General, 1785; Secretary of War, 178.5-1780-170.5; was 
the second Commander of the Pniled States Army. Died in Tliotnus- 
ton, Maine. 

^Woodford, William. (1735-1780.) Ihirn in t'arolina (bounty, 
Virpnia. Appointed Brigadier General, Pniled States Army, 1777 
and was distinpiished in the French and Indian wars. In 177.5, was 
appointed Colonel of the Second Virpnia Repment. He served in 
the battle of Great Bridge in December, 1775; at Brandywine 
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directed by a resolution of Congress of April 3, 1779. The 
meeting of the Court on June 2nd was deferred until today , 
when it assembled at Norris" Tavern. 


(where he was wounded), and at Monmouth. Was taken prisoner at 
Charleston during the siege of 1780, and died in the hands of the 
enemy at New York City. . 

** Irvixis, William. (1741-1804.) Bom in Ireland and ^rved for 
some time as surgeon on a British war ship. In 1763 emigrated to 
Pennsylvania and became (yolonel of a Pennsylvania regiment. In 
1781 the defense of the Northwestern frontier was entrusted to him 
and he attained the rank of Major General. Delegate from Pennsyl- 
vania to Continental Congress, 1786-1788. Member of Third United 
States Congress, 1793-1795. Removed to Philadelphia and became 
Superintendent of Military Stores. Died in Pbiladelyjhia. 

® Stark, Joiix. (1728-1832.) Bom Londonderry, N. H. Known 
to history as the victor over the British at Bennington, Ver- 
mont, Aug. 16, 1777. Died in Manchester, N. H. He was ap- 
pointed to the Court Martial on December 19, in the place of Gen- 
eral Irvine, who had been challenged. 

Maxwell, William. Born in Ireland. Represented Sussex 
County in the New Jersey Provincial Congress. First Colonel of a 
New Jersey regiment, he became Brigadier General in 1776. Died 
in Sussex County, N. J. He was appointed to the Court Martial on 
December 19, in the place of General Woodford wlio was absent. 

Gist, Mordecai. (1743-1792.) Born Baltimore, Md. Served 
through the Revolutionary war. Became Brigadier General. Dis- 
tinguished himself at the Battle of Camden, S. C., and was present 
at the surrender of Cornwallis. After the war he purchased a plan- 
tation near Charleston, S. C., and resided there until his death. He 
was appointed to the Court Martial on December 21, in the place of 
General Smallwood, who was called away. 

CoL. Philip Van Cortlandt was made a member on December 
19, vice Col. Stephen Moylan, absent. He entered the revolution 
at an early ]>eriod, and served through the war. In 1793 he entered 
Congress and remained sixteen years. Died 1831, aged 82. 

CoL. Elias Dayton was made a member on December 19, vice 
Col. Popkins, absent. 

Col. Stephen Bradley was made a member on December 19, 
vice Col. Joseph Wood, absent. 

Col. Richard Hampton was made a member on December 19, 
vice Col. Charles Harrison, absent. 

Col. Moses Hazen of the New York Line was made a member 
on December 19, vice Col. R. Butler, challenged. He had raised a 
regiment of Canadians in the expedition to Canada; and while on 
the service had been personally associated with General Arnold. 

Col. Sherburne was made a member on December 17, vice Col. 
Josiah Hannar who had been challenged. 
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JoJin Lawrence Judge Advocate. 

The Judge Advocate i*ead the orders of the Commander in 
Chief and the names of the ofSBeers of tin? Court. 

General Arnold objected to General Irvine, Colonel Butler 
and Lieutenant Colonel Harmar, which objection was allowed 
by the Court.=” 

The members of the Court were sworn according to the 
rules and articles of war. 

The Judge Adx^ocate produced the proceedings of the coun- 
cil of the state of Pennsylvania, relative to Major General Ar- 
nold, dated February 3, 1779, and a resolution of the Con- 
gress, dated April 3, 1779; wiiich was read, as follows: 

IN COUNCIL. 

Philadelphia, February 3, 1779* 
Present, 

His Excellency Joseph Reed,-^ Esq., Pwsident. 

The Honorable George Bryan,-- Esij., Vice-President. 

Colonel Joseph Hart, 

John Macky, 

James M'Kene, 

James Read,--’ 

John Hanibright, and 
Thomas Scott, Es<iuires. 


CoL. Jackson was ai)pointed a member on DecomlK^r 22, vice 

Col. Hazen. ^ ^ i • 

CoL. Oliver Spencer was made ii inenibcr on December Jl, vice 

General Stark, who was ill. i 

Col. WeisenfeIjUT was appointed a member on Deceniljer 22, 


vice Col. Hampton. „ « , j 

L\w'rence, John. (I10O-I820. ) Born ( i»niwall, England^ 
came to America in 1767; admitted to Bar. 177.V, enleml llie army, 


press, .mope. i ’ 

States Senator, ITfMi-lHtKI. Died in New \<.rk ( ily. 

*® The officers cliallenped were citizens of I ennsylvania, whuh may 


have heen the reason. . xt i ri.nHnniMi 

« Reed, Joseph. (1741-17»i.) Born 
Princeton, 17 ^ 7 , and bepan practice of law in Jus S 

an active part in the Revolution and was 1 resident of the Pt y 



418 


VI AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


This board having maturely considered the ^neral tenor and 
course of the military command exercised by Major (General Arnold 
in this city and state, and divers transactions which have appeared to 
this board during his command, do resolve unanimously, 

First. That the same hath been in many respects oppressive to 
the faithful subjects of the state, unworthy of his rank and station, 
highly discouraging to those who have manifested their attachment 
to the liberties and interest ,of America and disrespectful to the su- 
preme executive authority of the state. 

Wherefore, resolved unanimously, 

vania Convention. Was aide-camp-secretary to Gteneral Washing- 
ton. Delegate from Pennsylvania to the Continental Congress, 1777, 
and President of Pennsylvania, 1778-1781. In 1784 he made a voy- 
age to Kngland, chietly for the restoration of his health, but returned 
in nine months but little benefited. He was elected to Congress 
from Pennsylvania after his return, but was unable to take his seat, 
and died in Philadelphia the next year. 

“*Mh. Bhyan emigrated from Dublin, Ireland, at an early age; 
engaged extensively in commercial business, but was finally unsuc- 
cessful. He was active and public spirited; was chosen a delegate 
to the Congress of 17(15, and after the De 4 ’laration of Independence, 
was chosen vice-president of the Supreme Executive Council of 
Pennsylvania. In 1779, ui)on the state constitution going into effect, 
he was elected a member of the legislature, in which he planned and 
advocated a law for the gradual abolition of slavery'. In 1780, he 
was apf)ointed a judge of the Supreme Court, and held this office till 
his death, which occurred January 28, 3791, at the age of sixty years. 
His associates in the council were all prominent and influential citi- 
zens. 

Cotj. James Reed was a native of Delaware, but removed to Phil- 
adelphia in early life and look a prominent part in the war of the 
Revolution. In 1775 he was appointed Paymaster of the fleet. In 
1775 he became Lieutenant in a Philadelphia regiment, and was with 
Oeneral Washington when he crossed the Delaware on Christmas 
night, 1776, and within a short time, participated with his company 
in the last bayonet charge at the battle of Princeton. In June, 1777, 
he became Major of the 1st battalion of Philadelphia city militia, and 
was present at the battle of Brandywine in September. Soon after- 
wards he was appointed Brigadier Major on the staff of Gen. Irwin, 
and held that position at the battle of Germantown. In 1779, Major 
Read was made IJeu tenant Colonel Commandant of a Philadelphia 
regiment, and resigned as paymaster of the navy. In the same year 
Congress appointed him a commissioner of the Navy Board. He was 
for several years a member of the select council of Philadelphia, 
aiid during the war of 1812, was one of the committee to provide for 
the defense of the river Delaware. He was also for a long time, 
member of the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania. He died 
at Philadelphia in 1822, aged 79. 
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Second, That nothing but the most urgent and pressing necessity 
can justify or induce this board to call forth any ^vagons or militia, 
or otherwise subject the good people of this state to the power and 
command of the said General Arnold within the state, should he re- 
sume it upon his return. 

Third, Ordered, That the Attorney General do prosecute the said 
General Arnold for such illegal and oppressive conduct as is cog- 
nizable in the courts of law. 

And, that this board may not be supposed capable of passing the 
above resolves U2>on mere general grounds, and inoi'e especially in 
the case of one who has formerly distinguished himself in public* ser- 
vice, they think proper to declare that the consideration last men- 
tioned has hitherto restrained them from taking proper notice of 
General Arnold, hoping that every unworthy transaction would be 
the last, or that a becoming sense of such improprieties would effect 
an alteration of conduct. But finding that tenderness has only led 
to insult and farther oppression, duty to the state, regard to tlie in- 
terest and hapjiiness of the good people tliereot*, who must l>e affected 
by all abuses of power, oblige us thus to take notice IhercHif ; 
and farther declare, that the said n^solves are founded upon the fol- 
lowing articles, in which they have sulTicient ground to esteem Gen- 
eral Arnold cul]mble. 

First, That while in the camp of General Washington at Valley 
Forge, last spring, he gave fiermission to a vessel bidonging to per- 
sons then voluntarily residing in this city willi the enemy, and of dis- 
affected character, to come into a ]iort of the Tnited States, without 
the knowledge of the authority of the stale, or of the comma ndcr in 
chief, though then })resent. 

Second, in having shut up the shops and stores on his arrival in 
the city, so as even to prevent ollicers of the army from purchasing, 
while he privately made considerable purchases for his own benefit, 
as is alleged and believed. 

Third, In imposing menial offices upon the sons of freemen of lliis 
state, when called forth by the desire of congress to perform iiiilitiii 
duty; and "when remonstrated to licreupon, justifying himself in 
writing, upon the ground of having power so to do; lor that, ‘‘^vhen 
a citizen assumed the character of a siddier, the former was entirely 
lost in the latter; and that it was the duty of the militia to obey 
every order of his aids (not a breach of the laws and constitution) 
as his (the general's) without judging of the jirojiriety of them.” 

Fourth, For that, when a prize was brouglit into this port by the 
Convention brig of this state, whereupon a dispute arose resfiecting 
the capture, w^hich would otherwise in great firobabiJity have been 
amicably adjusted between the claimants. General Arnold interposed 
by an illegal and unworthy purchase of the suit, at a low and inade- 
quate price, as has been publicly charged hy a reputable citizen; to 
which may in some degree be ascribed the delay of justice in the 
courts of appeal, and the dispute in which the state may probably be 
involved with congress hereupon. 
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Fifth, The appropriating the wagons of this state when called 
forth upon a special emergency last autumn, to the transportation 
of private property, and that of persons who voluntarily remained 
with the enemy last winter, and were deemed disaffected to the inter- 
ests and independence of America. 

Sixth, In that, Congress by a resolve of the twenty-first of August 
last, having given to the executive power of every state, an ex- 
clusive power to recommend persons desirous of going within the 
enemy’s lines, to the officer there commanding, General Arnold, in 
order, as may reasonably be inferred, to elude the said resolve, wrote 
a letter, as appears by comparison of hands and the declaration of 
the intended bearer, recommendatory for the above purpose, and 
caused his aide-de-camp. Major Clarkson, to sign the same. But the 
said device not taking effect, through the vigilance of the officers at 
Filizabethtown, General Arnold, wi^out disclosing any of the above 
circumstances, applied to council for their permission, which was in- 
stantly refused, the connection, character and situation of the party 
being well known and deemed utterly improper to be indulged with 
such permission, thereby violating the resolve of Congress, and 
usurping the authority of this board. 

Seventh, This board having, upon the complaint of several in- 
habitants of Chester County, through the late wagon master general, 
requested of the said General Arnold to state the said transaction re- 
specting the wagons, in order that they might satisfy the complain- 
ants, or explain the same without further trouble, received in return 
an indecent and disrespectful refusal of any satisfaction whatsoever. 

Eighth, The discouragement and neglect manifested by General 
Arnold, during his command, to civil, military and other characters, 
who have adhered to the cause of the country — with an entire differ- 
ent conduct towards those of another character, are too notorious to 
need proof or illustration. And if this command has been, as is gen- 
erally believed, supported at an expense of four or five thousand 
pounds per annum to the United States, we freely declare we shall 
very unwillingly pay any share of expenses thus incurred. 

Extract from the minutes, 

T. Matlack, Secretary. 


In Congress. 

April 3, 1779. 

Resolved, That His Excellency Joseph Reed’s letter to Congress 
of the 25th January, 1779, and General Arnold’s letter of 8th and 
12th February, and the Resolves therein contained of the executive 
council of Pennsylvania, be, with the evidence which has been col- 
lected and reported by the committee on those letters, transmitted to 
the commander in chief; and that be be directed to appoint a court 
martial on the first, second, third and fifth articles contained in the 
said resolves of the said executive council, tlie said articles only be- 
ing cognizable by a court martial; and that the reference be notified 
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by the supreme executive council, and they be requested to furnish 
the evidence to the court martial. 


Major General Arnold asked that the proceedings of the 
council of the state of Pennsylvania, dated January 18 and 21, 
1779, and His Excellency President Reed’s letter to the hon- 
orable the Congress, dated January 25, 1779, might be pro- 
duced. The Judge Adi^ocate, at the desire of the court, pro- 
duced them, which being read, are as follows: 

Is Council. 

Philadelphia, January 18, 1779. 

A representation having been made by (Colonel Andrew Boyd, 
wagon master of the County of ('Chester, through James Young, Ksq., 
wagon master general, to this board, that Jesse Jordan, a deputy 
wagon master, was sent by Colonel Boyd, with a brigade of twelve 
wagons, to Philadelphia, under the wagon law of this state, to con- 
vey provisions from thence to New Windsor, in consequence of orders 
from him (the wagon master general) of the 27ih September last; 
and that, when the said Jordan returned home, he informed Colonel 
Boyd, that when he arrived in Philadelphia with his brigade he ap- 
plied to John Mitchell, Ksq., deputy quarter master general, for load- 
ing, who sent him w’ith his brigade to Eggharbor without loading, 
with orders to load merchandise there of private property, and return 
with it to Philadelphia, which he did; that the loading was delivered 
there into private stores. On consideration, 

Ordered, That Mr. Mitchell be requested to state to council, in 
writing, the transaction relating to Jordan’s brigade of wagons, sent 
by him to Eggharbor, ascertaining the property, or to whom the 
same was delivered. 

Extract from the minutes, 

T. Matlock, Secretary. 

Quartermaster genernrs office, 
Philadelphia, Januarj^ 19, 1779. 


Sir, 

I this day received an order, signed by the wcretnr>' of the hon- 
orable council of this state, requesting I would give them information 
respecting a brigade of wagons under the conduct of Jesse Jordan, 
a wagon master from Chester County, the council having been in- 
formed that I sent them to Eggharbor, to convey private proy>erty 
to this city. I shall at all times be ready to give your excellency and 
the honorable council every information you think necessary for the 
good of the public, or this state in particular, which relates to my 
office, or the business of the department, as I have no desire to con- 
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ceal any part of my conduct as a public officer, having conducted the 
business under my direction with integrity, and justice to the pub- 
lic. The following are the state of facts required, viz. : 

In the month of October last, at the time the enemy had landed 
some troops at Eggharbor, General Arnold desired I would furnish 
him with a brigade of teams, which he wanted to send to the Jeisies, 
and, that be would pay the hire of them, they being wanted to re- 
move property which was in imminent danger of falling into the 
hands of the enemy. I informed him, he should have the wagon 
master of the first brigade which could be spared from public service, 
sent to him, when he would give such orders as he pleased. Accord- 
ingly, about the 22d of October, Mr. Jordan was sent to the general, 
to receive his directions, having at that time sent forward a large 
supply for the army, etc. When Jordan returned, he was desired to 
make out his account to General Arnold, to be paid. I do not know 
where the loading was stored, nor whose property is was, further 
than what is before mentioned. A greater number of continental 
teams coming in than 1 expected, enabled me to comply with Gen- 
eral Arnold’s request, without any inconvenience to the service. If 
there is anything further, in which I can satisfy your excellency and 
the council, I will wait on you at any time with pleasure. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect 
Your excellency’s most obedient 
And most humble servant, 

John Mitchell, D. Q. M. G. 

His Excellency Joseph Reed, Esq., President of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Copy. 

T. Matlack, Secretary. 


In Council. 

Philadelphia, January 21, 1779. 

Council having received from John Mitchell, Esq., deputy quarter 
master general, a state of the transaction, in pursuance of the re- 
solve of council of the 18th instant, by which it appears he acted 
therein in consequence of orders from Major General Arnold. 

Ordered, That the secretary make out a copy of said minute, witb 
Mr. Mitchell’s state, and transmit them to Major General Arnold, 
requesting him to inform this board whether the property for which 
the said wagons were ordered, was public or private. If the latter, 
to whom the same belonged; and farther to inform this board by vir- 
tue of what resolve of Congress, or other authority, public wagons 
of this state were sent into another state, to do business merely of a 
private nature. 

Ordered, Also, That the quartermaster general be desired to order 
Jesse Jordan, a wagon master in his employ*, to attend this board, to 
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satisfy them with respect to the employ of the public waprons of this 
state, in September last. 

Extract from the niiuntes, 

T. Matlaek, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, January 25, 1779. 

Gentlemen, 

I received a letter from Mr. Timothy Matlnek, your secretary, of 
the 22d instant, enclosing’ an order of council of the 18th, Colonel 
MitchelTs answer of the 19th, and a subsequent order of council of 
the 21st instant. 

I think it very extraordinary*, that after Colonel Mitchell had, by 
his letter of the 19th, so fully and clearly answered the requisition 
of council in their order of the 18th, they should have passed the 
order of the 21st. In answer 1 shall only say, that I am at all times 
ready to answer my puhlic conduct to Congress or General Wash- 
ington, to whom alone 1 am accountable. 

T am, Gentlemen, 

Your most hiirnhle sen*nnt, 

H. Arnold. 

To the President and Council of the State of Pennsylvania. 

Copy. 

T. Matlaek. Secretary. 


In CoirNfiL. 

Philadelfdiia, January^ 25, 1779. 

Sir, 

This board, which by its duty and station is hound to ]>rotect the 
rights and interests of the good people of this state, having received 
a complaint from Mr. Andrew Boyd, in behalf of himself and others, 
that the public wagons of the state, when calh»d fortli under the 
wagon law, have been employed in the transportation of private 
property, requested of John Mitchell, Esq., I), Q. M. fS., the reasons 
of such conduct. Mr. Mitchell, admitting the fact, alleged in justifi- 
cation, that the wagons had bc»en so employed by the direction of 
General Arnold, then the military commanding olTicer of this state. 
This board having thereupon transmitted General Arnold n coj»y 
of their proceedings, with Mr. Mifcheirs answer, and re*|uested Gen- 
eral Arnold to give us a state of the transaetion, he tliis day re- 
turned for ansmw, ‘That he was at all ii?nes ready to answer for 
his public conduct to Congress or General Washington, to whom 
alone he was acountnble.'- 

The indignity offered to us upon this occasion, as well as a due 
regard to the violated rights of the freemen of this state, calls upon 
us to resent such treatment, and in their rames we shall call upon 
the delegates of the United States for justice, and reparaticm of our 
authority, thus wounded by one of their officfers. But as we learn 
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that Gen. Arnold is about to depart this city for some time, and 
may thereby elude inquiry into this transaction, as well as some 
others under our consideration, we request he may be detained till 
the whole proceedings can be laid before you in form, and that he 
forbear exercising any further command in this city, until the 
charges against him are examined. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

Jos. Reed, President 

Honorable John Jay, Esq., President of Congress. 

The Judge Advocate exhibited as charges against Major Oen- 
oral Arnold^ the first, second, third, and fifth articles contained 
in the proceedings of the conneil of the state of Pennsylvania. 

General Arnold pleaded not guilty. 

In support of the first charge, the Judge Advocate produced 
a protection given by Major General Arnold, to Captain Rob- 
ert Shewell, Junior, and others, for the schooner Charming 
Nancy, dated, camp, Valley Forge, June 4, 1778, which being 
read, is as follows : 

Whereas, Capt. Robert Shewell, Junior, a merchant of the city 
of Philadelphia, in behalf of himself and company, has this day 
made information to me, that himself and company have a certain 
schooner called the Charming Nancy, New England built, about sev- 
enty-five tons burthen, now lying l^fore the city of Philadelphia, 
which schooner William Moore is master, loaded with salt, linens, 
woolens, glass, loaf sugar and bohea tea, nails, etc., consigned to 
William Shirtlifi, supercargo on board; which property, they were 
of opinion, was not safe at Philadelphia, and as friends to their 
country, wished to have protection for said vessel and cargo, that 
the same might be brought into some port in the United States of 
America. 

In full confidence of their upright intentions, I do hereby grant 
said Robert Shewell, Junior, and company, protection for said vessel 
and cargo. And said schooner is hereby permitted to sail into any 
of the ports of the United States of America, and all officers and 
soldiers of the continental army, and other persons, are herby for- 
bidden to give any umbrage or molestation to the said Captain 
Moore, or the said vessel and cargo. 

Given under my hand, camp. Valley Forge, June 4, 1778. 

B. Arnold, M. Gen. 

Major General Arnold admitted that he gave the protection 
while in the camp of His Excellency General Washington at 
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Valley Forge, without the knowledge or the authority of the 
state of Pennsylvania, or the commander-in-chief, though then 
present. 

THE WITNESSES. 


Timothy Matlack.^^ Know the 
character of Captain Robert 
Sliewell, Junior, at the time of 
that pass beiiijr given. He was 
generally reputed not to be well 
affected to the United States of 
America. He informed me that 
he was ordered to leave Gen. 
Washington’s camp, in conse- 
quence of the character that had 
been given of him ; and upon his 
appearing on parade afterwards, 
he was ordered to leave General 
Washington’s camf) on ])ain of 
imprisonment. Ht» resided 5n 
Philadelphia. Do not know 
whether General Arnold knew his 
general character at the time he 
gave the permission, or whether 
General Arnold knew of Caidain 
Sliewelfs being ordered to leave 
the camp of General Wasliing- 
ton, previous to his having given 
him tlie permit. It was sup- 
posed Mr. Shirtliff was con- 
cerned in the vessel and several 
others, whose characters 1 know 
nothing of and cannot give; and 
it was supposed tliat General 
Arnold was concerned in the ves- 
sel or cargo. 

To General Arnold. The con- 
versation took its rise from Mr. 
Shewell’s mentioning to me, that 
he was likely to be treated ill. 


upon a charge of his having ill- 
treated Mr. Paul Kooks at tlie 
coffee house in Pliiladelphiu, 
Avhile the enemy had possession 
of the city. The reason he as- 
signed to me, for his being ord- 
ered to leave General Washing- 
ton’s camp, was, he supposed he 
had been represented to General 
Washington as being unfriendly 
to America. Do not know that 
upon several alarms raptaiii 
Shewoll turned out with the 
militia, and did duty with them; 
consider him at the time the pro- 
tection W’as given, to be unfriend- 
ly to the United Slates of Amer- 
ica. 

Dcvemher 2L 

Timothy Matlark, Some time 
during the enemy's liaving pos- 
session of the city of Philadel- 
phia, information was given to 
the hoard of war, that property 
belonging to Captain Robert 
Shewell, Jr., was arrived in Vir- 
ginia, |mrt of a vtwscd and cargo 
in which the Wykoffs, one or 
more of that family, was con- 
cerned. An order was issued for 
their lH*ing seiz<*d, ns belonging 
to (’a plain Robert Shewell, Jr., 
w'lifi WHS deemed unfriendly to 
the United Stales of America. 
They were sidzed on tliat order, 


®*Mr. Matlack was prominent in the proceedings in this case. 
He had previously sensed in the army, and was conspicuous for 
his devotion to the revolutionary cause. Although belonging to the 
society of Friends in early life, he found no scruples in the way of 
taking arms in defense of his property and his liberty. He resided 
many years in Lancaster, Pa., and late in life was appointed pro- 
thonotary of one of the courts of Philadelphia. He died at Holmes- 
borongh, Pa., in 1829, aged 99. 
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and were detained : the length of 
time 1 cannot ascertain, nor do 
I know of their being delivered 
up to this day. This informa- 
tion I received from Mr. Shew- 
ell and from Mr. Isaac Wykoff. 
This order was issued by the 
board of war several months be- 
fore Captain Robert Shelvell, 
Junior, obtained the permission 


of (General Arnold. Do not know 
whether General Arnold knew of 
the board of war having issued 
the order. The board of war sat 
at the time at Yorktown. Do not 
know where General Arnold was 
at that time, further than it was 
a general knowledge that he was 
with the army at the northward. 


In support of the second charge, the Judge Advocate pro- 
duced His Excellency General Washington's instructions to 
Major General Arnold, dated June 18, 1778, a resolution of 
the honorable the Congress, dated June 5, 1778; and a copy 
of a proclamation issued by Major General Arnold, dated June 
19, 1778; which being read, are as follows: 

To Major General Arnold. 

Sir, 

You are immediately to proceed to Philadelphia, and take com- 
mand of the troops tlierc. You will find the objects of your com- 
mand specified in the enclosed cojiy of a resolution of Congress of 
the 5th instant. The means of executing the powers vested in you, 1 
leave to your own judgment, not doubting that you will exercise them 
in the mminer which shall be found most. efi:eetual, and, at the same 
time, most consistent willi tlie rights of the citizens. 

I have directed the quarter master general, commissary general and 
clothier general to send proper persons in their respective depart- 
ments into the city, to take possession, fur the use of the army, of all 
public stores left in the city by the enemy, which may not properly 
fall under the description of the enclosed resolve. In the execution 
of this duty, they will act under your directions and with your as- 
sistance. 

Given at headquarters this 18th day of June, 1778. 

G. Washington. 

In Congress. 

June 5, 1778. 

Resolved, That, should the city of Philadelphia be evacuated by the 
enemy, it will be expedient and proper for the commander in chief to 
take effectual care that no insult, plunder or injury of any kind may 
be offered to the inhabitants of the said city. That, in order to pre- 
vent public or private injury, from the operations of ill disposed 
persons, the general be directed to take early and proper care to 
prevent the removal, transfer or sale of any goods, waies- or mer- 
chandise in possession of the inhabitants of the said city, until the 
property of the same shall be ascertained by a joint committee, con- 
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sisting of persons appointed by Congress, and of persons appointed 
by the supreme executive council of the State of Peiinsylvaiiiu; to- 
wit: so far as to deteniiine whether any or what part thereof, may 
belong to the king of Oreat Britain, or ‘to any of his subjects. 
Extract from the minutes, 

Charles Tliomson,"* Secretary’. 

By the Honorable Major General Arnold, (\niuuander in chief of the 
forces of the T'niled Slates of America, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, etc. 


A Proclamation. 

In order to protect tlie persons and property of tlie inhahitanls of 
this city from insult and injury, to secure the public and }»rivute 
stores which the enemy may liave left in tlie city, and to prevent tlie 
disorder and confusion naturally arising from want of government, 

His Excellency General Washington, in coin]dinnce with the fol- 
lowing resolution of Congress, has thought proper to establish mili- 
tary law ill this city and suburbs, until the civil authority of the state 
can resume the government thereof. 

(Here the above resolution was recited.) 

In order the more effectually to carry into execution the above re- 
solve, all jiersons having European, East or West India goods, iron, 
leather, shoes, wines and provisions of cA’ery kind, beyond the neces- 
sary use of a private family, are ordered to make return of the 
same to tlie town major, by twelve o’clock tomorrow, specifying the 
quantity, and, as nearly as they can judge, the nnioiinl of the same, 
in order that the <iuartermaster, commissary ami clothier generals 
mif>' contract for such goods as are wanted for the use of the anny, 
and until permission is given by the general, there he no rr^iiiovnl, 
transfer or sale of any goods, as it will be deeme<l a breach of the 
above resolution of Congress, and such goods will be seized and con- 
fiscated for the public use. 

All persons having in their hands public stores or effects the prop- 
erty of the subjects of the king of Great Britsiin or their adherents, 
who have departed with them, are to make a like report by Monday 
noon next, under penalty of the confiscation of their own effects, and 
any persons discovering such concealed stores or effects will he suit- 
ably rewarded. 

Mr. Thomsom* was born in Ireland in IT.'IO, settled in Philadel- 
phia as a teacher, and there formed an intimate acqiiaintonce with Dr. 
Franklin, which probably led to his being selected as the secretcry 
of the first Congress. He discharged the duties of this office with 
great credit to himself, and usefulness to the public, during the whole 
period of our government, until the adoption of the constitution. He 
died at Lower Merlon, Pa., in 1824, aged 04. 
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Any persons harboring or concealing any officer, soldier or other 
person belonging to the enemy, or any deserter from the continental 
army, will be severely punished, unless they make immediate discov- 
ery to some officer of the said army. 

Given at headquarters, in the city of Philadelphia, June 19, 1778. 

B. Arnold, Major Gen. 

By his honor’s command. 

David S. Pranks,*® Secretary. 

Major General Arnold admitted, that on his arrival in Phil- 
adelphia, the shops were shut by his orders, and the officers of 
the army in consequence of them, prevented from purchasing. 

The Judge Advocate then produced the deposition of Col- 
onel John Fitzgerald, dated May 7, 1779, which was as follows: 


Colonel Fitzgerald Was late 
aide-de-camp to General Wash- 
ington. On the evening of the 
day the British forces left Phila- 
delphia, I and Major David S. 
Franks, aide-de-camp to Major 
General Arnold, went to the 
house of Miss Brackenberry and 
lodged there that night; next 
morning Major Franks having 
gone down stairs, I went into the 
front room of the said house, to 
view Colonel Jackson’s regiment 
tiien marching into the city, saw 
lying in the window two open 
papers; on casting my eye on 
one of them, was surprised to 
find it contained instructions to 
Major Pranks to purchase Euro- 
pean and East India goods in the 
city of Philadelphia, to any 
amount, for the payment of 
which the writer would furnish 
Major Franks with the money, 
the same paper contained also a 
strict charge to the said Franks 
not to make known to his most 
intimate acquaintance, that the 
writer was concerned in the pro- 
posed purchase; these instruc- 

*• See post, p. 438. 


tions were not signed, but ap- 
peared to me to be in the hand- 
writing of Major General Ar- 
nold, whether or not there was a 
date to it the deponent does not 
recollect; the other paper con- 
tained instructions signed by 
Major General Arnold, directing 
Major Franks to purchase for 
said General Arnold, some neces- 
saries for the use of his table; I 
compared the writing of the two 
papers, and believe they were 
both written by Major General 
Arnold’s own hand; soon after- 
ward Major Pranks came into 
the room and took the papers 
away. 

Timothy Matlack. The depo- 
sition of Colonel Fitzgerald is in 
my handwriting. It was dictat- 
ed to me by him, and while in 
the rough by him altered and 
amended, and afterwards copied 
fair. The next day he called at 
my house, and informed me he 
has seen General Arnold in con- 
sequence of his request; that 
there was one or two alterations 
he willed to make, in conse- 
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quence of the conversation with 
him, which alterations were 
made. Colonel Fitzgerald was a 
total stranger to me, never saw 
him before to know him. 

Major Franks. Am aide-de- 
camp to Major General Arnold. 
On General Arnold’s arrival in 
Philadelphia, do not know 
whether himself or any person on 
his account, made any consider- 
able purchases of goods. T did re- 
ceive from General Arnold that 
paper which Colonel Fitzgerald 
has mentioned in his deposition. 
There are circumstances leading 
to it which I must explain. I 
had, by being in the anny, in- 
jured my private affairs very 
considerably, and meant to leave 
it, if a proper opportunity of en- 
tering into business should hap- 
pen ; had several conversations 
on the subject with General Ar- 
nold, who promised me all the 
assistance in his power; he was 
to participate in the profits of 
the business I was to enter into. 
At that time, previous to our go- 
ing into Philadelphia, I had sev- 
eral particular conversations 
with him, and thought the time 
had come when I might leave 
the army with honor, and enter 
into business. I received at that 
time, or about that time, I think 
several days before the enemy 
evacuaited the city, the paper 
mentioned in Colonel Fitzger- 
ald’s deposition that was not 
signed, as well as the other. Upon 
our coming into town we had a 
variety of military business to 
do; did not purchase any goo^, 
neither did I leave the army. The 
paper was entirely neglected, 
neither did I think anything con- 
cerning it, until I heard of Col- 
onel Fitzgerald’s deposition. 


General Arnold told me since, on 
speaking about the paper, that 
the reason for his not supporting 
me in business was, supposing 
that I had left the army, it was 
incompatible with his excellency’s 
instructions and the resolution of 
Congress. General Arnold did 
not ask me upon his coming into 
Philadelphia, or at any time after 
why I had not executed the con- 
tents of the paper. I arrived 
in Philadelphia on 18 th day of 
June, the day the enemy left 
Philadelphia. The order for pur- 
chasirg the goods was given to 
me several da.\T^ before you went 
into Philadelphia. Prerious to 
the enemy evacuating the city of 
Philadelphia, I understood from 
General Arnold that he was to 
have the comand in the city, on 
the evacuation taking place. The 
instructions to purchase goods 
were given to me, I think, before 
the General mentioned this mat- 
ter to me. I believe they were, 
though I am not certain. 

General Arnold. Wejre not 
my minute and invoice books 
open to your inspection f They 
were. Had you any reason to 
suppose tliat any purchases were 
made directly or indirectly by my 
orders or on my account, j»rev- 
ions to the opening of the stores t 
No. Did you not suppose my 
showing you the instructions 
from General Washington to me, 
previous to your going into the 
city a sufficient countermand of 
the order T had given you to pur- 
chase goods t T did not form 
any supposition on the subject. 
For what purpose were you sent 
into the city liefore met To pro- 
cure quarters, and to provide 
necessaries for the family# 
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In support of the third charge the Judge Advocate produced 
the letter of Timothy Matlack, to Major General Arnold, dated 
October 5; the General’s answer, dated October 6; Mr. Mat- 
lack’s letter dated October 10, and the General’s answer of 
October, 1778, which were read, and are as follows : 


Philadelphia, October 5, 1778. 

The militia sergeant who attended at your quarters on Sunday, 
complains that Major Franks, one of your aids, had given him 
orders to call his barber, which order was obeyed; that on the bar- 
ber not appearing the order was repeated, and the sergeant, though 
hurt both by the order itself, and the manner of it, again obeyed ; he 
also informs me, that he has, this morning, made you acquainted 
with this complaint, and that you had been pleased to say, that every 
order given by you or your aids, is to be obeyed. This, I suppose, 
must intend every proper order. 

The militia of the several states have, occasionally rendered the 
great cause in which we are engaged such services, as must convince 
every man that it is of very great importance to treat those who are 
necessarily called out, in such manner as to make the duty as agree- 
able to them as is consistent with the service to which they are 
called. For it is upon their will, more than upon the force of any 
law, that we are to depend for their assistance in the time of need. 
The severity of military discipline in such a case as that above men- 
tioned, where no important end is to be answered by it, must make 
every freeman feel. At a time when you were one of the militia of 
the state of which you are a citizen, what would have been your feel- 
ings, had an aid of your commanding officer ordered you to call his 
barber? From your feelings in such a case, it will be easy to judge 
of that of other men. Freemen wiD be hardly brought to submit to 
such indignities; and if it is intended to have any of the respectable 
citizens of a state, in sendee in the militia, military discipline in such 
instances must be relaxed ; but if it is an object to render the militia 
in the several states contemptible and useless, the continuance of 
such treatment will probably effect it. Military duty of every kind 
is rather disagreeable; and perhaps, to freemen, garrison duty more 
disagreeable than any other. The sergeant above mentioned entered 
the service to discharge his duty, and as an example to other young 
men of the city, and not from necessity, in any sense of the word. 

It appears to me a duty which I owe to the public, to represent 
this matter to you in a respectful manner, in expectation that, from 
attachment to tlie public interest, you will give such orders as will 
prevent any further complaints of this kind, which is all the satis- 
faction sought after, either by the sergeant, who is my son, or. 

Sir, your most obedient humble servant. 


Major General Arnold. 


T: Matlack. 
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Sir, Pliiladelpliia, Oct. 6, 1778. 

1 am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yostenlav, re- 
specting the militia sergeant who complains of being ill treated*. No 
man has a higher sense of the rights of a citizen and frecnian tiian 
myself; they are dear to me, as J liave fought and bled for them, 
and as it is my highest ambition and most ardent wish to n»suine the 
character of a free citizen, whenever the service of my coumry will 
permit. At the same time 1 beg leave to observe, "that whenever 
necessity obliges the citizen to assume the character of a soldier, the 
former is entirely lost in the latter, and the rt*spect due to a citizen 
is by no means to be paid to the soldier, any farther than his rank en- 
titles him to it. This is evident from the necessity of military dis- 
cipline, the basis of which is implicit obedience, * and however the 
feelings of a citizen may be hurt, he lias this consolation, that it is 
sacrifice he pays to the safety of his country. 

You are pleased to ask, '^What my feelings would have been on a 
similar occasion.” They Jiave ln»eii tried; 1 have served a whole 
camjiaign under the command of a gtmtleman wlm was imt known 
as a soldier until after I had been some time a brigadier. My feel- 
ings were hurt not only as a citizen, but more so as a sohlicr; they 
were, however, sacrificed to the interest of my country. The event 
proved unfortunate to me; but 1 have the satisfaction to tlnnk I ren- 
dered some scrv’ice to my country. 

I ivish to make the duty as agreeable to the militia ns is consistent 
with the good of the service, fur which purpose military clisciplino 
has been greatly redaxed; w’as it executed with strictness, most of tlie 
militia, from their inattention, would feel the clTccls of it. 

I cannot think (as you set»m to imagine) any indignity is offered 
to the citizen, when he is called iip<in tt) do the tluly of a s<ildier in 
the station he is in, which w’as the case of the sergi^uiit; who though 
he may be a more respectable character as a citizen, yet, ais an orderly 
sergeant, it is his duty to obey every order of my aids, not a hreaeh 
of the laws or principles of the const itul ion, as mine, withmit judg- 
ing of the propriety of them; neither can J have any i*iea from the 
militia’s being put on tlie same footing as the standing army, they 
will refuse their assistance, as self preservation is the first princiyde 
of human nature, theirs w’ill ever induce them |o turn <miI and d<?- 
fend their property. 

These, Sir, are the sentiments of a soldier, a citizen, and of Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 

n. Arnold. 
Sip, 

I received your letter of the 6th instant; and it gives me real and 
great pleasure to be informed of your patriotic l)ehavior^ in the 
case you mention. Such conduct is the effect of genuine spirit and 
true greatness of mind; but it is very different from the case T 
stated. You obeyed, because the essential interest of your country 
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was eonoemed, and a regard to your own fame required it; but the 
same principlesi which induced this conduct, would have induced you 
to spurn at commands dictated by pride and insolence. I cannot 
bring myself to believe, that the respect due to the citizen is en- 
tirely lost when he takes upon himself the character of a soldier. I 
entertain a higher sense of the rights of citizens and freemen. 

If, on the one hand, soldiers are bound implicitly to obey military 
orders, so, on the other hand, are officers accountable for the orders 
which they give; and their propriety or impropriety often depend en- 
tirely on time and circumstance. Occasions may occur in which an 
officer may justify commands which expose a citizen to certain death ; 
but I know of none which would justify a command to a citizen 
serving in the militia to clean his officer’s shoes. The necessity of im- 
plicit obedience on the part of the citizen, when in military service, 
is so far from being ground, on which to justify every command 
which may be given, that it is the strongest possible reason, why an 
officer should be very cautious and circumspect in his orders; and it 
also lays the citizen under a necessity of calling officers to a strict 
account for the orders which they give. I will venture to say, that, 
in a free government, implicit obedience will not be submitted to 
much longer than commanders use their authority with great pru- 
dence and discretion; and, if it be really necessary, commanders, 
who destroy it, by degrading and unnecessary orders, they will be 
accountable for the consequences. You say it is the duty of an 
orderly sergeant ^'to obey every order of your aids (not a breach 
of the laws or principles of the constitution) as yours, without judg- 
ing of the propriety of them.” This sentiment must have dropped 
from your pen in a moment of haste; as it appears to me to be the 
sentiment improper to be entertained either by the citizen or soldier. 
For even common soldiers retain some right to judge of the pro- 
priety of the orders which they have obeyed; and to demand satis- 
faction in cases where improper or unnecessary orders have been 
given. And freemen will judge for themselves and speak for them- 
selves with decency and fimness when the occasion requires it. The 
calling of Major Franks barber to dress his hair, was the office of a 
menial servant, not the duty of a soldier; and 1 still think it an in- 
dignity to a free citizen to be ordered to go on such an errand. Such 
commands cannot be mistaken for and obeyed as the orders of a 
wise and prudent generaL 

My letter to you was written for the single purpose of preventing 
orders being inadvertently given, which would offend a militia who 
have suffer^ greatly many ways; and 1 had a hope, that you would 
have thought it proper to have fdven some assurance that attention 
would have been paid to this, as it appears to me, necessary precau- 
tion ; but I am not a little mortified to find the order, of which I com- 
plained, so fully justified and supported by you. If it is your in- 
tention, as commanding officer, to countenance orders of this kind, 
it is my duty, as a father, to withdraw my son from a service in 
which commands are to be given him which to obey would lessen him 
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in the esteem of the world; and I shall consider it as a duty which I 
owe to myself to acquaint my fellow citizens of my reason for so 
doing. 

I am, with sentiments of great respect. Sir, 

Your mc»t obedient and very humble servant. 


Philadelphia, October 10, 1778. 
Major General Arnold. 


T. Matladc. 


Sir, 

By your letter of the 10th, I perceive that my sentiments are not 
clearly understood ; but it is needless to discuss a subject which will 
perhaps be determined more by the feelings than the reason of men. 
If the declaration, that you will withdraw your son from the service, 
and publish the reasons, is intended as a threat, you have mistaken 
your object. I am not to be intimidated by a newspaper. To vindi- 
cate the rights of citizens, I became a soldier, and bear the marks 
upon me. I hope your candor will acquit me of the inconsistency of 
invading what I have fought and bled to defend. As I am earnestly 
desirous of closing this correspondence, T shall confine myself to 
what occasioned it. “An improper order,” as you conceive, “given 
by Major Franks, my aide-de-camp, to the orderly sergeant, your 
eon.” Without examining into the propriety or impropriety of the 
order, about which we may differ, I perfectly agree with you, that 
the delivering of it in a haughty, imperious or insolent manner, is 
blameable; and if the sergeant had so repr^ented it to me at the 
time, he would have had justice. The affair is now out of my hands, 
and lies between the sergeant and the major. If the latter hath be- 
haved amiss, it is his duty to make reparation. I trust T never shall 
countenance pride or insolence to inferiors in him, or any other 
officer under my command. Let me^ add, that disputes, as to the 
rights of citizens and soldiers, in conjunctures like the present, may 
be fatal to both. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 

Philadelphia, October 12, 1779. 

Timothy Matlack, Esq. 


William Matlack. Was m 
orderly sergeant from the militia 
at Oeneral Arnold headquarters. 
A servant girl came and asked 
me if I was an orderly sergeant; 
told her I was. She said Major 
Franks’ orders were, that I 
should fetch his barter, which 
order I obeyed, supposing it to 


come from him. Soon after my 
return, Major Franks came to 
where I was stationed, and asked 
me if I had been for his barber. 
I told him I had, but he was not 
at home, and that I had left the 
orders that were necessary for 
his coming up, as soon as he 
should come home. Major Franks 
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said lie did not believe he would 
come, and then went away. Some 
considerable time after, he came 
again, and said he did not be- 
lieve lie would come, and he be- 
lieved I had better go again ; to 
whi(fli I made no reply, but walk- 
ing back in the entry, after a few 
minutes, asked a negro man if it 
was eiislomary to give such or- 
ders to file orderly sergeants. He 
said it was. 1 replied that Major 
Franks ought to consider, that 
the militia could not be expected 
to do such duty. Major Franks 
then came out of a back room, 
and said, sergeant, I thought I 
had ordered you to go for my 
bai’ber; told him I had received 
no such order. He asked me why 
I did not go; told him I waited 
his orders. He then told me to 
go, and T told him, with his 
orders T would go, and did go. 
Major Franks, on ray return, 
asked me if I had been ; told him 
I liad, and left the same orders 
as before. In the morning made 
a complaint to the general, near- 
ly in these words; and he in- 


formed me it was customary for 
sergeants to do such duty; and 
gave me to understand, not in 
an abrupt manner, that if I did 
not like such duty, I should not 
have come there. The general 
said at the time, that if Major 
Franks had insulted me at the 
time he gave me the order, it was 
wrong, and he did not approve 
of that. 

General Arnold. Was any 
menial office imposed upon you, 
or upon any orderly sergeant, to 
your knowledge? I conceived 
the office that was imposed on me 
as menial; and the orderly ser- 
geant who stood at the same time 
with me, belonging to the con- 
tinental troops, complained of 
Major Franks giving him a small 
bundle of paper in his hand, bid- 
ding him follow him, which he 
did; and upon his coming to a 
house a small distance off, bid 
him give him the bundle of t)a- 
pers and return, which the man 
complained of to me, when he 
returned, as an insult. 


December 28. 

The last charge (No. 5) was now taken np. 

The Judge Advocate produced and read letters from Messrs. 
Chaloner and White and Mr. John Mitchell to the wagon mas- 
ter of the state of Pennsylvania requesting in one letter 300, 
in another 200, in another 300 wagons to carry flour to the 
Army and the French fleet, and the Judge Advocate also pro- 
duced a remonstrance from the state of Pennsylvania, against 
the enormous wa^on service, dated October 1, 1778, which be- 
ing read, is as follows : 

Philadelphia, October 1, 1778. 

The council resumed the consideration of the demand made by the 
quartermaster general of eight hundred wagons, besides what are 
now employed for the United States, and observed with astonish- 
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ment, that but a few weeks since a like demand was made for eight 
hundred wagons, which were impressed with great severity and ir- 
regularity, and the whole wagon sen-ice to the westward falls on this 
state, at a time when the country is drained of horses and our 
wagons very generally disiibied, destroyed, or carried off by the 
enem}', and considering also, that the wagons of this state are taken 
into other stales at a great distance; thereupon. 

Ordered, That the delegates of Pennsylvania be instructed to re- 
monstrate to Congress against the drawing out so great a number 
of our wagons and horses, and thereby throw-ing so great an over- 
proportion of this heavy and distressing ser\uce on Pennsylvania. 

Extract from the minutes, 

T. Matlack, Secretary. 


Also an order from David S. Pranks, aide-de-camp to Major 
General Arnold, to Jesse Jordan, wagon master, as follows: 

You will proceed immediately with your teams to Eggharbor or 
the Forks, take the orders and directions of Captain Moore, whom 
you will obey in ever>- ]»arlic!dar. 

By (»rder of General Arnold, 

David S. h>nnks, Aid de Camp. 

To Jesse Jordan, wagon master. 

There were also several depositions of wagoners w^ho testi- 
fied that they had enlisted in the service of drawing loads for 
the Army, but found that it was private property they were 
carrying. 

Df ccmbrr 29. 

The Judge Advocate having concluded his evidence with re- 
spect to the several charges exhibited against Ocneral Arnold, 
the General was desired to proewd in his defense. 

leef. Did Captain Shewell pro- 
duce to lilt* iiresideiil »nd coun- 
cil of flic state of Pennsylvania, 
a certificate of liis liaving taken 
the oath of nllegiantse to l^he 
state, as required by law! Not 
that 1 know or reeollwtt. 

Thomas Proctor.^'' Ant a Col- 


Timolhy Matlack (sworn). 

General Arnold. Did not CaP" 
tain Shewell take the oath of al- 
legiance to the state of Peiitis;^- 
vania, agreeable to law, by the 
first day of June, 17/ S? I do 
not know. Did he not inform you 
.k.. k» lioH? Not that I recol- 


CoL. Prootor was a native of Ireland, and settled in Airen a 
before the Revolution. He engaged in the semee atu^l as Colonel of 
Artillerv and at the battle of Brandywine, was particularly diirtin- 
elSS^for his courage. He was by trade a carpenter. He di^ 
March 16, 1807, aged 67 years, and his remains were interred in St 
Paul's church yard in Philadelphia. 
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onel of Artillery. In January 
last Colonel North** received a 
letter from Mr. Robert Shewell, 
in which he requested us to pro- 
cure him a pass to go to Virginia 
to settle with Stacey Hepburn; 
in March, after Mr. Shewell had 
returned from Virginia, where 
he had gone by permissioh of 
General Scott,** he infomed me 
of his intentions of coming with 
his family from the city to live 
and that he had taken a house in 
Maryland to live in; that the 
reason of Mr. Shewell’s not leav- 
ing the city sooner, was, because 
of the indisposition of Mrs. She- 
well; in May I received a letter 
from Mr. Shewell, informing me 
that he was loading a vessel for 
the use of the American army, 
and desiring me to procure a 
passport for that purpose, and 
for himself and family ; I did not 
apply for it. On 3d June, Mr. 
Shewell came to headquarters 
and informed me he had come 
for a protection for his vessel, 
that he had loaded hor with a 
cargo suitable for the army and 
procured a captain to serve him, 
and procured a pass from Gien- 
eral Arnold, as I understood; do 
not know of any application be- 
ing made to (General Washing- 
ton for a pass; the Major Gener- 
al of the day, and not the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, is the proper 
officer to make application to for 
passports. 


Daoid Beveridge. Am a 
Philadelphia merchant. Mr. Rob- 
ert Shewell applied to me on the 
supposition of the British army 
being about to leave Philadel- 
phia, and some short time be- 
fore they left that city, and asked 
me if I would be concerned in a 
voya^, to send a quantity of 
salt into some American port; 
said I had no objection, and 
agreed to be concerned in ti^e 
said schooner, and to pay two 
hundred pounds towards pur- 
chasing a third of the vessel to 
load with salt, sugar and rum; 
proposed to dear her out for 
Newfoundland, for such a cargo, 
as the most unsuspected port; 
but William Shirtliff, one of the 
partners, some time after told me 
that he could procure a clearance 
for New York for the said 
schooner, and nowhere else, upon 
which I told him it would do 
very well; some time after (hav- 
ing heard in the interim, that 
Mr. Shirtliff had divulged the 
scheme of the voyage to several 
persons, and spoken too public- 
ly of it), told him I could not be 
concerned in the matter, and ab- 
solutdy declined it, having just 
before this got out of jail, where 
I had been kept for some time 
by order of General Howe; when 
I engaged to be part owner of 
said schooner, called on Gov- 
ernor M’Kinley, who was lately 
from Wilmin^on, then a pris- 


** CoL. William North was an aide to Baron Steuben in the Revo- 
lution, and became one of his executors. He was Adjutant General of 
the Army for some years, and was a short time in the United States 
Senate from New York. He served five years in the Legislature, and 
was thrice speaker of the assembly. Having married a daughter of 
the Hon. James Duane, he settled at Duanesburgh, in Schenectady 
county, where he spent his later years. He died at the age of elghty- 
thzee. 

** Gen. Charles Scott of Virginia. 
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oner in Philadelphia, and asked 
him what he thought of sending 
into Wilmington a cargo of 
salt, and the governor said it 
woidd be very acceptable, but in 
his situation, being a prisoner on 
parole he did not choose to say 
anything on the subject; asked 
the governor, if he could not give 
us something like a passport, cer- 
tifying the intention of the voy- 
age, in case of accident, which 
the governor for the aforesaid 
reason, declined; 1 advised the 
company to load her so deep with 
salt as to prevent her taking in 
goods on freight, the refusal of 
which might cause a suspicion of 
their intention in case of her not 
being fully loaded; the company 
accordingly purchased a large 
quantity of salt, and put it on 
board; understood salt was of 
so little value at New York that 
nobody would ca^ it there for 
nothing; at the time of the ene- 
my’s leaving said city, very high 
prices were given for carrying 
of goods upon freight, and great 
numbers of vessels, or the own- 
ers thereof, were very desirous 
of having their vessels employed 
in ^lat way. Robert Shewell 
and William Shirtliff of the 
State of Pennsylvania were the 
persons who consulted me on the 
scheme; had no reason at all to 
suppose it was their intention to 
go into any port in possession of 
the enemy; went on board the 
said vessel and viewed her, but 
saw no guns bn board her. 


delphia merchant; know the 
schooner Charming Nancy that 
lately was the property of Wil- 
liam Shirtliff and Co., of Penn- 
sylvania, some time in last spring 
Shirtliff and Co. applied to me 
for advice and assistance respect- 
ing a plan they were forming at 
the time the intentions of the 
enemy became generally known 
of evacuating the city of Phila- 
delphia to escape with their prop- 
erty from the enemy as well as 
to sen’e our country. We pro- 
loosed to save the ship, to load 
the vessel with articles as were 
most necessary for our country, 
and which could not immediately 
occasion a suspicion, to clear out 
for the port of New York, to fall 
in company with the British fl^t 
from the city of Philadelphia, 
under pretense of going to New 
York, and to watch a favorable 
opportunity of escaping into 
some of the creeks emptying^ in- 
to the river Delaware, or into 
such other port or inlet in the 
jtossession of the United States, 
as they might be able; to pre- 
vent suspicion taking filace with 
the enemy I advised the com- 
pany to entrust the knowledge 
of their designs with but few per- 
sons, and to contrive matters so 
as to have their vessel fully load- 
ed with their own effects. The 
real and alisolute owners of the 
vessels with their cargoes were 
William Shirtliff, William Con- 
stable, Robert Sliewell, James 
Seagrove and David Shoemaker. 


Stephen Collins. Am a Phila- 
Major General Arnold not having all his evidence with 
apeet to the first charge, moved the court that he might go into 
his proofs relative to the second charge, and be at to 

revert to the first charge when his evidence arrived, which was 

granted. 
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With respect to the second charge against him, the Oeneral 
produced Major Franks* and Major Clarkson* s deposition; 
which was read, and is as follows: 

We do certify, That when shops in this city were shut in June last, 
by order of Major General Arnold, in consequence of a resolution of 
Congress of the 4th of June, we do not know of General Arnold’s mak* 
ing any purchases of goods of any kind, directly or indirectly; and 
we have every reason to believe that no such purchases were made 
either by General Arnold or his agents, except a few trifling articles 
to furnish his table, and for his family’s use, most of which were 
supplied him by the quarter master or commissary. General Arnold’s 
invoices, minute and account books being always open to our in- 
spection, conflrms us in our belief as mentioned above. 


Major Franks.^^ The day Gen- 
eral Arnold came to town, I met 
General Joseph Reed, president 
of the state of Pennsylvania. He 
told me that they were selling 
goods in town, and advised me 
to send a crier round to prohibit 
the sale of goods. I at flrst 
agreed to it, but afterwards 
thought it was doing more than 
I had a right to. I met him 
again, and told him that I would 
put it off until General Arnold 
came. When General Arnold 
came to town, General Reed came 
to his quarters, and upon consult- 
ing with him, wrote a proclama- 
tion, which I think was the same 
that was published, with some 
immaterial alterations. Do not 
know of General Arnold’s 
friends having asked for licenses 
to purchase goods, but know that 


many applications were refused; 
know of no licenses being grant- 
ed to any person to purchase 
goods. 

General A mold. Do you 
know whether General Arnold, 
or any person by his orders, di- 
rected any goods to be laid by 
for his use? No; except some 
trifling articles from the commis- 
sary and quartermaster. 

Do you know of any ar- 
ticles being laid by, except some 
trifling articles for my own use, 
the use of my family, for Gen- 
eral Washington, and for one or 
two other officers? No; except 
two pipes of wine, wliieh were 
afterwards drank in the family. 
Do you know whether the two 
pipes of wine were purchased 
previous to the shops being 
opened? Don’t recollect that 


David Solebury Franks was one of the aides of General Arnold, 
through the period of his command at Philadelphia, and until his 
final fli^t to the enemy in September, 1780. From his close rela- 
tions with the traitor, suspicions were naturally excited in regard to 
his fidelity to the colonial cause. To remove these, Majors Franks 
and Varick solicited and obtained a court of inquiry, which exoner- 
ated both of these officers from any connection with the plot. The 
traitor, himself, in a letter written on board the Vulture, soon after 
his escape, and addressed to General Washington, exonerated both of 
his aides from any participation in his plans. 
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they were purchased before the 
shops were opened. 

Do you know whether any 
of the articles that were laid by 
were taken from the -shops pr^ 
vious to the lejjal opening of 
themf I do not. 

Major Franks, All the articles 
of clothing of consequence that 
were supplied for General Wash- 
ington and several other officers, 
as well as for General Arnold, 


were supplied by the clothier 
general or his agent. 

The Court, Do you know 
whether General Arnold pur- 
chased any part of the Cliann- 
ing Xancy or her cargo? 1 do 
not of iny own knowledge; but 
1 have heard General Arnold say 
he did, and 1 have also heard Mr. 
Seagrove say he did. This was 
subsequent to General Arnold's 
granting the pass. 


December 30, 

Major Oeneral Arnold went back to the first charge, and 
proceeded to produce evidence respecting it. 


General Arnold to Timothy 
Mat lack (sworn). Do you 
know whether the owners of the 
Charming Nancy voluntarily re- 
mained with the enemy? Mr. 
Shewell did, as I understand; 1 
understood it from him. Did Mr. 
Shewell assign his reason for re- 
maining with the enemy? If he 
assigned any reasons 1 do not 
recollect what they were. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ifamilton, 
As to Mr. Seagrove’s general po- 
litical! character, have heard it 
frequently discussed, and very 
different opinions entertained of 
it. Many were of opinion that he 
was warmly attached to the 
American cause, and others that 
he was not. lie had a commer- 
cial connection of a very deli- 
cate nature wdth a Mr. M'Evers, 
reputedly a disaffected jierson, 
wdiieh was supposed by those ac- 
quainted with him to have re- 
strained his political conduct, and 
made him less active in favor of 
America than he otherwise would 
have been ; others considered him 
as a man of addre.ss, who wi.shed 
to stand fair with both parties, 
though in reality more friendly 
to the opposite party than to us. 


Have heard several liberal men 
s]>eak of his situation with a de- 
gree of compassion, as producing 
an opposition between his priii- 
ci]}les and his private connec- 
nections. My own opinimi of 
him was favorable. At an early 
period of the war he entered in- 
to an inde)>endent company, but 
the eompatiy iifterwanls came to 
nothing. The political conduct 
of Mr. Seagrove has since con- 
firmed the fav(»rable inqtressioiis 
T had Ixd'ore of liiin. 

Major Franks, J knew noth- 
ing of Mr. Scagrove’s polit- 
ical general character previous to 
General Arnold giving the ]iro- 
tection for the (^harming Nancy; 
have understood that he was con- 
sidered a whig. Since that pe- 
riod have Iieeii in actual service 
with him; never knew either Mr. 
Shirt liff or Mr. Constable Indore 
T went to Dhiladelphin, or saw 
them in my life before; knew Mr. 
Shewell before the protection 
was granted, and always sup- 
posed him to be well affected to 
America; he was in one of the 
militia companies in Pliiladel- 
phia, some time before the enemy 
got possession of it. He told me 
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his reasons for staying in Phil- 
adelphia 'were the impracticabil- 
ity of removing at the time; his 
wife having been brought to bed 
and dangerDusly ill. He told me 
frequently that his intentions 


were to remove out of town. Cap- 
tain Shewell told me he had 
taken the oath of allowance to the 
state of Pennsylvania, previous 
the granting the pass. 


General Arnold now returned to the fifth charge. 


Major Franks. I went to Col- 
onel Mitchell's by desire of Gen- 
eral Arnold, to know whether he 
could spare him some wagons to 
transport some goods that were 
in danger of falling into the en- 
emy’s hands at Eggharbor; was 
told that wagons could not be 
spared at that time, but that soon 
it might happen, as they ex- 
pected a number of wagons in 
town; brought that answer to 
General Arnold and some days 
after General Arnold told me to 
go to the quarter master’s to in- 
quire and see if possible that 
wagon master who was to conduct 
a brigade of wagons for him, and 
to order them to go to Eggharbor 
or the forks, and there to take a 
Captain Moore’s directions, re- 
specting what he was to do. 
When he got to the office wrote 
a letter ordering the wagon mas- 
ter so to do, and signed it offi- 
cially; after which the wagon 
master went. 

Understood that General Ar- 
nold was to pay for the wagons; 
that he got them as a favor and 
that they were not to transport 
public stores, but private prop- 
erty for himself and friends, and 
that he did not order them offi- 
cially. Wien I went to Colonel 
Mitchell , for the wagons I told 
him that the goods were in im- 
minent danger, and that the loss 
of so many goods would be a loss 
to the continent, as we wanted 
goods. 


John Hall. Major Franks or 
Major Clarkson came to Colonel 
Mitchell’s office, and made the 
application to me, in Colonel 
Mitchell’s absence. The applica- 
tion was that General Arnold 
wanted a brigade of wagons, and 
to send the wagon master to him 
for directions; it was not made 
in writing; neither Major Franks 
or Major Clarkson mentioned for 
what purpose the wagons were 
wanted. When Jordan came to 
town, sometime in January, and 
had his pay roll made out, Col- 
onel Mitchell told him he must 
go to General Arnold and get 
his pay. I then turned to the 
book and saw he had been from 
the twenty-second to the thirti- 
eth of October. Colonel Mitchell 
told me that it should not be 
there at all, and had no business 
in the book, as General Arnold 
was to pay the hire of the wag- 
ons, and he was angry with me 
on account of it, upon which I 
took up my pen and obliterated 
the entry of the thirtieth of Oc- 
tober, determining in my own 
mind that Colonel Mitchell should 
never give me a frown for it 
again, and that it should not ap- 
pear in the book; then under- 
stood by Colonel Mitchell’s men- 
tioning what I have said, to me, 
that they had been sent to trans- 
port property that was not the 
public’s. 
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Oeneral Arnold now took up again the second charge. 


EUas Boudinot^^ Was in 
Philadelphia when (General Ar- 
nold took possession of the city, 
1 called on him several times and 
found him in a state of health 
which I thought rendered him un- 
equal to the fatigue of his sta- 
tion. He was much crowded with 
business, and I ventured to warn 
him of the ill consequences of so 
much attention to it, and ad- 
vised to several regulations I 
thought necessary. He showed 
the resolutions of Congress rel- 
ative to the goods that should be 
found in the city, until the ar- 
rival of joint committees of Con- 
gress and the executive council, 
and the public officers who were 
to purchase for the army, or 
something to this effect. 

I advised the genera] to the is- 
suing of public orders, to prevent 
the selling of goods until the ar- 
rival of the committees aforesaid, 
and also to nominate a number 
of the citizens of established 
character, to superintend and 
regulate the little affairs of the 
citizens in the meanwhile, so as 
to prevent his being perplexed 
with the civil as well as military 
department; and I mentioned 
several gentlemen whose polit- 
ical characters I thought he 
might depent on. While we were 
talking, Mr. Joseph Reed (now 


the president of the state) then 
also a member of Congress, came 
in and told the general he had 
been making a few memorandums 
of some little matters which he 
(Mr. Reed) thought necessary 
for his attention, and which oth- 
erwise might escape the generars 
notice. Mr. Reed then read them 
from a paper he produced, and 
I immediately told him they 
were very similar to what I had 
just been recommending to the 
general, and repeated to him 
what J had been saying. He re- 
plied that he bad the sulistance 
of it down, except one or two 
hints, which one of us immedi- 
ately added to the paper he had. 
The genera] then begged that we 
would draw up what we thought 
nemssary, and he would have it 
printed. Mr. Reed then sat down 
and drew up n draft of what 
he thought proper; believe I cor- 
rected it, but am not certain ; am 
clear in my mind that it con- 
tained the amount of what we 
both advised the general to do, 
and j>articii]arly to the preven- 
tion of the sale of goods, until Uie 
orders of Congress were complied 
with. Remember to have advised 
several friends to be careful not 
to sell the next day, as such a 
public prohibition had gone to 
the press. 


OENERAL ARNOLD'S ADDRESS. 

Major Oeneral Arnold. Mr: President and gentlemen of 
this honorable court : I appear before you to answer charges 


“ Mr. Boudinot was at this time a member of the 
gresB, of which he was subsequently chown In 17^ to 

was appointed director of the mint; in 1805, resigned, and retired to 
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brought against me by the late supreme executive council of 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It is disagreeable to be 
accused, but when an accusation is made, I feel it a great 
source of consolation to have an opportunity of being tried 
by gentlemen whose delicate and refined sensations of honor 
will lead them to entertain similar sentiments concerning those 
who accuse unjustly, and those who are justly accused. In 
the former case your feelings revolt against the conduct of the 
prosecutors, in the latter,' against those who are deserved ob- 
jects of a prosecution. "Whether those feelings will be directed 
against me, or against those whose charges have brought me 
before you, will be known by your just and impartial deter- 
mination of this cause. 

When the present necessary war against Great Britain com- 
menced I was in easy circumstances and enjoyed a fair pros- 
pect of improving them. I was happy in domestic connections 
and blessed with a rising family who claimed my care and at- 
tention. The liberties of my country were in danger. The 
voice of my country called upon all her faithful sons to join 
in her defense. With cheerfulness I obeyed the call. I sacri- 
ficed domestic ease and happiness to the service of my coun- 
try, and in her service have I sacrificed a great part of a hand- 
some fortune. T was one of the first that appeared in the field, 
and from that time to the present hour have not abandoned her 
service. 

When one is charged with practices which his soul abhors, 
and which conscious innocence tells him he has never eonimit- 
ted, an honest indignation will draw from him expressions in 
his own favor which, on other occasions might be ascribed to 
an ostentations turn of mind. The part which I have acted in 
the American cause has heen acknowledged by our friends and 
by our enemies to have been far from an indifferent one. My 
time, my fortune, and my person have been devoted to my 
country in this war, and if the sentiments of those who are 

private life at Burlington, N. J. On the formation of the American 
Bible Society, he was chosen its first president. He died, October 24, 
1821, aged 81. 
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supreme in the United States, in civil and military affairs, are 
allowed to have any weight, my time, iny fortune and my per- 
son have not been devoted in vain. You will indulge me, gen- 
tlemen, while I lay before you some honorable testimonies, 
which Congress and the commander-in-chief of the armies of 
the United States have been pleased to give of my conduct. 
The place where I now stand justifies me in producing them. 

Valley Forpe, 7tli May, 1778. 

Dear Sir. 

A gentleman of France having veiy obligingly sent me lliree sets 
of epaulets and sword knots, two of wliieii, i>rofc^.sedly, to Im* dis- 
posed of to any friend 1 slioiild clioost^; 1 take the liberty of present- 
ing them to you and General Lincoln, as a testimony of my sincere 
regard and a])])rol)alion of your conduct. 

1 have been informed by a brigade major of General Huiitingfon, 
of your intention of rejuiiring to camj) sliortly; but notwit list luiding 
my wish to see you, 1 must beg that you will run no liaznnl by com- 
ing out too soon. 

I am sincerely and a fTecI innately. 

Your oliedieiit, 

( 1 . Washington, 
lleadquarlers, lilorrislowu. May 8, 1777. 

Dear Sir, 

I am happy to find that a late rc?solve of t^ingress, of the 2iid in- 
stant, has restored yon to the contiiieiital army. 

The importance of the post at Pc*ek’s Kill, and its appendages, bus 
become so great that it is now necessary to have a major general ap- 
pointed to the command of it. 

You will therefore immediately repair to that post and take charge 
of it till a general arrangement of the army can be alTeeled and the 
proper province of every oHicer assigned. 

I am, sir, 

Your most <ibedieiit wfn'anl, 

0. Wnsliingtoii. 

In CoN'oiiKSS 

lltb July, 1777. 

Ordered, That an extract of flenernl Wasliiiifrton ’a letter of the 
10th, BO far as it relates to General Arnold, la- sent to liim, and that 
he be directed to repair immediately to licadquartere, and follow the 

orders of General Washington. , 

Extract from the minutes, 

Charles Thompson, Seeretany. 
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Extraet of a letter from General Washington to Congress, dated 
Morristown, July 10, 1777 : 

"If the event mentioned by General Schuyler should not have hap- 
pened, we cannot doubt, but General Burgoyne has come up the lake, 
determinedjp' if possible, to carry his point, I mean, to possess him- 
self of our poste in that quarter, and to push his arms further. Sup- 
posing this not to have happened, as our continental levies are so 
deficient in their number, our security and safety will require that 
aids from the militia should be called forth, in cases of emergency. 
If it has, there is now an absolute necessity for their turning out 
to check General Burgoyne’s progress, or the most disagreeable con- 
sequences may be apprehended. Upon this occasion, 1 would take 
the liberty to suggest to Congress, the propriety of sending an 
active, spirited officer to conduct and lead them on. If General 
Arnold has settled his affairs and can be spared from Philadelphia, 
I would recommend him for this business, and that he should imme- 
diately set out for the northern department. He is active, judicious 
and brave, and an officer in whom the militia will repose great con- 
fidence. Besides this, he is well acquainted with that country, and 
with the routes and most important passes and defiles in it. I do 
not think he can render more sigiial service; or be more usefully 
employed at this time, than in this way. I am persuaded his pres- 
ence and activity will animate the militia greatly, and spur them on 
to a becoming conduct. I could wish him to be engaged in a more 
agreeable service, to be with better troops; but circumstances call 
fox' his exertions in this way, and I have no doubt of his adding 
much to the honor he has already acquired.” 

Examined with the original. 

Geo. Bond, Dep. Sec. of Congress. 

In Congress 

May 20, 1777. 

Resolved, That the quarter master general be directed to pro- 
cure a horse and present the same properly caparisoned, to Major 
General Arnold, in the name of this congress, as a token of their ap- 
probation of his gallant conduct, in the action against the enemy, 
in their late enterprise to Danbury, in which General Arnold had 
one horse killed under him, and another wounded. 

In Congress 

November 4, 1777. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress, in their own name, and 
in bdialf of the inhabitants of the thirt^n United States be pre- 
sented to Major General Gates, commander in chief of tiie northern 
department, and to Majors General Lincoln and .Ajmold, and the 
rest of the officers and troops under his command, for their brave 
and successful efforts, in support of the independence of their coun- 
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tiyi ■whereby an army of the enemy of ten thousand men have been 
totally defeated; one large detaclment of it, strongly posted and 
entrenched, having been conquered at Bennington ; another repulsed 
with loan and disgrace from Fort Schuj'ler; and the main army of 
five thousand men, under Lieutenant General Burgoyne, after being 
bf Pt an in different actions, and driven from a formidable poet and 
strong entrenchments, reduced to the necessity of surrendering them- 
selves upon terms honorable and advantageous to these states, on 
the 17th day of October last, to Major General Gates. 


If these testimonies have any foundation in truth (and I be- 
lieve the authority of those who gave them will be thought at 
least equal to that of those who have spoken and wrote and 
published concerning me in a very different manner) is it prob- 
able that after having acquired some little reputation, and 
after having gained the favorable opinion of those whose fa- 
vorable opinion it is an honor to gain, I should all at once sink 
into a course of conduct equally unworthy of the patriot and 
soldier f No pains have been spared, no artifice has been left 
untried to persuade the public that this has been the case. Un- 
common assiduity has been employed in propagating sus- 
picions, invectives, and slanders to the prejudice of my char- 
acter. The press of Philadelphia have groaned under libels 
against me, charges have been published, and officially trans- 
mitted to the different states (and to many parts of Europe, 
as I am informed) before they were regulary exhibited, and 
long before I could have an opportunity of refuting them; 
and indeed every method that men ingeniously wicked could 
invent, has been practiced to blast and destroy my character. 
Such a vile prostitution of power and such instMC^ of glar- 
ing tryanny and injustice I believe are unpreredented in the 
a Iny free people. I hev. long «.4 
wUbed for an opportoiity of 

have frequently applied for it, but the situation of affairs at 

the beginning and during the continuance of the campaign, 

^ -1 ,.«;i .Minst the general’s inclination, prevented 

necessarily and against me genvw , j t the 

i, nnta now. Bnt it i. 1-PP-ly W 

n™, ■„«uin. kop» of bring J-le to 

•atWfin* you, and tlirongh yonr eentenee, V oowyin* » 
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world, that my conduct and character have been most un- 
warrantably traduced, and that the charges brought against 
me are false, malicious and scandalous. 

The first charge is, granting a protection. 

In answer, the permission was given on the fourth day 
of June, 1778, when, though I had no formal instructions 
from the general to take the command in Philadelphia, I had 
intimations given me that I should be fixed upon for that 
appointment. The gentleman who applied for the protection 
in behalf of himself and company, was not then residing 
in the city with the enemy; he had taken the oath of alle- 
giance to the state of Pennsylvania, recjuired by its laws, as 
appeared by a certificate which he produced to me. What 
his political character, and those of the others, in whose be- 
half he applied to me, were, I pretend not to ascertain ; nor 
do I mean to become their advocate, any further than the 
justice due to an injured character requires. I think it has 
been clearly proved by the testimony of several gentlemen 
(not parties in this matter) that the general character of 
those gentlemen was unexceptionable, some of them had taken 
an active part in favor of these states ; and the tenor of their 
conduct since, will, I presume, justify a favorable opinion of 
them. It is enough for me to show that their intentions with 
regard to this vessel and ca^m seemed to be upright, and 
that the design of saving them for the use of the citizens 
of the United States, appeared to be laudable, instead of be- 
ing reprehensible. This appears evident from the deposi- 
tions of Mr. Collins, Mr. Beveridge and Colonel Proctor. 

Why the protection is viewed as an indignity to the au- 
thority of the state of Pennsylvania, I own I cannot discover. 
The president and council of that state were then in Lan- 
caster; the pass to the vessel was to “sail into any of the 
ports of the United States of America.’’ To sail- into the 
port of Philadelphia was not the object ; the vessel was there 
already. If there was an encroachment upon the. authority 
of any state, it must have been some other than the state of 
Pennsylvania. The vessel sailed into one of the ports of New 
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Jersey ; the government of tliat state, though far from being 
insensible to its honor, has never coiiiplained of the indignity 
offered to it by my protection ; a jury of that state acquitted 
the vessel by their verdict ; and the judge of admiralty of that 
state confirmed the verdict by his decree, wliich is in evi- 
dence before this honorable court. 

It is part of this charge that the permission was granted 
without the knowledge of the commander-in-chief, tiiough 
then present. I think it peculiarly unfortunate that the 
armies of the United States haA^e a gentleman at tlieir head, 
who knows so little about his own honor, or regards it so lit- 
tle, as to lay the president and council of Pennsylvania under 
the necessity of stepping forth in its did\»nse, perhaps it may 
be of use to hint, 

Non (all auxilio cr/c/, nrr (hsrnsorihus istis. 

The general is ijivested with power, and he possessi's spirit 
to check and punish every instance of tin* disrespc'ct shown 
to his authority; but he wdll not proslitnle his ])owi*r by ex- 
erting it upon a trifling occasion ; far less will he ]>ervf*rt it 
w'hen no occasion is given at all. 

His excellency knew, and you, genthmien. well know*, it 
has been customary for general officers of the army to grant 
passes, protections for persons and j)rop!*rly, to tin* inhabit- 
ants of the United States, who a]q)eiiri*d friendly to the same. 
The utility of the measure, which was evident in the ]>rew*iit 
case, without any precedent, 1 conceived to be a siiffiei(*nt 
justification. The protection was (Unsigned only to prevent, 
the soldiery from plundering the vessel ami eargo, coming 
from the enemy, that proper authority might take cognizanco 
of the matter. 1 must beg leave to mention a resolution of 
Congress in point. I do not recolh;ct the date. It was, how- 
ever, previous to the pass. That honorabh^ body therein 
promise, to all persons in the enemy s service, for their en- 
couragement and reward, all vessels and cargoes that they 
shall seize upon, in possession of the enemy, and bring into 
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any of the United States. If such reward is given to our ene- 
mies, can it be esteemed criminal to protect the. property of 
the citizens of these United States, when coming from the 
enemy t Certainly not. At the time the protection was given, 
I bad no doubt of the right or propriety of giving it. I am 
now confirmed in my opinion, and that the resolution of Con- 
gress I have mentioned, warrants the measure. But, if 
strictly considering the matter, it shall be thought that I ex- 
ceeded my power, by granting the protection, I hope His 
Excellency Ceneral Washington, and this honorable Court, 
will do me the justice to believe, that it was not out of any 
disrespect to his authority, but an error in judgment, as I 
was convinced at the time 1 had a right to grant the pass; 
and had I refused I should have thought myself culpable. 

The second charge consists in having shut up the shops 
and stores on my arrival in the city, so as even to prevent 
ofBcers of the army from purehainng, while I privately made 
considerable purchases for my own use, as is alleged and be- 
lieved. 

The resolution of Congress, ‘'directs me to take early and 
proper care to prevent the removal, transfer, or sale of any 
goods, wares or merchandise, in the possession of the inhabit- 
ants of the city, until the property of the same shall be as- 
certained by a joint committee, consisting of persons ap- 
pointed by Congress, and of persons appointed by the supreme 
executive council of the state of Pennsylvania.” My instruc- 
tions from the general mention, “that I will find the objects 
of my command specified in the resolution of Congress, and 
that the means of executing the powers vested in me were 
left to my own judgment” How could I better prevent the 
removal, transfer or sale of any goods, wares and merchan- 
dise, in the possession of the inhabitants of the city, “than 
by Glutting up the shops and stores!” 

If “the officers of the army were prevented from pur- 
chasing,” it was because the sale of any goods was directed 
by Congress to be prevented, in which the sale of goods to 
officers was necessarily induded; and it was in order (as is 
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stated in the proclamation prohibiting the removal, sale, or 
transfer of goods) “that the quartermaster, commissary and 
clothier generals, might contract for such goods, as were 
wanted for the use'of the army.” 

What I have already mentioned, renders it surprising that 
the shutting up the shops and stores should be made a 
charge against me by any man, or body of men. What I am 
going to mention, renders it peculiarly surprising that this 
charge should be made against me by the gentleman, who is 
now president of the state of Pennsylvania. It is in evi> 
dence before this honorable court, that this very gentleman 
proposed to one of my aides, that he, even lH>fore my arrival 
in town, “should publish an order to prevent the selling any 
goods or merchandise ; that this very gentleman was urgimt 
to have this done ; that this very gentleman, after my arrival 
in town, drew up a proclamation for that purpose, which was 
presented to me.” The same gentleman now exhibits tho 
same measure as an article of accusation against me. 


The last part of this charge is of a serious nature indeed. 
It is that, while I prohibited others from, purchasing, I pri- 
vately made considerable purchases for my own beneht, as 
is alleged and believed;” if this part of the charge is true, 
I stand confessed, in the presence of this honorable court, the 
vilest of men; I stand stigmatized with indelible disgrace, 
the disgrace of having abused an appointment of high trust 
and importance, to accompli.sh the meanest and most un- 
worthy purposes. The blood I have spent in defens«f of my 
country will be insufficient to obliterate the stain. 

But if this part of the charge is void of truth ; if it has 
not even the semblance of truth, what shall 1 say of my 
accusersf what epithets will characterize their conduct, the 
sentence of this honorable court will soon dctiTmine. 

It is “alleged and believed,” that I privat.dy made con- 
siderable purchases for my own lienefit. I am not eonvei^nt 
in the rtudy of jorieprudenci hut I li.™ 
that pnbUo charge, ought to hove wme other 
rett upon, than the mere nnaupported allegation and 
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liof.” Who “allege and believe” this aecnsationf None, I 
trust, but the president and council of Pennsylvania ; because, 
I trust, none else would allege and believe anything tend- 
ing to ndn a character, without sufficient evidence. Where 
is the evidence of this accusation T I call upon my accusers to 
produce it. I call upon them to produce it, under the pain 
of being held forth to the world, and to posterity, upon the 
proceedings of this court, as public defamers and murderers 
of reputation. 

They have indeed produced the evidence of a certain 
Colonel Fitzgerald, to prove that he saw an anonymous 
paper in the hands of Major Franks, one of my aides. I shall 
take no notice of the paper he alludes to, as it cannot be 
deemed a proof, or admitted as evidence; but the manner 
of his procuring a sight of the paper, I cannot help taking 
notice of. Lodging in the same house with Major Franks, in 
his absence, Colonel Fitzgerald’s curiosity prompted him to 
examine Major Franks’ papers, when he stumbled upon a 
secret too big for him to keep. Was not this a gross violation 
of the confidence subsisting between gentlemen? but what 
shall I say of the use this gentleman made of his secret? 
I will not say it was a disgrace to the character of a soldier 
and gtmtleman. T will leave it to the gentleman’s own feel- 
ings, which (if he is not callous) will say more to him than 
I can possibly do on the subject. In the nature of things, it 
is impossible for me to prove, by positive and direct evidence, 
the negative side of a charge ; but I have done all that in the 
nature of things is possible. 

On the honor of a gentleman and soldier, I declare to gen- 
tlemen and soldiers, that the charge is false. 

My aides de camp were acquainted with my transactions, 
and had access to my papers. “My invoice, my minute and 
account books, were always open to their inspection.” Could 
I have made considerable purchases, without their knowl- 
edge? “And yet they did not know of my making any pur- 
chases of goods of any kind, directly or indirectly; and they 
had every reason to think, that no such purchases were made. 




MAJOR GENERAL BENEDI CT ARNOLD. 451 

either by me or my agents, except a few trifling articles to 
furnish iny table, and for my family s use; most of which 
were supplied me by the <|uartermaster, eonuuissary and 
clothier generals. ” 

If I made considerable purchases, considerable sales must 
have been made to me by some person in Philadelphia. Why 
are not these persons produced ? Have my prosecutors so 
little power and influence in that city, as to be unable to fur- 
nish evidence of the truth f 

With respect to the third charge of the supreme executive 
council of the state of Pensylvania, I think it necessary to 
make some observations on it, because it is evidently calcu- 
lated, by a false coloring of a trifling and innocent transac- 
tion, to subject me to the prejudice of t 1 u‘ freemen of these* 
states, and particularly of the militia of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

1 am charged ^^with imposing niienial oflices upon the sons 
of freemen of this state, when called forth by desire of Con- 
gress to perform militia duty; and wli(‘n reimonstrated to 
thereupon, justifying myself in writing, upon the ground of 
having power so to do.’’ The let tens which are in evidence 
before this honorable court, w^hicli passed between Mr. Sec- 
retary Matlack and mystdf, will explain the sole transaction, 
upon which this general accusation is founded. 

By what strained construction the seiitimeiits which I have 
expressed, “that when a citizen assumes the character of a 
soldier, the former was entirely lost in the latter,” should 
be extended to a justification of myself, on the mere principle 
of power, is somewhat extraordinary. My opinion in this 
matter is confirmed, not only by the* sentiments of many of 
the most enlightened patrons of liberty in this and other 
countries, but sanctified by the militia law of several frei> 
states, both in Europe and America, particularly Switzer- 
land and the state of New York, where (if I am not mis- 
taken) the militia of the latter, when called forth intc> con- 
tinental service, are subjected to the sam«^ rules of discipline 
with the troops of the United States; the character and con- 
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duct of that militia prove the policy of this principle. My 
ambition is to deserve the good opinion of the militia of these 
states, not only becanse I respect their character and their 
exertions, but because their confidence in me may (as I flatter 
myself it has hitherto been) prove beneficial to the general 
cause of America; but having no local politics to bias my 
voice or my conduct, I leave it to others to wiggle them- 
selves into a temporary popularity, by assassinating the refiu- 
tation of innocent persons, and endeavoring to render odious 
a principle, the maintenance of which is essential to the good 
discipline of the militia, and consequently to the safety of 
these states. I flatter myself the time is not far off, when, by 
the glorious estabishment of our independence, I shall again 
return into the mass of citizens: ’tis a period I look forward 
to with anxiety; I shall then cheerfully submit as a citizen 
to be governed by the same principle of subordination, which 
has been tortured into a wanton exertion of arbitrary power. 

This insinuation comes, in my opinion, with an ill grace 
from the state of Pennsylvania, in whose more immediate 
defense I sacrificed my feelings as a soldier, when I conceived 
them incompatible with the duties of a citizen, and the wel- 
fare of that state. 

By a resolution of Congress, I found myself superseded 
(in consequence of a new mode of appointment of general 
ofiScers) by several who were my juniors in service; those 
who know the feelings of an officer (whose utmost ambition 
is the good opinion of his country) must judge what my 
sensations were at this apparent mark of neglect. I repaired 
to the city of Philadelphia in the month of May, 1777, in 
order either to attain a restoration of my rank, or a permis- 
sion to resign my commission; during this interval, the van 
of General Howe’s army advanced, by a rapid march, to 
Somerset courthouse, with a view (as was then generally sup- 
posed) to penetrate to the city of Philadelphia. 

Notwithstanding I had been superseded, and my feelings 
as an officer wounded, yet, on finding the state was in im- 
minent danger from the designs of the enemy, I sacrificed 
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those feelings, and with alacrity put myself at the head of 
the militia, who were collected to oppose the enemy, de- 
termined to exert myself for the benefit of the public, al- 
though I conceived myself injured by their representatives. 
How far the good countenance of the militia under my com- 
mand operated, in deterring General Howe from marching 
to the city of Philadelphia, I will not pretend to say ; certain 
it is, he altered his route. 

What returns I have met with from the state of Penn- 
sylvania, 1 leave to themselves to judge, in the cool hour of 
reflection, which (notwithstanding the frenzy of party, and 
the pains so industriously taken to support a clamor against 
me) must sooner or later arise. 

I will conclude this subject by reading a letter from Mr. 
Matlack, received subsequent to the letters which have been 
already read, which I consider as an insult and indignity. The 
letter will speak for itself ; the spirit and tendency of it are 
very obvious. 

Philadelphia, March 17, 1770. 
Sir, 

It appears to me proper to communicate to you, that I rthall, on 
Saturday evening next, lay before a respectable number of citizens, 
the several letters which have passed between you and myself, relat- 
ing to the orders delivered by one of your aides to my son. My inten- 
tion is to consult with them on the measures necessary to prevent 
effectually a like insult being offered by you to any other citizen of 
this state. I say by you, because it is intimated in your letter of the 
12th of October that the matter lies between your major and my 
son; whereas the order being your order, and my son several years 
under age, I conceive it to lie between yourself and me. 

And am, sir. 

Your veiy humble sen^ant, 

T. Matlack. 

To Major General Arnold. 

The fourth charge is evidently triable only in a court of 
common law, I should not therefore notice it at present, did 
it not add to the torrent of aspersion which has been poared 
forth against me, and which, if not checked, may leave upon 
the Ttilntla of fellow sodiers and citizens, disagreeable impres- 
sions, even though I should be acquitted of the charges which 
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are cognizable by the law martial. I therefore beg leave to 
lay before the Court, a certified copy of an indictment pre- 
ferred against me for this supposed offense, in behalf of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with the jurors return, which 
said bill was rejected by the Grand Jury and I was discharged 
from the complaint.^* . 

Notwithstanding all the influence of the ruling powers of 
Pennsylvania, which must be well known by several of this 
honorable Court; the unexampled method adopted by the 
council to prejudice the minds of the citizens against me, 
previous to a trial, and the daily calumnies invented and in- 
dustriously circulated to prevent the popular heat from sub- 
siding; the impartiality and good sense of a body of freemen 
of the city of Philadelphia, were impregnable to all the arts 
made use of to poison the fountain of justice. And here I 
cannot but congratulate my countrymen upon the glorious 
effects of the exertions we have made, to establish the liber- 
ties of ourselves, and posterity, upon the firm basis of equal 
laws. Had it not been for the grand bulwark against the 
tyranny of rulers, the trial by peers, it is easy to forsee, from 
the spirit of those who have been my accusers what must 
have been my fate. When I reflect on this circumstance, I 

The case was brought by Attorney General Sergeant in the 
Philadelpliia Court of Oyer and Terminer, in April, 1779, before 
Thomas McKean, William Augustus Atlee and John Evans, Judges. 
Judge McKean was chief justice twenty-two years. He was a mem- 
ber of the Congress that adopted articles of independence, and one 
of the signers of that instrument. In 1799, he became governor of 
Pennsylvania, and held it till 1808. He died in 1817, aged 83. 
Judge Atlee was a judge of the supreme court and president of the 
common pleas for Lancaster and other counties. He died at liis 
seat on the Susquehannah, in 1793. Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant 
was born in Princeton, N. J., in 1746, was a delegate from New Jer- 
sey in Congress, from February, 1776, till July, 1777, when he was 
appointed attorney general of Pennsylvania. In 1780, he resigned 
this oflice, and returned to private practice in which he attained 
great eminence. Tn 1793, upon the occurrence of the yellow fever 
as a fearful epidemic in Philadelphia, he was appointed to assist the 
sick and relieve the poor, and while discharging this pious duty be 
fell a victim to the disease and died in October of that year, at the 
age of 47. 
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contemplate, with a grateful ]>lensiire, the scars I have re- 
ceived in defense of a system of g«)verumeiit, the exeelleiici* 
of which, thougli fretjiieiitly befori* tlu- subji-et of my spec- 
ulation, is now brought home to my feelings. 

It is difficult to account for the extraordinarj' inode pur- 
sued by the state of Pennsylvania, to damn my reputation, 
and for tlie asperity with which I was pei’secuted, on any 
other principle, than one, by which states, as well ns indi- 
viduals, are too often tempted to commit tlw most Hagrant 
acts of injustice, I mean interest. The sloop jVclivi*. which 
was the object of the suit, which I u'as neenwd of unlawfnllv 
maintaining, was taken hy part of the crew of the vessel, 
who were Americans, who rost* upon the it'st, and after hav- 
ing confined the captain and others, were bringing h«‘r into 
port. In this situation she was boarded by a vessel belonging 
to the state of Pennsylvania, and brought in. and afterwards 
liladed as a prize taken hy themselves. The original eajdors. 
who were (some of them), born in Ponnt'ctieul, my native 
country, with whose connections I was acquaintcsl. applied 
to me for my assistance in obtaining them justice. 1 assisteil 
them both with my advice, my time and my jmrse: and 
though three-fourths of the vessel and cargo were. b\ tin* 
lower court of admiralty for the state of Pennsylvania, ad- 
judged to the state captors, this sentence was. by an unaid- 
inous opinion of a court of appeals, reversed and adjudged 
to those w'hom I patronized, as appeai-s by their decree. 

This, gentlemen, is my cardinal guilt : hence proei-eds the 
vengeance of an interested government against me; hence 
the pain and anxiety I have suffered, in feeling tin* fair 
fabric of reputation, which I have been with so much danger 
and toil raising since the pi-esi-nt war, undermined by tho«> 
whose posterity (as well as themselves) will f.‘cl the bles8<.d 
effects of my efforts, in conjunction m ith you and others, in 
rescuing them from a tyranny of the most cruel and dc- 
basing nature. ^ . ♦u.. 

wagons of the state of Pennsylvania, wlieii valleil lorlli upon 
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a special emergency, last autimm, to the transportation of 
private property, etc., etc. 

The evidence relative to that transaction, before the Court, 
will, I (^oubt not, justify my conduct in their opinion. It 
has been clearly proved by the testimony of Colonel Mitchell 
and Major Franks, that the wagons were supplied by the 
deputy quartermaster general upon a private request, and 
not considered as in the public service, when employed. Sup- 
pose application had been made to me, for wagons, during 
my command in the city of Philaddphia, for removing prop- 
erty belonging to private persons, whidi was in danger of 
falling into the hands of the enemy, and I found the same 
could be done without injury to the public, should I be justi- 
fied in refusing the public assistance 1 Certainly not. Does 
then the criminality consist in removing the property, be- 
cause I was interested in it? Had the supplies for the con- 
tinental army been obstructed by this transaction, or had I 
endeavored to make it a public charge, my conduct would 
certainly have been blameworthy ; but as it evidently appears, 
that neither the one or the other was the case, I flatter my- 
self, that my conduct, instead of being condemned by this 
honorable Court, will be approved, and that an honorable 
acquittal will follow from the facts I have proved. 

What shall I say of the conduct of the president and coun- 
cil of Pennsylvania, respecting the wagons 7 They first charge 
me with employing public wagons to remove private prop- 
erty, insinuating that the wagonmaster was refused payment 
for the hire of his wagons, and that I intended to defraud 
the public. It would have been but candid, had they in- 
formed the public, that Jesse Jordan the wagonmaster, had 
not been refused payment for the hire of his wagons, but that 
by their influence and advice, he had been prevented calling 
on me for his pay, that they might have some pretense for 
instituting an action and this charge against me. 

In the next instance, they wrote, or caused to be wrote, 
a letter to Jesse Jordan, directing him to make out the ac- 
count of the hire of his wagons, assuring him, that if he 
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charged eighty pounds for the hire of eacli wagon (more 
than double the first account which he had presented to me), 
they did not doubt of his recovering the whole sum, and 
directed him to send his account to the Attorney General, 
who had orders to commence an action against me for the 
same, which he accordingly did; and there is now an action 
against me, depending in one of the courts of Pennsylvania, 
for upwards of eleven hundred pounds, for the hire of those 
wagons. 

Is it not very extraordinary that I should be accused and 
tried before this honorable Court, for employing public wag- 
ons, and at the same time, and by the same persons, be prose- 
cuted in a civil court of Pennsylvania, for employing the 
wagons as private property. 

As to the sixth charge, purporting, that by my recom- 
mendatory letter to General Maxwell, to grant a pass to Mias 
Levy to go to New York, I had violated the resolve of Con- 
gress, and usurped the , authority of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania. To attempt a serious refutation, would be as ridiculous 
as the charge itself. Let the letter wrote on this occasion 
speak for itself. I kept no copy of it, but well remember the 
purport, which was nearly as follows : 


Sir 

Kaowoi* Tjpvv is a vounff woman of a pood character, 

she has money due her from iieople in Sef 

pennission to 8® *1*®” ^ who^wlf prentlv distressed without 

I am, sir, 

Your humble S€r\’anf, 


General Maxwell. 

^ a;(ipu1p-camD of General Amcld, 

Matthew Clabksoh was a spvere wound in the neck, 

and at the battle of Saratoga marshal and shared to some 

At Philadelphia he served as On the 

degree mth to attend before the conn- 
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As to the seventh charge, of an indecent and disrespectful 
behavior to the council of Pennsylvania. 

True it is, I refused to obey an arbitrary mandate (to 
render ‘to them an account of my conduct) calculated to 
criminate myself. They complain, that by my refusal their 
dignity is wounded. Had I obeyed, soldiers and citizens 
might justly have said, that I had betrayed their rights, and 
wounded their dignity. The very demand was an insult to 
common sense. I beg .leave to observe, that no one has a 
greater respect than myself for the civil authority, and no 
one is more convinced of the necessity of supporting it But 
when public bodies of men show themselves actuated by the. 
passions of ang(‘r, or envy, and apply their eifeets to sap the 
character of an individual, and to render his situation mis- 
erable, they must not think it extraordinary, if they are not 
treated with all the deference which they may think their 
due. 

It is the dignity with which an oiBce is executed, much 
more than the name, that can ever secure respect and obedi- 
ence from a free people, and true dignity consists in exercis- 
ing power with wisdom, justice and moderation. Had I ex- 
perienced this, and had any unguarded expressions escaped 
my pen in my letters to the president of the council of Penn- 
sylvania, I would cheerfully, in a cooler hour of reflection, 
have made an acknowledgement ; but they have thought prop- 
er to take vengeance for themselves. I shall therefore leave 
it to the impartial public of America to judge between us. 

The anathema of the supreme executive eounsil, closes with 

neglected the summons. The eonncil made complaint to Congress, 
and a resolution of censure was moved in that body on the 24tb of 
Febmary, but lost by a tie vote. They, however, decided that a let- 
ter addressed by him to the council, contained expressions indecent 
and improper, which Congress highly disapproved of, and resolved 
that thoy would not countenance any military officer in disrespectful 
conduct to the civil magistracy. There is no evidence that he was 
implicated in the speculations or frauds of his principal. Mr. 
Clarkson in after life took an active interest in benevolent enter- 
prises, and was a vice-president of the American Bible Society. He 
£ed in New York City in 1825, aged 66. 




MAJOR GENERAL BENEDICT ARNOLD. 459 


obsei’vini^, “That, the discouragement and neglect iiiunifi'sttM] 
by General Arnod to civil, military and other characters, 
who have adhered to the cause of their country, with an en- 
tire different conduct to those of another character, arc too 
notorious to need pi^oof or illustration,” etc. 

I am not sensible, Mr. Pivsident. of having neglwted any 
gentlemen, eithcT in the civil or military line, who have ad- 
hered to the cause of their country, and who have put it into 
ray pow’er to take notice of them ; with n>spect to gmitlenien 
in the civil line and army, I can appeal to the candor of Con- 
gress and to the army, as scarcely a day ])as8«‘d hut many of 
both were entertained by me ; they are the best judgt‘8 of my 
company and conduct. 

With respect to attention to thos(' of an opposite character, 
I have paid none but such, as in niy situation, was justifiable 
on the principles of common humanity and politeness. The 
president and council of Pennsylvania will pjirdon me, if 1 
cannot divest myself of humanity, merely out of complaisance 


to them. 

It is enough for me. Mr. Prcsi<lent, to contend with men 
in the field ; I have not yet learned to carry on a warfare 
against women, or to consider eveiy man as disaffected to our 
glorious cause, who, from an opposition in sentiiin*Tit to thoK«( 
in power in the state of Pennsylvania, may, by the clamor of 
party, be styled a Tory. It is well known, that this odious 
appellation has, in that state been api>lic«l by some, indis- 
criminately, to several of illustrious character, both in the 

civil and military line. . . , 

On this occasion I think I may be allowed to say. without 
vanity, that my conduct, from the earliest periotl of the war 
to the present time, has been steady and uniform. 1 have 
ever obeyed the calls of my country, and 8U‘ppe<l forth in her 
defense in eveiy hour of dangt^r, when many wen* dc^^rting 
her cause, which appeared desperate. I have often bled in 
it; the marks that I bear are siifficient evidence of my in- 
duct. The impartial public will judge of my ««rv.ccs 
whether the returns that I have met with are not tinctur 
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with the basest ingratitude. Conscious of my own innocence, 
and the unworthy methods taken to injure me, I can with 
boldness say to my persecutors in general, and to the chief of 
them in particular, that in the hour of danger, when the 
affairs of America wore a gloomy aspect, whmi our illustrious 
general was retreating through New Jersey, with a handful 
of men, I did not propose to my associates, basely to quit 
the general, and sacrifice the cause of my country to my 
personal safety, by going over to the enemy, and making my 
peace. I can say I never balked in the sunshine of my gen- 
eral’s favor, and courted him to his face, when I was at the 
same time treating him with the greatest disrespect, and vil- 
lifying his character when absent. This is more than a rul- 
ing member of the council of the state of Pennsylvania can 
say, “as it is alleged and believed.’’^* 

Before I conclude, I beg leave to read before this honor- 
able Court a report of a committee of inquiry of Congress, on 
the charges published against me by the council of Penn^l- 
vania, with several letters I did myself the honor to write to 
Congress, and a letter from their committee in answer. I do 
not presume to offer these as evidence, but as they show the 
anxiety I had to have my conduct investigated, and the 
reluctance of my accusers to bring matters to an issue, I 
think it incumbent on me as an officer, to lay them before 
you.*® 

This report was never acted upon by Congress, the council 
of Pennsylvania having had sufficient influence and address 
to quash any proceedings upon it. My reputation thus be- 

Arnold here refers to a conversation alleged to have been over- 
heard between Gen. Reed and another officer, a little before the 
crossing of the Delaware by Washington, in which they regarded the 
Continental canse as well nigh defeated, and discussed the pros- 
pect of an early return to British allegiance, as the surest way of 
securing personal immunities and pecuniary advancement. The 
story was emiriiatically denied by General Reed. 

*® The report of the committee of Congress on tiie chaiges exhib- 
ited against General Arnold by the president and council of Penn- 
styvania was read. 
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came for some time longer a sacrifice to what I charitably 
suppose was deemed by Congress a necessary state policy, to 
which individuals, however inconveniently, must sometimes, 
without repining, submit. 

I have now gone through all the charges exhibited against 
me; and have given to each such an answer as I thought it 
deserved. Are they all, or any of them supported by truth 
and evidence t or rather, does not each of them appear to 
this honorable Court to be totally destitute of every siun- 


blance of a foundation in fact? and yet ba.selPHH as they 
themselves are, they were intended to support a fabric ; with 
the weight of which, attempts were made to crush my reputa- 
tion and fortunes. I allude to the pndiminary resolution of 


the council, containing severe but general strictures upon 
my character and conduct ; strictures of such a serious and 
important nature, that they themselves were sensible the pub- 
lie would not think them justified in making them, unlm 
upon the most unquestionable grounds. Let them now be 
measured by their own standard. Had they unquestionable 
grounds to go upon? Why then, in opposition to every prin- 
ciple of candor and justice, in opposition to th<‘ir own ideas 
of candor and justice, did they make and publish n*solutions, 
containing censures of such a high import against me 

An artful appearance of tenderness, and regartl for ray 
services, by which the council are pleawMl to say, I fonnerly 
distinguished myself, is held forth in the iiitrmluet.on to 
their charges. Did they mean by this to pour balsam, or to 
pour poison into my wounds? I leave it to this f ^ 
to the world to judge, whether they intended 
the demerits they then urged against me, by my f 

conduct, as far as it would go; or whether they c e g 

..v o..™..™, ...m ... 

ftem In np the time 

H, in th« conn* of my dofow • j 

of the Court longer than they expeetta, m y 
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impute it to the nature of the accusations against me; many 
of which, though not immediately before you as charges, were 
alleged as facts, and were of such a complexion as to render 
it necessary to make some observations upon them; because 
they were evidently calculated to raise a prejudice against 
me, not only among the people at large, but in the minds of 
those who were to be my judges. 

I have looked forward with pleasing anxiety to the pres- 
ent day, when, by the judgment of my fellow soldiers, I 
shall (I doubt not) stand honorably acquitted of all the 
charges brought against me, and again share with them the 
glory and danger of this just war. 

January 22. 

The Court met agreeable to adjournment. The Judge 
Advocate having stated the evidence relative to the several 
charges exhibited against the general, the court adjourned. 

January 26. 

THE JUDGMENT AND SENTENCE. 

The Court met agreeable to adjournment, and having con- 
sidered the several charges exhibited against General Arnold, 
the evidence produced on this trial, and his defense, are of 
opinion, with respect to the first charge that he gave permis- 
sion for a vessel to leave a port in possession of the enemy, 
to enter into a port of the United States, which permission, 
circumstanced as ho was, they are clearly of opinion he had 
no right to give, being a breach of article 5th, section 18th of 
the rules and articles of war. Respecting the second charge, 
that although it has been fully proved, that the shops and 
stores were shut by General Arnold’s orders on his arrival 
in Philadelphia, they are of opinion, that he was justifiable 
in the order by the resolution of Congress of the 5th of June, 
1778, and his excellency the commander-in-chief ’s instruc- 
tions of the 18th of June, 1778 ; and with respect to the latter 
part of the same charge, the making considerable purchases 
while the shops and stores were shut, they are clearly of 
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opinion, that it is entirely unsupported, and they do fully 
acquit General Arnold of it. They do acquit General Ar- 
nold of the third charge. Respecting the fourth eharg»*. it 
appears to the Court, that General Arnold made application 
to the deputy quartermaster g(‘neral, to sup])ly him with 
wagrons to remove property then in imminent danger from 
the enemy; that w'agons w'ere supplied him by tlu> deputy 
quartermaster general on this application, which had bwm 
drawn from the state of Pcun.sylvaiiia for the public service; 
and it also appears, that General Arnold intended this appli- 
cation as a private request, and that he had no design of eni- 
plo3'ing the wagons otherwise than at his private expense, 
nor of defrauding the public, nor injuring or impeding the 
public service; biit considering the delicacy attending the 
high station in which the gcmeral acted, and that requests 
from him might oi)erate as commands, th<*y are of opinion, 
the rc(|uest was imprudent and improjH'r, and that, there- 
fore, it ought not to have been made. The ('onrf, in eonse- 
qmmee of their determinations ri'specting the first and last 
charges exhibited against Major General Arnold, do .seiilein'c 
him to receive a n'primand from his excellency the com- 
mander in chief. 

GrntsbaIj Washinoton while detesting the vices of Armdd, 
admired his impetuous bravery, which had s(. often be.m 
crowned with suece.sa. His reprimand was as delicate and 
gentle as could be expected by the nnsd sensitivi* mind, and 
was in the following words : 


Our profession is the chastest of nil. Even (he shadow of a fault 
tarnishes the lustre of our finest acluevemeni*. Tlie 
tance may rob us of the public favor, so hard t«» lie acquired. I rep- 
rimand yon for having forgotten, that, in projKirtioi. a.s .vo i had m - 
• dered yourself formidalile to our enemies, you slionhl ^ 

guarded and temperate in your deportment nnrards .vo'>r ^ 
dtisens: exhibit anew those noble qualities 
on the list of our most valued commanded. 1 Vrill. in.'self. 
you as far as it may be in my power, with opportunities of xegaui- 

ing the esteem of your countiy* 



THE TRIAL OP MAJOR JOHN ANDRfi FOR 
BEING A SPY, TAPPAN, NEW YORK, 1780. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

Terms more soothing, says Sparks in his Life of Benedict 
Arnold, or better suited to operate on a noble and generous 
mind, than those employed by Washington in his reprimand 
of Arnold,^ eonld hardly have been chosen. But they had no 
effect on the irritated and relentless temper of Arnold. He 
was equally deaf to the counsels of wisdom, the admonitions 
of friendship and the appeals of honor. He had already made 
secret advances to the enemy under a feigned name, intend* 
ing to square his future conduct according to circumstances, 
and prepared, should the Court decide against him, to seek 
revenge at any hazard. He submitted to the reprimand in 
sullen reserve and with a pretended acquiescence. He ob- 
tained a leave of absence, during which he obtained letters 
from his friends asking that he be appointed to the command 
of the powerful fortress of West Point, the gateway of the 
Valley of the Hudson, which request was granted by Wash- 
ington. He at once resolved on an act of treason which 
would, he hoped, result in the most brilliant success to him- 
self, and at the same time be an ample revenge for his real 
and fancied wrongs. This was to deliver West Point into the 
hands of Sir Henry Clinton, the British commander; and he 
soon made a secret proposal to him to surrender this impor- 
tant post. The matter could not be satisfactorily completed 
by letter; a personal interview with Arnold must be had to 
arrange speciffcally the terms upon which the treachery was 
to be consummated, and as it was most necessary for all par- 
ties that the negotiations should be conducted with the utmost 
secrecy, and discretion, the person in the British army to 


^ See ante, p. 463. 
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whom the commander confided this delicate matter, was its 
Adjutant General, Major John Andr6,* a young m a n of re- 
fined manners, of a highly cultivated mind, and of the strict- 
est integrity* 

* AMDRfi, John. (1751-1780.) He was bom in London of Genevese 
parents and originally destined for znercaiitilC pursuits, had been 
several years in the counting-room of a store in London, when he 
formed an ardent attachment for a young lady, which was recipro- 
cated; but the marriage was defeated by the opposition of the lady's 
father. Her name was Honora Sneyd. She subsequently married 
Richard Level Edgeworth and became the step-mother of ihe cele- 
brated English novelist, Maria Edgeworth. Prom that moment Andr£ 
became disgusted with his pursuits, and resolved to seek relief from 
his bitter associations, and dissipate the memory of his sorrows, in 
the turmoil and dangers of war. He joined the British Amy in 
Canada, with a lieutenant’s commission, and was taken prisoner at 
the capture of St. John’s by General Montgomery in the autumn 
of 1775. He was sent with other prisoners to Lancaster, in Penn- 
sylvania, where he remained a few months till he was exchanged. 
Not long afterwards he said in a letter to a friend, have been 
taken prisoner by the Americans, and stripped of everything except 
the picture of Honora, which I concealed in my mouth. Preserving 
that, I yet think myself fortunate.” The picture had^ been delineated 
from the living features of the object of his affection, by his own 
hand. 

To a graceful and handsome person, Andr6 added many accom- 
plishments of mind and manners. He was passionately fond of the 
fine arts, and had attained very considerable skill in drawing and 
painting. A journal of his travels and camjiaigns in America, which 
he kept from the time of his first arrival in Canada, contained lively 
and picturesque sketches of the people, their dresses, houses, and 
other objects, illustrating the habits of life, customs, and amuse- 
ments of the Canadians, Americans, and Indians; and also drawings 
of animals, birds, insects, trees, and jilants, each in its appropriate 
colors. Landscapes, views, and plans of places were iritersfHsrsed, 
and connected by a narrative and written descriptions. This journal 
was seen and perused in Philadelphia, while the British had posses- 
sion of that city. To a taste for poetry he united a love of elegant 
letters, and his attainments in the various branches of literature were 
extensive. His -epistolary writings,, so far as specimens of them have 
been preserv'ed, show a delicacy of sentiment, a playfulness of imag- 
ination and on ease of style, which could proceed only from native 
refinement and a high degree of culture. 

These attractions, connected with an affable deportment, and the 
address of a perfect gentleman, gained him ready access to all cir- 
cles, and won the hearts of numerous friends. A favorite in the 
army, and everywhere admired in the walks of social life, his merits 
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The dangers and difficulties of the undertaking were fully 
appreciated on both sides, and various expedients were pro- 
posed and partially acted upon, but without success. 
Finally the British canunander sent the Vulture, a sloop of 
war, up the Hudson River, with Andr4 on board, in order to 
facilitate an interview with the American commander. A 
boat was sent to it by Arnold in the night, and Andr4 came 
on shore in his uniform, which was concealed by a doak. An 
interview then took place between the two officers, but the 
business could not be completed, and it was thought best for 
Andr6 to accompany Arnold to the house of Joshua H. Smith, 
which had been procured for the purpose, imd which was 
within the American linea Here, on tiie following day, the 
arrangements were concluded, although the details have never 
come to light. Andr6 was supplied with papers explanatoiy 
of the military situation of West Point, which, by Arnold’s 
advice, he placed between his stockings and feet, and was then 
ready to return to New York. His own desire was to be car- 
ried again on board the Vulture, but as some of the American 
shore batteries had begun to fire on it, Joshua H. Smith, in 
whose house Andr£ was staying, and who had assisted in bring- 
ing him ashore, refused to return again on board the Vulture. 
AndrS submitted to the necessity of his situation and pre- 
pared to return to New York by land, exchanging his mili- 
tary coat for a citizen’s dress, and with a passport from Ar- 
nold, he set out on his dangerous route, under the assumed 
name of John Anderson. It was a perilous journey but Smith 
accompanied him part of the way and then said good bye to 
him. 

were soon discovered by those who had power to reward them. Un- 
aided by any other recommendation than that of his own character, 
he was received into the military family of Major (General Grey as 
aide-de-camp, soon after his release from captivity. In this station 
he remained till Gteneral Chey returned to Europe when he was 
transferred to the same post in the family of Sir Henry Clinton, 
who when a vacancy occurred in the office of adjutant general, by 
the resignation of Lord Bawdon, appointed Andrd to fill the 
place at the head of the department, with the rank of major. — Chan- 
dler’s Criminal Trials, p. 160. 
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The lonely traveler was nearing Tarrj’town and his hopes 
were rising when suddenly three men with muskets sprang 
from the thicket, stood in his path and ordered him to stop. 
One of the men wore a Hessian coat and Andre, thinking 
them his countrymen, frankly informed them that he was a 
British officer. To his dismay he discovered tliat the n>en were 
Americans and that he was their prisoner.* No offers of 
money, threats or entreaties could move the men. Andre was 
disarmed and searched and beneath his feet within the soles 
of his stockings were found papers in the handwriting of Ar- 
nold. The prisoner w’as taken up the river to ('olonel Jame- 
son who all unsuspicious of Arnold sent Andre to him with 
an explanatory letter, while the papers found on Andr6 he 
dispatched to Washington. However, lx‘fore Andre reached 
West Point, Colonel Jameson became susjdcious and recalled 
him, but the letter went on its way, reached Arnold the next 
morning, who, when he read that a British officer had been 
captured with certain papers on him which had been for- 
warded to Washington, rose from the breakfast table, said 
good bye to his weeping wife and I’eached tin! A'^ulture which 
was still on the river below the fort. A few hours later Wash- 
ington arrived at West Point and at once sent officers to in- 
tercept Arnold, but it was too late and the following morning 
the traitor ■was safely landed in New York City. Andre find- 
ing that attempts at concealment were now futile, wrote to 
Washington revealing his true name and stating that he was 
acting under military orders. 

Washington at once summoned a board of army officers 
composed of six Major Generals and »‘ight Brigadiers to ex- 
amine the case of Major Andi-c and to give their oiunion as 
to the light in which it ought to he considered and the pun- 
ishment which ought to be inflicted. They assembled on Sep- 
tember 29th in the Meeting House at Tappan, and their con- 


* The names of the men were John Paulding, David \N illiams and 
Isaac Van Wert. Each was rewarded by Congress with n silver 
medal, and an annual pension of $200 and the name of each was 
given to a county in Ohio. 
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diurioii was that the prisoner was a spy and should suffer 
death. General Clinton exhausted every means to save his 
young subordinate. It was intimated to him that in one way 
<mly could Andr£ be saved ; that he would be exchanged for 
Arnold. But this the British General could not in honor con- 
sent to, and after having vainly asked that he should be given 
a soldier’s death by shooting, Major Aifdr4 was hanged at 
noon on October 2, 1780, his demeanor exciting the admira- 
tion, the respect and the sorrow of every beholder. With an 
eaqr and graceful carriage, a placid but firm and thoughtful 
countenance, unnerved by fear, he met his fate, exhibiting all 
the courage of a soldier and all Ihe meekness of a Christian. 
He was buried in an open field near the spot of his execution. 
Forty years afterwards his remains were removed to Eng- 
land and deposited in Wesbninster Abbey dose to the monu- 
ment erected to his memory by his royal master. 

THE TRIAL.* 

Before a Court of Inquiry of General Officers of the Army, 

Tappan, New York, September, 1780. 

Major Genbbals Greene,* President; Lord STUtUNO,* St. 
Clair,' Marquis La Fayette,* Howe,^ Baron db Steuben.** 

Brioadieb Generals Parsons,** Clinton,** E^ox,** Glo- 
ver,** Patterson,** Hand,** Huntington,*' Stark.** 

* Bibliography. *"Proceedinp of a Board of General Officers, 
Held by order of His Excellency General Washington, Conunandor- 
in-chief of the Army of the United States of America, respecting 
Major John Andr£, Adjutant General of the British Army, Septem- 
bw 29, 1780. Philadelpbia. Printed by Frands Bailey in Market 
Street, 1780.” 

*”Andreana. Containing the Trial, Exeention and various mat- 
ter connected with the History of Major John Andrd, Adjutant Gen- 
eral of the British Amy in America, A. D. 1780, Philaddphia. Pub- 
lished by Horace W. Smith, 1865.” 

This book has numerous portraits and is a limited edition. In the 
introduction Mr. Smith says, ”The official account of the Trial of 
Major John Andrd has been, I believe, printed but three times: first 
at Philadelphia by Frands Bailey, in 1780; again in New York, at- 
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September 29. 

Major Andre being brought before the Court, « the follow- 
ing letter to it from General Washington was read by the 
Judge Advocate, John Laivrcnee.^" 

^‘‘Gmtlemen, Major Andre, adjutant general to the British army, 
will brought before you for your examination. He came within 
OUT ^es in the night, on an interview with Major General Arnold, 
and in an assumed character; and was taken within our lines, in a 
disguised habit, with a pass under a feigned name, and with the en- 
closed papers concealed upon him. After a careful examination, you 
■mil be pleased, as speedily as possible, to report a precise state of 
his case, together with your opinion of the light in which he ought 
to be considered, and the punishment that ought to be inflicted. The 
judge advocate will attend to assist in the examination, who has sun- 
dry other papers, relative to this matter, which he will lay before the 
board. I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient and 
humble servant. 

G. Washington.’’ 

The names of the officers composing the Board were read 
by the Judge Advocate to Major Andre, and the President in- 
formed him that various questions would be asked but that 


tached to William Dunlap’s Tragedy entitled Andr^*, which was per- 
formed by the Old American Company in that city, March 30, 1789; 
it has also been embodied in the History of West Point as a fac 
simile of the Bailey edition.” The official account is that printed by 
order of Congress. 

* Greene^ Nathanial. (1742-178(i.) Born Warwick, R. T. Was 
next to Washington, the greatest General of the American Revolu- 
tion. Died in Savannah, Ga. 

** Alexander, William. (1726-1783.) Generally known ns Lord 
Stirling because of his claim to the earldom of Stirling. Born New 
York City. Served in the French and Indian wars, first as commis- 
sary, then as aide-de-camp to General Shirley. Became surveyor- 
general and a member of the Provincial Council. Knlistod in 1775 
as colonel of a New Jersey regiment, and became successively hriga- 
dier-general and major-general, especially distinguishing himself for 
bravery at the. battle of Long Island. Placed in command (»f Albany 
in 1781, and died there January 15, 1783. One of the founders, ami 
first governor, of King’s College, now 

lished, The Conduct of Major-General Sl»**ley, briefly stated (1756), 
and An Account of the Comet of June and July, 1770. See, New 


Inter. Enevc. Lamb’s, Biog. Diet. . « j j 

T Saint Clair, Arthur. (17.S4-181fi.) Born in Scotland, a prand- 
son of the Earl of Roalvn. Educated at the TJnivennty of Edin- 
burg, and Btudied medicine. In 1757 purchased a commiaaion as eu- 
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the Board desired him to feel at perfect liberty to answer them 
or not, as he might choose, and to take his own time for recol- 
lection and weighing what he said. Asked whether he con- 
sign and came to America with Admiral Boscawen the following 
year. Served with distinction at Louisburg and Quebec; resigned 
his lieutenant’s commissidn in 1762 and settled in Ldgonier county, 
Pennsylvania, where he held several important civil offices. At out- 
break of Revolution joined the colonial army with rank of colonel. 
Raised to rank of major-general in 1777, he was placed in command 
at Ticonderoga, which he surrendered to Burgoyne. A court martial 
acquitted him of blame, but he lost his command, though continuing 
to serve as a volunteer. Member of the Continental Congress, 1785- 
1787 (its president in 1787). From 1783 to 1789, President of the 
Pennsylvania Society of the Cincinnati, after 'which he named the 
city of Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1790. First governor of the Northwest 
Territory, 1789-1802. In 1791, as commander-in-chief of the army, 
be was defeated in an expedition against the Miami Indians. Exon- 
erated of blame by a Congressional committee, but resigned his com- 
mission as general. Spent the latter part of his life in poverty and 
obscurity. See, New Inter. Encyc., Nat. Cyc. Amer. Biog., Sargent 
(W). Iiife of John Andre. 

® La Fayette, Marquis de. (1757-1834.) Born Auvergne, France. 
His father was a French officer who was killed at the battle of Min- 
den, and the son entered the army at an early age. In 1776 he of- 
fered his services to the infant Republic of the United States and 
fitting up a ship at his own expense he reached America and was 
made a member of Washington’s staff and a general. He served with 
distinction and when peace was declared went back to France, but 
visited theUnited States in 1784 and again in 1824, when he was re- 
ceived with great honor and enthusiasm. He entered political life in 
1787 in France and became first a member of the Legislative Assem- 
bly and after that General-in-chief of the army. The triumph of the 
Jacobin party overthrew him and he fled from France, was made 
prisoner by the Austrians until 1800, when on demand of Napoleon 
he was released. After the Restoration of 1814 he became Vice-presi- 
dent of France, and was one of the leaders of the party which over- 
threw Charles X. and placed Louis Phillipe on the throne. He died 
in Paris. 

• See ante, p. 415. 

Steuben, Baron Frederick. (1730-1794.) Born Magdeburg, 
Prussia, and entered the army. In 1777 came to America and of- 
fered his semces to the Washington army at Valley Forge. He was 
made a Major General in 1778, and took part in the siege of York- 
town. In 1780 he published a Manual of the Army. Died in Utica, 
New York. 

“Parsons, Samuel Holden. (1737-1789.) Bom Lynn, Conn. 
Was a member of the Connecticut Assembly for many years. Was 
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fessed the matters contained in the letter from Qeuentl Wash- 
ington to the Board, or denied them, he replied that liis let- 
ter to General Washington contained the truth. The letter 
was then read as follows : 

"Salem, 24th September, 17S0. 

"Sir, ^What I have as yet said concerning myself was in tlic* jus- 
tifiable attempt to be extricated; 1 am too little aceustoiucd to du- 
plicity to have succeeded. 1 beg your Kxcellency ivill be jiersumied 
that no alteration in the temper of my mind, or u])|jrcliension im- ni> 
safety, induces me to take the step of addressing you; but tiuii ii is 
to rescue myself from an imputation of having assiiiiied c 
character for treacherous purposes or self-interest; a conduct iniMun- 
patible with the principles that actuate me, as well as with my con- 
dition in life. It is to vindicate my fame that I s]»enk, and not to 
solicit security. The person in your possession is Major John Andre, 
adjutant general to the British army. The influence of one coni- 
maiider in the army of his adversary is an advantage taken in war. 

made Brigadier General in 1776 and Major General in 17S0. Com- 
missioner to treat with the Indians in 1785 and 1786, and a iiiendier 
of the Connecticut Convention which raiifled the Federal Consiiiu- 
tion. Was the first Judge of the Northwest Territory and autlior of 
a work on the Antiquities of the Western States. Was drowned in 
Big Beaver River in Ohio. 

Clinton, James (1736-1812.) Born New York. Bccaine a 
Brigadier General in 1776, and a member of the (!onvcntioii that 
adopted the Constitution of the United Slates. Died in Lillie Hriiaiii, 
N. Y. 

See ante, p- 415. 

Glover, John. (1732-179.3.) Bom Salem, Mass. Siu-veil with 
distinction in the war of the Revolution and was made Brigadier (Sen- 
eral in 1777. Died in Marblehead, Mass. 

IB Paterson, John. (1744-1808.) Born New Britain, Ctmii. Mem- 
ber of First Provincial Congress of 1774, and of the ('ongres> id’ 
1775. Was made Brigadier General in 1771 and Major General in 
1783. Member of the New York Assembly and (^mstitiitioiial t oii- 
vention, 1801. Member of Congress, 1803-1805. Died at Wliilney s 
Point, N. Y. , ,, , , 

»®Hand, Edward. (1744-1802.) Born in Ireland. Kiileied the 
Continental army early in the war, was made Colonel and laliu* Briir- 
adier General. Died in Rockford, Pa. . , 

Huntington, Jabez. (1719-1786.) Born Norwich, ( on.i. \\ as 
a Major General of Militia. 

See ante, p. 416. _ , 

i®The Board was not a Court Martial but a Court of iM .njiy in- 
structed to examine and report facts and to give an opinion as to 
the sentence. 

See ante, p. 417. 
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A correspondence for this purpose I held; as confidential (in the 
present instance) with his Excellency, Sir Henry Clinton. ^ To favor 
it, I agreed to meet upon ground not within the posts of either army 
a person, who was to give me intelUgence; I came up in the Vulturo 
man-of-war for this effect, and was fetched by a boat from the ship 
to the beach. Being there, I was told that the approach of day would 
prevent my return, and that I must be concealed until the next night. 
I was in my regimentds, and had fairly risked my person. Against 
my stipulation, my intention, and without my knowledge beforehand, 
I was conducted within one of your posts. Your Excellency may con- 
ceive my sensation on this occasion, and will imagine how much more 
must I have been affected by a refusal to reconduct me back the next 
night as I had been brought. Thus become a prisoner, I had to con- 
ceit my escape. I quitted my uniform, and was passed another way 
in the night, without the American posts, to neutral ground, and in- 
formed I was beyond all armed parties and left to press for New 
York. I was taken at Tarrytown by some volunteers. Thus, as I 
have had the honor to relate, was I betrayed (being adjutant general 
of the British army) into the vile condition of an enemy in disguise 
within your posts. Having avowed myself a British officer, I have 
nothing to reveal but what relates to myself, which is true on the 
honor of an officer and a gentleman. The request I have to make to 
your Excellency, and I am conscious I address myself well, is that 
in any rigor policy may dictate, a decency of conduct towards me may 
mark, that, though unfortunate, I am branded with nothing dishon- 
orable, as no motive could be mine but the service of my king, and as 
I was involuntarily an impostor. Another request is, that I may be 
permitted to write an open letter to Sir Henry Clinton, and another 
to a friend for clothes and linen. I take the liberty to mention the 
condition of some gentlemen at Charleston, who, being either on pa- 
role or under protection, were engaged in a conspiracy against us. 
Though their situation is not similar, they are objects who may be set 
in exchange for me, or are persons whom the treatment I receive 
might affect. It is no less, sir, in a confidence of the generosity of 
your mind, than on account of your superior station, that I have 
chosen to importune you with this letter. 

I have the honor to be with great respect, sir. Your Excellency’s 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

John Andre, Adjutant General. 
His Excellency, General Washington. 

Major Andre stated to the Court that he came on shore 
from the Vulture sloop of war the night of the 21st of Sep- 
tember instant, somewhere under the Haverstraw mountain. 
That the boat he came on shore in carried no flag,, and that he 
had on a surtout coat over his regimentals, and that he wore 
his surtout coat when he was taken. That hie met General Ar- 
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nold on the shore, and had an interview with him there. That 
when he left the Vulture sloop of war, it was understood he 
was to return that night ; hut it was then doubted, and if he 
could not return he was promised to be concealed on shore in 
a place of safety, until the next night, when he was to return 
in the same manner he came on shore, and when the next day 
came he was solicitous to get back, and made inquiries in the 
course of the day how he should return, when he was informed 
he could not i%tum that way and he must take the route he 
did afterwards. That the first notice he had of his being within 
any of the American posts was being challenged by the sentry 
which was the first night he was on shore. That the evening of 
the 22nd of September instant, he passed King's ferry be- 
tween our posts of Stony and Verplank’s points, in the dress 
he is at present in and which he said was not his regimentals, 
and which dress he procured after he landed from the Vul- 
ture, and when he was within the American post, and that he 
was proceeding to New. York, hut was taken on his way, at 
Tarrytown, as he mentioned in his letter, on Saturday, the 
23rd of September instant, about nine o’clock in the morning. 

The following papers were laid before the Board and shown 
to major Andr4, who confessed to the Board that they were 
found on him when he was taken, and said they were con- 
cealed in his hoot, except the pass ; 


A pass from General Arnold to John Anderson, which name Major 
Andr4 acknowledged he assumed. 

Artillery orders, September 5, 1780. , . j j • 

Estimate of the toneB at West Point and its dependencies, Sep- 

**Eitimiteof men to manthe works at 

Return of ordnance at West Point, September, 1780. 

Remarks on works at West Point. ^ p ...ow Kw fiSa 

Copy of a state of matters ^d tefore a cou^I of war, bv M 
ExeeUwey General Washington, held the 6th of September, 1780. 

A letter mgned John Anderson, dated 7, to 

Colonel Sheldon,” was also laid before the Board, and shown 


« Lest it should be supposed that Col. Sheldon, J® 
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to Major Andre, which he acknowledged to have been written 
by him, and is as follows : 

New York, the 7th Sept., 1780. 
Sir, 

1 am told my name is made known to you, and that I may hoi>e 
your indulgence in permitting me to meet a friend near your out- 
post. 1 will endeavor to obtain permission to go out with a flag, which 
will be sent to Dodd’s Ferry on Monday next, the 11th, at 12 o’clock, 
when I shall be happy to meet Mr. B — Should I not be allowed 
to go, the officer who is to command the escort, between whom and 
myself no distinction need 'be made, can speak on the affair. 

Ijet me entreat you. Sir, to favor a matter so interesting to the 
parties concerned, and which is of so private a nature, that the pub- 
lic on neither side can be injured by it. 

1 shall be happy on my part in doing any act of kindness to you 
in a family or property concern of a similar nature. 

I trust I shall not be detained, but should any old grudge be a 
cause for it, I shall rather risk that, than neglect the business in 
rjiiestion, or assume a mysterious character to car^ on an innocent 
affair, and, as friends have advised, get to your lines by stealth. I 
am, Sir, with all regards. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

John Anderson. 

Col. Rlieldon. 

Major Andre observed that this letter could be of no force 
in the case in question, as it was written in New York, when 
he was under the orders of General Clinton, but that it tended 
to prove that it was not his intention to come within our 
lines. 

The Board having interrogated Major Andre about his con- 
ception of his coming on shore under the sanction of a flag, 
he said that it was impossible for him to suppose he came on 
shore under that sanction, and added, that if he came on 

papers, and had been transmitted by Colonel Sheldon, who, it ap- 
pears from a letter of the 9th of September, to Arnold, which en- 
closed it, had never heard of John Anderson before. Arnold, in his 
answer on the 10th, acknowledged that he had not communicated it 
to him, though he had informed him that he expected a person would 
come from New York, for the purpose of bringing him intelligence. 

appears by the same letter, that Arnold had written to Mr. 
Anderson under the signature of Gustavus. His words are, “I was 
obliged to write with great caution to him; my letter was signed 
Gustavus, to prevent any discovery, in case it feU into the hands of 
the enemy.” 
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shore under that sanction, he certainly might have returned 
under it. 

Major Andre having acknowledged the preceding facts, and 
being asked whether he had anything to say respecting them, 
answered, he left them to operate with tlie Board. 

The examination of Major Andre being concluded, he was 
remanded into custody. 

The following letters were laid before the Board, and read 
—Benedict Arnold ’s letter to General Washington, dated 
September 25, 1780; Colonel Robinsoirs letter to General 
Washington, dated September 25, 1780; and General Clin- 
ton's letter, dated September 26th, 1780 (inclosing a letter 
of the same date from Benedict Arnold), to General Wash- 
ington : 

On Board tlie Viilliin*, Sept. 25, 1780. 

Sir, 

The heart which is conscious of its own rectitude, cannot attempt 
to palliate a step which the world may censure as wrong; 1 have 
ever acted from a jirinciple of love to iny country, since the com- 
mencement of the j)reseht unhappy contest between Great Britain 
and the Colonics; the same principle of love to my country actu- 
ates my present conduct, however it may aj^pear inconsistent to the 
world, 'who very seldom judge right of any man's actions. 

1 have no favor to ask for myself, I have loo often exficrienced 
the ingratitude of my country to attempt it; but from llie known 
humanity of your Excellency, I am induced to ask your protection 
for Mrs* Arnold, from every insult and in.jury tliat tlie inistnken 
vengeance of iny country may expose her to. It ouglit to tall only 
on me; she is as good and as innocent as an angel, and is incapable 
of doing w’rong. I beg she may lie permitted to return to her trieii^ds 
in Philadelphia, or to come to me, as she may ch*>ose: from your Ex- 
cellency I have no fears on her account, but slie may suffer from the 
mistaken fnrv of the country. 

I have to request that the cnclc^d letter may be delivered to Mrs. 
Arnold, and she permitted to write to me. 

I have also to ask that my clotlies and baggaj^, w iicli are of little 
consequence, may be sent to me; if required, their value shall be paid 
for in money. 

I have the honor to be, with great regard and esteem, 

Your Excellency's most obedient humble senant, 

B. Arnold. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

N. B,— In justice to the Rcntlemen of my family, Colonel Varick 
and Major Franks, I think myself in honor bound to declare that 
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they, fus well as Joshua Smith, Esq. (who I know is suspected), axe 
totally ignorant of any transactions of mine, that thqy had reason to 
b^eve were injurious to the public. 

Vulture, off Sinksink, Sept. 25, 1780. 
Sir, 

I am this moment informed that Major Andre, Adjutant General 
of his Majesty’s army in America, is detained as a prisoner by the 
army under your command; it is, therefore, incumbent on me to in- 
form you of "the manner of his falling into your hands. He went up 
with a flag at the request of General Arnold, on public business witii 
him, and had his permit to return by land to New York. Under 
these circumstances Major Andr£ cannot be detained by you, with- 
out the greatest violation of flags, and contrary to the custom and 
usage of all nations, and, as I imagine you will see this matter in the 
same point of view as I do, I must desire that you will order him to 
be set at liberty, and allowed to return immediately. Every step 
Major Andr4 took was by the advice and direction of General Ar- 
nold, even that of taking a feigned name, and of course not liable to 
censure for it. 

I am, Sir, not forgetting former acquaintance. 

Your very bumble servant, 

Bev. Robinson, Col. Loyal Americans. 
His Excellency General Washington. 


New York, Sept. 26, 1780. 
Sir, 

Being informed that the King’s Adjutant General in America has 
been stopped under Major General Arnold’s passports, and is de- 
tained a prisoner in your Excellency’s army, I have the honor to in- 
form you. Sir, that I permitted Major Andre to go to Major General 
Arnold, at the particular request of that general ofiicer. You will 
perceive, Sir, by the inclosed paper, that a flag of truce was sent to 
receive Major Andre, and passports granted for his return ; I there- 
fore can have no doubt but your Excellency will immediatdy direct 
that this officer has permission to return to my orders at New York. 

I have the honor to be. Your Excellency’s most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

H. Clinton. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

New York, Sept. 26, 1780. 
Sir, 

In answer to your Excellency’s message, respecting your Adjutant 
General, Major Andr£, and desiring my idea of the reasons why he 
is detuned, being under my passports, I have the honor to inform 
you. Sir, that I apprehend a few hours must return Major Andnf to 
your Excellency’s orders, as that officer is assuredly under the pro- 
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teetion of a flag of truce sent by me to him, for the purpose of a con* 
versation which I requested to hold with him relating to myself, and 
whi<^ I wished to communicate through that officer to your Excel- 
lency* 

I commanded at the time at West Point, had an undoubted right to 
send my flag of truce for Major Andre, who came to me under that 
protection, and having held my conversation with him, I delivered 
Viim eonfldential papers in my own handwriting, to deliver to your 
Excellency. Thinking it much properer he should return by land, I 
directed him to make use of a feigned name of John Anderson, under 
which he had by my direction come on shore, and gave him my pass- 
ports to go to the White Plains, on his way to New York. This of- 
flcer cannot therefore fail of being immediately sent to New York, 
as he was invited to a conversation with me, for which I sent him a 
flag of truce, and finally gave him passports for his safe return to 
your Excellency; all which I had then a right to do, being in the 
actual service of America, under the orders of General Washington, 
and commanding general at West Point and its dei^endeneies. 

I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s most obedient and most 
hranble servant, ^ 

His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 


THE SENTENCE. 


The Court made the following report to the Commander- 
in-chief, as requested in his letter, in the following words, 
which was signed by every one of its members. 


“The Board having considered the letto from his Excellency Gen- 
eial Washington, respecting 

British aim^ the confession of Major Andr6, and the 
d”ced to thi, report to his excellency, the 
following fects, which appear to them rdstive 
tbatlS Sum oi d. 01 . ^ the Vullun .loop of 
art «f Srt>teml»r totmt, .u » inttmw inl h 
in a private and secret mannw. Secondly, disKuised habit, 

within our lines, and under a feign^ tl.e c SnJ of 

A on- „o4a at Stony and Verplank’s points, tiie cvotiok oa 

the 22nd of September instant, and was J®^**^.* ® bit, being 

^ of Septemh^ in^n^ 't kVn. 

then on his way to New YorK, ana wnen w , enemy. The 

sion several papers, which eqntain^ ^inte ^ report to his 

Board having matnrely ^^ior Andrt? adintant general 

Ezedleney General Wastan^on, that M j enemy, 

he ought to suffer death.” 
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The sentence of the Board of officers was communicated to 
Major Andr6 on the day it was given ; he manifested no sur- 
prise, and exhibited, during his whole confinement, a calm- 
ness of manner and a winning gentleness of deportment that 
excited the love and admiration of all who saw him. “I fore- 
see my fate,’* he said to Colonel Hamilton, ‘‘and though I 
pretend not to play the hero, or to be indifferent about life, 
yet I am reconciled to whatever may happen, conscious that 
misfortune, not guilt, has brought it upon me. There is 
only one thing that disturbs my tranquility. Sir Henry 
Clinton has been too good to me; he has been lavish of his 
kindness; I am bound to him by too many obligations and 
love him too well, to bear the thought that he should re- 
proach himself, or others should reproach him, on the sup- 
position of my having conceived myself obliged, by his in- 
structions to run the risk I did. I would not, for the world, 
leave a sting in his mind that should embitter his future 
days. 1 wish to be permitted to assure him, I did not act 
under this impression, but submitted to a necessity imposed 
upon me, as contrary to my own inclination, as to his orders.*' 

His request was complied with, and he wrote the following 
letter to Sir Henry Clinton : 

“Sir. — Your excellency is doubtless already apprized of the man- 
ner in which I was taken, and possibly of the serious light in which 
my conduct is considered, and the rigorous determination that is im- 
pending. Under these circumstances, 1 have obtained General Wash- 
ington’s permission to send you this letter; the object of which is, to 
remove from your breast any suspicion, that 1 could imagine 1 was 
bound by your excellency’s orders to expose myself to what has hap- 
])ened. The events of coming within an enemy’s posts, and of chang- 
ing my dress, which led me to my present situation, were contrary to 
my own intentions, as they were to your orders; and the circuitous 
route which 1 took to return, was imposed (perhaps unavoidably) 
without alternative upon me. I am perfectly tranquil in mind, and 
prepared for any fate, to which an honest zeal for my king’s service 
may have devoted me. In addressing myself to your excellency on 
this occasion, the force of all my obligations to you and of the at- 
tachment and gratitude I bear you, recurs to me. With all the 
warmth of my heart, T give you thanks for your excellency’s profuse 
kindness to me; and I send you the most earnest wishes for your wel- 
fare, which a faithful affectionate and respectful attendant can 
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frame. I have a mother and two sisters, to whom the value of mv 
coininission would be an object, as the loss of Grenada has much af- 
lected their income. It is needless to be more explicit 0 !i this subject ) 
I am persuaded of your exceUeney’s goodness. 1 receive the jrWat- 
est attention from his excellency General Washington, and from 
every person under whose charire I happen to be )>lnced. 1 have the 
honor to be, with the most respectful attachment, your excelloiicv^s 
most obedient and most humble servant. 

John Andre, 

Of his captors, who were about to execute the martini law, 
he made but one request ; it was his wish to die the death of 
a soldier, and he requested that he inif^ht be shot.-'* 

But by the customs of war, a spy must suffer death in its 
most ignominious form, and it was the opinion of Washing- 
ton and the officers he consulted, that this ease ought to fonn 
no exception. 

General Clinton made great efforts to save Andre’s life 
and even sent three Commissioners with a flag of truce whieh 
by the command of Washington w^ere rrnd. by Genersil Green, 
but without result. The following correspondence jiublished 
by order of Congress is explanatory of this: 


Headquarters, Scp(. 30, ]"S0. 


Sir, , . . , T 

In answer to j’Oiir Excellency’s letter of the 20th instant, which I 
had the honor to receive, I am to inform you, that Major Andre was 
taken under such circumstances as would have justified the most sum- 
mary proceedings against him. 1 determined, however, to refer Jiis 
case to the examination and decision of a boani <»1 General Ollicers, 
who have reported on his free and voluntary confession and Iclfers, 
^‘That he came on shore from the Vulture sloop of w'ar, in the night 
of the 21st of September instant,” etc., as in the Reporf of the Hoard 
of General Officers. 

From these proceedings, it is evident Major Andrci was employed 
in the execution of measures very foreign to the objects of flags of 
truce, and such as they were never mean! to auMionze or counte- 
nance in the most distant degree; and lliis gentleman confessed with 
the greatest candor, in the course of his examination that if was 
impossible for him to suppose he came on shore, under the sanction 


have' the honor to be, Your Excellency’s most obedient and moat 


humble servant. 


G. Washington. 


His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 
** See post, p. 484. 
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In this letter Major Andre’s of the 29th of September to 
Sir Henry Clinton was transmitted. 

New York, Sept 29, 1780. 
Sir, 

Persuaded that you axe inclined rather to promote than prevent the 
civilities and acts of humanity, which the rules of war permit be- 
tween civilized nations, 1 find no difficulty in representnig to you, 
that several letters and messages sent from hence have been disre- 
garded, are unanswered, and the flags of truce that carried them, de- 
tained. As I have ever treated all flags of truce with civility and re- 
spect, I have a right to hope, that you will order my complaint to be 
immediately redressed. 

Major Andre, who visited an officer commanding in a district at his 
own desire, and acted in every circumstance agreeable to his direc- 
tion, I find is detained a prisoner; my friendship for him leads me 
to fear he may suffer some inconvenience for want of necessaries; I 
wish to be allowed to send him a few, and shall take it as a favor if 
you will be pleased to permit his servant to deliver them. In Sir 
Henry Clinton’s absence, it becomes a part of my duty to make this 
representation and request. 

I am. Sir, Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 

James Robertson, 
Lieutenant General. 

His Excellency General Washington. 


Tappan, Sept. 30, 1780. 
Sir, 

I have just received your letter of the 29th. Any dday which may 
have attended your flags, has proceeded from accident and the peculiar 
circiunstances of the occasion, not from intentional neglect or viola- 
tion. The letter that admitted of an answer, has received one as early 
as it could be given with propriety, transmitted by a flag this morn- 
ing. As to messages, I am uninformed of any that have been sent. 

The necessaries for Major Andr£ will be delivered to him, agreeably 
to your request. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

G. Washington. 

His Excellen <7 Lieut.-Gen. Robertson, New York. 

New York, Sept 30, 1780. 
Sir, 

your Exoellenqy’s letter of this date, I am persuaded the 
Board of Gteneral Officers, to whom you referred the case of Major 
Andr6, cannot have been rightly informed of all the circumstances on 
which a judgment ought to be formed. I think it of the highest mo- 
ment to humanity, that your Excellency should be i>erfeotly apprized 
of the state of this matter, before you proceed to put that judgment 
in execution. 
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For ftis reason^ I send his Excellency Lieutenant General Robert- 
son, and two other gentlemen, to give you a true state of facts, and 
to declare to you my sentiments and resolutions. They will set out 
tomorrow, as early as the wind^ and tide will j>errait, and wait near 
Dobb’s Ferry for your permission and safe conduct, to meet your 
Excellency, or such persons as you may appoint, to converse with 
them on this subject. 

I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s most obedient and most 
bumble servant, 

H. Clinton. 


P« S. — The Hon. Andrew Elliot, Esq., Lieutenant Governor, and 
the Hon. William Smith, Chief Justice of this province, will attend 
his Excellency Lieutenant General Rol>ertRon. H. C. 

His Excellency General Washington. 


Lieutenant-General Robertson. Mr. Elliott, and Mr. Smith, 
came up in a flag vessel to Dobb’s Perry, agreeable to the above 
letter. The two last were not suffered to land. General 
Robertson was permitted to come on shore, and was met by 
Major-General Greene, who verbally reported that General 
Robertson mentioned to him in substance what is contained in 
his letter of the 2nd of October to General Washington. 


New York, October 1, 1780. 
Sir, 

I take this opportunity to inform your Excellency that I consider 
myself no longer acting under the commission of Conj^ess.^ Their 
last to me being among my papers at West Point, you, Sir, will make 
such use of it as you think proper. „ „ 

At the same time, I beg leave to assure your Excellency, that ray 
attachment to the true interest of my ccjuntry is invariably and that 
I am actuated by the same principle which has ever been the govern- 
ing rule of my conduct, in this unhappy contest. 

I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your Excellency’s most 
obedient humble servant, ^ Arnold 

His Excellency General Washington. 


Sir, 


Greyhound Schooner, Flag of Truce, 
Dobb’s Ferry, Oct 2, 1780. 


A note I have from General Greene, leaves me in doubt if his mem- 
ory had served him to relate to you, with exactuMs, 
the conversation that had passed between him and myself, on the sim- 
ject of Major Andr6. In an affair of so much consequence to my 
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friend, to the two armieB, and humanity, I would leave no possibility 
of a misunderstanding, and therefore take the liberty to put in writ- 
ing the substance of what I said to General Greene. 

1 offered to prove by the evidence of Colonel Robinson, and the 
officers of the Vulture, that Major Andr4 went on shore at General 
Arnold’s desire, in a boat sent for him with a flag of truce; that he 
not only came ashore with the knowledge, and under the protection 
of the general who commanded in the district, but that he took no 
step, while on shore, but by the direction of General Arnold, as will 
appear by the inclosed letter from him to your Excellency. Under 
these circumstances I could not, and hoped you would not, consider 
Major Andre as a spy, for any improper phrase in his letter to you. 

The facts he relates correspond with tiie evidence I offer; but he 
admits a conclusion that does not follow. The change of clothes and 
name was ordered by General Arnold, under whose direction he 
necessarily was while within his command. As General Greene and 
I did not agree in opinion, I wished that disinterested gentlemen of 
knowledge of the law of war and nations, might be asked their opinion 
on the subject, and mentioned Monsieur Knyphausen and General 
Rochambaiilt. 

I related that a Captain Robinson had been delivered to Sir Henry 
Clinton as a spy, and undoubtedly was such; but that it being signi- 
fied to him that you were desirous that this man should be exchanged, 
he had ordered him to be exchanged. 

I wished that an intercourse of such civilities as the rules of war 
admit of, might take off many of its horrors. 1 admitted that Major 
Andre had a ^at share of Sir Henry Clinton’s esteem, and that he 
would be infinitely obliged by his liberation ; and that if he was per- 
mitted to return with me, 1 would engage to have any person you 
would be pleased to name, set at liberty. 

J added that Sir Henry Clinton had never put to death any per- 
son for a breach of the rules of war, though he had, and now has, 
many in his power. Under tlie present circumstances, much good 
may arise from humanity, much ill from the want of it. If that 
could give any weight, I beg leave to add, that your favorable treat- 
ment of Major Andre will be a favor 1 should ever be intent to re- 
turn to any you hold dear. 

My memory does not retain with the exactness I could wish, the 
words of the letter which General Greene showed me from Major 
Andre to your Excellency. For Sir Henry Clinton’s satisfaction, I 
beg you will order a copy of it to be sent to me at New York. 

I have the honor to be, your Excellency’s most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

James Robertson. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

New York, October 1, 1780. 

Sir, 

The polite attention shown by your Excellency and the gentlemen 
of your family to Mrs. Arnold, when in distress, demands my grate- 
ful acknowled^ent and thanks, which I beg leave to present. 
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Of Qenerrf Offlcera have given it as their opinion, that Major Aiidr^ 
mmes rader the description of a spy. My good opinion of tlic can- 
dor wd justice of those gentlemen leads me to believe, that if thev 
had been made fully acquainted with ever>- circumstance respecting 
Major Andre, that they would by no means have considered him in 
the light of a spy, or even of a prisoner. In justice to him, 1 think 
It my duty to declare, that he came from on boani the Vulture at my 
particular request, by a flag sent on purpose for him by Joshua 
Smith, Esq., who had permission to go to l)obb*s Ferry, to "carry let- 
ters, and for other purposes not mentioned, and to n»tiirii. Tliis was 
done as a blind to the spy boats. Mr. Smith at tlie same time liad 
my private instructions, to go on board the Vulture, and bring on 
shore Colonel Robinson, or Mr. John Anderson, which was the name 
I had requested Major Andre to assume; at the same time 1 desired 
Mr. Smith to inform him tliat he should Jiave my protection, and a 
safe passport to return in the same boat, as soon as our busitiess was 
completed. As several accidents iiiter\'ened to prevent liis being sent 
on board, I gave him my passport to return by land. Major Andre 
came on shore in his uniform (without disguise), which with miieli 
reluctance, at my particular and pressing instance, lie exchanged for 
another coat. 1 furnished him with a horse and saddle, and pointed 
out the route by Avhich he was to return. Ami ns commanding otticer 
in the department, I had an undoubted right to transact all tliese 
matters, which, if wrong. Major Andre ought by no means to suffer 
for them. 

But if, after this just and candid re])rpsentntion of.’ Major Andre’s 
ease, the Board of General Otiicers adhere to their former opinion, I 
shall suppose it dictated by ]>assion and rescnlinent : and if that gen- 
tleman should suffer the severity of llieir senteiiee, I shall think my- 
self bound, bj” every tie of duty and lionor, to retaliate on such un- 
happy persons of your army as mjiy fall within my power, that the 
respect due to flags, and to the lauv of nations, may be better under- 
stood and observ’ed. 

I have further to obser\’e, that forty of the princi]>nl inhabitants 
of South Carolina have justly forfeited their lives, which have hith- 
erto been spared by the clemency of his Excellency Sir Henry t lin- 
ton, who cannot in justice extend his mercy to Miem any longer, if 
Major Andre suffers; which, in all probability, will open a scene of 
blood at which humanity will revolt. 

Suffer me to intreat voiir Excellency for your own and the honor 
of humanity and the love you have of justice, that you suffer not an 
unjust sentence to touch the life of Major Andre 

But if this warning should be disregarded and he siiff^, I call 
heaven and earth to witness, that your 

answerable for the torrent of blood that may be spilt in eonsequence. 

I have the honor to be, with due respect, Your h,.xeelleney s most 
obedient and very humble sen’ant, ^ Arnold 

His Elcellency General Washington. 
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Tappan, October 1, 1780. 
Sir, 

Buoyed above the terror of death, by the consciousness of a life 
devoted to honorable pursuits, and stained with no action that can 
give me remorse, I trust that the request I make to your Excellency 
at this serious period, and which is to soften my last moments, will 
not be rejected. 

Sympathy towards a soldier will surely- induce your Excellency 
and a military tribunal, to adapt the mode of my death to the feel- 
ings of a man of honor. 

Let me hope. Sir, that' if aught in my character impresses you with 
esteem towards me, if aught in my misfortune marks me as the vic- 
tim of policy and not of resentment, I shall experience the opera- 
tion of these feelings in your breast, by being informed that I am not 
to die on a gibbet. 

I have the honor to be. Your Excellency’s most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

John Andr£, 

Adj. Oen. to the British Army. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

THE EXECUTION. 

October 2. 

At the Dutch Village of Tappan (Orangetown), Major 
AndrS was hanged at noon today. He was dressed in the uni- 
form of a British staff officer. The particulars have been 
preserved by Dr. Thacher^^ who was an eye-witness, in these 
words : 

^^The principal guard officer who was constantly in the room with 
the prisoner, relates, that when the hour of his execution was an- 
nounced to him in the morning, he received it without emotion, and 
while all present were affected with silent gloom, he retained a firm 
countenance, with calmness and composure of mind. Observing his 
servant enter the room in tears, he exclaimed, ^Leave me till you can 
show yourself more manly,’ His breakfast being sent to him from 
the table of General Washington, which had been done every day of 
his confinement, he partook of it as usual, and having shaved and 
dressed himself, he placed his hat on the table, and cheerfully said 
to the guard officers, ‘I am ready at any moment gentlemen, to wait 
on you.’ The fatal hour having arrived, a large detachment of troops 
was paraded, and an immense concourse of people assembled; almost 
all our general and field officers, excepting his excellency and his 


Thacher’s Military Journal, p. 22. 
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staff, were present on horseback; melancholy and gloom pen-aded all 
ranks; the scene was affecting and awful. 

^*1 was so near during the solemn march to the fatal spot, as to 
observe every movement and participate in every emotion, which the 
melancholy scene was calculated to produce. Major Andre walked 
from the stone house, in which he had been confined, between two of 
our subaltern officers, arm in arm; the eyes of the immense multitude 
were fixed on him, who, rising superior to the fear of death, appeared 
as if conscious of the dignified deportment which he disidayed. He 
betrayed no want of fortitude, but retained a complacent smile on his 
countenance, and politely bowed to several gentlemen whom he knew, 
which was respectfully returned. It was his earnest desire to be shot, 
as being the mode of death most conformable to the feelings of a 
miUtary man, and he had indulged the hope that his request would be 
granted. At the moment, therefore, when suddenly he came in view 
of the gallows, he involuntarily started backward, and made a pause. 
*Why this emotion, sirf’ said an officer by his side. 
ering his composure, he said, am reconciled to my death, but I de- 
test the mode.’ . » • j 

“WhUe waiting and standing near the gallows, I observed some 
degree of trepidation ; placing his foot on a stone, and rolling it ovw, 
and choking in his throat, as if nttemijting ^ 

ever as he perceived that things were in readiness, he , 

into the wagon, and at this moment f" 

stantly elevating his head with firmness, he said. It will 1» hiit a m^ 
pang;' and taking from his pocket two 
the provost marshal with one pinioned his arms, 
the victim, after taking off his hat 
with perfect firmness, which melted the hearts, and 

was suspended and instantly expireu* 



THE TRIAL OP JOSHUA H. SMITH FOR ASSIST- 
ING THE ENEMY, TAPPAN, NEW YORK, 
SEPTEMBER, 1780. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

After the capture of Major Andre and the escape of Ben- 
edict Arnold, the commander-in-chief of the American army 
took decisive and energetic measures to ascertain how far the 
defection extended, and to punish all who had been in any 
manner cognizant of the traitor’s designs. It was soon proved 
that no just ground of suspicion could be entertained against 
any of the American officers, although the conduct of Major 
Varick and Major Franks,^ the aides-de-camp of General Ar- 
nold, was investigated by a court of inquiry, at their own 
request. There was one person, however, who had been loud 
in his professions in favor of the caiise of liberty, against 
whom there were violent suspicions of a want of good faith 
in his connection with the affair. This was Joshua H. Smith,® 
who went on board the Vulture sloop of war for Andr6, and 
in whose house the unfortunate officer spent the night and 
day after it was determined not to return to the ship. Indeed, 
Andre had on a suit of Smith’s clothes when he was taken pris- 
oner. But little doubt was at that time entertained, that Smith 
was cognizant of the whole plot, and he was arrested at Fish- 
kill, in the night of the 25th of September, 1780, by Colonel 
Gouvion, a French officer, whom Washington sent for that 
purpose. He was conducted, under guard, to West Point, 

^ See ante, p. 438. 

- Smith, Joshua Hett. (1736-1818.) Born New York City- He 
was by profession a lawyer and was a man of substance and well 
connected, though members of his family were suspected of dis- 
affection to the cause of the Colonists. His eldest brother, after- 
wards a High Court Justice in Canada, liad been banished within 
the British lines at New York, and another brother was generally 
deemed an enemy to the revolution. Smith was appointed a del- 
egate from the county of Orange to opfiose in the Convention of 
1776 the measure of independence then recommended and adopted 
by Congress. 
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where he was brought before Gener.'il Washington ami some 
of the principal officers of the army, when his aecount of his 
knowledge of and connection with the ]n*o<*eedings of Arnold 
was so confirmed, as to give strength to the suspicions that 
already existed in regard to him. lie ackiiowledged that 
he went on board of the Vulture; and that Andre returned 
with him, and that he entertained tliat officer at his house 
and accompanied him a part of the way towards the City of 
New York, hut he denied that he was present at any inter- 
view between Arnold and Andre or that he had the slight- 
est suspicion of Arnold’s plans. 

Smith was sent to Tappan and kept in coufimnmmt there 
until tried by a Court Martial which assemhh'd the day after 
the examination of Andre and continued hy adjournment 
for four weeks. Among the distinguished wiliu'SNt's were 
Lafayette, Knox and Hamilton and all tlie dt'velopments of 
the conspiracy as well us the incidents of tlie eapture of 
AndrS which had not been gone into on the trial of Ihe Brit- 
ish officer were brought out in a dramatic w'ay. Smith 
remd to the Court a long defense in which he took the ground 
that as a civilian and not a sohli(?r he was not subject 1«» a 
military tribunal, and he cxaminiHl the wit masses with markrul 
ability. That he aided and assisted Arnold then^ was no 
doubt; this he confessed and some facts of his conduct wi*re 
never cleared up, especially his refu.sal to go back with Andre 
to the Vulture. The niasons he assigned wen? improbable 
and his attempts at an explanation only drew a dwfper shade 
over his candor. But as it was not satisfactorily j)roved that 
he had any knowledge of Arnold’s traitorous designs, he was 
acquitted by the Court. 


TIIK TKIAli." 

Before a Court of Military Offierrs, Tappatt, N<w York, Srp- 
tember, J780. • 

CoLONEii Henry Jackson,* Presvhni.**- 

’^Bibliography. “The testimony in the case, which was very 
voluminous, was written out by tlie judge 

mitted, with the other papers of the court martial, to the gottrnor of 
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September 21. 

This Court Martial, ordered for the trial of Joshua H. 
Smith, assembled the day after the examination of Major 
Andr£ and continued for nearly four weeks through frequent 
adjournments. 

The Judge Advocate, John Lawrence,^ laid before the 
court several charges against the prisoner, and produced to 
them certain resolutions of Congress, of the 21st August, 1776, 
and the 27th Februaiy, 1778, respecting the trial of inhab- 
itants; and he desired their opinion whether they had a com- 
petent jurisdiction to try the prisoner on these charges. 

Smith objected to the legality or propriety of his being 
tried by a military tribunal. He conceived himself only amen- 
able to the civil authority of the state, to which he belonged, 
which had established the right of trial by jury in the con- 
stitution then recently established. 

The Court. The prisoner is tried by a resolve of Congress, 
passed in the year 1777, authorizing the commander-in-chief 

New York. They have remained in the Clinton family ever since, 
never having been printed in a more permanent form than that ox 
a newspaper. Many years after the trial. Smith published his nar- 
rative, of which the title page was as follows : An authentic narra- 
tive of the causes which led to the death of Major Andre, adjutant 
general of his majesty’s forces in North America. By Joshua Hett 
Smith, Esq., counsellor at law, late member of the convention of 
the state of New York. To which is added, a Monody on the death 
of Major Andrd. By Miss Seward. London : printed for Mathews 
ft Lei£^, 18 Strand, 1808. This work is characterized by greet bit- 
terness, and although the author evidently had before him a copy 
of the written testimony produced to the court at his trial, he utters 
innumerable assertions widely different ^m the testimony itself, 
and from his original defense. It is a curious and interesting work, 
as exhibiting the character and opinions of the writer, but is wor- 
thy of but little credit upon matters of fact, except where the state- 
ments are confirmed by other authority.” Chandler's Am. Grim. 
Trials. 

* Jackson, Henrt. (1747-1809.) Born Boston, Mass. Com- 
manded the Fourth Massachusetts regiment and was Major Gen- 
eral of Militia, 1772-1796. Died in Boston. 

The other members of the Court were : lieutenant Colonel Hart, 
Major Ball, Captains Jacob Wright, Drew, Frye, Sanford, Fowle^ J. 
A. Wright, Marshall, Chase and Tiffany. 

■ See ante, p. 417. 
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of the army, to hear and try by court martial, any of the 
citizens of the United States, who should harbor or secrete 
any of the subjects or soldiers of the king of Great Britain, 
knowing them to be such, or should be instrumental in con- 
Teying intelligence to the enemy, and, if found guilty, should 
be condemned and executed as a traitor, assassin and spy. 

SfMith objected that the resolve of Congress alluded to was 
possibly passed anterior to the adoption of the several con- 
stitutions of the United States, when there were no legal es- 
tablishments, and was introduced to supply the want of civil 
jurisdictions in that early stage of the war. He could not 
conceive how a mere resolve of Congress could abrogate a 
fundamental article in any of the civil constitutions of the 
United States; for, if so, it made the military paramount to 
the civil authority, and would establish, if the court were 
to proceed on his trial, a precedent dangerous to the liberties 
of the subject; that it would excite eventually the indigna- 
tion of his fellow citizens, in destroying one of the estab- 
lished principles of liberty belonging to the subject, and the 
violation of the right of trial by jury, one of the principal 
reasons assigned by Congress for their separation from Great 
Britain, in the declaration of independence, as well as allow- 
ing the militaiy an extent of power incompatible with a free 
government. 

The Court, after consideration, were of opinion that they 
had jurisdiction under the resolution of Congress of the 27th 
February, 1778, to try the prisoner upon one of the charges 
preferred against him, and as to the three others, they were 
of opinion that they had not jurisdiction. 

The Judge Advocate, prosecuting in the name of the United 
States of America, then exhibited the following charge against 
the prisoner, namely, “For aiding and agisting Benedict 
Arnold, late major general in our service, in a combination 
with the enemy to take, kill and seize such of the loyal cit- 
izens or soldiers of these United States, as were in garrison at 
West Point and its dependencies.’^ 

The Prisimer pleaded Not OuUty. 
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THE EVIDENCE. 


Samuel Cahoon. On the night 
of 2lBt of September, I -went on 
board the Vulture sloop with Mr. 
Smith. Before that he asked me 
to go with him that night a piece 
down the river. Told him 1 did 
not want to he urged my 
going and said it was great 
business. I agreed to go. We 
went over to his brother’s; con- 
sented to go to General Arnold’s, 
and was furnished by Mr. Smith 
with a horse, and a paper to 
Major Keirce, and went off. Got 
to General Arnold’s just before 
sunrise; was informed by the* 
general that there was no occa- 
sion for an answer. Returned 
back, and in the afternoon Gen- 
eral Arnold passed me, and rode 
towards Mr. Joshua H. Smith’s 
house. 

Mr. Smith acknowledged that 
General Arnold arrived at his 
house that afternoon. 

Cahoon. Near sundown, Mr. 
Smith told me that the general 
wanted to speak with me; went 
up with Mr. Smith to the room 
where General Arnold was, who 
asked me to go with him a piece 
that night; said could not go, 
being up the night before, and 
I was afraid to go, but General 
Arnold urged me to go, and 
told me if 1 was a friend to my 
country, I should do my best; 
asked the general where he want- 
ed me to go, and the general 
and Mr. Smith said on board 
of the ship in the river; that 
there was a man there the gen- 
eral wanted to see very much. 
General Arnold said it must be 
done that night; upon my saying 
I could not go alone, Mr. Smith 
desired me to go and fetch my 
brother; went back to General 


Arnold and told him I did not 
want to go, that there were guard 
boats out; he said there was no 
danger; said if I did not go, he 
would look upon me as a disaf- 
fected man; went and fetched 
my brother, and we stood out 
a great vrliile before we consent- 
ed; at last we did, myself, Mr. 
Smith and my brother went to 
the boat, and rowed to the ship. 
During my conversation with 
General Arnold and Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Smith was in and out of 
the room; do not recollect any 
particular conversation passing 
between them, but Mr. Smith 
told me not to say anything to 
the j)eople on board the vessel, 
which was General Arnold’s 
charge likewise. We were hailed 
by the vessel ; Mr. Smith an- 
swered ‘‘friends;” Mr. Smith 
went on board and stayed not 
longer tlian a quarter of an hour; 
he returned on board the boat 
with a man. We rowed on shore; 
landed at the Long Cove, a lit- 
tle below Haverstraw; heard no 
conversation between Mr. Smith 
and this person on the way 
ashore; sat in the bow of the 
boat, and they in the stem ; think 
if there had been any I could 
have heard it. When we came 
on shore, heard the noise of a 
man at a bank above; Mr. Smith 
went up, and returned immedi- 
ately. The person we brought 
on shore went up, and Mr. Smith 
stayed with us, and asked my 
brother and myself if we would 
go on board the vessel again that 
night; told him I was fatigued, 
being up the night befom, and 
could not go. All this time the 
other person was not present, and 
I do not know where he was, but 
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suppose he was up against the 
bank, as he went that way; my- 
self and brother then went up in 
the boat to Haverstraw creek, 
and Smith stayed on the shore 
with us from their first landing, 
except when he went towards the 
bank and returned in the boat 
with us to Haverstraw creek. 
From thence we went with Smith 
to his house, but did not see the 
person there that we brought on 
shore from the vessel. The per- 
son we brought on shore had a 
dark colored coat on, but whether 
black or blue, I did not know, as 
I did not take notice of it; never 
carried Mr. Smith on board the 
vessel again; did not see Gen- 
eral Arnold at Mr. Smith’s 
house when I returned that night. 
Received no reward or promise 
from Smith for bringing this 
person on shore; General Arnold 
promised me fifty weight of 
flour, which was before 1 went 
on board with Smith. General 
Arnold ordered us, wlien we went 
down in the boat, to take a sheep 
skin with us to put around our 


uaxD. 

Mr. Smith. Don’t yon recollect 
my telling you, in going down 
to* the creek, my intention in 
ing was for the service of the 
countrv? You did tell me so. 
Did General Arnold persuade 
vou a great deal to go; and did 
I appear anxious for your go- 
ing? He did. You did not ap- 
pear anxious. Whose business 
did you suppose it to be? 
eral Arnold’s and yours; but 1 
did not know whose it was. i 
was urged very hard to go by 


the general. 

The Court. When you re- 
turned, did Mr. Smith tell you 
not to mention to anybody that 
you had been on board the vw- 
self Not that I recollect Dio 


you object to going on board at 
first because you thought it was 
wrong, or because you were 
tired? It was because 1 was tired 
and I thought it wrong also, to 
go in the night at that lime of 
the night. 

Joseph C ah non. Ijiist Thurs- 
day night week Mr. Smith sent 
for me to come over to liis house. 
When 1 came he said he wanted 
me to go with him that niuhi 
down the river on bonnl (»1‘ the 


man-of-war ns n fing on business 
of General Arnold; bdd him I 
was sorry 1 was wanted for that 
purpose, upon any other thing 1 
was willing to sen*e him or the 
'general. Air. Sniitli asked me 
why, and wild tliere was no hurt 
ill going as it was general busi- 
ness; asked liim whetlicr he di<l 
not think we should be taken 


up by the continental water 
[piard,* lie said no — for he had a 
[lass from Die gimeral to go, and 
the countersign; and said the 
countersign was “cm ingress,” Air. 
Smith said, Have you not al- 
ways heard that I was a friend 
to the country, and did that 
which was always best for tlie 
country? I told him yes, and 
always llionghi he was; naked 
him ’why the ilag was not sent 
down in tlie day time, as it ought 
to be done? He beeaiisi. it 
was to be kept private iroin the 
inhabitants and common men. 
The olTicers, be said, knew it, and 
there was a man on board that 
the General wanted to speak to, 
and he must be brought on shoiv 
and carried on board again; told 

him I did not choose to go. He 

said there was no hurt in 
at all, and if anytliinff 
wme apainst me, he would d^ 
fend me, and elear me from all, 
told him he could nrt *1]* 

thSewaa anything bad in It He 
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afterwards got up and went into 
the house to General Arnold. 
General Arnold came out soon 
after Mr. Smith went in, and 
said, need not be afraid to go 
with Mr. Smith, that it must be 
done for the good of the coun- 
try, and it was not done in pri- 
vate, for the officers of the ferry 
knew it, the captain of the water 
guard also, and had the coun- 
tersign, and it was not a secret 
to any persons but the inhabit- 
ants and common men; thought 
at first it was not good, but 
thought otherwise upon the gen- 
eral’s mentioning that it was 
known. Myself and brother con- 
cluded not to go; but both were 
afraid to tell the general of it, 
and did not go to him. I met 
Mr. Smith in the entry, he told 
me the general wanted to speak 
with me; went into his room, ac- 
quainted him I had no mind to 
go, as it was late, and said I 
would rather go in the morning. 
(General Arnold said if I would 
not assist when I was required 
for the good of my country and 
Congress, he would put me un- 
der guard immediately. Mr. 
Smith came out and asked my 
brother and myself if we would 
have a dram, and gave us each 
one. The general and Mr. Smith 
talked together. Gould not hear 
what they said, as they talked 
low. My brother, Mr. Smith 
and myself went down to 
the landing, about a half mile 
below King’s Ferry, and passed 
off in the boat, it was pretty 
well near midnight. Mr. Smith 
had on a whitish coat, which I 
think I have seen him wear be- 
fore. Mr. Smith told us that 
when we came on board the ves- 
sel, we had nothing to do but to 
stay on board the long boat, and 
fwhim asked questions, to say 


npthing at all. When we came 
to the vessel they hailed us, and 
Mr. Smith answered ^^halloo,” 
they ordered us to come on boa^ 
immediately. Mr. Smith went on 
board and stayed a little time, 
about a quarter of an hour. Mr. 
Smith, after a little, caine on 
board the boat, and another man 
came with him, who had a dark 
colored coat on, which I looked 
upon to be a watch-coat; we 
rowed on shore at a place called 
the Long Clove, about six miles 
from Stony Point, where we land- 
ed, and Mr. Smith went up to- 
wards the bank, a little way from 
the water; heard Mr. Smith and 
the person in the boat talk a lit- 
tle on the way ashore; did not 
understand what they said; did 
not see any man by the bank; 
Mr. Smith stayed a little while 
there, came back, and the other 
man went up, whom I did not 
see afterwards. Was drowsy and 
had no conversation with Mr. 
Smith about returning to the ves- 
sel that night, neither about re- 
turning to the vessel with that 
man afterwards; have not seen 
Mr. Smith from that time until 
this day. General Arnold prom- 
ised me fifty weight of fiour for 
going on board the vessel, but I 
never saw it; Mr. Smith did not 
promise me anything for it. Mr. 
Smith, after his return, did not 
desire me to keep it a secret. 
When we came to Mr. Smith’s 
house, after our return from the 
ship, saw General Arnold come 
out of Mr. Smith’s house and go 
into the necessary house. He 
walked lame, and had on a blue 
coat and white breeches; am sure 
he was the same man who I saw 
before I went on the board the 
vessel, who was called General 
Arnold, as well as I can judge 
from my knowledge of men. Mr. 
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Smith gave me a sheep skin when 
I left his house, and carried it 
down to the boat, and he and 
myself muffled my oar with-it, 
and my brother muffled the oth- 
er; after we returned to Crom’s 
Island, Mr. Smith told us to take 
the sheep-skin off from the oars, 
and throw the oars upon the 
grass. 

Colonel James Livingston.^ 
Supposed there was an intimacy 
between Mr. Smith and Benedict 
Arnold, from the passes the for- 
mer had from General Arnold. 
Mr. Smith was at my quarters 
two or tiiree times previous to 
General Amold^s going off to 
the enemy. He produced a pass 
from General Arnold to pass by 
the guards at all times; he also 
had an order from General Ar- 
nold for a light boat, on the 
quartermaster, at King^s Ferry, 
and General Arnold requested me 
to see that the quartermaster fur- 
nished him with a light boat, if 
there was one to be had. Mr. 


Smith then informed me that he 
was upon a plan, in conjunction 
with General Arnold, to gain in- 
telligence of the utmost import- 
ance, and that he expected to 
meet a gentleman for that pur- 
pose near Dohb’s Ferry, but did 
not mention the time when he 
exi>eeted to mt^et him. He then 
agreed with the lieutenant of my 
guard boats t(» have a wntcli- 
word, so that the lieutenant 
might let him pass at any time, 
by dnv or night; heard nor saw 
nothing of Mr. Smith until last 
Friday niglit week, just before 
dark. He stopped at my mar- 
quee for a few minul^; asked 
him where lie was going. He 
said up towards General Ar- 
nold’s. T gave him one letter to 
be delivered to General Arnold 
and another to Governor i’linlon 
as he had informed me it was 
likely he would go that route; 
urged him to slay awhile and 
take Slipper or a drink of grog. 
He informed me that there was 


« Colonel Livingston was liimself, at one time, almost siwpeeted of 
beinracquafeled with Arnold’s plan^ U.e enm^ 

Planck’s Point, and from the proximity _ of hw to 

and several concurring circumstances, might be 

ss™ b4n «th« 

euvers. By a very laconic lettei^, W .. g ipnai a severe 

scrutiny into his MnducL viable.' But Washington 

innocence, that_ circumstances were ^ ^ syllable that implied 
made no inquiries into the ^ v j,g i,ad sent for him to 

distrust. He told Colonel Livingslo , danger of his post 

give very special TOmmimicate other particulars, 

• and the necessity of viplanre, ana t interview. In conclusion 

which could only he done in ? P . ^ tjjjj jj,nt the post was in 

he said it was a SOTwe ind^ikvotedness to the cause 

the hands of an a faithful and honorable dis- 

of his country, afforded a imteful emotions of 

charge of duty. Let the for his commander, and the 

Colonel Livingston, his he went back to his 

alacrity with which, under ^h _ of Arnold, 252. 

station of high trust and danger. Spara s ui« 
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a gentleman waiting for him, 
who had just rode on, and was 
in a hurry to get off. He in- 
formed his business was very 
urgent; did not see the person 
who was with him, it being dark 
and he having rode forward. 

Colonel Harrison (sworn ) . 
Mr, Smith objected to Colonel 
Harrison, and also to Lieutenant 
Colonel Hamilton, being admit- 
ted to give evidence respecting 
any confession that he anight 
have made in their presence. 

The Court upon consideration 
decided that these officers shoidd 
be admitted to give evidence up- 
on this point. 

Colonel Harrison."^ Was at 
Robinson’s house on Tuesday or 
Wednesday last and was request- 
ed by one of the gentlemen of 
his Excellency’s family to go in- 
to a room to hear the examina- 
tion of Mr. Joshua Smith, the 
prisoner, who 1 understood had 
been apprehended the preceding 
night, and brought there by Col- 
onel Gouvion, in consequence of 
orders from General Washing- 
ton. In the room found the Gen- 
eral, the Marquis de Lafayette, 
General Knox, Colonel Hamil- 
ton and Mr. Smith. In a little 
time after the general mentioned 
to Mr. Smith, that he must be 
apprised of what had happened 
and told him that he thought he 
had better make a candid confes- 
sion of all he knew with respect 
to the matters that had been car- 
lying on by General Arnold; 
he added that it might be bet- 
ter for him to act with openness 
and candor. Mr. Smith ^ made 


most solemn protestations of his 
innocence, and of his ignorance 
that General Arnold had been 
carrying on any matters injur- 
ious to the states; professed him- 
self to be a warm friend, and 
that his person and property, 
or his purse, had been devoted 
to their service. Mr. Smith con- 
tinued to repeat his innocence 
of the matters then under con- 
sideration, and made an appeal 
to the Almighty, who, he said, 
could witness the integrity of his 
heart. The general observed to 
Mr. Smith that he was in pos- 
session of facts and evidence, 
that would y>]ace his conduct in 
a very different point of view 
with respect to the matter in 
question. Till this period Mr. 
Smith appeared to support him- 
self with firmness and consist- 
ency. He then told the general 
he would relate all he knew; on 
being asked whether a British 
officer under the assumed name 
of John Anderson, had not been 
brought on shore by him from 
the Vulture ship of war, he said 
that he had. Mr. Smith said he 
had been prevailed on, on the 
night of the preceding Thursday, 
to go on board that vessel by 
General Arnold, to carry a let- 
ter or a message to Colonel Bev- 
erly Robinson, and whom he ex- 
pected to bring with him when 
he came back in the first in- 
stance, for the purpose of an 
interview with Gfeneral Arnold, 
for intelligence of importance 
to the states. When on board 
of the vessel, it was concluded 
that an officer who. Smith said, 


^Harrison’s testimony, says Smith, in his narrative, was impe^ 
feet on the most material points, as he detailed those parts that mili- 
tated against me in support of the charge, and excluded those that 
favored my life. P. 133. 
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he only knew by the name of 
John AndersoDi should return 
with him instead of Robinson. 
That the interview took place at 
the shore between Arnold and 
this oihcer. That Arnold and 
the person or otiicer whom he 
had brought on shore, were at 
his house afterwards — the same 
night that he furnished this per- 
son under the assumed name of 
John Anderson, with a coat to 
disguise himself, and that he had 
taken the uniform coat, which 
he, John Anderson, had on be- 
fore, and retained it. That he, 
Mr. Smith, crossed the ferry at 
Stony Point on Friday evening, 
in order to conduct Mr. Ander- 
son to the White Plains, on his 
way to New York and was 
stopped that night at Crom ytond 
or near it. Mr. Smith declared 
that his object was to obtain in- 
telligence for us, and assigned, 
upon its being observed by the 
general or some gentleman who 
was present, that the mode he 
had adopted appeared illy cal- 
culated for that end, as he was 
to procure it on board one of 
the enemy ships of war, that he 
thouht it probable Colonel Rob- 
inson might be disposed to give 
such as would be beneficial to us, 
or sennceable, from a wish to 
have some favor, or I think, 
countenance shown with respect 
to his estate, which was in oiur 
hands. It was obsep’ed to Mr. 
Smith, that supposing it pos- 
sible to conceive he was^ really 
serious in the matter with re- 
spect to Robinson, these motives 
could not exist in the case of 
Mr. Anderson, who had no 
property amongst us. Mr. Smith 
appeared much embarrassed, and 
answered that he could only say 
that Anderson was sent on shore 
instead of Robinson. Asked 


m 

itume 

01 John Anderson, was not re- 
turned on board of (In* ship 
after finishing his business, Mr. 
biuith rejdied Unit it was be- 
cause he, meaniiiir liiiuself, Innl 
the fever and airne s« had ihai 
he could not go on hoard, ihongli 
he had confessed, hni a liiih* lie- 
fore, that he meant h» proceed 
with him as far the While 
Plains bv land, or soiiu'w!ii>rt* in 
the conntv in the viiinitv of that 
place. Tlie cxainin.'iiion of Mr. 
Smith ended here, anti lie was 
remanded under triuml. WIsIumI 
from motives cd* pnlier as well 
as humanitv. to iiiaKe as little 
noise about the mailer. Later I 
asked the prisoner whether he 
himself would not i»ive an order 
that Captain C<*arns miirhl get 
the coat of Major .\rnt»ld. Sir. 
Smith aecordiiiglv wmie a let- 
ter to his brother. Thomas, to 
deliver to Cantaii! Ceanis of 
Lee’s Light Horse, a tmiforni or 
regimental coat. I iln»rt reeolleet 
which, wliicli lie won Id find up 
stairs in the draweis. at liis 
Joshua Smith’s lioiwe. .Mr. Smith 
delivered the letter to me, wliieh 
T transmitted to Caplain Cearns. 
Mr. Smith said that the per*<on 
under the name of .Tohn Ander- 
son, and General .\rmild, were 
at his house the T!inrs<l;iy night 
after he had hronght him on 
shore from the Vnlinre. Am posi- 
tive Mr. Smith said .\rnold mid 
Anderson had an interview at the 
landing, and had not a donht in 
my mind that they were at his 
house, but am not eertain tl at. 
Mr. Smith explicit ly deelared 
they were, though 1 verily believe 
he mentioned it. ^ 

The Prisoner. Hid not Gen- 
eral Washington fir^t mention 
that this man I brought on shore 
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vrsB the adjutant of the British 
armyt I believe (kneral Wash- 
ington, when he asked you if you 
had not brought a person from 
on board the Vulture, called him 
an ofiScer, or the adjutant gen- 
eral of the British army. 

Did I not say that' (General 
Arnold assured me that Robin- 
son was to give intelligence f 
You mentioned that you ’expect- 
ed that Colonel Robinson was to 
come on shore from the Vulture 
with you to meet General Arnold. 
You said repeatedly and con- 
stantly, that your object was to 
gain intelligence which would be 
important and beneficial to the 
states; don’t recollect that you 
mentioned that General Arnold 
assured you that Robinson was to 
give intelligence. You said that 
you imagined that matters were 
so arranged on board the vessel, 
that Anderson was to answer the 
same purposes. You were ques- 
tioned about Anderson’s dress 
and said that he had on a uni- 
form coat, and a blue surtout or 
a great coat over it. 

Did I assign no other reason 
but that of being unwell, for not 
returning Anderson on board the 
ship f To the best of my knowl- 
edge you said you could not do 
it, as you had the fever and 
ague. When it was observed that 
it was strange that a man was in 
such a situation as not to be able 
to go a few miles by water, and 
coidd go a long journey, or a con- 

® See 1 Am. St. Tr. 6. 


siderable distance by land, you 
might have added some other rea- 
sons, but if you did, I do not 
recollect them. 

Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 
Hamilton.^ Was present when 
the prisoner made his confession 
before the gentlemen already 
mentioned by Colonel Harrison, 
which was substantially as fol- 
lows: That he had been em- 
ployed by Major Generals Howe 
and Arnold, for the purpose of 
procuring intelligence from the 
enemy; that General Arnold in- 
formed him of an interview he 
was to have with Colonel Robin- 
son of the British army, in which 
he assured him he expected to 
derive information of importance 
and wished to engage Mr. Smith 
to go on board the Vulture 
sloop of war, then lying in the 
North river, to bring Colonel 
Robinson on shore for the pur- 
pose of that interview; that he 
gave Mr. Smith an order for a 
boat to execute this commission; 
that he went secretly and in the 
night on board the Vulture to 
the best of my recollection, with 
a note from General Arnold to 
Colonel Robinson ; that his being 
on board was known not only to 
Colonel Robinson, but to the offi- 
cers of the vessel; that instead 
of Colonel Robinson, a person 
under the name of John Ander- 
son, came on shore with him; 
that General Arnold and Ander- 
son were that night and the next 


^^General Knox and Colonel Hamilton came, in testimony, more 
pointed to the exact truth of what I had dedared, especially the 
Utter, whose evidence was perfectly correct, by which was antici- 
pated what must have been otherwise extracted in cross-examination ; 
yet Hamilton artfully threw in a chain of reasoning, tending to 
prove my being in full knowledge of General Arnold’s intentions.” 
Smith’s Narrative, p. 133. 
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day at his (Mr. Smith, the pris- 
oner’s) house; that he was an ab- 
solute stranger to the business 
they transacted; that he was not 
able to return with Mr. Ander- 
son in the same manner he had 
brought him to the interview, on 
account of his having the fever 
and ague; that he therefore took 
a different mode and proceeded 
with him by King’s Ferry to- 
wards the White Plains; that he 
left him on the road and returned 
himself; that either previous to 
his setting out, or in the course 
of the journey, he assisted Mr. 
Anderson to exchange the clothes 
he had for others, which he fur- 
nished, I believe he said, at the 
desire of Gteneral Arnold; that 
he understood from General Ar- 
nold, before he undertook the 
commission, that his (General 
Arnold’s) hopes of procuring in- 
telligence from Colonel Robin- 
son were founded on Robinson’s 
desire to make terms for the 
safety of his estate. Mr. Smith 
asseiled his innocence of the 
transactions between General -Ar- 
nold and Mr. Anderson, with 
very solemn protestations and 
appeals to heaven. Said he act- 
ed from the perfect confidence 
he had in General Arnold, whose 
rank and services to the county 
would not suffer him to entertain 
the least suspicion of his being 
capable of entering into a treas- 
onable combination with the ene- 
my. From the subsequent cir- 
cumstances, this John Anderson 
proves to be Major Andr^, a^ 
jutant general to the 
army, who has recently suffered 
death. 

The Prisoner. Was not 
reason given for going on teard 
of the ship in the night, and was 
it not that General Arnold told 


nae he did not wish the source of 
his intelligence as yet to be 
known to everybody? I have a 
faint recollection that it was. 

Don’t you recollect tliat 1 said 
I was ver>^ roughly used by the 
ofiicers of the watch on board tlie 
ship? I think I do, on your first 
arrival, or rather on your ap- 
proach. 

Don’t you recollect my saying 
that General Arnold, when he ap- 
plied to me for a coat for An- 
derson, said he was only a mer- 
chant, and from pride had bor- 
rowed a coat from an officer in 
New York? T do not. 

Was not my cliaracter in New 
York always ^teemed ns a warm 
friend to the cause of America 
before we quit the city, ns far as 
came to your knowledge? Many 
persons esteemed you as a sealot 
on the popular side, though in- 
timations of doubt have^ been 
made to me of the sincerity of 
your pretensions, I believe from 
a suspicion of your family. 

Colonel Harrison (recalled!. 
The Prisoner. Did you not see 
surprise in my conduct, on l>eing 
informed that the person whom T 
brought on shore was adjutant 
general to the British army? As 
I observed before, you in the 
eommencement of your examina- 
tion behaved "with great firmness 
and great consistency, but on 
matters being disclosed to you, 
and the general’s telling you it 
would be better to make a candid 
and open confession, you discov- 
ered a good deal of surprise. As 
to the motives of your surpnse T 
cannot undertake to say what 


they were. „ 

Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton 

(recalled). The 

von recollect that when 1 Mid 
that I had bronght one Anderson 
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on shore, I said that I understood 
Anderson was to negotiate Rob- 
insoivs business with General Ar- 
nold ? You did profess that sup- 
l)ositioii. 

Cornelhis Lambert. The pris- 
oner f>assed King’s Fe^ be- 
tween daylight and dark/ in com- 
pany witli another gentleman and 
a negro with him; the negro I 
took to be Mr. Smith’s waiter, 
that was the week before last. 
Mr. Smith seemed to hurry us a 
good deal, and told us he would 
give ns something to revive our 
sj»irits; do not recollect the per- 
son’s name who crossed with Mr. 
Smith; it was between daylight 
and dark; he had on a large 
coat, dark colored, either brown, 
bine or black, and had on a 
round hat and hoots; Mr. Smith 
and this person crossed from 
Stony Point to Verplank’s 
Point. 

TTenrff Lambert. Mr. Smith 
crossed King’s Ferry the week 
before last, in company with an- 
other gentleman in the dusk of 
the evening; do not know the 
rerson’s name nor do I recollect 
his dress. I steered the boat; 
they had horses with them/; Mr. 
Smith seemed to be in a hurry 
to (“ross, and on the water, as 
we were crossing, told us he 
would give ns something to re- 
vive onr spirits, if we would row 
across soon; Mr. Smith had also 
a negi'o man along with him ; did 
not take notice of the horse the 
gentlcTiien rode who was with 
Mr. Smith. When Mr. Smith 
was coming down to the ferry, 
he called out to Captain Cooley, 
and told him in three weeks’ time 
we would be in New York. Cap- 
tain Cooley answered, "I don’t 
know;” Mr. Smith ithen said. 


'Veil, let it be three months;” 
Mr. Smith seemed to be very 
lively, and in a joking humor, 
when he said it. 

Lambert Lambert. Mr. Smith 
crossed King’s Ferry in the even- 
ing; know not the person’s name 
who crossed with him; neither 
have I seen the person since; 
don’t recollect any conversation 
between Mr. Smith and the man 
in the boat. 

Mr. Smith admitted that he 
crossed King’s Ferry on Friday 
evening the 22nd day of Septem- 
ber last from Stony Point to, 
Verplank’s Point. 

William Van Veart confirmed 
the last two witnesses and so did 
Benjamin Acker. 

William Jameson. On Friday 
evening at dusk, the 22nd day of 
last month, Mr. Smith came to 
my tent, at King’s Ferry, on 
Stony Point side, after sundown, 
with a gentleman in company 
and a waiter; the gentleman rode 
a little past the tent and Mr. 
Smith made a halt. There were 
some gentlemen sitting in the 
tent, who handed him a bowl of 
liquor which they had been drink- 
ing out of upon which Mr. Smith 
dismounted his horse and hand- 
ed the bowl to me, and desired 
I would fill it, which I did. As I 
handed him the liquor again, Mr. 
Smith spoke to Mr. Cooley, and 
said, in three weeks time we 
should be all in New York. Mr. 
Cooley made answer, "sir, I don’t 
know,” upon which Mr. Smith 
said, "let it be three months.” 
Mr. Smith, upon this, took his 
horse and went off down to the 
ferry stairs. The person with 
Mr. Smith had on a flopped hat 
and a great coat, the color I can- 
not recollect; did not know the 
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person’s name, neither have I 
seen him since to know him. 

William Cooley^ Three per- 
sons, one of whom was Mr. 
Smith, came ridinji: down to 
King’s Ferry, on the Stony Point 
side, on Friday the 22nd day of 
last month, about dark; there 
were some of Colonel Living- 
ston’s officers with me in the 
tent. Mr. Smith came riding 


Have seen you wrangle with 
many men who opposed the 
American cause in New York. 

What have yon thought (if my 
political character since we have 
left New York? Have always 
thought you a hearty man for 
America, and never looked upon 
you in any other light until this 
very time, and liow it is now, 1 
know not ; believe the whole 


along, and when he came oppo- 
site the tent, the officers hailed 
him and put out the bowl to him, 
and asked him if he would not 
drink; he said, yes; the other 
persons kept riding along; there 
was nothing in the bowi; Mr. 
Smith got off his horse and called 
for a nip of grog and drank. 
They were joking together, and 
Mr.‘ Smith said to me, “What do 
you think, Daddy Cooley, or Cap- 
tain Cooley, or something to that 
purpose, of being in New Y ork 
in three weeks’ time?” Upon 
that the gentlemen officers 
laughed a little. I said, “not, I 
am ‘afraid Master Joseph,” or 
something to that purpose. 
“Well,” said he, '^et it be thr^ 
months, then.” I just drank, the 
officers being then joking and 
laughing together, and Mr. Smith 
went off; did not see the persons 
who went down, to know them, 
nor heard their names mentioned ; 
neither did any person ask about 
their names ; no person asked Mr. 
Smith where he was going, or 
what his business was; neither 
did he mention it. 

The Prisoner, What was my 
political character in New York" 
I always looked upon you as a 
good and faithful subject to 
America; have seen you strip and 
fight several times in New York, 
and once with the mate of the 
Asia man-of-war, about America. 


neighborhood at llaverstraw, 
ivhcre you live, look upmi you as 
a hearty friend to America, but 
we do not look upon the rest of 
your brothers to he anytliiiig to 
the cause of America. 

Captain Khenezer Boyth Ijnst 
Friday, a week ago, hetwwm 
eight and nine at night, the sen- 
try stojipod Mr. Smith, the pris- 
oner, another person, and a 
negro with him. When tlie sen- 
try luiilod them, they answered, 
his friends. The sentry ordered 
one to dismount ; Mr. Smith dis- 


noimted and spoke to the person 
ivho w^as w’ith him to hold Ins 
liorse, and Mr. Smith advanced 
till he came near the wmlry. Mr. 
Smith asked who commanded the 
party; tlic sentry said t’nptain 
Hoyd; nr»nu 

Mr. Smith came to me, upon my 
calling for him; asked him who 
he was; he told me his name was 
.Toshna Smith, and that lie had a 
pass from General Arnold to 
pass all guards; asked him 
Uere \w lived, or where l.e 
hmfSoA-, he told me he ned »» Hie 
w’hile house on the otlier side of 
KitiR’s Ferrv'; ask*>d hiir: wlinl 
lime he crossed the ieir.v; he 
said about tlie dusk of the s.ime 
evening; asked him how far he 
M-as bound for, and where to; he 
told me he intended 
nkht ns far as Major Mranfrs. 
him Major Stran? was »«t 
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at home, and he spoke something 
of going to old Colonel Oil 
Drake’s, as he was an old ae- 
quaintimce of his ; told him he did 
not live where he was used to, 
but had moved to Salem; told 
him about his saying he was go- 
ing to Major Strang’s,, that his 
lady might be in bed, and it 
would incommode her much, like- 
wise I desired to see Mr. Smith’s 
pass, and went into a little house 
close by there and got a light; 
found that he had a pass from 
General Arnold to "pass all 
guards to the White Plains and 
return, being on business of im- 
portance.” He told me he was a 
brother of William Smith, in 
New York, though very different 
in principle, and that he was em- 
ployed by General Arnold to go 
with that gentleman, meaning the 
person who was with him, to get 
intelligence from the enemy, that 
they expected to meet a gentle- 
man at or near the White Plains 
for the same purpose. I advised 
Mr. Smith to put up there, at 
one Andreas Miller’s, close by 
where we were, and so start as 
soon as it was light; that riding 
in the night would be dangerous 
when they got below Croton river 
from the cowboys. Mr. Smith 
made answer that he would speak 
to his partner; they conversed 
together, they spoke low, Mr. 
Smith told him he thought it 
would be rather best to put up, 
and said he thought they might 
be interrupted; upon that they 
concluded to turn back to this 
house, to put up. ^ Mr. Smith 
then asked my opinion about the 
roads, which would be the safest 


to the White Plains, and not fall 
into the hands of these cowboys 
or refugees ; gave him my opinion 
that the safest road would be 
to go by North Castle church, 
mid by Wright’s mills, by reason 
if they went to Tarrytown road, 
they would fall into the lower 
party’s hands — these cowboys*— 
likewise advised him to call upon 
Captain Delavan next morning 
pretty early. Mr. Smith asked 
me if I thought that Captain 
Delavan would assist them with 
an escort of two or three horses; 
told him I did not doubt but that 
he might when he came to under- 
stand what his business was. 
They went back towards Andreas 
Miller’s, which was the last I saw 
of them that night, asked Mr. 
Smith what gentleman it was who 
was with him. Mr. Smith said 
he was a gentleman that General 
Arnold had in his employ, and 
told me his name was John An- 
derson. 

(Two permits were shown to 
Captain Boyd, one dated Head- 
quarters, Robinson’s House, Sep- 
tember 20, 1780, and the other 
dated Headquarters, Robinson’s 
House, September 22, 1780, 
signed B. Arnold, M. General, 
neither of which Captain Boyd 
thought was the pass Mr. Smith 
showed him. Mr. Smith ac- 
knowledged that the permit dated 
September 22nd, 1780, was the 
one be showed Captain Boyd. 
The other not being proved or 
acknowledged, was w ithdrawh.) 

The PHeoner. What political 
character does Major Strang 
bear in that country? He is al- 
lowed to be as good a man as any 


* The cowboys were a set of people, mostly if not wholly refugees, 
belonging to the British side, and engaged in plundering cattle near 
the lines, and driving them to New York. 
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we have there, in his attachment 
to America. 

What political character did 
Mr. Oil Drake bear, who lived 
formerly near Crom pond? His 
former character was that of a 
very warm whig. 

Did I not appear pleased with 
your proposal of going to Cap- 
tain Delavan^sf You made no 
objections against going there to 
me, and told me you would call 
upon him the next morning, 
which I expected you would, 
from what you said. 

Don’t you recollect your men- 
tioning to me that Captain Dela- 
van was a warm friend to the 
country t I do. 

Major burroughs. Last Fri- 
day, a week ago, between sun- 
down and dark, was overtaken 
on the road about three-quarters 
of a mile from Stony Point by 
the prisoner, and another gen- 
tleman and a negro boy. Mr. 
Smith said, *^how do you do, Cap- 
tain Livingston?” Told him he 
was mistaken ; on that he stopped 
and said, “how do vou do. Major 
Burroughs?” Rode up between 
the gentleman who was with Mr. 
Smith, which gentleman is the 
same man who has been proved 
since to have been adjutant gen- 
eral of the British army. Mr. 
Smith told me he was going for 
Mrs. Smith and the ladies, to 
West Point, and should be hap- 
py to see me at tea the next a^ 
ternoon. Mr. Smith then turned 
about his horse, rode off pretty 
fast; I told him I thought it 
rather late, and he said he had 
business. The gentleman had a 
round hat on, and a blue coat or 
cloak, the cape of which was but- 
toned up tight round his n^k, 
and the other part was also but- 
toned. 


John Paiddino. Mvself, Isaac 
Van Veart, and David Williami 
were lying by the side of the 
road, about a half a mile above 
Tarr>io\vn, and about fifteen 
miles from King’s bridge, on 
Saturday morning between nine 
and ten oVlock, the 23rd of Sep- 
tember, last. \Ve had lain there 
aboiu an hour and a half, as 
near as I can recollind, and saw 
several persons we vrerf? ac- 
quainted with, whom we let pass. 
Presently, one of the young men 
who w*ere with me said, there 
comes a gentlemanlike looking 
man, who appears to be well- 
dressed, and has boots on, whom 
you had better step out and stop, 
if you don’t know him. On that 
T got up and presented my fire- 
lock at the breast of the person, 
and told him to stand, and then 
I asked him which wav he was 
going. Says lie, Qenllemen, 1 
hope you belong to our party. 

I asked him what partv! he said, 
the lower party. Upon that I 
told him T did. Then ho said, 1 
am a British officer out of the 
country, on particular business, 
and I hope vou won’t detain me 
a minute; and to show that he 
wRfi a British officer he pulled 
out his w^atch, upon wliich T told 
him to dismount, T^pon that he 
said, Mv God, T must do nny- 
tliing to get along; seemed to 
make a kind of a laugh of it, 
and pulled out General Arnold s 
pass, which was to John Ander- 
son to pass all guards to the 
White Plains, and further. T pon 
that he dismounted, and savs he. 
Gentlemen, vou had best let me 
go. or vou will bring yourselves 
in trouble, for bv vour stopping 

eral’s business, and 

to go to Dobb’s Ferrv, to meet 
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a person there on the general’s 
business. Upon that 1 told him 
1 hoped he would not be offend- 
ed, an^ told him we did not mean 
to take anything from him; that 
there were many bad people go- 
ing along the road, and 1 ^d 
not know but perhaps 'he might 
be one; and 1 asked him if he 
had any letters about him. He 
made answer. No. Upon that, 
myself, or one of my comrades, 
though I think myself, told him 
to pi^ off his clothes, which he 
did. We searched his clothes, 
but could find nothing, and I 
told him to pull off his boots; he 
rather seemed backward of pull- 
ing them off; however, he pulled 
off one of them, and I felt at 
his foot, where I felt the papers 
in his stocking, under his foot. 
Then I told him to pull off the 
other boot, and when the other 
Itoot was off I found other papers 
in his stocking, under his foot. 
Then I looked on the back of the 
papers, and I saw what the con- 
tents of them were, and I said 
to the young fellows who were 
with me, this is a spy. One of 


the young fellows who were with 
me asked him if he would give 
us his horse, saddle, and bridle, 
and watch and a hundred guineas 
if he would let him go. He made 
answer. Yes, and whatever sum 
of money you will mention, or 
quantity of dry goods. And then 
I made answer. No, by God, if 
you would give us ten thousand 
guineas, you should not stir a 
step. One of the young fellows 
winked to me. who had a mind 
to find out a little more, and I 
made answer to the lads who 
were with me to come along, for 
1 would have nothing more to 
say to him. We asked him some 
questions as we were going along 
the road, and he begged we would 
ask him none till he came to 
some officers, and then he would 
reveal the whole. We carried 
him to Colonel Jameson, and 
there he took him into his cus- 
tody, and I have not seen him 
from that time until I saw him 
the other day. I asked him his 
name, and he told me it was 
John Anderson. 


Sundry papers of the following import were produced to the 
Court and shown to Paulding, to-wit, a paper containing artillery 
orders at West Point, September 5, 1780 — a paper containing an 
estimate of the force at West Point and its dependencies, Septem- 
ber 13, 178(1 — a paper containing an estimate of men to man the 
works at West Point, and in the vicinity, September, 1780 — a paper 
containing a return of ordnance at West Point and its dependen- 
cies, September 5, 1780 — a paper containing remarks on works at 
West Point, indorsed, "a copy to be transmitted to his Excellency, 
General Washington,” September, 1780 — and a paper containing a 
state of matters laid before a council of war, held in Camp Ber^n 
county, September 6, 1780: present, the comma nder-in-chief — in- 
dorsed "copy of a council of war, held September G, 1780.” 

Paulding. To the best of my Anderson had a kind of a pur- 
knowledge, the papers now pie claret-colored coat on, the 
shown me are the papers I found button-holes of which were laced, 
on that person when I took him. nankeen breeches and waistcoat 
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on, and a flannel waistcoat un- 
der his waistcoat, and had a 
round hat on ; also a blue-colored 
overcoat. He is the same per- 
son who suffered death on Mon- 
day last, as beine: the adjutant 
general of the British army. 

The Court. When he pulled 
out the watch, did he offer it to 
you as a present, or pull it out 
as a signal? As a signal that 
he was a British oflicer, as 1 
then thought. When pulling out 
his pass from General Arnold, 
what was the reason vou did not 
let him go? Because he said be- 
fore he was a British oflicer. Had 
he pulled out General Arnold’s 
pass first, 1 sliould have let him 
go. How long did the person 
under the name of John Ander- 
son say he had been out from 
New York? Four days, and had 
not been above Pine’s bridge, 
and that a man brought the let- 
ters and tmpers to him there, but 
he did not know him. 

David Williams. Myself, Tsaac 
Van Veart, and John Paulding 
were living in the buslies, in the 
morning, about nine or ten 
o’clock, on Saturday, the 23rd 
of September, last, as near as 1 
can recollect, about a half a mile, 
as near as 1 can recollect, above 
Tarrytown, on the east side of 
the North River. Several per- 
sons came along whom we knew 
and let pass, and presently came 
along a person whom we told 
Mr. Paulding to stop; lie was a 
gentlemanlike man and had boots 
on. Mr. Paulding stepped out, and 
presented his piece to his breast, 
and bid him stand, which he did. 
The person said. Gentlemen, I 
hope yon belong to our party. 
Mr. Paulding made answer. 
What party? he said, the lower 
party, which Mr. Paulding told 


him we did. The L»ersuu said, 1 
am glad to see vou, and said, 1 
am an oflicer in the Briiish ser- 
vice, and have now been on par- 
ticular business in tlie coimtrv, 
and 1 liope vou will nol detain 
me; and for a token to let ns 
know tliat he was a genfleinan, 
he pulled out his waPli. Mr. 
Paulding told him to clisnuniiii, 
on which the i»erson foniid we 
belonged to the upper parix ; lie 
said, My God, 1 must tin anv- 
tliing to get along; on wliicli he 
pulled out General Arnold's pass 
and gave it to Mr. Paulding, who 
read it, on whieli Mr. Paulding 
told him to dismoiint; and the 
person said he was to pass down 
as far as Dohh’s Ferry, anil was 
to mw‘t another genlliMiijin tin n-, 
and was to get intelligence lor 
General Arnold; lie told ns we 
would bring ourselves in Ironhie 
if we did not let him go. \Ve 
told liim tiiere were manv had 
fellows traveling the road, and 
we did not knoxv hut he was one 
of them, on which we took him 
in the bushes and ordered him to 
pull ofT his clothes, which he iliil; 
but on searching him narrow! v. 
we could not find anv sort of 
writing. We told him to pull off 
his boots, wliich he sccuumI to he 
indilTerent about, hnt xvc got one 
hoot off; and searclicd in that 
hoot, but cotild tind nothing, and 
w’e found there w'ere sonic pa- 
pers in the bottom of his j--,, •!> 
ing next to his fool, on whii h w** 
made him pull his stocking off, 
and found three papers wriiu *-1 
up. Mr. Paulding looked at the 
contents, and said he was a spv 
— upon which we made him pull 
off his other boot, and there wf 
found three more papers at the 
bottom of his foot within his 
stocking, upon which w** made 
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him dress himself, and I asked 
him what he would eive us to 
let him eo\ he said he would ^ive 
us any, sum of mnoey. 1 asked 
him whether he woidd give us 
his horse, saddle, bridle, watch 
and one hundred firuineas. upon 
which he said ves, and told us 
he would direct it to any place, 
even if it was that very spot, so 
that we could set it. I asked 
him whether he would not sive 
us more: he said he would eive 
us any quantity of dry goods, or 
any sum of money, and bring 
it to any place that we might 
pitch upon, so that we might get 
it ; upon which Mr. Paulding an- 
swered. No, by God, if you would 
give us ten thousand guineaus 
you shall not stir one step; on 
which I asked the person who 
had called himself John Ander- 
son if he would not get away if 
it lay in his power, on which he 
answered me. ves. he would. I 
told him I did not intend he 
should, and carrying him along, 
we asked him a few Questions, 
and we stopped under a shade: 
he begged us not to ask him any 


questions, and said when he came 
to any commander he would re- 
veal alL We carried him on and 
delivered him to Colonel Jame- 
son, and I never saw him from 
that time until when he was ex- 
ecuted here, that I remember; 
and I thipk the man. to the best 
of my knowledge, if I recollect 
right, who was executed on Mon- 
day last, as being adjutant gen- 
er^ to the British army, was the 
veiy man whom tiie persons I 
have mentioned and myself took, 
as I have mentioned before. He 
told us his name was John An- 
derson, when he pulled out his 
pass to show us. He had a blue 
overcoat on, and a tight body 
coat that wa^ a kind of a claret- 
color, though rather a deeper red 
than claret — the button-holes 
were laced with gold tinsel, and 
the buttons drawn over with the 
same kind of lace — a round hat 
and nankeen waistcoat and 
breeches, and under his waist- 
coast was a flannel waistcoat, and 
under his breeches was a pair of 
flannel drawers — ^he had a pair 
of boots and thread stockings on. 


The papers shown to Mr. Paulding were shown to Mr. Williams; 
he said that the paper containing an estimate of men to man the 
works at West Point and in the vicinity, September, 1780, and the 
paper containing a return of ordnance at West Point and its de- 
pendencies, September 5, 1780, were two of the papers which he 
and the persons who were with him found on the person whom 
they took, as before mentioned, under the name of John Anderson, 
as he saw Mr. Paulding open them; the others he did not recollect 
to have taken notice of. 


The papers that were shown to 
Mr. John Paulding were shown 
to Colonel Tilahman. and he was 
asked whether, from the knowl- 
edge he had of Benedict Ar- 
nold’s writing, he believed these 
papers were written by him. 

Colonel Tilghman. The pass 


was certainly written by Bene- 
dict Arnold, late major general 
in our service. The body of the 
aper indorsed Artillery orders, 
eptember 5, 1780, containing 
artillery orders at West Point, 
and the indorsements were cer- 
tainly written by him. The name 



JOSHUA H. SMITH. 


605 


at the bottom I am not certain 
of. The paper, beiner an esti- 
mate of the force at West Point, 
and its dependencies, was writ- 
ten by General Arnold, as well 
as the indorsement: the paper 
beinff an estimate of men to man 
the works at West Point, and in 
the vicinity, with indorsement, 
was also written bv him. The 
paper containing a return of 
ordnance at West Point and its 
dependencies, was also written 
by him; the paper containinpr re- 
marks on works at West Point 
was also written bv him : the pa- 
per indorsed Copy of council of 
war, held September 6, 1780, 
containing: a state of matters laid 
before a council of war, Septem- 
ber 6, 1780, bv his Excellency, 
General Washineton. was also 
written bv him: the paper con- 
taining: the names of sundry per- 
sons was written bv him. 

Marquis de la Fayette.^^^ When 
Mr. Smith was put in the 
room at Robinson^s house, it was 
in the mornine. the dav after 
Arnold had escaped to the en- 
emy; there were present General 
Washing:tun, General Knox, 
Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton, 
Colonel Harrison and myself; he 
beg:an bv making: strong: assur- 


ances of nis candor, and other 
assimances. The witness cave a 
similar description to that of CoU 
onel Hamilton^ and continued: 
He really told the whole of the 
story himself freely, except the 
changing: of the coat, and I 
thought he was not candid in re- 
lating the reasons >vhich prevent- 
ed his returnin&: bv water on 
board the Vulture. Think Mr. 
Smith said that General Arnold 
asked him for a coat to disg:iiise 
this Mr. Anderson, but, however, 
do not recolle<»t it clearly. 

The Prisoner. Did 1 not sav, 
when 1 said that Oenernl Arnold 
asked me for a coat for this Mr. 
Anderson, that General Arnold 
said he was onlv a merchant, and 
from false pride had borrowed 
a British uniform coatt You 
may have said so, but 1 don’t rec- 
ollect it; it is true 1 was not 
attending: during: the wdiole time, 
there beine roanv questions asked 
which I do not remember. Did 
you not hear me expostulate with 
his Excellcncv about the manner 
in which 1 was taken, and 
brought down to Kobinson’s 
house? 1 did. 

Did vou not see me the Bnn- 
dav evening: at General Scott s 
at Pishkill. preceding the Tues- 


“ The prisoner seems to Rreat^ bittemaw. 

testimony of La Payette, and narrative, “with acri- 

“He ddivered his evz^ne^ says jjg gsierted a* part of 

moniouB severity, SiMf^hingtoii matters that I could not have 
my declaration to ^neral Wasninp hundred others, depended 
mentioned; and had my hfe, or ftat of 

on his credibility before m attention to the testimony of 

been forfeited. I had paid ^«ul«j on their 

General i&ox and Colonel Haimlto , . j applied 

evidence; and in my ” rnllrrt i ir" which did not a little 

their answers and remarks to the eourt-martial were 

embsnasB him. I coidd gTeerfy hope he ened 

sensible that he lisusge.* 

from ignonmoe of the true import of tne mb** 
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day morning 1 was brought to 
Robinson’s house f 1 was told 
by his Excellency’s family, or 
some other officer, that you had 
been there, but do not recollect 
to have seen you myself. Did 
you think, from the whole of my 
conduct when before General 
Washington, when interrogated, 
I discoyered a disposition to de- 
clare all 1 knew about this mat- 
ter f Your omitting the circum- 
stance of the changing of the 
coat, and the reasons you gave 
for not returning on board the 
Vulture by water, in the same 
way that you came, led me to 
believe that you did not mean to 
be candid: I made you that ob- 
servation at the time. Do you 
recollect, in the course of the ex- 
amination, that Mr. Smith was 
asked how he could reconcile Mr. 
Anderson’s coming on shore in 
the room of Robinson, from the 
Vulture, to treat of matters rela- 
tive to Robinson’s estate; if you 
do, what was Mr. Smith’s an- 
swer ? I recollect the Question 
except that part which relates 
to Ihe estate: I don’t recollect 
the answer. 

Rriqadier General Knox.^"^ 
Was present at Robinson’s house 
the morning of the 26th of Sep- 
tember, last, with his Excel- 
lency, when Mr. Smith was 
brought in. Mr. Smith made 
great protestations of his attach- 
ment to the liberties of America, 
that what he had done he con- 
ceived to be for the public good, 
that he should, in a candid man- 
ner, relate every circumstance 
that he was master of. fHere 
the witness described the scene.) 

Mr. Smith. When his Excel- 
lency informed Mr. Smith that 


Major Andre, adjutant general 
of the British army, was taken, 
did Mr. Smith sav that he knew 
such a person? Mr. Smith an- 
swered that he did not. Did he 
discover any marks of surprise, 
when he was informed that John 
Anderson, whom he brought on 
shore from the Vulture, was ad- 
jutant general of the British 
army? I did not discover any 
marks or change in his features 
or complexion. Do you recol- 
lect, in the course of the exami- 
nation, that Mr. Smith was asked 
how he could reconcile Mr. An- 
derson’s coming on shore in the 
room of Robinson, from the Vul- 
ture, to treat of matters relative 
to Robinson’s estate; if you do, 
what was Mr. Smith’s answer? 
I do not, for I conceived that 
Mr. Smith thought the intention 
of Robinson coming on shore 
was to give intelligence as well 
as Anderson. Did Mr. Smith 
say that he gave Mr. Anderson a 
coat of his own to change his 
dress, at the instance of General 
Arnold? I do not recollect, that 
it was at the instance of Gen- 
eral Arnold, but that it appeared 
a matter of evident propriety to 
conceal him from the country 
people, who, Mr. Smith ob- 
served, ought not to be acquaint- 
ed with these things; by these 
things he meant the mode of ob- 
taining intelligence. Did Mr. 
Smith mention where Mr. An- 
derson was going at the time he 
left him? Mr. Smith conveyed 
the idea to us, that he fully un- 
derstood Mr. Anderson, when he 
left him, was going to New 
York, for which purpose he had 
General Arnold’s pass. Did Mr. 
Smith mention any' information 


See ante, p. 415, 
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that General Arnold had re- 
ceived from this Mr. Anderson, 
or that General Arnold told him 
that he had received from him? 
Not a word. He said the con- 
versation was totally unknown 
to him. I don't remember that 
the question was asked him, 
whether General Arnold had in- 
formed him of the intelli^^enee 
he had received. Was this con- 
fession from Mr. Smith easily 


went off to the enemy, iind tlie 
time Mr. Smith was taken npf 
General Arnold went off to the 
enemy about ten oVlock in the 
morninpr of Monday, the 25th of 
September last, but General 
Washington did not know it un- 
til four oVloek in the afternoon 
of that day. ('oh»nel (loiivioii 
was sent from Ihihiiison’s house 
to Fishkill, where it was under- 
stood Mr. Smith was, abovit ten 


obtained from him, or did he 
discover a backwardness to make 
any? I think easily, as to the 
general matter; the particulars 
of the coat, the carrying the 
breakfast and dinner, the being 
obliged to lodge at Crom pond, 
were drawn from him by ques- 
tions; the answers to these ques- 
tions were readily made. Did 
General Washington, or either 
of the gentlemen who were pres- 
ent at Mr. Smith's examination, 
inform Mr. Smith that they were 
acquainted with his conduct, be- 
fore he had an opportunity of 
giving this relation? Yes. Did 
he appear to be much embar- 
raased ■when his Excellency, or 
one of the gentlemen present, ac- 
quainted him that he ^8* 8®" 
qnainted with his conduct f There 
was an embarrassment, but I 
knew not what cause to attnh- 

ute it. . . 

Did Mr. Smith, previous to 
his entering on his confession, 
make solemn protestations ^ and 
appeals to heaven of his inno- 
cence and ignorance of Genmi 
Arnold’s criminal designs or in- 
tentions? In the conrM of Mr. 
Smith’s examination he mane 
very solemn protestations that 
he believed General Arnold was 
acting for the good of the coun- 
try, or he should not ^8ve m- 

sistedhim. Can you inforo the 

court the time Genwral Arnold 


o’clock that cveuiug. (<> npjire- 
bend Mr. Smith; Colonel Goii- 
vioii returned be Tore, day, and 
Mr. Smith arrived between seven 
and eight. oVloek on Tuesday 
morning under guard. Did you 
see me at Fislikill the Sunday 
]>receding the Tuesday I was 
brought to Kohiii.son's house? I 
saw you there tliat evening at 
General Seott’s house, in eom- 
])uny with Colonel Hawk Hay; 
General Washington was in e<im- 
pany no part of the time 1 was 
with you, though he was in the 
house. Did my behavior tliat 
evening indieatf? n knowledge of 
any transaction that was^ injuri- 
ous to niy country? No you 
related a eireumstanee «if the 
Vulture's being removed by some 
of our artillery firing on her, and 
that General Arnold was at your 
house, and was lfM»king out of 
the window at that time, whieh 
eirenmstance, eonihined with oth- 
ers, was the cause of yoor be- 
ing apprehended afterwards The 
firing it appeared, was .pist at 
dSh^f the 22 nd of Septem^ 
her last, the morning 
the night you were on board trie 

’^’ThTcoCTT. Did Mr. Smith 
mention the nomw of the iier- 
pons who carried him ^H? 
He did not— the /I’^tijm l b 
lieve was not asked him, as it 
ir’ expected that the names 
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would have been found by the 
person superintending the boat- 
men at the ferry, as it was 
known that an order had been 
given by General Arnold to that 
person to supply Mr. Smith with 
a boat at any time he should call 
for it. Was General Washing- 
ton at Fishkill when he heard of 
General Arnold’s going off to the 
enemy? No — ^he was at Robin- 
son’s house, and the matter was 


not generally divulged until the 
evening. 

Colonel Hay. The prisoner 
was at my house. Had a con- 
versation with Smith upon the 
subject of his arrest. The lat- 
ter protested solemnly, that the 
only views he had in going on 
board the" Vulture, and bringing 
Anderson on shore, was to gain 
intelligence of importance and 
serve his country. 


The Judge Advocate here laid before the court certain pa- 
pers which the prisoner admitted he once had in his possession, 
and the case on the part of the prosecution was closed. 


THE EVIDENCE FOR THE PRISONER. 


Jonathan Lawrence. I know 
but little of Mr. Smith’s polit- 
ical conduct while in New York, 
but it appeared to me his gen- 
eral character was in favor of 
the country. At Dobb’s Ferry 
I remember seeing him pass and 
repass as one of the convention 
of the state of New York. The 
convention was then sitting at 
Harlem. I was one who then 
guarded the ferry to examine 
passengers, and on examining 
him he produced his credentials 
of being one of the convention. 
His general character has been 
that of a friend to the country, 
and from several conversations 
I have had with him within this 
twelve months he appeared to 
me to be so. 

Jonathan Holcomb. Mr. Smith 
having desired me to purchase 
him two cattle in New England; 
on my return with the cattle, 
which was on Friday, the 22nd 
September last, about four or 
five o^doek in the afternoon, I 
called upon Mr. Smith at his 
house and told him I had, in the 
droves bade, his beeves coming 


on, and desired him to go into 
the road and see them. He told 
me that I might turn them into 
the pasture, that he would take 
them as I had purchased them, 
and not look at them. I insisted 
that he should go and look at 
them, and that if he was not 
pleased with them I would drive 
them on and receij^t them. Mr. 
Smith declined going with me, 
and gave me for reasons, that 
he had been up the last night 
with a gentleman from New York 
at General Arnold’s desire, to 
endeavor to procure a line of 
communication from New York 
to General Arnold, as we had had 
no news from there for some 
time, and the gentleman was then 
in his house, and Mr. Smith told 
me he expected the next morn- 
ing to go with him to General 
Arnold’s, and from there, if he 
went with him, for he appeared 
not determined to go, to Fishkill 
to his wife. The reason of his 
going to Fishkill was to get the 
keys from his wife, to get money 
to pay me for the beef. 

The Prisoner^ Did I make a 
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secret of having a gentleman 
from New York at my bouse? 
You did not — ^you spoke of it 
frankly to me. 

The Court. Did Mr. Smith 
inform you that General Aruohi 
had had an interview witli this 
gentleman at his house? They 
had an interview there the night 
before, as I understood Mr. 
Smith* 

The Court. Did you \mder- 
stand from Mr. Smith that he 
was present at the interview of 
General Arnold with the gen- 
tleman from New York? I un- 
derstood he was present, and 
that they had been in council to- 
gether to procure a line of in- 
telligence. 

The Prisoner* Did I tell you 
I was present at the interview? 
No — but from what you said I 
conjectured so. 

Colonel Hay (recalled)! The 
Prisoner. Do you remember ask- 
ing me, on the road from Pishkill 
to Robinson’s house, if I had ever 
wrote any treasonable letters to 
New York? I did ask you if 
you had wrote any treasonable 
or any other letters privately to 
New ‘York— you said you Ijad 
not. What was your reason for 
asking me this? Colonel Gouvion 
informing me that there 
persons taken up, that would 
prove you held a traitorous wr- 
respondence with the enemy. Did 
I not, on the road, complain 
much of my being taken in such 
a manner as I was, as I was con- 
scious of no evil design against 
the country? You did complain 
of the manner of your 
tekftTi and earned down, a«n 
said you thought yourself ex- 
ceedingly ill used, aiter all your 
services to the country, and 
thanked God you were fjonsmous 
of having done nothing that 


could deserve such treatment, 
and when you got to headquar- 
ters, said you would be very high 
about your treatment. Could 
you collect from my conduct, 
when first apprehended at Fish- 
kill, any behavior in me, which 
conveyed to you an idea of my 
having done anything of a crim- 
inal nature? 1 did not, for you 
ordered your boy to follow you 
with a horse down to Uohinsem’s, 
for you said you expected to re- 
turn the next morning. Won^ 
you present at a conversation 
which passed between Colonel 
Hamilton and myself at Hobin- 
son’s iiouse, after my examina- 
tion before General W nshinglcm ? 

I was presetit at a coiiversntitm 
between yon and Colonel Ham- 
ilton, but I do not kimw wiielher 
before or after your examination 
before General Washington. 
Don’t von recollect my telling 
Clolonel Hamilton, when pnwsed 
by him to inform of all I knew" 
of Arnold’s designs, tliat 1 had 
already told OeiuTal W nsliing- 
ton all 1 knew? 1 do recollect 
YOU w"a8 pressed by Colonel 
Hamilton to tell all that you 
knew, and von said you had al- 
ready told all that you kncw% but 
I do not recollect you said, to 
General Washington. 

Hamilton, to induce you to tell 
all yon knew, and to bring out 
the’ accomplices, promised to 
make use of his influence to get 
vou a discharge, but said he was 

unauthorized to ® 

.promise, but he did it oHiis own 
Mcord. Do you think, from ihe 
confidential manner in / 

related my transactions with Gen- 
. eral Arnold to you on the road, 
. in order to obtain your oPJ"!®" 
i that if there had been 
; more in the compass of my 

knowledge, as far as my agency 
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in this business extended, I 
should not have informed you of 
it, in order to obtain your ad- 
vice? l«must confess 1 had some 
doubts about me that you had 
not told me the whole affairs, but 
after 1 was permitted to see you 
in Robinson’s house, my begging 
of you for God’s sake, for your 
wife’s sake, and children’s sake, 
to accept of Colonel Hamilton’s 
promise, and divulge the whole 
secret, by your solemn appeals 
to the Almighty that you had 
told all you knew, and knew no 
mefre — I then believed that you 
had told the whole, and if you 
liad known anything else I cer- 
tainly should have got it out of 
you then. Do you recollect my 
telling Governor Clinton, that 
Sir George Rodney had de- 
tached six ships of the line, as 
a reinforcement to Admiral 
Greaves? I do, and also recol- 
lect yonr mentioning it at Dr. 
McKnight’s, the night we supped 
in company with General Knox. 
This circumstance I forgot in my 
former examination. 

The Prisoner, Please to relate 
to the court all you know of my 
political conduct in New York 
before our leaving it, and since, 
to this time, and what offices I 
tilled in the state. Your charac- 
ter at New York stood very high 
as a whig. I have often heard 
you blamed for being too warm, 
and your running yourself into 
many imprudences, by your in- 
temperate zeal. I remember, on 
the 6th of March, 1775, when the 
whigs and tories turned out, that 
you was extremely active on the 
whig side, and was the first per- 
son that introduced the bludg- 
eons to the whigs, to knock the 
tories in the head, when they op- 
posed a measure the whigs want- 
ed to prosecute. Ever since your 


living in the country, you have 
been active in the American 
cause, and 1 had never reason to 
doubt your attachment. 1 al- 
ways found you willing to turn 
out with the militia, and do 
everything in your power to pro- 
mote the public good. You have 
been a member of the sub-com- 
mittee of the county, and mem- 
ber of the provincial convention 
at the time independence was de- 
clared. In July, 1776, two shijis 
and three tenders came up to 
Ha verst raw, and attempted to 
land some men to carry off some 
stores. They came so much on 
a surprise, that the militia could 
not be collected. Only thirteen, 
you being one of the thirteen, 
went down to the landing, and 
notwithstanding the three ten- 
ders kejit a continual firing, the 
thirteen men beat off five or six 
boats, crowded with men, and 
saved the stores. 

Major Kierce. On 21st Sep- 
tember last. General Arnold told 
me, wlien his barge returned 
from the continental village, 
with a barge that he sent for, to 
send it into Haverstraw creek, 
and to let him or Mr. Smith 
know by express by land, that 
the barge w’as sent into Haver- 
straw creek. Wrote a line to 
General Arnold, informing him 
that the barge was sent into the 
creek, and my express met the 
boy from General Arnold to me, 
and gave him ray note, which 
was the reason I did not receive 
General Arnold’s note to me. 
General Arnold informed me the 
barge was for Mr. Smith to go 
down the river, to get some in- 
telligence in favor of America. 

The Prisoner, Did you ever 
®PPly lo me for money for the 
public use, and what station did 
you act in at the time? I ap- 
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plied to you last summer for 
money, being in great want of it 
to forward public despatches to 
and from the eastward, and you 
let me have one thousand dollars, 
and told me you could not let 
me have any more at that time, 
and you should not want it be- 
fore the fall, when you sliould 
want it to purchase some salt. 1 
acted as quartermaster at King's 
Ferry at the time. Mr. Henry, 
who had acted as quartermaster 
at that place, also informed me 
you had let him have money for 
the public use. Did I not always 
discover to you a desire to ad- 
vance the interest of the countiy, 
and promote the general cause 
of America? You did and bore 
w'ith us the character of a warm 
friend to America. 

The Court. Did Mr. Smith 
inform you that he had used the 
boat? No. I did not see Mr. 
Smith afterwards until he was 
coming from Fislikill after he 
was taken up. 

The Prisoner. Did you hear 
Colonel Robinson was on hoard 
the Vulture? It was a common 
report at King’s Ferry that he 
was on board. 

The Court. Do you know 
whether Mr. Smith was employed 
by General Howe and (leneral 
Arnold to get intelligence? Gen- 
eral Arnold informed me, the af- 
ternoon of the night the boat was 
sent into the creek, that Mr. 
Smith had furnished General 
Howe with very good intelli- 
gence, and that he, Mr. Smith, 
was going down the river to pro- 
cure intelligence for him, and 
desired me not to delay the boat 
a minute, but, as soon as it ar- 
rived, to send it into the creek. 

Colonel John Lamh. Was at 
the table at dinner (there was a 
number of other gentlemen pr^- 


eiil) with Gciiend .\nuild at the 
tune loiters were brought in. and 
he said they came by a Ihig from 
C olonel Beverly Hohinsoii; there 
was one he said for him, and an- 
other he .sai<l for (Seiieral Put- 
nam; he opened the one he said 
was for him, just hmked at it, 
and put it up in his pocket. 
Never heard of his receiving any 
more. He did not read the let- 
ter to nuy, he told me tliai Bev- 
erly Kohinson had proposed an 
interview with liim, and asked 
my advice on the subject. 1 a<l- 
vised him, ns lie was then going 
down t(» meet his Kxcelleiiey, to 
show tlie letters from Beverly 
Robinson to him; and told him, 
as the proposal was of a very 
extraordinary nature, 1 eimld 
not conceive what views Bi*verly 
Robinson could have, in propos- 
ing such an interview. If any- 
tliinir he had to coniniiinicate was 
of importance to this country, he 
might do it by letter, hut that it 
was a matter that respected his 
own private concerns, his busi- 
ness would he with the governor 
of the state, not with the gen- 
eral commanding in the depart- 
ment, hut tliat I siqiposed the 
latter was the ease* — that it was 
a matter of ]irivate concern re- 
specting his estate; fnhl him the 
proposal was of such a nature*, 
that it would induce a sus|»icioii 
of an improper correspomleiicc 
between him and Beverly Robin- 
son, if there Avas an interview 
between them. Told him, that 
-as he Avas going down to mee*t 
his Excellency at King’s Ferry, 
I Avould advise him to show the 
letters to his Excellency, and 
take his advice how he should 
act. After he had an interview 
with his Excellency, I T*”! , 
question to him, to know it he 
had shown these letters to the 
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general. He told me that he had, 
and that his Excellency’s opin- 
ion respecting the matter exact- 
ly coincided with my own. I af- 
terwards asked his Excellency if 
he had shown him these letters, 
and he said that he had. 

The Court. Did General Ar- 
nold mention to you the purpose 
of the interview? He did not. 

The Prisoner. Did he .not af- 
terwards show you another letter 
from Robinson, in which Robin- 
son promised to communicate to 
him intelligence of the utmost 
importance to America, if he 
might be restored to the repos- 
session of his estate? He did not, 
nor ever mentioned any such cir- 
cumstance of such a proposal to 
me. Was that all the conversa- 
tion, that you have mentioned, 
that passed between you respect- 


ing the letters Arnold had re- 
ceived? It was. Did you know 
whether flags frequently passed 
between Arnold and the ship 
Vulture? I never heard of a flag 
passing between him and the 
ship Vulture, until Arnold was 
gone off to the enemy. Were 
you stationed at the garrison at 
West Point, at the time Arnold 
told you of the interview pro- 
posed by Robinson? I was. 

Major General Howe and sev- 
eral other American officers were 
examined by the prisoner, and 
testified that he had been in the 
habit of furnishing intelligence 
to the Americans of the enemy; 
and that he always appeared to 
be a strong friend of liberty, al- 
though he was at one time re- 
garded with suspicion on ac- 
count of his family. 


THE ARGUMENT AND VERDICT. 

The Prisoner requested time to prepare his defense, and 
several days were allowed him for that purpose.” When the 
court assembled again, he read a long defense, which occupied 
a quire of paper. He again denied the jurisdiction of the 
court, contending that the resolve of Congress, on which the 
charge against him was founded, could not abolish a funda- 
mental principle established in any of the civil constitutions 
of the states in the union; that the exercise of the power, 
vested by this resolve, deprived the subject of the right of 
trial by jury, the great bulwark of individual freedom. He 
then urged that General Arnold was actually a major gen- 
eral in the American service, at the very time he was engaged 
in the combination specified in the charge, and that he could 


**Without any one as my counsel,” says Smith, in his narrative, 
was compelled to enter on my defense, which I did with the 
more cheerfulness, from the candid and impartial manner in which 
the trial was conducted by the judge advocate, and the court-mar- 
tial in general, but more particularly the president. Colonel Henry 
Jackson, of the town of Boston, in the Massachusetts' state.” 
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not have had any agency, without the sanction and direction 
of Arnold; and the evidence clearly siiowed that the whole 
proceedings of the prisoner were in obedience to the instruc- 
tions of Gleneral Arnold. He also insisted, that the charge 
against him was in effect a charge of treason against the 
United States, requiring the strongest proof, and the testi- 
mony of two witnesses to each overt act. He tlion entered 
into a careful examination of the testimony in the case, and 
concluded with a solemn asseveration, that what he had de- 
clared to General Washington was strictly true; that he had 
no knowledge whatever of Arnold's real plans, but had acted 
throughout in good faith. 

The Court adjourned, and after holding one session for 
consideration, pronounced the following sentence: 


The evidence produced on the trial and the prisoner's defense 
beine fully and maturely considered by the court, they are of opin- 
ion, that notwithstanding it appears to them, that tlie said Joshua 
H. Smith did aid and assist Benedict Arnold, late general 

in' our sendee, who had entered into a conibirmtion with the enemy 
for the purposes which the charge mentions, yet they iire^ of opin- 
ion, that the evidence is not sufficient to convict the w«d .Tcwli m li. 
«lTnith of his beins privy to, or hovinjr a kiiowledjre oi 
Benedict Arnolds' criminkl, traitorous and base 
therefore, of opinion, that the said Joshua II. Sn.illi is no kmii.v 
of the charge exhibited against him, and do acquit him of il. 



THE TRIAL OF REVEREND GEORGE W. CARA- 
WAN FOR THE MURDER OF CLEMENT H. 
LASSITER, WASHINGTON, NORTH 
CAROLINA, 1858. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

A Baptist preacher in North Carolina who had quarreled 
with a neighbor, a school teacher, followed him into the woods 
one day, shot him, and then buried his body in a secluded spot. 
The corpse was accidentally discovered, and fearing that he 
would be accused, the parson fled the state. But he returned 
in a few months, was arrested and charged with the crime. 
When the jury came into court with a verdict of guilty he 
drew a pistol ; shot the prosecuting attorney and then killed 
himself. 

THE TRIAL." 

In the Superior Court of Beaufort County {Washington), 
North Carolina, November, 1853. 

Hox. John L. Bailey,* Judge. 

November 23. 

The prisoner having been previously indicted by the Grand 
Jury for the murder of Clement H. Lassiter was arraigned 
today and pleaded not guilty. 

" Bibliography. * "Trial of the Rev. Qeo. W. Carawan, Baptist 
preacher, for the murder of Clement H. Lassiter, Schoolmaster. 
Before the Sixperior Court of Law of Beaufort County, North 
Carolina. Fall Term, 1853. With Seven Engraxdngs. New York. 
Printed for the Proprietor, 1854.” 

The pamphlet opens with a sketch of the "life and character” 
of Carawan, who was bom in Hyde County, North Carolina, in 
1800. He was an unusually bright boy and early became a clever 
speaker and debater. Before he became of age his mother removed 
with the family to Malamnsket Lake, where he assisted her on a 
small farm and where he married Elizabeth Carrow. In 1822 be 
removed to Ooose Creek, Beaufort County, where ^ engaged in 
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flWe S. Stevenson. State Solicitor. E. J. Warm,,- and 
D. M. Carter* for the State. 

James W. Bryan, WUUam B. Rodman,- F. B. Satter^ 
thwaite,^ and B. S. DonnelV for the prisoner. 


farming. In 1827 he joined the Baptist Church and soon after 
was ordained a minister, he having assured the elders that the 
Savior had appeared to him at his bedside surrounded by a halo 
of glory, and extending to him a scroll, told him to go and preach 
the gospel. He had charge of several churclies for twenty years 
and was most successful in his ministry. In 1839 his wife died nnd 
in three weeks he married Mary Bell. He earned on farming 
along with his preaching and was successful in accumulating a 
good deal of property. He was hospitable and jmpular. But he 
was a degenerate, nevertheless. He was generally suspected of 
having murdered his first wife; he seduced a young woman, Polly 
Richards, for which he was dismissed from llie church, but after- 
wards on promising amendment, reinstated. The child of this 
woman he took into his home, but when it was three years old he 
strangled it, and buried the body before the neighbors could ex- 
amine it. And of several other crimes he was sus|)ected. Then 
came the crime of which he was convicted. 

* Bailey, John Lancaster. (1795-1877.) Born North (\ro- 
lina; educated University of North Carolina. Studied law with 
Gov. Iredell, and was admitted to the bar before 1821. Hepre- 
sented Pasquotank County in the House of ('’ommons (N. C.), 
1824, and was elected to the Senate in 1827, 1828, and 1832. Del- 
egate to the State convention, 1835. Judge of the Superior Court, 
1837-1863. Taught law in Elizabeth City, Hillsboro, and on his 
farm in Buncombe County, and conduefed fi law school at Ashe- 
ville from 1865 until his death. See Biog. Hist, of N. C.; Wheeler, 
Hist, sketches of N. C., 1851; Wheeler, Reminis, of N. C., 1884; 
Arthur, Hist, of West. N. C., 1914. 

•Warren, Edward Jenner. (1824-1876.) Born Vermont; went 
to North Carolina as a teacher, locating in Washington, where 
he studied law. State senator, 1862, 1864, 1871, and during his last 
term speaker. Appointed one of the judges of ^le Supmor C ourt 
by Gov. Worth. In politics a strong Whig. 
mick, Personnel of Conv. of 1861. (James Spnint Hist. Mon. No. 

. 1); Wheeler, Reminiscences of N. C. ^ xr n 

•Carter, David Miller. Born .Hyde Countv. N. C. , 

Univewity of North Carolina. Praetiwd law in " 

B. J. Warren in town of Waahinpton. /, 
opposed secession, but at the outbreak pines 

company for the 4th N. C. wgiment. bounded at P.n«. 

and disabled for field duty, was made one of ‘Jt 

miKtary court of Longstreet’s corps, with rank ^ 

tinuing in this position until ch^n i -..f,irned to 

in the House of Commons in 1864. After the war he returned to 
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The following jurors were selected : Joshua Bowe, 'William 
J. Adams, Jesse Spear, David B. Brooks, Christopher Bright, 
George S. Brown, Benjamin Patrick, Nathan Gtedley, John G. 
Jones, George B. Discon, William B. Tripp, Benjamin Bob* 
inson. 

UR. STEVENSON' OPENINa. 

Jfr. Stevenson. Gentiemen of the Jury : In a case of this im> 
portance, it is necessary that you diould understand distinctly 
the issues which you are called upon to try, and it becomes 
my duty, gentlemen, to present those issues. This is a sol* 
emn duty. The Court, the bar, and all present, are im* 
pressed with its solemnity. You have been selected, gentle- 

law practice and farming at Washington; later removing to Ral- 
eigh. Died in 1877. See, Wheeler, Reminiscences of N. C. 

sRoduan WhiLIau BinuNT. (1817*1803.) Bom Washington, 
N. C., of ^stinguished ancestiy. Chraduated University of North 
Carolina, 1836. Studied law under Judge WiUiam Gaston of New 
Bern and began practice in Washington. In 1854, widi B. F. 
Moore and Asa Biggs, was appointed by the legislature to revise 
the North Carolina code. The alterations necessary to adapt the 
New York code of civil procedure to the judicial code of North 
Carolina were mainly the work of Judge Blount. The acts on 
criminal procedure, Gaining lowlands, landlord and tenant, and 
marriage, stand on the statute books substantially as he drew 
them, and other laws prepared by him form part of the present 
code. Breckenridge elector in 1860; elector for the state at large 
on electoral ticket of Jefferson Davis for President of the Con- 
federate States. Raised a company of heavy artillery when North 
Carolina seceded; later was brigade-quartermaster to Branch’s 
brigade, with rank of major; in 1863 appointed judge of a military 
court attached to the army of Northern Virpnia. Associate-justice 
of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, 1868-1878. Represented 
Beaufort Connfy in convention of 1868. Considered the leading 
la^er of his time in the eastern section of North Carolina. See, 
Bio{^ Hist, of N. C.; "'feeler, R^iniscencra of N. C. _ 

• Saotehth WAim, Fenner Brtan. (1813-1875.) Represent^ 
Beaufort County in House of Commons (N. C.), 1836. Prudential 
elector on tbe Pierce tiekbt, member of the Conventions of 1861 
and 1865, and of the Council of State during Vance’s administra- 
tion. See, J. 6. McCormick. Personnel of the Conv. of 1861 
(James Sprant ^st. Mon. No. 1). 

^Donnblii, Rtchard S. Bom Newbem, North Carolina. Rep- 
resentative in Congress, 1847-1849. Author of "A Letter on the 
RebdHon,” 1863. 




REVEREND OEORQE W. CARAWAN 617 


men of the jury, both on the part of the prisoner and the 
State, for the qualifications u^hich you are presumed to poa- 
SAMI for the trial of this important issue. No man is per* 
mitted, by our laws, to sit in judgment on the life or death 
of his fellow tnnn nnless he shall be a freeholder. He must 
have an interest in the soil — he must have at heart the best 
interests of the State and the welfare of society. The law 


presumes that they are men of intelligence, indifferent men, 
who, though they feel themselves under the strongest obli- 
gations to society, will yet respect the rights of the ac- 
cused. You have been selected because you are indiffer- 
ent, this inquiry has been made of each of you, where 
it was thought necessary. If you have not been thus inter- 
rogated, the presumption is that you are indifferent^ It is 
supposed that so far as the interests of justice in this case 
are concerned, your minds are as blank sheets of paper, upon 
which no impression has as yet been made either for or 
against the prisoner. But, gentlemen, if this be not ^if 
you should be under a bias in one direction or the other- 
if you diould not, under the solemn oaths which you have 
taken, be indifferent, and unimpressed, then you will do a 
wrong to the State, to the prisoner, and to * 

The prisoner is charged with the highest crime kn^to 
the lav^the crime of murder. He stands charged with 

L Lrder of aement H. L«iter. I *.11 
you in the inquiry which you ore eiOlea upon to 
prewtototion of »toh f*to « the 

expect to chow that on Monday, ^ i„ ft, 

in the county of Hyde, Clement ^ , Vpalth was mur- 
prime of life and in the enjoyment of ^ 
dered under circumstances joaded with 

■ expect to show that he was s o w not by one 

leaden bullets, in the back; t^ « hidden foe, who aimed 
inntonIycont.*. f;to. toto^^ ^‘_J;;;;™^ , 

the fatal blow behind, and und ^ 

diaboUcal, thus depriving „Uef could be af- 

deed Wtoi pentotrated in a pl^ heur, no help 

forded— where no eye could see, no ear 
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could come — ^where the -victim had no opportunity to make 
an outcry, and no time to call upon his fellow men, nor on his 
God. That the wound was given by a deadly aim, producing 
instantaneous death. That all this was done in a peaceable 
community, in the open daytime, and on a public highway. 

Had you been just informed, for the first time, gentlemen 
of the juiy, of the perpetration of this deed, your first con- 
clusion would be that such an act was not done in presence 
of a witness, but rather in the solitude, where no human -vis- 
ion and not the eye of Gk)d, if possible, could reach him. 
Crimes like this are always sought to be committed in secret. 
So in the ease you have now been sworn to try, the nature of 
the crime, and the time and place and manner of its commis- 
sion, forbid the possibility of fixing guilt upon the prisoner 
at the bar by the positive -testimony of eyewitnesses to the 
deed. But, fortunately for us, the all-wise Disposer of events 
in his -wisdom and his mercy has providentially provided that 
a brother’s blood shall cry to the murderer from the ground. 
He has placed a monitor -within our breasts that, like the blood 
of a murdered Abel, will continually cry out to us and betray 
our guilt, however hidden are our steps, however secret our 
machinations. This case is of that sort. Providence has af- 
forded us the means by a train of circumstances singularly 
remarkable to fix upon the perpetrator of the deed. Some 
persons are prone to speak of circumstantial testimony as weak 
and insuflScient. Deeper -wisdom and reflection have taught a 
wiser lesson. Some of the wisest and best of reasoners and of 
thinkers — ^men skilled and learned in the law of evidence — 
have told us that a jury may rest upon a well-connected link 
of circumstantial testimony, -with more certainty and safety 
than upon indifferent testimony of a positive character. A 
witness may be biased in his judgment, may be misled, may 
be corrupt, but a well connecjbed train of circumstances, de- 
pending on the concurring testimony of many -witnesses, can- 
not lie. 

We expect to prove, gentlemen of the jury, that Lassiter 
was killed, and that he was shot while passing along a public 
turnpike road, in the county of Hyde. And that you 
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better understand the case, we shall iuti'oduce an accurate 
survey of the roads and the surrounding localities. We shall 
be able to show you that previous to the perpetration of the 
crime the prisoner at the bar had a motive — that he was 
♦uttilring about its commission. No man leaps headlong into 
crime at one bound. He approaches it by degrees ; he nurses 
his revengeful feelings; he thinks about it until he eormpta 
his own heart and then he acts. We are prepared to show 


you that previous to the death of Las-siter. the prisoner at the 
bar had been talking about it, that he had made threats and 
that the deceased entertained fears that he should fall a vic- 
tim to these threats. We shall show yon that on Sunday, the 
14th day of November, the deceased stayed all night at the 
house of one Dorset Mason, with whom he had been boanling. 
That he spoke of his intentions to go on the ne.xt day. up the 
turnpike road to Mattamuskeet Lake, to get a school, aial ex- 
pressed his fears of the prisoner, and spoke of g*‘tting some 
one to go with him. Then he left Mswon’s the next morning 
with his carpet bag and went to the house of Thomas lirnlg- 
man, a neighbor to Carawan. where he dined. After dinmT 
he took his carpet bag and started on up the road, passing 
Oarawan’s house about 2 o’clock. Carawan 
and just before Lassiter appeared went into the ^ . 
was a short distance only from the ^ad and 
had an unobstructed view of any and a " 
ing. Lassiter stopped at Thaddens Brown h.w^ 
ing near the road, and talked wit i ^me 

further and stopped at the gate o « 

twelve or fifteen minutes. 

passed on from there, alor^ “ prove that T^assiter 

was seen no more alive. That ( 'ara- 

was killed upon this ^p.r the deceased had 

wan was in his house a short time and 

passed; that he then „„d was shortly 

pasture to the woods on the bac • ^„flb 1 e-barrellcd 
followed by his wife to the same ;;;J;;,,„rncd shortly 
gun concealed under her ®P™"- disappeared in the 

to the house without the guu. 
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woods, and is supposed to have hastened through the woods 
to a place beside the road where the murder was committed. 
Not ar great while after Lassiter had gone on upon the road, 
Thomas Gibbs heard a gun fired in that direction at quite a 
distance. Carawan returned to his house at simdown, with- 
out his gun. The place was an appropriate one for the per- 
petration of such a crime, and one likely to be selected. In 
a few days the non-amval of Lassiter at his appointment on 
the lake began to awaken attention. It was ascertained that 
he had gone that way on Monday. Suspicion began to be ex- 
cited. His friends became alarmed. It was noised abroad 
that he had been murdered. Inquiries were set on foot in all 
directions and on Friday a general search was commenced on 
both sides of the turnpike road. It will be (diown that while 
the inquiries were going on, the prisoner manifested great 
interest in the result of them and made efforts to divert these 
inquiries into a different channel, suggesting to one of his 
friends the probability that Lassiter had run away, and be- 
fore this friend had heard that deceased was missing. 

In one part of this transaction especially does the finger of 
providence seem evident. Lassiter’s dead body had been car- 
ried off a long distance from the road, into a dense and almost 
impenetrable thicket, and there, beneath the mossy turf of a 
low bottom, so carefully, so wisely concealed, that it seemed 
impossible that any human search could ever discover its hid- 
ing place. The finger of an all-seeing and a divine providence 
alone pointed out the spot. Two men on Saturday afternoon, 
after a long and tedious search which they were about to 
abandon as hopeless, were led to this place; but how, no one 
can tell. No motmd of newly upturned earth was there, no 
footprints to mark the spot, and the moss that carpeted the 
sunken place was smooth and level all alike. A few lumps of 
dirt, less than a handful in all, and a decaying limb of laurel 
that had been overturned, told the tale. There, these men 
found the body. Riddled with riiot and bullets, and mangled ; 
there it was, crammed into a hole upon its face, the elbows 
sticking up, and trampled upon and covered over with turf. 
The rest of the neighbors on the search were called in to the 





place of burial, and the body vras identified. It was that of 
the murdered Lassiter. You will ask yourselves tlie ques- 
tion, gentlemen of the jury : Did any one of all this crowd, or 
of all that region act like the guilty mant That inward mon- 
itor that not only warns us against the commission of crime, 
but betrays Us when its warning voice is disregarded, caused 
the prisoner at the bar to proclaim by his conduct that he 
was the guilty man. Though he took no part in the Hcarcli, 
yet he betrayed his interest during its progress, inquiring 
where and how far it had been made, and where next they 


proposed to look. And as soon as it «vas announced to him 
that the body was discovered he pn*pares a budget of clotinw 
«Tid flies ; declaring as he goes, to his nephew and his servant, 
“Boys, I must go away or 1 sliall be hung.” And more than 
this, he knew that there was one whose evidence could con- 
vict him of the crime. That evidence he seeks to stifle with 


a bribe. He tells this witness, his own nephew, that if he will 
tell the people he was home all day on Monday he would give 
him the best negro that he had. Are circumstanci's such as 
these consistent with the prisoner’s innocence? If not al- 
though the duty be a painful one, you will be bound to find 
him guilty of the charge with w'hich he stands accused. Ijut 
there are other circumstances which point conclusively to his 
guilt. He returned to his home by stealth, at night, and sur- 
rendered himself to the officere of the law, only w cn i >8 
covered that it was useless longer to hold out. V! j 

after his arrest, and during his imprisonment, ^ 

uneasy about the witness whom he bad 

a bri^. and making further efforts to hire him to leave, and 

in default of this, to employ ot^^rs to get 

hook or by crook.” The State is frank to ^ 

ft. iurr, that in fti. T* Z elra.n»to. 

verdict »f gniliy epunel Uta, thi. 

tua twtimw. It Mm. mart go nnpun- 

erimind mn«t go nnpnniArf, beyond 

iobed wliieli wao perpetrated in • . ^ ^ ^ 

a donbt that theae eirenn»t«.e« Von 

oner he innocent ol the charge alleged «panat inm. 
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not be troubled with the degree of the crime, for it will not 
be denied that if the prisoner is guilty at all, he is guilty of 
murder. One single issue will be presented for your inquiry 
and your duty, though a painful' one, is nevertheless a plain 
one; if these circumstances point to the prisoner beyond a 
doubt as the murderer of Clement H. Lassiter, then you will 
find him guilty ; otherwise you will find him not guilty. 

THE EVIDENCE FOR THE STATE. 


Dr. Bryan H. Griffin. Am a 
practicing physician of Hyde 
County. Knew Clement H. Las- 
siter. On 21st Nov. last saw a 
portion of his body in a hole in 
a swamp, cut out just the size 
of tlie body below tlie surface of 
the eartli; it presented an awful 
appearance, was pressed down 
into the hole very tight. The 
body was taken up and carried 
to the main road, where it was 
stripped. Recognized the fea- 
tures before it was taken out. 
Dr. Long and myself examined 
the wounds. He was shot on 
the right side, below the shoul- 
der blade; tliere Avere 18 or 20 
shot holes. A few shot pene- 
trated the right arm; the shot 
were mixed — small, large and 
buck shot. One hole in the body 
appeared to have been made by 
a ball, or by several shot 
wrapped up together. Two shots 
penetrated the heart, and must 
have caused instant death; sev- 
eral passed through the liver, and 
the lungs were badly shot On 
the opposite side of the body was 
a wound which had the appear- 
ance of having been made by 
some blunt instrument. From 
my recollections of the appear- 
ance of the wounds, unconnected 
with any knowledge of the time 
Lassiter had been missed, should 
suppose the wounds had not been 


made quite so long as the Mon- 
day previous, seven days. The 
body was firm, and the wounds 
recent; they had been given sev- 
eral days without doubt, but I 
can not say how long. When 
I he body was taken up, there 
was a large concourse of people 
and great anxiety to see it. 

Cross-examined. Saw body 
on Sunday aflernoon, 21 si No- 
vember, after 12; deceased had 
on dark colored cloth clothes, 
and I think a coat; his pockets 
were examined, and a key and 
silver sixjicnce or shilling found. 
Only four shots were found and 
extracted; there w’ere eighteen 
or twenty shot holes and of dif- 
ferent sizes; one you could put 
your thumb in; others were 
small; there were three sizes of 
shots, besides the ball. At the 
time of the examination, my at- 
tention was not directed to the 
length of time death might have 
been inferred from the appear- 
ance of the wounds and condi- 
tion of the body; from present 
recollection, should say some 
four or five days. The body was 
not much decomposed. 

To Mr. Stevenson. Some 
bodies decomposed more rapidly 
than others; a healthy body will 
last longer and loss of blood will 
tend to the preservation of the 
body. No physician could ar- 
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rive at any definite conclusion 
as to the period of the death 
from the appearance of wounds. 

Jesse Bridgman. Live on Rose 
Bay ill Hyde County; knew 
Clement H. Lassiter; joined in 
the search for him the Saturday 
after he was missed. Had 
searched with Jesse Mason for 
some lime to no purpose, and 
finally turned to |ro out to the 
road when we came to a low 
open })lace, where the earth had 
been burned out, now grown 
over with a thick moss and sur- 
rounded by a small growth, with 
a few scattered pines ; it was dis- 
tant from the road about half a 
mile or less, and the growth be- 
tween it and the road was small. 
Here we found the body of Las- 
siter, buried in a hole below the 
turf. The first thing attracted 
my attention was a few small 
lumps of dirt whicli looked as if 
they had been cut with some 
sharp instrument and thrown 
out; began to grabble in the 
earth and soon got liold of the 
lapel of the coat; then saw the 
two elbows sticking up ; then 
found the body on the face in 
the ground. 

After we had found it some of 
the other searchers went back 
and remained by the grave all 
night without interfering further 
with the body. The Coroner was 
sent for, and when he came the 
next day he had it taken up; 
about the middle of the after- 
noon of Saturday the body was 
found. It was buried face fore- 
most and pressed down into a 
hole much the shape and size of 
the body; covered over with a 
turf moss with but little dirt 
under the moss, and just enough 
of both to hide the body. It had 
been dry weather, and the place 
was at that time dry. At wet 


times since then, it has been un- 
der water. The body had on a 
thick coat and pants, white shirt 
and drawers, vest, shoes and 
stockings. The coat was stripped 
back from the shoulders and u]) 
his back, and the arms were bent 
back close to the body, with the 
elbows sticking up. The body 
appeared to be pressed down as 
firmly in the hole as it could go. 

Cross-examined. Discovered 
no path holding into the place 
where the body vras buried, and 
no line of broken bushes. It 
was near half a mile from the 
road and hack of the field, which 
is on the road. There was near 
a quarter of a mile of woods be- 
tween the grave and the field. In 
places the growth was very thick. 

The body had not swollen and 
had no bad smell, except the 
smell of blood. Lassiter was a 
man of common height, thick-set, 
tolerably bulky and very fat. 
The body was carried out to the 
road by two men on a rail. The 
head and shoulders were tied to 
one end and the feet to the other. 
We trimmed a path out with 
axes before attempting to go 
along with it. 

To Mr. Stevenson. Saw no 
signs of blood about the grave. 
The weather during the week had 
been good. It had been a dry 
fall. There was a scent of blood 
about the body. The clothes 
were stiffened with blood. We 
worked our way out of the woods 
so as to find the way back again, 
and we could not have hit upon 
the place certainly without it; 
did not examine to learn whether 
the bushes and briers were 
broken or not. 

November 24. 

Dr. Sanford Long. 21st No- 
vember, 1852, was called on by 
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the Coroner to examine the body. 
It was in the hole, but there was 
a general gathering round it, and 
did not particularly examine it 
at the time. The Coroner had it 
disinterred and taken out on the 
tum-pike road, where I exam- 
ined it. Found it pierced by fif- 
teen or twenty shot of various 
sizes, on the right side, a little 
behind, just below the shoulder 
blade. Some entered the dia- 
phragm, several pierced the 
lungs, and the liver was consid- 
erably comrainaied. There was 
one hole much larger than the 
rest, seemingly made by a large 
ball, into which I ran my thumb. 
Several shot had entered the 
stomach and heart. The heart 
had been pierced by two shot, 
one quite a large one and the 
other smaller. 

Here are the identical shot, 
and the only four taken from 
the body. I lalielled them and 
kept them under lock and key. 
They are badly bruised and look 
as if small portions of them had 
been knocked off by striking 
against the bones of the body. 
The body was much cut to pieces, 
and we did not look for others. 
My opinion is that the large shot, 
which passed into the right auri- 
cle of the heart, proved instantly 
mortal. Suppose that the 
wounds had been given from five 
to eight days. Saw the hole out 
of which the body was taken. 
The ground was moist and damp. 
The place was surrounded by a 
thick growth. 

James F. Latham. Am a sur- 
veyor by profession. I surveyed 
the road and various localities in 
Hyde County, from Rose Bay to 
Mattamuskeet Lake. (Here a 
number of plats were produced.) 
The body was found a little over 
a quarter of a mile from the 


turn-pike road, in a direct line 
through the Yankee field and 
woods. Between the field and 
grave there is a small piney 
growth, and very thick under- 
brush, briers, etc. The body was 
found in a place where the 
swamp had formerly been 
burned. Burnt places like this 
become barren and grow over 
with moss. About half way from 
the turn of the road to the lake, 
it is very open, and the range of 
..vision extends a half mile in 
ever^' direction. The grave could 
be reached sooner from the two 
pines than from the turn of the 
road. From the turn to the place 
where the body was found, the 
growth is very thick, while from 
the two pines, the open ground 
extends a half mile in that direc- 
tion. From a point half way be- 
tween the two pines and the turn, 
the same difficulty would be en- 
countered in going to the grave 
as from the turn itself, unless 
the person were to go round the 
edge of the thick places and then 
direct to the grave. Thomas 
Bridgman’s house is on the left 
of ilie road one-eighth of a mile 
towards Rose Bay from Cara- 
wan’s, in full sight. The road is 
all in sight from one to the other. 
The distance from Carawan’s to 
Thomas’ is about a quarter of a 
mile in the same direction. Al- 
bin Swindell’s is less than half a 
mile from Carawan’s, and on 
the same side of the road, in the 
same direction. Dorset Mason 
lives distant from Carawan’s 
about half a mile in a line pass- 
ing from ^ Carawan’s through 
Thomas Bridgman’s. His house 
stands near the road. Oibbs’ 
house is fifty yards from the 
road and a quarter of a mile 
from Carawan’s on the same side 
of the road. Brown’s is about 
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three-eighths of a mile from 
Carawan’s on the opposite side 
of the road towards the lake. 
Jarvis lives on the same side be- 
yond Brown’s, and over half a 
mile from Carawan’s. No one 
lives at the o])en place called 
Yankee field, and there is no 
fence about it. No one lives be- 
tween Jarvis’ and the lake. 

Levi McGowan. Saw Lassi- 
ter’s body taken out. He wore 
dark clothes. The hole that con- 
tained the body was dug as near 
the shape of a man as could be, 
and as shallow as possible. It 
looked as if dug with a spade, 
but roughly. Such a place could 
have been dug with a hoe. It 
was deeper where the head and 
shoulders lay than at the feet 
and as little dirt taken from it as 
possible. 

CroHS’-examined. There were 
branches of thick woods, briers, 
etc., around the place. The 
moss covers only the burnt 
places and does not grow among 
the bushes. Did not search for 
any path. Looked for Lassiter’s 
cap and carpet bag about the 
turn of the road. Saw no sign 
about there of any scuffle, nor of 
blood, and saw no broken bushes. 
I know that Lassiter had a car- 
pet bag, a common sized one, 
which would not carry many 
clothes, but I do not know 
whether he had it the day he was 
supposed to have been killed; 
Lassiter had money at this time, 
don’t know if he owned a watch. 
There was none found on his 
person; don’t know whether any 
money was found. The woo& 
where his body was found are 
not frequented for hunting. They 
hunt on the other side of the 
road. Don’t know that negroes 
hunt there. 

Dorset Mason. live on Rose 


Bay. Clement Lassiter stayed at 
my house the Sunday. night be- 
fore the Saturday on which his 
body .was found. Went off early 
on Monday morning to work and 
left him at the house. When I 
returned at night, Lassiter was 
not there. 

Cross-examined. Lassiter came 
to my house on Saturday even- 
ing and stayed there all day Sun- 
day. He was not up when I 
left; opened his room door and 
saw him in bed asleep. He had 
been boarding at my house and 
was staying there at that time. 
He had a trunk and some cloth- 
ing there, and also a carpet bag. 
He wore on Sunday thick pan- 
taloons and a cloth coat; had the 
same coat on when found. I 
gave him $2.80 on Sunday night 
in silver; if he had more, I did 
not know it. He had no watch, 
and I never saw him with one. 
He boarded at my house near 
two months. He wore a rough 
wool or cotton cloth cap; don’t 
know whether he carried his car- 
pet bag with him when he left 
my house; have never seen it 
since. His father came and got 
his trunk; there was no money 
in it. He spoke on Sunday 
night of going out to the lake 
the next day to teach a school. 
Don’t know that he expected to 
meet any one, and did not hear 
him say he expected to meet 
McGowan. He taught a common 
school and received near $70 for 
the quarter. 

To Mr. Stevenson. He said 
he was going down to the lake. 
He had to pass on the Rose Bay 
turnpike road to get there; heard 
him say he was afraid to travel 
that road; that anybody that 
would try to get his wife to 
swear his life away would take 
his life in any way he could. He 
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said he wotdd tiy to get some 
one to go with him to the lake. 
He called no name that 1 recol- 
lect. This conversation took 
place .on Sunday night. 

Thomas Bridgman, live in 
Rose Bay neighborhood, about 
239 strides to Carawan’s. Saw 
Lassiter on Monday, 15th No- 
vember, last; took dinner with 
us and left about 3 o’clock; saw 
him no more. He went from my 
house to the road, but I do not 
know what direction he took. 

Cross-examined, He had a 
carpet bag in his hand when he 
left me. I saw his body the Sat- 
urday following in a dismal 
grave, made in a piece of burnt 
spongy land, about a quarter to 
half a mile from the main road. 
Went with the neighbors on the 
morning of Saturday to aid in 
making a search for him. Have 
known the place for eighteen or 
twenty years. The woods there 
were once blown down with a 
whirlwind and burnt over with 
fire. After that it grew up very 
thick with pine saplings, gums, 
sumach and brushes and briers. 
The company had to cut a road 
in and out with axes; have 
Beached round the bushes and 
elsewhere from the place where 
Lassiter was supposed to have 
been killed to the place of burial 
for signs of violence and have 
found none. Have known Cara- 
wan since a boy and have lived 
near him since he has had a fam- 
ily. It is half a mile from the 
back part of Carawan’s field to 
the grave and one and a half or 
two miles to the two pines. To 
go from Carawan’s house 
trough there a person would 
have to clear his way, and it 
would take him from a half to 
two-thirds of a day. To leave 
CaiEwan’s field and go round 


back of the grave through the 
open ground to the two pines 
would make the distance a quar- 
ter of a mile further. To do this 
would take a man from one and 
a half to two hours. Carawan 
Ims always been in the habit of 
shooting about his plantation a 
great deal and very much accus- 
tomed to travelling in the woods 
with a gun. 

Re-examined, Lassiter left 
my house about 3 o’clock; was 
restless to get out to my work, 
and on this account noticed the 
clock. I have not been in the 
thicket spoken of for two or 
three years, except when the 
body was found. A man could 
go round back of the thickets 
through the open ground to the 
two pines, walking an ordinary 
business gait, in one and a half 
or two hours. Tt would take a 
man, to go from Carawan’s 
through the thicket to the turn of 
the road, as long as to go to the 
two pines. 

Thomas Gihhs, Live on Rose 
Bay, a quarter of a mile from 
Carawan’s, towards the lake, on 
the same side of the road; saw 
Lassiter the Monday before his 
death at my gate at one and a 
half hour to sunset in the even- 
ing. He had a carpet bag on his 
arm and stopped to talk some 
twelve or fifteen minutes. He 
then shook hands with me and 
went on towards the lake. Next 
time I saw him was at the grave 
in the woods. About three- 
quarters of an hour after he 
pass^ my house I heard a gun 
fire in the direction of the lake. 
Tt seemed to be some distance off, 
and the wind was blowing from 
me in that direction. Was out 
about my lot the whole of that 
evening. Was in a situation to 
see any one passing the road, but 
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saw no one pass after Lassiter 
had passed. A person could go 
along back of my fence next to 
the woods as soon as he could go 
along the road. Tt was once very 
thick, but has been cleared out 
and a road made there. There is 
a way to get from my field to 
the Yankee field through fifty or 
sixty yards of woods. A mai\ 
walking quick could go through 
in very little time. I could do it 
(though old and infirm) in 
twenty minutes. One could go 
from Carawan’s field round the 
fence across Yankee field to the 
turn of the road in an hour or 
hour and a half. 

Cross’^.ramined, Am sixty- 
five years old. Carawan is, I 
suppose, fifty-five or sixty. He 
is much in the habit of shooting 
about his plantation. He is a 
lumber and woodsman. Don’t 
remember hearing him shooting 
blackbirds on Wednesday in the 
rain. On Monday was sowing 
wheat. 

Ira H. Topping. live in 
Hyde County and know the 
woods in question. Have been 
there two or three times hunting. 
Have been from Carawan’s 
through the woods to the road 
leading to the lake; know the 
cow range. Was there last fall 
and this spring. The growth 
from Carawan’s to the road at 
the school house, just back of the 
field, is very^ thick, but back of 
that it is quite open. Now and 
then there is a little thick place, 
and then it is open again. It 
was very thick around the giave. 
A person could not go from Car- 
awan’s to the pines through the 
open ground in less than an 
hour. In some places he could 
run, while in others he would 
have to stop to pick his way. It 
would take an old man a little 


longer. Have been through lUo 
woods back of Carawan’s field 
out to the cow range. There are 
cow. paths all through it. 

Cross-Examined. The cow 
paths in Carawan’s woods bear 
a little away from the direct 
course, towards Swan quarttu*. 
Carawan is about fifty years ohl, 
a stout, strong, athletic man, hut 
rather clumsy. 

Alhin Swindell. Live in Hyde 
County, on Rose Bay. Was in 
the woods in question last IVlay. 
Immediately adjoining the iiehl 
it is thick in places. Lca\'ing 
the fields and taking a path intti 
the cow range, you come to oven 
ground. Beginning at the back 
of Carawan’s field, you go by a 
cow path through the high 
woods a quarter of a mile to 
reach the cow range. Gt-ing 
along back of the high woods 
and hsek of the place where the 
body was found, the grouinl is 
open. A fire passed thr<»ngli 
there spring before last, and the 
young growth is just putting up, 
some knee high, some waist liigli. 
Between the place where the 
body was found and the cow 
range is a wet place. Th<'re are, 
all about there, bunches of 
bushes and open burnt sriots, 
and the body was found in the 
last spot of burnt ground, ''.'ou 
may pass freely from one burnt 
place to another. It would take 
a man in a hurry no longer to go 
from Carawan’s field, back 
through the open ground, to the 
two pines than to go from (\arn- 
wan’s to the two pines by the 
road. It is a little shorter, 
though. Saw Carawan the snm- 
m^ Wore the murder was com- 
mitted and had a conversation 
with him. He told me he and 
Lassiter had had a falling out: 
that Lassiter had treated him 
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very badly; that he (Carawan) 
had had a house moving, and 
after the house was moved, Las- 
siter asked him to walk out with 
him. He said he would not go 
but a few steps with him, and 
Lassiter asked him what was the 
matter. Carawan told him there 
was a great deal the matter — 
that he (Lassiter) had ruined 
his place by making too free 
with his wife. Lassiter got into 
a passion, drew his knife upon 
hiip, made at him, and he (Cara- 
wan) went to the house. Lassi- 
ter followed him. Carawan said 
he then took down his gun and 
ordered Lassiter out of his 
house; told him he should not 
come into the house, and that if 
he did not go, he would make a 
hole through him as big as his 
arm. After Lassiter ^t on the 
road, he had abused him (Cara- 
wan) very much. Told Carawan 
that I had heard of the falling 
out, and had also heard that Las- 
siter was afraid that he would 
kill him; that Lassiter had told 
me of it. Carawan said he need 
not be afraid of that, for, if he 
had wanted to kill him, he could 
have done so when he had him at 
his house and in his power. He 
added he wanted to kill no man, 
but a man might make him kill 
him. 

^ Cross - examined. Carawan 
either said that Lassiter drew his 
knife on him or made a pass at 
him with his knife. (The wit- 
ness was requested to trace with 
a pencil on the map the line 
which he txaveled from Cara- 
wan’s field to the two pines, 
whidi he did.) The distance 
from the corner of Carawan’s 
fence, down the cow path to the 
open ground, is about a quarter. 
l%e path does not bear towards 
Swan quarter. My rdations 


with the prisoner have been un- 
friendly. 

William J. Banks. Saw the 
prisoner on 19th and 20th Sep- 
tember, 1852, at a meeting house. 
He had an appointment to 
preach on those two days. On 
Saturday he went to the meeting 
house and sat down. We tried 
to get him to preach, but he re- 
fused. Said he coidd not. Kept 
his seat until one or two others 
had preached. After preaching, 
he took his hat and went to the 
vessel at Harvey’s Point. ^ Over- 
took him on the road and invited 
him to my house to dinner, but 
he went on. After dinner, went 
down to the vessel with Hodges 
Oallop to see what was the mat- 
ter and why he did not preach at 
his own appointment. He was 
sitting fiat down in the vessel, in 
a comer on deck, with his hat 
over his eyes. There was one 
negro on board. Asked him what 
was the matter. He said he had 
more on him than he could bear 
and wished he was dead. He said 
a man named Lassiter, a teacher, 
had been boarding at his house 
and he thought he had been too 
intimate with his wife; that he 
had driven Lassiter away from 
his house; that Lassiter had 
drawn a ^ife on him, and he 
had driven him off his lands. 
He said Lassiter went off and 
did not say whether he would 
ever come back or not. 

Thomas H. Smith. Saw Cara- 
wan, the prisoner, at the August 
court in Hyde before Lassiter 
was killed. He called on me to 
write a State’s warrant; said he 
had been badly treated by Lassi- 
ter. ^ Said he had had a house 
moving, and that Lassiter had 
stood about all day whittling 
vdth his knife and did not assist 
him. That after dinner Lassiter 
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aaked him to take a walk with 
him. He went wtih him a few 
steps in the back yard. Lassiter 
asked him to go further and be 
refused. That Lassiter then 
asked him what was the matter 
and what he was mad about. 
That he replied : ^^There is 
enough the matter; you’ve ren- 
dered me a miserable man for 
life.” Lassiter asked him how 
so; what had he donef Told 
him he had been too intimate 
with his wife. He said that 
Lassiter then flew into a passion 
and cut at him twice across his 
bowels. That he (Carawan) re- 
treated towards the house and 
Lassiter followed after. Cara- 
wan went into his bed room and 
snatched down his gun from over 
the door. By this time Lassiter 
was against the bed room door, 
which was about midway of the 
house. That he (Carawan) told 
him to leave his house or he 
would blow a load through him. 
Lassiter said he would as soon 
as he could get his umbrella, got 
his umbrella and went out. Then 
Lassiter got into the road, out at 
the gate, and abused him and 
said that if Carawan would walk 
out on the road, he would thrash 
him like a dog. I then wrote 
the warrant for Carawan. He 
said Lassiter had attempted to 
cut him, and he was afraid he 
would take his life. He requested 
a warrant to bind Lassiter to the 
peace. Carawan said he’d go 
out and get a magistrate to sign 
the warrant. He went out and 
brought in Josiah O. Jarvis, a 
Justice of the Peace. Jarvis 
signed the warrant and swore 
Carawan to its contents. Cara- 
wan said: ^TTes, Brother ’Siah, 
that’s Ood’s whole truth; that 
scoundrel and myself can not 
live in the same neighborhood to- 


gether.” Told him not to say 
any more, but to go and have 
the warrant executed. 

Bf/triholomew SwindelU ^ Saw 
the prisoner at Rose Bay in No- 
vember, 1852, a week before Las- 
siter’s body was found. Came 
down to my boat and said that 
he wanted me to do him a favor. 
He said: ''I want you, when 
you go to Washington, to sell 
my two tame bears. I know you 
can sell them. Go all over town 
and get what you can. I’ll make 
a good strong coop and put them 
in.” Then said he to me: 
^‘Tholly, I’m sorry I bought the 
lake lands.” Said T : “Why, Mr. 
Carawan, it is good land.” Said 
he: “So it is, hut if I had not 
bought the lake land, now I 
could sell the land where I live.” 
Said: “I want to move.” “Where 
do you want to move, Mr. Cara- 
wan f” Said he: “To the west 
country. Everybody here is 
against me except you, and I ex- 
pect you are.” Then said he: “I 
want to get out of this Lassiter 
scrape. The infernal son of a 
bitch, he desen'es shooting, and 
shooting (shaking his fist) would 
bee too good for him.” Here the 
conversation ended, and he went 
off and I turned my attention to 
my business in the boat. 

Cross - examined. Prisoner 
and myself were always friendly 
and were friendly during the 
conversation. Have had no fall- 
ing out. I made no reply to him. 

William Tyson. Am a black- 
smith and wheelwright. The 
week before Lassiter’s body was 
found, the risoner was at my 
shop. He told me not to treat 
him like Joe Sawyer did; bum 
his iron. That Joe Sawyer 
treated him vexy meanly. I said 
to him that there were meaner 
men that Joe Sawyer. Prisoner 
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snid yes, lie had seen a meaner 
Cine as he came along this morn- 
ing. Asked him who, and he 
said that man Lassiter. I told 
liim I had never seen him. Said 
lie: ^‘Well, I think it’s likely 
you never will.” 

Mr. Satterthwaite. Do you 
swear to the words spoken or to 
the substance f I think I have 
told it about as he said it in my 
shop. Did not Carawan say, 
‘‘You need never want to see 
liini?” He did not. Did you not 
lell me so in the street yester- 
day? I sort o’ think you’re 
wrong about that. How many 
drinks have you taken today? 
Tan’t tell. Can’t you say how 
many? Well, I can vouch for 
two. (Here the Court remarked 
to witness that this was not a fit 
occasion for merriment.) I might 
have taken two or three more, 
for aught I know. Mr. Tyson, 
don’t you consider yourself drunk 
now? I think not. How many 
drinks have you had this after- 
noon? None since dinner. 

The CoxTRT. Mr. Sheriff, is 
the witness intoxicated? 

The Sheriff. Don’t know him, 
yonr Honor. The Sheriff of 
iiyde is here. 

The Sheriff of Hyde. The 
witness is under the influence of 
liquor, but not so drunk that be 
can not give correct testimony. 

Mr. Stevenson. May it please 
your Honor, T consulted with the 
Rhoriff of Hyde before calling 
the witness on the stand. 

The Court. Tt is evident that 
the witness is drunk. He must 
be imprisoned till tomorrow at 
10 o’clock for contempt of court 
in coming into court intoxicated. 

November 25. 

William Tyson. Am sober 
now. On Friday before the oc- 


currence the prisoner drove up 
to my shop and said he had 
brought me some work and that 
I must not serve him as mean as 
Joe Sawyer did; that Joe Saw- 
yer had burned up his iron. I 
said to him there are meaner men 
than Joe Sawyer. Said he,.^^Yes, 
for I have seen a meaner man 
this morning.” I asked him who. 
He said. Lassiter. T said, have 
never seen him.” Said he : “No, 
and I think it is likelv you never 
will.” 

Mr. Satterthwaite. Did you 
not last April, in John May’s 
store in Hyde County, tell Wil- 
liam Day that Carawan said, “If 
you ever get acquainted with Las- 
siter, you will never know any 
good of him?” Don’t recollect. 
Don’t know William Day. Did 
you not ask William Day on that 
occasion to go out of the store 
with you and there tell him of 
this conversation with Carawan? 
Did not ask him out. Have no 
recollection of it. Were you not 
at John May’s store on the third 
of April last? Have no recol- 
lection of being there that day. 
Did you not say in Washington 
yesterday in presence of Jona- 
than Janus, that the words used 
by Carawan to you were these: 
“If you do not know him, you 
need never wapt to know him?” 
I did not. Did you not say so 
yesterday, in presence of Reuben 
Benson? I did not. Were you 
not sent for to go before the 
grand jury at last Hyde Superior 
Court, and were so drunk that 
you could not go? .1 don’t know 
anything about it. 

George Jarvis. Live at Rose 
Bay, in the opening, about one- 
eighth of a mile from Thomas 
Gibbs’. Know the woods back 
of Carawan’s, Gibbs, the Yankee 
field, and back of the school 
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house. A man can go through 
Carawan’s woods and back of 
the fences to the school house. 
There are cow paths through the 
thick places, and part of the 
way tlie woods are open. It 
would take a man half an hour 
to go through, and I would do 
it ill that time. Cow paths run 
in all directions through the 
woods between Gibbs’ field and 
the Yankee field and between the 
field and school house. A man 
could go from Carawan’s fence 
through the cow range to the 
school house in three-quarters of 
an hour. 

Cross-examined. Could go 
from CaraAvan’s fence, through 
the thick woods, to the school 
house with little difficulty in half 
an hour. The distance is over 
half a mile. 

Thaddeus Brovm. Live in 
Rose Bay, about three-eighths of 
a mile from Carawan’s towards 
the lake. On Monday, 15th No- 
vember, was in my field, plough- 
ing and sowing wheat. Saw Las- 
siter on the road at about three 
o’clock in the afternoon. He 
stopped five or ten minutes and 
then went on towards the lake. 
After he passed, I saw him at 
Thomas Gibbs’ gap, two hundred 
yards towards the lake from 
where I was at work. He stopped 
with Thomas Gibbs a few min- 
utes. Saw no more of him that 
week. 

Cross-examined. Lassiter was 
dressed in broadcloth clothes and 
had his traveling bag on his arm. 

Carawan Sawyer. Lived with 
the prisoner last year. Was 
bound to the old man. Am now 
21. The Monday Lassiter is 
supposed to have been killed, 
saw him at about 2 o’clock of 
that day pass old man Cara- 
wan’s house. Next saw the old 


man going towards the woods 
and his wife was following be- 
hind him with a gun. She went 
as far as the woods and returned 
back with nothing to the house. 
When the old man came back, it 
was about sundown. That night, 
after supper, he sent me and a 
little yellow free boy that was 
living with him down to Elijah 
Bell’s. When I returned, he was 
gone. Next morning old man 
stayed at home and gathered 
corn all that day. Wednesday 
morning saw him going towards 
the woods with a hoe. About 11 
he returned. On Saturday he 
sent me to Graham Moore’s, to 
tell Moore to come and see him. 
He seemed uneasy and restless 
all that day and the day before. 
After I got back from Moore’s 
on Saturday, the old man was 
white as he could be and said: 
^‘Boys, they have found Lassiter, 
and I have got to go away or 
else I shall be hung.” He shook 
hands with me and said he 
wanted me to help his folks 
gather corn. And if he sent for 
his wife and children, he wanted 
me to go with them. I saw him 
no more until the morning he 
was taken in his house. When 
Lassiter passed going towards 
the lake and Carawan and his 
wife came out of the house, his 
wife held the gun up and down 
by her side, partly wra7>ped up 
in her apron. I saw part of it, 
the breech part, and no other 
part, and am certain it was a 
gun. The wife went as far as 
the woods and then came back 
quick. Saturday morning, after 
T had got back from Graham 
Moore’s, he said to me that if I 
would say he was home all day 
on Monday, he would give me 
the best negro fellow he had. 

Cross-examined. Had neither 
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father nor mother when he took 
me to live with him. Don’t know 
what his wife did with the gun. 
She may have handed it to him| 
for aught I know. She came 
back without it. It was then 
about 2 o’clock. Had eaten din- 
ner about an hour. Don’t know 
what sort of clothes he had on. 
Never said that he had on the 
same clothes when he came back. 
I never told Ira H. Topping nor 
Israel Brooks, nor Thomas Bridg- 
man, nor any one else, he 
got back a half hour by 
sun. I did not say in Green 
Bridgman’s store at Swan Quar- 
ter, in presence of Israel 
Brooks, that the old man had no 
gun, and if he got a gun, he must 
have had it hid off in the woods. 
The sun was down when he got 
home, and I did not tell Thomas 
Bridf^an that the prisoner wore 
back on Monday the same clothes 
that he wore off. Do not remem- 
ber to have said yesterday in 
Asa B. Paul’s shop in Washing- 
ton, in presence of Ruel Jordan, 
Carney Armstrong and others, 
that I expected to make more 
money this week than I had ever 
made in my life. Do not recol- 
lect that some one asked me why 
I expected to make so much, to 
which I replied: ^'That’s best 
known to myself.” Since the 
happening of this affair, I have 
be^ living about, and part of 
the time have done no work. 
Have lived at Ira Topping’s a 
while, at Dorset Mason’s, at 
Hamilton Watson’s and also at 
Burrage Hudson’s. Am friendly 
with the prisoner. Have nothing 
against him and never did have. 
Never abused him out of the way 
in my life that I know of. Did 
not abuse him in presence of 
Thomas Bridgman and say that 
he ought to be hung, and that he 


had treated me cruelly. The first 
time I was sworn in this case 
was at George Jarvis’, the Sun- 
day Lassiter was taken up, be- 
fore the Coroner’s inquest. Was 
next sworn before the grand 
jury at the Court House in Swan 
Quarter. Don’t remember ex- 
actly the first time I gave an ac- 
count on oath about the gun, but 
think it was before the grand 
jury. When first sworn by the 
Coroner, was asked if I saw the 
old man with a gun and said no. 
In the grand jury room, I was 
asked by Levi McGowan if I saw 
any one with a gun, and I said: 
"Yes, the old woman.” When 
the old man got back on Mon- 
day, saw no blood nor dirt on 
him and no scratches nor rents 
on his clothes. 

Green Bridgman. During pris- 
oner’s confinement in jail, had a 
conversation with him about 
Carawan Sawyer. He asked me 
if I could not get Sawyer to go 
away, to which I replied no; that 
I was one of his sureties for his 
appearance at court. He then 
asked the amount of the bond, to 
which I replied I did not know. 
He then asked me if I could not 
get him to go away if the bond 
was paid. I told him that I could 
not. This conversation took 
place about two months after 
Carawan’s arrest, and just be- 
fore a guard was put around the 
jail. 

Cross-examined. Could not 
say that Caravan said that Saw- 
yer was living with his (Cara- 
wan’s) enemies. He did not say 
that he wanted to get him away 
from his enemies. 

Thomas Smith. I am Clerk of 
Hyde Superior Court. Have a 
writ made out by the deceased 
against the prisoner. 

Mr. Donnell objected to file 
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introduction of the writ, on the original. The objection was over- 
ground that a transcript was the ruled by the Court and the writ 
proper evidencei and not the permitted to be read to the jury. 

It was a writ in favor of Clement H. Lassiter against George W. 
Carawan in trespass on the case for words spoken to his damage 
$2,000.00 issued November 13th, 1852, with Silvester McGowan 
as surety to the prosecution bond. Said writ was returned executed 
by William J. Bussell, Deputy Sheriff. 


William J. Bussell. Was Dep- 
uty Sheriff for Hyde County. 
On Monday, 15th November, 
1852, I executed this writ on the 
prisoner at his house. Had pro- 
cess in my hands against the pris- 
oner after the body of Lassiter 
had been found, but could not 
find him. I looked for him on 
Monday and Tuesday, 22nd and 
23rd November. Found a long 
double-barreled gun in Carawan’s 
liouse, in his bed room. 1 drew 
the loads and examined them. 
Both barrels were loaded, one of 
them with buck shot. (Here wit- 
ness took from his purse four 
buck shot of three sizes, which 
were put into a tumbler and 
shown to the jury, and compared 
with the shot exhibited by Dr. 
Long, which were taken out of 
Lassiter’s body.) 

Cross’-examined. Stayed at 
the prisoner’s about an hour and 
left about 1 o’clock. The old 
man dined and appeared calm 
and quiet. Found two other 
guns — one a single-barrel and 
the other a musket which had no 
lock. I think the single-barreled 
gun was loaded. I drew the load 
and threw it away. The shot 
produced are what came out of 
one of the barrels of the double- 
barreled gun. They are not all 
that were in that barrel. Might 
have lost some, though the 
charge was not a very heavy one. 

William Dag. ,Live on the 
lake in Hyde County. Saw the 


prisoner at my house Thursday 
of the week that Lassiter was 
missed. Said he to me: ^^Bill, 
what do you think? 1 was sued 
on Monday.” I said, ‘‘Ah! and 
for what cause?” He said Las- 
siter had sued him for the scan- 
dal of his character to the 
amount of $2,000. I said: “If 
they get a judgment against you 
for that amount, it will begin to 
strand you.” He said he didn’t 
think there was any probability 
of it, and if he got judgment, it 
would be but small. He then 
asked me if I had seen Lassiter 
duriqg that week. Told him I 
had not, and he said he had not, 
either, but his folks told him 
they saw him pass towards the 
lake Monday evening with his 
clothes bag on his arm, which 
looked to be full of clothes. Said 
he : “I was thinking perhaps he 
had cut out.” I said he was 
probably down the lake, at Mr. 
Topping’s or Mr. McGowan’s, as 
he was in the habit of visiting 
there. He replied that he was 
thinking he had cut out. 

Cross^xamined. Made a care- 
ful examination in May last of 
the woods back of the fields and 
elsewhere, In company with Al- 
bin Swindell, Ira Topping, Dor- 
set Mason and Bnrrage Hudson. 
We took our time for it. Think 
it will take a man an hour to go 
from Carawan’s fence, the best 
way through to the pines, if he 
has good use of himself. If he 
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had to carry a gun, it would take 
him longer. Would not take a 
man as long to walk from Cara- 
wan’s to the two pines along the 
road as it would to go Ithrough 
the woods and range. I should 
think that Lassiter, by the road, 
might have got to the lake before 
Carawan, through the woods, 
could have got to the two pines. 
In the conversation I told Cara- 
wan that I did not know the 
man. Carawan then told me if I 
ever got acquainted with him, I 
never would know any good of 
him. 

Haughton Simmons. Saw 
prisoner on the Friday night 
after Lassiter was missing and 
again on Saturday. When Car- 
awan asked me if I had been 
searching for that man that was 
missing, told him we had. Asked 
me which way we had searched. 
Told him we had searched down 
each side of the pond road be- 
tween the school house and the 
lake, and that I had traveled 
through from the school house to 
the Yankee Held. Told him we 
had not yet searched back of the 
Yankee field, but calculated to 
do so in the morning. On Fri- 
day night, about dark, went to 
Carawan’s house to go to the lake 
with him, as soon as we got 
out* told him the news we had 
just heard about Lassiter being 
missed. He said it was strange 
to him ; that he had never heard 
anything of the news, and he had 
not seen him since the Saturday 
before at Jim May’s store. He 
talked about the fracas between 
him and Lassiter, both going and 
coming, and spoke of Lassiter 
having bound him over to the 
peace and of his binding Lassi- 
ter. When I told him we had 
searched the pond road, he asked 
me what part of the pond road. 


Cross - examined. Carawan 
asked me what th^ thought had 
become of the man. 1 told him 
the calculation of the people was, 
from the proceedings, that he 
had been destroyed. The old 
man asked me what they thought 
had destroyed him. I told him 
that, from every circumstaihce, I 
thought he would be the man im- 
peached. 

Silvester McGowan. Saw the 
prisoner on Thursday of the 
week Lassiter was missed.^ Saw 
a few scratches on one side of 
his face and asked him if he^ had 
been fighting, remarking in ^ a 
jocular way that I did not do it. 
His left hand was done up in an 
old black rag. Was waked up 
one Saturday night in January, 
and with a posse went to Cara- 
wan’s house and built up fires 
round the house. We stationed a 
guard at every fire out of doors 
and one at a fire in the house. 
We had access to all the rooms, 
and all the doors were easily 
opened but one. That room door 
was locked, and the guard had 
fastened a rope to the knob on 
the outside and tied it to a stake. 
Heard a noise, then confusion in 
the house, and placed a guard at 
the window. Went to the door 
that was fastened. John Alcock 
was holding the knob at the door 
with some one’s fingers in the 
crack between the door and the 
facing, which, T believe, wfere the 
fingers of Carawan’s wife. Pre- 
sented my pin, and others pre- 
sented theirs and cautioned them 
not to shoot each other. Alcock 
cut the rope and opened the 
door and the prisoner came out 
to the hall room, where we were. 
He was arrested and T tied him. 
He counted his money and T un- 
tied him BO that he might put on 
his clothes. We indulged him 
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until he got his breaskfast and 
his wife could get a bed for him, 
and then we carried him to the 
jail at Swan Quarter. 

Cross-examined, When I saw 
the scratches on Carawan’s face, 
I had not heard that Lassiter was 
missing. No resistance was made 
by Carawan, and he had no 
weapon but an old pocket knife. 
He was undressed when we tied 
him. Am not friendly with pris- 
oner, and have not been, for a 
long time. 

Henry 0, Tooley. Saw the 
prisoner, George W. Carawan, 
at my gate on Fortescue’s Creek 
at 11 o’clock on Saturday night, 
20th November. My house is 
about twelve miles distant from 
Carawan’s. Went with him down 
the creek in a canoe about three 
miles and left him at Lupton’s, 
where we arrived about 12 
o’clock at night. He told Lupton 
he wanted him to carry him to 
Durham’s Creek Mills in Beau- 
fort County. He appeared to 
be different from what he had 
always appeared to me before. 
He idn’t seem to have much fo 
talk about. Lupton asked * ’ 
when he wanted to be carried. 
He replied, "Now; right now.” 
Lupton asked him if he could not 
defer it until the morning. Car- 
awan said: "No, I want you to 
carry me now.” I started off 
then and left Lupton getting 
ready to carry him. He followed 
me out of the hous, told me good- 
bye and. said, "I want you to 
keep this a secret for the pres- 
ent.” 

Dempsy Lupton, On the night 
spoken of by last witness, the 
prisoner came to my house at 
midnight. He asked me if I’d 
canry him to Durham’s Creek 
Mills. Asked him when he 
wanted to go. Said he, "Right 


off; now.” Requested him to 
stay until morning, but he 
seemed very unwilling to wait a 
moment. Carried him across to 
Durham’s Creek Mills. He told 
me he was going to William Car- 
awan’s to buy a piece of land. 
While we were crossing the river, 
prisoner appeared like a man 
who was tired or sleepy. He had 
very little to i»y and lay down 
most of the time in the canoe. 

James F, Latham (recalled). 
Had a warrant against Carawan 
twelve months ago, issued by 
Judge Battle, and went in pur- 
suit of the prisoner, but did not 
overtake him. 

Bartholomew Bwindell. Passed 
Carawan ’s house on horseback 
twenty-five minutes after one on 
the Monday that Tjassiler is sup- 
posed to have been killed. He 
had on^ a suit of double-wove 
blue mixed home-spun — both 
coat and pants — and a new hat. 
Passed his house the next day on 
my return ; saw him again. ' He 
then had on brown clothes — a 
sort of monkey coat, which came 
down near his knees, which 
looked very much worn. Raw 
white on the shoulder next to 
me, which looked as if the coat 
was tom and left the shirt ex- 
posed. His pantaloons were of 
the same sort of brown home- 
spun that the coat was made of. 
He had on a^ different hat. It 
looked as if it had been a rac- 
coon bat or a furred hat, very 
much worn. 

Dorset Mason (recalled). Was 
present when Carawan was ar- 
rested. Went to his bouse about 
7 o’clock at night. Went to the 
bed room door and called Cara- 
wan, but no one answered. Then 
called Mrs. Carawan several 
times, but no one answered. A 
little girl went to the door to un- 
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lock it to let us in. Seven of us 
ivent into the house and searched 
and found one room locked. 
Could not find any key to fit that 
door. Fastened that door on the 
outside and concluded to stay all 
night. Between two and three 
o’clock, heard the guard call for 
help in the house. Heard a noise 
and Carawan came out of the 
bed room in his night clothes. 
We stayed with him until after 
day the next morning and then 
carried hini to prison. There 
were about twenty-five persons 
there. Some had muskets and 
shotguns and other weapons. 

F. 8. Roper. Have been Sher- 
iff of Hyde County about three 
years. Had precepts against 
Carawan and could not find him 
in Hyde County. 

Solomon Northon. I found 
these letters on the floor of the 
dungeon occupied by the pris- 
oner in Hyde County. One of 
them was folded up very small 
and inclosed in the larger one. 

Cross-examined. The dungeon 
in Hyde is 16 by 20 feet; has 
no fireplace and no means of 


warming it. It has two air holes 
in the outer wall. They are 
about two feet higher than the 
head of a man and can not be 
looked through from the inside. 
Carawan was confined there on 
the 8th February last. Some 
days, after that it was ver^ cold. 
The prisoner had candles. He 
was confined there until the last 
of the month. After that he was 
put into the next room during 
the day time, where there were 
two windows and fireplace, and 
shut up in the dungeon only at 
night. Persons were permitted 
to go to a line eight or ten feet 
from the jail and talk to him, but 
no nearer. His counsel went to 
see him. 

A. B. Swindell. Know Car- 
awan’s handwriting. Have seen 
him write. I believe these pa- 
pers to be in his handwriting. 

Cross-Examined. Am well ac- 
quainted with Carawan’s hand 
and have frequently seen him 
write. I should believe all and 
every part of this writing to be 
his. 


The papers were read to the jury by ilfr. Warren as follows : 

My Dear Old Friend: Whether you can get a rogue to leave or 
not, deliver me. You understand me. You said you had boys that 
wo^d do thus and thus. Are you going to let them falsely swear me 
out of my life? You can fix it. I do know you can. You see 
Reuben, he will see you are paid, and so will Bro. Jarvis, for I have 
directed both of them about the matter, as I said before. Look upon 
my old gray head and then look on my poor little babies, and my 
affectionate wife. Bro. Jarvis said yesterday from what he knows, 
or words to this effect, that some on Rose Bay, and elsewhere — and 
gave me to understand it was A. B. Swindell — that if it was not for 
the law, they would go upon Mary, and take her life, because she 
paid respect for me. Good Lord ! take all these things in considera- 
tion, and then deliver me for heaven’s sake. If he will not leave, 
have done otherwise; for God’s sake, let it be done before court 
in February. Consult Reuben on the subject. And don’t delay, for 
delays breed dangers. You don’t live in the neighborhood, there- 
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fore you will not be thought of. Oh! deliver me, and nevermore 
will I forget you, in this life, and 1 hope the Lord will not in the 
world to come. Yours.” 

^Tell Reuben not to let a few dollars be lacking, and let my neck 
unjustly be broken. Tell him and Jordan, and both the Johns, Ben- 
son and Stokesberry, to try and get that foolish boy to leave. And 
do you, my friend, go with him and see that he is gone. I then should 
not be so crazy. And Reuben, child, don’t let money and industry 
be lacking in this matter, for heaven’s sake. The only uncle you 
have in this life, and will you suffer me to be hung, before you will 
pay a few hundred dollars? If you try amonst the people there 
can be over $1,000 made up. $500 would hire him to leave, no 
doubt of it. Be careful, for he is at Burrage’s. N. B. I have di- 
rected Mary to pay $500. Make up $1,000 if needed for Ood’s sake, 
when he and Albin are continually drilling him. For they are 
determined to hang me, if possible. My old friend, consult with 
Reuben and Satterthwaite, and one another, and don’t talk only but 
do. For heaven’s sake, my old friend, you fix with Hoyt, if you 
can put trust in him. 1 believe he will do right. Get him to pass me, 
and also to you. Go ahead, and through this channel let me know. 
I never will betray you or him while 1 live; and should 1 be spared 
through you and him, I pray God Almighty to bless you both, in 
time and eternity. Tell Hoyt to make chances to be at the window 
and have him a long stick with a crooked end, and a split in the 
end of it. He can pass all in to me.” 

^^My Dear Old Friend: Do let me know through the channels I 
have prescribed. Also, let my poor wife know what is the prospect 
and she can give me to understand. Tell her to be careful, for they 
are going to have her sworn : and that is one reason why they have 
cut her off from me — ^is for the purpose of setting her against me, 
if they can, and take advantage of her weak mind. Caution her to 
be on her watch, and not to talk to any on the subject, and not to 
suffer them to question her, and if they try, let her answer be this: 
^to let that be done on the trial,’ and stop right there. Don’t forget 
to tell her, if you please. Try to write her a letter in by the lawyers 
at court if you cannot get them in by Hoyt, but you can. Get him 
also to take mine, and I will pay him for you. Tell my wife to 
give him something, but be sure to do the main thing — to put aside 
that evidence by hook or by crook. Were you here and suffering as 
I now do, I would go to death almost to rescue you. You cannot 
begin to think how bad it is; I can’t tell myself. 1 have said enough 
for you to understand me. I subscribe myself a poor sufferer. 

Old Horse in the Stable.” 

# 

Solomon Northon (recalled). 

Mr. Bodman. Did the piiaoner Carawan know that his counsel had 
been denied access to himf Objected to by the State. 

Mr. Bodman. The language of the letters is ambiguous, and to 
ascertain the proper eonstnietion, it is competent to ascertain the 
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situation of the prisoner at the time. A very different construction 
might be given to a paper if the writer was under torture, instead 
of in a situation of comfort. 

The Solicitor. 1 can’i see the relevancy of the question, and am 
anxious to avoid irrelevant matter. 

Mr. Bryan. The situation of a prisoner before trial and after is 
very different. Before trial the prisoner cannot be denied his coun- 
sel or his family. If under this uncommon duress he does an, act, it 
is competent for him to show the circumstances under which he did 
it, to explain the act done. If we could show the facts, certainly the 
weight of this testimony would be greatly affected. 

The Court. The question is asked whether the counsel for the 
prisoner was permitted to visit him. The Court considers it irrele- 
vant, and therefore deems the question incompetent. 

Mr. Bodman. We propose to prove a case of barbarity to the 
prisoner. 

The Solicitor withdrew his objections. 


Solomon Northon. Carawan 
was confined in the dungeon, 
from the 8th to the last day of 
February. He had bed and bed- 
clothing. Had candles, night and 
day, a pound at a time. It was 
too dark to read or write there 
without candles. Tt was plenty 
warm in the dungeon when I 
went in there, but T don't know 
how it was to one confined there. 
The walls were two feet or eigh- 
teen inches thick. The air was 
not fresh, and the apartment 
smelt disagreeable to me. Mr. 

vomited on going in there 

and he was the only one that I 
knew of. 

The prisoner appeared quite 
feeble. His counsel were not at 
first allowed to visit him. They 
were refused on Sunday, but al- 
lowed on Monday after the Col- 
onel arrived, and always after 
that. I cannot say whether Cara- 
wan knew that his counsel were 
refused access to him. Mr. Sat- 
terthwaite did tell him from the 
outside that he could not go in 
that evening. 

Mr. Rodman. Were not peo- 
ple allowed to go there and abuse 
the priaonerf Not by me. Peo- 


])le would stand about the jail 
and would sometimes curse while 
they were there. 

Mr. Stevenson. I think, your 
Honor, that the testimony is tak- 
ing a wide range. 

The Court. T deem all this 
testimony admissible. 

Thomas H. Smith. Have 
heard William Tyson examined. 
Was in Mr. Campbell's store at 
German! on some time in Novem- 
ber and heard Tyson telling his 
story to a company. He was 
speaking of the difficulty between 
Lassiter and Carawan, and about 
the State's warrant. He spoke 
of Carawan's coming to his shop 
the day before to get some iron 
work done. Said he and Mr. 
Carawan were talking about Mr. 
Lassiter, and that he told Cara- 
wan he did not know Lassiter. 
That Carawan then said, that if 
he did not know him, he never 
would know him. He was not 
talking to me, but to the com- 
pany. He said the conversation 
had taken place at* his shop 
the day before. On that same day 
I heard the witness make use of 
the same language at the store 
of Wm. H. Smith, and in pres- 
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race of Smith and others. I no- I have been on the most friendly 
deed no difference in the Ian- terms all our lives. I have de- 
gnage used. nounced him since this transac- 

Cross-examined. Prisoner and tion. 

November 26. 

THE DEFENSE. 

Mr. Rodman. Gentlemen of the Jury: The counsel for 
the prisoner have concluded that it is proper for them, un- 
der the present aspect of this case, to introduce testimony. 
The Solicitor thought proper, in his opening remarks, to 
comment on the weight which ought to he given to circum- 
stantial testimony. I do not propose to follow him in those 
remarks, as comments of this sort will more properly be 
made at a different stage of the case. Whatever may be the 
weight due to circumstantial testimony, the circumstances 
ought to be such as to satisfy your minds, beyond a reason- 
able doubt, of the entire guilt of the prisoner. It must be as 
strong and conclusive as the testimony of one respectable 
witness would be, who swore positively to the fact. If there 
be a case of any sort, depending mainly upon the testimony 
of one witness, and from which, if that testimony be 
removed, there remains nothing hut chaos and dark- 
ness, a jury should require that that testimony should 
be above suspicion, untarnished, and absolutely re- 
liable. In the ordinary affairs of life, you refuse to act upon 
suspicions, and especially upon the testimony of one tainted 
with falsehood. A humane mind would refuse to condemn a 
dog upon testimony that is not reliable. In a case like this, 
where the life of a fellow-being, where the life of a free man 
is at stake, you will require the testimony of this one witness to 
be above suspicion, and entirely worthy of credit. To do other- 
wise, would he to shock common sense. and common humanity. 
This is such a case. The Solicitor properly characterized 
Carawan Sawyer as the principal witness. Whatever may be 
the other circumstances, it is perfectly obvious, that if his 
testimony be stricken out, nothing remains. We have a num- 
ber of witnesses in attendance, but under the particular cir- 
eamstances of the case, we do not consider it necessary to in* 
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trodnce any, except to impeach the mtneases for the State, 
and especially the witness Carawan Sawyer. It is eandid to 
state that we do not expect to show that Carawan Sawyer had 
hitherto acquired in his neighborhood a character bad for 
truth. You know from what yon have heard, that he has not 
arrived at full age — at that age when the law allows him to 
act as his own master, and make his own bargains. He had 
no opportunity to mix in society, and give evidence of his 
credibility. Before you can impeach a witness you must 
prove that he had a general character, a character which was 
generally known. Situated as this witness was, a young man, 
reared upon a farm, spending his time amid the ordinary 
drudgery of agricultural labor, he could not have acquired a 
general character. And if, under such circumstances, we were 
to introduce witnesses of high respectability to prove that he 
had acquired a general character you would be justified in 
regarding their testimony with incredulity. You would con- 
clude that they had spoken what they imagined and wished to 
be the ease, rather than what they knew. It is evident that, 
living the retired life he has, in the solitude of a farm, he 
could not have acquired a general reputation. But if you 
could be satisfied, from the nature and character of his testi- 
mony, that this witness is unworthy of credit, then the course 
which we shall adopt to impeach him will be of a character 
stronger and more satisfactory, than if we should seek merely 
to go into his general character. In the affairs of life, if you 
find a man varying in his account of the same transactions, 
either from defect of memory, or want of honesty, telling dif- 
ferent stories at different times, you decline to act upon his 
testimiony, in any matter of ordinuy importance. We pro- 
pose to show that this witness, in detailing this matter, has 
over and over a^[ain varied his statmnent id important par- 
ticulars. 

If these variations consisted in mere matters of minor im- 
portance, charily would induce ns to attribute them to that 
ordinary defect of memory common to mankind. But when in 
his first account shortly after it occurrred, while the facts were 
fresh in his memoiy, at a period when according to his own 
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statement no bribe had been offered to lure him from the path 
of truth, when there was no motive to speak an untruth, and 
before he was stimidated by the malice of others, we find him 
exculpating the prisoner; when we find that in his second 
statement, when he was sworn and cautioned as to his respon- 
sibility in what he was about to say, he purposely suppressed 
and kept back one most material fact to which he now de- 
poses, which was first brought out some weeks after this oc- 
currence, and at the suggestion of another, I ask you what 
credit can you give to his testimony f Which of his various 
statements will you believe? When he commences with a 
statement which exculpates the prisoner entirely, when day 
after day he adds stone upon stone to the edifice, urged on by 
the malice of himself and others, what other conchision can 
you come to, than that the witness is acting on a settled pur- 
pose to take away the life of the prisoner at the bar by per- 
jury ? And we propose to show that he entertained and now 
entertains a vindictive malice towards the prisoner, inciting 
him to the task of this great crime. We expect to show that 
another material witness, William Tyson, had at different 
times given different accounts of the conversation he deposed 
to. I will not be so uncharitable as to suppose that he acts 
corruptly, will be willing to suppose that his intentions are 
correct, and to cover up his faults with the mantle of charity. 
But if the witness is so besotted by intemperance as to im- 
pair his memory — ^if his diversity of statements is the result 
either of the want of integrity or memory, you will be com- 
pelled to disregard his testimony. 

Am? it will be well enough now to apprise you of a well- 
settled principle of law, which ought to guide you in all your 
patiwiatpa of the weight of evidence. In considering the testi- 
mony of a witness, you must take it all ; and if in any part'he 
is wilfully and corruptly false, you are not at liberty to cull 
out what is true from that which is false, receiving the one 
part and rejecting the other. You are bound to reject all as 
tainted and unworthy of belief. 

We propose now, gentlemen of the jury, to e x a m ine the wit- 
nesses, that you may see and judge of these various statements. 
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THE WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE. 


S. M. G. Moore. 'Was at 
Smith’s store on the Saturday 
Lassiter’s body was found. Saw 
Sawyer, who presented me a line 
from the prisoner. Read its con- 
tents, the prisoner requested me 
to go to his bouse. He also said 
in the note that he (the pris- 
oner) was at home all day on the 
Monday that Lassiter was killed. 
Asked Sawyer if he knew it to be 
true that his uncle Washington 
was at home all^ day on Monday 
gathering corn in his field. He 
replied he was at home, and he 
knew it to be so. Sawyer said 
to me, *What I told you at town 
was not true,” or "was not so.” 
I asked him whyf What part 
was no true? He said, "Uncle 
Washington did leave me 
awhile.” I said, "Where were 
you, I thought you told me they 
were gathering corn ?” He said, 
"No, we were gathering corn un- 
til dinner, and after dinner we 
were at the crib throwing in corn 
when Lassiter went by.” He told 
me he saw Lassiter. I asked him 
if the old man saw Lassiter. He 
said, "He didn’t know that he 
did, but soon after Lassiter 
passed, the old man went into 
the field,” or "went that way.” 
The next week T had another 
conversation with Sawyer. Re- 
monstrated with him for telling 
me a different story from what 
he had sewom to before the Cor- 
oner’s inquest, and told him what 
T had heard. Spoke to him in a 
rough manner, reprimanding him 
for not telling me the truth at 
first. He said, "The old man did 
go, he did leave me, and he was 
gone some time.” T asked him 


how long he was gone. He said 
he did not get back till nearly 
night, that the sun was not more 
than, half an hour or so high. 
Asked him if Carawan had any 
gun. He said, "if he had any 
gun I did not see it.” I asked 
him if he knew where his gun 
was. He said he did not. 

Cross-examined. In the note 
Carawan said that he was at 
home on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and that Carawan 
Sawyer would prove this. Asked 
Sawyer if this was so. He said 
it was, for he was with him all 
day gathering corn. 

Thomas Bridgman (recalled). 
Am acquainted with Cara-wan 
Sawyer, and have had three con- 
versations with him about this af- 
fair. The first conversation was 
at the prisoner’s house, a short 
time after Lassiter’s body was 
found, and after the prisoner had 
left. Mrs. Carawan and Saw- 
yer were talking about gathering 
the crop and Sawyer was talk- 
ing about leaving. Persuaded 
him to stay and help house the 
crop, if he would not stay any 
longer. Told him they needed 
help, and that some of the corn 
too, was his own. He said he 
would not stay, for if the old man 
should come back and find him 
there, he would kill him. He did 
stay and helped to house the 
crop. Two or three weeks after 
he came one night to my house. 
T told him I had heard a great 
deal he had been saving about 
this matter, and wanted him to 
tell me the truth of it. 'This was 
after his examination before the 
Coroner and before his examina- 
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tion before the Grand Jury. 
"Well,” said he, "about the time 
Lassiter got against the gum 
(the gum is about 200 yards from 
Carawan’s house), I saw the old 
man going in the direction of 
where the hands were at work, 
towards the field, and Aunt Mary 
was going after him across the 
yard, a little way behind him. 
Little John was with me at the 
bam door and said "Mamma’s 
got the gun.” "I should not have 
seen the gun if John had not 
said that.” Asked him what part 
of the gun lie saw, he said part 
of the breech. He said the old 
man went down the field path 
across the pasture in the direc- 
tion of where they had been at 
work, and Mary went across the 
pasture, bearing to the left, to a 
gun which stands at the point 
of the woods. Asked him how 
long it was before Mary came 
back. He said she did not stay 
long. Asked him what time the 
old man got back. He said about 
half an hour to sundown. T asked 
him if he wore the same clothes 
back that he wore off. He said 
he did. Asked him if his clothes 
were torn with brambles or 
bloody. He said he never no- 
ticed. 

Israel Brooks, Happened in 
at Green Bridgman’s store, two 
or three weeks after the prisoner 
had left, and a conversation was 
going on about Carawan. Wit- 
ness Sawyer was relating the 
transactions. He was asked if 
he saw Lassiter when he passed 
Carawan’s house. He replied, 
^TTes, I did see him.” He 
was asked where he (Sawyer) 
was when he saw him pass. He 
replied, was at the bam, heav- 
ing in com.” He was asked 
where his Uncle Wash was, he 


answered: "I don’t know, but 
expect he was in the house. I 
rather expect he was in the piaz- 
za next to the road, for he came 
out of the house from that side 
next to the road, and came to the 
bam where I was throwing in 
com. He passed by me and 
went out into the field where the 
hands were carting in corn.” He 
was asked if Carawan had any 
gun. He said, "No, I did not see 
him have any gun that day.” He 
was asked how he supposed 
Carawan got the gun. He said 
"Tf the old man had any gun to 
kill Lassiter with, he must have 
carried it there overnight, or the 
next morning before day, before 
the rest of the family were up.” 

Cross-examined. There were 
some three or four persons there, 
but was in a hurry and do not 
recollect their names. 

Ira Topping. On Sunday had 
a few words with Carawan Saw- 
yer at Carawan’s gate, before the 
inquest was held. Asked him 
where Mr, Carawan was, and was 
he at home? He replied, "No, I 
have not seen him since yester- 
day (Saturday) evening.” Asked 
if he saw Carawan carry any gun 
he said he did not — that after 
Lassiter passed, the old man 
went walking very quick 
through the pastunt towards the 
woods. 

The next conversation was 
some three or four weeks after 
this at my own house. He said, 
"we were gathering corn on Mon- 
day till dinner. After dinner I 
went to throwing in com. About 
two loads had been brought and 
I was at the bam door throwing 
it in, and one of the old^ man’s 
little sons was there picking up 
the short com. The little boy 
said to Mr. Carawan, Yondiff 
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goes Lassiter. I raised up and 
looked, and just got a glimpse of 
him as he went by the comer of 
the bam, going towards the lake. 
The little boy says, Tdnder goes 
papa,’ and presently afterwards 
^Yonder goes mamma with the 
gun.’ When the old man passed 
I raised up and looked and saw 
him. When the boy said, 'Yon- 
der goes mamma,’ I raised up 
and saw her with the gun on her 
left side towards me. I saw the 
breech of her. She had it 
wrapped up in what I thought 
was her apron. She was carry- 
ing it in her arm up and down, 
and I am sure it was a gun she 
had. She was a few steps be- 
hind the old man. He went right 
through a pair of bars and 
through the pasture. After he 
got through the pasture and to 
where the com was, he turned 
and went to that piece of woods. 
Then she cut across the pasture 
towards that piece of woods.’’ I 
asked Sawyer if he saw her give 
Carawan the gun. He said, "I 
did not, and I did not see the 
old man with any gun. Soon his 
wife returned without any gun, 
and went into the kitchen and 
went to weaving.” He said the 
old man got back about half an 
hour by sun. I asked Sawyer 
how the old man acted when he 
heard that Lassiter was found. 
He told me that on Saturday 
evening, he (Sawyer) and the 
negro man had gone into the 
woods to cut some wood. He 
looked up and saw some one com- 
ing towards them down the path. 
When he came up it was the old 
man Carawan, with some clothes 
in a handkerchief on his arm. He 
said, "Boys, they have found Las- 
siter, ^and if I stay they will 
hang me,” or ^Hf I stay they will 


try to hang me,” am not positive 
which expression he used. 

Sawyer further said that the 
old man told him that if he 
would swear that he (the pris- 
oner) was home all day Monday, 
he would give him a negro fd- 
low. Asked Sawyer if^he had 
told anything about the gun be- 
fore the jury of inquest. He 
said he commenced telling it be- 
fore the jury of inquest and was 
prevented in some way, or 
thought he would have to go be- 
fore the Grand Jury and would 
tell it there. 

Cross-examined. Sawyer has 
been living with me since April 
last. He can neither read nor 
write, and used to ask my wife 
or myself to read his letters to 
him. Am acquainted with his 
general character in my neigh- 
borhood. Enow no harm of him 
except that he drinks too much at 
times. My neighbors think t^ell 
of him. Should have no reason 
to disbelieve him on his oath. 

Asa B. Paul. Have seen a 
man, who they told me was Cara- 
wan Sawyer. He has been in 
my shop every day this week. He 
said be was in this case the main 
witness. He said, "I’m going to 
make money today.” 

Carney J. Armstrong. Saw a 
man they called Carawan Saw- 
yer. Saw him in Paul’s shop on 
Thursday. He said he was a wit- 
ness in this case, and I told him 
he ought to be sober. He said, 
"Never mind, I calculate to make 
some money today.” 

Cross-examined. This was on 
Thanksgiving Day. Had knocked 
off work and went in there. Don’t 
know who were in there— some 
of them were strangers. 
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REBUTTING EVIDENCE FOR THE STATE. 


Thomas Bridgman (recallecl). 
Have known Carawan Sawyer 
for more than five yearsi 'while 
he lived with his uncle. He stands 
as fair as any boy in the neigh- 
borhood; never heard anyone 
speak ill of it. His standing was 
like all boys growing up. He 
stayed at home and attended to 
his uncle’s business pretty strict- 
ly. Have heard his character 
discussed as the main witness in 
this case, and the opinion of the 
neighbors was, that he would tell 
the truth. I should judge that 
he was held in good estimation 
by his neighbors. 

Cross-examined. I would be- 
lieve him on his oath. He might 
be bothered and make some mis- 
takes, but I believe his intention 
would be to tell the truth. 

Ruel Jordan. Was at Paul’s 
shop on Thursday within a step 
of two of Sawyer, when it was 
said he spoke of being a witness 
and expected to make money that 
day. Did not hear the words. 
Soon after Sawyer went out 
Armstrong told me what Sawyer 
had said, but did not hear it. 


Sawyer hud been drinking. He 
too, two or three right smart 
bumpers. 

Silvester McGowan. On Thurs- 
day I paid Carawan Sawyer part 
of his share of the reward which 
1 had collected for the appre- 
hension of the prisoner. 

William J. Smith. Had a con- 
versation with Tyson about this 
matter at my store. He was 
telling me about being sum- 
moned as a witness, and said all 
that he knew about it was what 
Carawan had told him. He said 
that Carawan had told him that 
Sawyer was a mean man. He 
told Carawan that Sawyer was 
not all the mean men in the 
world. Carawan said Lassiter 
was a meaner man. Tyson re- 
plied he had never seen Lassiter. 
Carawan said if you have never 
seen him I don't think you ever 
will. He said that Carawan had 
come to his shop to get him to 
tire his cart wheels. 

Cross-examined. Thomas H. 
Smith was at my store during 
this conversation. Tt was since 
the murder was committed. 


Mr. Rodman submitted to the Court that the counsel for the pris- 
oner were entitled to the general reply, in the argument of the cause, 
on the ground that they had introduced no testimony except what was 
collateral. 

The Solicitor replied that the universal practice in this State was 
against this. 

The Court decided that the State was entitled to the reply. 


THE SPEECHES TO THE JURY. 

Mr. D. W. Carter, the junior counsel for the prosecution, 
opened the argument in behalf of the State. He went into a 
thorough analysis of the voluminous testimony, reconciling 
its discrepancies, and tracing its connection, link by link, 
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with the guilt of the prisoner. His defense of his native 
County of Hyde against the charge of crudty and oppression, 
towards the prisoner, was able and eloquent. 

November 28. 

Mr. Satterthwaite addressed the. jury for the defense. He 
was in feeble health, having been confined to his bed all the 
day and two nights previous. By the assistance of Mr. Bryan, 
who read for him the cases to which’ he referred, he was able 
to speak.and then closed from exhaustion. He made an earn- 
est appeal in the prisoner’s behalf, and expressed his firm con- 
viction that Carawan Sawyer was a perjured witness. 

MB. BODMAN FOB THE DEFENSE. 

Mr. Rodman. Gentlemen : Though it has been my fortune 
several times in the course of my professional life to have ap- 
peared for the defense in cases of this sort, 1 can truly say I 
never rose to address a jury with so much anxiety and appre- 
hension. I deeply feel my inability to perform the duty I have 
undertaken. I cannot but feel that upon the manner in which 
I shall perform that duty depends in some degree the fate of 
the prisoner, and of those whose fate is bound up with his. 
He himself is far advanced upon the path of life whjch leads 
to the grave. In the natural course of events, the period will 
soon arrive when he will be called to answer before a higher 
tribunal than this for the deeds done in the flesh. To him it 
is of comparatively but little importance whether his mortal 
life shall terminate now, or a few years hence. Tou have seen 
him attended in court by a wife and three little boys — ^the 
objects of his fondest love. The blow which severs the thread 
of his life will cast them forth upon the world — ^the orphan 
sons of a dishonored sire — and stamp upon their innocent 
brows the seal of shame which no radiance of hope, no smile of 
youth will ever efface. 

Great as is the importance of this cause, and thinking as 
humbly of my own abilities as any man can, I should never- 
theless approach it -without anxiety or apprehension, if it were 
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not for some melancholy and peculiar features with which it 
is invested. 

The law of North Carolina, while it is just, is hnwinna. It 
requires that prisoners shall be kept comf ortaUy, and shall be 
subjected to no other severity than is necessary for their safe 
keeping. You have heard how this unfortunate man was ar> 
rested, and what treatment he suffered under his arrest — ^how 
he was confined in a wretched hole, nauseous from filth, where 
neither the light of day, nor the blessed air of heaven could 
enteiv-how during a winter remarkable for the intensity of 
its cold, he was kept without fire ; how he was excluded from 
the companionship of his wife, his friends, and his counsel ; 
all from whose looks or whose words he could derive console* 
tion or strength in those hours of darkness and despondency ; 
how in his hearing he was reviled and denounced by all whose 
ignoble spirits could find pleasure in such a course. The coun- 
sel for the State, while he has extenuated, has not denied nor 
defended these things. But he asks, “Do they prove his inno- 
cence V* I might more properly ask. Do they prove his guilt f 
They prove neither. They prove nothing but the power of 
those unfortunate infiuences which surround this cause. I do 
not refer to them for proof, but for the admonition to caution, 
which they contain. In this day of intelligence and humanity, 
the processes of the law established by wise and humane men, 
for wise and humane purposes, in the case of this individual 
have been perverted to purposes of oppression and wrong ; and 
that law, which we have been accustomed to boast was an im- 
pregnable shield for the humblest and poorest freeman against 
every species of wrong, in his case has been outraged and set 
at naught, and up to this hour triumphantly. This Court is 
but an institution of the same law, the most exalted, it is true, 
and to which from our infancy we have been taught to look 
as the last safe and undoubted refuge of the citizen. Let us 
beware, lest the same spirit which engendered the occurrences 
heretofore shall insinuate itself into our proceedings. Take 
warning, by the past, I beseech yon, and suffer no breath of 
popular passion to enter the sacred enclosure in which yon 
sit, and disturb the serenity of your judgment. 
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There is another most melanchcdy and unusaal feature in 
this case, the contemplation of which appals and disheartens 
me. From the hour when accusation against the prisoner first 
found utterance, ho period of repose has been allowed to tiie 
public mind, within which the excited passions might be al* 
lowed to sink into repose, and calm and enlightened reason 
resume her usual dominion. From that hour to the hour of 
this trial, rumor after rumor of what had been discovered, 
or what would be proved, each of the most dangerous and 
aggravated character, has been propagated through the length 
and breadth of the land. Whether this has been done of set 
purpose and from a systematic design to forestall your judg- 
ment and foredoom the prisoner, by depriving him of a fair 
and impartial trial, I shall not undertake to decide. It is 
sufiicient to say that every idle story, every unfounded rumor, 
started no matter where, how, by whom, or for what purpose, 
has been rolled through the land, and gathering strength as it 
went— contemptible at first — ^has acquired in its progress stu- 
pendous proportions. I cannot hope that these rumors have 
left your ears alone inviolate. Would to God that I could be 
as certain that you could succeed in expelling from your minds 
every vestige of prejudice and prepossession against this un- 
happy man and his cause, as I am that you will honestly and 
conscientiously endeavor to do so. But it is not in the com- 
pass of human nature. We did not choose you believing you 
to be indifferent ; but because we believed you to be honest and 
conscientious men, who would make every effort to become so. 
Never before, I assure you — and I say it with pride for my 
State — ^never before, when standing at the bar for a prisoner, 
have I felt the least apprehension but that, if I could invoke 
on his behalf truth and the law, in those mighty names I 
could open his prison door, and bid him depart unhurt. And 
could I know now, that you were men from some distant re- 
gion, who had never heard of the prisoner or of this transac- 
tion, all my anxiety and apprehension would be exchanged 
for tranquility and confidence. But it cannot be so, and I 
can only conjure you, as I most earnestly do, to forget all you 
may have heard of this transaction anterior to the testimony 



REVEREND GEORGE W. CARAWAN 649 


in th6 canse, and to enter with nie upon the consideration of 
that, prepared and determined to give to every argament I 
shall advance in the prisoner ’s behalf, the full weight to whidi 
it may be entitled, and to give him the full benefit of every 
principle of law which shall receive the sanction of this learned 
and impartial Court. 

What then is the issue which you are impanelled to trj’ f Is 
it whether the prisoner has proved himself innocent of the 
accusation t God forbid you should make so fatal an error. 
Is it to determine who, among all the persons suspected, most 
probably killed the deceased f That would be equally errone- 
ous. It is whether it has been proved beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the prisoner killed him. So sacred is human life 
in the eye of the law, that while in civil causes involving the 
most valuable interests a mere preponderance of proof, the 
mere inclining of the scale one way or the other, will justify 
a verdict accordingly, yet in all criminal causes, and more es- 
pecially in all capital caxises, the law reciuires full proof. 

The Solicitor has invited ns to abandon declamation and to 
meet him on the platform of the testimony. I gladly accept 
his challenge, and heartily wish that this issue could be de- 
cided there and upon that platform alone. 

This is a case of circumstantial evidence. I will not detain 
you with any general remarks on the uncertain nature of this 
sort of evidence in general. The Solicitor in his opening re- 
marks put it on grounds much higher than positive evidence ; 
“Witnesses,” he said, “may be biased, but circumstances can’t 
lie;” and when my associate, Mr. Satterthwaite, read some 
eases of innocent men condemned by lying circumstances, we 
were told they were but the one or two selected from the im- 
mense mass of reported cases in the law. It would be no diffi- 
cult task to find fifty as striking as those.which were read. We 
have never contended that circumstantial evidence will in no 
case justify a conviction; we admit the contrary. We have 
only contended that where, as here, it consists of a number 
of unconnected suspicious circumstances, it is of a kind most 
apt to prejudice and mislead a jury, and requiring the utmost 
cautimi in its application. By the aid of experience, jurists 
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have erected certain principles and limitations as goides and 
safeguards in its application, which should never be forgotten. 
The only one of thes^ I shall allude to at present is this : ‘ ‘ That 
the theory of the prisoner’s guilt must be consistent with every 
fact proved in the cause.” 

The theory of the State is, that the deceased passed the 
prisoner’s house on the evening of Monday, the 15th of No- 
vember, going along the road to the lake; that the prisoner 
shortly afterward left his house and went through what is 
called the cow range back of his house or along and behind the 
back fences of the field on the road, and catching up to the 
deceased, shot him at or near the two pines on the road. As- 
suming for the present that all the witnesses for the State 
are entirely credible, and all that they have sworn to is true, 
I propose now to examine this hsnpothesis — ^to compare it with 
all the facts as proved, and see if they can stand together; I 
shall do this calmly and dispassionately, for it is to your judg- 
ments I shall address my appeal, and not to your sympathies. 
The State alleges that the deceased was killed on Monday. The 
first evidence and the only direct evidence on that point, con- 
sists in the appearance of the body when examined on the en- 
suing Sunday, as detailed by the physician and Jesse Bridg- 
man. They say that on Sunday the body looked fresh, was not 
swollen at all, and had no odor except of fresh blood. 

Dr. Griffin, a scientific physician of great respectability, 
says that, judging from the appearance of the body alone, he 
should not have supposed that death had taken place more 
than four or five days before. The temperature from Monday 
was moderate; on Wednesday it rained, and the body was 
found buried in a low, damp place. Here is a combination of 
all the causes which promote decay most speedily. Is it not 
against common experience for a dead body to remain six 
days without swelling and without odor? I am not disposed 
to give too much weight to these circumstances, which may be 
fallacious, but so far as they go they tend to prove that the de- 
ceased was killed after Monday, and so far they contradict the 
theoiy of the State. I now proceed to consider the more im- 
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portant parts of the testimony ; but before I do so, permit me 
to make one remark, which may not be inappropriate. 

The State presents each of its witnesses to you as credible 
and faithworthy, and if there shall be found a variance be* 
tween them in any essential point, if, for instance, one of 
them shall name a certain hour, as the time of a certain event, 
which hour is incomipatible with the guilt of the prisoner ; and 
another witness, equally credible, shall name a diiferent hour, 
as the time of that event, which is compatible with the guilt 
of the prisoner, and there being no reason to fix on one hour 
rather than another — I am entitled in a case of this sort, upon 
every principle of humanity and of law, to assume that hour 
as the true one, which is most favorable for the prisoner. I 
may not have occasion to resort to this principle, but it is con- 
venient to state it. If the State’s witnesses differ on any es- 
sential point, there is doubt at once, and seriously to doubt is 
to acquit. 

I propose now to trace the deceased and inquire whether it 
is possible that the prisoner crossed his path. He left Dorset 
Mason’s some time on Monday morning. He took dinner at 
Thomas Bridgman’s, and left his house at three o’clock or a 
little later, walking along the road towards the lake. Thomas 
Bridgman is a witness for the State, and a man of excellent 
character. His testimony was given in, in a way which com- 
manded the respect of all of us. He is a farmer and a woods- 
man of great observation and experience ; and it is well known 
that persons who are in the habit of judging of the hour of the 
day without a time-piece and by observation of the sun alone, 
arrive at it with astonishing accuracy. His attention in this 
instance, he says, was especially called to the time ; for he says 
he had .work to do which was urgent, he was restless, and 
anxious for Lassiter to be gone. You might rely safely on his 
testimony as to time, even if he stood alone and unconfirmed. 
But his testimony is confirmed on this point, in an incidental 
and wonderful manner, by Thomas Gibbs, another witness for 
the State, an old man too, of equal observation and experience, 
who can be charged with no sympathy for the defendant, for 
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although neighbors, th^ have not visited and have been at 
enmity for years. Let ns follow Lassiter. After leaving 
Bridgman’s, at three o’clock, or a little later, he stopped at 
Thaddens Brown’s about five minutes, and at Thomas Qibbs’ 
ten or twelve minutes. From Bridgman’s to Gibbs’ is 
three-eights of a mile, which it would take him about 
ten minutes to walk. This ten minutes added to the five min- 
utes he stopped at Brown’s, and the twelve minutes he stopped 
at Gibbs’, would make 27 minutes, or make it about half -past 
three when he left Gibbs’. Now Gibbs says that when he left 
his house the sun was about an hour and a half high. The 
sun set on the 15th of November, in the latitude of Raleigh at 
four minutes past five, and where these occurrences took place 
some minutes earlier. Lassiter left Gibbs’ then, at half-past 
three o’clock. This cannot be doubted; it is proved by two 
respectable witnesses for the State, and confirmed by the com- 
parison of a number of minute circumstances coming out in 
their testimony, altogether undesigned in that view, and the 
bearing of which they could not see. Seldom is an important 
fact so indisputably demonstrated. What, then, became of 
Lassiter f He was seen no more alive, and over the scene of 
his death hang darkness and mysteiy ; but we may follow him 
at least a little way with almost perfect certainty. He was 
bound to the lake, to whose house particularly we do not know ; 
but from Gibbs’ to the nearest house beyond was over two and 
a half miles ; the way was lonely and desolate ; the day was 
blustering and bitter cold ; the shades of night were gathering 
over the earth; he had no motive to loiter, and if we are to 
believe that he really entertained fears that the prisoner would 
attack him on that road, as he told Mason he did, he had every 
motive to hurry him on his journey; he was young, athletic 
and active, unencumbered with any burden except a small 
carpet bag; the road was firm and levd. Under these circum- 
stances, may we not conclude with almost positive certainty, 
that after leaving Gibbs’ he traveled as rapidly as he could, 
and that in an hour, or hour and a half, had not death inter- 
cepted his progress, he would have traversed the two and a 
half miles between him and the lake, or at least, have gone 
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much farther than the two pines which are leas than one mile 
and five-eights from Gibbs’ 

Let us leave the deceased now in the darkness and mystery 
into which he plunged after leaving Gibbs’, and into which 
it is much to be feared, that no ray of human testimony will 
ever penetrate, and come to the prisoner. 

Lassiter left Bridgman ’s house at half -past three, or a little 
later; he must then have passed the prisoner’s, which is 239 
yards beyond Bridgman ’s, a little later still. Carawan Sawyer 
says the deceased passed the prisoner’s house about 2 o’clock. 
But without ^verting at all to the principle I have already 
stated, can it be doubtful whether you sliould take the hour 
stated by two witnesses for the State, such as I have described 

them, and corroborated as I have shown their statement to be, 
or the hour stated by this young man, without education, ob- 
servation or experience, having no reason whatever to notice 
the time, and uncorroborated by any circumstance whatever T 
You will notice I am now giving to Carawan Sawyer the 
benefit of equal integrity with the others; his right to that 
benefit I shall discuss hereafter. This point as to the time, 

then, may be regarded as settled. Sawyer says that the pris- 
oner was in his own house when Lassiter passed ; that he came 
out in about 20 or 25 minutes after Lassiter passed, and went 
through the fields to the woods, being followed by his wife, 
with a gun. It is only with the question of time I am now 
concerning myself. The prisoner then, it is said, left his own 
house for the purpose of intercepting the deceased, about the 
time that the deceased left Gibbs’, as near as can be awrer- 
tained. Now arises the important, the vital question, whether, 
considering the distance and the character of the way which 
each had to traverse, it was possible for the prisoner to have 
intercepted the deceased. The inquiry, is minute and tedious, 
I admit, but I flatter myself the result will be worthy of our 
patience. 

The deceased, we have seen, was young, active, unencum- 
bered, having a smooth, firm way, and every motive to urge 
him to moderate speed, and having to traverse only up that 
one and five-eighths of a mile to reach the two pines. 
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The prisoner, we are informed, is 56 years of age, retaining 
the strength of manhood, but having long since lost the ac- 
tivity of youth. He is “elumay” — ^that is absolutely the word 
used by the witness in describing him. In May last, Mr. Albin 
Swindell, a witness for the State, by his own admission un- 
friendly to the defendant — and it is a circumstance most re- 
markable and indeed singular to this cause, that so many of 
the prisoner’s most bitter enemies should have been selected 
to make examinations for the purpose of testifying, which 
might just as well have been made by fair and indifferent men. 
Mr. Swindell, however, in company with Topping Day and 
others, in May last, after the importance of this question I am 
now discussing was ascertained and with a view to its solu- 
tion, and for the purpose of testifying in this cause, made a 
diligent and careful examination of the country back of the 
defendant’s field, through which it was supposed by all the 
neighborhood, the prisoner must have passed, if he passed at 
all; his particular object was to ascertain the quickest route 
from the back of the prisoner’s field to the two pines or their 
neighborhood. He was kind enough in the course of his ex- 
amination to mark out on the maps which I hold, the line 
which he found to be the quickest possible between the two 
points. You will perceive that it begins at the prisoner’s 
field, going off from the road to Swan Quarter, while Topping 
(also a State’s witness), said the cow paths inclined towards 
the Swan Quarter road, which would make the distance longer 
that Swindell has represented it. I mention this, simply for 
the purpose of showing you that if Sawyer has committed an 
error at all in his line, it has not been in favor of the prisoner. 
All the witnesses say, that it is impossible to pass in anything 
like a straight line from the prisoner’s to the two pines, on 
account of the densily of the undergrowth. Bridgman says it 
would take two-thirds of a day to do so. Until this trial, no 
other route has ever been at all possible, except the one drawn 
by Swinddl ; now indeed, it is suggested that a possible route 
might be found along the back of the fences, but it will be 
sufficient to condemn that suggestion that if feasible, it would 
have occurred long ago to smne one of those nTunerous active 
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prosecutors residing in the neighborhood and familiar with 
its every nook and cranny, and most earnestly desiring the 
conviction of the prisoner. 

Moreover, the prisoner, in passing along that route, would 
have exposed himself to have been seen by Thomas Gibbs, 
who was that very day engaged in sowing wheat in the back 
part of his field, and of Jesse Jarvis, who lives in the veiy 
back line of Gibbs’ field. The impracticability of that route 
is so clear that I shall waste no farther observation upon it, 
but confine myself to that which Swindell has pointed out. 
Some or all of you may be familiar wth the sort of country 
he describes this to be. It was burnt out some years ago, and 
since that time has put up in places with bay bushes, gall- 
berry, cat-claw briers and bamboo, through which no man 
can pass, without slowly and laboriously cutting or breaking 
his way ; in other places the burnt soil has become sterile, and 
is covered only with a thick and yielding moss; these open 
places, he says, are generally connected with each other, so 
that a man perfectly familiar with the woods might in a 
great degree, exe(*pt in one place where the fire stopped, 
avoid the impassible thickets of briers and vines. But to say 
nothing of the sinking-in the moss, you must recollect that in 
thus winding and twisting about, what a man gained in case, 
he would lose in distance, which would be greatly increased, 
and it is extremely doubtful whether anything would be 
gained in time. Such was the character of the route which 
the prisoner must traverse, as compared with that of the de- 
ceased; and in distance, without computing the minute wind- 
ings, which would be so important in fact, it was nearly or 
quite half a mile longer than that before the deceased. 

Bridgman says he could not travel that route in less than 
one and a half or two hours; and the prisoner is not more 
active than he is. Day thinks it could not be done by an 
active, unencumbered man in less than one hour. Topping 
agrees with him, and even Swindell does so too. The State, 
indeed, professes to give superior weight over these witnesses 
to Jarvis, who, speaking from no special examination, but from 
his general knowledge of the country, merely says it might be 
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done in half an hour; but it is too obvious that he is not en- 
titled to any superior credit ; nor can the State insist on it. 

You are now in a position to decide whether it is likely that 
the prisoner, encumbered by a double-barrelled gun, could 
have intercepted the deceased — ^whether it is not impossible, 
or at least, greatly improbable, for that is all I un ))ound to 
make out. Is it not morally certain on this proof that if the 
prisoner started with the view of meeting and attacking the 
deceased, some other hand anticipated the deed? But I have 
not yet done with this question of time, nor even yet presented 
it in its strongest and most conclusive point of view. We have 
seen the prisoner leaving his house ; now, at what time did he 
return? As Sawyer is the only witness who speaks of his 
going, BO he is the only one who speaks of his return. On 
every other occasion, when this witness has related this 
transaction, up to this trial, including his conversation with 
Ira Topping last spring, he said the prisoner returned by half 
an hour before sunset; on his examination in this trial, he de- 
parts from that time, and fixes the period of his return at sun- 
set. I shall show you hereafter how this change was found out 
to be necessary, and why it was made. Without at present im- 
peaching the integrity of this witness, I might well argue that 
his repeated former statements, sworn as well as unsworn, 
were more likely to be correct, but I am able to be content with 
the time he now fixes. 

The theory of the State then requires that the prisoner 
should have gone over this route I have described; have in- 
tercepted the deceased and dain him; have disposed of the 
body (I care not how, for whatever mode he adopted must 
have taken some time) and have returned in an hour or an 
hour and a half; a thing which, if the witnesses for the State 
are to be believed, is a clear physical impossibility, or, to un- 
dertake no more than is imposed on me, is in llie very highest 
degree improbable. Is the theory of the State as to the pris- 
oner’s guilt consistent with all the facts? Do not the very 
facts most clearly demonstrated stand in hostile and irrecon- 
cilable contradiction to this theory? 

I proceed now to contdder some suspicious circumstances 
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which have been greatly relied on by the State. They are 
aaspicioiis circumstances and nothing more; sufficient to put 
a person on trial, but not sufficient to convict him; they may 
confirm a case which is already provel, but no number of such 
can ever amount to proof. Unfortunately there are too many 
su(fii in this case, which give a delusive appearance of guilt, 
which vanishes, however, as soon as the circumstances are 
fairly weighed and considered. 

The Solicitor says he has proved that the prisoner had a 
motive to commit the crime. I care not what provocation the 
prisoner may have had to commit the crimie. I care not even 
if he even desired to commit it — ^if he had not the opportunity 
or means to commit it, he did not do it. The Solicitor has 
introduced Albin Swindell, Bartholomew Swindell, Thomas 
Smith and ‘William Tyson to prove a motive. If the deceased 
was guilty of the conduct of which the prisoner complained he 
was, then he was very little worthy of the sympathy which has 
been excited in his behalf. Boarding in the prisoner’s house, 
he takes advantage of the situation which the confidence and 
kindness of the prisoner had permitted him to occupy, and, 
while the prisoner is absent on his ministerial duties, seduces 
his wife. 'When the prisoner on his return mildly complains, 
he assails the prisoner’s life; and when the prisoner expels 
him from his house, he curses him in the road, and challenges 
him to combat ; and finally, when the prisoner bewails to his 
friends the ruin of his domestic peace, he sues him for slander 
and lays his dmnages at $2,000. I can conceive no combina- 
tion of outrage and insult greater than this. To some men 
such motive might have been ample. But the same provoca- 
tion operates differently on different men, and differently on 
the same man at different times. And the question here is, 
not whst in the abstract would be the effect of such provoca- 
tion on man in general, but the more practical one, what was 
actually its effect on the prisoner? We must consider his age, 
his sacred calling, and the peaceful creed to which iis inind 
and feelings had long been disciplined and which he pro- 
fessed at least, to inculcate by word and example. It appears 
to have excited in his mind no emotion of vengeance ; he used 
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no expression which fairly construed, amounts to a threat. 
{Mr. Rodman here went into a minute examination of the testi* 
mony of Albin Swjndell, Bartholomew Swindell, Thomas H. 
Smith, William Tyson and of Mr. Banks, contending that to 
regard them as threats would be a very strained construction, 
and that the testimony of Tyson was unworthy of belief.) He 
seems rather to have regarded the wrong as a thing which 
when done could not be redressed, to have submitted to it in 
silent grief, and to have been plunged into the profoundest 
gloom and despondency. Observe him as described by Banks. 
He neglects his professional appointments; he shuns the so- 
ciety of his friends, and their festive meetings ; he retires to 
his boat and yields himself up a submissive victim to consum- 
ing grief. He complains that the public had turned against 
him, and seems to have resolved to abandon the unequal con- 
test, to abandon his country, to fly from the acknowledged 
enemy and the domestic traitor, and to commence in the dis- 
tant West, where his dishonor should be unknown, a new 
chapter in his life. Can we say that the outrage which he did 
not regard as a sufficient provocation to violence when it was 
fresh, and when violence would have been justifiable, was such, 
that it must of necessity long afterwards have driven him to 
murder f And can we suppose that the mere service of a civil 
writ, which the prisoner well understood, and from which he 
did not anticipate any injury, could have produced that reck- 
less desperation which the seduction of his wife and the 
assault upon his life had failed to dot 
The shot are exhibited with great parade, and we are told 
that those extracted from the body correspond with those ex- 
tracted from the prisoner’s gun, there being three sizes of 
each. The answer to this is easy. In a country neighboiv 
hood like that, everybody buying from the same store, buys of 
necessify the same sizes of shot ; and everybody mixes his idiot, 
because it is well known that most guns shoot better with 
mixed shot. If all the shot from the body had been produced, 
instead of four only, and all from the gun, instead of four or 
five only, and the proportion of the different sizes in each had 
been the same, the argument would have been strong; because 
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although evetybody mixes shot, it is not probable that they 
would mix them in precisely the same proportions. But this 
has not been done. An important piece of testimony in the 
power of the State, to have been produced, has been with- 
held — I do not say from any wrong motive, and I care not 
whether by accident or design. But the prisoner was entitled 
to the benefit of it; and in such a case I am justified by the 
law in assuming that the portion of the testimony withheld 
would have made for him ; and that, if the whole of the shot 
had been produced, the different proportions of the two mix- 
tures would have negatived any identity of source. 

We are told the prisoner fied, and his flight is evidence of 
his guilt. That depends on circumstances. Flight before ac- 
cusation is strong proof of guilt. But when not only has 
accusation been made, but great indignation has been studi- 
ously excited, and judgment has been pronounced before proof 
— ^when the accused has reason to fear every barbarity from 
an infuriated mob — ^flight is no proof of guilt. When the law 
is nullified by popular opinion, as innocence is no defense, the 
most innocent may dread and the bravest tremble. Flight 
under such circumstances is not confession, but simply pru- 
dence. 

If flight is evidence of guilt, what is a voluntary return? 
Surely that is evidence of innocence. Only he who is proudly 
conscious of innocence and confides in the protection of the law 
will voluntarily return to meet certain imprisonment with all 
its hardships, and certain trial with all its disadvantages. 

As to the letters found in the prisoner’s dungeon, admit 
that they proved a desire on the part of the prisoner to hav«i 
the witness Sawyer removed, and to suppress his testimony, it 
was because he thought he was in the hands of his enemies, 
who were drilling him to falsely swear away his life — a fear 
which the events of his trial have too strongly confirmed. Hn 
knew the witness was weak, pliable and might be moulded to 
any purpose. It is in the nature of man to conform his re- 
sistance to the nature of the attack that is made upon him. The 
conduct of the assailant constitutes the laws of war. It is 
natural to repel open force openly; law by law; fraud by 
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fraud; and to use a common phrase, “to fight the devil with 
fire.” Christianity may teach patient submission to every- 
wrong; but who will blame the prisoner if, to repel suborna- 
tion of perjury, he attempts to suppress the perjured testi- 
mony ? It was the per juiy he dreaded, not the truth. 

Observe, too, the circumstancear under which these papers 
were written, when the prisoner was being treated with every 
refinement of cruelly, when he wm deprived of intercourse 
with friends or counsel, and when he was reduced to a state 
well nigh bordering on madness. They were the obscure and 
incoherent ravings of desperation, produced by a sense of 
grievous wrong and the hopelessness of contending with it. 

My argument hitherto has been founded on the assumption 
that all the witnesses for the State were credible, or at least 
were not wilfully false. Carawan Sawyer has been termed 
by the Solicitor, with great truth, “the principal witness.” 
Without his testimony some circumstances apparently suspi- 
cious until examined are all that remain ; without him there 
is no proof or anything pretending to be proof, connecting the 
prisoner with the homicide, or showing that he had the means 
or the opportunity to have committed it. This must in fair- 
ness be conceded. It is then a very grave and important ques- 
tion, what credit is due to this witness ! I think we are justi- 
fied in saying in any case, more especially in such a case as 
this — ^none. In the first place, it must be remarked that his 
testimony in all its material parts stands alone and entirely 
uncorroborated. In the second place, it is intrinsically most 
improbable. It is most singular and incredible that the wife 
of the prisoner, who is not proved to be left-handed, and is 
therefore, presumed to be right-handed, as the great majority 
of the world is, should have carried the gun in her left hand, 
her left side being exposed to the witness, more especially 
when her object was concealment, as is shown by her concealing 
it in her apron, and when by carrying it in the natural and 
ordinary way on her right side it would have been effectually 
and completely concealed; it is very singular that when idie 
attempted to conceal it with her apron, she should not have 
concealed it entirely hut should have, as it were, purposely 
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defeated her purpose, by leaving the breech exposed. 
These contradictions impeach in the strongest manner the 
credit of the witness; but. I shall presently account for their 
being a part of his story, by showing at what time they were 
interpolated, and that then in no other manner than by such 
absurd inventions could his story have been patched out to 
make good this charge. 

A witness who has been convicted of perjury, on grounds 
of public policy, and for the safety of citizens, is not allowed 
to be heard by a jury, and I assert it to be a principle of law, 
for which I ask the sanction of this Court, that a witness who 
appears upon a trial to have sworn upon a former judicial in- 
quiry or to the same matters differently in a material par- 
ticular, from what he swears to upon the trial, and to have 
varied corruptly, is convicted of perjury in that trial, and is 
equally to be disregarded as if he had been convicted of per- 
jury, and sentenced of record. I further assert under the 
same sanction that if upon this trial the witness Sawyer 
falsely denied having told to Moore, Bridgman, Brooks, Top- 
ping and Armstrong, or to either of them, what they say he 
told them, he well knowing, that he had so told them, then in 
like manner he is convicted of perjury on Ibis trial, and his 
testimony is to be entirely disregarded. For these positions 
I cite the case of State v. Jinx, 1 Dev. 508. The prisoner 
there was a man charged with rape on Mary Rittenhouse, 
a white woman. He had been tried once and convicted, and a 
new trial granted. On the second trial Mary Rittenhouse 
swore differently from what she had done in the first. The 
Judge below told the jury in substance that this contradiction 
went only to her credit, and they might believe part of her 
story and reject the rest. They convicted the prisoner and 
upon appeal, Henderson, Judge, said : “But when once they 
(the jury) are satisfied of the witness’ corruption, they are 
bound in obedience to the law to disregard all that he swore 
to. For the law does not act upon a jury’s bare belief ; their 
bare opinion of the fact; their belief must be founded upon 
that which is regarded in law, as testimony. Hence, the jury 
are not permitted to hear a witness that is not sworn, al- 
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though they might possibly believe him. So also, they might 
believe persons convicted of an infamous crime, perjury for 
instance, but such persons are not allowed to be heard before 
a jury. I can see no difference in principle and if so there 
should be none in practice between a person heretofore con- 
victed and one who stands convicted before the jury in the 
case they are trying.” 

You cannot doubt, because Sawyer himsdf admits it, that 
when he was sworn before the coroner’s inquest — and he was 
sworn then as now to tell “the whole truth” — ^that he said 
nothing about a gun, can you doubt that if he really 
saw a gun and that it excited his attention as he says 
it did, and as it must have done if it was held and concealed 
as he says it was, can yon doubt that in testifying before the 
coroner so shortly after the event, when the transaction was 
fresh in his mind, he must have recollected it? Indeed, he 
says, he recollected it, but kept it back to tell before the 
Grand Jury. How did he know it would go before a Grand 
July ? That was the very inquiry before the Coroner. Rather 
can you doubt that his testimony then was true, and his testi- 
mony now is false and corruptly so? At all events, both 
stories cannot be true, one must be false and corruptly so, 
for the variance is of a character which the highest charity 
cannot impute to mistake. 

Again, can you doubt that he held the conversations with 
Moore, Bridgman, Brooks, Topping and Armstrong, which 
they respectively testify to, and that he remembered them? 
His first conversation with Moore was of a nature he could not 
forget, and it has been several times recalled to his memory 
since. It is now said for the witness that in that conversation, 
he was telling a lie under the influence of the prisoner. If so, 
and it has slipped his recollection under the circumstances, 
which have since taken place, a lie must be to him the most 
familiar and ordinary of all occurrences. 

I claim now the benefit of the principles of law I have stated 
and as the witness stands convicted of perjury before you, on 
this trial, that his testimony riiall be entirely rejected from 
the case. 
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There is another principle of law for which I ask the sanc- 
tion of the Court to guide your deliberations. In a capital 
cause you ought not to convict on the testimony of a single 
tainted witness. If the position stood unsupported by au- 
thority, it would commend itself by its own merit ; for as you 
must be satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt, you cannot be 
so satisfied on the testimony of a witness whom you know to 
be a liar, though you may not know he is lying in this par- 
ticular case. 

If ever there was a witness who could be called tainted, it 
is the witness Sawyer. It is true we did not attempt to prove 
that he had a general bad character for truth, and a faint and 
unsuccessful effort was made by the State to give him a good 
one. But it is evident that he had acquired no general char- 
acter at all. He has not even yet attained the age when by 
law he is his own master, and can make his own bargains ; his 
life has been spent in the obscurity and retirement of his 
uncle’s farm ; he has had no occasion to mix with the world, 
and whatever his native disposition may be, it is undeveloped 
or at least certainly unknown beyond the circle of the house- 
hold in which he has lived. We have adopted a much stronger 
method of impeaching him ; we have shown that he has never 
been able to tell this tale twice in the same way. He told 
Moore on Saturday morning that the prisoner was at home 
all day Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and he knew it. And 
at this time, so far as we can see, he was under no induce- 
ment to swerve from the truth. According to his own account, 
this was before the prisoner offered to bribe him. If It was^ a 
lie it was a voluntary one. Now he not only swears the pris- 
oner was not at home on those days, but that he never told 
Moore that he was. Again, on Saturday evening at the pris- 
oner’s bars he goes to Moore and tells him he had made a mis- 
take, that the prisoner was not at home all day Monday, that 
he went off with the cart to get a load of com, and returned 
with the second load. He now swears that he told Moore no 
such thing. Both these statements exculpate the pnsoner ab- 
solutely. But the Solicitor says that before this last rtate- 
ment to Moore was made, the prisoner had offered to bribe 
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him, and that he was lying under the influence of that offer. 

But as the witness told Topping so late as last spidng, this 
offer to bribe was not made until the prisoner met him in the 
woods as he was going off, which was several hours after 
Moore left And it is very singular that under the influence 
of an offered bribe he should tell a lie, but not the lip that he 
was bribed to tell. 

These in truth were the statements of the witness before he 
had been subjected to any improper influences. With the de- 
parture of the prisoner commences a new scene. The enemies 
of the prisoner take possession of this weak-minded and fool- 
ish boy. The work of his tuition begins, and we shall see how, 
just as the necessity is discovered, fact after fact, or rather 
invention after invention, is patched on to his story until it is 
presented on this trial as the complete and perfected produc- 
tion which is to envelope the prisoner in its mortal folds. He 
is flrst taught to regard his benefactor, who had taken him into 
his house when he had neither parents nor friends, and for 
ten years had treated him as his own child, with hostile and 
malignant feeling. This is evidenced by his conversation with 
Thomas Bridgman, a few days after the prisoner's departure. 
In the meanwhile the witness is sworn before the Coroner, 
and there says the prisoner had no gun. The enemies of the 
prisoner were so blinded by malice that their capacity was at 
fardt. They had not yet discovered the necessity of proving 
that the prisoner had a gun. Then comes the third conversa- 
tion with Moore, in which he again said that if the prisoner 
had a gun, he did not see it, and he did not know where the 
gun was. 

. Then probably occurred the conversation which Brooks 
heard, though Brooks thinks it was in December and after 
the witness had been sworn before the Grand Jury. In this 
conversation he says again that the prisoner had no gun when 
he went to the woods, and being asked how he supposed he got 
the gun, he replied that he did not know, unless he had car- 
ried it out in the woods the night before, or before day, that 
day. But Court comes, it is discovered that the prisoner must 
be supplied with a gun, and forthwith he is supplied. The 
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witness had sworn before the Coroner that the prisoner had 
no he had said that he did not know where the gun was, 
but he had not sworn that before the Coroner, probably be- 
cause he had not been adced. The witness comes to be exam- 
ined before the Grand Jury, and he is asked “if any one else 
had a gun,” a singular enough question truly; and then the 
oath before the Coroner is patched out with the invention that 
the wife had the gun, to which must be added in due time, 
to sustain it, the absurd stoiy that she, a right-handed woman, 
carried it in her left hand on her left side, concealed in her 
apron, with the breech exposed. So devious are the paths of 
fiction : circumstances miust be paired together, which cannot 
be matched, and which show by their repugnancy, that they 
have no kindred with each other. The coins from the mint of 
truth are all alike and stamped with the impress of the same 
sovereign features. 

But let us pursue the witness. He tells Thomas Bridgman 
afterwards that the prisoner wore back the same clothes that 
he wore off on Monday. Now he says he does not recollect 
about that; he did not notice his clothes. You will perceive 
that this failure of recollection is to let in the “double-wove 
blue mixed,” fiction of Bartholomew Swindell, who recollects 
distinctively the clothes the prisoner had on, on Monday and 
Tuesday, even to the hole in his hat, but does not recollect 
what clothes any other person that he met on those days had 
on, nor even what clothes he wore himself. The witness 
further tells Bridgman that the prisoner got back, half an hour 
by sun on Monday, and that he himself went into the kitchen 
on his return from Bell’s on Monday night, though he now 
says he did not. To Ira Topping so late as last spring, the 
witness says that the prisoner got back half an hour by sun on 
Mond&y. Indeed he has stuck to this throughout, until this 
trial, and it is the only particular in his whole testimony that 
he has stuck to. One would suppose it would be indelibly im- 
pressed on his memnry and that shame alone would compel 
him to adhere to it. But, as if to show that he is as insensible 
to shame as to truth, and to destroy the last particle of claim 
he had to credit, he now abandons that and says the prisoner 
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did not get back until sunset. This sacrifice was made with 
reluctance no doubt ; but I shall show you how it became neces- 
sary. These surveys and examinations of the locality were 
not made until after the ccmversation with Topping; the im^ 
portance of time had not become apparent; it had not been 
seen that the prisoner could not have performed the feat as- 
signed to him within the time allotted. But the surveys were 
made in May last ; and it then became evident that the time 
must be prolonged, or else all the labor had been in vain ; and 
it is pronged accordingly. 

If you are not already satisfied of the corruption of this 
witness, permit me to call your attention to a most significant 
fact. The witness McGowan mentioned the names of all the 
captors of the prisoner that he could recollect and he did not 
mention among them the name of Sawyer. Yet when this 
same McGowan is called in again to explain the declaration of 
Sawyer, made during this trial in presence of Armstrong 
“that he was the material evidence in this cause, and that he 
expected to make money that day,” he explains it by saying 
that he paid Sawyer that day a part of his share of the re- 
ward as one of the captors of the prisoner, and that he paid 
all the others some time ago. Now, if Sawyer was really one 
of the captors of his uncle, and entitled therefore to a part of 
the price of his blood, why did not McGowan mention his 
name among them, when the circumstance of the payment 
must have made it fresh in his memory? If he was not one 
of the captors— and in kindness to him I am not willing to be- 
lieve that he was — ^why was he paid a part of the reward? 
In either case, why is his share withheld so long after all the 
others have been paid, and paid to hhn on the very day that 
he is expected to testify, and on which he probably would have 
testified but for his besotted and drunken condition at that 
time? 

I take leave of the testimony of this witness. The Solicitor 
said he would not take you through any dark and laby- 
rinthine way to a verdict of conviction. Is such testimony that 
clear and open road through which alone you can safely walk 
up to so dreadful a conclusion? 
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I now take leave of this case. I have endeavored to dia- 
charge my duty to the best of my ability ; to say neither too 
little nor too much. Where I thoi^ht the witnesses were mis- 
taken, I have said so, and no more. I have thought one wit- 
ness was perjured, and I have not hesitated to say so. I will 
go out of my way to denounce no man in any case, but I will 
always fearlessly assert what I believe is proven in the cause. 
With one word more I shall leave the prisoner in your hands. 
It is possible that when yon retire there may be a difference 
of opinion among you, in such a case, what is your duty? I 
will give the reply by reading from the opinion of Judge 
BufiBn in State v. Ephraim, 2 D. and B. 174. ‘'If twelve men 
indifferently chosen after full argument and instruction from 
the Court upon the law, and opportunity for full deliberation 
be not agreed of the guilt of the accused he ought to be ac- 
quitted.” 

November 29. 

Mr. Bryan dosed the argument for the prisoner. He dwelt 
upon the uncertainties of circumstantial testimony, and urged 
the jury to beware lest they should commit a fatal error. He 
attacked the testimony of Carawan Sawyer, the principal 
witness for the State and grouped his contradictory state- 
ments, ten in number, at much length and with great force. 

HR. WARREN FOR THE STATE. 

Mr. Warren. Gentlemen ; It falls to my lot to address you at 
the last stage of this important cause, and to close the argu- 
ment in behalf of the State. I know you are greatly fatigued 
by your long confinement and dose attention throughout the 
progress of this trial. But I know also, that you will here- 
after fed amply repaid for the labors you have undergone, 
by the consciousness that you have done your duty , and given 
the case that full and fair consideration which its importance 
deserves. I know, too, you wiU pve me a candid and patient 

hearing. . . t- 

It is unpleasant, gentlemen, on an occasion like this, to be 

oompeUed to aUude to matters of a personal character. But 
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the course pursued by the prisoner’s counsd has left me no 
alternative. We have heard complaints here not only of the 
appointed officer of the State, but of those who assist him in 
this prosecution. We have heard from the counsd who first 
addressed you for the defense of hired witnesses and hired 
attorneys.” He informed us also that this prosecution had 
been conducted in such a manner as to sho(& his ddicate sen- 
sibilities. Prom him, who closed the defense, we have heard 
that the State has practiced a discraditable system of humbug 
and deception. I hardly know how to meet charges of such a 
character. The State is represented here in part by its sworn 
officer, bound by the same solemn obligation that rests upon 
you, and answerable not only at the bar of public opinion, but 
at the bar of justice also, for the manner in which he performs 
his official duties. As for myself, it is perhaps enough for me 
to say that whatever I have done in connection with this case, 
has met his full sanction and concurrence. I leave it for you 
to decide whether or not I have discharged my duty and come 
up to the grave responsibilities I have assumed. I profess to 
know something of what my duty and my profession require 
of me, and of what my own self respect demands at my hands. 
But if I do not, gentlemen, if on this subject I need instruc- 
tion and enlightenment, assuredly I shall not asked it of the 
feed counsel of the prisoner at the bar. Let them put their 
advice and their denunciation in the same pocket with their 
fees. 

Before entering upon the argument of this case, I desire 
to call back to your minds to what I conceive to be the issues 
yon are called upon to try. We have heard eloquence and 
rhetoric, and rhetoric and eloquence enough to acquit the 
prisoner at the bar, if rhetoric and eloquence could avail him. 
We have heard of a systematic persecution of the prisoner, 
commencing with the time when this murder was committed, 
and continued down to the present moment. We would sup- 
pose that not Qeorge W. Carawan, but the State’s counsel, the 
witnesses for the prosecution and the people of Hyde were on 
trial here for high crimes and misdemeanors. What have we 
heard but denunciations against the whole people of Hydet 
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The charge, when reduced to a definite form, amounts to this : 
that the witnesses have been guilty of perjury, and the rest 
of the people of that County of subornation of perjury. We 
have heard more than this; that the prisoner has been foully 
and barbarously treated — ^that the Sheriff of Hyde is an in- 
human wretch — that he confined the prisoner in a loathsome 
dungeon, without light or air, or fire, or intercourse with his 
fellow-men. For what purpose these things have been wrought 
up, and dwelt upon, 1 do not know, nor have the prisoner's 
counsel deigned to inform us in what way they affect the 
guilt or innocence of the prisoner at the bar. If they had 
any bearing on that question, the facts are untrue. The evi- 
dence is, that he was confined in the dungeon, it is true, the 
safest apartment of the jail, without fire, but with a com- 
fortable bed and that he was supplied with light both night 
and day. Ah! gentlemen, one important fact I had nearly 
forgotten. It is said that a very respectable member of the 
bar vomited there while visiting the prisoner. But we have 
not heard that the prisoner or his counsel were so seriously 
affected. They may congratulate themselves on having 
stronger stomachs than some of their professional brethren. 
They complain also that the State has suppressed testimony, 
which would make in favor of the prisoner, while it has most 
carefully gathered together every fact and word, and circum- 
stance which makes against him. What would they have? 
Do they wish us to call the prisoner himself upon the stand 
to allow him to make testimony for himself after the factf 
My purpose, gentlemen, in noticing these things, is to relieve 
your minds and clear the case of all those collaterial issuM, 
which the prisoner’s counsel have sought to throw around it. 
Again I ask, what they have to do with the guilt or innocent 
of their client? And I ask his Honor to charge that there is 
no evidence of any persecution, no evidence of conspiracy, no 
evidence of bribery, no evidence of barbarous treatment of 
the prisoner. All these things exist only m the imaginati^ 
of the prisoner’s counsel and are thrown in to support a de- 
fense which needs all the succor that ingenui^ or art can sug- 
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But, gentlemen, what is this case and what are you to tryt 
Whether or not the prisoner is guilty of the crime of murder. 
It is not whether public sentiment may be against him, for it 
would be strange indeed, it would argue a strange state of 
public feeling, a disordered state of the public mind, and a 
most infamous state of public morals, if public sentin^nt were 
not against one who had committed so horrible a crime. 

The evidence in this case discloses a murder as foxd and 
atrocious as can be found in the history of crime. A fellow- 
citizen' in the vigor of his years, in the enjoyment of life, in 
the innocent pursuit of his avocation, is waylaid and assassin- 
ated in the public highway. Without a moment’s warning, 
without time for Ihe briefest prayer, he is sent into the 
presence of his Maker. His body is dragged into a dense and 
almost impenetrable • forest, and there most carefully con- 
cealed and buried. No trace marks the spot where he fell. 
No track points the way to his hidden grave. 

Gentlemen, the bare mention of such a crime as this would 
be sufficiently startling anywhere. Even the offenses which 
disgrace the records of a city court, where robbery and blood- 
shed and murder run riot, are insignificant when compared 
with this. But here, in a peaceful and quiet community, 
where the Ian's that protect human life are so seldom, violated, 
it is calculated to fill the public mind with horror and alarm. 
With such a crime the prisoner at the bar stands charged. 

There is no question here as to the degree of this homicide. 
The prisoner at the bar either did not kill Lassiter, or he is 
guilty of murder. He is either guilty of murder or he is not 
guilty at all. Counsel do not pretend, as much as they have 
sought to excite sympathy for the prisoner and indignation 
against the deceased, that there is any justification of the 
crime, or any circumstance that can possibly mitigate it to a 
lesser degree of homicide. No, gentlemen, all the abuse that 
has been poured out in such torrents on the deceased, all the 
talk of adultrouB intercourse, all the eloquent denunciations 
from the law of Moses, are foreign to every legitimate issua 
of this case. Although it is important to remark that by their 
course of argument the prisoner’s counsel have supplied for 
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Tis what they deny we have proved by the witnesses, a motive 
on the part of the prisoner for the commission of the murder ; 
yet it is proper for me to say that there is not the slightest 
proof made, or attempted to be made, that Lassiter ever had 
criminal intercourse with the prisoner’s wife. His counsel 
have suggested it, not as a defense, for they know it can not 
avail them, but with the sole object of operating on your sym- 
pathies and feelings. 

Now, gentlemen, what are the defenses which are set up 
and relied upon by the prisoner’s counsel? If I understand 
them, they are these: First, that the evidence, supposing it 
to be true, is not sufficient to warrant a conviction. Secondly, 
that it comes to us out of the mouths of perjured witnesses. 

If I have omitted any ground on which they rely, I wish 
them to state it now, as I do not desire to do them injustice. 
Having no other ground, they necessarily admit, and no logic 
can evade it, that their complaints of the State’s counsel, the 
cry of persecution they have raised, or th(5 indignation they 
have uttered here, all the denunciations they have thundered 
forth upon the people of Hyde, all the abuse and vilification 
of Lassiter, and the emphatic repetition and endorsement of 
the language of the prisoner that “he ought to have been shot 
and shooting was too good for him” — ^that all these things 
are not pertinent to the case and form no legitimate part of 
the prisoner’s defense. 

You have heard a great deal, gentlemen, during this trial 
— ^more, probably, than in all your lives before — ^about circum- 
stantial testimony and have heard read cases of the most 
affecting character, where juries rendered incorrect and mis- 
taken verdicts, based on such testimony. Many of these were 
read by the eloquent counsel who last addressed you with 
great ** discretion and emphasis.” It was from him the charge 
of humbug came. Gentlemen, I know what I say , and I know 
also under what responsibility I say it, when I tell you that 
there is not a respectable lawyer in North Carolina who, when 
he reads these cases for the purpose of operating on the minds 
of the jury and weakening their confidence in the force and 
effect of such evidence, does not laugh in his sleeve. I throw 



672 


YI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


the charge of humbug back upon him; let him digest it as 
he can. 

What is circuiqstantial evidence T It is the evidence of 
facts which, according to the course of human experience, 
usually, and almost invariably, accompany an act. It is (for 
the purpose of this case) the evidence of such facts as usually 
precede, follow and attend the commission of a crime and 
from which that crime (as the homicide here) may be in- 
ferred. 

We -are here met at once by the assertion that evidence of 
this kind is not to be acted on by a jury — ^that it must be, 
from its very nature, unsafe and unsatisfactory. Yet, gen- 
tlemen, we act upon it in all the affairs of life, in all our 
transactions with the world, with this difference: that it is 
not verified by an oath. And nothing is more common than 
cases of circumstantial evidence, both civil and criminal. All 
our courts constantly act on it. There is no administering 
the law, especially the criminal law,- there is no preserving the 
peace of society, there is no protecting of life and property, 
except by applying the rules of circumstantial evidence in 
courts of justice. If a man commits theft, he does it, not in 
the presence of his fellows. If he commits arson or burglary 
or robbery, he takes no witness with him to testify to the act. 
If he commits murder, if he coolly and deliberately plots 
the crime of blood, he seeks to perpetrate the crime where 
no eye can see him and where no human sagacity can follow 
his footsteps. How can he be detected or brought to answer 
to justice and the violated law except by administering the 
rules of circumstantial evidence! But I desire to set this 
whole matter at rest. I shall not read cases to shake your 
belief in either kind of evidence. Omniscience belongs only 
to Hod. We can not arrive at infallible truth in cmy verdict, 
whether based upon positive and direct or on circumstantial 
testimony. Infallibility belongs not to man, but only to a 
power infinite in all its attributes. We are compelled to put 
trust in human testimony, but can not be absolutely certain 
of our judgments. All the law requires is that you should be 
satisfied in your own minds beyond a reasonable doubt. Yon 
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nrast see that the facts and circumstances of the case are 
inconsistent with the innocence of - the accused. The law does 
not require, as prisoner’s counsel have told yon, that you must 
he satisfied beyond all possible doubt, for that you can not be 
from merely moral evidence of any kind. It is beyond a rea- 
sonable doubt. And what is thatf Not a trivial doubt; not 
a vague, floating, indistinct suspicion of the mind, but a sub- 
stantial doubt, such as men act on in the important affairs 
of life. This the law regards as a reasonable doubt. 

They have laid down another principle of law on this part 
of the case. They have told you that the circumstances must 
be so strong and cogent as to exclude every other possible 
hypothesis than that of the guilt of the prisoner. I deny 
that there is any such rule of law. The rule is that the cir- 
cumstances must be such as to exclude every other reason- 
able hypothesis.” 

But, gentlemen, Mr. Bryan has told you— complaining of 
the rules of the law, the benefit of which he invokes every 
day in the courts of justice — ^that this matter of circumstan- 
tial evidence is one of the most cunning inventions ever de- 
vised of men to take away human life, and that it has de- 
stroyed more than all else beside war ; and the sword, perhaps 
also pestilence and famine, must give place in destructive 
power to circumstantial evidence. But I wish to confront the 
gentleman’s assertion with authority. I wish to show him 
and to show you that there is one other device, one other off- 
spring of the human mind, one other engine, even of our 
courts of justice, that has taken away more lives (unjustly, 
I mean) at the bar of justice than this monstrous instrument 
of judicial murder. I read from the same authority : 


‘‘Nor es " any argument against the vali^ty and sufficiency of 
cireumstantial evidence, as a means of arriving at moral certainty, 
be drawn from the consideration that it has occasionally led to 
erroneous convictions, which does not equally apply as an objwtJon 
n painat the Validity and sufficiency of moral evident of every kind; 
and it is believed that a far gieatw number of 
have tairo" place in consequence of false and mistaken direct and 


* Wills on Cir. Ev. 
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positive testimony, than from erroneous inferences drawn from cir- 
cumstantial evidence.” 

"It is indispensable, however, under ei*eiy system to the very a- 
istence of society, that the tribunal should act upon dxcumstantial 
evidence.” 

I think I have cleared away some of the difficulties with 
which the prisoner’s counsel have sought to encumber the 
case. Let us now examine the testimony and see, in the first 
place, whether the prisoner had a motive. I have already 
remarked that in calling Lassiter an infamous wretch who 
had violated the prisoner’s bed, counsel had themselves ad- 
mitted and imputed a motive. So crooked and tortuous are 
the ways of guilt that even those who defend it seem inevi- 
tably to involve themselves in absurdities and contradictions. 
But apart, from this, the evidence itself discloses a motive. 
Let us go back to the beginning. 

In August the prisoner drove Lassiter from his house. A 
feud had sprung up between them. Whatever may have been 
its origin, I do not care, and it has nothing to do with the 
ease. The prisoner told him if he did not leave, he would 
make a hole through him as big as his arm. He left. Just 
before August court, and a few days after this, the prisoner 
is in conversation with Swindell about Lassiter and closes 
with this significant declaration: “A man might make him 
kill him.” What was he thinking of ? What was in his heart 
and mind f August court comes and he gets out a peace war- 
rant against Lassiter, stating at the time to Thomas Smith 
and Josiah Jarvis: ”It is God’s holy truth that that man 
and 1 can’t live in the same neighborhood together.” It is 
said by one of the prisoner’s counsel that these conversations 
are suspicions and ought to be received with great allowance. 
I will give the gentleman the consequences of his own argu- 
ment by and by. Shortly after August court, in the month 
of September, he goes to Pasquotank, where he had an ap- 
pointment to preach. He refuses there to perform his duties. 
He is dejected and troubled. The same passion is working 
in him and, as the witness Banks testified, Lassiter appears 
to be his trouble. “He would rather,” he said, “be dead 
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than alive.” A few days before the murder, in conversation 
with Tyson, who, I submit, has not been impeached, he said, 
in reply to Tyson’s declaration thfit he had never seen Las- 
siter: “If you never have seen him, it is likely you never 
will.” The next conversation is with Bartholomew SwindelL 
Although the counsel for the prisoner accuse him of perjury 
without even the shadow of evidence to sustain the charge, 
yet they do not deny the fact of the conversation at his boat 
on Rose Bay. This was during the week preceding the mur- 
der. After some remarks about his bears and his lake land, 
he said he wanted to get out of this infernal Lassiter scrape. 
And what was the next expression of this man who, they say, 
preached the gospel of the Son of God — who taught the re- 
quirements of God from man to man — ^who broke the bread 
of life — ^this holy man of a despised sect — ^what were his next 
words? “The infernal son of a bitch; he ought to be shot,, 
and shooting is too good for him.” What was he then think- 
ing of, only three or four days before the murder? So far 
as appears, he never mentioned the name of Lassiter without 
loading him with invective. He had not only a motive, not 
only malice and ill-will, but he had planned and plotted the 
very means and instrument by which to accomplish his death. 
“He ought to be shot, and shooting would be too good for 
him.” 

We thave thus, gentlemen of the jury, traced him down 
from before court in August, through the month of Septem- 
ber, to the time of the commission of the murder. On that 
day, a few hours before the act was perpetrated, the deceased, 
unable to endure any longer the prisoner’s slanderous impu- 
tations, caused to be served upon him a writ, claiming dam- 
ages to the amount of $2,000. Do you believe that when this 
writ was served it did not kindle up t^ fire of vengeance in 
his heart? He had been brooding over and nursing his mal- 
ice for months. Had this last act of the deceased no effect 
on his mind ? It is a most pregnant fact that this was on the 
very day of the murder. 

Gentlemen, this indictment has been pending for twelve 
months; the murder was committed more than one year ago. 
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The prisoner has been able to employ four as distingnished 
counsel as money can command in this part of North Caro* 
lina, and they have done their whole duty. Yet, in all this 
time, with all this array of counsel, with all his means and 
with all his friends, he has not been able to procure evidence 
enough to raise the shadow of a-suspecion that any, other man 
on the face of the earth had a motive for compassing Lassi- 
ter’s death. The prisoner at bar, then, had a motive. All 
he waited for was an opportunity, and an opportunity came. 
It came, as it always comes and always will come, to a deter- 
mined will. It came, as it always comes, to a fixed and set- 
tled purpose. It came, as it always comes, to the persevering 
passions of hatred and revenge. 

One of the prisoner’s counsel frankly admitted it was not 
impossible for him to commit the crime ; that is, to go through 
the woods in time to cut Lassiter off and kill him; but he 
took good care to retract the admission before he got through. 
But, before I take up the testimony of the witnesses on this 
part of the case, I wish to call your attention to one thing in 
regard to this map. There has been much talk of humbug. 
The counsel tell us the distance is two miles and an eighth 
from' Carawan’s through the woods to the two pines. Howt 
By a surveyed linet No. But they cunningly and insidi- 
ously get a State’s witness, while on the stand, to draw lines 
with large curves and then measure those lines. Why, they 
might, in this way, as easily have made the distance five miles 
as two. It is evident at a glance that the distance is less than 
by the road, for the road makes an angle. So much for the 
map. 

Now, what is the testimony of the witnesses f Lassiter 
started in the morning from Mason’s with the purpose of 
going to the lake to teach schooL He has the day before him. 
He saunters along, and at dinner time reaches Thomas Bridg- 
man’s. He leaves Bridgman’s after dinner, goes on to 
Brown’s, stops to talk with him five or ten minutes, then on 
to Qibbs’, where he stops twelve or fifteen minutes more. 
He has time to walk leisurely and time to stop and talk with 
everybody he meets. And he had no caose to haste, as 
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he could easily reach the lake before night. The prisoner 
left his house in twenty or twenty-five minutes after Lassiter 
passed. Now, how long would it take to go through the open 
woods to the lake and cut Lassiter off? On this part of the 
case, Bridgman’s testimony is good for nothing — honest 
though he may be — ^because he knows nothing about it. He 
has not been in the woods for three or four years and thinks 
a man would meet with many obstructions. Topping. Day 
and Swindell, who examined the woods in May last, all tes- 
tify that the way is open and that the cow paths are run- 
ning in every direction. Swindell thinks a man could go 
through at a rapid pace as soon as one could walk leisurely 
around the road, and Day says there are many open places 
where a man might run. George Jarvis — ^whom Mr. Bryan 
chooses to call a mink, but whom, though poor and in humble 
life, there is no reason to disbelieve, as they have not sought 
to impeach him, who is a hunter and woodsman and has been 
in those woods seven or eight times — says a man could go 
through from Cara wan’s to the two pines in three-quarters 
of an hour and to the school house in thirty minutes. Does 
he not know it? 

Now, gentlemen, what was the time? Lassiter starts from 
Bridgman’s, say, at three o’clock, saunters along, and three- 
quarters of an hour before sunset the gun is heard. Had not 
the prisoner ample time to get through those woods? Wliat 
was there to prevent him? He was a strong, athletic man 
and knew every foot of that ground. His own life depended 
on his exertion to get through and return as soon as possible. 
What can not such a man do in circumstances like these, es- 
pecially when impelled on, as the prisoner was, by the dead- 
liest purpose of vengeance? What will not a man do and 
suffer in shipwreck while life and property depend on his 
exertions? Yet the prisoner’s motives were stronger and 
more imperative; he was seeking, not only to gratify his 
revenge, but to save his own life. There is no limit to the 
endurance of a man in the pursuit of his foe. 

On this part of the case, I wish to say a little more, because 
great stress is laid upon it by the defense. Mr. Bodman said 
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that time was very important, and quoted a case* vrhere 
the prisoner’s life was saved by an accurate computa- 
tion of time. Bi)t in that case, the prisoner, if guilty, must 
have travelled upwards of three miles and three-quarters, 
had criminal intercourse with the deceased and committed 
the murder in twenty-five minutes. In that case also, the 
witnesses compared their time pieces the day after the occur- 
rence, and therefore testified, not from mere recollction, but 
with mathmatieal certainty. In this case, all the witnesses 
differ about the time, as they all speak merely from recollec- 
tion. How could it be otherwise than that they should differ? 
Suppose a man should pass through a thickly settled neigh- 
borhood, or through one of the streets of this town, at three 
o’clock today, and every man should see him, how many would 
tomorrow agree as to the time he passed, speaking merely 
from recollection? It is mere guess and conjecture and can 
be nothing more or leas. Hence, Sawyer, who thinks Lassi- 
ter passed Carawan’s at two o’clock, is as likely to be right 
as Bridgman, who thinks it was three o’clock. But, gentle- 
men, although the witnesses differ as to the time — and it 
would be strange, indeed, if they did not differ, under the cir- 
cumstances — still there can be no doubt that Lassiter dined 
at Bridgman’s that day; that he passed the prisoner’s house 
soon after on his way to the lake ; that he stopped on the way 
at Brown’s and Gibbs’; that he passed on towards the lake, 
that afterwards a gun was heard in that direction, and that 
Lassiter was shot on the right side and from that side of the 
road on which are the prisoner’s house and the woods. After- 
wards — and it is a most significant fact, gentlemen — ^the same 
kind of shot and the same mixture of shot were found in one 
barrel of the prisoner’s gun which were found in the body of 
Lassiter. All these, gentlemen, are facts which do not depend 
upon the testimony of Carawan Sawyer, whom they have at- 
tempted to impeach, and I ask you if they do not, taken in 
connection with his subsequent conduct, satisfy you that 
Cteorge W. Carawan, the prisoner at the bar. committed the 
murder with which he u charged? 


* Bex V. Thornton. 
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I have thus, gentlemen of the jury, shown you that the 
prisoner had both the motive and the opportunity to commit 
the act. It remains to inquire how we connect him more 
immediately with the fact of the homicide. I come to the 
testimony of Carawan Sawyer. The prisoner’s counsel tell 
you that this witness came here to swear away his uncle’s 
life for a few dollars. He testifies that shortly after Lassiter 
passed, the prisoner went to the woods, his wife following 
after him with his gun concealed under her apron. She 
stopped at the woods and returned without the gun. The 
prisoner went into the woods and did not return till sundown, 
and then without the gun. That night prisoner sent witness 
to Bell’s, and when he came back, some hours in the night, 
prisoner was not at home and, so far as he saw, his negro man 
was not there. Where he was gone no one knew but himself 
and God. The prisoner has not in any way attempted to 
account for his absence that night. Wednesday he took his 
hoe and went into the woods in the same direction he had 
taken on Monday. Saturday morning he sent witness to 
Moore’s for him to come to his house, and on witness’ return 
he told him that if he would swear prisoner was at home all 
day Monday, he would give him the best negro he had. That 
evening he ran away, telling witness as he was leaving: 
“They have found Lassiter, and if T stay here, I shall be 
hung.’’ Is that statement true or notT 

The witness, gentlemen, is a nephew of the prisoner and has 
been his apprentice for ten or twelve years. What motive had 
he to swear away his uncle’s lifeT There is no evidence of his 
having been drilled, no evidence that he has been under the 
tuition and control of the prisoner’s enemies, as his counsel 
charge. Do they say that Ira Topping, with whom he has 
lived since last April, has suborned him! They dare not 
charge it Can they put their finger on any man, can they 
Tmme the Ttiaw to whom they dare impute so horrible a crime 1 
No, gentlemen, they can not. How, then, do they impeach 
himT By calling witnesses as to his general character t No, 
that they knew they would fail in. But, by attempting to 
show that his statements, made in various conversations, do 


580 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


not exactly agree with each other and with his statements 
here. One of the prisoner’s counsel told you that those con- 
versations were suspicious, and in his opening speech that if 
any man proved a good character for Sawyer, you ought to 
suspect him. This is a most insidious way of attempting to 
impeach a witness — by asking him if he did not ^ have such 
a conversation with such a man at such a time and place. If 
he answers that he does not recollect it, Mr. Bryan proves it 
on him and counts that a perjury ; and this infamous wretch, 
this Judas Iscariot, has deffled his hands and damned his soul 
with the price of blood ! Am I talking to men or to boys who 
can be led away by denunciations like these f But see what 
they all amount to. The witness tells a tale probable on its 
face, and without hesitation. There is nothing in his appear- 
ance or in the character of his testimony to excite suspicion. 
He was one of the most important witnesses, and everybody 
in Hyde and the prisoner’s counsel knew it. Yet, notwith- 
standing the prisoner had his friends and spies to entrap him 
and get declarations from him whifeh would make against 
him ; notwithstanding he must have had hundreds of conver- 
sations on the subject, all they have been able to prove is slight 
variations in conversations with four witnesses only. These 
were not under oath, but come from the mouths of witnesses 
of fallible memories, and one of them (Mr. Moore) says his 
memory is very treacherous of late. 

Moore tells you that he read to the witness the first part of 
the prisoner’s note to himself and asked him if it was true 
that the prisoner was at home all day Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and the witness said it was. The witness does 
not recollect it and, according to Mr. Bryan, this is one per- 
jury, and the juiy is bound to disbelieve the witness. I ask 
if it is likely that the boy was in the habit of contradicting 
his master. He was under prisoner’s direction and control 
and knew it would not do to deny what he had stated. In the 
second conversation with Moore, which was just after the pris- 
oner had fied, he began to correct his first statement. He does 
not now recollect this and, according to Mr. Bryan, this is 
another perjury. In the third conversation, he wishes to set 
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himself right, but Moore reprimands him severely and pre- 
vents it. He becomes freer and freer every day, and when he 
is disentralled from the influence of the prisoner, he tells the 
whole truth. Bridgman, the next-door neighbor, and Top- 
ping, his friend, with whom he communicated freely, confirm 
his whole statement, except in a few particulars. The testi- 
mony of Israel Brooks is of no sort of importance, as he 
casually heard only a part of a conversation under circum- 
stances when it was natural that the witness should evade in- 
quiry and, what is very remarkable, although Brooks pre- 
tends to quote the very words of the witness, he has a most 
astonishing oblivion of the names of the persons who were 
present at the time. As to the statement before the Coroner’s 
inquest, the witness sufficiently explains that. And yet, ac- 
cording to the prisoner’s counsel, these discrepancies are so 
many rank and rotten perjuries. Why, gentlemen, counsel 
could string together a hundred perjuries against any man. 
I could in this way convict of perjury even the minister of 
the gospel who sits here before me.'® We find variations in 
the statements of the best of men, and it is impossible, in a 
long narrative often repeated, to observe a precise uniformity 
of statement. 

And now, gentlemen, how do wc support this witness f 
Why, out of the mouths of their own witnesses, called ex- 
pressly to impeach him. Topping and Thomas Bridgman, who 
know him best, both swear that he has a good character and 
is worthy of belief. Bridgman says he will tell the truth, but, 
*‘if bothered, he might make mistakes.” And, gentlemen, 
was he not ” bothered?” No witness was ever subjected to a 
more rigid cross-examination than he. No members of the 
bar ever saw a more studied or persevering attempt to entrap 
and confuse a witness. Yet out of all the smoke and flame 
through which he had to pass he came brighter than before, 
and all the denunciations and anathemas of counsel can not 
affect him. 

And how else do we support him? The prisoner, while in 

i®Eev. Mr. Geer was sitting in the bar. 
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Hyde jail, made application to his nephew, Green Bridgman, 
to get the boy to go away. On being told by Bridgman that 
he was his bondsman, the prisoner asked if the witness could 
be got to leave if the bond was paid. What does this meant 
They say he wanted to get the boy away from the prisoner’s 
enemies, but there is no evidence that he was with his enemies. 
What, then, does it mean, except that the prisoner was con- 
scious that the boy knew enough to convict him of the crime 
with which he had stained his hands, and he wanted to sup- 
press his testimony? What else is there, gentlemen? Look, 
gentlemen, on these letters written by the prisoner immedi- 
atly after he was put in Hyde jail. Mr. Bryan has read them 
to you very pathetically and has told you that there is not 
much in them after all — ^that they show a mind crazed and 
distracted by physical suffering. But if the prisoner at the 
bar was crazy when he wrote those letters, there was most 
remarkable “method in his madness.’’ What is the construc- 
tion to be put upon those letters, and what was their object? 
To get rid of this witness, and nothing else. How do they 
read? 

"Yon said you had boys that would do thus and thus.” — Do what? 

"If he will not leave, do otherwise. For God’s sake let it be done 
before court in February.” Let what he done? "If be will not 
leave by persuasion, he must be got rid of otherwise.” 

"You do not live in the neighborhood, therefore yon will not be 
suspected.” "Tell Reuben, etc., to try and get that foolish boy to 
leave, and, do you, my friend, go with him, and see that he is gone.” 
"I then should not be so crazy.” Was it confinement that made him 
crazy? No, gentlemen. If the witness was gone, "I then should not 
be so crazy.” It was a knowledge that Carawan Sawyer knew he 
was guilty of the crime, which made him crazy. 

"If yon try among the people there can be over $1,000 made up 
directly.” Made up for what? Why, to get the witness out of the 
way. 

"Five hundred dollars will hire him to leave, no doubt of it. I 
have directed Mary to pay $500. Make up $1,000 if needed, for 
God’s sake! 

“Tell her (Mary) to be careful for they are going to have her 
sworn. Caution her to be on the watch, and not to talk to any on 
the subject and not to suffer them to question her, and if they' try, 
let her answer to this. Let that be done on the trial — and stop right 
there.” He knew that his wife also knew enough to convict Mm, 
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but did not know that the law would permit her to give testi- 
mony against him. 

“Be sure and do the main thing, to put aside that evidence by 
hook and crook.” That was the main thing — that was the purpose 
of writing these letters — to get rid of the witness by fair means if 
he could, but, at any rate, by means either fair or foul. He must be 
got rid of “by hook or by crook.” 

We introduce these letters, gentlemen, not simply to sup- 
port the testimony of Carawan Sawyer, but as a distinct and 
substantial fact which goes to prove the guilt of the prisoner. 
The suppression of important testimony is always indicative 
of guilt. They have talked about bribery. They have told you 
that this witness, who could get $500 or $1,000 from the pris- 
oner at the bar for leaving the county, yet, so prone is he to 
perjury, so deep is his malice, that at the instigation of his 
enemies, he came here to swear away the prisoner’s life for 
the paltry pittance of ten dollars! My God! Am I talking 
to men f Gentlemen, if there were any testimony to impeach 
the boy. Sawyer, these letters support him with more strength 
and more emphasis than if the whole county of Hyde were 
here as one man to testify that he is worthy of belief. If the 
boy was perjured, if false in his statements heretofore and 
false now, if he did not know the facts to which he deposes, 
the prisoner knew, if innocent, that the mystery which at- 
tended the murder of Lassiter would be cleared up and that 
perjury could not stand between him and justice. No, gen- 
tlemen, he knew he was guilty of that murder; he knew the 
boy. Sawyer, knew it ; hence, his anxiety to get rid of him by 
hook or by crook. 

Let us now inquire, gentlemen, what was the conduct of 
the prisoner during the week succeeding the fatal Monday? 
On that day he got back to his house as soon as possible in 
order to be able to account for himself. He stays at home all 
day Tuesday for the same purpose. Between Monday and 
Tuesday he had changed his dress. The witness (Swindell) 
who testifies to this is called another perjured witness because 
he could not recollect what dress any other man had on whom 
he saw that day. It is not strange that he should remember 
the fact when it is known that in less than a week afterward 



584 


TL AMEmCAN STATE TRIALS. 


Lassiter was ascertained to have been killed on Monday and 
the prisoner had run away. See on what foundation they 
accuse witness^ of perjury! Wednesday he goes into the 
woods carrying a hoe in the same direction he took on Monday 
and was gone several hours. Mark you, gentlemen, Lassiter 
was murdered on Monday and buried on Wednesday. Thus, 
much of the prisoner’s work was performed. Thursday he 
goes down to the lake to account for Lassiter — asks Day if he 
had heard anything of Lassiter that week and tells him that 
his folks had seen Lassiter pass his house on Monday with his 
clothes bag full of clothes and, says the prisoner, “lam think- 
ing he has cut off.** “Oh, no,** says Day; “I reckon he is 
down on the lake at Topping’s or McGtowan’s.** “No,** an- 
swers the prisoner, “I am thinking he has cut out.** Bear in 
mind, gentlemen, that this is the first time it was intimated 
by any one that Lassiter was missing. The people on Bose 
Bay supposed he was at the lake, and the people at the lake 
supposed he was still at the Bay. What was, then, the pris- 
oner’s purpose! To suggest to the public mind, through his 
friend. Day, what the public mind had not suggested to itself, 
namely, that Lassiter had run away. He did not want any 
inquiiy or search for him in Hyde County. Now, gentlemen, 
take this conversation with Day in connection with the con- 
versation with Simmons. Two of the prisoner’s counsel did 
not think proper to notice it, and the other passed over it with 
most commendable haste. Simmons was a reluctant witness 
for the State. He saw the prisoner on Friday night and told 
him the news that Lassiter was missing. The prisoner replied : 
“It is strange news to me.** On Tuesday he tells Day that 
Lassiter had cut out, and on Friday he tells Simmons he knew 
nothing about it — ^“it was strange news to him.** How, gen- 
tlemen, are these contradictory falsehoods to be accounted 
for! On Saturday the prisoner asked Simmons what the 
people thought of it. Witness replied that the people thought 
Lassiter was destroyed. The prisoner then asked: “Who do 
you think they will accuse of it!** Witness answered : “i?rom 
all I can gather, I think they will accuse you of it.** What 
does the prisoner say when informed of a (^arge of that char- 
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acter? Not one word! Is this the conduct of an innocent 
man, to manifest no surprise, to make no protestations of in- 
nocence, when told that he was charged with murder? He 
did not seek any explanation, but passed it over without a 
syllable in reply. Gentlemen, it demands explanation. Let 
his counsel give it if they can, or any hypothesis consistent 
with his innocence. 

On Saturday also he states to Moore that he expected to 
be accused of the murder, but that he was at home all day 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. If he was an innocent 
man, if he was wrongfully accused, why did he feel the neces- 
sity of accounting for himself on those days? Why, unless 
those were the very days he had employed in committing the 
crime and concealing all traces of it? None but he knew with 
certainty that Lassiter had been murdered on Monday; none 
but he knew that the work of burying the body was consum- 
mated on Wednesday. Is not such conduct consistent, and 
consistent only with a guilty knowledge of the crime? There 
is no room for doubt. But if there was, it must be entirely 
removed by what took place in the evening of that day, Moore 
goes to his house and carries him the intelligence, which he 
had heard on his way, that the body had been discovered. 
The prisoner immediately flies, passes out of Hyde, through 
Beaufort County, God knows where, attempting, as he leaves, 
to bribe the witness Sawyer to swear to the very statement he 
had made to Moore. And when two months after he returned, 
he returned secretly in the night and with no purpose of seek- 
ing an investigation or surrendering himself to justice. 

Let us consider the time and manner of his flight. He stays 
at home on the night of the fatal Monday and is safe. On 
Tuesday he remains at home and is safe. Wednesday, Thurs- 
day and Friday he remains at home and is secure, believing 
that the precautions he had used had concealed the body of 
his victim from mortal sight and precluded all chance of dis- 
covery. He knew too well that, however strongly suspicion 
might fasten on him, however many might believe that Lassi- 
ter had fallen by his hand, the possibility that the deceased 
had left the county without being heard of would protect him, 
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and that he could not be convicted of murder until the body 
was found. It is a humane rule of the law not to convict for 
homicide unless the body is found, or at least most satisfac- 
torily accounted for. But on Saturday he hears that the body 
is found, and he instantly resolves on a secret flight. Ah! 
gentlemen, he felt he was safe no longer. WhyT Why was 
it that he fled then but that he saw the mangled and bleeding 
body of his victim, and even his very garments stained and 
stiff with his heart’s blood, rising up before his sight to tes- 
itfy. against him? 

The discovery of the body added the last fatal link to the 
chain of circumstances which surrounded him. There was 
no chance of escape but flight, and his flight was a confession 
of the murder. It was a choice between the felon’s reward 
and the miserable life he might prolong if he escaped. On 
Friday and Saturday, during the progress of the search, he 
was uneasy and restless, but up to the time of finding the body 
he had preserved his usual appearance as far as a guilty man 
is able. His strong, thick-set muscular frame, his firm and 
steady nerve and his evident power of will enable him par- 
tially to control and conceal his emotions. But that fact un- 
mans him and, in the language of the witness, he becomes 
"as white as ashes” and exclaims, "I must go away or I shall 
be hung.” He becomes a coward and flies from justice. Noth- 
ing could have wrought such a change but the consciousness 
that his guilt was now apparent to the world. 

It seems, gentlemen, that the conduct of the guilty man is 
always certain to bear witness against him. He feels that 
there is blood on his hands which nothing will wash out; the 
fatal instrument is present to his sight; the consciousness of 
guilt is ever with him, and he can not act as if he knew and 
felt it not. It is true — Gk>d, in His Providence, in the creation 
of man, in endowing him with a moral sense, has made it true 
— that 

Murder, though it hath no tongue 

Yet speaks with most miraculous organ. 

I have thus, gentlemen of the jury, reviewed the testimony 
in this case, and I think you can hardly fail to be satisfied 
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beyond all reasonable doubt of the prisoner’s guilt. If you 
are thus satisfied, your duty is plain. I know that the pris- 
oner’s counsel have appealed to yon with all their energy and 
eloquence to remember his grey Hairs, to respect the short 
remnant of his days, to regard his wife and children and to 
show mercy. If, gentlemen, it were your province to be mer- 
ciful, I ask: Is the prisoner deserving of mercy T What 
mercy was in his heart, what sentiment of compassion was 
there, when on the public highway he coolly and deliberately 
took the life of his fellow-man 1 

That mercy I to others show. 

That mercy show to me. 

is all he can ask at the hands of this jury, who are now to try 
him, or at the hands of that God who shall try him hereafter. 

Gentlemen, those connected with the prisoner at the bar 
deserve the sympathy of us all. But has it come to this, that, 
in a court of justice, your sympathies are to he invoked in 
behalf of crime? Has it come to this, that you must forget 
that you are ministers of the law; that you must disregard 
your oaths and let guilt go unpunished because you have sym- 
pathy with the guilty? Recollect, gentlemen, that sympathy 
is iriitafaVATi and false when it cajoles us into a neglect of duty ; 
that it is unjust to itself when it countenances crime ; that it 
is dangerous and criminal when it seals up the fountains of 
justice and thwarts the administration of the law. 'There is 
no room for sympathy. But if justice permits it ; if it is re- 
quired by right reason; if it is required by any imperative 
law of our being, let it be directed in the proper channel. Let 
it be in behalf of the dead, who was untimely cut off. Let it 
be in behalf of him who was butchered cruelly and 
without remorse. There is perhaps within the limits of this 
State, and within a day’s journey of us, a bereaved family 
who mourn a son and brother, fallen, not by the hand of dis- 
ease, not on the bed of sickness soothed by the consolation of 
friends, but by the hand of violence, sent before his time, and 
perhaps unprepared, into the presence of his G^. ^t your 
sympathies be for them, and not for him who has desolated 
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their house and made them to sorrow all their days. Let them 
not be for him whose hand is red with the blood of his fellow- 
man, whose heart is black with the deepest dye of human guilt. 

Oentlemen, this is a case of no usual interest. Excitement 
has died away, but it has left in the public mind much of 
anxiety and apprehension. Men wish to know wlmther justice 
is to be meted out in its appointed tribunals. They wish to 
know whether the law is to be triumphant — whether it is to 
be administered in such a manner as to afford, as it was de- 
signed to afford, protection to human life. They wish to know 
whether the violation of the law is to meet its reward or 
whether the criminal is to be allowed to gorge himself with 
blood and yet, through the instrumentality of a jury of his 
countrymen, go “unwhipped of justice.” I ask no verdict 
at your hands unless it comes from a well-settled conviction 
of the prisoner’s guilt. But if you are satisfied beyond a 
reasonable doubt — of that each one of you is to consider for 
himself on his own oath and conscience, for the case of State 
V. Ephriam has no application here — ^then I do ask it in the 
name of the law and of justice. I ask it in the name of all 
who have lives to be protected or interests to be advanced by 
the support and enforcement of the laws. 

Gentlemen, it is said that a sense of duty performed or of 
duly neglected and disregarded follows us everywhere and 
always ; that we can not escape from it without escaping from 
ourselves. Your action in this case, therefore, is important to 
yourselves. . The events of this trial and your own final ver- 
dict in the ease will be with you in memory both here and here- 
after as a source of gratification and joy or of misery and 
sorrow, according as yon shall have performed your duty. I 
trust you will so perform it as to satisfy both your own con- 
sciences and the claims of public justice. 

THE CHARGE TO THE JURY. 

Judge Baoet. You have been patiently engaged mx days 
in the trial of this case. You have heard the evidence for 
the State and for the prisoner and the arguments of counsel. 
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and it now becomes my duty to call your attention to the 
points of law raised on both sides and to give you in charge 
the law bearing on the case and the application of it. There 
are two plain principles of law, with which you are probably 
familiar. The first is that where a homicide has been com- 
mitted and nothing to the contrary appears, it is presumed to 
have been done with malice. The other is that he who is 
charged with the commission of crime is presumed to be inno- 
cent until the contrary appears. It may be proper to men- 
tion here that, though there be excitement out of doors and 
in the court room attending the trial of this cause, yet you 
and I are not to be affected by its infiuence and must try the 
prisoner at the bar as if we had never heard of the offense 
nor of his case before. If you have learned anything other 
than what you have learned upon the trial, the Court charges 
you that you must banish it from your minds. In this case, 
as in all others, you must be governed by the law and the 
testimony. 

Murder, gentlemen of the jury, is the highest offense which 
one man can commit on the person of another. It is the tak- 
ing away the life of a fellow being with malice aforethought, 
and it forfeits the life of the criminal. It is not pretended 
on either side that the crime charged to have been committed 
by the prisoner is less than murder. It must be murder or 
it can be nothing. You have been told that this is a case rest- 
ing, not upon positive, but on circumstantial testimony. 
When that is the case, it is always necessary for the prosecut- 
ing ofiicer to form a certain theory or hypothesis, and he must 
introduce testimony to prove that hypothesis to be true. Not 
that the facts can be proved by an eye-witness, but that cir- 
cumstances must be shown from which the facts can be de- 
duced. ' 

I shall not, at this late hour, gentlemen of the jury, attempt 
to sum up the mass of the testimony. Twenty-five or thirty 
witnesses have been examined on the part of the State and 
two or three by the prisoner. You have heard the testimony 
fully commented on by both sides. 

The State inrists, gentlemen of the jury, that the suppou- 
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tion or hypothesis made by the Solicitor in his opening argu- 
ment has been sustained by the proofs. Are you satisfied of 
thist Does the proof correspond with and sustain the hypoth- 
esis f This is the grand inquiry to be le't to your consider- 
ation. 

As this is a case resting upon circumstantial -testimony, it 
is but right that I should make some explanation of the terms 
“circumstantial*’ and “direct.” When a thing is proved by 
the evidence of one who knew the fact deposed to, the evidence 
is said to be direct, because it bears directly upon the subject 
of inquiry. But when there is no direct proof of the subject 
in dispute, but so many circumstances pointing in that direc- 
tion are connected together that we are forced to draw the 
conclusion that a given propositon is true, then the evidence 
is said to be circumstantial. In other words, if a witness be 
called who is faithworthy and he testifies that he saw a fact, 
his evidence is direct. If, however, he says that he did not 
see it, but details a series of circumstances leading to the 
formation of a certain hypothesis as to its truth so forcible 
as to exclude every other reasonable hypothesis, then this evi- 
dence is circumstantial. This is the difference between the 
two. In one respect, there is no difference, for both lead to the 
same conclusion. If circumstances produce convictions so as 
not to leave a reasonable doubt as to the truth of the hypothe- 
sis, then we are under the same obligation to believe it as 
if sworn to by an eye-witness. 

But there are certain rules which ought to govern us in 
drawing conclusions resting on circumstantial evidence. There 
are four rules to which the Court requires you to pay special 
attention : First, the circumstances must be fully established. 
Second, all the facts must be consistent with the hypothesis. 
Third, the circumstances must be of a conclusive nature and 
tendency. Fourth, they must, to a moral certainty, exdude 
every other hypothesis but the one proposed. Not that they 
must exclude every other possible hypothesis, as contraded 
by the gentleman who last addressed yon on behalf of the 
prisoner, but the circumstances must be of such a conclusive 
nature that you can not form any other reasonable one. If 
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the prisoner can show a reasonable hypothesis, consistent with 
the facts and his innocence, then there is no necessity to de- 
tain you further. But if you are satisfied by the testimony 
in the cause that the deceased was murdered by the prisoner, 
the Court charges you that it is your duty to find him guilty 
of the crime of murder; and it is totally immaterial whether 
he was prompted by malice or revenge. The prisoner’s com- 
plaint of wrong can neither excuse nor palliate the crime. 
For, if the deceased was going along the road and the prisoner 
got ahead of him and shot him, it is totally immaterial what 
had occurred between the parties at the prisoner’s house. He 
is guilty of murder unless the contrary can be shown by the 
prisoner. If, when you retire and weigh the cirenmatanees, 
you should have no reasonable doubt of the prisoner’s guilt, 
you ought not to hesitate to perform your duty. Then? are 
rights belonging to the State in which you live, as well as to 
the prisoner, and you ought not to hesitate, if satisfied of his 
guilt, to convict him. 

But the defendant says on his arraignment that he is not 
guilty. And if his guilt has not been made out here, he is not 
guilty. For that which does not appear does not exist. 

In the first place, it ks insisted in behalf of the prisoner that 
if all the te8timon,y adduced on the part of the State be true, 
you can not convict him, for, according to the testimony, a 
part of the hypothesis could not have been aeeomi>li8hed. That 
at all events, it is not probable that the prisoner could have 
gone through the woods with a gun, murdered his victim, dis- 
posed of his body and returned within the time deposed to. 
And that of two periods of time spoken of, if one be favor- 
able and the other unfavorable to the prisoner, the 
Court must charge you which period to select, and 
that you are in law bound to adopt as true that time 
which makes for the prisoner, and not that which makes 
against him. That if you consider the time as deposed to and 
be governed by this rule, it is utterly impossible, or at most 
highly improbable, that the prisoner could in this time have 
gone from home, committed the act and returned. Now, gen- 
tlemen of the jury, it is true that if you should be called to 
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decide between two fixed periods of time, one of which is im> 
portant, then the rule must be to adopt not only the most char- 
itable, but the mbst reasonable construction. If the question 
of time is nicely suspended in a balance so that the jury can 
not tell to which side the weight of evidence preponderates, 
then they must adopt that period which is most favorable to 
the prisoner, and not that which is against him. But if the 
jury should be satisfied as to the time, this rule will not apply. 
Secondly, that if the jury should be satisfied that the prisoner 
could have done the deed within the time deposed to and re- 
turned to his house at a half hour by sun, then the defendant 
says the prosecution must fail, because it is propped up and 
sustained by the witness Carawan Sawyer, who is called the 
main witness, and who is unworthy of belief. That, although, 
in part of his testimony, he had told the truth, he is not to be 
credited if in other parts of his testimony he has told false- 
hoods and told them here on the stand. The prisoner’s counsel 
claims that they have a right to have the testimony of this wit- 
ness set aside by a stubborn rule of law that if the witness is 
false in one particular, he is false in all ; that this is the rule, 
and the jury has no right to discriminate between what is 
true and what is false. It is insisted here that the witness has 
committed perjury on the stand. If this be so, gentlemen of 
the jury, you must discard the whole of his testimony from 
your minds. 

Another principle of law has been raised by the prisoner’s 
counsel and is not denied on the other side. It is that “cir- 
cumstantial testimony must not be inferior to that derived 
from the testimony of one creditable witness.’’ 

You will not convict, gentlemen of the jury, on the testi- 
mony of a single tainted witness. If the matter goes only to 
his discredit, to his bad character, if his statements out of 
doors differ from his statements on the stand, the jury will 
consider the testimony and give it that weight which it de- 
serves. But, if on the stand in questions pertinent to the ijssue, 
he should deny a particular thing or say that he did not remem- 
ber when he did remember and the denial is conhipt, then 
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the witness is guilty of perjury, and the rule is that you must 
set the whole aside. 

Gentlemen of the jury, the caiise is submitted to you. Re- 
tire to your room and make up your verdict. If you are satis- 
fied beyond a reasonable doubt that the prisoner at the bar 
is guilty of the crime charged against him, you must find him 
guilty ; if not satisfied of his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, 
you must find him not guilty.'^ 

THE VERDICT. 

November 30. 

At 8:30 a. m. the Jury entered the courtroom and took their seats 
in the jury box. Judge Bailey shortly after took his seat on the 
bench and ordered the prisoner to be brought into court. The pris- 
oner was brought in, in custody of the jailer and deputy sheriff, ac- 
companied by his wife and three children. His Honor instructed 
the clerk to call the jurors by name and ask them if they had agreed 
upon a verdict. They all answered to their names and replied that 
they had agreed. 

The Clerk. Who shall say for youf Benjamin Patrick, the fore- 
man. 

The Cleric. George Washington Carawan, hold up your right 
hand. The prisoner rose, and looked calmly upon the foreman of 
the jury. 

The Clerk. Look upon the prisoner, you that have been sworn; 
what say you — is he guilty of the felony whereof he stands indicted 
or not guilty? 

Mr. Patrick (the foreman). Chiilty. 

The Prisoner took his seat without moving a muscle, and bending 
over whispered to Mr. Satterihwaile. 

Mr. Bryan complained to the Court that the verdict had been 
taken before all the prisoner’s counsel had arrived, and asked that 
the jury be polled. 

The Judge said that Mr. Satterthwaite had been in attendance and 
that the verdict had been rendered. 

Mr. Bryan insisted that it was a right which the prisoner was en- 
titled to, as the verdict had not been recorded. 

The Judge ordered the jury to be polled. ^ 

The Clerk called each juror by name,, and asked him, “Guilty or 
Not Guilty?” The prisoner fixed his gaze intently on each juror 
as he responded to the question, “Guilty.” 

The Clerk. Gentlemen of the jury, hearken to your verdict, as 
the Court has recorded it. You say that George Washington Cara- 

« The Judge first charged the Jury that they must reject entirely 
the testimony of Sawyer. He called them back after they had re- 
tired to correct this. 
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wan is guilty of the felony and murder whereof he stands indicted. 
So say you all. 

The Judge. Gentlemen of the jury you are discharged. 

While (he Clerk was reading the verdict of the jury the prisoner, 
who still looked calm, was observed with great deliberation, to un- 
button his vest and open his shirt bosom, but his countenance be- 
traying no evil purpose, the movement excited no suspicion. 

The Judge. The court will take a recess of an hour. 

As the Judge announced the recess the prisoner drew a single- 
barreled, self-cocking j)istol, rose from his seat in a half-standing 
posture, leaned forward, thrusting his arm between the heads of 
Messrs. Bryan and Satterthwaite, took deliberate aim at Mr. Warren 
(who, witli Mr. Solicitor Stevenson, was standing six feet in front 
of him), and fired. The ball struck just above the heart, and pass- 
ing through the lapel of his coat and cutting the cloth on the breast 
struck the ]>adding, and fell to the fioor. 

The jirisoner dropped this pistol and instantly taking another 
applied it to liis toiiiple. Mr. Hinton, deputy sheriff, seized his arm, 
and pulled it down to the railing of the box, but could get it no 
further. During this struggle the prisoner, with great coolness, 
leaned his head against the muzzle of the pistol and fired, the ball 
entering the right side of the skull considerably behind and some- 
what above the ear, and traversing the brain until it lodged just 
over the left eye. The prisoner dropped on his seat, his head fallen 
upon his bosom, bleeding profusely. He died in a few minutes. 

THE PRISONER’S LAST NIGHT. 

After the Judge had concluded his first charge to the jury, the 
prisoner was highly elated with the idea of a speedy acquittal. On 
being remanded to jail, he told his wife that the jury would acquit 
him, and he intended to go to Hyde County the next morning in the 
steamboat. She told him that he was not pre|>ared to go, but that 
she would go home and get him some clean shirts to take with him. 

After the Judge had charged the jury a second time as to the 
weight due the testimony of (-arawan Sawyer, tlie ])rincipal witness, 
the prisoner was greatly dejected. He declard from that moment 
that the jury would convict him, and acted according to this belief 
up to the moment of his death. On being taken from the dungeon 
to the room above to be locked up for (he night, he told his wife and 
children that he wished them to stay with him. Said he, “I shall be 
condemned tomorrow and then they will fasten me up in this place 
and you will never be permitted to see me again until I am taken 
out to be hung.” On first entering the dungeon, while the jailor was 
present, he remarked that it was not worth while for him to take off 
his clothes, as he could not sleep. He did take off his coat, however, 
and hung it on the bedstead. After the jailor left and the children 
had been put to bed, he undressed and lay down for awhile, then 
rose again, saying he could not sleep. He sat up and walked the 



REVEREND GEORGE ^Y. CARAWAN 696 


floor nearly all night, conversing with his wife and giving her direc- 
tions about the management of his affairs. In the morning, be was 
taken from the dungeon, and conducted again to the room in the 
story above. While there, he calmly shaved himself and ate a hearty 
breakfast. He manifest^ great concern to know wiint the verdict 
would be, and went several times to the grates of his window, to in- 
quire from passers in the street. At one time he called a gentleman, 
a citizen of Washington, with whom he was well acquainted, and re- 
quested him to go to tlie hotel where the jury had slept and inquire 
what the verdict was, and then come and let him know. This gentle- 
man did not return, and this gave him great uneasiness. Before 
leaving the jail, be wrote something on a slip of paper (which lias 
never been found), and delivering the inkstand and his spectacles to 
his wife, told her to put them away and be careful not to spill the 
ink. When she turned from him to put away these things, he had 
the slip of paper folded between his fingers. It has never been seen 
since. On leaving the prison to hear the verdict, he said good-bye 
to the negroes and other prisoners, saying that they would never see 
him again. He shook the jailer’s wife by the hand and bade her 
fareivell; and when be entered the street be was in tears. These 
were soon dried, and he entered the court room calm and undaunted. 


THE CONFESSION OF CARAWAN’S NEGRO SERVANT. 

Carawaii had a favorite slave uanicd Selli, in whom he placed 
great confidence. This boy assisted his master in burying the body 
of Lassiter. But by the laws of North (’aroliiia, as of all tlie slave- 
holding States, a negro could not be a witness against a white man. 
After the death of Carawan the negro’s confession was published 
and is as follows : 

On Monday night, just before dark (the day Lassiter was mur- 
dered), while Seth was feeding the horses in the stable, his master 
came to him and told him he wanted him to take an oath to keep a 
secret that he was going to tell him, and made him take the oath. 
He told him that he had killed Lassiter, and that he must go and 
help him bury the body; to get a pair of leading lines (such as lie 
used to guide the horses in ]»loughing), and go with him down on 
the turnpike. The boy got the lines; but, as tliey were ahont to 
start, he asked his master if he was going 1o leave ( arawan Sa^’cr, 
and a free negro boy, who was then living with Carawan at home 
whilst they were gonef Carawan answe«*d that he was ^ot; and 
then went* to the house and sent Sawyer I, 

as stated during the trial. When they got to i'"™: 

wan took a strong rail from a fence, 8"^ when they got ^ 

pines, Carawan led the way a few yards into the “"J 

lay the body of Lassiter. The coat ^ ^ 

^ STJs si'” si 
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dead bush, which broke down under his foot. The noise attracting 
Lassiter’s attention, he turned partly round and saw him. He cried 
out, ^^0 Ood!” and felL He rose straight up again, but fell in- 
stantly. Carawan sprang into the road, seized the body and threw 
it into the bushes, and then with his hand scraped up the blood 
in the road, and easting it into the ditch, threw some pieces of 
juniper wood upon it. He then went to the body and dragged it 
farther off from the road, took off the coat, doubled it up and laid 
the body upon it, so that the coat was directly under the wounds. 

The first thing Carawan and the negro did was to put the coat 
on the body. They tied him to the rail and first attempted to take 
him through the woods direct from the pines to the spot back of the 
Yankee field selected by Carawan for the burying place. In the 
darkness they found it impracticable to go through that way. They 
accordingly took the body up the turnpike to the east end of the 
Yankee field, and then carried it into the woods. They had much 
difficulty and fell with the body several times. On such occasions 
Carawan would fiy into a passion, and kick both the negro and the 
body, sometimes stamping the latter. When they reached the spot 
where Carawan had previously fixed upon, they laid the body down, 
untied it, and prepared to bury it. Carawan first cut the turf with 
a knife, took it off and laid it aside, the negro helping as he was 
wanted. They then commenced digging the grave with sticks, taking 
the dirt out with their hands and putting it into their hats and then 
throwing it into the woods. They did this in order to leave no dirt 
above the grave. Finding this process difficult and tedious, Cara- 
wan ordered the negro to go to the house and get a hoe. He said he 
was afraid to go. Carawan insisted, and the negro started, conclud- 
ing in his own mind to go to the neighbors and betray him. But 
before he had gone fifty yards Carawan called him back. They then 
put the body as well as they could into the hole they had partially 
dug, and covering it over temporarily urith the turf, left it and 
went home, taking the rail and line with them. On Wednesday, 
which was a rainy day, Carawan went out alone with a hoe, and 
completed the work of burial. 

The negro said that as soon as the body of Lassiter was found, 
Carawan came into the woods, where he and Sawyer were cutting 
wood, and told them that Lassiter was found, and he was going 
away, as he would be hung if he stayed there — that he should send 
for his family, and wanted Sawyer to come with them. He then 
took the negro with him to the turnpike and told him to go up on the 
road, and see if anybody was in sight either way. On his reporting 
there was no one, Carawan crossed the canal, and the negro saw no 
more of him, till he came back from Tennessee. He was constantly 
on the lookout for his return. He was afraid if Carawan came 
back and caught him he would kill him. He saw some one cross the 
yard and go into the house, and as soon as he became satisfied it was 
Carawan he ran with all his might to one of the neighbors and told 
him his master had come back. 



THE TRIAL OP STEPHEN MERRILL CLARK FOR 
ARSON, SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS. 1821. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

In the town of Newburyport, Massachusetts, in the sum- 
mer of 1820 there had been a series of incendiary fires, so 
that when between two and three o’clock on the mornings of 
August 19, while the ruins of a building, set afire the night 
before, were still smoking, the inhabitants were alarmed by 
the renewal of the fearful outcry, which had so often broken 
the silence and slumbers of midnight, it recalled them to all 
the horrors of that remorseless element, to which their habi- 
tations and property seemed to have been doomed a prey. 
The fire began in a stable, then spread to a dwelling in which 
a whole family were asleep and with great difficulty escaped 
with their lives. There were destroyed in a few hours, three 
dwelling houses and six other valuable buildings, with most 
of their contents, and a number of persons were put in im- 
minent hazard of perishing in the flames. 

A boy only sixteen years of age named Stephen Clark' was 

^ Stephen Mekkell Clark, a younger son of Moses Clark, of 
Newburyport, was born in that town August 20, 1804. At an early 
age he betrayed a stubborn and refractory spirit, often too turbulent 
for control. As he advanced in years it became more and more vis- 
ible that mischief was his element, and falsehood and profanity be- 
came so habitual to him that a lie, or an oatli were usually on his 
tongue, and the most vulgar insolence and abuse to his superiors 
were his characteristic traits. At the age of 14, he was brought before 
a magistrate for an assault and battery committed upon an old man. 
In petty thefts he was frequently detected, and was also suspected 
of much more heineous depredations, as he often showed^ sums of 
money to an amount far beyond any honest means of obtaining them, 
which he was known to possess. At the age of 13 he was placed in 
the service of his brother to learn the trade of a baker; but was 
shortly sent away on account of his bad conduct. He was then 
apprenticed to learn the trade of a cooper; but after three weeks* 
gross misconduct and several thefts from his master, he absconded. 
From this time for several years he loitered about the streets without 
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suspected, mainly because of his bad reputation and the fact 
that he was an associate of a profligate female of the town, 
but after an examination, his father having sworn that he 
was at home in bed with him at the time, he was discharged 
from custody. To get him away from his associations he 
was sent to Maine to look for emplojrment. But he. did not get 
any; he came back very soon and was again lodged in jail. 
Within the same walls was cpnflned the wanton Hannah 
Downes, to whom he smuggled a note telling her that he had 
started the flres. She immediately informed the authorities 
and told them also that he had confessed his crime to her the 
day after, and before he was arrested the flrst time. 

He was tried for arson before three of the Supreme Court 
Judges at Salem in October, 1821. It was proved that he had 
admitted his guilt not only to Hannah Downes but to several 
others who had visited him while in jail. And it was shown 
that on his examination before the magistrate while he at 
flrst denied his guilt, yet upon being apprised of the woman’s 
testimony he voluntarily and fully confessed, after he had 
been told that the punishment of the crime was death ; that 
he was not bound to criminate himself and that whatever he 
said would be given in evidence against him at the trial. His 
counsel tried to establish an altbi, but it was rejected by the 
jury ; he was found guilty and a month later was hanged. 

Before his execution he made a written confession in which 
he charged that Hannah Downes persuaded him to set the 
flres ; that he had no other accomplice .and that what he did 
was done on her account. 

employment or restraint; and spent his time in vile company and 
wanton mischief, insulting all who rebuked him for his conduct with 
the most hardy insolence. Thus abandoned to vice and profligacy, 
his unfortunate father, who had been unable to reclaim or restrain 
him, fearing that he was ''fatally bent on mischief,” applied to the 
selectmen, a few days before the fire, which brought him to the 
scaffold, to confine him; and upon their declining to interfere, he was 
compelled to make a formal complaint before a magistrate, and took 
out a warrant to arrest him; but upon a show of penitence and 
promise of amendment, he directed the officer not to serve the war- 
rant at that time; and it was reserved tn terrorem, "Account of 
life of Stephen M. Clark.” Post, p. 599. 
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THE TRIAL.2 

In the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachuselts, Salem, 
October^ 182L 

Hon. Isaac Parker , Chief Just ice • 

Hon. George Thacher/ I 
Hon. Samuel Putnam/* I 
Hon. Samuel S. Wilde/ j 

February 14. 

Stephen Merrill Clark, a minor, aged sixteen, was set at 
the bar under an indictment charging him witli having at the 
town of Newburyport, Massachusetts, set on fire a stable, and 
that thereby *‘the dwelling house of Andrew Prothingham, 
Esq., also there situate was then and there in the night time,*' 
on August 19, 1820, burned and consumed. He pleaded Not 
Guilty. 

David Davis J Solicitor General for the Commonwealth; 
John O. King,^ John Pickering'^ and Leverett Saltonstall,^^ 
for the prisoner.'^ 


2 Bibliography. *“Report of the Eviden(?e, Argiimonls of Counsel, 
Charge and sentence at the Trial of Stephen Merril (^lark, for Arson, 
Before the Supreme Judicial Court, February 15, 1(5 and 17, 1821. 
Salem. Published by T. C. (hishing and W. Palfrny, Jiin., 1821.” 

Account of the Short Life and Ignominious Death of Stejihen 
Merrill Clark, Who Was Executed at Salem on Thursday the Tenth 
Day of May, 1821, at the Early Age of 16 Years and 9 Months, for 
the Crime of Arson. Salem. Published by T. C. Cushing, 1821.” 

- See 1 Am. St. Tr. 108. 

^Tiiactier, George. (1754-1824.) Born Yarmouth^ Me. Dele- 
gate from Massachusetts to Continental Congress, 1787. Repre- 
sentative from Massachusetts 1st to 6th United States Congress. 
District Judge Maine, 1792-1800. Justice Supreme Court of Massa- 
chusetts, 1801-1824. Died in Beddeford, Me. 

« See 1 Am. St. Tr. 108. 

« See 4 Am. St. Tr. 90. 

^ See 3 Am. St. Tr. 551. 


® See post^ p. 612. 

® ProKERiNG, John. (1 777-1 846. ) 
law in Boston. Was also a linguist 


Bom Salem, Mass. Practiced 
and author of eminence. Died 


III , 

Saltonstall, Leverett. (178.3-1845.) Born Haverhill, Mass. 
State Senator 1831. Mayor of Salem. 18.36-1878. Member State 
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February 15. 

The Prisoner’s Counsel challenged peremptorily twenty 
jurors, and one for cause assigned, that the juror had ex- 
pressed an opinion that the prisoner ought to be hung. One 
juror of the denomination of Friends, was set aside on the 
motion of the Solicitor General, because he entertuned doubts 
of the right of governments to institute capital punishments. 
The following panel was then sworn: 

Amos Osborn, Foreman, Danvers; John Barker, Andover; 
Phineas Barnes, Boxford; Daniel Butman, Wenham; Joseph 
Bowden, Marblehead; Stephen Chard, Gloucester; Samuel 
Cheever, Manchester; Nathaniel Felton, Danvers; John Mc- 
Kenzie, Topsficld; John Osgood, West Newbury; James Stone, 
Marblehead; Freeborn Woodbury, Beverly. 

THE SOLICITOR GENERAL'S OPENING. 

Mr. Davis. Gentlemen of the Jury: The duties and re- 
sponsibilities which devolve upon me, in the important and 
interesting trial which we have now commenced, have created 
in me the greatest anxiety. This anxiety is much increased 
by a severe indisposition under which I have been suffering 
for several weeks, and with which I am still oppressed. I 
shall therefore hope for your indulgent and candor during 
the progress of this arduous trial, in the conducting of which 
my only object will be, to discharge my duty with faithful- 
ness to the Government, which I have the honor to represent, 
and with liberality towards this unhappy youth, whose crimes 
have brought him to the bar of his country. 

The crime, of arson consists in the wilful and malicious 
burning of the dwelling house of another, in the night time; 
or the wilful and malicious setting fire to any other build- 

Legislatnre for several terms and Presidential Elector, 1837. Mem- 
ber of Congress for three terms. Died in Salem, Mass. 

Mr. Saltonstall was on Febma^ 14th assigned by the Court as 
counsel for the prisoner but the next day was excused on account of 
illness, and Mr. Pickering appointed in his stead. 
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iog, by the burning of which the dwelling house of another 
shall be burnt in the night time. The particular charge 
in this indictment is, that on the night of the 17 th of Au- 
gust last, the prisoner wilfully, maliciously, and feloniously 
set fire to a stable belonging to Phebe Cross; by the burning 
of which stable, the dwelling house of one Andrew Frothing- 
ham. Esq., was wilfully, maliciously and feloniously burnt 
and consumed, in the night of the same day. 

This is one of the most dangerous and atrocious crimes 
which is to be found in the black catalogue of capital of- 
fenses. It is always committed from motives of the purest 
malice. In the commission of many of the other capital of- 
fenses, it may be conceived that something like temptation 
may exist, though nothing that can amount to a justifica- 
tion or excuse. In treason, the highest crime that can be 
committed against the laws and constitution, the perpetra- 
tor may be often persuaded that he is not only entirely 
guiltless, but that he is actuated by the highest motives and 
feelings of a patriot. In murder, the deluded and unprin- 
cipled offender may sometimes be instigated by a hope of 
gain, or by the weaknesses and frailties of the human heart, 
for which a slight palliation may be sometimes indulged. 
This is always the ease in the crimes of robbery and bur- 
glaiy; the temptation to wicked and unhallowed gain, is, 
in the commission of these crimes, usually lurking in the 
heart, and prompting the culprit to the execution of his ne- 
farious purpose. But in the perpetration of the crime of 
which the prisoner at the bar is now accused, there can 
exist no motive other than that imputed to him in the in- 
dictment, viz. : That the fear of God was not before his 
eyes, and that he was moved and seduced by a diabolical 
heart and disposition. Nothing can be contemplated or ex- 
pected in the perpetration of this crime, but the most terrible 
and appalling devastation and destruction of the lives and 
property of the innocent, without the least possible advantage 
to the malicious offender; nothing but the gratification of 
the worst and most diabolical pasrions of the human heart. 

The present case presents the horrible effects of this crime 



602 


VI AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


in its most odious and appalling character. The conflagra- 
tion in which the peaceable and happy dwelling of Mr. 
Frothingham was involved, threatened a wide and terrific 
desolation to the inhabitants of the town of NeAvburj-- 
port, which upon this, as well as upon a former still more 
distressing occasion, seemed devoted to destruction by the 
hand of an incendiary. Three dwelling houses, and five or 
six other buildings, in the peaceful silence of the night, were 
set fire to and totally consumed — ^the lives of the old and the 
young exposed to instant destruction in the most terrible 
form that imagination can conceive — ^without provocation, 
preparation or offense. For the prevention of such accumu- 
lated distress, all the energies of society must be combined 
and carried into effect — and unless this can be effectually 
done, all the objects and enjoyments of life are rendered of 
no value. 

On the other hand, this case interests our feelings in a 
high degree, on account of the youth and tender age of the 
prisoner. Whatever crimes or irregularities may have marked 
and disgraced his conduct at this early period of his life, he 
is unquestionably a youth of uncommon intellect; and if he 
had pursued a correct course, might have been a useful mem- 
ber of sitfiety. 

With these remarks, gentlemen, I will now submit to you 
a statement of the evidence, which I shall produce on the 
part of the Commonwealth, in support of this prosecution. 

This evidence will substantiate the following facts: That 
the fire in Mrs. Cross’ stable, by which Mr. Frothingham ’s 
dwelling house was burnt, was set and kindled on the night 
of the 1 8th of August last^ — ^that it broke out first on the east- 
erly side of that stable — that it was first discovered by Mr. 
Fitjs, a citizen and magistrate of the town, between two and 
three o’clock in the morning — ^that Mr. Fitz immediately 
alarmed the family of Mr. Frothingham, whose house was on 
the opposite side of Temple street, in which the stable was 
situated — that the fire spread and was communicated to two 
other dwelling houses, and five other buildings, all of which 
were burnt to the ground. That, from certain facts, to which 
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the witnesses will testify, there could not exist a doubt hut 
that this fire was set hy a malicious and incendiary hand. 

It is painful further to state, that the prisoner, during 
his short career of life, has been of vicious and profligate 
habits — that amidst the distress and desperation which this 
fire had occasioned, the prisoner was suspected, even by his 
own aged and agonized father — ^that he was thertmpon ap- 
prehended and examined before a magistrate, and dischargi‘d 
for want of sufficient evidence to commit him for trial. That 
such were the strong suspicions and fears of the prisoner, his 
father sent him into the State of Maine, to (luiet these fears 
— that the prisoner threatened before he went, that he would 
soon return, and set fire to the town in several places, so as 
it would not be extinguished ; that after a short absence, 
he did rt^turn in the manner, and doubtless for the purpose 
of effecting this work of desolation — ^that he was providen- 
tially detected on his way — arrested, examined and committed 
for trial. 

That after his arrest, and final commitment, he made a 
free and voluntary confession of his guilt, to Mr. Justice 
Woart, and the Selectmcnt of the. town; that previous to 
this confession he had been properly informed and advised 
by this magistrate that he was not boujid to accuse himself; 
that if he did, his confession would bci given in evidence 
against him on his trial; and that if he was convicted, he 
would suffer death — ^that after this, upon his final examina- 
tion, he pleaded guilty to the charge; and that sub8C(|U(mtly 
he made several free and voluntary confessions of his guilt 
to some of the most respectable citizens, magistrates and 
clergymen of the town. 

I shall also prove to you, gentlemen, that on the morning 
and, day subsequent to the fire, he made a full, circumstan- 
tial and confidential communication of all the circumstances 
and facts relative to the manner in which he set the fire, and 
completed his hellish purpose. This communication was made 
to a female, with whom the prisoner had been in the habits 
of intimacy and confidence. The particulars of this com- 
munication will be stated in the testimony of this female, 
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in which she will be corroborated by the prisoner’s subse- 
quent confessions and statements, and by facts to be proved 
by other respectable witnesses. 

THE EVIDENCE FOR THE COMMONWEALTH. 

clock struck 3 in 15 or 20 min- 
utes after I awoke. When I saw 
the fire, the flame was bursting 
jout of the window of Oilman’s 
bam over the shed. Oilman, who 
occupied it, was a truckman. 

Cross-Examined. Had some- 
times seen and heard persons in 
Oilman’s stable in the evening, 
which had given me considerable 
alarm. 

Miss Eliza Pike. Went to the 
door for my brother between 4 
and 5 o’clock the afternoon pre- 
vious to the fire; saw the pris- 
oner come up Charter street, and 
pass by me to Mis. Cross’ stable, 
he stopped at a post and looked 
up to the stable, and then turned 
and went back; never saw him 
before ; do not Imow of any boys 
in the street of his size; know 
it was the prisoner. 

Hannah Downes (sworn). 
Called to prove the confession 
of the prisoner. 

Messrs. Pickering and King objected to the admission of evidence 
of his confession, until it was proved that an offense had been com- 
mitted. The fire might have taken place from the carelessness of 
GKlman or others, or from the spontaneous combustion of the hay. 
In a case of muider the defendant cannot be convicted by bis con- 
fession, unless the dead body is not only^ found, but some marks of 
violence appear upon it. This is implied in the expression of corpus 
delicti; the meaning of which is, the subject upon which an offense 
has b^n committed. Delictum imports a crime. The government 
in the present case ought at least to show that the building was prob- 
ably burnt by design. Some facts should be proved, showing that 
the fire took place by the malicious agency of man. The r^e of 
corpus delicti is thus explained by Loi^ Hale in his Pleas of the 
Crown. 

The Solicitor General said that he had in this mum proved the 


John Fits. Was alarmed by my 
wife on the morning of the 19th 
August last, between the hours 
of 2 and 3, who told me that the 
stable, within 70 feet of the house 
was -on fire. When I went to 
the window saw no person and 
heard no voice; found Mr. Froth- 
ingham’s family asleep; knocked 
at his door and alarmed them. 
In fifteen minutes after, Mr. 
Frothingham’s house was on firc. 
There were at that time in Gil- 
man’s stable five tons of hay. 
Am satisfied the fire commenced 
in Mrs. Cross’ stable. 

Andrew Frothingham. Was 
awakened .by my daughter and 
told that the stable opposite my 
house was on fire. Went to the 
front of the house, there was 
then no person moving, and no 
cry of fire; told my daughter to 
save her clothes; saved what I 
could in half an hour. In an 
hour my house was burnt down. 
It was between 2 and 3; my 
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house to have^ been burned, and there was a violent presumption that 
it was by design. It was not necessary to show all the circumstances 
before giving evidence of the prisoner's confession. 

The CoiTBT. Previous to admitting evidence of the prisoner's con- 
fession, nothing more is necessary than that the fact had happened 
which might have been occasioned by the agency of man. Here a 
dwelling house was burnt in the night time. This might have been 
by accident, but it migiit also have been by design. The rule is not 
correctly stated by tlie defendant’s counsel. It is not true that evi- 
dence of confession is not to be submitted to a jury till after proof 
of a corpus delicti. But after all the evidence in the ease is sub- 
mitted, the jury are to determine whetlier there is a corpus delicti 
proved, and if they think it is not, they will reject the evidence of 
the confession. Lord Hale’s remarks are not intended as establish- 
ing a definite rule, but are only by way of caution to t lie jury. A 
dead body found without marks of violence constitutes a corpus 
delicti. It is siifiicieni that the body which is found may have been 
murdered. So in the present case, as the house may have been burnt 
by design, therefore evidence may be received of Ihe^ defendant's 
confession that he burnt it. There is also enough proved to raise a 
presumption that it was in fact burnt by design. There is no evi- 
dence of lightning or other accident — nor is there reason to suppose 
the hay caught by self-combustion. Hay is usually put into barns in 
the beginning of July, and this happened towards the last of August. 

When in a state of self-ignition, it appears smoking some days pre- 
vious to its bursting forth in fiame. Nothing of the kind appears to 
have existed here. There is no evidence of any person having been 
in the stable the night previous. The late hour of the night also in 
which the fire broke out raises a presumption that it was by design. 
It was an hour at which people do not usually go to their bams. 
This ease was like that of a person losing his pocket book in return- 
ing from the theatre. He might have dropped it from liis pocket by 
accident; but his having missed it under such circumstances would 
be sufficient to admit e\ndence of a confession that it was stolen. 


Hannah Downes. On the day 
after the fire I conversed with 
the prisoner, with whom I had 
been acquainted since May last. 
I was at the fire; saw the pris- 
oner there in the morning after. 
He walked home to my father’s 
house with me. He talked about 
the fire. He said: ^^The fire 
blazed damned well, and the fel- 
low who set it on fire was a 
damned good fellow, and if he 
knew who it was he would treat 
him.” I told him I guessed he 
knew as much about the flic as 


anybody. He nodded his head 
as though he did and went along. 
Met him afterwards, about sun- 
rise, and he told me he set Am to 
the building and what he did it 
with; that he went to his fath- 
er’s cellar, got a candle, broke it 
and thought it would not do; 
then took another.^ He took 
some matches and his cigar and 
went to Cross’ stable between 8 
and 9 or 7 and 8, 1 can not recol- 
lect which. He went up into the 
upper loft of the stable, and 
whilst there he thought he heard 
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some pezBon in the stable, 
stopped a littlCi scraped up a 
handful of hay and put it under 
the stairs, put the candle in the 
hay, lit his match with his cigar 
and lit the candle and went down 
from the stable to the fence; he 
saw a lady passing, stopped till 
she got by and then got over the 
fence. After this he went home 
and went to bed to his father 
about 9 o’clock so that he might 
not be mistrusted. About 12 he 
awoke and thought the candle 
had gone out. He awoke again 
at about 2 and the fire had 
broken put. He awoke his father 
and told him lie believed there 
was some person going to burn 
the town down. 1 was in the 
jail at Newbiiryport the week 
after the fire. Prisoner was 
there also. Whilst there pris- 
oner wrote me a letter, which I 
burnt. My cousin delivered the 
letter to me. 

The counsel for the prisoner 
objected to the proving the con- 
tents of the letter by jiarol testi- 
money; objection was overruled 
by the Court, the same being 
proved to liave been destroyed, 
and never having been in the 
hands of any officer of govern- 
ment. 

Willjam Siar^wood. I went to 
the jail to see my cousin, Han- 
nah Downes. As I was talking 
with her at the port hole, pris- 
oner called to me to take a letter 
and give it to her. Took it and 
handed it in to the girls. I do 
not know to whom it was given. 
Prisoner told me to give it into 
the port hole to the girls. The 
letter was very small and not 
sealed. Do not know to whom it 
was directed or that it was di- 
rected to anyone. 

Hannah Downes, Mrs. Chase 
received the letter and immedi- 


ately handed it to me. We 
were both standing at that time 
at the port hole. The letter was 
directed to me. I saw Stenwood 
deliver the letter. 1 opened and 
read the letter. At the bottom 
of the letter it was written : 
'^Don’t tell what I have done; if 
you do, it will undo me.” (The 
Chief Justice. Was it not ^^Don’t 
.tell what I told you?” It was 
something to that purpose. I 
was in an apartment adjoining 
to that in which the prisoner was 
confined. Several times in the 
course of the night he knocked to 
me and told me the same words 
that were in the letter. After he 
was liberated from jail, he said 
he meant to go out of Newbury- 
port to the eastward and stay un- 
til the peojile got still and then 
meant to go to Boston by water 
and (hence return by land until 
he got to Boynton’s, on the turn- 
pike, four miles from town, and 
stay there until evening and then 
come into town and set fire to it 
in three or four places ; that 
vrhen they wore putting the fire 
out in one place it should break 
out in another. I told him if he 
should be found out, he would be 
sent to tlie State prison. He said 
he did not care for the State 
prison. ; he had as lief go there as 
not. If he went to the State 
prison and stayed there twenty 
years, afler he got out he would 
have his revenge. I do not recol- 
lect that he mentioned that he 
would set fire to any particular 
place. 

Cross’-examined. First time I 
saw prisoner was in May last in 
the school house. He first men- 
tioned fire to me on Saturday 
morning after the fire. Mrs. 
Chase was then with me. He be- 
gan the conversation. First knew 
of the fire between 2 and 3 
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o’clock. My fnther awaked me 
and told me ot‘ it. Did not see 
the prisoner the day before, but 
had him on Thursday even- 
ing. We conversed about the 
fires that had ha]>pened. I stood 
at the door a few minutes. He 
stepped up and put something to 
my face that smelt like brim- 
stone. I said, ‘‘Stephen, what 
are you going to do with it ? He 
said, “You will soon know.*’ His 
cousin, Jonathan Kobinson, was 
■with him. Mr. Brown’s barn was 
burnt that evening. Did not see 
him on Friday. Saw him fre- 
quently, but never asked him 
about Mrs. Liint. Had not had 
any difference with Mrs. Lnnt, as 
I recollect. Do not recollect any 
■words having passed between 
any Mrs. Lunt and myself. There 
were three or four of that name. 
Broke off my acquaint ance with 
prisoner in August, after the fire. 
Do not recollect his father’s hav- 
ing charged me with having 
ruined his sou. Attended the ex- 
amination before Mr. Woart the 
afternoon after the fire. There 
were a good many there present. 
Was sworn and asked if 1 saw 
the prisoner the niglit or day 
previous to the fire. Answered 
that T had not seen him. Was on 
Friday afternoon and evening at 
Plumb Island. Saw the prisoner 
after the fire and wliere. T stated 
prisoner’s confession to Mrs. 
Chase before I went to the 
County House. Prisoner made 
his confession on Saturday 
morning. Mrs. Chase was then 
present, but at some distance, 
and heard part. 

Mrs. Sally Chase. Have known 
the prisoner since June last. 
Was with Hannah Downes in his 
company the morning after the 
fire. He passed us and we would 
not speak to him. When we 


were going home, he followed ns 
through several streets till he 
came up -with us about sunrise. 
He said it blazed damned well; 
it was a damiufd good fire, and it 
was a damned good fellow who 
did it, and if lie saw him he 
would treat him. It should not 
all end there. He meant to have 
revenge of Newbiiryport ; he 
meant to go away and n‘turn and 
lay it in ashes. In the afternoon 
after we came from Mr. Woart’s, 
he and .lose])h Lawrence followed 
us. I did not liear all he said, 
but he said lie meant to take a 
handkerchief of hay and burn a 
still house near his brotlicr’s 
bake house. I told liirri to take 
care what he said : he said he did 
not- care a God damn; he would 
have his revenge ot‘ Newbiuy^- 
])ort ; he would liave his revenge 
on his br<»ther for of^posing his 
going with Hanna h Downes. The 
letter Win. Stanwood delivered 
to me. It was directed to Han- 
nah Downes, and Hannah 
Downes destroyed it. I nnul it. 
Remember that it was, “Hannah, 
don’t, for God’s sake, tell wliat I 
have done, for if you do, it will 
ruin me.” He halloed through 
the partition several times in the 
night not to tell what he had 
dtme, for if she did, it would un- 
do him. 

Cross^e.raminrd. Saw the pris- 
oner twice in the morning after 
the fire. First time before sun- 
rise; he was at the bank and did 
not speak to us. The second time 
he followed us. Ix*ft Hannah 
with him. He first spoke of the 
fire. Believe he ajid^ Hannah 
were conversing, it might have 
been five minutes, before I h^rd 
the observ^ations after he joined 
us at the comer of Roberts 
street. What passed the morn- 
ing after the fire between Han- 
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nah and the prisoner, Hannah 
did not tell me that morning. 
When we were in the County 
house, Hannah told me that while 
she was standing by her moth- 
er’s house, prisoner came up and 
took something out of his pocket 
book and put it to her face. She 
asked him what he^ was going to 
do with it; he said to set fire. 

cousin was then so near that 
Hannah was afraid he would 
hear what the prisoner said. 
Some time after the fire Hannah 
told me that prisoner told her 
that he put a candle in a piece of 
wood and put it in the bam. I 
talker over with Hannah a great 
many times what I have related. 
Never told any one before I did 
Mr. Woart. Wrote to Mr. Woart 
because I thought it was my 
duty. Heard Clark was liber- 
ated from jail and thought I 
ought to save the town. 

Thomas Wade. I am keep- 
er of the County House. On 
22d September, about half past 
ten, prisoner passed my house. 
Mrs. Chase said to my daughter, 
"There goes Stephen Clark.” I 
stepped towards him and asked 
him to go in. Told Mrs. Chase 
to go to the door and ask hm to 
come in and to eat and drink 
something. He appeared loath 
to go in and very uneasy. I 
could hardly catch prisoner’s 
eye. Left prisoner at my house 
and went to Mr, Andrews’ offi^. 
Betumed immediately; met pris- 
oner who turned out of the way 
to avoid me. Told prisoner I 
wanted him to go with me. He 
seemed unwilling to go, but did 
finally. Told him I would not 
hurt him. Said he came from 
Belfast by the way of Boston; 
that he had come that morning 
from Salem. Took him into my 
ehaise and carried him to Mr. 


Woart’s office in Newburyport. 

Wm. Woart. 20th September 
Col. Wade brought prisoner to 
my office in a chaise; no person 
was present at that time but my- 
self, my son and Bailey Bartlett; 
had heard the evidence produced 
in court and felt^ anxious ; sent 
my son for the Selectmen; there 
was a concourse about the door, 
and a keeper was placed at the 
door to prevent any one coming 
in ; thought the prisoner ought to 
know his situation; told him he 
had been charged with having set 
fire to the town; took down the 
law and read it to him ; prisoner 
denied having set fire and was 
constant in his denial; stated to 
prisoner he had been betrayed; 
that those in whom he placed 
confidence had betrayed him, but 
that he was not bound to say 
anything that would criminate 
himself. Several gentlemen at 
this time came in and Mr. Bart- 
lett left the office; a number of 
questions were put to the pris- 
oner about the fire, and he con- 
tinued to deny having set fire. I 
asked him several question. Ei- 
ther Mr. Prince or I asked him 
how he thought it had been dis- 
covered that he had taken a can- 
dle from his father’s cellar way 
and broken it and then taken an- 
other and carried it to the stable, 
etc. He started from his chair 
apparently agitated and said, if 
you will tell me how you got that 
information, I will tell you all 
about it. I then told prisoner 
that I had my information from 
Hannah Downes, SaUy Chase, 
Eliza Manly and two others, 
whom I was not at liberty to 
name, to-wit, Col. Wade- and 
Stanwood. The prisoner immedi- 
ately said, "I done Mr. 

Prince prmous thereto had said 
to the prisoner, on his denying 
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the charge, that if he Ti'as dis- 
posed to go to the Old Harry, he 
might. Prisoner said neither of 
these you have named know any- 
thing about it except Hannah 
Downes; she is the only one that 
knows anything about it. I re- 
quested Mr. Bagley to take 
charge of the prisoner until after 
dinner. In the afternoon, issued 
a warrant against prisoner and 
went to Mr. Bagley’s house to 
examine him ; when he was 
brought into the room, Mr. 
Marston and several other gen- 
tlemen were present. I read to 
him the complaint, warrant and 
the officer’s return, but told him 
previously that he was not bound 
to criminate himself; that if he 
did, it would be given in evidence 
against him. When I asked pris- 
oner if he was guilty or not 
guilty, he said not guilty. Asked 
prisoner what he meant by not 
guilty; he said he did not btirti 
all the buildings. Asked pris- 
oner if he set fire to the barn in 
Charter street; he said he did, 
but not alone. I then said : *We 
understand what you paean,” and 
asked him again, guilty or not 
guilty. He then said guilty. 

Cross-examined. Col. Wade 
had no process with him. Pris- 
oner was ten minutes in my office 
before the Selectmen arrived. 
Did not at that time consider my- 
self as acting as a magistrate; 
might have said to prisoner that 
he had better confess, but have 
no recollection whatever of mak- 
ing such obser\’ation. It was 
about 1 o’clock when prisoner 
made the confession, but it was 
not until after he was informed 
of the evidence against him. 
There were several questions put 
to prisoner; he was asked where 
he had been and how he returned. 
Do not recollect tliat any one 


said to i>risoner that he had bet- 
ter confess, but Mr. Prince 
miglit, however. I said to the 
] risoncr that he had the boldest 
face I ever saw* at a previous ex- 
amination, a month l^fore, w'hen 
the )>risoner had made use of 
ver>^ im]>ro]>er expressions. One 
gentleman said to prisoner if lie 
had any accomjiiices he had bet- 
ter name them, and then or in the 
afternoon he named Joseph Law- 
rence. 1 read the law' to the 
prisoner, tliat he might under- 
stand before any question was 
asked him that the punishment 
was death. Have no recollection 
that it w'as said the evidence was 
such that the prisoner could not 
get clear. I so considered the 
evidence, and it is possible, 
though not probable, that I ex- 
pressed that opinion to the pris- 
oner. Mr. Pearson stood at the 
door. I did not ask him to stand 
there, but as he stood there, I re- 
quested liim to prevent any one 
from coming in, as there wrere a 
crowd of boys about the office. I 
did not send for the prisoner’s 
father. His father having be- 
fore made complaints to me 
against his son was the reason. 
Tliere was a considerable collec- 
tion of boys about the office, and 
T til ought no one should come in 
until the prisoner was examined. 

Stephen W. MarHtnn. When 
he arrived at Mr. Wonrt’s office, 
Bailey Bartlett was tliere. I said 
to prisoner, you have come back 
sooner than we expected; we 
knew you were coming but did 
not expect you so soon as this, 
and told him that we had sent 
for him. He said he staid a few 
days at Belfast with his brother, 
who had another apprentice, and 
did not want him. Very soon 
after he came to the office, Mr. 
W4mrt read to prisoner the law, 
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and stated to him the offense of 
setting fire in the night time. 
Prisoner was told he was not 
bound to criminate himself, and 
the evidence against him was 
stated to him. There were five 
or six persons then present, and 
all asked him some questions re- 
specting the candle, and in which 
barn it was placed. At first, pris- 
oner said he knew nothing about 
it. Mr. Prince asked him how 
he supposed they knew such and 
such things (stating to him the 
evidence they had.) The pris- 
oner then said, tell me who told 
you this, and T will tell you all 
about it. When Mr. Woart told 
him who were their informants, 
he said, T done it, and stated the 
manner; he said, he got through 
the barn, on the back side, near 
a hog-pen, and put the candle in 
the hay, and went off, and left 
it; he said, he did it at about 
nine; that the bell rung for nine 
just after he got over the fence 
into the street; he said he en- 
tered from Charter street, and 
returned to the same street. 
When prisoner was examined in 
the afternoon, Mr. Woart told 
him that he knew the law, and 
tliat the punishment was death; 
that he was not bound to confess, 
and any confession he might 
make would be given in evidence 
against him. He answered, not 
guilty of the whole. They ex- 
plained to him that it meant, 
whether he was guilty of setting 
fire to the bam or not; he said 
he was — in the upper story on 
the floor. Ife did not know whose 
bam it was. He said he went 
into the bam where a hoard was 
off. Heard no promise or threat 
whatever made use of to the pris- 
oner. He was not informed that 
he might have the aid of coun- 
sel. 


Seih Sweetser. A fortnight after 
the prisoner’s commitment I vis- 
ited him with Dr. Dana. Doctor 
told him he understood he had 
acknowledged that he had set 
fire to the buildings — ^he said he 
had, and that he was not alone — 
that one Joseph "Lawrence was 
with him when the fire was set. 
Dr. Dana told him he^itied him, 
and prayed ^ with him. Major 
Perkins, Major Sweet and Mr. 
Bagley were present. 

James Prince. Mr. Woart read 
to prisoner the law, and told him 
the punishment. I asked him if, 
when he put the candle under 
the stairs, he did not go out to 
see whelher it shone through the 
barn; he said he never was in 
the barn; T then took up my 
hat to go, and said to him, 
if he was a mind to go to the 
de^’il, he must; I stopped, 
however, and asked him 
various questions relating to the 
candle, and other circumstances. 
Mr. Woart then said to prisoner, 
you are betrayed, and told him 
the evidence against him. He an- 
swered, 1 done it; and then went 
on to state the manner, and said 
Jf»e Lawrence was with him; he 
told how he set Mr. Brown’s barn 
on fire; said he had some rags 
and made a match. He said he 
met Lawrence in Green street; 
said that Lawrence smoked ; don’t 
know that Mr. Woart made any 
obsen’ations on the statute, except 
that the punishment was death; 
believe he said to him, that he 
had better confess the truth ; but 
after that he denied his having 
been in the barn, and did not con- 
fess until he knew the witnesses 
against him. 

William Cross. Went to see 
prisoner, with Capt. O’Brien, in 
jail, the day he was committed, 
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at 4 o’clock, before his examina- 
tion. He came to the port hole; 
said to prisoner, that I was sor- 
ry to see such a likely young 
fellow there for such a cause. He 
said, so am T but I cannot help 
it. Told him we came from the 
Selectmen to ask some questions; 
told prisoner that he was not 
bound to criminate himself or 
any one else, but that they want- 
ed to know if any one else was 
guilty. I then asked him 
if he set fire to the barn 
in Charter street; he answered 
I ^ did, and Joe Lawrence was 
w'ith me; he said they set fire to 
that place because Lawrence had 
a pique, or spite, against some- 
body there; he told how he set 
it on fire. He said that Law- 
rence had the match in his pock- 
et; he thought somebody came 
into the barn whilst they were 
there; they sat down, he propped 
the candle up with a bunch of 
hay; he said the front side of 
the stable was clapboarded, so 
that the light could not be seen 
through. He said after he left 
the barn he went home and went 
to bed with his father. I asked 
him if he was willing T should 
state what he said to the Select- 
men. Prisoner said he did not 
care, that T might tell it to 
whom T pleased. 

Joseph O^Brien, Was present 
with Major Cross and confirm 
fully what Major Cross has stat- 
ed. When Cross asked prisoner 
who set fine, he said /not he 
alone, but Lawrence. T asked 
him if he did all himself 
and if Lawrence only looked 
on; prisoner answered no, Law- 
rence carried the fire with a cigar 
also asked prisoner if he lit the 
candle with a cigar; prisoner 
supposed me ignora(nt ^hat a 
candle could not be lit with a 


rigar, and answered, “devil no, 
we had matches;’’ said Liiwrence 
had matches in liis pocket book. 

Wm. B. Bannister. About ten 
days after prisoner^ commit- 
ment, he nttem]>ted an escape, 
and being one of the committee 
who have the charge of the coun- 
ty buildings, went at the request 
of several of the inhabitants to 
the jail to see if the ]>risonor 
was securely confined; said to 
prisoner that he had come near 
escaping. TVisouer said nobody 
could blame him for it. I then 
made remarks to the prisoTier on 
the^ character of the crime f<ir 
wliich he was confined, and on 
the })robability of his life being 
taken. Prisoner looked grave, 
and appeared considerably im- 
]»ressed. He said he set the fire; 
lie liad no good reason to give 
for it, but Liwrence was with 
him and had stimulated him. 
That Ijjiwrence had a ]>ique 
against some of flie neighbors. 
He told the manner in wliich the 
fire was kindled. He, said that 
it was put under the stairs, and 
so situated that 110 one eould see 
it; had never seen the jirisoner 
before. 

Dudley Gilman. Was in Oil- 
man’s stable the evening of the 
fire just before 0; opened the 
door and heard a slep]>ing in the 
loft. Thought T beard some- 
body strike against an empty 
flour barrel that stood there. The 
bell rang just after I left the 
stable; had sometimes carried a 
light, but not for some time be- 
fore the bam was burnt ; brother, 
who occiifiied the stable, was at 
home that evening; went into the 
barn to fodder my brother’s two 
horses. Sometimes T took a light 
and sometimes not. There were 
7 tons of hay, horses and wagons 
burned uj*. 
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MB. KINO, FOB THE PBISOXEB. 

Mr. King. Gentlemen of the Jury: I have been assisted 
by the Court one of the counael for the prisoner at the bar, 
and it is now my duty to state to you his defense. This is a 
duty which every counsellor is bound to perform as he may, 
when commanded by the Court to undertake it«-but I might 
well wish to decline it, when I reflect that some of the most 
experienced advocates when called upon to address a jury in 
behalf of a prisoner on trial for his life, have approached the 
task assigned them with trembling hands, and sinking hearts. 
The responsibility of this duty, gentlemen, even under the 
most favorable circumstances, is one of peculiar weight, of 
painful embarrassment, of fearful anxiety; a duty, under 
the burden of which the promptest tongue might falter, and 
the flrmest heart despair. 

What, then, must be the solicitude of the counsel for the 
prisoner at the bar, under the peculiar difficulties which 
surround his ease — when we see our client, scarcely beyond 
the period of childhood, coming to the bar friendless and 
alone, and cast upon the mercy of the Court, and upon the 
kindness of strangers for even an attempt to defend him! 
When we see him thus feeble and defenseless, the object of 
the resentment and vengeance of a whole town, a town which 
has suffered most severely by repeated and aggravated in- 
stances of the crime, for which the prisoner is indicted, and 
whose respectable citizens have been unfortunately led, by 
the wicked arts of the most abandoned of women, to lay 
the whole weight of the guilt of these crimes upon the head 
of this defenseless boy! 

Still further to increase the difficulty and delicacy of the 
task his counsel have to perform, he has himself been made 
to furnish the weapons which are to be used for his destruc- 
tion. His life is endangered not by his guilt, but by his fpUy 
— ^by the weakness of his youth, and the ignorance of his 

’’•Kino, John Glen. (1787-18.'i7.) Born Salem, Mass. Grad- 
uated Harvard; member both branches of Massachusetts Legislature; 
conducted Prescott impeachment ; first President . Salem Common 
Council ; a founder of Essex Historical Society ; Master in Chancery 
and Commissioner of Insolvency Essex County. See Osgood (C. S.) 
Hist. Sketch of Salem. 
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humble station; and if his blood must be shed, it will be a 
sacrifice to weakness and not to crime; to ignorance of his 
own rights, and not to any violation of the rights of others. 

Your own duty, gentlemen, upon this occasion, permit me 
to remind you, is one of immense importance— to the prisoner 
at the bar — ^to yourselves — and to the whole community. It 
is not likely that any of you have ever before been engaged 
in any transaction of a character so interesting and solemn, 
and whose consequences will be, to all concerned in it, so 
important and awful. It is indeed, gentlemen, no light thing 
to sit in judgment upon the life of man 1 Your responsibility 
is here directly to your God, and you must answer it to your 
consciences and your country, that your decision shall be 
correct, as well as that your intentions shall be upright; and 
see to it, gentlemen, that innocent blood be not required at 
your hands ! 

Gentlemen of the jury — ^the prisoner only asks of you pa- 
tient attention, an unbiased and deliberate consideration of 
his defense, and that righteous decision which he is war- 
ranted to expect from men of your humane dispositions and 
honorable minds. To this decision the prisoner looks with 
humble hope — for he says that he is innocent of the crime 
of which he is accused — ^to this decision his counsel look with 
confidence — for they have reason to believe, that, upon the 
defense which may be made out for him God will send him 
a good deliverance. 

Before I proceed to state to you the facts which will ap- 
pear in evidence on the part of the prisoner, and on which 
his defense will rest, permit me to call your attentoin to 
some considerations which seem to me to be highly important 
to a right decision under the peculiar circumstances of this 
case, and particularly with a view to the kind of evidence with 
which the indictment is supported. 

Every man, gentlemen, by the law of the land is presumed 
to be innocent, until he is proved to be guilty. This is true 
of all offenses which can be committed against the laws. And 
it is in the highest sense true of an offense which puts in 
danger the life of the accused. Here suspicion is to weigh 
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nothing — ^it may well justify inquiry and examination, but 
will never warrant a conviotion. Never should a jury return 
a verdict against a prisoner, which cuts him off from life, 
without the most clear, certain, and unanswerable evidence 
of his guilt. If a single reasonable doubt can be raised, it is 
to save the accused — all your leanings are to be towards 
the innocence of the prisoner — all your doubts in favor of 
human life. If then, gentlemen, there are found in this 
case, circumstances which appear to you irreconcilable with 
the guilt of the prisoner, he must be acquitted; however 
strongly against him the general current of the evidence 
may run, if one solitary material fact can be found well 
proved, which is inconsistent with the supposition of his 
guilt, that fact is to save him. You are not nicely to ad- 
vance the probabilities of his guilt against the improbabil- 
ities, for then innocent blood might fall a sacrifice to any 
involuntary error, which might occur in determining the 
balance of this account of life and death! 

The inference, gentlemen, from these remarks, will not 
escape you. It is, that you should examine the evidence 
produced against the prisoner with the most anxious and 
vigilant circumspection; that you shoiild require testimony 
of such weight anil character as will place it beyond a doubt, 
not that the prisoner may at some time have said that he was 
guilty, but that upon the case proved he cannot be innocent 
— such testimony as will render it morally certain that he 
must have committed the crime, and that none other could 
have committed it, before you consent to take away his life 
by a verdict against him. 

Another principle, gentlemen, which is as sound in law 
as it is in religion, is that “it is better that ten guilty should 
escape, than one innocent person suffer.” And this you are 
bound to keep constantly in view in considering the evidence 
upon this trial. 

Gentlemen, the first object of penal laws is the security of 
the blessings of social life, the protection of the innocent in 
the enjoyment of all their rights and possessions. But if 
these laws are made use of as instruments to punish the inno- 
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cent for the crimes of the guilty, this security is fatally in- 
terrupted; and the confidence of men in the administration 
of the laws is destroyed, when they see the life of an unof- 
fending citizen taken from him under- the forms and solemni- 
ties of justice. The influence of punishment, too, is of little 
effect, when it is rendered uncertain whether guilt will meet 
with its proper punishment, and innocence prove its own 
protection. Since, then, the design of providing penalties 
for the punishment of crimes, is not that the guilty may 
be punished, but that the innocent may be protected; and 
since this punishment is only used as one of the means to 
carry this design into effect, the first duty of a jury must 
be to attain the object of the law, to provide that no injus- 
tice be done to the accused, and that the end he not sacrificed 
to the means. When the guilty escape, the law has not indeed 
fully accomplished its object; it may have done no good, 
but it has done no harm. Ilut wIkmi the innocent become 
the victims of the law, the law is not merely inefficient, it 
has not merely failed of its intended effect — it injures the 
person it was meant to protect — it crc'atc^s and extcnids the 
very evil it was to cure — ^it d«‘StroyH the security it was mc'idc 
to preserve. You are, mor(*over, to obsmwe, genthmnm, that 
when the life of an innocent man is taken away by a judicial 
act, a two-fold evil is inflicted upon society — ^the end of the 
law and the means of attaining it, are alike di*f(‘at(?d — for 
the punishment of the innocent is fjlways attended by the 
escape of the guilty. jXmidst the very crowd, which will 
be drawn out to gaze upon the miserable youth at the bar, if 
your sentence shall send him down to his grave, — amidst the 
very crowd which will follow him to his fate — may be lurking 
the real incendiaries, who will rtffiect with scorn upon the 
easy faith with which you have suffered their well covered 
conspiracy to triumph ov(*r innocence. 

There is another subject, gentlcnun, upon which T wish to 
make a remark to you. Something lias b(‘cn said of the 
previous bad character of the prisoner. Of this, gentlemen, 
his counsel know nothing, and can admit nothing; but upon 
this subject you are bound to be most religiously scrupulous 
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and cautious. If this prisoner is to be convicted, it should 
he because the jury cannot avoid the conclusion that he is 
guilty — ^because the evidence furnishes no room for a doubt. 
He must be convicted for being guilty of the crime charged 
upon him, and not for his bad reputation. For this he is 
not called upon to answeiv^for this he is not put upon his 
trial — and against this he cannot be supposed to be pre- 
pared to defend himself. But if the badness of his diar- 
acter is to be one of the reasons which influence the jury to 
convict him, it is impossible for them to say how large a 
share it may have had in procuring their verdict — they can 
never determine, but that they should have acquitted him 
upon the evidence, if his reputation had been fair before — 
they never can be sure, that they are not sending him to his 
death, not for the crime for which he is accused, but for 
his bad reputation, which may have been flxed upon him by 
slander, falsehood and malice. Let this consideration, then, 
gentlemen, have no bearing upon your verdict, as you regard 
the oath you have taken, the life of a fellow man, and your 
own peace of mind. 

Let me now call your attention, gentlemen, to a circum- 
stance, which most deeply and injuriously affects the pris- 
oner at the bar, and, if not guarded against, may preclude 
the possibility of his having a fair and impartial trial. You 
will have perceived, gentlemen, that all the witnesses for 
the government belong to the town of Newburyport the place 
in which the crime was committed, of which the prisoner 
stands accused. You well know the dangers and sufferings 
from this crime, which for years have attended the respect- 
able inhabitants of that ill-fated town. You all know the 
high excitement and public alarm which prevail there on this 
subject. But yon have not all been witnesses of scenes, which 
might force upon your minds an adequate conception of 
the causes of this excitement. You do not all know the hor- 
rors of being aroused from your sleep by the glare of your 
burning dwellings, by the fearful outcry of distress at mid- 
night! Yon have not all experienced the disaster and pub- 
lic alam, which are spread around by frequqent conflagra- 
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tions in large towns; by fires, kindled by an unseen hand, the 
time and place of whose commencement, and the extent and 
terrors of whose devastation, no man can foretell, and against 
which, therefore, no human prudence can provide. In this 
state of society, life and property lose their security, con- 
sternation seizes the public mind, and all are on the alert 
to discover some evidence which may lead to a detection of 
the perpetrator of these mischiefs. It is not wonderful, then, 
it is natural, it is necessary, that in this state of alarm, this 
panic, the lightest suspicions should assume the form of the 
clearest proofs, and that efforts should be made to obtain 
confessions from those persons suspected, which at a time 
of less excitement, those who use them would be the last to 
approve. Gentlemen of the jury, I entertain the highest re- 
spect for the citizens of this unfortunate town, and make 
every allowance for the natural effects of their situation and 
sufferings; I believe that the gentlemen who have testified 
in this cause are wholly incapable of intentionally varying 
from the truth — ^we only wish to guard the fate of the un- 
happy youth at the bar, from the influence of the public feel- 
ing which now exists among them. I then say, gentlemen, 
that the inhabitants of Newburyport, though legally com- 
petent to give evidence against him, stand in the light of 
parties in interest; they are in fact the prosecutors against 
the prisoner, armed with the name and power of the gov- 
ernment, and are, as they believe, directly interested to pro- 
cure his conviction. ' Do you ask how they are interested t 
They are led to believe that if this prisoner shall be convicted 
and punished, their town, their lives and property will be 
safe — this poor lad once laid in the grave, and the unguarded 
hour of midnight has again all the security of noon-day! 
Is it possible for you to believe, gentlemen, that witnesses, 
who entertain these views and feelings, can exercise that un- 
biased judgment, that fair consideration, which should ever 
mark the testimony by which a jury is to be governed in a 
capital trial f No ; the public excitement is too powerful and 
extensive to permit even the strongest and most honorable 
minds to eseai>e its influence. Ctentlcmen of the jury, from 
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this pernicious influence, working in silence for his ruin, the 
prisoner flies to you for refuge — and I beseecch you, let it not 
enter the sanctuary of justice, to deprive him of a fair and 
impartial trial hy a jury of his country. 

You have observed, gentlemen, that there is no direct and 
positive evidence in the case that the prisoner at the bar 
committed the crime for which he is indicted. The case 
the government has proved, against him depends altogether 
upon his own confessions. If the persons to whom these 
confessions are said to have been made in the first instance, 
are persona of infamous character, and not to be believed, or 
if the confessions were obtained by any undue influence, by 
any promise or threat, however slight, the indictment is 
not supported, and you are bound by your oath to acquit 
the prisoner. 

On this branch of the prisoner’s defense, ’ gentlemen, it 
will be proved to you by the testimony of many witnesses, 
that Hannah Downes and Sally Chase, the persons who first 
pretended to have received a confession from the prisoner, 
are women of notoriously profligate character, and had been 
but a short time before the disclosure of these confessions, 
committed to the House of Correction as “night-walkers,” 
and “persons of lascivious behavior;” that they are persons 
on whose word no reliance can be placed, that they had been 
complained against by the father of the prisoner for their 
improper behavior, and had repeatedly threatened “to be 
the ruin” of the unhappy youth at the bar. 

From the evidence we shall offer to these points, gentle- 
men, we trust you will be fully satisfied that nothing which 
these witnesses have testified to you, is entitled to the least 
degree of credit, since they were malicious enough to 
threaten the ruin of the prisoner, and of such immoral and 
depraved lives as to be likely to resort to the most abomi- 
nable means to effect their cruel purposes. 

With regard to the subsequent confessions made to Messrs. 
Woart, Prince, Marston, Bannister and others, we shall sub- 
mit to you, gentlemen, that they appear from the govern- 
ment’s own witnesses to have been made under such circum- 
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stances of restraint, or of judicial parade, or religions sol- 
emnity, under such express or implied promises and threats, 
as entirely forbid your considering them as the voluntary 
and free confessions of a crime, witli which the conscience of 
the prisoner was charged, and which he could no longer 
endure to conceal. 

But, gentlemen, we have another defense to offer for the 
prisoner, which goes to prove that ho could not liave com- 
mitted the crime with which he is charged, bt‘causo, at the 
time when it must be supposed to have been committed, he 
was in another place. 

I shall now proceed to state to you, in few vrords. the facts 
which will appear in evidence, and whieh. we believe, will 
satisfy you that a comple te alibi is made' out in favor of the 
prisoner, and that, of course, your verdict must deliver him 
from the danger in which he now stands. 

On the afternoon of the day preceding the fin^ mentioned 
in the indictment, it will be testified that the prisoner, his 
two sisters and their cousin, Jane P. Bray, of Oloucester, 
who was then on a visit to the family of the prisoner’s father, 
took their tea between 4 and 5 o’clock, and about 5 o’clock 
set out from their residence in Ship street to take a walk 
about the town to gratify the curiosity of their visitor, whe 
was now for tlie first time in Newbiiryport. They first called 
at a Mrs. Mace’s in Titcomb street to invite Betsey Clark, 
an acquaintance of Miss Bray, to accompany them on their 
walk. After a short delay at Mrs. Mace’s, they went to the 
house, formerly Dexter’s, "where they remained some time 
looking at the statues ; thence they pursued their walk through 
several streets, walking leisurely, that they might have op- 
portunity to point out to their visitor anything worthy of 
her attention about the town. Their walk, the route of which 
will be particularly described by the witnesses, ended at a 
Mrs. Hoyt’s in Water street, where they remained till about 
half past 8 o’clock, and then set out on their way home, where 
they arrived a few minutes before nine. These "witnesses will 
testify that during the whole of this evening, from the com- 
mencement to the close of the walk, the prisoner was not out 
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of their sight ; that upon their return home, the prisoner went 
for a short time into the back yard, returned again just 
after the bell* had done ringing nine o’clock, and retired to 
bed. The testimony of these witnesses will be confirmed by 
that of a Mrs. Peters, who lived nearly opposite the residence 
of the prisoner’s father, and saw the young wQmen returned 
from their walk in company with the prisoner a few minutes 
before nine. She will also testify that she went into the shop, 
kept in the house of the prisoner’s father, just as the nine 
o’clock bell had done ringing, on an errand, and then saw the 
prisoner standing in the kitchen, the door between the shop 
and kitchen being open. It will further appear from the tes- 
timony of Eliza Clark and Mary P. Clark that when Mrs. 
Peters came into the shop, the prisoner had returned from 
the back yard, so that his absence could not have been many 
minutes. 

Moses Clark, the father of the prisoner, will testify that, 
being ill of rheumatism, he retired to bed about eight o’clock 
on the evening of the fire; that he was kept awake by pain 
and heard his daughters, niece and the prisoner return home 
a few minutes before the bell rung for nine. That he dis- 
tinctly heard the voice of his son in the room below; that a 
few minutes past nine o’clock the prisoner came to bed to 
Tiim and was in bed with him until the alarm of fire was 
given ; that being in considerable pain, he scarcely closed his 
eyes during the night; that his son was soon asleep and, as 
he believes, ifiept all night; that when fire was cried, his son 
was asleep and was awaked by the witness; that the son got 
up, went to the window and, partly dressing himself, went 
out of the chamber with his jacket in his hand to go and see 
where the fire might be. Eliza Clark will also testify that 
she met the prisoner coming out of his father’s chamber at 
the time 'fire was cried with his jacket in his hand, and their 
testimony to this point -will be corroborated by that of Mrs. 
Petera, Mrs. Follansbee and Mr. Isaac Johnson, who all saw 
the prisoner coming out of his father’s house soon after the 
alarm of fire was first given. 

dn this evidence, gentlemen, we think yon will be satisfied 
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tliflt if t]i6 cnin6 of which, the prisoner is ficcused w&s perpe- 
trated at any time between the hours of four in the afternoon 
of the 18th and two of the morning of the 19th, it is impossible 
that he could be guilty of it. 

It is not my duty, gentlemen, in the present stage of the 
case, to remark upon the evidence for the prosecution, but 
I shall now proceed, by leave of the Court, to call the wit- 
nesses for the prisoner, and if the evidence shall establish 
the facts I have before stated, I can not doubt that you will 
promptly acquit him of the charge which has brought him to 
the bar of his country for trial. 

THE WITNESSES FOR THE PRISONER. 

Mosefi Clark. Am father of home just before 9, about five 
the prisoner. Returned home minutes j>ast 9 prisoner went to 
from market on tlie evening of bed. Was at Mrs. Hoyt’s half 
18th of August at 7. Was much an hour; we went to show our 
affected with rheumatism. I cousin the town. We went to 
went to bed at about half-juist Mrs. Mace’s and Mrs. Hoyt; 
8. When I came home my son prisoner stayed with us all the 
and daughters were absent; time. 

heard my son’s voice when he CroHS-examitied. Am positive 
came in; I had not then been that it was not the night of the 
asleep, and about five minutes previous fire (TJuirsday). Tlie 
after 9 my son came to bed and evening before were at Mrs. Rob- 
soon went to sleep; I hardly lost inson’s three-quarters of a mile 
myself for tlie night; my son, from their house and returned 
the prisoner continued asleep un- home between 9 and 10 o’clock, 
til fire was cried, when I awoke Our cousin from Cape Ann was 
him and told him to go and see with us the afternoon before 
where the fire was. He went to (Tliursday). Our cousin had 
the fire. The reason my son been there a week and had been 
slept with me was that they had at Mrs. Robinson’s before, but 
a young lady from Gloucester, a in no other jiart of the town, 
cousin, visiting them, and not On Friday afternoon we left 
beds sufficient ; son slept with me home about 5 o’clock, went 
and the young lady with my wife; through Middle street, up State 

son returned home before 9 street to High street and slopped 

o’clock; heard the cry of fire be- at Mrs. Mace’s 15 minutes, in 

fore my son; lived half a mile Titcomb street, half a mile from 

from the fire. her father’s. Left Mrs. Mace’s 

Mary Pearson Clark. Am sis- at half-past 5, then went up into 
ter of the prisoner; came home Hifjdi street to Dexter’s and 
at 4 and took tea, and stayed in there stayed 5 or 10 minutes; 
the house until 5 ; went out and prisoner was with us all the time, 
walked in the evening, and came We returned through Boardman 
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street, down through the market, 
to the lower end of the town to 
Mrs. Hoyt’s, ^rs. Hoyt’s house 
is below father’s half a mile; 
stayed at Mrs. Hoyt’s half an 
hour and came from thence right 
up home; got home a few min- 
utes before 9. The bell rang a 
few miniitesc after we got 
home. When we came home 
father was abed. It was better 
than^ half-past 9 when we went 
to bed; left Mrs. Hoyt’s at half- 
past 8. It was star-light but no 
moon. It was candle light when 
we left Mrs. Hoyt’s. 

Eliza Clark. Am sister of the 
prisoner. We drank tea at 4 
o’clock, and at 5 set out to walk; 
stopped at Mrs. Mace’s a quar- 
ter of an hour and at Dexter’s 5 
minutes ; returned through 
Boardman street to Mrs. Hoyt’s, 
and stayed there about half an 
hour; prisoner was with us all 
the time. After we got home 
prisoner talked with us a little 
while and went out of the back 
door into the back yard and 
stayed about 5 or 10 minutes. 
Mrs. Peters came in just as the 
bell was ringing; after prisoner 
had returned W’e went to bed just 
before 10, the prisoner a few 
minutes after 9. In our walk 
made no other stops but walked 
slow. ^ I did not attend public 
worship the Sunday previous. 

Jane P. Bray. Prisoner was 
with ns from 4 in the afternoon 
until 9 in the evening when he 
went to bed. We were at Mrs. 
Mace’s about a quarter of an 
hour. Stopped at Dexter’s 5 min- 
utes; walked very slow; went 
down to Joppa to Mrs. Hoyt’s, 
and stayed there half an hour. 
Tjeft Mrs. Hoyt’s at half-past 8; 
went to bed between 9 and 10. 
Prisoner went out at the back 


door for 5 minutes. He came in 
the same door and then went to 
bed; did not stop at Mrs. Hoyt’s 
more than half an hour. 

Betsy Clark. The prisoner, 
with his sisters, was at my sis- 
ter’s, Mrs. Mace’s about 6; went 
with them up fiigh street. We 
went to Dexter’s, but did not 
stay there any time, just looked 
at the images and tlien came back 
and went to Mrs. Hoyt’s and left 
there about half-past 8; got 
home just before the bell rang, 
it rang soon after; was acquaint- 
ed with Miss Bray; know it was 
the night of the last fire. 

Bi/ttk Peters. Live near pris- 
oner’s father’s house. Saw the 
prisoner with his sisters and Miss 
Bray pass my house about 10 
minutes before 9 ; saw him again 
when the bell rang for J) in his 
father’s house. T went to his 
father’s shop for candles. As I 
stood in the slion could see pris- 
oner in the kitchen ; recollect the 
time from the circumstance of 
my haring wished my husband 
to go with me and see where the 
fire was on the preceding even- 
ing. I saw prisoner when the 
fire was, coming out of the house. 
Mary P. Clark got the candles 
for me. 

Mrs. Judith Mace. Saw the 
prisoner the evening before the 
fire at 6 or half-past. He was 
at my house 15 minutes or half 
an hour. Betsy Clark returned 
home 15 minutes before the bell 
rung. It was half or three-quar- 
ters of an hour after sundown 
when they left my house. 

Ruth FoTlansbee. Immediate- 
ly after the cry of fire saw pris- 
oner come out from, an alley lead- 
ing to the front door of his fath- 
ers house. He walked towards 
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me and said he thought me one 
of his sisters. 

Eleazer PettingilL Know Han- 
nah Downes. She does not bear 
a very good character in niy 
neighborhood; am one of the 
overseers of the Poor. Her 
mother and she have both been 
in Newbiiryport Workhouse. 
Their house is a bad house, and 
her general character that of a 
loose woman. Her father is at 
sea. Hannah Downes and Sally 
Chase have been committed to 
the County House as night walk- 
ers. 

Henry ^ A damn, Hannah 
Downes lived in my house and 
she behaved very unbecomingly, 
and was carried to the House of 
Correction. Nobody will ]»ay at- 
tention to her word — she is con- 
sidered as infamous — nobody will 
believe her upon her word. 

Samuel Brookings, Hannah 
DoAvnes’ life has been pretty 
loose. She can't be charged with 
theft or lying; never heard any 
thing against her character for 
truth; she is quite young, has 
been a loose woman these two 
years. Sally Chase, alias Sally 
Hobson, has been in Newbury- 
T)ort twelve months; there would 
be more confidence placed in 
Hannah Downes than in lier. 

Isaac Bohinson, Hannah 
Downes is called a very loose 
character, and it was so proved 
when she was carried to the 
Hou^ of Correction. Her moth- 
er was taken sick, and she was 
released from the County House 
to take care of her; after her 
mother died, she moved into Mr. 
Adams’ house, and she had e\^ery 
night young fellows and lads, 
who raised a mutiny; never heard 
she told the truth; never heard 
of her having any character for 


truth; would ns soon believe 
the devil as her. Sjilly Chase is 
called a woman of the* town. 

Benjamin Perkins, Heard 
prisoner's sister say to Hannah 
Downes that she would be the 
means of undoing him, and she 
answered that slie meant to; 
thinks this was after the fire. 

Joseph Wyatt, Attempted to 
go to Mr. Woart’s office and Mr. 
Peai*son prevented me. 

John Greely. Was y»revented 
going into Mr. Woart's office; 
Mr. Pearson would not permit 
me; had no object in going there 
but to see jirisoner; there w'as a 
concourse of boys round the 
ofTice. 

Moses Clark (m*alled). Went 
to Hannah Downes* house a fort- 
night before the fire, after my 
son, the ])risoner; had under- 
derstood that he visited there, 
and went there to find him; said 
to Hannah Downes, what do you 
mean by enticing my hoy? She 
asked what I thonglit she wanted 
of such a lad? T«>ld her 1 did 
not know, unless it was to undo 
him. She said she meant to; 
told my son he should go down 
to Belfast and stay with brother. 
If brother did not want him, and 
he could not get a voyagt? there, 
he might come home by the way 
of Boston and get voyage there 
or at Newbiiryport ; complained 
of my son been use 1 thought 
these girls would ruin him ; could 
not keep him from them and 
called on the Selectmen and Mr. 
Woart for assistanee; son was 
taken on suspicion of having set 
the fire on Thursday evening. T 
never had any apprehension of 
my son except from keeping the 
company of such women ; did not 
fear any other mischief being 
done by him. 
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IN REBUTTAL. 


William Woq^. Mr. Clark 
called on me and said he had 
been to see the Selectmen; that 
his son had left his employment, 
and was at Joppa and in bad 
habits. After his son was com- 
mitted when his father applied 
for his discharge, he said the 
prisoner should go away, he 
would get a voyage for him. 
When he came for him, he said 
he would send him to Belfast, 
and not let him return. The first 
evening Hannah Downes was at 
my house she was there an hour, 
and she at first insisted that she 
knew nothing about it. After 
great reluctance she testified as 
she had done. The reason of her 
reluctance to confess, was her 
promise of secrecy to the pris- 
oner. 

8. W. Marston. Mr. Clark 
wanted the Selectmen to take 
care of his son, the prisoner. He 
said his son had left his place; 
that he had done everything he 


could to induce him to stay at his 
place, but he had become so bad 
he could not do anything with 
him; was afraid if something was 
not done with the prisoner, he 
would do some mischief; said he 
had forbid his son’s coming into 
his house, but his wife let him in ; 
said he could not sleep nights, 
for he was afraid he should wake 
up and find the town on fire. 
There was a great excitement 
against Hannah Downes and 
Sally Chase because they had 
been in company with the pris- 
oner. 

Col. Wade. Hannah Downes 
was in the County House about a 
week. Sally Chase was confined 
there about a month, when I 
had an order from the overseers 
of Newbury for her discharge. 
She behaved very well whilst 
there — and after her discharge, 
she returned and lived in my 
family as a domestic, she has 
continued to behave very well. 


February 16 . 

The Solicitor General stated that since the adjournment, 
he had learned the existence of some new evidence which he 
wished to introduce; that he had in the prisoner’s defense 
been perfectly surprised ; that he had not known, until within 
two days, that an attempt would be made to set up an alibi ; 
that as soon as he was aware of this defense, he immediately 
dispatched a messenger to Newburyport for evidence to meet 
it, and that the witnesses he wished to introduce were sent 
on in consequence and arrived in the night after the adjourn- 
ment of the court. 

The Court permitted the witnesses to be called. 


Ephraim Sweet. Saw tiie came in and asked, the privilege 
prisoner at my shop in Temple of lighting a cigar and went im- 
street previous to the fire. He mediately off. This was between 
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5 and 10 o’clock. From my shop 
to the seat of the fire was less 
than a quarter of a mile; pris- 
oner called at my shop between 
the time of my lighting my lamp 
and 10 o’clock. I usually lit my 
lamp about dusk, at the same 
time that other persons light 
their candles, and I usually shut 
up shop about 10; have lived 15 
years in Newburyport and known 
the prisoner all that period. My 
shop was in the nearest course 
from Mr. Clark’s house io the 
seat of the fire. Prisoner was 
never in my shop before; never 
saw him have a cigar before. 


Edmund Smith, Saw pris* 
oner at about 5 o’clock tlie after- 
noon before the fire. Prisoner 
was then by the Engine house in 
Marlborough streetj three-quar- 
ters of a mile south of State 
street. He^ was standing idle, 
leaning against the fence, as I 
had seen him many times pre- 
vious. No person was witli him; 
know prisoner perfectly well. I 
saw him as I passed by in a 
wagon. I had been into town 
with my wagon and know it was 
on Friday. I might have seen 
liim there on Thursday also. Have 
seen him there repeatedly. 


MR. PICKERING FOR THE PRISONER. 

Mr. Pickering began by observing that, in consequence of 
circumstances already known to the jury, he had been very 
recently assigned as one of the counsel for the prisoner at 
the bar; that the privilege of having counsel thus assigned 
in cases affecting the life of a person accused flowed from 
that humane and benignant spirit which pervaded the laws of 
our country, and if there ever was an occasion for the exer- 
cise of that humanity and tenderness, which distinguish the 
judges who administer our laws, the present was such an one 
— ^when a youth of sixteen who, in contemplation of law, is 
not of sufficient capacity to make choice of counsel and is of 
too tender an age even to know that he has a right to that 
assistance, is put on trial for his life. If, indeed, this unfor- 
tunate youth had fully known his legal rights, if the magis- 
trate before whom he was arraigned had kindly reminded 
him of those rights before confessions were drawn from him in 
the manner which will presently appear, a jury of his coun- 
try would probably never have been called upon to discharge 
the painful duty of sitting in judgment upon hiih for the 
offense now charged against him. He might, perhaps, with 
the assistance of counsel at that time, while events and cir- 
cumstances were fresh in the recollection of witnesses, have 
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been able to f^ow that the present accusation against him was 
unsupported ; that it was the result of a foul conspiracy of 
the abandoned 'females who have been brought here as his 
accusers, and one of whom, as it appears in the evidence, has 
threatened “to ruin him.” But unhappily for him, he had 
not the advantage of professional assistance on his examina- 
tion, nor of the advice of his aged father or any friends of 
mature years, who could have apprised him of his rights; he 
is, therefore, now brought before the jury under all the dis- 
advantages which are the natural consequence of being de- 
prived of such essential aid and support. But, circumstanced 
as he now is, nothing remains for him but to defend himself 
against the present charge with such means as are still in 
his power. 

In addition to these disadvantages, the prisoner has to con- 
tend not only against the legal evidence brought here against 
him, but he has also to combat the excited feelings of the 
inhabitants of that unfortunate town where this calamitous 
fire took place, who, as my colleague has remarked, though 
legally competent to give evidence against him, yet come here 
with much of that strong feeling which belongs to persons 
who are parties in a cause. The naked, undistorted evidence 
of facts may be encountered by an accused person with some 
hope of success, but who can sustain a conflict with the invis- 
ible influence of one of the strongest human passions, the pas- 
sion of terror, which may take possession even of the fairest 
and most candid minds? Yet such is the conflict in which 
this defenseless youth is now to engage; he has already been 
tried and condemned in the minds of all the witnesses who 
are now brought against him, the most respectable and fairest 
of whom can not, unless they are more than human, wholly 
divest themselves of that panic which has so long prevailed 
in their devoted town. 

What, then, must be the embarrassment of the prisoner’s 
counsel in entering upon his defense? It can more easily 
be conceived than described. They can only implore you, 
gentlemen, to give a patient and candid hearing to his cause, 
and to insure this, they trust it is sufficient to remind men 
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of your impartiality that the life of one of your fellow men 
is at stake. When, indeed, his counsel reflect upon the un- 
certainty of this poor prisoner’s fate — when they consider 
that it may be decided hy the perjury, by the mistake or the 
misconception of a singfle witness, or by the misapprehension 
of even the most cautious and impartial jurors, they are 
filled with the deepest anxiety for the result of the present 
trial. And why is it that Providence, in its wisdom, has per- 
mitted so much uncertainty to exist in subjects of the highest 
moment to us? Is it not for the purpose of teaching us cau- 
tion and humility and candor when sitting in judgment upon 
the lives of our fellow men? 

The Solicitor General has remarked to you, gentlemen, that 
his only object will be to discharge his duty wdth faithfulness 
to the government which he represents in this place and with 
liberality towards this unhappy youth. The prisoner’s coun- 
sel may also remark that they are e(|ually disinterested in 
this case, and they believe that, while tlu^y are defending the 
rights of this prisoner, they are at the same time defending 
the cause of CA^cry individual of the community and securing 
the stability of that mild and humane government Avhich it 
is the interest of every individual to cherish and support. 

Every man, let him be in ever so little hazard of being 
brought to the bar of justice^ has a deep interest in the impar- 
tial administration of the laws, and so far has a deep interest 
in the event of the present trial. The prisoner’s counsel 
therefore feel that they have a right to call upon you, gentle- 
men, for all that patience and caution in the case of this 
humble youth Avhich you w^ould think yourselves bound to 
exercise tow’ards an accused person of the most exalted rank 
— ^which (if you will pardon the suggestion) you would de- 
mand from the prisoner himself if the case were reversed 
and, instead of now being at the bar, he w^ere sitting in judg- 
ment upon any one of you. 

What, then, is the offense alleged against this prisoner? 
It is, in the language of the indictment, for having in the 
night time “feloniously, willfully and maliciously set fire 
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to a certain building in one of the towns in this oonniy, by 
means of which a dwelling house was burnt and consumed. 
The crime is undoubtedly one of the blackest dye and will very 
naturally excite the indignation of a jury against the perpe- 
trator of it. But the very circumstaLce that it does thus 
excite indignation should be' a reason why you should place 
yourselves on your guard, lest the feelings of the moment 
should impel yon to give undue weight to evidence which in 
cases of a different nature yon would hardly think deserving 
of attention. 

The intention constitutes the essence of this offense, the act 
of burning must be done willfully, maliciously, feloniously, 
and if the jury have any reasonable doubt of such felonious 
intent, the prisoner must be acquitted. Now, there are innu- 
merable degrees of guilt between mere involuntary accident 
and the most deliberate and flagitious malice. It might in 
the present instance be the fact that the occupant of the stable 
adjoining that which is menticned in the indictment had acci- 
dentally set fire to it, by means of the light which he was in 
the habit of cariying into it by night ; it is also possible that 
it might be occasioned by persons carrying fire through the 
streets or, what is much more common, by means of lighted 
cigars carried through the streets, and even into the stable in 
question. If, then, there was direct and positive evidence that 
this very prisoner had occasioned the fire in any of these ways, 
still, unless he did it with a felonious intention, he is not to 
be pronounced guilty. There might be thoughtlessness and 
carelessness of the grossest nature, and which would deserve 
the severest animadversion, but the prisoner would not be 
answerable for it in the present prosecution. He must be 
found guilty of doing the act with the felonious intent or not 
guilty at aU. 

To convict him, therefore, of having perpetrated the act 
with such an intent, what evidence E^ould the goveminmit 
lay before you) It is obvious that, in the first place, there 
must be sufficient evidence that the fire was feloniously kin- 
dled by some person, for, unless that is first established, then 
no crime has been committed ; there is not what is called, in 
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the language of the law, a corpus delicti. The counsel for 
the prisoner must contend that there is a well-founded dis- 
tinction between the common cases which are put in the books 
of murder and various other crimes committed on the person 
and an act of the present nature. In the former cases, marks 
of violence are found upon the body which has been murdered 
or maimed, but in the present there are no such decisive ac- 
companying marks; the only fact which now appears is that 
certain buildings have been consumed by fire, but whether 
that fire was kindled by the malicious act of man or whether 
it happened by accident in some of the ways already men- 
tioned does not distincly appear. This, as the prisoner’s coun- 
ael think, ought first to be shown, and this they contend to 
be the meaning of the rule that there should exist a legal 
corpus delicti — ^a rule which has been borrowed from the 
Roman law, and which must be understood by us in the sense 
in which it appears to be used in that law and in the laws of 
those nations who have adopted it. 

What, then, is the evidence of the felonious act in the 
present case? It is admitted that it arises from the confes- 
sions made by the prisoner at various times. 

In weighing this species of evidence, it is highly important 
to keep in mind a principle of law which constitutes the se- 
curity of our most sacred rights in society. It is that con- 
fessions ‘^must be voluntary, not obtained by improper infiu- 
ence, nor drawn from the prisoner by means of a threat or 
promise, for, however slight the promise or threat may have 
been, a confession so obtained can not be received in evidence 
on account of the uncertainty and doubt whether it was not 
made rather from a motive of fear or of interest than from 
a sense of guilt.” 

Such is the humane provision of our own laws and, indeed, 
of the laws of all nations, where the rights of the subject are 
at all regarded by the sovereign authority of the state. Now, 
it is obvious that the kind and degrees of compulsion or influ- 
ence which may be exercised upon a prisoner may be ex- 
tremely various. The highest degree is the rack or torture, 
which is employed in some countries, and from this point 
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there are indefinite degrees of restraint or influence, by means 
of imprisonment, threats more or less terrific, promises of 
reward and promises of pardon or indemnity, down to the 
mere well-intended persuasions and recommendations of busy 
bystanders who may happen to be present at the arrest of a 
criminal. Now, if it shall appear that the confessions of an 
accused person were made while under the influence of any 
cause of this kind, “however ^slight,” as the law says, such 
confessions shall not be received to convict him. 

Such is the language of the law when applied to persons 
of mature years — ^persons who have had experience in human 
affairs, who have had the means of knowing the laws of their 
country, who have been accustomed to weigh the consequences 
of the acts they commit, who, in short, have a full knowledge 
of their rights. With how much more force, then, does the 
rule of law apply to a youth of the tender age of the prisoner, 
who is so far from having a knowledge of all his rights that 
he is hardly conscious that he has any, who can not weigh the 
consequences of his acts, and who, if stimulated to a deed of 
the kind now charged upon him, would not be likely to reflect 
whether the place where the fire was to be kindled was in the 
midst of a populous town or among the more dispersed dwell- 
ings in our villages. 

Another principle of law which may perhaps be applicable 
to this case is that the whole confession is to be taken together ; 
if, therefore, a part of it shall go to his condemnation, but the 
whole of it together to his acquittal, the jury will be bound 
to acquit him. 

The confesinons in the present case are of two descriptions; 
those made after the arrest of the prisoner, which, it is 
contended, were made under an improper influence, and those 
which are said to have been previously made to two female 
witnesses, which, it is contended, are not proved, because 
those females appear by the evidence to be persons of infam- 
ous character and utterly unworthy of belief. 

One of these abandoned women testifies to two different 
confessions, in the first of which she states that the prisoner, 
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while the fire was burning, spoke of it as kindled by some 
other person, and when she charged it upon him, he nodded 
his head, which she now pretends to have understood as 
assenting to what she said, but she states at the same time tliat 
she docs not recollect that he used any expression in reply to 
her insinuation. The next time when she pretends to have 
had another confession from him w^as about sunrise the same 
morning, when he unequivocally declared to her that he had 
done it in the manner she has described. But this witness 
is not entitled to belief, especially in a case whtTc the life 
of a party is at stake. For she appears by the undisputed 
evidence of reputable witnesses to have been a woman of loose 
and infamous character; and it appears by the records of the 
magistrate that she was sentenced to confinement as a woman 
of that description ; in addition to all which, if anytliing fur- 
ther w^ere wanting, several of the same witm^sses ymsitively 
swear that she has the character of not being a woman of 
truth. These facts alone would be sufficient to di‘«troy all 
belief in her testimony, but there are still fiirthcu* reasons why 
she is not to be credited in her statcMiienls n*.spi*e1ing this 
prisoner. She has strong motives of revenge, and she has 
threatened it against this youth and his family. It is in 
evidence that when th(» fatluT of the prisoner <liseovered that 
the unfortunate boy had fallen into the hands of this disso- 
lute woman and her polluted confederates, he endeavored 
to extricate his child; he expostulated with Ion*, tilling her 
(in his own simple, but affeeting language) that sin; ‘‘would 
undo his son*' upon which this woman, with the s])int of a 
fury, maliciously replif'd that she ni<*ant to undo him. The 
same threat w^as also made to another witness fBenj. Perkins) 
on another occasion. Further, she swears that the prisoner 
had the indiscretion to address a letter to her ^whih* she and 
her companion, Sally Chase, were imprisoned in an adjoin- 
ing apartment of the jail) iu which he entreated her not to 
tell anybody what he had done, for it would undo him, or 
words to that effect. That the prisoner did re(|uest a paper 
of some kind to be handed in to the apartment of these women 
will not be contested, because it is sworn to by a witness who, 
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although the cousin of this woman, stands here unimpeached. 
But this witness does not know to which of the women the 
letter was addressed, nor does he state which of them received 
it from him; much less does he know anything of its contents. 
If, then, she ever did receive a letter containing any confes- 
sions relating to this transaction, why does sh^ not produce 
itf How happens it that she only recollects a part of the 
letter — and such part as she probably supposes will condemn 
him? And why did she destroy the letter f Yon have a right, 
gentlemen, to infer that she destroyed it because die was con- 
scious that the whole letter together would not have home 
her out in the statement she now pretends to make of its 
contents. If we can for a moment imagine that this aban- 
doned woman and her confederates had formed a conspiracy 
to min this youth, we shall then find motives sufficiently 
powerful to induce her to destroy this piece of evidence which 
might have recoiled upon herself. Of the same foul character 
is the evidence of her profiigate companion, Sally Chase, who, 
in the same breath when she repeats the tale of the confession 
(to which Hannah Downes testified), tells us the highly im- 
probable story that he intended to begin the confiagration of 
the town by setting fire to a building belonging to his own 
brother ! It is uimecessary to dwell on evidence derived from 
such polluted sources. Lamentable, indeed, woxild it be that 
the life of even the most atrocious villain who was ever 
brought to the bar should hang upon the breath of such 
fiagitious witnesses! Yet one of these very witnesses has the 
effrontery to tell you that her sense of duty impelled her to 
make the disclosure of the facts to the officers of the town. 
Her sense of duty ! The sense of duty of a profiigate wretch 
who has violated the most sacred duty of her sex in abandon- 
ing the marriage bed of her own husband for the haunts of 
prostitution I 

But it is now necessary for you, gentlemen, to consider 
what weight is to be given to the subsequent confessions of 
the prisoner. Here, indeed, there is indisputable evidence 
that this inexperienced youth did make acknowledgements 
which, if made freely and voluntarily and under a conscious- 
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ness of his right, would tend to prove his guilt. But it is 
contended that they were not so made. 

The first of these confessions was made in Newburyport, at 
the office of Mr. Woart, the magistrate before whom the exam* 
ination was had. And under what circumstances was it made t 
It is apparent that it was under the influence of fear, and 
perhaps of the promise of security held out to him at the 
time of his seizure in Ipswich, when Mr. Wade, of that place 
(who took him), expressly promised him “that he would not 
hurt him” if he would go with him. Prom this moment the 
prisoner was not in a situation to make confessions with that 
perfect freedom which the law intends in such a case. Under 
the faith of this promise, therefore, he is carried to Newliury- 
port without any legal process against him and delivered over 
to the magistrate at his office. In the agitation of the moment, 
the lad is shut up in the magistrate’s office. The officers of 
the town are then sent for and, after shutting themselves up 
with the prisoner (the ptiblie being excluded by stationing 
a doorkeeper to prevent their entrance), the prisoner, with- 
out the countenance and support of his father or of any 
friend who could have apprised him of his rights, is interro- 
gated. It is true, indeed, that the worthy magi.stratc and 
some of the respectable gentlemen then present inform us 
that the statute relating to this offense (sufficient in itself to 
appal a stouter heart than his) was read to him in due form ; 
that he was carefully informed that he was not obliged to 
make any confession on the subject. But what effect would 
all this formal caution, this array of justice, be likely to have 
upon the mind of a youth arrested, as he was, under a promise 
of security, and then immediately shut up within the closed 
doors of the magistrate’s office! Exactly what did happen; 
it only increased his terror, and the unwary youth (after 
having at first repeatedly denied the charge before the magis- 
trate alone) was drawn into confession in the presence of the 
town officers, which a person of mature years would have 
avoided, and which this prisoner never would have made 
but under the influence of hw fears. Besides, one of the 
selectmen of the town (James Prince, Esq.) candidly acknowl- 
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edges that daring this preliminary examination he believes, 
when he first went into the ofilee, he did say to the prisoner 
that he had better confess the truth. 

In addition to all this, it was observed to the prisoner by 
the magistrate of some other person that they had obtained 
evidence of his guilt and that they had it “in black and 
white.” Under the effect, therefore, of these circumstances 
of persuasion and terror constantly operating from the mo- 
ment he was lulled into a fatal security by the declaration of 
Mr. "Wade that he would not hurt him till the close of his 
examination before Justice "Wcart, he was at length brought 
to make the confessions mentioned by the witnesses. Prom 
this moment, then, the prisoner was no longer in that per- 
fectly free and undisturbed state of mind in which he ought 
to be in order to render his confessions admissible in evidence 
against him. 

His next confession took place at the jail, to which he had 
been sent by the magistrate for safe keeping while a complaint 
and warrant were preparhig. Here again we are told that 
the same caution was given by the public officers present, 
the statute was again read and proceedings of the same kind 
with the last were again had. The prisoner was, however, 
at this time called upon to plead in legal form to a complaint 
regularly made, and he did accordingly answer in the first 
instance that he was not guilty. Why did not the magistrate 
immediately record this plea, hear the evidence in the case 
and, if he found probable cause, commit him for trial? In- 
stead of this usual course of proceeding, he was asked what 
he meant by not guilty, to which he replied that he did not 
burn all the buildings (including one burnt on the preceding 
night) ; but upon being further questioned, he said that he 
did set fire to the bam in Charter street (mentioned in the 
indictment) but did not do it alone, upon which the magis- 
trate, pushing his inquiries still further, observed to him that 
they understood what he meant, and repeated to him the usual 
question of guilty or not guilty, to which he answered that 
he was gaUty. And this is the trial and plea of which the 
record is now produced by the government as evidence of the 
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guilt of this prisoner. By these remarks, however, it is not 
intended to intimate that the proceedings of the magistrate 
and town officers were dictated by improper motives, but they 
were evidently had under the extraordinary agitation of the 
moment, and, as we apprehend, were calculated to produce 
such an improper influence upon the mind of a young person 
as to render his confessions altogether inadmissible against 
him. 

But his alleged confessions do not end here. A fortnight 
after his commitment, at the request of the jailor, he was 
visited by the Rev. Dr. Dana, accompanied by the witness 
(Mr. Sweetser) who has stated that Dr. D. conversed with 
the prisoner, alluded to his previous eonfessions and spoke 
to him of the enormity of his crime, and the i>risoner once 
more made a confession of his having done it, but in company 
with another person (Joseph Lawrence), Dr. Dana expre^ssed 
his commiseration for him and prayed wdth him. Here again 
we contend that acknowledgments thus obtained, however 
free they may be said to be, judging from the external deport- 
ment of the prisoner, must be considiTed as having been made 
under the full weight of that influence which would naturally 
be felt from the presence and conversation of a clergyman. 
We have no right to doubt that the visit was in this instance 
well intended, but w'e must, nevertheless, be permitted to 
remark, with all the respect we entertain for the party con- 
cerned, that a circumstance of this kind was calculated to 
excite a prejudice against the prisoner which might Ik? fol- 
lowed by the most fatal consequences upon his trial. It does, 
indeed, seem to us like preparing the victim for the sacrifice 
before his fate has been decided by the judgment of the law. 

Another confession, it is alleged, ivas made to one of the 
selectmen (Maj. Cross), who called to see the prisoner, at 
the request of that board of officers ^ and for the purpose, as 
it is said, of gaining information of the prisoner's occom- 
plices. Here again the prisoner was regularly cautioned that 
he was not obliged to criminate himself, but was at the same 
time interrogated to know if he did set fire to the building; 
and, as might at this period be naturally expected, he again 
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acknowledged that he did it, hut still in company with the 
person he had before mentioned (Lawrence). Of the same na- 
ture with this was his remaining confession, which was proved 
by another witness (Wm. B. Baimister, Esq.), who candidly 
states, at the same time, that he made many remarks to the 
prisoner upon the character and consequences pf his crime, 
which, coming from a person of the witness’, character and 
rank, must have had a powerful tendency to disconcert and 
intimidate an inexperienced youth. 

Such, then, is the nature of all these confessions which are 
proved by credible witnesses to have been made by the pris- 
oner at the bar, and it will appear from an examination of 
the circumstances attending them that the prisoner was under 
an ignorance of his right ; that he was, from the time of his 
arrest, under the influence of fear and a promise of security 
for himself ,on condition that he should confess the fact or 
give up the names of his supposed accomplices, which last 
was a constant subject of inquiry, and which he complied with 
by disclosing the name of Lawrence, as mentioned by the wit- 
nesses. Upon such confessions as these, and which are now 
testified to after the lapse of many months, we contend that 
a youth of his age ought not to be convicted. 

But his defense does not rest here. He has produced wit- 
nesses of unexceptional characters to establish an alibi, to 
^ow that he could not have kindled the fire in question be- 
cause he must, according to this testimony, have been in 
another place at the time when it is supposed to have been 
kindled. We are aware that the able counsel for the prosecu- 
tion, who has had so many years’ experience on the criminal 
side of this court, will be ready to treat this part of the pris- 
oner’s defense with feelings perhaps of contempt because an 
alibi is so often the only resource of artful and experienced 
offenders. But in the cases of that description the proof gen- 
erally rests upon the testimony of profligate coi^ederates, 
who are ready to commit perjury in order to screen a com- 
panion from the hands of justice. Li the present case, how- 
ever, the proof is of a very different character; the witnesses 
are unimpeached,, and some of them are not even members of 
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the family of the prisoner. If their statements are to be be* 
lieved,' then it is proved that the prisoner was constantly in 
their company for the latter part of the afternoon and the 
whole evening of the day when the fire happened, or from 
four o’clock until about nine. 

It is quite unnecessary to review minutely all the facts 
relating to this point, as they have been already stated in the 
opening of the defense, but it will be sufficient to remind 
you, gentlemen, in general terms, that a friend of 
the prisoner’s family from another town (Jane P. Bray, of 
Gloucester) happened then to be at the father’s on a visit; 
that on the afternoon of the day in question the family took 
tea about four o’clock, which was a little earlier than usual, 
and about five o’clock left the house together for the purpose 


of a walk through the town to show their young friend such 
objects as a stranger might naturally be desirous of seeing; 
that they pursued their walk at leisure to various distant 
parts of the town and called at two different houses of their 
acaquaintance, at each of which they passed some time; this 
occupied them till half past eight o’clock, a point of time 
which is testified to by a witness who lives in another town 
(Gloucester) and who happened to be then on a visit in New- 
buryport, and also by another lady who joined them in their 
walk; they parted with this witness and arrived at their own 
home at a few minutes before nine, which time is proved, not 
only by the concurring testimony of all the persons who went 
out together, but also by a perfectly distinterested witnera 
(Mrs Peters) who lives in the same street with the prisoner s 
father, and who saw this party return from their walk at 
about ten minutes before 9 o’clock, which day and hour she 
is enabled to fix from the particular circumstances she has 
stated. During this whole period, the prisoner ^ in 
the company of the witnesses alluded to, and imm^iatejr 
after the nine o’clock bell had rung, it w proved t^t he 
retired to rest in the same bed with his father, with ® 

was obliged to deep for the purpose of affordmg 
tions in their humble dwelling for their female frmnd who 
was visiting them. And that he passed the whole of the mght 



638 AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 

in bed with his father till the fire broke out is indisputable 
from the evidence of the father, who was kept awake all night 
by the indisposition with which he was afflicted. Upon 
the whole of the evidence, therefore, on this point, it must 
be necessarily inferred that the prisoner was with his friends 
at the very time when the fire is alleged to have^been kindled. 

But it will be objected that there was an interval, about 
nine o’clock, when he might have committed the offense, for 
it appears by the evidence adduced on his behalf that 
after his return to the house he went into the back yard for 
five or ten minutes (no witness says more than ten). It is 
true that he was so absent, but, besides that, the yard in ques- 
tion was entirely enclosed with a fence of seven or eight feet 
high (a circumstance well known, though not expressly stated 
by the witnesses) , it is apparent that this interval of time 
was far too small for the accomplishment of the crime, because 
the house of the prisoner’s father was about half a mile from 
the fire, and it would have been impos.sible for the prisoner 
to have gone to the spot and there met his confederate, Law- 
rence, prepared the combustibles spoken of and then have re- 
turned home at nine o’clock, and that he did return at that 
time is proved by their neighbor, Mrs. Peters, who swears 
expressly that she had occasion to purchase some small arti- 
cles at Mr. Clark’s shop; that the bell was ringing for nine 
when she left her own door to cross the street towards the 
shop, and when she arrived there she saw the prisoner in a 
room adjoining the shop ; and the same witnesses who speak 
of his being absent for the few minutes above mentioned are 
equally certain that he had returned from the back yard when 
Mrs. Peters arrived ; this, then. Was about the time of the bell 
ringing, and it is proved that a few minutes after nine he 
went to bed. 

It may be objected further that there is a variance between 
the evidence of the females whom the prisoner accompanied 
and that of Mrs. Mace as to the time which was passed at the 
house of the latter. But if the times of the prisoner’s going 
out and returning home are accurately fixed (as they are by 
the circumstances testified to), it is altogether immaterial 
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whether the intermediate periods of the visits and walk are 
so or not; the computation of that intermediate time is sub- 
ject to some uncertainty, but this can not be the ease with the 
beginning and termination of the walk, for the reasons given 
by the witnesses. 

But if it should still be contended that the prisoner was 
at the place when the fire was kindled, the government have 
it in their power to prove it coneliisively by means of Law- 
rence, who must have been there, and who could, without 
being obliged directly to criminate himself, swear that the 
prisoner was there. Why, then, is not Lawrence produced 
on the part of the prosecution and the guilt of the prisoner 
decisively established? 

It is unnecessary, gentlemen, to ask your attention to the 
details of the evidence any further. But it may not be use- 
less to make a few general reflections upon this extraordinary 
case. And one of the first 'which presses itself upon your 
minds will be what motives the prisoner had for perpetrating 
the crime alleged against hint? It does not appear that he 
had any motives of revenge against any person living in the 
part of the town where the fire took place; nor can an ade- 
quate motive be discovered in any part of the t(*stimony winch 
is entitled to the least credit. If there is any truth in the 
confession attributed to him by the two principal witnesses 
(H. Downes and S. Chase), his motive must have bf‘en to 
take revenge upon his own brother, but the suspicion that 
he might have been actuated by this motive (to say nothing 
of the improbability of his being willing to sacrifice a brother) 
is wholly removed by the decisive fact that the fire was not 
kindled in the immediate vicinity of his brother ^s house. 
Can it be believed that this youth has been at once transformed 
to a demon and has committed a crime of such unexampled 
malignity from the mere cravings of a most unnatural appe- 
tite for cruelty? Under such extraordinary circumstances, 
then, gentlemen, cautiously inquire, in the first place, whether 
the fire in this case was maliciously and feloniously kindled 
by any man, and, if you should be satisfied on that point, 
then, with still more circumspection, examine the evidence of 
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the facts which are now combined together to fasten the crime 
upon this youth. And here you will not overlook the import- 
ant consideration that the whole charge rests upon the con- 
fessions of the party accused. How many instances have there 
been, in all parts of the world, of confessions of murders and 
other atrocities which were never committed ! JWhat a strik- 
ing example of this have we lately seen in a neighboring state 
of our own country !^* Recollect the threats ; weigh well the 
motives of some of the abandoned witnesses in this case to 
be the ruin of the prisoner. Let the human maxim of the law 
be deeply fixed in your minds that it is better that ten guilty 
persons should escape than that one innocent man should 
suffer. Reflect on the momentous consequences of your de- 
cision to this youth ; suffer not yourselves to be influenced by 
any suspicions that may have been disseminated respecting 
any other part of his short life, but remember that he is now 
on trial for this offense alone. If this past has not been blame- 
less, remember that it is so much the more difficult, but at the 
same time the more necessary for you to keep your minds 
free from prejudice against him in the pi’csent case. Do not 
suffer yourselves to be influenced by the circumstance that 
the people of this unfortunate town have, under the pardon- 
able teiror of the moment, entertained suspicions of his hav- 
ing before been guilty of similar offenses, recollect how ready 
we are to fasten ux>on one accused person the guilt of others, 
and that if the recent fire in that town had not (fortunately 
for tlie prisoner) taken place since he has been in confine- 
ment, he would be as likely to be the victim of suspicions in 
that as in former instances. Suffer not yourselves to be car- 
ried away by those strong emotions which must have seized 
upon the minds of the respectable witnesses from that deso- 
lated town. Above all, suffer not your horror of the crime 
to excite in your breasts a vindictive spirit against this 
youth because he happens to be the first unfortunate object 
whom the ardent, though not unjustifiable, zeal of a com- 
munity has marked out as guilty of this atrocity — a zeal 


** See Trial of the Booms. Ante, p. 73. 
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whose influence is the more dangerous ns the character of 
that community is the more distinguished. 

THE SOLICITOR GENERAL, FOR TUF: COMMONWEALTH. 

Mr . Davis, Gentlemen of the jury : The remaining duty 
which I have now to discharge is to sum up and remark upon 
the evidence which has been given you in this important trial 
and I shall endeavor to perform this duty with as little incon- 
venience to you as is consistent with the nature of the subject 
and the important issue of your deliberations. Although 
much time has necessarily been occupied in the progress of 
the trial, you ivill readily perceive that the path of your duty 
may be easily traced; the evidence appears to be of so clear 
and decided a character that I can not anticipate the existence 
of a doubt in your minds as to the guilt of the prisoner. 

I have been somewhat surprised by several of the remarks 
of my learned friends who have preceded me on behalf of the 
prisoner. From these I should imagine that the prisoner was 
now before a tribunal where the spirit and principles of law 
and justice had rarely entered. He has been represented not 
only as an innocent, but a defenseless youth, now to be sacri- 
ficed to the vindictive i)oraecution of his enemies; that their 
vengeance and your vengeance is about to be recked upon 
him;^' that his life is endangered more by his weakness than 
his crime ; that all the witnesses against him are the inter- 
ested parties to the prosecution, and that he has been made 
to furnish the evidence against himself, and to crown the 
whole, it has been stated that “he has no friend but the 
Court. 

Is it possible that such language as this can benefit the pris- 
oner in the highest judicial tribunal of Massachusetts? It is 
in this court and under the mild and just laws of this State 
that an innocent man would wish to be tried, in preference 
to all others. Here the guilty may have often escaped the 
punishment due to their crimes, but no innocent man was 
ever known to suffer before this tribunal. What better friends 
can an accused party wish for on his trial than upright and 
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learned Judges who, by the humane provisions of the law, 
are required to be of counsel for him in his defense? In the 
presence of this Ck>urt no man was ever sacrificed, no ven> 
geance was ever recked upon the guiltless, no ''defenseless 
boy” ever met with any other than the most humane and lib- 
eral treatment. Suggestions so extravagant as those made 
to you upon this subject by the prisoner’s counsel are utterly 
inconsistent with the moral .habits of this people, and the 
chaste and spotless character of our Judges and judicial estab- 
lishments. These fears and cautions of my learned friends 
are therefore unnecessary and groundless. 

In order to support this prosecution, two facts must be 
proved to your entire satisfaction : 1, That the crime described 
in the indictment has been committed, and 2, that it was com- 
mitted by the prisoner at the bar. 

With respect to the first of these, I shall trouble you with 
but few remarks. By the testimony of Mr. Pitz and Mr. 
Prothingham, the following facts are fully established. That 
the fire was first discovered between two and three o’clock 
in the morning of the 19th of August. This is full proof that 
the dwelling bouse of Mr. Prothingham was burnt in the night 
time. 

The endence that this burning was malicious and not acci- 
dental is now to be stated. The circumstance that the fire was 
not discovered till after two o’clock in the morning affords 
the strongest presumptive proof of this fact. Prom the testi- 
mony of Mr. Pitz, there can be no doubt but that the fire was 
set in Mrs. Cross’ stable. It was first seen to burst out from 
the easterly side of that stable. It is in evidence that there 
was no hay or other combustible matter in it ; it was unoc- 
cupied; no person is known to have entered it for several 
days. There had been no tempest, from the lightning of 
which the fire might have been kindled, no single possible 
circumstance from which it might be conceived that the fire 
originated from an innocent or accidental cause. 

It has been suggested by counsel for the prisoner that the 
fire might have originated in the adjoining stable, belonging 
to Gilman. There is nothing in the evidence to support this 
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presumption, excepting the fact that Gilman was in the habit 
of going into his stable at all hours of the night with a lan- 
tern. If the fire originated in Gilman’s stable from this cause, 
it must have been placed there either by design or accident. 
It could not be from design ; there was no motive for this. Gil- 
man had property in this stable, viz, seven tons of hay, thn»e 
horses and two wagons, all of which were burnt. No man 
destroys his own property. But if Gilman possessed either 
this delirious fancy or "wicked motive, it is proved by his 
brother that he was at home and in bed during the wdiole of 
the night of the fire. How could it be burnt by accident? If 
it were, the fire would not remain slowly kindling the whole 
night in a place filled with hay. But the fact that the fire was 
discovered in Mrs. Cross’ stable and that it was thence com- 
municated to Oilman’s is decisive upon this point. Gentle- 
men, I shall not waste your time in further commenting upon 
the proof that the fire by which Mr. Frothingham’s house 
was burnt originated in Mrs. Cross’ stable and that it w^as 
placed there by the hand of an incendiary. The proof of the 
fact is too clear to require an additional observation. 

I shall now enter upon the discussion of that part of the 
evidence which has been offered to prove to you that the pris- 
oner is guilty of the crime charged upon him in the indict- 
ment. 

You will naturally perceive, genthTOen, that a crime of 
this odious and atrocious character would be committed in 
secret. Unless, therefore, the incendiary .should be providen- 
tially detected while in the act of committing it, the evidence 
against him miist be either circumstantial or .such as I have 
given you in the present case ; that is, the voluntary confes- 
sion of his guilt. 

The ancient and well-established rules of la^v and evidence 
which have been urged in behalf of the prisoner will not he 
controverted in cases where they have a dirt‘ct and fair appli- 
cation. But from many circumstances which have now ap- 
peared in evidence, the prisoner can not be entitled to the full 
benefit of them. The presumption of his innocence is much 
weakened by the profligacy of his habits and manners and the 
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apparent and nnheard-of obduracy of his mind. His wanton 
and ferocious disposition for mischief, his diabolical spirit of 
revenge upon the slightest provocation unfortunately place 
him out of the sphere of all our legal and humane presumi>- 
tions in favor of innocence. 

Nor is his situation much changed for the. better by his 
youth. It is manifest from the evidence that, though young 
in years, he is old in depravity. His understanding and intel- 
lect are unusually strong and clear and fit him for extensive 
and fatal mischiefs when abused and devoted to their accom- 
plishment. It is to such a character, therefore, that the rules 
of evidence are now to be applied. 

It is readily admitted that the great body and weight of 
evidence against the prisoner arises from his own confessions, 
and that without the aid of these he can not be convited. But 
it is also contended that if you should find these confessions 
were perfectly free and voluntary, they constitute the best 
evidence which the law demands against the prisoner. The 
law relative to such confessions and the circumstances under 
which they are made so as to render them admissible is in this 
State perfectly well settled and understood. In this court, 
the decisions of English Judges have been considered so far 
rational and sound as to have been here adopted and applied. 
At the same time, it is believed that the construction of all 
the rules of law upon the subject in our own courts have been 
carried quite as far, and perhaps further, in favor of the 
accused party than they have been on the English bench. We 
shall not be much aided upon this subject by the remarks of 
some of the English and Irish jurists resorted to by the pris- 
oner’s counsel. Those of Mr. Justice Foster refer to cases of 
high treason and are entitled to the highest authority in cases 
where they are intended to apply, which are generally in eases 
originating in times of great turbulence in which the govern- 
ment may be considered in some sort to be arrayed against 
the prisoner. Those of McNally are of greater use in Ireland 
than in Massachusetts. All our feelings and prepossessions 
are in favor of the accused. Perhaps this may not be alto- 
gether the case in the courts and in the country whence these 
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opinions and the cases upon which they are founded orig* 
inated. 

The true doctrine upon this suhjeei, so far as it applies to 
the present case, is contained in the following passages in 
Phillips’ law of Evidence: “Since an admission is evidence 
against a party in civil suits, with much stronger reason is 
the voluntary confession of a prisoner evidence against him 
on a criminal prosecution, for it is not to be conceived that 
a man would he induced to make a free confession of guilt 
so contrary to the feelings and principles of human nature 
if the facts confessed were not true.” “It seems to be now 
clearly established that a ftee and voluntaiy confession by a 
person accused of an offense, whether made before his appre- 
hension or after, whether made on a judicial examination or 
after commitment, whether reduced into writing or not, in 
short, that any voluntary confession made by a prisoner to 
any person at any time or place is strong evidence against 
him, and, if satisfactorily proved, sufficient to convict him 
without any corroborating circumstances.” 

I will now apply the evidence of the prisoner’s confession 
In this case to the rules and principles thus established. And 
you must understand, gentlemen, when you come to deliberate, 
upon this evidence, that the true question will be: “Is there 
any reason to fear, or even suspect, that the prisoner has 
falsely accused himself T” 

The evidence of the prisoner’s confessions arises from six 
several and independent sources: 1st, his confessions to 
TT.T.T'^lt Downes and Sally Chase; 2d, to Mr. Justice Woart 
when first brought into his office; 3d, upon his examination 
by this magistrate immediately preceding his commitment for 
trial; 4th, to Maj. Cross and Capt. O’Brien between the time 
of his being delivered up to Justice Woart and his final ex- 
amination; 5th, to the Rev. Dr. Dana, and 6th, to Mr. Ban- 
nister. , „ I, 

His confessions to Hannah Downes and Sally Chase, you 

will recollect, gentlemen, must have been entirely vo untaiy; 
indeed, they were not only voluntary, but confidential, and 
made without the least solicitation on their part If, there- 
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fore, the testimony of these two witnesses, or either of them, 
should be corroborated and credited, the prisoner most be pro- 
nounced guilty. I will briefly state their testimony. They 
swear that the communication to them from the prisoner was 
immediately after, or on the day of, the last fire — made on 
the spot and in substance as follows: That he procured a 
candle from his father’s cellar, broke it by accident, took 
another instead of it; that he proceeded with it to the stable, 
having with him a cigar and matches; that he scraped together 
a small quantiy of hay in the upper loft of the stable, placed 
the candle in it under the stairs, lighted the candle and left 
it burning; that this premeditated and horrid act was com- 
mitted between 8 and 9 o’clock (or 7 or 8 o’clock) in the 
evening; that he hastened to his father’s house, where he 
arrived about 9 o’clock; went immediately to bed with his 
father so that he might be able to prove where he was when 
the Are broke out. 

These witnesses further state that while they and the pris- 
oner were confined in prison, he sent in to Hannah Downes 
a letter containing a re(iuest that “for God’s sake, she would 
not tell what he had done, for if she did, it would ruin him,” 
and that he repeatedly called to her throTigh the partition 
wall of his apartment during the night of their confinement, 
making the same request in nearly the same words ; that this 
letter was destroyed, but was taken from the hand of the 
pri.soner by young Stanwood and delivered by him into the 
apartment where these two witnesses were confined; that 
before this letter was destroyed it was rtiad by them and by 
another person not now in court. 

These witnesses, particularly Hannah Downes, further state 
that the prisoner told her of his intention to go into the State 
of Maine and stay a short, time till the people become quieted; 
that then he would return by way of Boston, go to Newbury- 
port in the night and set fire to the town in several places, 
so as that it could not be extinguished, and that if he was 
found out and sent to the State prison, he would have his 
revenge if he ever got out, if it were twenty years afterwards, 
together with other particulars not necessary now to restate, 
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but which discover in the prisoner a malignity of disposition 
ijothing short of total <l(‘pravity. 

If this testimony is credited, gi'ntleiiu'ix you can have no 
doubt of the prisoner's guilt. I shall endeavor to establish it 
1st, upon the ground that Hannah Downes has testified in a 
manner to entitle her to your belief, and 2d, that her testi- 
mony has been fully corroborated. As to the first, I bt‘g you 
to recollect her dectmt and modest appi^aranee and manner 
during the time she was passing the fiery ordeal of her exam- 
ination. If she has sworn falsely, I should say lhat slie was 
the most artful ^mung woman I have ever seen in court in 
the character of a witness. Nothing could be more fair, simple 
and connected than her appearance and teslimony through- 
out the whole of it. They carried with tliem such int(*rnal 
marks of integrity and truth that diii'ing a S(‘ver(‘ cross-exam- 
ination she must have been detect(‘d if she hail Imhui false. 

The attack upon the character of this girl luis been violent 
and persevering. I am satisfied that she has been much abused 
by the witnesses for the prisoner; I shall presently look at 
their testimony and motives. 

Permit me now to remark, gentlemen, that what(‘v<T may 
have been the character of Hannah Downes, she was the fricuid 
and intimate companion of the prisoner. Slie is, therefore, 
doubtless as good as he is — probably infinitely his suj>erior 
in everything relating to her moral habits and fet^lirigs. Prom 
the above-men tiom?d fact, you can not cxjxfct from me evi- 
dence arising from the prisoner's conduct or confession from 
any other source than from his companions and friends — 
certainly not from the correct part of the community, for the 
prisoner has no friends or associates of that description — ^and 
it comes with an ill grace from him, and he ought not to be 
permitted to say that the testimony of this girl is not to be 
credited on account of her loose character when it appears 
that she has been his confidential friend and associate. 

I must now be permitted to remark upon the various objec- 
tions made to the credibility of Hannah Downes. The first 
attack is upon the ground that her reputation is that of a 
common prostitute. It is true that this court have decided 
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that evidence of this description is so far to be admitted as to 
affect the character, not the competency, of a witness. The 
correctness of this decision, thottgh of recent date, is not to 
be questioned. The application of it to any particular wit- 
ness is always open to the discretion of the jury. It was 
intended to he applied only to those wretches whose bodies 
and souls are but one mass of moral corruption and infamy — 
that there are such wretches in some of the large cities and 
towns in t.hia and every other country is a fact not to be de- 
nied. It is for yon to decide, gentlemen, whether Hannah 
Downes has been proved to be of the number of these wretches. 
I am confident you can have perceived no such evidence 
against her. Although she may have been incorrect in some 
instances, I believe she is entitled to as much credit as a wit- 
ness in this court as some of those who have so furiously 
assailed her character. 

I put out of the number of these the unhappy father of the 
prisoner. Whatever he may have said as a witness, both 
against the character of Hannah Downes and in favor of his 
son at the bar, may be the result of the strongest feelings of 
which the human heart is susceptible. He has from me all 
the feelings of compassion and pity which I am capable of 
expressing; they are equaled only by those of indignation for 
his son, who has brought him into this most agonizing situa- 
tion. If there is any chosen curse, any hidden thunder in 
the stores of heaven, let it burst upon the wretch who dis- 
graces his father and brings down his grey hairs with sorrow 
to the grave 1 

Several other witnesses have been produced against the 
character of Hannah Downes. I shall not bestow much pains 
upon them ; they all appear to be her enemies ; one of them, 
in particular (Robinson, I think), was absolutely infuriate; 
I could not obtain a decent answer from him. 

The opinions of such people, enemies of the impeached wit- 
ness, are of little weight; evidence of this nature diould come 
from the purest and most unprejudiced minds, or it weighs 
nothing in a court of justice. The testimony, however, of one 
of the witnesses against Hannah Downes is worthy of your 
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notice. I mean that of Samuel Brookings. Mr. Brookings 
hM lived in the vicinity and appears to be a candid, impartial 
witness; although he did not deny, the incorrectness of some 
parts of her conduct, he would not impeach her character for 
veracity. I think, gentlemen, you will be justified in paying 
more regard to the testimony of this man than to all the others 
upon the same subject. 

It is said that Hannah Downes had been sent to the house 
of correction as a person of immoral habits. I give you the 
following explanation of this fact: On the day of the fire, 
the prisoner was loudly called for ; it was found that he had 
associated with Hannah Downes and others; they were imme* 
diately, and amidst the greatest excitement of the moment, 
without premeditation, and without much consideration, all 
sent off in a body. But in a few days after this excitement 
had subsided, they were discharged from the house of correc- 
tion by order of the overseers of the poor, upon whose com- 
plaint they had been committed. If they had been as bad 
as has been represented, would they have been again let loose 
upon society dt the reciuest and by the municipal authority 
of the townf Certainly not. In addition to this, it appears 
that one of them has resided in the family of Mr. Wade as a 
domestic ever since and that her conduct has been unexcep- 
tionable. 

Another objection against the testimony of Hannah Downes 
is that she did not disclose her knowledge of the prisoner’s 
crimes when first examined under oath before Justice Woart. 
To this I answer that she was not then interrogated upon that 
subject, and that she undoubtedly believed, as many other re- 
spectable witnesses have done, that she was not bound to 
testify upon any subjects except such concerning which she 
was interrogated by the magistrate, and also that she was 
under a promise of secrecy to the prisoner, which promise she 
did not keep for a moment after she was led to believe that 
her obligations when under oath were paramount to those 
which she had pledged to the prisoner. 

But the most satisfactory evidence in support of the testi- 
mony of TTannftb Dowucs ariscs from the corroborations of it. 
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with respect to which you have the testimony of witnesses, 
and other facts which place her credibility upon the most sub- 
stantial ground. The first that I shall name to you is : 

The prisoner himself, when before Justice Wourt, declared 
in the most voluntary and unequivocal manner ‘‘that nobody 
knew anything about the matter but Hannah Downes.” TMs 
is of itself sufficient to substantiate her testimony. 

She is also corroborated by the testimony of Wm. Stanwood, 
who verified her statement as to the delivery of the letter from 
the prisoner to her. This letter, you recollect, has been de- 
stroyed. It therefore can not be produced, but its contents 
may be proved by those who read it. It has been a subject of 
complaint or regret on the part of the prisoner’s counsel that 
this letter is not produced. So far from this, if it contained 
anything of the kind sworn to by Hannah Downes and Sally 
Chase, it would have been sufficient alone to produce a con- 
viction if it had been preserved. It is rather for me to regret 
the circumstance of its being destroyed. No answer or artifice 
would have prevailed against evidence in black and white in 
the handwriting of the prisoner. 

The prisoner’s return from Belfast by the way of Boston 
and his providential detection at Ipswich is perhaps the 
strongest corroborating circumstance in the testimony of Han- 
nah Downes. She had testified before the magistrate concern- 
ing his threats to return and execute his horrid purpose, as 
before stated, while the prisoner was absent and when it was 
utterly impossible for her to know that he would put those 
threats in execution or that the circumstances of his return 
would correspond with and confirm her previous statements. 
If there is any validity at all in that kind of evidence which 
we call corroborative, the government is entitled to the full 
benefit of it in this instance. 

Perhaps, however, you will think with me that if any link 
in the chain of this kind of evidence was wanting, it is sup- 
plied by the subsequent statements and confessions of the 
prisoner, voluntarily made to the magistrate, citizens and 
officers of the town, in all of which these statements and con- 
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fessions correspond most minutely with the testimony of linn- 
nah Downes. Every material circumstance of her statement, 
the manner in which the two candles were obtained, the man- 
ner of setting and lighting one of them in the stable, the cigar 
and matches by means of which the mischief was completed, 
the time of the evening and the prisoner’s return to his 
father’s house, have been repeatedly, and with a full knowl- 
edge of his situation, stated and restated by the prisoner. 
Perhaps after this you will think it unnecessary to add that 
there ought not and can not exist a reasonable doubt of the 
truth of Hannah Downes’ testimony. 

I shall now’ proceed, gentlemen, to state to you the substance 
of the prisoner’s other confessions. I w’oiild, howH*ver, in 
passing, simply remark that, notwithstanding the observa- 
tions of the prisoner’s counsel intended to convince you that 
he was in a state of duress when taken u]> and carried from 
Ipswich to New’buryport by Mr. Wade, and also during the 
time he was in Justice Woart’s office before a n(*w w’arrfUJl 
was taken out against him, nothing is more clear or just than 
that these proceedings ought to be sanctioned as both neces- 
sary and correct. Every citizen of th(^ commonwealth has 
a right to detain and deliver up to public justice any person 
charged with having committed a capital oflFense; every citi- 
zen is an officer of justice for this purpose and (unlcjss this 
authority is abused) stands perfectly justified in so doing. 
In the present case, what was done by Mr. Wade w’as a just 
and necessary act, for which he is entitled to the thanks, in- 
stead of the censure, of the public. 

I expect to satisfy you further that the proceedings at 
Justice Woart’s office were not only free from blame, but that 
they were singularly correct and proper. The instant the 
prisoner was delivered to the custody of this magistrate he 
shut out all access to him from the crowd of people, old and 
young, which surrounded his office. This w’as not only a 
necessary precaution, but an act of kindness and justice to 
the prisoner. The insinuation, therefore, that he has been 
shut up and made to confess himself guilty is without the least 
foundation. After this, the first thing that was done was to 
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read the law to the prisoner and caution him not to accuse 
himself and to inform him that if he did so, his confessions 
would be ipren in evidence against him. What more could 
any man do for the benefit and information of the prisoner 
than this? 

It has been argued that the confession of the prisoner made 
at this time ought not to be admitted in evidence because Mr. 
Prince, one of the selectmen, advised the prisoner to confess 
the truth. I do not justify this, but it was done in a moment 
of great excitement and without the least intention on the 
part of Mr. Prince to injure or entrap the prisoner. The 
answer, however, to this part of the argument of the prisoner’s 
counsel is this: That this advice or request of Mr. Prince 
had no influence on the mind of the prisoner and that no 
confession was made in consequence of it; on the contrary, 
when this advice was given, he made no other answer to it 
than boldly and insolently to deny that he had been in the 
stable at all. 

You doubtless recollect, gentlemen, the subsequent trans* 
actions at Justice Woart’s office; after an obstinate denial of 
all knowledge of the crime imputed to the prisoner, he was 
interrogated in another form and was asked: “How do you 
think we know that you procured a candle,” etc? “How do 
you think we know that you lighted this candle and placed 
it under the stairs in the stable?” Such was the effect of this 
mode of ({uestioning him that it produced the effect, and either 
from remorse or conscious guilt, “he instantly proclaimed 
his malefactions” and then declared, “If you will tell me who 
told you this, I will tell you all about it.” And when he was 
informed from whom the knowledge of his guilt was obtained, 
he voluntarily, and in compliance with his own engagpement 
to disclose, and not from any previous inducements held out 
to him, declared, *‘I have done it” and immediately after* 
wards stated all the particulars of the transaction. 

You will now recollect, gentlemen, that the prisoner was 
thereupon committed for further examination; that in the 
afternoon of the same day a complaint was made charging 
him, among other things, with this identical crime, and that 
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after an explanation of this complaint by the justice, the pris- 
oner pleaded eniilty to it, the record of which I have produced 
to you in evidence. It is also to he recollected that before this 
last examination took place, the prisoner was again humanely 
cautioned not to accuse himself falsely and again informed 
that whatever he did confess ivould he given in evidence 
against him. Enough has been said upon this part of the 
evidence. 

The prisoner’s other confession to Maj. Cross and Capt. 
O’Brien was equally voluntary and obtained under similar 
humane cautious on the part of tlu'se respectable gentlemen, 
and this examination took place about one o’clock of the day. 
The prisoner was informed that they come to examine him 
at the request of the selectmen ; that he was not bound to con- 
fess anything unless he was perfectly willing so to do, and 
after all this he proceeded to confirm the same statement 
which he had just before made at the office of the magistrate. 

The prisoner’s subse<|uent confessions to the R<*v. Dr. Dana 
and Mr. Bannister are entitled to your particular considera- 
tion. 1 shall consider them both tog<>thcr, as the solemn man- 
ner in which they were both obtained is nearly the same. 

It can not be imagined for an instant that the motives of 
both these gentlemen in calling to see the prisoner were not 
perfectly pure and friendly. The high character of both en- 
title them to this belief ; you have, therefore, from the testi- 
mony of these highly resiicctable men evidence of as con- 
clusive and unquestionable a character as can ever be ob- 
tained under any circumstances from the confession of the 
accused party. 

The confession to Dr. Dana was clear and explicit, viz, that 
he had confessed his guilt before, and also that he was in fact 
guilty of the crime. The solemn manner under which this 
confession was made and the consequent appeal to the throne 
of grace by this holy man for mercy on behalf of the prisoner 
sanctions and, as it were, sanctifies this transaction. 

The circumstances under which the prisoner’s confession 
was made to Mr. Bannister are equally solemn and affecting. 
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The legal and religions advice given to the prisoner by this 
gentleman on this occasion does him the greatest honor and 
sanctions in the highest degree the evidence obtained in con- 
sequence of it, and as this confession and the statement in 
consequence of it corresponds with all the others before made 
by the prisoner, it can not be necessary for me further to com- 
ment upon it. I will only say, in closing these remarks on the 
whole testimony on the part of the Commonwealth, if the evi- 
dence of a confession obtained under every circumstance to 
show that it was entirely free and voluntary, that it was made 
after repeated cautions and with a full knowledge of the con- 
sequences and under circumstances peculiarly solemn and af- 
fecting; if, after all this, the prisoner can not be convited, 
all the wise, necessary and human provisions of the law must 
be disregarded and abrogated. I trust, gentlemen, you are 
not prepared to take the responsiblity of finding your verdict 
upon such principles. 

I shall now proceed to consider the evidence of the only 
defense set up by the prisoner upon which he can place the 
least reliance. This is what the law calls an “alibi,” the 
meaning of which is that when the crime was committed, he 
was somewhere else. The gentlemen who have preceded me 
have anticipated too* strongly my contempt for such a defense. 
When well proved, it is the best defense; when defectively 
proved, it is the weakest and most dangerous to the prisoner, 
and it has been often denominated a stale defense. 

The testimony of the prisoner’s father upon this point does 
not alter the state of the case. He only knows that his son 
came home about nine o’clock, of the evening of the fire, and 
remained in bed with him till the fire broke out; this is con- 
sistent with all the evidence relied upon by the government. 

The testimony of the prisoner’s sisters requires a par- 
ticular esamination. I regret to be obliged to say that this 
evidence is so inconsistent, that even if it were not contra- 
dicted, it could not be supported. They have the strongest 
inducements and prepossessions in favor of their brother, and 
would save him from the ignominy and death which threatens 
him, if in their power. I do not impeach their credibility; 
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their recollection is too imperfect, and their stat€*ments too 
absurd, to entitle them to your belief. 

Their testimony (in which they arc corroborated by their 
cousin from Gloucester) in general, is, tliat they with the 
prisoner took their tea at their father’s house about four 
o’clock; that between four and five o’clock, they wtuit to walk 
with their cousin; stopped at Mrs. Mace’s a quarter of an 
hour; left that place at half past five o’clock, proceeded to 
High street, to Dexter’s, wdiere they made no stoj> longer 
than to view the images; Avent thence by the way of Doardiiian 
street to Mrs. Hoyt's, which is at the extnune northeasterly 
end of the town; left Mrs. Hoyt’s at half past eight o’clock, 
and ivached their father’s house about nine o’clock: tliat after 
their return thither, the prisoner went out the ba«*k door, and 
was absent five* or ten inimites; and that, excerpting in this in- 
stance, the prisoner was not out of their sight for the whole 
of this time ! 

A very f(»w remarks will discover the discrepanci(^s of this 
statement, Mary (lark says they left home about five o’clock, 
and went without stopping to Mrs. Mace’s, stayi'd Iln*re a 
quarter of an hour, and left there at half past five o’clock. 
Mrs. Mace testifies tliat when this party left her house it was 
half or three quarters of an hour after suns(»t. Acconling to 
Mrs. -Mace, therefore, these young peoph* must have spent two 
hours in going a (|uarfer of a mile, and staying a quarter of an 
hour! This is incredible. Further, according to the story of the 
sisters, they must have occupied a longer time in going a 
quarter of a mile, and staying a quarter of an hour, than they 
did in going from Mrs. Mace’s to view the images at Dexter’s, 
and returning to Mrs. Hoyt’s, which altogether is a distance 
of nearly two miles ! This is wholly improbable ! 

These mis-recollections and incorrect statements may enable 
you, gentlemen, to reconcile the testimony of these witnesses 
with the other facts in the case. Nothing is more uncertain 
or unsatisfactory than the recollection of witnesses as to the 
passing of time, and the number of minutes within which a 
transaction took place, unless they have some particular rea- 
son at the time to charac their memories with it. Now you 
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have only to imagin e, that the recollection of these witnesses 
is as imperfect as to the time he was absent (after his return 
with them from Mrs. Hoyt’s) as it unquestionably has been 
as to the other parts of their testimony, and sufficient time 
will be found for the prisoner to have -gone to the stable, and 
committed the crime. I leave you to judge for yourselves, 
whether it is not perfectly reasonable and safe for you to 
adopt this construction of the evidence. But where is Mrs. 
Hoyt f Why is she not here to confirm this statement, so im- 
portant to the life of the prisoner? 

Before I state the evidence which destroys this defense of 
the prisoner, let me remark, that this testimony of the sisters 
was never heard of till within a few days. Is it possible that 
they should not have disclosed it before; particularly at the 
examination of the prisoner? It might have prevented his 
confinement; at any rate, it would have suspended the public 
opinion, which from the beginning has been decidedly against 
him. It is also to be recollected, that this defense contradicts 
all the confessions and statements of the prisoner himself, so 
repeatedly and solemnly made, in the manner before stated. 

But, gentlemen, the two witnesses produced this morning 
destroy at a breath the baseless fabric of this defense. Mr. 
Sweet tells yon that the prisoner came into his shop between 
candle lighting and 10 o’clock on the evening preceding the 
fire, asked leave to light a cigar, obtained it, and went out ap- 
parently in haste. Smith also states that he saw the prisoner 
at 5 o’clock in the afternoon, idly leaning against a fence in 
Marlborough street. Both of these statements are utterly 
inconsistent with the testimony of the prisoner’s sisters. Mr. 
Sweet and Mr. Smith are both men of unblemished characters, 
and of course entitled to the fullest credit. 

(Gentlemen of the jury, I have now gone through the evi- 
dence in this arduous and important trial. I . am conscious of 
no remissness of duty. I think I have proved the prisoner 
guilty, and I leave him in your hands. His counsel have made 
a strong appeal to your feelings for mercy. Mercy to the pris- 
oner is death to the devoted inhabitants of the town, where 
this scene of desolation has taken place. If you have ai^ 
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mercy to dispense, I ask it in behalf of the parents and chil- 
dren, the wives and husbands, of this peaceful and moral com- 
munity. Let them in future repose in their beds, without the 
most dreadful and appalling of all fears, that they shall wake 
amidst the conflagrations and cries of death, with which they 
have been so often affected, by the visitations of an inscrutable 
Providence. Do not lightly, and from motives of weakness, 
or fears of discharging your duty with fidelity and fortitude, 
take this tremendous responsibilty upon yourselves. Indeed, 
such has been the issue of this trial, that I have no apprehen- 
sions of this nature. I ask of you, for the government, noth- 
ing but justice; and T cannot believe for a monent, that a 
jury of this coiinty can be persuaded to deny it, contrary to 
the plainest dictates of reason and conscience. 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE’S CHARGE. 

Parker, C. J. Gentlemen of the Jury: The prisoner at 
the bar stands charged by the Grand Jury with having, on 
the 17th of August last, about two o’clock in the night time, 
set fire to the barn of Phebe Cross, of Newburyport, whereby 
the dwelling house of Andrew Frothiiigham, Esq., was then 
burnt. It appears, that there is a mistake as to the day; but 
this is immaterial, provided you are satisfied that the offense 
was in fact committed before the finding of the bill. 

By a law of this Commonwealth, the facts necessary to con- 
stitute the crime of arson are the wilful and malicious burning 
of the dwelling house of another in the night time, or the 
setting fire to any other building in the night time, by means 
of which the dwelling house of another is burnt. Perhaps 
no one will doubt, that if ever the punishment of death should 
be infiicted, it should be for an offense of this kind. No crime 
can be conceived more dangerous in its consequences, or indi- 
cating greater malice. In the case of a single murder, the 
consequences terminate in itself. The life of one person is 
destroyed, but the rest of the community suffer no direct 
injury. But in the setting fire to a dwelling house during the 
defenseless hours of the night, and especially in a populous 
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town, there is not only danger of vast destruction of prop- 
erty, but of the loss of multitudes of lives ; and the peace and 
security of the 'whole community is at risk. If ever it is right 
for the Government to take the life of a subject, it is in such 
a case. 

I make these remarks, because, if you are satisfied, upon 
mature deliberation, that the defendant is guilty of the of- 
fense charged upon him, it will then be your duty to convict 
him, and not to hesitate from any scruples as to the propriety 
of the law, or from a persuasion that you would not have sanc- 
tioned it, had you been in the Legislature. Even if this were 
7our opinion, it would be wrong to be influenced by it ; for it 
would go to the destruction of society, if individuals, when 
duly called upon to execute the laws, should decline acting 
because they considered them too severe, or entertained doubts 
of the right of society to punish any crime with death. 

Still, however, we should consider that in a case where the 
conse<iuences are so tremendous, it is the duty of all to proceed 
with extreme caution. The mind should be left open to con- 
sider every circumstance in favor of the accused. But your 
judgment must be kept calm and collected ; and, if after all, 
you cannot be of opinion that the testimony will authorize you 
to aeijuit the prisoner, you must return your verdict of guilty 
and leave him to the due course of law. 

It is incumbent upon the Government, in the first place, to 
show that the dwelling house of Mr. Frothingham was burnt 
in the night time, in the manner set forth in the indictment. 
Upon this point you will probably have no doubt. But a 
question may arise, whether there are not circumstances to 
induce a reasonable doubt, if the burning was occasioned by 
an incendiary. It is suggested by the prisoner’s counsel that 
it might have been accidental. But in all examinations w’e 
are not to look to extreme cas(?s, or slight probabilities. We 
are to consider what are the common and ordinary occurrences 
of life, and to draw our presumptions from that source. 

In this case, the first was first seen at two o’clock at night, 
bursting forth from a stable. There is no evidence that any 
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one had been in the stable at a late hour on the evening pre- 
vious. Without anything further, then, is theiv not a strong 
presumption that it was the work of an incendiary t 

To prove the guilt of the prisoner, the government 
rely principally, if not wholly, upon his cocnfessions. His 
counsel, in their anxious but laudable zeal, have made some 
observations upon the nature of confessions, which rei|uire a 
few remarks. Though it be true that evidejico of confessions 
is to bo received with great caution, yet, when well and satis- 
factorily proved, they are the bi‘st spt»cies of evidence, better 
than the direct testimony of one who should testify that he 
saw the party accused s(‘t a lighted torch to the building. In 
the latter case, doubts may arise as to the identity of the per- 
son, or the intmition with which he did the act, and of the 
veracity of the witness. But in the case of a voluntary con- 
ft^ssion by one of sufficient intelligence to know the nature 
and consequences of his crime, no such doubt can exist. If, 
upon considering all tlie circiunstances, y(m an* fully satis- 
fied that the confessions were freely made, and that the pris- 
oner M’as in the possession of his facultic'S, you must convict 
him, unless from the defense set up, the efTc^ct of this evidence 
should be destroyed. It will not do in such case for courts or 
.iuri(*s to stop at possibilities. Doubts may be raised in all 
tlu* concerns of life, and we should never perform any duty, 
if we were to wait till every possible doubt was remov(‘d. It 
is not to be pr«*sumed that a person possessing apparently 
common intellgence, and uninflin*nced by tlireats or prom- 
ises, would confess himself guilty of an ofT<‘nse which would 
subject himself to restraint of lib^^rty or loss of life, unless 
he were? really guilty. Such a case may possibly occur once in 
an age, but such rare occurrences an* not to destroy the 
general rule. 

The first confession relie<l upon by the Government is sworn 
to by Hannah Downes and Sally Chase. Their testimony you 
will recollect. The counsel for the prisoner, to invalidate it, 
have given evidence of their being women of abandoned char- 
acters. The Court have heretofore decided that evidence 
showing that a female witness is a common prostitute may be 
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sabniitted to the jury, to affeet her credibility; that such 
women are indeed competent witnesses, but having set at de- 
fiance all the "laws of decency, and whatever renders' the fe- 
male character respectable, the jury may presume that they 
they have no regard to the sanctions of an oath, and therefore 
may reject their testimony. ' You will consider the evidence 
introduced to discredit these witnesses, and if you shall be 
of opinion that they belong to that abandoned class of women, 
yon may lay their evidence out of the case, unless corroborated 
by other circumstances. 

The testimony next to be considered is that of Mr. Wade. 
He arrested the prisoner when passing through Ipswich, 
after having decoyed him into his house. The circumstances 
of his appearing in Ipswich at this time, and upon the road 
to Newburyport, you will consider, so far as it tends to cor- 
roborate the testimony of the women as to his intention of re- 
turning. 

His counsel, in remarking upon Mr. Wade’s testimony, 
spoke of his taking the prisoner and carrying him to New- 
bursrport without a warrant. Upon this subject, we think it 
proper to observe, that it is not only the right but the duty 
of every citizen to arrest any one who is reasonably suspected 
of so high a crime. He is justified even in decoying him, and 
may, without a warrant, carry him before a magistrate. He 
acts indeed at his peril, and he will be held to pay damages to 
the party injured, unless he had reasonable cause for makin g 
the arrest. The circumstances of the prisoner’s being carried 
to Mr. Woart’s office, and of his conduct and confessions when 
there, are next to be considered. 

His counsel contend that the confessions which he then 
made, as well as those subsequent, were obtained from him by 
undue means, or when under duress. 

It is a principle of our Constitution, well understood by all 
classes of citizens, that no person can be condemned without 
a trial, and that he is not bound to convict himself. It is not 
therefore to be presumed, that when a person confesses a 
crime (ffiarged against him, he does it from an apprehension 
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that he is compelled to confess. It does not appear that the 
prisoner made the confession at Mr. Woart’s office in con* 
sequence of any threats or premises. Mr. Prince told him 
indeed that it would be better for him to confess, but he after 
this persisted in denying that he was guilty. It was not till 
he had been informed that he was betrayed, that he made the 
confession. You w'ill, however, take the w'hole evidence into 
consideration, and if you believe that he was under terror 
in consequence of the array of authority against him, or 
from any other cause, and that he was then*by induced to 
make the confession, you will not conceive it as sufficient to 
justify a verdict against the prisoner, of itself. 

The Court deliberated upon this part of the cause, when the 
evidence was offered, and were not satisfied that the confes- 
sion was unduly obtained. Had wv betm so satisfied, we should 
have rejected it as incompetent. We therefore suffered it to 
b«? submitted to you, for you to give it the weight you think 
it deserves — it being the province of the jur}' alone to deter- 
mine the effect of evidence. 

It is proper here to remark that perhaps all the subsequent 
confessions arc to bo placed on the same footing with the 
last considered — for after making one confession he would 
be naturally under an apprehension that he must persist in 
what he had said. And if there was an undue influence at 
the beginning, that it would be likely to continue. 

I have Ix'pn considering the confessions made to Mr. Woart 
and others, as independent of those made to the women. But 
if you believe that the confession made to Mr. Woart w’as 
made under circum.stancps, as that by itself you might not 
be willing to consider it conclusive evidence, you will consider 
how far it is corroborated by. and corroborates, that sworn 
to. by Hannah Downes. So if yon have doubts as to her credi- 
bility, yet you will consider how far she is confirmed in the 
minute relation of the manner in which the fire was com- 
municated, by the prisoner’s having related precisely the 
same circumstances to Mr. Woart and the other witnesses. 
You may believe her statement to be correct, though she 
herself is not entitled to full credit on account of her char- 
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acter, if what she testify is sufficiently supported by other 
evidence. 

If the evidence against the prisoner, before considered, is 
so strong, as that you cannot resist the conclusion that he is 
guilty, you will then look to the other part of the defense. 

The prisoner’s counsel have attempted to prove what is 
called an alibi. If this is proved to your satisfacton, you must 
acquit him, however, nice and accurate the previous chain 
of testimony against him may appear. An alibi, if well made 
out, is the best evidence of innocence. But considering that it 
depends generally on a nice calculation of time, it is in prac- 
tice often found to be the weakest species of evidence. The wit- 
nesses for the prisoner may honestly err as to the precise point 
of time that he was with them. The sisters say that they re- 
turned home with him about five or ten minutes before nine. 
Had it been twenty or thirty minutes, there would have been 
a sufficient interval before nine for him to have accomplished 
the crime with which he is charged. Their testimony is also 
irreneoncilable with that of several witnesses on the part of 
the Government — ^but particularly that of Sweet, as to the 
time of his coming into his shop to light a cigar. 

Gentlemen, I trust that you will proceed to the examination 
of this important cause, with candid minds, and will come to 
a conclusion in favor of the prisoner, if you can consistently 
with the rules of law and the evidence which has been exhib- 
ited. But if you cannot, you know your duty to the Gov- 
ernment, and you will not shrink from your responsibility. 
Addresses are often made by the counsel for prisoners in 
capital trials, to the feelings of the jury. But it is the duty 
of jurors to exercise their judgment, without being influenced 
by motives of compassion. They are frequently reminded of 
the exceeding delicacy of their situation, and called upon to 
consider the awful consequences of their verdict. But their 
situation is not more difficult and distressing than that of 
other officers of justice, who are obliged to take a part in 
such anxious inquires. No man is fit for such an important 
station, who has not strength of mind to resist his natural 
emotions, when they come in competition with the dictates of 
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his judgment. We are all sworn to do our duty, and we cannot 
substitute for that the feelings of humanity, without violating 
our oaths, and breaking up the* foundations of society. 

A juror is placed in a post of importance. He is not only 
to protect those who are unjustly accused, but he must de- 
fend the laws. A soldier who is placed to guard n public 
treasure would be thought uiworthy of his station should 
he yield to the entreaties of the poor and destitute who should 
solicit of him the smallest part of what his duty bound him 
to secure. He might weep over their distresses, but he must 
deny their petitions. It is in like manner incumbent upon 
you. if you cannot aecpiit the prisoner consistently with yonr 
oaths, to suppress the feelings of the man, and do the duty of 
the citizen. 

You will weigh the arguments of the counsel for the pris- 
oner with great attention and circumspection, and if anything 
said by them, founded upon the evidence, should excite in 
you a reasonable doubt as to his guilt, it will be your diity to 
aerfuit him. Hut if, after all, no such doubt remains, you must 
say that he is guilty. The accusi'd is young; but his youth alone 
is not to excuse him. Ijcd into bad courses, the natural ter- 
mination of which is crime, if he esempe because he is young, 
then the young will Iw released from one of the strongest 
restrains from vice, the fear of punishment. 

If, after delilxTating well upon the evidence, your judg- 
ments are sjitisfied that the prisoner is guilty, yemr verdict 
will pronounce him so, notwithstanding tin? possibility that, 
aftiT all, he may be innocent. 

It is no reproach to a jury, nor is it any cause for trou- 
bling their consciences, that one whom they have convicted is 
afterwards discovered to l)e innocent, provided they make 
the best use of their faculties, and exercise the whole power 
of their mind in relation to the evidence. Extraordinary in- 
stances of the fallibility of human means of discovering the 
truth sometimes appear. They should be regarded as warn- 
ings to proceed cautiously, but not as grounds for rejecting 
all belief in evidence. Jurors who have faithfully discharged 
their duty may repose their heads upon their pillows with 
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a quiet conscience, whatever may appear afterwards to ren- 
der doubtful their decisions. 

The cause is now submitted to you — ^you will discharge 
your duty like faithful citizens, by acquitting, if you can con- 
scientiously, otherwise by convicting the prisoner. 

THE VERDICT. 

The case was committed to the Jury at half past four in the 
afternoon and at nine in the evening they returned into court 
with a verdict of Guilty. 

THE SENTENCE. 


February 17. 

The Prisoner was brought into court and put at the bar. 

The Solicitor General. May it please your Honors, Stephen 
Merrill Clark, the prisoner at the bar, has been indicted by 
the Grand Jury of the body of this County of Essex, for the 
crime of arson. To this in^ctment he has pleaded that he is not 
guilty — able and learned counsel have been assigned, to assist him 
in his defense — an upright and impartial jury, almost wholly of his 
own selection, have been impanelled and sworn to decide the cause 
between the Commonwealth and the prisoner — ^wlio, after a patient 
hearing of the evidence, have pronounced a verdict that he is guilty. 
In the progress of this trial, the prisoner has received all the aid, 
and been indulged with all the privileges, which, as a citizen of this 
Commonwealth, he is entitled to claim. By a statute of the Common- 
wealth, this dangerous and detestable crime is punished with death. 
I do, therefore, on behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
move this Honorable Court, that sentence of death be now passed 
on the prisoner at the bar. 

The Chief Justice asked the prisoner if he had any reason to 
assign why the Court should not proceed to pass sentence upon him. 

The Prisoner said that he had no other reason than that he was 
innocent of the offense with which he was charged. 

The Chief Justice. Stephen M. Clark: The most solemn 
and distressing of all duties is now devolved upon the Court, 
that of awarding against you the sentence of the law, for the 
crime, of which, after a full and fair trial, you have been le- 
gally convicted. 

The sympathy felt by all towards your aged parents and 
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your sisters, and all others who may be interested in your 
welfare, would, if it were possible, have saved you from 
the dreadful doom which awaits you ; but the proofs of guilt 
were too strong to allow the most compassionate heart an 
avenue for doubt. By your own confessions, free and vol- 
untary, not, I fear, in penitence, but with an obdurate in- 
difference to the consequences of your crime, and at times 
with an apparent exultation at the destruction it produced, 
3'ou seem to have invoked the vengeance of the law upon 
your head, and prepared the community to see with melan- 
choly acquiescence, young as you are, the always terrible 
execution of the last power of the law. 

Frequent as may have been incendiary attempts, and suc- 
cessful as they sometimes have undoubtedly been, hitherto 
they have been veiled in darkness, and the cruel perpetra- 
tors have been suffered, by a wise but inscrutable Providenee, 
to escape detection and punishment. But the wickcKl shall 
not go unpunished ; and when the infirmity of human tribu- 
nals shall be superceded by the perfect justice of Heaven, 
these deadly sins will assuredly meet their just retribution. 

How hard must be that heart! how desperate, how worse 
than savage, which can deliberately meditate a midnight con- 
flagration, preparing with steady hand the materials of mis- 
chief, regardless, if not contemplating with delight, the ter- 
ror, the cries, the slow and painful death, of the aged, the 
sick, the tender infants, multitudes of whom are exposed by 
the ferocious incendiary to the most dreadful of all tortures, 
but that of guilt ! 

And if it be possible to imagine a still more diabolical 
spirit, it is his, who, beholding the ruins which he has caused, 
ignorant of the extent of the desolation, and uncertain whether 
the destruction of human lives has not accumulated horror 
upon the scene, can exult at the wretchedness he has pro- 
duced, and, in the triumph of successful villainy, anticipate 
future schemes of more extensive destruction. 

If there be a wretch, who, more than others, deserves the 
appellation of **enemy of the human race,” it is he who is 
thus described. Murder, robbery, pira< 7 , fdl, in the black 
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catalogue of crimes, below the crime of arson. They have 
determinate objects, are limited in extent, and incited by 
passions which ^may be considered human. This is boundless 
in its consequences; property is the least of its expected vic- 
tims; the malice of a demon, unassisted by cupidity, by par- 
ticular revenge, or by any of the frail passions which usually 
lead to crime, is its sole instigator. 

It is then the right, nay, the duty of society, to cut off from 
the earth, by ignominious death, him who would involve his 
fellow creatures in such indiscriminate destruction. 

Young man! it is you, whose sad picture has thus been 
exhibited. The verdict of the jury, the evidence on which it 
is founded, warrant us in believing that it is not exaggerated. 
How then do you stand! Just at the threshold of life, in 
full health and vigor, with powers of mind and body fit for 
a long season of useful and active exertions, born and edu- 
cated in a town, where you have undoubtedly received all 
the advantages of early education, of paternal advice, of 
religious instruction, of good example; yet, in despite of all 
these allurements to virtue, brought by a gradual but sure 
progress from idleness to vice, from vice to crime, till at last, 
contrary to the course of nature, your life is cut off, and you 
leave your aged parents to lament its short history even more 
than its dreadful termination. You perhaps believed that 
the arm of the law was too short to reach you; but it now 
has you in its power. 

You probably have never thought, though you must have 
been taught, that the eye of Heaven would penetrate the 
darkness in which your crime was prepared, and the heart 
in which it was conceived ; but you are shortly to appear be- 
fore the eye which seeth all things even in darkness, and 
which knoweth the secrets of all hearts. What then is to be 
the business of the little remnant of your i^ort and wicked 
life! Repentance — contrition — humbleness of heart — devout 
and earnest supplications for mercy — a broken spirit : These 
alone can stand you in stead, in the day of bitter sorrow, 
the fruit of your own wickedness: These alone can give you 
hope of avoiding that dreadful judgment to come, to which 
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the sentence of this human tribunal, will otherwise he but a 
passport. 

Alas! that a youth of seventeen should be the subject of 
these painful remarks. Cruel they may seem, but they are 
not intended in cruelty — ^they are meant to melt, if it be pos- 
sible, a heart which seems hitherto to have been a heart of 
stone, that it may receive the kindly seeds of religious con- 
solation, w’hieh, w’henever an avenue shall be opened, will 
be joyfully poured into it, by the ministers of the everlasting 
Gospel, who will, it is hoped, lead you into the w’ny of sal- 
vation, notwithstanding the barriers which your crimes have 
established against it. 

What a sad example you present to the youth of our coun- 
try! Leaving, at an early age, the protection and necessary 
discipline of your iiarents, for the company of strange women 
— forsaking an honest employment, for the vices and tempta- 
tions of idleness — dt'spising the reproofs and tin* distn*88 of 
your aged father, whose gray hairs are now visited by the 
worst of sorrows — and at last listening to the tremendous 
voice of iiKsulted law and justice! 

May the youth who are preswiiit, and those who shall hear 
of your untimely fate, take warning from so affecting an ex- 
ample! May they avoid temptation in the beginning! May 
they have the fear of God continually before their eyes ! sen- 
sible that to despise his word, to turn a deaf ear to instruction, 
and to flee from the wholesome discipline of a parent’s house, 
will soon or late end in bitter sorrow, if not in awful judg- 
ment. 

It remains only for us to declare the sentence of the law, 
which is that you be carried hence to the prison, from whence 
you were taken, from thence to the place of execution, where 
you shall be hanged by the neck until you are dead! And 
may God of his infinite goodness, through the merits of the 
Savior, have mercy upon your soul ! 

THE CONFESSION. 

During the interval between bis sentence and execution (whidi 
latter was appointed to take place on the 26th day of April) a 
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strenuous effort was made to procure the commutation of his punish- 
ment from death to perpetual imprisonment. A petition, signed by 
many of the most respectable people in the county, and another by 
the jury who convicted him, were presented to the Executive. After 
investigating the facts and weighing the arguments of zealous and 
able advocates, the Governor and Council were unanimous in the 
decision, that there was no sufficient cause to interrupt the course 
of justice. Believing, however, ffom the apparent unconcern of the 
prisoner, that he had indulged in a false confidence of pardon, he 
was respited to the 10th day of May, with the assurance that the 
sentence would then be executed. 

On the day before his execution, Stephen having expressed 
a desire to make a complete confession, a number of questions 
were prepared, which were read to him and to which he made 
answer in the presence of four or five witnesses. They were 
as follows : 

What first induced you to set fire to the town of Newburyportf I 
was associated with Hannah Downes. The people of the town talked 
about our being together, which greatly offended her, and led her to 
propose setting fire to the town, as a matter of revenge. She proposed 
that I should do it, and urged me to commit the act. 

Did you ever make any objections to this proposition? I did at 
first. 1 told her I did not wish to injure the town and cared nothing 
about taking revenge for what was said. At length I became acces- 
soiy to her views and feel greatly criminal for having complied with 
them. Did she often speak to you on the subject of setting fire to 
the town? She did. Do you now, in view of the account which you 
must soon give up to God, feel that you can say with truth that the 
first idea you ever had of setting fire to the town was suggested to 
you by the person whom you named? Yes, I do feel so. Had you 
ever any accomplice except Hannah Dmvnes? No, I never had any. 
Did you ever think of setting fire to the town till your acquaintance 
with her? I never did. 

Was Joseph Lawrence an accomplice with you at either fire. No. 

Did Hannah Downes ever propose to you to set fiire to any particu- 
lar place? I do not remember that she did. She said she wished cer- 
tain persons^* might be burnt out. 

Were the places which you did ultimately fix upon of your own 
choosing? Yes. 

Did Hannah Downes ever say anything to dissuade you from setting 
fire to the town, telling you that you would go to State prison for it ? 
The morning after the fire, as I was walMng with her alone, and 
talking about it, she told me not to talk so loud, for if I shotdd be 
heai^, and it was proved against me, I shoifid be sent to State prison. 

Did you ever say to Hannah Downes that you intended to go to 

Among whom was a Mrs. Stickney. 
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Eastward, return by way of Boston, and set fire to the town in three 
or four places at once? I never did. 

How ^d you communicate the first fire? I took a piece of cloth 
about two feet long, and ptepared it with mm and brimstone and put 
it in some h ay. 

How did yon communicate the second fire? I took a candle from 
my father's cellar in the earlj' part of the evening, and a match from 
the shop; I lighted a cigar at the fire in the kitchen, went out un- 
obMn'ed; lighted the candle from the match, and placed it under a 
pair of stairs in the second story. 

Have you any bard thoughts or feelings towards the Judges and 
jury who condemned yon, or the Governor and Coiuicil who have re- 
fuel to commute your punishment? None at all. 

Ton are now on the brink of the eternal world, and must soon 
give up your account to the Judge of Quick and Dead, who knows 
your heart. Is the confession yon have now made trae according 
to the best of your knowledge and recollection? It is. 

Do yon make it freely, of yorar own accord, begging for the for- 
giveness of God and man? T do. 


May 10. 

THE EXECUTION. 

Today at noon the prisoner was taken from the jail in a 
carriage. He was seated between Rev. Thomas Carlile and 
Rev. Elias Cornelius, and opposite to the prison-keeper, whom 
he thanked in affecting terms for his kindness. He did not 
regain his composure for some minutes, after the procession 
started. The press of the crowd often caused some noise 
around the carriage; but his attention was slightly drawn to 
it. He seemed to be engaged in prayer, and was collected 
and composed, nearly all the way. He had often expressed 
anxiety about his body, and once on his way, he said to the 
clergymen, “You will take care of my body, won’t you?’’ On 
arriving at the place of the execution, he repeated the excla- 
mation made when entering the carriage, “Qod have mercy 
on my soul,’’ as he was supported to the scaffold by the cler- 
gymen. While the Sheriff read the warrant for his execution, 
he leaned his head upon one near him and was much affected. 
The Rev. Mr. Cornelius then read the following address, 
which Clark had composed for the purpose: 

‘May the youth who are present take warning by my sad fate, 
not to forsake the wholesome diseipline of a parent’s house. Had 



670 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


I took the advice of my parents I never should have come to this 
untimely end; and 1 hope my end ‘srill be a warning to you all that 
are now present. May you all pray to God to give you timely re- 
pentance, open your eyes, enlighten your understandings, that you 
may shun the paths of vice, and follow God’s commandments all the 
rest of your days. And may God have mercy on you all. To the 
world at large 1 bid farewell !” 

The Rev. Mr. Carlile then offered up the following prayer 
from the church service. 

"O Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of just men made 
perfect, after they are delivered from their earthly prisons, we 
humbly commend the soul of this thy servant, our dear brother, into 
thy hands as into the hands of a faithful Creator, and most merciful 
Savior; roost humbly beseeching Thee, that it may be precious in 
tliy sight. Wash it, we pray Thee, in the blood of that immaculate 
Lamb that was slain to take away the sins of the world; that what- 
soever defilements it may have contracted in the midst of this mis- 
erable and naughty world, through the lusts of the fiesli, or the 
wiles of Satan, being purged and done away, it may be presented 
pure and without spot before Thee. And teach us who surxdve, in 
this and other daily spectacles of mortality to see how frail and un- 
certain our own condition is; and so to number our days, that we 
may seriously apply our hearts to that holy and heavenly wisdom, 
whilst we live here, which may in the end bring us to life everlasting, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, thine only Son, our Lord. Amen. 

After a short interval, upon a signal from the sheriff, he 
was launched into eternity, and immediately expired without 
apparent suffering. Agreeable to the request he had expressed 
to his clergymen, his body was delivered to his friends, and 
was decently interred in a part of one of the public ceme- 
teries, appropriated to the burial of strangers. 



THE TRIAL OP STEPHEN RUSSELL FOR ARSON, 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, 1835. 

THK NARRATIVE. 

This is the last of the triology of nineteenth century hang- 
ings for the crime of Arson in the Ihiy State, and a brief 
report of it having hwii i*eeently foiiiul in a l^oston newspaper 
of that day it is given here to eompleti* this notable series. The 
story and the details of tin* exeeiition an* found in full in the 
Trial of Crockett, 1 Am. St. Tr. 440. 

THE TRIAL.* 

In ihc Supreme Jiulivial <^ourt of Massaehusetis, Boston, 

December, J83r». 

Hon. Lemuel Shaw,* Chief Justice. 

Hox. Sami-el S. Wilde.'* ) , .. 

IIoN. Marcus Morton.^ J 

December 21. 

Stephen Russell had been jointly indicted with Simeon L. 
Crockett for designedly, feloniously, inalieiously and wickedly 
setting fire to, and burning the dwelling house of Joshua Hen- 
son, situated in South Street Place, on Haskins* wharf, at or 

^ Bibliography. Boston Statesman. Dec. 2.'J, 1835. It was not 
thought that there was any account of this trial in existence until it 
was discovered in this old Boston newspujier. 

2 See 1 Am. St. Tr. 443. 

3 See 4 Am. St. Tr. 90. 

^ Morton, Marcx\s. (1784-1864.) Bom Freetown, Mass. Repre- 
sentative in Congress for Massachusetts, 1817-1821. Member Ex- 
ecutive Council, 182.3. Acting Governor, 1825. Justice Supreme 
Court, 1825-1840. Governor, 1840-1843. Collector of Boston, 1845- 
1849. Member State Legislature, 1858. Died in Taunton, Mass. 
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about twelve o’clock on the night of October 22, 1835. Mr. 
Benson was not himself an occupant of the house, but it was 
inhabited by nineteen or twenty Irish families, consisting of 
one hundred, or one hundred and twenty persons — ^men, 
women and children. The house was built of wood — very 
large and of a quadrangle form, with a courtyard between the 
two wings in the rear. The fire was discovered in a cel- 
lar, near the comer, on the south side of the building. 

J. T. AusHn^ Attorney General, and S. D. Parker • for the 
Commonwealth. 

John Codman’ and Rufus Choate* for the Prisoner. 

The prisoners being arraigned on December 15th, both 
pleaded not guilty, and Mr. Codman moved that they be tried 
separately, which was ordered by the Court. On December 
15th, Crockett’s trial began, and on December l^th the jury 
returned a verdict of guilty.® 

Today came on the trial of Bussell and the following jurors 
were selected : William W. Stone, foreman ; Thomas Bames, 
Alvan Drake, Bomanus Emerson, Jefferson C. Farrar, James 
Garland, Ira Gibbs, Thomas Gbddard, Ebenezer Eenfield, 
Cotton Thayer, Joseph Wheeler and StiUman Willis. 

* See 1 Am. St. Bep. 44. 

'Parker, Samuel Dunk. (1780-1873.) Bom Boston, son of 
Bishop Samuel Parker. Graduated Harvard, 1799. Admitted to 
Suffolk Bar, 1803. Member of State Senate two years. County At- 
torney for Suffolk County, 1830-1832. Died in Boston. 

^ CoDMAK, John. (1808-1879.) Bom New York. Graduated 
Bowdoin College, A. B., 1827. Harvard, A. M., 1830. Admitted to 
Essex Co. (Mass.) Bar, 1830. Practiced in Boston for many years. 
Member State Legislature, 1844-1845. Chairman Committee of Bos- 
ton Latin School and active member in the Greek Department 
of the Examining Committee at Cambridge. Died in Boston. See 
Hist, of Bowdoin Coll. (Cleveland.) Bench and Bar of Mass. (W. 
T. Davis. Boston Journal, June 10, 1879. 

'Choate, Rurus. (1799-1850.) Bom Essex, Mass. Meniber 
Mamchusetts Legislature, 1825. State Senator, 1827. Member 
United States House of Representatives, 1831-18%. United States 
Senator, 1839-1845. He was one of the greatest advocates that this 
country has produced. He died at Halifax, N. S. 

* See 1 Am. St Tr. 440. 
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THE EVIDENCE. 


The testimony against Russell 
was substantially the same as that 
given against Crockett (1 Am. 
St. Tr. 443-451), with the addi- 
tion of Russell’s own admission 
to Chief Engineer Hammond, 
Captain Case and Constable 
Shute and Andrews. To il/r. 
Hammond, Russell stated, that 
he "ought to have gone and com- 
plained against Crockett, and 
then he should have got clear him- 
self.” To Capt. Case he said, he 
had been with Freeman and 
Crockett in M’Vity’s house, and 
was also at the wood pile, but 
that he knew nothing about set- 
ting the house on fire, or that 
any one intended to do it. Rus- 
sell also told Captain Case that 
he did not hear Crockett tell 
Freeman about it, because he 
went up to the wood pile to 
speak to him, and left. Russell 
standing off at a little distance. 
To Constable Shute, he said he 
•was with Crockett, but when 
Crockett touched the fire, he was 
a little ways from him; and that 


rocket t told him he had touched 
it. To Andrews, he said he was 
with Crockett the whole time, 
but that he did not set the fire, 
but had no doubt that Crockett 
did set the fire. He told An- 
drews that he was very sorrj' he 
had got into the ditficulty, and 
was a damned fool for not com- 
plaining of others, and saved 
himself. 

Freeman (See 1 Am. St. Tr. 
440) disclosed some facts, not 
im]»ortant, which he did not al- 
lude to, in the first trial, and a 
great number of incidental, but 
iminaterinl circumstances, cor- 
roborating Freeman, were elicit- 
ed from the oilier witnesses, that 
were not brought out on Crock- 
ett’s tri.'il — such as the misun- 
derstanding in M’Vity’s house, 
(See 1 Am. St. Tr. 447). John 
.1/. Salmon saw Russell at the 
fire and he heard him telling half 
a doziMi men, that he saw the 
tin» when there wx»re only some 
shavings burning in the cellar. 


Mr, Choate admitted that Freeman had testified truly 
against Croekett, and that his evidence had justly banded him 
over to the gallrnvs; but he contended that Freeman had inten- 
tionally misrepresented and invented the facts which pressed 
against Russell ; and argued that Russell and Freeman were 
both precisely in the same predicament and were ecjually and 
clearly guilty of a misprision of felony, but not of th(5 crime 
charged in the iiidietnient. Mr, Chonft\ in supiiort of his posi- 
tion, relied strongly on the fact stated by (croekett to Free- 
man (and confessed by Russell to his counsel) that he was 
criminally associated with the strange woman,” by the 
Cooper’s shop at the time Croekett fired the building. Mr. 
Choate reminded the jury that though they might not convict 
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Russell, yet he would not be returned to the bosom of the 
community, but must enevitably be shut up in the State Prison 
for the minor offense of which he had been spiilty. 

Mr. Austin relied upon the clandestine movements of Bus- 
eell and Crockett throughout the whole evening and night — 
the secret manner in which they left South Boston and Bus> 
sell's inquiry for Crockett at M'Vity's, at the very moment 
he knew Crockett was at the -door — and almost every other 
circumstance in the case, as proving an original agreement to 
set the building in a blaze. 

Judge Wilde charged the jury very fully upon the law re- 
specting aiding, abetting and consenting to a felony, and in- 
structed them that if they considered the fact established, that 
Bussell, after he started to accompany Crockett in his second 
attempt to fire the house, abandoned Crockett to consort with 
the woman, then he must, according to law, be considered as 
having ceased to aid and abet Crockett in the commission of 
the crime charged, but His Honor at the same time adverted 
to the imperfect character of the testimony upon that point. 

The Jury retired at 20 minutes after 6, and at a quarter be- 
fore 9, returned with a verdict of Guilty and a recommenda- 
tion to mercy. 

The Prisoner was sentenced to death and executed along 
with Crockett in the Boston Jail Yard on the morning of 
Wednesday, March 16, 18t36. See 1 Am. St. Tr. 452. 



THE TRIAL OP WILLIAM COBBETT FOR LIBEL. 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, 1797. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

As the prosecutions for breach of neutrality in Washingr- 
ton’s administration clearly show (see 4 Am. St. Tr., 600) 
the people of the United States were violent partisans of the 
different belligerents in the European war, though a large 
majority supported the French Republic. And when Wash- 
ington was succeeded in the Presidency by John Adams, the 
spirit of party broke loose in its worst sha})!^ and the news- 
papers of the day took the lead in invective and abuse. Prance 
was greatly displeased wdlh the Jay treaty made with England 
and the Spanish minister to the United States, Don (llarloH 
Martinez Dc Yrujo, presented a note to the American Sec- 
retary of State protesting in the name of his King against 
the treaty. The newspapers that favored England declared 
that though the Spanish note came from Madrid it was dic- 
tated at Paris and that the King of Spain was nothing but 
a puppet of the French Directory. The most scurrilous of 
these writers was an English emigrant named William Cob- 
bett,^ who in Philadelphia published a paper called Porcu- 
pine’s Gazette. The Spanish note and the Spanish Minister, 
whom he called Don Yarico, “a frivolous Spaniard, half Don 
and half Sans Culotte,” were both attacked by Cobbett. 

^ Cobbett, William. He was born on a farm in Farnham, Surrey, 
“As he grew up his business was to drive robins from the turnip 
seeds and rooks from the peas. Then he went to cliyi box edgings, 
and weed beds of flowers in the Bishop of Winchester’s garden, and 
at last set off to Kew Gardens where a good-nntiired Scotchman gave 
him a lodging and found him w'ork. From Kew he went back to 
Farnham and from Farnliam wandered up to London. There he 
toiled as a copying clerk in a lawyer’s office, till one bright morning 
he took the King’s shilling and joined the flfly-foiirth regiment of 
foot. For eight years he was a soldier. But in 1792 he came, over 
to Philadelphia and began to teach Frenchmen to sy»e.nk English, for 
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Ever since Spain, observed the writer, has been ruled by 
princes of the Bourbon family, her name has been disgraced 
in peace and in war. Every important measure has been di- 
rected by the crooked politics of France. This had always 
been apparent, but never so apparent, as in the present reign 
and at the present time. The' degenerate prince, who then sat 
upon the Spanish throne seemed destitute, not only of the dig- 
nily of a King, but of the common virtues of a man. To ally 
himself to the murderers of a benevolent prince, the flower 
of his family, was not enough. He had become the tool of 
their most nefarious politics. As was the King at home, so 
was the Minister abroad. The nod of the five despots at Paris 
governed Charles. The French agents in America ruled Don 
Yarieo. The infidel tyrants had seen fit to insult and rob the 
United States. The obsequious, imitative Don must there- 
fore attempt the same. 

The Spanish Minister complained to the American Secre- 
tary of State, Timothy Pickering,® and Cobbett was bound 
over for trial in the Federal District Court. But Don Yrujo, 
not content with this, had another prosecution begun in the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania before Chief Justice Mc- 
Kean, whose daughter he was engaged to marry. 

When the trial came on McKean took the part of a witness 
and a judge. His charge to the jury was an able one and his 
explanation of the law of libel did him credit. His condem- 


he had himself spent six months in France.” See McMaster’s Hist. 
People U. S. 

He wrote a pamphlet on Dr. Priestly signed Peter Porcupine 
which had a large sale and gave him much reputation, he was en- 
couraged by those who wanted to use his vigorous pen, and his Por- 
cupine letters soon became a feature of the political strife. But he 
libelled so many people, that to escape the judgments against him 
he fled back to England where he died, aged 71, after a tumultuous 
career in his native land. See ante, preface. 

®PiCKERiira, Timothy. (1745-1829.) Bom and died in Salem, 
Massachusetts. One of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, 
Essex Co., Mass., and sole Maritime Judge, 1776. Adjutant ■ Oen- 
eral, 1777. Postmaster General, 1791-1795. Secretary of War, 
1795-1796. Secretary of State, 1795-1800. United State Senator, 
1803-1811. Representative in Congress, 1813-1817. 
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n&tion of the riboldry, the scurrility, the slanderous charges 
made daily by the writers of pamphlets, and contributors to 
Federal and Republican journals, was richly deserved. Libel- 
ing, he declared, has become a kind of national crime. It 
marked off the American people not only from neighboring 
countries, but from the whole civilized world. American 
satire was billingsgate. The struggle had been, who could 
call names with the greatest variety of phrase, who could 
mangle the largest number of characters, who could tell the 
most shameful lies. Had he ended his charge with those 
remarks, he would have done well. But he went on, forgot 
that he was a judge, became an advocate, and in turn, libeled 
the prisoner at the bar. Impressed with the duties of his 
station, the jury were told to “use some endeavors for check- 
ing the evils by binding over the editor and printer of one 
of them, licentious and virulent, beyond all former example, 
to his good behavior.’’® 

But the Grand Jury ri'fuse<l to return a true bill. 


THE TRIAL.® 

In the Supreme Court of Oyer and Terminer, PhUadelphiap 
Pennsylvania, November, 1797. 

Hox. Thomas McKeax,® Chief Justice. 

November 16. 

The November Session of the Oyer and Terminer for the 
County of Philadelphia opened today and the Grand Jury 
being assembled, the following charge was delivered to them. 


® 2 McMaster, 353. 

* See Wharton’s State Trials, 4 Am. St. Tr. 616. 

® McKean, Thomas. (1734-1817.) Bom New London, Pa. Was 
elected in 1762 to the Delaware Assembly and continued to be re- 
turned for eleven years. Delegate to New liork C'Ongress, 

Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Delaware. A signer of the 
Declaration of Independence and of the Artides of ContW^tion. 
Delegate from Delaware to the Continental Congr^ 1774, 1776, 
1778, 1783. President of the Congrera, 1781. Chief 
Pennsylvania, 1777-1799. Governor of Pennsylvania, 1799-1808. 
Died in Philadelphia. 
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Jared IngersoU/' Attorney General, for the Commonwealth. ' 

Chief Justice McKe.\x (after touching generally upon the 
nature of the^Grand Jury). Before I conclude, I am sorry 
to have occasion to mention that there is another crime that 
peculiarly concerns the judges of the Supreme Court to en- 
deavor to correct : it is that of libeling. I will .describe it at 
large. 

Libels, or libelli famosi, taken in the most extensive sense, 
signify any writings, pictures or the like, of an immoral or 
illegal tendency ; but in the sense we are now to consider them, 
are malicious defamations of any person, and especially of a 
magistrate, made public either by writing, printing, signs or 
pictures, in order to provoke him to wrath, or to expose him 
to public hatred, contempt or ridicule. 

The direct tendency of these libels is the breach of the pub- 
lic peace, by stirring up the objects of them, their families 
and friends, to acts of revenge, and perhaps of bloodshed; 
which it would be impossible to restrain by the severest laws, 
were there no redress from public justice for injuries of this 
kind, which, of all others, are most sensibly felt; and which, 
being entered upon with coolness and deliberation, receive a 
greater aggravation than any other scandal or defamation, 
continue longer and are propagated wider and farther. And 
where libels are printed against persons employed in a public 
capacity, they receive an aggravation as they tend to scan- 
dalize the government, by reflecting on those who are intrusted 
with the administration of public affairs, and thereby not 
only endanger the public peace, as all others do by stirring 
up the parties imnu'diately concerned to acts of revenge, but 
have also a direct tendency to breed in the people a dislike 
of their governors, imd incline them to faction and sedition. 

Not only charges of a heinous nature, and which reflect a 
moral turpitude on the party are libelous, but also such as 
set him in scurrilous, ignominious light; for every person 
desires to appear agreeable in life, and must be highly pro- 
voked by such ridiculous representations of him as tend to 


• See 4 Am. St. Tr. 62 .':. 
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lessen him in the esteem of the world, and take away his 
reputation, wliicli to some men is more dear than life itself; 
for these equally create ijl blood.^ ami provoke the parties to 
acts of revenge and breaches of the peace. 

A defamatory writing expressing only one or two letters 
of a name, or using such descriptions and circumstances, 
feigned names or circumstances, in such a manner, that from 
what goes before and follows after it must m^eds be utider- 
stood to signify such a person in the plain, obvious, and nat- 
ural construction of tlie wliole, is as proj)erly a libel as if it 
had expressed tlui whole name at large, for it brings the ut- 
most contempt on the law to suffer its justice to be diOuded 
by such trifling evasions; and it is a ridiculous absurdity to 
say, that a WTiting, which is undi‘rstood by the very meanest 
capacity, cannot possibly b(» understood by courts and juries. 

It is e(|ually ridiculous and absurd to supi)ose, that if a 
man speaks slanderous or d(‘famatory wonls of anotluT he 
may be sued and amide damages recoverc'd for tin' injury ; but 
if the same words are init in ivriting or printed, no punish- 
ment can be inflicted. Such a doctrine^ may gratify the 
W'ishes of envious and malicious cowards and assassins, but 
must be detested by all sensible and good men. 

These offenses are punishable, oith(*r by indictment, infor- 
mation, or civil action; but there ari» some instance's where 
they can be punished by a criminal prosecution only; as 
where the TTnited States in Congress assffiiibled, the legisla- 
ture, judges of the Supreme Court, or crivil magistrates in 
general, are charged wdth eorrujdion, moral turpituile, base 
partiality, and the like, when no one in particular is named. 

By the law of the Twelve Tables at Ilonie, libels which 
affected the reputation of another, wen* made capital of- 
fenses, but before the reign of Augustus, the punishment 
became corporeal only. Under the ■Kmi)er(»r Valentinian, it 
was again made capital, not only to write, but to publish 
them, or even to omit destroying them. But by the laws of 
Pennsylvania, the authors, printers and publishers of a libel, 
are punishable by fine, and also, a limited imprisonment at 
hard labor and solitary confinement in jail, or imprisonment 
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only, or one of them, as to the court in discretion shall deem 
proper, according to the heinousness of the crime, and the 
quality and Circumstances of the offender. 

Any libeler, or person even speaking words of contempt 
against an inferior magistrate, as a justice of the peace or 
mayor, personally, though he be not in the actual execution of 
his office, or of an inferior officer of justice, as a constable, 
and such like, being in the actual execution of his office, may 
be bound to his good behavior by a single justice of the peace. 

By this law and these punishments, the liberty of the press 
(a phrase much used, but little understood) is by no means 
infringed or violated. The liberty of the press is, indeed, 
essential to the nature of a free State, but this consists in lay- 
ing no previous restraints upon publications, and not in free- 
dom from censure for criminal matter, when published. Every 
freeman has an undoubted right to lay what sentiments he 
pleases before the public ; to forbid this, is to destroy the free- 
dom of the press; but if he publishes what is improper, mis- 
chievous or illegal, he must take the consequences of his 
temerity. To punish dangerous or offensive writings, which, 
when published, shall, on a fair and impartial trial, be ad- 
judged of a pernicious tendency, is necessary for the preser- 
vation of peace and good order, of government and religion, 
the only solid foundation of civil liberty. Thus the will of 
individuals is still left free ; the abuse only of that free will 
is the object of legal punishment. Our presses in Pennsyl- 
vania are thus free. The common law, with respect to this, is 
confirmed and established by the Constitution. By the sev- 
enth section of the declaration of the principles of a free gov- 
ernment, it is ascertained that the printing presses shall be 
free to every person, who undertakes to examine the pro- 
ceedings of the legislature or any part of government. Men, 
therefore, have only to take care in their publications, that 
they are decent, candid and true; that they are for the pur- 
pose of reformation and not for defamation; and that they 
have an eye solely to the public good. Publications of this 
kind are not only lawful, but laudable. But if they are made 
to gratify envy or malice, and contain personal invectives, low 
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scurrility, or slanderous charges, they can answer no good 
purposes for the community, but on the contrary must de- 
stroy the very ends of society. .Were these to escape with 
impunity, youth would not be safe in its innocence, nor ven- 
erable age in its wisdom, gravity And virtue ; dignity and sta- 
tion would become a reproach, and the fairest and best char- 
acters that this or any other countrj' ever produced, would be 
vilified and blasted if not ruined. 

If any person, whether in a public or private station, does 
injury to an individual, or to the societj”, ample redress can 
be had by having recourse to the laws, and the proper tribu- 
nals w'here the parties can be heard personally, or by coun- 
sel, the truth can be fairly investigated, and justice be fully 
obtained; so that there can be no necessity or reason for ac- 
cusing any one of public or private wrongs in pamphlets or 
newspapers, or of appeals to the people under feigned names, 
or by anonymous scribblers. 

Every one W'ho has in him the sentiments of either a Chris- 
tian or gentleman, cannot but be highly offended at the en- 
venomed scurrility that has raged in pamphlets and news- 
papers, printed in Philadelphia for several years past, inso- 
much, that libeling has b«'come a kind of national crime, and 
distinguishes us not only from all the States around us, but 
from the whole civilized w'orld. Our satire has been nothing 
but ribaldry and Billingsgate; the contest has been, who could 
call names in the greatest variety of phrases; who could 
mangle the greatest number of characters ; or who could excel 
in the magnitude and virulence of their lies. Hence the honor 
of families has been stained ; the highest posts nmdered cheap 
and vile in the sight of the people, and the greatest services 
and virtue blasted. This evil, so scandalous to our govern- 
ment, and detestable in the eyes of all good men, calls aloud 
for redress. To censure the licsentiousness is to maintain the 
liberty of the press. 

At a time when misunderstandings prevail between the 
Bepublics of France and the United States, and when our 
General Government have appointed public ministers to en- 
deavor their removal, and restore the former harmony, some 
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of the journals or newspapers in the City of Philadelphia 
have teemed with the most irritating invectives, couched in 
the most vulgar and opprobrious language, not only against 
the French nation and their allies, but the very men in power 
with whom the ministers of our country are sent to negotiate. 
These publications have an evident tendency not only to frus- 
trate a reconciliation, but to create a rupture, and provoke a 
war between the sister repubUcs, and seem calculated to vil- 
ify, nay, to subvert all republican governments whatever. 

Impressed with the duties of my station, I have used some 
endeavors for checking these evils, by binding over the editor 
and printer of one of them, licentious and virulent beyond 
all fonner example, to his good behavior; but he stiU perse- 
veres in his nefarious publications; he has ransacked our 
language for terms of insult and reproach, and for the basest 
accusations against every rulor and distinguished character 
in France and Spain with whom we chance to have any inter- 
course, which it is scarce in nature to forgive; in brief, he 
braves his recognizance and the laws. It is now with you, 
gentlemen of the Grand Jury, to animadvert on his conduct; 
without your aid it cannot be corrected. The government 
that will not discountenance, may he thought to adopt it, and 
he deemed justly chargeable with all the consequences. 

Every nation ought to avoid giving any real offense to an- 
other. Some medals and dull jests are mentioned and repre- 
sented as a ground of quarrel between the English and Dutch 
in 1672, and likewise called Louis the XIYth, to make an ex- 
pedition into the United provinces of the Netherlands in the 
same year, and nearly ruined the commonwealth. 

We are soriy to find our endeavors in this way have not 
been attended with all the good effects that were expected 
from them; however, we are determined to pursue the pre- 
vailing vice of the times with zeal and indignation, that 
crimes may no longer appear less odious for being fashion- 
able, nor the more secure from punishment from being pop- 
ular. 

The criminal law of this State is so pregnant with justice, 
80 agreeable to reason, so full of equity and clemency, that 
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even those who suffer by it cannot charge it with rigor. It 
is so adapted to the common good as to suffer no folly to 
go unpunished, which that re<]uipes to be restrained ; and yet 
so tender of the infirmities of human nature, and of the wives 
and children of even the gn'atest offenders, as to refuse no 
indulgence wliich the safety of the people will permit. It 
gives the rulera no power but of doing good, and deprives 
the people of no liberty but of doing evil. We are now. thank 
God! in the peaceable and full enjoyment of our laws, of the 
free administration of justice, and in complete possession of 
religious, civil and political lilM*rty. May the divine Governor 
of the world contiimo these* blessings to us! and impn*s8 it 
as a duty which Ave oavc to ouraelves, who enjoy them, to thost^ 
virtuous men ■who, under God, have lH*en chiefly instrumen- 
tal in procuring them, and to our posterity who will claim 
at our hands this noblest inheritance, to maintain and defend 
them at every hazard of life and fortune! 

You may now. gentlemen, retire to your room. In(|uire 
with zeal, hear with attention, dclilH!rale with coolness, judge 
with impartiality, and decide with fcirtituch? — and may God 
overrule and direct all your proceedings to the furtherance 
of justice and the happiness of the peophi ! 

The following Bill of Indictment ■was thereupon presented 
to the Grand Jury: 

Philadelphia County, ss. 

The Grand Inquest of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, upon 
their oaths and atlirmations respectively, do i>resent, that William 
Cobbetl, late of the City of Philadelphia, in the County of Philadel- 
phia, yeoman, being a person of a wicked and turbulent disposition, 
and maliciously designing and intending to vilify and defame the 
person, character and government of his ('atholic Majesty Charles 
the Fourth, King of Sjmin, and to disturb the i>eace and amity now 
happily subsisting between the same and tlie I nited States of 
America; and also to vilify and defame the jierson and character 
of Don Carlos Martinez d’Vrujo, the Minister Plenipotentiary and 
Envoy Extraordinary from his Catholic Majesty, the said King of 
Spain, to the Tnited States, on the seventeenth day of July, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, at 
the City of Philadelphia, in the county aforesaid, wickedly and 
maliciously did print and publish, and cause to be printed and pub- 
lished, a certain scandalous, false and malicious libd, of and eon- 
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cerning his Catholic Majesty, the said King of Spain, and of and 
concerning the said Don Carlos Martinez d'Yrujo, the said Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary from his said majesty to 
the United Stales, in a certain newspaper called Porcupine’s Gazette, 
which said newspaper was then and there printed and published 
by the said William Cobbett, and in the form of observations signed 
by ‘‘An Old Soldier,” and directed and addressed for Porcupine’s 
Gazette, in which said libel are contained, among .other things and 
expression, divers of false, feigned, scandalous and malicious mat- 
ters, according to the tenor following, to-wit: “Ever since Spain 
has been governed by princes of the Bourbon family, the Spanish 
name has been disgraced in peace and in war; every important meas- 
ure has been directed by the crooked x>olitics of France. This con- 
nection, like the obscene harpies of old, contaminates whatever it 
touches. But never has this been so conspicuous as in the present 
reign, and more especially at the present period. The degenerate 
prince that now sways the Spanish sceptre (thereby meaning his 
Catholic Majesty, the said King of Spain), whom the French (the 
French Republic, meaning have kept on the throne merely as a 
trophy of their power, or as the butt of their insolence, seems desti- 
tute not only of the dignity of a king, but of the common virtues of 
a man. Not content with allying himself to the murderers of a 
benevolent prince, who was the flower of his family, he (his Catholic 
Majesty, the said King of Spain, meaning) has become the supple 
tool of all their (the said French Republic meaning) most nefarious 
politics. As^ the sovereign (his Catholic Majesty, the said King of 
Spain, meaning) is at home, so is the minister abroad (meaning the 
said Don Carlos Martinez d’Yrujo, the said Minister Plenipotentiary 
and Envoy Extraordinary from his said Catholic Majesty, Ube said 
King of Spain, to the United States.) The one (meaning his 
Catholic Majesty, the said King of Spain) is governed like a de- 
pendent by the nod of the five despots at Paris, and the other 
(meaning the said Don Carlos Martinez d’Yrujo, the said Minister 
Plenipotentiaxy from his said Catholic Majesty) by the directions of 
the l^nch agent in America. Because those infidel tyrants (the 
French Republic and their agents, meaning) had thought proper to 
rob and insult this country and its government, and we have thought 
proper, I am sorry to add, to submit to it, the obsequious imitative 
of his masters (the French Republic and their agents, meaning). 

And, also, the said William Cobbett did then and there, in the same 
newspaper, and connected with the libel aforesaid, print and publish 
the false, feigned, scandalous and malicious wor& and matters, ac- 
cording to the tenor following, to-wit : 

"In &e present state of things, the independence of the United 
States is little more than a shadow; it . (the independence of the 
United States, meaning) is really not worth what it cost to acquire 
and support it; and, unless a stop can be put to the progress of fac- 
tion and foreign interference (the interference of the said Don 
Charles Martinez d’Yviijo, and the government of his said Catholic 
Majesty, meaning) instead of a blessing, it (the independence of tiie 
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United States, meaning:) will ere long be a burden which even the 
vassals of Prussia would not lake off our hands as a gift.” 

And the grand inquest aforesaid, upon their oatlis and atlirma- 
tions aforesaid, do further present,' tliat the said William Cobbett, 
being as aforesaid, and designing and intending as aforesaid, on the 
24th day of July, in the year aforesaid, wickedly and maliciously did 
print and publish and cause to lie printed and published, a certain 
other false, scandalous and malicious libel, of and coiuwrning the 
said Don Carlos Martinez d*Yrujo, the said Minister Pleuipoteutiary 
and Envoy Extraordinary from the said King of Spain to tlie said 
United States, in the form of a communication; in which said last 
mentioned libel are contained the false, scandalous and malicious 
matters and things, according to the tenor following to-wit: “After 
such examples, liow' can it be w’ondered at that an advertisement 
should a])pear in our public prints, giving notice of a swindling as- 
signment of his estate by a member of Congress, in the vicinity of 
the capital, for the purjiose of defrauding his creditors, or that our 
people should join the French marauders, and pillage the jiroperty 
and threaten the lives of their defcnscdess countrymen under the 
flag of those pirates, or that we (the people of the Vnited States, 
meaning) are so abused and humbled as to submit with patience to 
the ])ublic insults of a frivolous Spaniard, half Don and halts Hans- 
cidotte (meaning thereby the said Don Carlos Martinez d’Yrujo, 
Minister Plenipotentiary and Plnvoy Extraordinary as aforesaid).*’ 

And the gi*and inquest aforesaid, upon their oaths and aflirma tions 
aforesaid, further do present, that the said William ( -obbett, being 
as aforesaid, and designing and intending as aforesaid, on the thirty- 
first day of July, in the year aforesaid, at the city and wdthin the 
county aforesaid, wdckedly and maliciously did print ami jiulilish, 
and cause to be printed and published, a certain other false, scan- 
dalous and malicious libel, of and concerning the said King of Spain, 
and of and concerning the said Don Martinez d’Yrujo, the said Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of the said King of 
Spain to tlie said United States; in which said last mentioned liliel, 
among other things, divers false, scandalous and malicious mutters 
are contained, according to the tenor following to-wit : ^‘What will 
his magnanimous majesty say wdieii, by the result of Don Yarico’s 
(the said Don Carlos Martinez d*Yrujo, meaning) conspiracy with 
Blount (meaning a conspiracy, or crime, for w’hich William Blount 
heretofore a senator of the United States, was impeached by the 
House of Representatives of the l*nited States and ext>elled from 
the Senate thereof), , and his appeal to the people, and this political 
puppet (the said Don ('arlos Martinez d’Ynijo, meaning) sliall have 
brought on a urar with America, wdien the standard of liberty shall 
be unfurled on the Isthmus of Darien, then his majesty (his said 
Catholic Majesty, the King of Spain, meaning) may, perhaps, find 
the freeborn sons of America are not that dastardly race of cowards 
which the submission to the insults of his (the said King of Spain, 
meaning) treacherous and piratical ally (the Republic of France, 
meaning), had taught him to believe them;” to the great scandal and 
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infamy of his Catholic Majesty^ the King of Spain, of his govern- 
ment, and the said Don Carlos Martinez d’Yrujo, Minister Pleni- 
potentiary and JSnvoy Extraordinary from his said Catholic Majesty, 
the said King of Spain, to the evil and pernicious example of all 
others in the like case offending, against the Act of Assembly in such 
case made and provided, and against the peace and dignity of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Jared Ingersol, 
Attorney Ceneral. 

The Grand Jury returned the indictment into court No 
BiU. 



THE TRIAL OF MATTHEW LYON FOR A SEDI- 
TIOUS LIBEL, VERGENNES, VERMONT. 1798. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

The Sedition Law which was passed in July. 1798, im- 
posed a * penalty on unlawful combinations to oppose the 
measures of Government, and in counseling insurrec- 
tions and riots. But its most objectionable feature was the 
clause which made it a crime punished by fine and imprison- 
ment to print or publish any false, scaiulHlous and malicious 
writings against the Government, Congress or the President, 
with intent to defame them, to bring them into contempt or 
to excite the hatred of the people against them. As its object 
was plainly to muzzle the opposition press and to punish 
those newspapers and editors for their continued attacks on 
the high officials of the Government and their acts, a great 
protest arose throughout the land against this blow at the 
right of freedom of speech and the liberty of the press. 

The first to feel the w’eight of the law was Matthew Lyoii,^ 

^ Ltok, MiiTTHEW. (1740-1822.) A man famous in American 
politics for many years. He was born in Ireland and came to 
America in his youth so poor that he was sold to pay his passage 
to a Mr. Liversworth of Vermont, lie served his time faithfully, 
became acquainted with the leading men of the country and was soon 
an officer of militia in General Gates’ Army. He got into trouble 
there, was cashiered and returned to Vermont where he settled in a 
village called Pair Haven and began the manufacture of paper, type 
and iron ware. The General Assembly granted him i>ow^cr to raise 
by lottery “600 bushels of wheat” — the standard of value in those 
days to enable him to enlarge his furnaces so as to cast “flatirons, 
spades, bake pans and dish kettles.” He served in the Legislature 
ten years and was assistant judge of Rutland County. He married 
the daughter of Governor Chittenden. He founded a newspaper, and 
was elected to Congress. During his imprisonment for libel he was 
re-elected, and an effort by his political opponent to prevent his tak- 
ing his seat because he had been convicted of being a notorious sedi- 
tious person was defeated. In 1801 he removed to Kentucky and in 
1803 returned to Washington as a representative in Congress from 
that state. He continued to sit as a member from Kentucky through 
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a member of Congress from Vermont. Lyon was a witty, 
red-faced Irishman who had come to America when a boy as 
a redemptioner, had served in the Revolution, had acquired 
large property including a leading newspaper, the Vermont 
Gazette, and had a seat in the House of Representatives. He 
was a rabid Republican, and the Federalists, who thoroughly 
hated him, called him the wild Irishman. With one of their 
number, Griswold, he had a rough and tumble fight on the 
floor of the House. Scarcely had the Sedition Act become 
a law, when Lyon was arrested for publishing in his news- 
paper a letter from himself which denounced the President’s 
Fast Day proclamation as using the “sacred name of re- 
ligion as a state engine to make mankind hate and persecute 
each other,” lamented that “every ebnsideration of the pub- 
lic welfare was swallowed up in a continual grasp for power, 
and unbounded thirst for ridiculous pomp, foolish adulation 
and selfish avarice,” and that while good men were turned 
away for “independency of sentiment, mean men” got 
places. Another count charged him with printing a letter 
from France in which the writer expressed surprise that the 
answer of the House to a recent speech of President Adams 
had not been “an order to send him to a madhouse.” 

When the trial came on, he conducted his own case. He 

the eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh Congresses, retiring in 1811, 
having previously refused the commissaryship of the Western army 
tendered to him by Mr. Jefferson. After his withdrawal from Con- 
gress, Mr. Lyon (or Col. Lyon, as he appears by this time to have 
been called) returned to Kentucky, where a short time afterwards he 
received from Mr. Monroe the appointment of United States factor 
for the Cherokee nation. This drew him west of the Mississippi, and 
though by this time an old man, he displayed in the uncleared plains 
of the then outskirts of the Union the same surprising activity that 
he bad shown in the once border lands of Vermont and Kentucky. He 
engaged on a considerable scale in commerce on tbe Arkansas and 
Mississippi rivers. “On August 1, 1822, at Spadre Bluff, in his sev- 
enty-seventh year, died Matthew Lyon, loved as a neighbor, for be 
was full of that chivalrous spirit of generosity which is not a strange 
inmate of an Irish heart; and valued as a friend, for upon that warm 
temperament had been grafted the fertility of expe^ents belonging 
to tbe American pioneer.” Wharton, p. 344. In 1840 Congress or- 
dered that the fine imposed at the trial in 1798 should with interest 
be refunded to his heirs. 
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attempted to prove the truth of his own charges by making 
a witness of the Judge. Have you not, asked Lyon, have you 
not often dined with the President and seen his ridiculous 
pomp and parade T The Judge protested that on such occa- 
sions he had seen only a decent simplicity, and when the ver- 
dict of guilty was returned, scolded the prisoner, fined him 
one thousand dollars, and committed him to jail for four 
months.^ 

His friends got up a petition for his pardon, but as he re- 
fused to sign it, the President refused to pardon him. But he 
was triumphantly re-elected to Congress while still in prison.* 

THE TRIAL.* 

In ihe United Staffs Circuit Court, Verffennes, Vermont, 
October, 1798. 

Hon. William Pattkrson,® \ j , 

Hon. Samuel Hitchcock, " j 

October 7. 

The Prisoner having been arrested immediately after the 
finding of the indictment, appeared today and pleaded not 
guilty. 

Charles Marsh, ^ District Attorney, for the Government. 


“ McMasIer Hist. People T*. S. 

® Klsoii Hist. r. S. 21(». 

* See 4 Am. St. Tr. 61(). 

* See 4 Am. St. Tr. 6;J8. 

“ Hitchcock, Samuel. (IT-'m-ISI.*!.) Bom Rrimficld, Mass. Qrad- 
iiated Han’ard, 1777. Read law with .Tedediali Foster, Brookfield, 
Mass. Removed to Burlington. Vt., 1780, to practice law. Statm 
Attorney, Chittenden County, 1787-1790. Representative, 1789-1793. 
Member of convention of Vermont to ratify the Constitution (Ben- 
nington), 1791. Trustee and Secretary Vermont Cniveraily, 1791- 
1800. Attorney General, 1796. Member of Second Klectoral College, 
1792, United " States District Judge, District of Vermont, 1793. 
United States Circuit Judge, 1802. Married (1789) a daughter of 
Ethan Allen. 

» Marsh, Charles. (176,5-1840.) Bora Lebanon, Conn. Prac- 
ticed law in Woodstock, Vt,, for half a century. In 181.5-1817 was 
a representative in Congress and was one of the founders of ttie 
American Colonisation Society. He died in Woodstock. 
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The Prisoner asked that he be granted bail, which was al- 
lowed, and he gave bail for his appearance on October 9. 

October 9. 

The Jury was selected and sworn. 

Mr. Marsh opened the case and produced a letter from 
prisoner dated Philadelphia, July 7, 1798, and postmarked 
on the same day and which was presented in Vermont on 
July 23. 

The Prisoner admitted the authorship and publication. 

The indictment was found on October 5, 1798, contained 
three counts, the first of which, after averring the intent to 
be to “stir up sedition, and to bring the President and Gov- 
ernment of the United States into contempt, “ laid the follow- 
ing libelous matter : 

*‘As to the Executive, when I shall see the efforts of that power 
bent on the promotion of the comfort, the happiness, and accommo- 
dation of the people, that executive shall have my zealous and uni- 
form sup))ort: but whenever 1 shall, on the part of the Executive, 
see every consideration of the public welfare swallowed up in a con- 
tinual grasp for power, in an unbounded thirst for ridiculous pomp, 
foolish adulation, and selfish avarice; when 1 shall behold men of 
real merit daily turned out of office, for no other cause but inde- 
pendency of sentiment; wlien I shall see men of firmness, merit, years, 
abilities, and experience, discarded in their applications for office, for 
fear they possess that independence, and men of meanness preferred 
for the ea^e with which they take up and advocate opinions, the con- 
sequence of which they know but little of — ^when I shall see the 
sacred name of religion employed as a state engine to make mankind 
hate and persecute one another, I shall not be their humble advocate.” 

The second count consisted of having maliciously, etc., and 
with intent, etc., published a letter, said to be a letter from 
a diplomatic character in Prance,* containing two para- 
graphs, in the words following; 

®The writer of the letter was Joel Barlow (1755-1812), who died 
while United States Minister to Poland, but of whom an American 
historian says: ^‘This Barlow is memorable as the only one of our 
countrymen who has been guilty of the foUy of attempting to pro- 
duce an American epic poem. But a better title to immortality is the 
infamous part he bore in enticing ignorant Frenchmen to buy and 
settle the lands of the Scioto Company in Ohio.” 2 McMaster Hist. 
People U. S. 



MATTHEW LYON 


691 


^^The misunderstanding between the two governments (France and 
the United States), has become extremely alarming; confidence is 
completely destroyed, mistrusts, jealousy, and a disposition to a 
wrong attribution of motives, are so apparent, as to require the ut* 
most caution in every word and action that are to come from your 
Executive. 1 mean, if your object is to avoid hostilities. Had this 
truth been understood with you before the recall of MoTin>o, before 
the coming and second coming of Pinckney ; had it guided the pens 
that wrote the bullying speech of your President, and stupid answer 
of your Senate, at the opening of Congress in November last, I 
should probably had no occasion to address you this letter. 

But when we found him borrowing the language of Ed- 
mund Burke, and telling the world that although he should succeed 
in treating w'ith the French, there w»aa no dependence to be placed 
on any of their engagements, that their religion and morality were 
at an end, that they w-ould turn pirates and plunderers, and it 
would be neeessaiy' to be perpetually armed against them, though 
you were at peace; we wondered that the answer of both Houses 
had not been an order to send him to a mad house. Instead of this 
the Senate have echoed the speech with more sendlity than ever 
George IIT. experienced from either House of Parliament.’' 

The third count was for assisting, counselling, aiding, and 
abetting the publication of the same. 

It was proved that Mr, Lyon had stweral times read at 
public meetings in Vermont the letter (known at the time as 
the ‘‘Barlow” letter) from which the libelous matter in the 
second count was taken. 

Several witnesses were called to show that Mr. Lyon, both 
in public and in private, had extensively used the letter for 
political purposes, and in doing so had frequently made use 
of language highly disrespectful to the administration. On 
cross-examination it appeared that on one occasion he had 
endeavored to prevent it from being printed. 

The prosecution having closed, Mr. Lyon, stated his de- 
fense to consist in three points: first, that the court had no 
jurisdiction of the offense', the act of Congress being uncon- 
stitutional and void, if not so generally, at least, as to writings 
composed before its passage ; second, that the publication was 
innocent ; and third, that the contents w'cre true. 

On the first two points he offered no testimony, but on the 
third he proposed to call Judge Patterson, the presiding 
judge, and Judge Israel Smith. 
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Judge Patterson being then on the bench, was then asked 
by Mr. Lyon, whether he had not frequently dined with 
the President, and observed his ridiculous pomp and parade?” 

Judge Patterson replied that he had sometimes, though 
rarely, dined with the President, but that he had never seen 
any pomp or parade; he had seen, on the contrary, a great 
deal of plainness and simplicity. 

Mr. Lyon then asked whether he (the judge) had not seen 
at the President’s more pomp and servants there, than at the 
tavern at Rutland. To this, no answer was given.* 

No other witness was called. 

ifr. Marsh, district attorney, addressed the jury at length, 
urging, (1) the libelous nature of the offensive passages, 
which were clearly within the act of Congress, and (2) the 
declared intentions with which they had been used by the 
defendant, which expressly came up to the innuendoes. 

Judge Smith^^ (the then Chief Justice of Vermont), who 

® The oddity of this proceeding — ^in which the fact of the defend- 
ant’s asking a judge on the bench such a question as this, is only 
equaled by the judge setting to work to give a regular answer — can 
only be explained on the ground that the defendant, having no coun- 
sel, did not know any better, and that the Court were unwilling to 
curtail him in his supposed defense. The answer, as reported in the 
Aurora, a newspaper, is the same as above, varying, however, in the 
last line to ''in place of pomp and parade, 1 have seen a good deal 
of hospitality, without much ceremony.” The report in the Spec- 
tator continues: "And it was evident Mr. Lyon expected no more.” 
That in the Aurora makes up for this by giving a still stronger turn 
the other way. “The judge, conscious that there was some differ- 
ence between the table at Braintree, and the humble fare of a coun- 
try tavern, with the privileges of half a bed, made no reply, but 
smoked a cigar.” 

Smith, Israel. (1759-1810.) Bom Suffield, Conn. Gradu- 
ated Yale, 1781; admitted to bar, 1783; settled in Rupert, Vt., which 
he represented in the State lej^lature in 1785, 1788, 1789 and 1790. 
In 1789 was one of a commission appointed by the legislature to 
adjust the controversy in regard to jurisdiction between Vermont 
and New York. In 1791 was a member of the convention that rati- 
fied the United States Constitution. Removed to Rutland the same 
year, and was a Democratic representative from western district of 
Vermont in second, third and fourth Congresses, 1791-1797, being 
defeated for re-election in 1796 by Matthew Lyon. In 1796 mem- 
ber of State legislature and elected by that body Chief Justice of 
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then appeared as counsel for the defendant, declining to re- 
ply, in consequence of the shortness of time allowed him for 
preparation, he having been called into the case at the bar, 
the defendant addressed the juiy at great length, insisting 
on the unconstitutionality of the law, and the insufficiency 
of the evidence to show anything more than a legitimate op- 
position. 

Patterson, J., (to the Jury) : You have nothing whatever 
to do with the constitutionality or unconstitutionality of the 
sedition law. Congress has said that the author and pub- 
lisher of seditious libels is to be punished ; and until this law 
is declared null and void by a tribunal competent for the pur- 
pose, its validity cannot be disputed. Groat would be the 
abuses were the constitutionality of every statute to be sub- 
mitted to a jury, in each case where the statute is to bt* ap- 
plied. The only question you arc to determine is, that which 
the record submits to you. Did Mr. Lyon publish the writing 
given in the indictment ? Did he do so seditiously f On the 
first point, the evidence is undisputed, and in fact, he him- 
self concedes the fact of publicatin as to a large portion of 
libelous matter. As to the second point, you will have to 
consider whether language such as that here complained of 
could have been uttered with any other intent than that of 
making odious or contemptible the President and government, 
and bringing them both into disrepute. If you find such is 
the case, the offense is made out, and you must render a 
verdict of guilty. Nor should the political rank of the de- 
fendant, his past services, or the dependent condition of his 
family, deter you from this duty. Such considerations are 


State supreme court. Elected to seventh Congress (1R01-1R0.3). 
United States Senator, 1807. Failed of re-election to the Oovernor- 
ship in 1808. Presidential elector, 1800. Soon after he became 
Governor his health failed, and be died insane at Rutland, Vt. He 
advocated substitution of confinement at hard labor for capital pun- 
ishment, state Bupen'ision of highways, and the building of a state 
prison. His attempts to enforce the embargo act of 1807 and siiro- 
mar.v dealing with smugglers contributed to his defeat for the Gov- 
ernorship. Was a judge of incorruptible integrity. See Dexter, 
Tale Biog. E. Annals; Biog. Congress. Direct.; Lamb’s Biog. Diet. 
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for the court alone in adjusting the penalty they will be- 
stow. The fact of guilt is for you, for the court, the grade 
of punishment. As to yourselves, one point, in addition, in 
exercising the functions allotted to you, you must keep in 
mind, and that is, that in order to render a verdict of guilty, 
you must be satisfied beyond all reasonable substantial doubt 
that the hypothesis of innocence is unstistainable. Keeping 
these instructions in your mind, yon will proceed to delib- 
erate on your verdict. 

THE VERDICT AND SENTENCE. 

At about eight o’clock in the evening of the same day, after 
about an hour’s absence, the Jury returned with a verdict 
of guilty. 

Mr. Lyon being called up for sentence, a postponement was 
obtained till the next morning. 

October 10. 

Judge Patterson. Matthew Lyon, as a member of the 
federal legislature, you must be well acquainted with the 
mischiefs which flow from an unlicensed abuse of govern- 
ment, and of the motives which led to the passage of the act 
under which this indictment is framed. No one, also, can 
be better acquainted than yourself with the existence and 
nature of the act. Your position, so far from making the 
ease one which might slip with a nominal fine through the 
hands of the court, would make impunity conspicuous should 
such a fine alone be imposed. What, however, has tended to 
mitigate the sentence which would otherwise have been im- 
posed is, what I am sorry to hear of, the reduced condition 
of your estate. The judgment of the court is, that you stand 
imprisoned four months, pay the costs of prosecution, and a 
fine of one thousand dollars, and stand committed until this 
sentrace be complied with. 




THE TRIAL OP ANTHONY HASWELL FOR A 
SEDITIOUS LIBEL. WINDSOR. VERMONT. 1800. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

After Matthew L3’'on was sent to jail his friends, to relieve 
his distress, started a lottery — a very popular method of 
raising money at that day. His houses, his lands, his mills 
were the prizes and the Vermont Gazette in an article con- 
taining some strong criticism of the prosecution of Lyon, 
called upon the people to save from poverty the defender of 
their rights. The United States Marshal was charged with 
extreme cruelty in the treatment of his prisoner, and the Gov- 
ernment was charged with selecting for office Tories who had 
fought against independence. The printer Anthony Haswell* 
was indicted under the Sedition Act, convicted, fined and im- 
prisoned. 


THE TRIAL.* 

In the United States Circuit Court, District of Vermont^ 
Windsor, 1800 . 

Hon. William Patterson/** \ j ^ 

Hon. Samuel Hitchcock, 

April 26 , 

The Defendant had been previously indicted, under the stat- 
ute (the Sedition Act) for publishing the following libelous 
matter in the Vermont Gazette: 

^•Haswell, Anthony. (1756-1816.) Bom Portsmouth, England. 
Emigrated to America before the Revolution and joined the Con- 
tinental Arm}', being present at the Bottle of Monmouth. After 
leaving the army he went to Boston, where he learned the jirinters^ 
trade. After living a time in Hartford, Conn., and Springfield, 
Mass., he removed to Bennington, Vt., and established the Vermont 
Gazette, which he conducted until his death. “At the expiration of 
his sentence, an immense concourse of people from the neighboring 
county assembled to welcome him back to liberty, and to signalize 
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the enemies of political persecution in the western district of 
Vermont : 

^^Your representative (Matthew Lyon) is holden by the oppres- 
sive hand of usurped power in a loathsome prison, deprived almost 
of the right of reason, and suffering all the indignities which can 
be heaped upon him by a hard-hearted savage, who has, to the dis- 
grace of Federalism, been elevated to a station whpre he can sati- 
ate his barbarity on the misery of his victims. But in spite of 
Fitch (the marshal) and to their sorrow, time will pass away; the 
month of February will arrive, and with it bring liberty to the de- 
fender of your rights? No. Without exertion it will not. Eleven 
hundred dollars must be paid for his ransom. This money it is im- 
possible for Col. Lyon to raise in an ordinary way. A contribution 
is talked of, but this is an uncertain, humiliating, and precarious 
method. Col. Lyon has adopted a plan which accords with his feel- 
ings, and he hopes it may be with those of his friends. The plan 
is this: he has purchased a grant for a lottery, upon which he has 
formed a scheme whereby he designs to sell his tickets for money to 
the amount of his fine and consequent losses; and pay the prizes in 
land, houses, and such other property as he has to dispose of. May 
we not hope that this amount may answer the desired purpose, and 
that our representative shall not languish a day in prison for want 
of money after the measure of Federal injustice is filled up? 

^^At the same time the administration publicly notified that Tories, 
men who had fought against our independence, who had shared in the 
desolation of our homes, and the abuse of our wives and daughters, 
were men who were worthy of the confidence of the government.” 

The Defendant appeared in court today and pleaded Not 
Guilty. 

Israel Smitk^ and Mr. Fay, for the Prisoner. 

The Prisoner's Counsel made a motion for a continuance on 
the ground of the absence of material witnesses. They filed an 

their disapprobation of his imprisonment. He marched forth from 
his quarters at the jail to the tune of Yankee Doodle, played by a 
band, while the discharge of cannon signified the general satisfac- 
tion at his release. . . . Mr. Haswell was highly respected, not 
only by liis friends, but by his political opponents. He was dis- 
tinguished in private life by exemplary conduct in the discharge of 
his duties, and by his devotion to the moral and religious improve- 
ment of society.” Wharton St. Tr., p. 687. In 1844 Congress 
passed an act refunding the fine and over 40 years’ interest to Mr. 
HaswelFs representatives. 

® Wharton’s State Trials, see 4 Am. St. Tr. 616. 

® See 4 Am. St. Tr. 638. 

*See ante, p. 689. 

* See ante, p. 692. 
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affidavit to the effect that the prisoner expected to prove by 
General Darke, of Virginia, and Mr. McHenry, the Secretary 
of War, that the government had on one occasion acknowl- 
edged the policy of occasionally appointing Tories to office; 
and that every effort had been made to obtain the attendance 
of these gentlemen, but in vain. The affidavit also stated that 
two witnesses from the immediate neighborhood were ex- 
pected, but had not yet arrived, one being detained by acci- 
dent, and the other by sickness. 

The continuance was resistetl by District Attorney Marsh,* 
for the Government, on the groiind, that due diligence had not 
been showm in collecting the wanting testimony, and that 
even if it could be got, it would 1k‘ inadmissible. 

Judge Patterson said that the first item of evidjmee ivould 
not be admissible, even if present, as it would not be a fiat 
justification ; hut that in order to permit the defendant to 
avail himself of the attendance of other witnesses whom he 
momentarily expected, a postponement of several days would 
be granted. 

May 5. 

The District Attorney opened the case on the part of the 
United States. Kvidence was produced to show that the pas- 
sages in the indictment had IsHm published in a newspaper 
called the Vermont Gaxt'tte, edited by the defendant; the 
first being part of an advertist*ment issued by a committee 
of Colonel Lyon’s friends, the second being an extract from 
the Aurora. 

In justification of the first paragraph, the Prisoner’s Coun- 
sel called witnesses to prove circumstances of peculiar hard- 
ships attending Lyon’s imprisonment. 

The Jury were addressed by the District Attorney and the 
Defendant’s Counsel, and afterwards by the Defendant him- 
self, who said: 

With respect to the first count, gentlemen, I believe you 
will entertain a doubt at least whether I am, in fact, the 
publisher of it, in the common acceptation and real meaning 


* See ante, p. 689. 
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of the term. It is true, gentlemen, that it was published in 
my paper; that I am sole editor and printer, and that I was 
at home at the time; but it is equally true that the publica- 
tion was made by Elias Buel, as manager, and James Lyon, 
as clerk of Col. Lyon’s lottery; and that, if any consequences 
flowed from it, both they and I rationally expected they must 
bear them. 

If either of you, gentlemen, should publish in a newspaper, 
that you would reward in a pecuniary manner any person 
who should perform a certain business, could a person per- 
forming claim his reward of the printer? If either of you, 
being sufliciently responsible, should publish, with your name, 
anything that operated to your neighbor’s injury, could an 
action lie against a printer? 

If he could not, gentlemen, in the case stated, call on the 
printer for his reward, due in consequence of another person ’s 
publication, on what grounds of reason can a printer be called 
on in a case affecting not merely interest, but personal liberty, 
the dearest privilege of life, for a pnblication avowed by re- 
sponsible men, and accompanied with their names. 

But even allowing that I was the publisher of the ad- 
vertisement on which I stand indicted, I believe it will be ad- 
mitted by you all, gentlemen, as a principle founded on the 
reason and fitness of things, that no inference ought to be 
drawn from a passage on which a citizen is indicted, that does 
not clear!}' flow from the premises; that the plain and ob- 
vions meaning of the written or printed words, ought not in 
any wise to be evaded ; nor any construction to be put upon 
it, in order to criminate the citizen, but what it will clearly 
and unequivocally bear, much less should any innuendo or 
exemplification be admitted that does not spring sponta>- 
neoxisly from the writing itself. 

With this impression, gentlemen, I must beg you to read 
with attention the first section of the advertisement pub- 
lished by Major Buel and James Lyon, as aforesaid, on which 
I stand indicted ; I mean from the beg innin g to the first dose 
or partial close of a sentence; that is, to the first semicolon. 
If you can do this, and on your oaths dedare that Major Buel 
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and Mr. Lyon as publishers, of myself as their humble agents 
meant to call in question the authority of the United States, 
and did not mean to refer to ,an assumption of power, and 
undue vigor, in the marshal and his agents, solely and ex- 
clusively, I shall acknowledge myself more deceived with re- 
spect to the general application of meaning to printed and 
written language, than 1 ever romemlwr to have been at any 
former period of my life. 

I am persuaded, gentlemen, that whatever may be your 
judgment with respect to the meaning of the clause in ques- 
tion, and the intention of its authors, when you attend to the 
evidence of Mr. Hicks, of Mr. Pitch himself, that you will be 
sensible that T had conceived the idea that a federal officer 
had usurped a power of adding to the vigor of the law, by 
unnecessary severity, a total failure of politeness, and ungen- 
tlemanlike behavior, and in this idea, whether true or false, 
I was fully confirmed by his conduct subsc(]uent to the letter 
T wrote to him, relative to the sentiment of a judge of this 
honorable court. 

JvixiK Patterson charged the jury that, though the statute 
had benignly altered the common law, in so far as to permit 
the truth to be given in evidence, yet, unless the justification 
came uj) to the charge, it was no defense. Here it was for tho 
jury to determine whether the violent language applied to 
the marshal as descriptive of his treatment of Colonel Lyon, 
had been sustained by the evidence. If it had not, no de- 
fense had been made out. As to the charge against the ad- 
ministration of selecting Tories “who shared in the desola- 
tion of our homes,’- etc., no attempt at justification has been 
made. If the jury, therefore, believe, beyond reasonable 
doubt, that the intent was defamatory, and the publication 
was made, they must convict. Nor was it necessary that the 
defendant should have written the defamatory matter. If it 
was issued in his paper, it is enough. 

The Jury, after a short deliberation, returned a verdict of 
guilty. 

The Court sentenced the Prisoner to a fine of two hundred 
dollars, and an imprisonment of two months. 



THE TRIAL OF JOHN BROWN FOR TREASON 
AND INSURRECTION, CHARLESTOWN, 
VIRGINIA, 1859. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

The little town of Harper’s Ferry lying in the beautiful 
Shenandoah Valley, at the base of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
and at the junction of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers, 
boasted a United States Arsenal and Armory as its principal 
attractions to tourists and visitors. In October, 1859, its 
peaceable citizens and the well-to-do farmers of the neigh- 
borhood no more feared an armed invasion than does the 
quietest and sleepiest New England village today.^ But en- 
tirely unsuspected by them, a farm a few miles distant which 
had been rented three months before by a man calling him- 
self Isaac Smith, was the meeting place of a band of north- 
ern Abolitionists who had already made themselves notorious 
in the Kansas and Missouri struggle. No one thought that 
the gray headed farmer and his sons had any other disposi- 
tion than stock raising and farming. But here its members 
assembled and to it munitions of war, contributed by north- 
ern supporters, were being carried. And in the early morn- 
ing of Sunday, October 16, 1859, their leader, John Brown,® 

1 ViUard, p. 430. 

® Brown, John. (1800-1859.) Bom Torrington, Conn., his an- 
cestors on both sides having served in the Revolationary war. His 
father moved to Ohio in 1805 and engaged in farming and cattle 
raising. Young Brown grew up on the farm and from fifteen to 
twenty worked at the tanners’ trade, and afterwards as a cattle 
raiser and wool dealer. In 1840 he engaged as a surveyor in the 
neighborhood of Harper’s Ferry, Va., thus acquiring knowledge of 
that country and perhaps there hearing the remark which had been 
attributed to G^rge Washington, that the mountains around Har- 
per’s Ferry would serve as a stronghold for the Continental' Army 
in the event it were repulsed by the English. Subsequently, Brown 
expressed the opinion that these same mountains were designed by 
the Almighty as a refuge for the fugitive slaves. In 1845 he en- 
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led his men down the mountains and crossed the river into 
Virginia.® 

Brown’s reasons for choosing Harper’s Perry were: (1) 
the presence of a large slave population, (2) the proximity of 

gaged in the maniil’acture of wines on a considerable scale. In 1846 
Gerrit JSniilh, a great land owner of New York, set aside 120,000 
acres of liis large estate in New York to be given to “wortliy col- 
ored people," who would clear and cultivate it, and Brown made a 
proposal which was accej»ted, to settle himself on the land and aid 
the negroes in their efforts to nccpiire homes. He was given a ]»iece 
of land at Nortli Elba upon which he im»ved with his family, and 
wdiich he ever afterwards regarded as his home. 

Shortly after locating in New York Brown became very hostile 
to all slave owners, lie denounced slavery iti language tierce and 
bitter, declaring iliat slave holders luul forfeited their right to live, 
and that the slaves had the right to resort t*) any means to rid 
themselves of their masters and gain their lilaTty. * isr>4 five of 
Brown’s sons moved io Kansas, attracted by the double iuduceiiient 
of finding desirable homes and of lending their aid to the effort to 
make Kansas a free Slate, in 185;”), Jolin Brown liimself wetil to 
Kansas and played no small imrt in the stirring scenes wliieh oc- 
curred in that State. 

During this time Brown s idea as to the best method by wdiicb to 
accomplish liis object materially changed. As early us 1847 be had 
consulted with Frederick Douglass and secured bis approval of a 
scheme for transporting fugitive slaves into a free country, and 
protecting them until such transportation could be nceomplisli’ed. In 
August, lS5fl, he Itad a meeting with Douglass, to whom he told of 
his Harper’s Ferry scheme: “Through Harry Watson, a colored 
Chambereburg agent of tlie T’ndergroiind Kailroud, of great service 
at this time, Douglass soon found the appointc^d rendezvous, in an 
old stone quarry, and here Douglass, Shields Green, Kagi and 
Brown sat down to talk over the enterprise. The colomi orator 
vehemently opposed the taking of the arserial, when that plan w^as 
unfolded to him, and, according to his owm story, charnderized it 
as assuredly fatal to all engaged. 'It w*ould be an attack ufMin the 
federal government, and would array the whole country against us. 

. . . I told him. . . . that all his arguments, and all his de- 
scriptions of the place, convinced me that he w*as going into a per- 
fect steel trap, and that once in he would never get out alive.’ Fin- 
ally, Douglass said that, as the plan was so completely changed, he 
should return home, and turning to Shields Green, a negro he had 
brought from Rochester with him, asked him what he should do. 
Shields Green promptly answered, 'I b’lieve I’ll go wid de ole man.’ 
Brown could not conceal his disappointment at Douglass’ defection. 

'I will defend you with my life,’ he said. 'I want you for a ape- 
eial purpose. When I strike the bees will begin to swarm, and I 
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the Blue Bidge range of mountains, where in their rocky 
recesses and along their densely wooded slopes, he would be 
comparatively safe from pursuit and better able to protect 
himself from attack; (3) the location at Harper’s Perry of the 

shall want you to help me hive them.’ Douglass’ withdrawal sub- 
jected him to considerable criticism, not only for his change of 
mind, but because of the way he withdrew and of w'hat he after- 
wards said and wrote about the raid.” Yillard, p. 412. 

John Brown now made up his mind that the way to free the 
slaves was by force. Several of his northern friends, notably Qerrit 
Smith of New York, gave him money to buy arms, and in June, 
1859, Brown and two of his sons rented a farm in the neighborhood 
of Ilarjjer’s Ferry, under the name of Smith. His supporters to 
the number of twenty-two had collected tliere, part of a regular 
organization made at a convention of negro spmpathizers which 
met at Chatham, Ontario, in May, 1858, and which framed a con- 
stitution, John Brown being elected Commander in Chief of the 
Army. On Sunday morning, October IG, 1859, the raiders descended 
on Harper’s Ferry, captured the arsenal, made prisoners of promi- 
nent citizens, and killed several of them. They kept in possession 
of the engine house for a couple of days, when tliey were captured 
(most of them being wounded or killed) by the United States ma- 
rines. After Brown’s execution his body was taken to North Elba, 
N. Y., where it was buried. 

^ John Brown’s band consisted of twenty-one men besides himself, 
sixteen white and five black. John H. Kagi was adjutant; his three 
sons, Oliver, Owen and Watson, as well as Aaron D. Stevens, John 
E. Cook, Charles P. Tidd, William Thom])soii and Jeremiah G. An- 
derson, were captains. Edwin Coppoc, Dau]}hin Thompson, Albert 
Hazlett, William H. Leeman, were lieutenants. Stewart Taylor, Bar- 
clay Coppoc and Francis J. Meriam were privates, as were the ne- 
groes Shields Green, Lewis Leary, John Copeland, Osborn Ander- 
son and Dangerfield Newby. 

The oldest was Newby, 44; Owen Brown "was ^JT); all the others 
were under 30. Oliver Brown, Barclay Copjmc and Leeman were 
under 21. ^ All except Taylor, who was a native of Canada, were bom 
m the United States, and except the negroes, were of old American 
stock. Only four of them escaped death as the result of the raid. 
Kagi was shot as he was swimming across the river in an attempt to 
escape. Oliver and Watson Brown were killed in the fight; Oliver in 
me engine house and Watson as he was going out with a flag of- truce. 
Stevens and Cook were hanged. William Thompson was shot by 
Harry Hunter and^ Chambers after he was taken prisoner. J. G. An- 
derson was killed in the engine house; Edwin Coppoc was hanged; 
Dauphin Thompson was killed in the engine house. Hazlett was 
hanged; I^man was shot trying to escape across the Potomoc; Tay- 
lor was killed in the engine house. Gr^n was hanged. Leary was 
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United States armory and arsenal, in which were alwaj^ 
stored many thousand stands of arms without sufficient guard 
to protect them. 

Ilis plan was to make the Blue Ridge Mountains his base 
of operations and, descending from them at night with his 
armed marauders, to attack the unprotected villagers and 
isolated farm houses within his roach. The slaves were to be 
induced to abandon thedr homes, to be armed and drilled, 
and, by recruiting his forces in this way, he expected soon 
to raise a large body of blacks, reinforced by such white men 
as he could enlist, w'ith which he believed he could maintain 
himself successfully in the moutains and. by a predatory 
war, so harass and paralyze the people along the Blue Ridge, 
that the whole South w’ould become alarmed and slavery 
be made so insecure that tlie slaveholders themst'lves, for 
their own safety and that of their families, would be com- 
pelled to emancipate their negroes. It was, also, a jiart of 
his plan to seize the prominent slave owners and hold them 
prisoners cither for the purposes of retaliation or as hostages 
for the safety of himself and his band, to be ransonu^d only 
upon the surrender of a .speeified immher of th(‘ir slaves, who 
w-ere to be given their freedom in exchange for that of lhf?ir 
masters. 

When Browm's party arriv<»d opposite the F<‘rry at the 
entrance to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad bridge over the 
Potomac, two of the number ffJook and Tidd) wen^ detailed 
to tear down the telegraph wires, while two more (Kagi and 
Stevens), crossing the bridge in advance of the others, cap- 
tured the night watchman. Leaving Watson lirown and 

wounded, in the river, and died liie same night. Topeland was 
hanged and Newby ivas shot, in the armorj' yard. Of the four that 
escaped Tidd died of fever a little over two years later, w'hile on a 
transport going to the seat of war w’ith a Massachusetts regiment as 
a sergeant; Barclay Coppoc became an officer in a Kansas regiment 
and was killed in September, 1861, by the fall of a train into the 
Platte River from a bridge w'hose supports had b^n burned away 
by the Confederates. Meriam died in New York City in November, 
1865, after having served under Grant as a captain in a colored 
regiment, and Osborn Anderson died of consumption in Washington 
in December, 1872. 
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Stewart Taylor aa guard at the Virginia end of the bridge, 
and taking old Williams, the watchman, with them, the rest 
of the company proceeded with Brown and his one-horse 
wagon to the gate of the United States armory, which was 
not more than sixty yards distant from the bridge. Finding 
it locked, they peremptorily ordered the armory watchman, 
Daniel Whelan, who was on the inner side of the gate, to open 
it, which he peremptorily refused to do.* 

Edwin Coppoc and Hazlett were next sent across the street 
to break into the United States arsenal, which stood within 
another inclosnre and where there was no guard whatever; 
while, at the same time, Oliver Brown and William Thomp- 
son occupied the bridge over the Shenandoah near the ar- 
senal, and Kagi, with Copeland, went up the Shenandoah to 
the Government rifle works, about half a mile above, where 
there was another superannuated and unarmed watchman to 
encounter, whom they likewise captured and took possession 
of the works. 

It was now near midnight. Brown’s next step was to dis- 
patch Stevens, Cook and others, six in all, to the country to 
capture Colonel Lewis W. Washington, a descendant of the 
family of George Washington, and also to kidnap his negroes. 
In capturing Colonel Washington, they also seized the his- 
toric sword which had been given by Frederick the Great 
to George Washington, with the memorable words: “From 
the oldest soldier to the greatest,’’ together with one of a 
pair of pistols presented by La Fayette to General Washing- 
ton, and some other valuable arms.” They brought Colonel 
Washington to Harper’s Ferry in his own carriage, and his 
negroes in his four-horse farm wagon — stopping on their 
way at the house of another farmer, Mr. AUstadt,* whom they 
likewise took prisoner, together with his son and men-servants, 
all of whom were taken under guard to Brown at the armoiy, 
arriving there before daylight. 

In the meantime, the eastern bound passenger train on the 

* Daniel Whalen, p. 752. 

* CoL Lewis W. Washington, p. 749. 

* John H. Allstadt, p. 757. 
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Baltimore and Ohio Railroad arrived at the Ferry after mid* 
night, and was detained there until daylight by Brown’s 
orders, his sou Watson stopping the train us it approached 
the station. The passengers were at a loss to comprehend 
the cause of the delay, supposing it to be a strike of railt*uad 
hands. Shephard Haywai’d, one of the most respectable free 
negroes in the county, the regular railroad porter, employed 
to look after the luggage of passengers, went out to call the 
night watchman, Williams, 'whose post of duty ■was on the 
bridge. Getting no response, he walked out upon the bridge ; 
but he had gotten only a short diKtance from the entrance 
when he W’as confronted by two strangt* men. who, pointing 
their guns at liim. commanded him to halt. The poor fellow 
was naturally frightened, and either mistaking the order, or 
else confused by the suddenness of the summoiiH, turned 
around to go back to the railroad office, when he was fired 
upon by Watson Brown and Stewart Taylor, one of tlu*ir 
balls inflicting a mortal wound. This was the first victim 
of the foray and this firing was the first intimation that any 
of the citizens of the Perry had — except, of course, the cap- 
tured watchmen — that there was an enemy in their midst. 
Several persons living near the bridge vren* awakened by it, 
some of them got up and looked out of their windows to as- 
certain the cause. But as they heard nothing more, and it 
was too dark to distinguish objects a few feet from them, 
they concluded that the nois<* had beeji occasioned by mid- 
night revelers shooting olf their pistols in sport, and they 
r(*turned to their beds. 

But the noise of the shot that killed Hayward awakened 
Dr. Starry,^ who went to his aid and who became the Paul 
Revere of the day. He roused the people from their slumbers, 
rode out to the country and as far as the town of (Charles- 
town, eight miles away where there was a militia company, 
which was soon going by train to the scene. All the morning 
there was desultory shooting and by noon companies of vol- 
unteers had arrived from various points. The raiders in the 


^ Dr. Starry, p. 742. 
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iron works had been driven out and killed or captured as 
they attempted to cross the river and those at the armory had 
been driven into the engine house — afterwards to be known 
as John Brown’s fort — ^where they retreated with the most im> 
portant of their prisoners , and barricaded themselves. By 
two o’clock in the afternoon the town and hills were sur- 
rounded with militia and citizens and much firing from both 
sides was going on. About this time Mr. Beckham, the station 
agent and Mayor of the town, was killed by a shot from the 
engine house, though he was not armed himself or engaging 
in the attack.* 

Towards evening a citizen, Samuel Strider,' tied a hand- 
kerchief to his umbrella and delivered a summons to surren- 
der from Col. Baylor of the volunteers. John Brown replied 
in a note that if he and his men were allowed to depart safely 
with their arms and prisoners to the other side of the Potomac 
bridge, they would set the prisoners free there. To which 
Col. Baylor replied that under no circumstances would he 
consent to the removal of the citizens across the river. Later, 
Captain Sinn* of one of the companies went close up to the 
engine house and being hailed from there he entered and 
talked with Brown, who was wearing Washington’s historical 
sword. To Captain Sinn, Brown again stated his terms, com- 
plaining also that his men bearing flags of truce had been 
idiot down like dogs. To this Captain Sinn replied that men 
who took up arms that way must expect to be shot down like 
doga John Brown’s answer was that he knew what he was to 
undergo before he came there, he had possession of the town 
and could have massacred all of the inhabitants; hence, he 
thought he was entitled to some terms. He insisted that his 
followers had killed no unarmed man. When told that Mayor 
Beckham was without any weapons when killed, he expressed 
regret. They then parted. 

It was not alone Dr. Starry that had brought so quickly 

* See post, p. 759, 762. 

* Post, p. -772. 

* Sinn, p. 771. 
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all this outside assistance. At daybreak Julia lirown had 
allowed the train w'hich had been seized in the early morning 
to proceed and at the very next station. Conductor Phelps’* 
sent a telegram to the authorities and in a few hours word 
of the insurrection had reached Washington, and at the order 
of the President a hotly of marines was dispatched to Har- 
per's Ferry. The command of the Federal troops was given 
to Colonel Robert E. Lee,” who was to become in a few years 
the great commander of the Conferedate armies. They ar- 
rived in the morning and Colonel Lee at once sent his aide, 
J. E. B. Stuart,” afterwards the distinguished cavalry leader, 
to demand the surrender of Brown and his men. The identity 
of Brown, up to this time known as Smith, was not revealed 
until he was recognized by Lieut. Stuart, who went to the 
engine house with a flag of truce. Brown refused to sur- 
render and Lieut. Stuart told him he would come hack 
at daylight for a final answer. The st'cond demand received 
the same reply an*l the marines after breaking down the door 
with a ladder, forced their way into the fort and their leader. 
Lieutenant Green,’** knocked down and crippled Brown with 
his sword. Two of the raiders and one marine were killed, 
and all the raiders taken and their captives rescued.’* 

’* Condnetor Phelps, p. 743 . 

“Lee, Rorekt Edward. (1806-1870.) Bom Stratford, Va. Son 
of General Harry Lee of the Revolution. The greatest General and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army of tlie Confeileraey. He surren- 
dered to General Grant April 9, 1^3. Died in Le.\ingtnn, Va. 

’* Stuart, James Ewell, Browk. (1833-1864.) Born Patrick 
County, Va. Was in command of all the (’onfederate cavalry at the 
battle of Bull Run, and commanded at the battle of Beverly Ford. 
Was made a Brigadier General in 1861, and a Major General in 
1862. Was killed in battle near Richmond, May 11, 1864. 

’.** Greek, Israel. Entered the marine corps of the United States 
navy with rank of Second Lieutenant in March, 1847 ; in May, 1861, 
was dismissed, having refused to go south, and although a Vermonter, 
he joined the Confederate marine corps with the rank of Major and 
Adjutant at its organization in March, 1861, sen-ing through the war 
in that position. He died in Mitchell S. D. in 1999, in his 86th year. 

’* Those Ifillad by the raiders numbered five, viz: Beckham. Boer- 
ley, Quinn, Hayward and Turner; the wounded were nine: Dorsey. 
Hammond, Hooper, Murphy, McCabe, Richardson, Rupert, Young 
and Woolet 
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Brown was carried to the office of the armory paymaster 
where, lying on the floor, he was questioned by Governor 
Wise,^* Senator Mason^* and Clement L. Vallandigham of 
Ohio.** To all he took the entire responsibility on himself; 
refused to involve his northern admirers and flnancial backers, 
and called himself ‘‘an instrument in the hands of Provi- 
dence. On Wednesday, he with the other captives, Stev- 
ens, Coppoc and the negroes- Copeland and Green, were re- 
moved to the county jail at Charlestown. After a prelim- 
inary examination before the magistrates, the raiders were 
indicted for treason, inducing slaves to rebel and murder. 

The trial began on October 21, before Judge Richard Par- 
ker of that circuit. John Brown was tried first, and three able 
Virginia attorneys were assigned as his counsel, Charles J. 
Faulkner,** afterwards United States minister to France, 
Lawson Botts and Thomas C. Green, Mayor of Charlestown 
and afterwards a Judge of the Supreme Court of West Vir- 
ginia. Brown asked a postponement in a vigorous speech 
on the ground of his physical condition, but the medical tes- 
timony showed that his wounds were not serious, and although 
he lay on a cot during most of the trial, it is clear that this 
was more with the view of creating sympathy than from ne- 
cessity. The jury having been stJected, his counsel asked 
time to investigate Brown’s sanity, but this the prisoner in- 
dignantly rejected and the Court ruled that as there was no 

^♦WiSE, IIenrt Alexander. (1806-1876.) Bom Drammond- 
town, Va. Representative in United States Congress, 183.S-1845; 
U. S. Minister to Brazil, 1847. Governor of Vii^nia, 18.56-1860. 
Brigadier General in the Confederate service and in command at the 
battle of Roanoke Island. Author of “Seven Decades of the Union,” 
“Memoir of John Tyler.” Died in Richmond. 

Mason, James Murrat. (179.3-1871.) Born Mason’s Island, 
Va. Member Virginia House of Delegates, 1826-1830. Presidential 
Elector, 18.3.3. Member from Virginia of United States House of 
Representatives, 1837-1839. United States Senator, 1845-1861. Died 
in Alexandria, Va. 

« See 1 Am. St. Tr. 703. 

”Pos«, p.711. 

**Mr. Faulkner withdrew after the preliminary examination and 
was succeeded by Mr. Green. 
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evidence of unsanity the trial must proceed. The witnesses 
for the Commonwealth proved the facts of the raid, the killing 
of the victims and the plan of the insurrection. On the third 
day of the trial, a young man named Hoyt rose and stated 
that he was a Boston lawyer and had been sent to defend 
him. The Commonwealth attorneys objected, as they had well 
founded suspicions that he was a spy,** but the court allowed 
his claim. About this time Brown having declared that he 
had no confidence in his appointed counsel, Messrs. Botts and 
Oreen withdrew from the case, being succeeded by Samuel 
Chilton of Washington and Hiram Griswold of Cleveland, 
who had been sent to defend him by leading northern Aboli- 
tionists. 

The main defense which seems to have been suggested by 
Brown to his counsel was that Brown had treated his prisoners 
with kindness, which drew from Mr. Hunter, one of the pros- 
ecutors, the caustic and truthful comment that testimony to 
show Brown’s forbearance in not shooting other citizens had 
no more to do with the case than the dead languages. Mr. 
Chilton made a technical objection to the indictment which 
the Judge overruled. The lawyers addressed the jury at some 
length, and they returned into court in a few minutes with a 
verdict of guilty on all the counts of the indictment. Twenty- 
four hours later Judge Parker sentenctnl him to be hanged. Ilis 
counsel made an appeal to the Supreme Court of Virginia, 
but without success, and John Brown was hanged in a field 
near Charlestown on December 2, 1859. 

THE TRIAL.** 

In the Circuit Court of Jefferson County, Charlestown, Vir- 
ginia, October, 18!t9. 

Hon. Richard Parker,®* Judge. 

*• See post, p. 753. 

** Bibliography. *“The Life, Trial and Conviction of Captain John 
Brown, known as ‘Old Brown of Ossawatomie,’ with a Pul) Aceonnt 
of the Attempted Insurrection at Harper’s Ferry. Compiled from 
Official and Authentic Sources. New York: Robert M. DeWitt, pub- 
lisher, 160 and 162 Nassna street.” 
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October 25. 

The preliminary examination (which preceded that in the 
Circuit Courl;) of John Brown and his men began today at 
10 a. m. in the Magistrate's Court at Charlestown, before 
Colonel Braxton Davenport and his associate magistrates.^^ 
At half-past ten o’clock the sheriff was directed to bring in the 
prisoners, who were conducted from the jail under a guard 

*“The John Brown Invasion. An Authentic History of the Har- 
per’s Ferry Tragedy, with Full Details of the Capture, Trial and Exe- 
cution of the Invaders, and of all the Incidents Connected Therewith. 
Boston: Published by James Campbell, 1860.” 

*'^Remarkable Trials of All Countries.” New York, 1878. See 1 
Am. St. Tr. 457. 

*“The Public Life of Captain John Brown. By James Redpath. 
Boston : Taylor & Eldredge. 1860.” 

^^Mason Report of the Select Committee of the Senate on the Har- 
per’s Ferry Invasion, 36th Congress, 1st Sesstion.” 

*‘^John Brown. A Biograpliy Fifty Years After. By Oswald Gar- 
rison Villard. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1910.” 

“The Trial and Execution of John Brown. American Historical 
Association Papers. Vol. 4.” 

“John Brown, Soldier of Fortune. By Hill Peeble Wilson. Law- 
rence, Kan. 1013.” 

Among a number of magazine articles and monographs by per- 
sons who witnessed the raid and the trial, are “John Brown’s Raid; 
How I got Into It and How I got Out of It,” John G. Rosengarten, 
Aflanlic Monthly, June, 1865. “John Brown at Hari^er’s Ferry, the 
Fight at the Engine House, as Seen by one of his Prisoners,” John 
E. P. Daingerfield, The Century^ June, 1885. “Recollections of the 
John Brown Raid,” Alexander R. Boteler, The Century, July, 1885. 
“The Cajiture of John Brown,” Israel Green, North American Be- 
view, December, 1885. “The Raid of John Brown at Harper’s Ferry 
as I Saw It.” By Samuel Vanderlip Leech, D.D. Published by the 
Author. The De Soto, Washington, D. C. 1909.” “The Trial of 
John Brown,” George E. Caskie, American Law Review, May-June, 
1910. “The Trial of John Brown,” Richard Parker (the Judge who 
presided), St. Louis Globe-Democrat, April 8, 1888. 

Parker, Richard. (1809-189.3.) Graduated University of Vir- 
pnin. Representative in ('Congress, 1849. Circuit Judge, 1851. Dur- 
ing the Reconstruction Period he was forced to retire from the Bench 
by the Federal military authorities, and opened a law school in Win- 
chester, Va., where he died. Until a few years before his death he 
was in active practice, and was one of the leading lawyers of the 
state. Judge Parker came of a long line of high judicial officers. 
His great grandfather was a Virginia judge until his death in 1813; 
he had five sons, one of whom, his namesake, was conspicuous at the 
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of eighty armed men. A guard was also stationed around 
the court. The court house was bristling udth bayonets on 
all sides. 

John Brown, who was manacled to Edwin Coppoe, seemed 
weak and his eyes were swollen from wounds on his head. 
Stevens also appeared to be badly wounded. 

Charles B. Jlarding, County Attorney, and Andrew Hunter 
represented the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

In the afternoon of the day he was taken prisoner, Siuiator 
Mason, Lieutenant Stuart. Colonel Faulkner. III. and (dem- 
ent L. Vallandigham had an interview with Hrown at the 
ofiSce of the Paymaster of the Armory, where he had been 
removed from the engine hons(‘. A verbatim report was 
made of this by one who was present, as follows : 

^fr. Mason. Can you (cl! us. at least, who furuisliwl money for 
your expedition? Uroun. I I'limislied nu»st of it myself. 1 cannot 
im|>lieate others. It is by niy own folly that- I liave lieeii taken. I 
coiihl easily have saved myself from it Iviid 1 exercistsl my own l)etler 
jiulginent, rather than yieldc-tl to luy feelinp>. 

,1/r. Mason. You mean if yon had escaped immediately? Brown. 
No; 1 had the means to make mys«*lf secim> wiihoiif any e*scav>c, but 
I allowed myself to be snrroundcil by a force by being too tardy. 

Mr. Mason. T.-irdy in getting away? Brmrn. 1 .slionld have gone 
away, but 1 had thirty odd prisoners, wliose wives and ilanghtcrs 
were in tears for tlieir safety, and 1 fell lor them. Itcsiilcs, 1 wantMl 
to allay the fears of tln»se who believed we came here Ut burn and 
kill. For this reason 1 allowed the train to cross the bridgi*. and gave 
them full lilicrty to pass oji. 1 did it only to sjiare the feelings of 
those j>as8eugers and their families, and to allay the ap]>rehension8 


siege of Charlestown, and is mentioneil i’l Light Horse Harry ljec|s 
memoirs. Another son, William Parker, was a larmer. iind that is 
the oidv break in four generations of judges. Itichard Klliot Parker, 
sun of Fanner William Parker and father of the man who irie«l John 
Rrown, was a/*poinfed jmlge of the (Seneral t onrt in the Norfolk eir* 
euit in 1817, He f.reside»l until IS.’tl. when he moved tf» the Shen- 
andoah Valley and settliHl in Winchester. In IH.Mi Iwf W'as elected a 
United States Senator, but not taking kindly to political life, vvhen 
n vacancy occnn’cd in the Supreme f'ourl of Appeals, tlw liimieBt 
judicial body of Virjrinia, he accepted i1 an«l held it until his death. 

•2 They were Dr. Alexander, John J. l-iock, John P. Smith, Thos. 
H. Willis, George W. Eichelberger, Charles H. Lewis, and Moses W. 
Burr. 
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that you had got here in your vicinity a band of men who had no re- 
gard for life and property, nor any feeling of humanity. 

Mr. Mason^ But you k^ed some people passing along the streets 
quietly. Brown. Well, sir, if there was anything of that kind done, 
it was without my knowledge. Your own citizens, who were my pris- 
oners, will tell you that every possible means were taken to prevent it. 
I did not allow my men to fire, nor even to return a fire, when there 
was danger of killing those we regarded as innocent persons, if I 
could help it. They will tell you that we allowed ourselves to be fired 
at repeatedly and did not return it. 

A Bystander. That is not so. You killed an unarmed man at the 
45omer of the house over there (at the water tank) and another be- 
sides. Brown. See here, my friend, it is useless to dispute or con- 
tradict the report of your own neighbors who were my prisoners. 

Mr. Mason. If you would tell us who sent you here — ^who provided 
the means — that would be information of some value. Br&wn. I will 
answer freely and faithfully about what concerns myself — ^1 will an- 
swer anything I can with honor, but not about others. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Mr. Brown, who sent you heref Brown. No 
man sent me here; it was my own prompting and that of my Maker, 
or that of the devil, which ever you please to ascribe it to. I acknowl- 
edge no man in human form. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Did you get up the expedition yourself T 
Brown. I did. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Did you get up this document that is called a 
constitution f Brown. I did. They are a constitution and ordinances 
of my own contriving and getting up. 

Mr. Vallandigham. How long have you been engaged in this busi- 
ness f Brown. From the breaking of the difficulties in Kansas. Four 
of my sons had gone there to settle, and they induced me to go. I did 
not go there to settle, but because of the difficulties. 

Mr. Mason. How many are engaged with you in this movement? 
I ask those questions for our own safety. Brown. Any questions 
that I can honorably answer I will, not otherwise. So far as I am 
myself concerned I "have told everything truthfully. I value my 
word, sir. 

Mr. Mason. What was your object in coming? Brown. We came 
to free the slaves, and only that. 

A Volunteer. How many men in all had you? Brown. I came to 
Virginia with eighteen men only, besides myself. 

A Volunteer. What in the world did you suppose you could do here 
in Virginia with that amount of men? Brown. Young man, I don’t 
wish to discuss that question here. 

A Volunteer. You could not do anything. Brown. Well, perhaps 
your ideas and mine on military subjects would differ materially. 

Mr. Mason. How do you justify your acts? Brown. I think, my 
friend, you are guilty of a great wrong against Ood and humanity — 
I say it without wishing to be offensive — and it would be perfectly 
right in any one to integers with you so far as to fr^ those you wil- 
fully and wickedly hold in bondage. I do not say this insultingly. I 
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think I did right, and that others will do right who interfere with 
you at any time and all times. I hold that the golden rule, unto 
others as you would that otliers should do unto you,” applies to all 
who would help others to gain their liberty. 

Lieut. Stuart, But you don’t believe in the Bible. Brown. Cer- 
tainl}' I do. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Whore did your men oonie from? Did some 
of them come from Ohio ? Brown. Some of them. 

Mr. Vallandighum. From the Western Reserve? None eanie from 
Southern Ohio? Brown. Yes, 1 lielievc one came from below Steu- 
benville, down not far from Wheeling. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Have you been in Ohio this summer? Brown. 
Yes, sir. I jiassed through to Pittsburg on riiy way in dune. 

Mr. Mason. Did you consider this a military organization, in this 
paper (your constitution)? 1 have not yet rt*ad it. Brown. I did 
in some sense. 1 wish you would give that paper close attention. 

Mr. Mason. You considered yourself the (\miniarider-in-chief of 
these “jirovisional” military forces? Brown. I was chosf>n agree- 
ably to the ordinance of a certain document, (\>mmander-in-ehief of 
that force. 

Mr. Vallindiiiham. When in Cleveland did you attend the Fugitive 
Slave Law Convention there? Brown. No. J was there about the 
time of the sitting <if the court to try the Oberlin rescuers. 1 spoke 
there publicly on that subject. I spoke on the Fiigilive Slave law 
and niy own rescue. Of course, so far ns T had any inlluence at all, 
I was disposed to justify the Oberlin ]>eo]de for rescuing the slave, 
because 1 have myself forcibly taken slaves from borulag<‘. 1 was 
concerned in taking eleven slaves from Missouri to (^anada last win- 
ter. I think 1 spoke in Cleveland before the convent ion. 1 do not 
know tliat I had any conversation witli any of the Oberlin rescuers. 
I was sick part of the time I was in Ohio, witli liguc. 1 was jmrt of 
the time in Ashtabula (^ounty. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Did you s<k! anything of Josliua R. Oiddings 
there? Brown. I did meet him. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Did you converse with him? Brmrn. T ilid. 
I would not tell you, of course, anything that would implicate Mr. 
Giddings; but I certainly met with him and had conversation with 
him. 

A Bystander. Did you go out to Kansas under the auspices of tlie 
Emigrant Aid Society? Brown. No, sir; I went out under the 
auspices of John Brown and nobody else. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Will you answer this: Did you talk with 
Giddings about your expedition here? Brown. No, I won’t answer 
that; because a denial of it I wrould not make, and to make any 
affirmation of it I should be a great dunce. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Have you had any correspondence with par- 
ties at the North on the subject of this movement? Brown. 1 have 

had correspondence. r. 

A Bystai^er. Do you consided this a religious movement? Brown. 
It is, in my opinion, the greatest service a man can render to God, 
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A Bystander. Do you consider yourself an instrument in the 
hands of Providence f Brown. I do. 

A Bystander. Upon what principle do you justify your acts? 
Brown. Upon the golden rule. 1 pity the poor in bondage that 
have none to help them; that is why 1 am here; not to gratify any 
personal animosity, revenge or vindictive spirit. It is my sym- 
pathy with the oppressed and the wronged, that aj^e as good as you 
and as precious in the sight of God. 

A Bystander. Certainly; but why take the slaves against their 
will? Brown. I never did. 

A Bystander. You did in one instance, at least. 

Stevens, the wounded prisoner, here said. You are right* In one 
case I know the negro wanted to go back. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Who are your advisers in this movement? 
Brown. I cannot answer that. I have numerous sympathizers 
throughout the entire North. 

A Bystander. Did you ever live in Washington City? Brown. I 
did not. I want you to understand, gentlemen (and, to the reporter 
of the Herald) yon may report that — I want you to understand that 
I respect the rights of the poorest and weakest of colored people, 
oppressed by the slave system, just as much as I do those of the 
most wealthy and powerful. That is the idea that has^ moved me, 
and that alone. We expect no reward, except the satisfaction of 
endeavoring to do for those in distress and greatly oppressed, as 
we would be done by. The cry of distress of the oppressed is my 
reason, and the only thing that prompted me to come here. 

A Bystander. Why did you do it secretly? Brown. Because I 
thought that necessary to success; no other reason. 

A Bystander. And you think that honorable? Have you read 
Gerrit Smith’s last letter? Brown. Wliat letter do you mean? 

A Bystander. The New York Herald of yesterday, in speaking 
of this affair, mentions a letter in this way : ^'Apropos of this excit- 
ing news, we recollect a very significant passage in one of Gerrit 
Smith’s letters, published a month or two ago, in which he speaks of 
the folly of attempting to strike the shackles off the slaves by the 
force of moral suasion or legal agitation, and predicts that the next 
movement made in the direction of negro emancipation would be an 
insurrection in the South.” Brown. I have not seen the New York 
Herald for some days past; but I presume, from your remarks about 
the gist of the letter, that I should concur with it. I agree with Mr. 
Smith that moral suasion is hopeless. I don’t think the people of 
the slave states will ever consider the subject of slavery in its true 
light till some other argument is resorted to than moral suasion. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Did you expect a general rising of the slaves 
in case of your success? Brown. No, sir; nor did I wish it. I ex- 
pected to gather them up from time to time and set them free. 

Mr. Vallandigham. Did you expect to hold possession here till 
then? Brown. Well, probably I had quite a different idea.« I do 
not know that I ought to reveal my plans. I am here a prisoner and 
wounded, because I foolishly allowed myself to be so. You overrate 
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your strength in supposing I could have been taken if I had not 
allowed it. I was too tardy after commencing the open attack — ^in 
delaying my movements through Mopday night, and up to the time 
1 was attacked by the government troops. It was all occasioned by 
my desire to spare the feelings of my t)risoners and their families 
and the community at large. I had no knowledge of the shooting of 
the negro Haj’vi^ard. 

Mr. Vallandigham. What time did you commence your organi- 
zation in Canada f Broirn. That occurred about two years ago, if 
I remember riglit. It was, I think, in 1858. 

Mr. Vallandigham. AVho was the secrelaiy? Brown. That I 
would not tell if I recollected, but 1 do not recollect. I think the of- 
ficers were elected in May, 1858. I may answer incorrectly, but not 
intentionally. My head is a little confused by wounds, and my 
memory obscure on dates, etc. 

Dr. Biggs. Were you in the party at Dr. Kennedy’s housef 
Brown. 1 was at the head of that party. I occupied the house to 
mature my ]>lans. I have not lieen in Baltimore to purchase caps. 

Dr. Biggs. Who lanced that ivoman’s neck on the hillt Brown. I 
did. I have sometimes practiced in surgery when 1 thought it a 
matter of humanity and necessity, and there was no one else to do 
it, but have not studied surgery. 

Dr. Biggs. It w’as done very w^ell and scientifically. They have 
been verj' clever to the neighbors, 1 have bwn told, and we had no 
reason to suspect them except that w»e could not understand their 
movements. They were represented as eight or nine persons; on 
Friday there were thirteen. Brown. There were more than that. 

Dr. Biggs. Where did you get arms to obtain possession of the 
armory? Brown. I bought them; two hundred Sharp’s rifles and 
two hundred revolvers — what is called the Massachusetts Arras (. ora- 


pany’s revolvers, a little under the navy size. 

Reporter of the Herald. 1 do not wish to annoy you; but if you 
have anything further you would say I will report it. Brown. 1 
have nothing to say, only that I claim to be here carrying out a 
measure I believe perfectly justifiable, and not to act the part of an 
incendiary or ruffian, but to aid those sulTering great ^ 

wish to say, furthermore, that you had belter— all you people at tbe 
South— prepare yourselves for a settlement of that question that 
must come up for settlement sooner than you are prepared for. The 
sooner you are prepared the better. You may dispose of me vepr 
easily; I am nearly disposed of now; but this question is still to 
settled— this negro question I mean— the end of that is not yet. 
These wounds were inflicted upon me— both sabre cuts on my he 
and bayonet stabs in different parts of my 

after I "had ceased fighting and had consented to a surrender, for the 
benefit of others, not for my own. I believe the major (meaning 
Lieut J E. B. Stuart, of the United States cavalry) would not have 
been alive: I could have killed him just as easy as a mosquito when 
hTeaSi in bSt I supposed he came in only to receive our surren- 
di Sd been toud and long calls of surrender from 
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loud as men could yell — ^but in the confusion and excitementi I sup- 
pose we were not heard. I do not think the major, or any one, meant 
to butcher us after we had surrendered. 

An Officer here stated that the order to the marines were not to 
shoot anybody; but when they were fired upon by Brown’s men and 
one of them killed, they were obliged to return the compliment. 
Brown insisted that the marines fired first. 

An Officer, Why did not you surrender before the attack? 
Brown, I did not think it was my duty or interest to do so. We 
assured the prisoners that we . did not wish to harm them, and they 
should be set at liberty. I exercised my best judgment, not believ- 
ing the people would wantonly sacrifice their own fellow citizens, 
when we offered to let them go on condition of being allowed to 
change our position about a quarter of a mile. The prisoners agreed 
by vote among themselves to pass across the bridge with us. We 
wanted them only as a sort of guaranty of our own safety; that we 
should not be fired into. We took them in the first place as hos- 
tages and to keep them from doing any harm. We did kill some 
men in defending ourselves, but I saw no one fire except directly in 
self defense. Our orders were strict not to harm any one not in 
arms against us. 

A Bystander, Brown, suppose you had every nigger in the United 
States, what would you do with them? Brown, Set them free. 

A Bystander, To set them free would sacrifice the life of every 
man in this community. Brown. I do not think so. 

A Bystander, I know it. I think you are fanatical. Brown. And 
I think yon are fanatical. "Whom the gods would destroy they first 
make mad,” and you are mad. 

A Bystander. Was it your only object to free the negroes? 
Brown. Absolutely our only object. 

A Bystander. But you demanded and took Col. Washington’s 
silver and watch? Brown, Yes; we intended freely to appropriate 
the property of slaveholders to carry out our object. It was for 
that, and only that, and with no design to enrich ourselves with any 
plunder whatever. 

A Bystander. Did you know Sherrod in Kansas? I understand 
you killed him. Brown. T killed no man except in fair fight; 1 
fought at Black Jack Point and Ossawatomie, and if I killed any- 
body it was at one of those places. 

Sheriff CampheU read the commitment of the prisoners, 

who were charged with treason and murder.**® 

**» The following is the commitment and the warrant to the sheriff 
to summon eight justices to examine the facts: 

State of Virginia, Jefferson County, to-wit: To the sheriff. Court, 
and to the keeper of the jail of said county. These are to command 
you, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, forthwith to 
convey and deliver into the custody of the keeper of said jail, and 
to receive and safely keep the bodies of John Brown, Aaron C. Ste- 
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Mr. Harding asked that the Court might assign counsel for 
the prisoners, if they had none. 

The Court inquired if the prisoners had counsel. 

John Brown. I did not ask for any (|uarter at the time I was 
taken. I did not ask to have my life spared. The Governor 
of the State of Virginia tended me his assurance that I should 


pliens, Edwin Sliields Green and John Copland, negro, and 

charged before me, Hoger Chew, a justice of the peace for said 
county, on the oaths of Henry A. Wise, Andrew Hunter and John 
W. AicGinnis, and upon the free admission and confession of said 
jiarties made in my presence and hearing, tliat they and each of 
them did feloniously^ conspire with each otlier and with other par- 
ties unknown, to make an abolition insurrection and open war 
against tlie Commonwealth of Virginia, by making an armed at- 
tack upon and murdering her citizens at a certain place called Har- 
pers Ferry, and then and there to riot on the 17th, ISth and lOth 
days of October. 1859, and did feloniously and of their malice kill 
and murder, with firearms called Shar)»e’s rides, and revolvers, and 
pistols, divers citizens of tliis Commonwealth, and Fontaine Beck- 
ham, George W. Turner and Thomas Boerly, free white persons, and 
Luke Quinn, a soldier of the United States Government, and also 
Hayward ShefitJard, a free negro, and did there and theii, feloni- 
ously coiis|)ire with divers slaves, ^longing to citizens of this Com- 
monwealth, in the county aforesaid, to me unknown, to rebel and 
make insurrection against the government and laws of this (Com- 
monwealth, that they may be examined for the said offense before 
the proper examining court, and otherwise ilealt with according to 
law'. 

Given under my hand and seal this 20th day f»f October, isr>0. 

Sign€*d, 

R(»gi‘r (''luw. 

To the Sheriff of Jefferson County, Virginia : Whereas John Browm, 
Aaron C. Stephens and Edwin Copj>it?, white persoiis, and Shields 
Green and John Copland, men of color, have been committed by 
my warrant within and for certain felonies charged to have been 
committed as therein stated by them, and being of of union that there 
is sufficient cause for charging said parties wdth said offenses, I com- 
mand you, in the name of the Commonwealth, to summon at least 
eight of the justices of said county to meet at the court house of 
said county, on the 25ih day of this month, October, 1859, to 
hold a court for the examination of the facta with which said par- 
ties stand charged, and for such other purposes concerning the 
premises as are required by law, and have then there this warrant 
and make return how you have effected the same. 

Given under my hand and seal this 20th day of October, lo59« 

Roger Chew. 
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have a fair trial ; and under no circumstances whatever will 
I be able to have a fair Ipdal. If you seek my blood, you can 
have it at any moment, without this mockery of a trial. I 
have had no counsel. I have not been able to advise with any 
one. I know nothing about the feelings of my fellow pris- 
oners, and am utterly unable to attend in any way to my own 
defense. My memory don’t serve me. My health is insuf- 
ficient, although improving. There are mitigating circum- 
stances that I would urge in our favor, if a fair trial is to be 
allowed us. But if we are to be forced with a mere form — 
a trial for execution — ^you might spare yourselves that trou- 
ble. I am ready for my fate. I do not ask a trial. I beg 
for no mockery of a trial — ^no insult — ^nothing but that which 
conscience gives, or cowardice would drive you to practice. 
I ask again to be excused from the mockery of a trial. I 
do not even know what the special design of this examination 
is. I do not know what is to be the benefit of it to the Com- 
monwealth. I have now little further to ask, other than that 
1 may not be foolishly insulted only as cowardly barbarians 
insult those who fall into their power. 

The Magistrates assigned Charles J. Faulkner^* and Law- 
son as counsel for the prisoners. 

^‘Faulkner, Charles Jaues. (1806-1884.) Bom Martms- 
buTg, Va. Graduated Georgetown University, 1822. Member state 
house of delegates, 1832-1833; commissioner in the Yirginia-Mary- 
land boundary dispute; State Senator, 1841-1844, but resigned in 
a year’s time; again elected to Assembly in 1848. Member of State 
Constitutional Convention, 1850. Elected to Congress, 1851 and to 
two succeeding Congresses. Appointed Minister to iVance, 1859. 
Returned to United States in 1861 and was Stonewall Jackson’s 
Chief of Staff. Member West Virginia Constitutional Convention, 
1872, and elected as a Democrat from that state to 44th Congress 
1875-1877. Died in Boydville, W. Va. See Tyler Encyc. Va. 
Biog. 1013, m 140; Norris Hist. Lower Shenandoah Valley. 

]&. Faulkner asked to be relieved of the appointment because 
of John Brown’s critieismB and because of having been one of those 
who hdped to defeat the raid. He had also he said fredy expressed 
his opinion of file raiders and their deserts and had at this time 
important professional engagements elsewhere. But at the request 
of the judge, he served during the preliminary examination*; af^ 
that he withdrew (Mr. Green taking his place) to bear fnrthw wit- 
ness later that he had never in the course of his professional career. 
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Mr. Faulkner. I was about to remark to the Court that, al- 
though I feel at any time willing to discharge any duty which 
the Court can legally claim, and by authority of law devolve 
upon me, I am not aware of any authority which this Court 
has, sitting as an Examining Court, to assign counsel for the 
defense. Besides, it is manifest from the remarks just made 
by one of the prisoners, that he regards the appearance of 
counsel under such circumstances not as a hona fide aet, but 
rather as a mockerj'. Under these eircumstanecs, I do not fwl 
disposed to assume the responsibility of that position. I have 
other reasons for declining the position, connected with my 
having been at the place of action, and hearing all the admis- 
sions of the prisonei’s, which render it improper and inexpe- 
dient for me to aet as counsel. If the Court had authority to 
order it peremptorily, I should aeejuiesce, ajid obey that au- 
thority. I am not aware that tlu^re is any such jmwer vested 
in this Court, but, as it is the prisoners’ desire, I will see that 
full justice is done them. 

• Mr. Baits said he did not feel it to be his duty to decline the 
appointment of the Court. He was prepared to do his best to 
defend the prisoners, and he hoped the Court would assign 
some experienced assistant in case Mr. Faulkner persisted in 
his declination. 

Mr. Harding addressed John Brown and asked him if he 
was willing to accept Messrs. Faulkner and Botts as his coun- 
sel. 

John Brown. I wish to say that I have sent for counsel. 
I did apply, through the advice of some persons here, to some 
persons whose names I do not now recollect, to act as counsel 
for me, and I have sent for other counsel, who have had no 
possible opportunity to see me. I wish for counsel if 1 am 
to have a trial ; but if I am to have nothing but the mockery 

‘^witnessed an examination which was entered upon and conducted 
with more deliberation and decorum and with more sacred regard 
to all the requirements which the humane syston of our criminal 
laws throws around the life and liberty of the acens^, than was ex- 
tended to those wicked disturbers of the peace.” Villard, p. 483. 

•* See post, p. 728. 
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of a trial, as I have said, I do not care anything about coun- 
sel. It is unnecessary to trouble any gentleman with that 
duty. 

Mr. Harding. You are to have a fair trial. 

John Brown. There were certain men — think Mr. Botts 
was one of them — ^who declined acting as counsel, but I am 
not positive about it. I cannot remember whether be was 
one, because I have heard so many names. I am a stranger 
here ; I do not know the disposition or character of the gentle- 
men named. I have applied for counsel of my own, and 
doubtless could have them, if I am not, as I said before, to be 
hurried to execution before they can reach me. But if that 
is the disposition that is to be made of me, all this trouble 
and expense can be saved. 

Mr. Harding. The question is, do you desire the aid of 
Messrs. Faulkner and Botts as your counsel? Please to an- 
swer yes or no. 

John Brown. I cannot regard this as an examination, 
under any circumstances. I would prefer that they should 
exercise their own pleasure. I feel as if it were a matter of 
very little account to me. If they had designed to assist me 
as counsel, I should have wanted an opportunity to consult 
them at my leisure. 

Mr. Harding. Stevens, are you willing those gentlemen 
should act as your counsel ? 

Stevens. I am willing that gentleman shall (pointing to 
Mr. Botts). 

Mr. Harding. Do you object to Mr. Faulkner? 

Stevens. No. I am willing to take both. 

Mr. Harding addressed each of the other prisoners sep- 
arately, and each stated his willingness to be defended by 
the counsel named. 

The Court issued a peremptory order that the press should 
not publish detailed testimony, as it would render the getting 
of a jury before the Circuit Court impossible. 

The following witnesses were then examined : A. M. £etz- 
miller, John Allstadt, Alexander Kelly, William Johnson, 
Andrew Kennedy, Joseph A. Bruce and Colonel Lewis W. 
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Washington.**® The Bench thereupon entered the following 
order on the minutes: “Sundry witnesses were examined 
and the Court being unanimously of the opinion that the 
prisoners are guilty of the offense with which they stand 
charged, it is ordered and commanded by the Court that they 
be sent on to the Circuit Court of the County for trial ac- 
cording to law.”-® 

The Circuit Court opened at two o'clock. The magis- 
trates report being presented to the JunoE, he proceeded to 
charge tlie Grand Jury. Having been advised of a plot to 
lynch the prisoners, he added to his charge a warning against' 
any such conduct, which he declared would be disgrac(*ful to 
tile State and nothing less than murder, for which its perpe- 
trators might themselves incur the extreme penalty of the 
law.-^ 

See their evidence in the (^ireiiit C’onrI, post. 

Villard, p. 48(5. 

(leiitlenien of the Jury: In the state of excitement into which 
our whole coininunity has been thrown by the recent occurrences in 
this county, 1 feel that tlie charge which .1 usunlly deliver to a 
(traiid Jury would be entirely out of jdace. Tliose occurrences can- 
not but force themselves upon your attention. They must neces- 
sarily occupy a considerable portion of that time Avhich you will 
devote to your inihlic duties as a Grand Jury. lIowe\f*r guilty the 
unfortunate men who are now in the hands of justice may prove to 
be, still tliey cannot be called upon to answer to the offended laws 
of our (\mimon wealth for any of the multifarious crimes wliich 
they are charged, until the Grand Jury after diligent imjiiiry, shall 
decide that for these offenses they be put upon their trial. 1 will 
not ])ermit myself to give expression to any of those feelings wdiicli 
at once sjiring uj) in every breast when reflection upon the enormity 
of the guilt in wliich those are involved wiio invade by force a peace- 
ful unsuspecting jiortioii of our common country, raise the stand- 
ard of insurrection amongst them and shoot down without mercy 
Virginia citizens, defending Virginia soil against their invasion. I 
must remember, gentlemen, that as a minister of justice, hound to 
execute with you the laws faithfully, and in the very spirit of jiis- 
tiee herself, 1 must, as to everj* one accused of crime, hfd<l, as the 
law holds, that he is innocent until he shall he proved guilty by 
an honest, independent and impartial jury of his countrymen; and 
what is obligatory upon me is equally binding upon every one who 
may be connected with the prosecution and trials of these offenders. 
In these cases, as in all others, you will lie controlled by that oath 
which each of you have taken, and in which you have solemnly 
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The Granfil Jury retired with the witnesses for the State. 
At five o’clock they returned into court and stated that they 
had not finished the examination of witnesses, and they were 
discharged until ten o’clock next morning. 

sworn that you will diligently inquire into all offenses which may 
be brought to your knowledge, and that you will present no one 
through ill will, as well as that you will leave no one unindicted 
through fear or favor; but in all your presentments you shall pre- 
sent the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Do but 
this, genllemen, and you will have but fulfilled your duty. Go be- 
yond this, and in place of that diligent inquiry and calm investiga- 
tion which you have sworn to make, act upon prejudice or from 
excitement of passion, and you will have done a wrong to that law 
in wJiose sendees you are engaged. As I before said, those men are 
now in the hands of justice. They are to have a fair and impartial 
trial. We owe it to the cause of justice as well as to our own char- 
acters, tliat such a trial should be afforded them. If guilty, they will 
be sure to pay the extreme penalty of their guilt, and the example 
of pnnisliment, when thus inflicted by virtue of law, will be, beyond 
all comparison, more elTicacious for our protection than any torture 
to which mere passion could subject them. Whether they be in pub- 
lic or ]irivate position, let each one of us remember that as the law 
has charge of these alleged offenders, the law alone, through its rec- 
ognized agents, must deal with them to the last. It can tolerate no 
interference by others with duties it has assumed to itself. If true to 
hers(*If, and she will be, our Commonwealtli, through her courts of 
justice, wnll be as ready to punish the offense of such interference as 
she is to punish these grave and serious offenses with which she is now 
about to deal, in case these offenses be proved by legal testimony to 
have been perpetrated. Let us all, gentlemen, bear this in mind, and 
in patience aAvait the result, confident that that result will be whatever 
strict and imfiartial justice shall determine to be necessary and 
proper. It would seem, gentlemen, and yet I speak from no evi- 
dence, but upon vague rumors which have reached me, that these 
men who liave .lately thrqjwn tlicmselves upon us confidently expected 
to be joined by our slaves and free negroes, and unfurled the banner 
of insurrection and invited this class of our citizens to rally under 
it, and yet, as I am told, they were unable to obtain a single recruit. 

"The term at which this trial was had commenced at Charlestown, 
the county seat of Jefferson, on Thursday, the 20th day of October, 
1859. At tliat time John Brown, Aaron C. Stevens, Edwin Goppie, 
white men, and Green and Copeland, negroes, were lying in jail, but 
as they had not been taken before an Examining Court, as our law 
then made necessary, their trials could not be begun at once. Be- 
cause of this I had not intended in the charge which I was required 
to give to the Grand Jury to refer to the invasion of the State and 
the acts of violence attending it, but just as I was about going to 
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October 2ff, 

Today, the Grand Jury brought into Court a bill of indict- 
ment against John Brown, Aaron C. Steve ns^ Edwin Coppoc 
(white) and Shir Ids Green nnd John Copeland (free uegroea) 
for: 1st. Confederating to make rebtdlioii and levy war 
against A^irginia and to effect this purpose* seizing Harper’s 
Perry within the jurisdiction of tlie State; capturing divers 
good and loyal citizens and slaying and murdering certain 
others and establishing a government hostile to the govern- 

the court house I was informed hy he Hon. Robert Y. Conrad, a 
gentJetnan of llie highest cliaractcT and the coolest tem]>eraiijent, 
that an engagement liad been entered into by nninerous persons of 
the county not to submit to the delay, and wliat they called the 
chances of a trial, but to take the matter into their own hands, seize 
the prisoners by force, and themselves execute them. Being reluc- 
tantly convinced tliat this was so, I at once added to the charge I 
had written a warning against such conduct, declaring it would be 
an outrage which would bring disgrace on our Stt'ije and people, and 
if carried out it would be a case of murder, for wliich its perpe- 
trators and those abet ling it might incur the extreme ]>ennlties of 
the law. This part of the charge was eagerly seized on by the many 
reporters of the j>ress, who were present from nearly all portions of 
the Union, and was immediately published in the various ]>a])ers. 

^‘As might have been expected, the bold, unprovoked attack inafle 
by Brown and his parly, and their siibsecjuent misconduct, had 
raised so great an excitement that very little of the court businesH 
could be proceeded with, and scarce any preparation had been made 
to dispose of it. For a f<*w days, theivfore, 1 was coniparalivi*ly at 
leisure and J availed myself of it to ascertain wliat was the feeling 
as to the j»risoners. To do tliis 1 readily threw myself in the way of 
pemms whom J knew, and in a short linn* tliey would advert to the 
acts and doings of the Brown parly. This gave me the ofiftortmiity 
to mention wliat T had been told of a ])m'pose to take the accused 
out of tlie custody of the law and put tlicm to death, without judge 
or jury, and to speak calmly, yet distinctly, of the rcpmach wliicli 
would" therefrom attach to "our people; that if, as some believed, 
Brown and liis men were the tools of a few extreme abolitionists, 
wdiat was proposed would lie playing into their hands, and that they 
who engaged in or advised sneh a eourse, w()uld be exposing them- 
selves to trial and punishment for murder. To my surprise, more 
than one of the steadiest and most influential men of the county 
admitted that they had favored sueh action, and expressed them- 
selves as truly glad they had bad this conversation, for they ivould 
now use all the influence they possessed to allay the excitement, and 
leave the whole matter to be disposed of hy the law.” Judge Par- 
ker’s "Recollections,” St. Louis Glohe-Democrat , ante, p. 710. 
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ment of the State, and exercising offices under it and com- 
pelling obedience to it, and resisting the laws of Virginia. 
2nd. Conspiring to induce certain slaves of Le9wis W. 
Washington and John H. Allstadt to make rebellion and in- 
surrection. 3rd and 4th. Committing murder upon Thomas 
Boerly, Ceorge W. Turner, Fontaine Beckham and Luke 
Quinn, white persons, and Shephard Hayward, a free negro.^^ 

Judicial Circuit of Virginia, Jefferson County, to-wit: The 
Jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and for the body of 
the County of Jefferson, duly impanelled, and attending upon the 
Circuit Court of said county, upon their oaths do present that John 
Brown, Aaron C. Stephens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, and Edwin Cop- 
pie, white men, and Shields Green and John Copland, free negroes, 
together with divers other evil-minded and traitorous persons to 
the jurors unknown, not having the fear of God before their eyes, 
but being moved and seduced by the false and malignant counsel of 
other evil and traitorous persons and the instigations of the devil, 
did severally, on the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth days of 
the month of October, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred 
and fifty-nine, and on divers other days before and after that time, 
within the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the County of Jeffer- 
son aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, with other 
confederates to the jurors unknown, feloniously and traitorously 
make rebellion and levy war against the said Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, and to effect, carry out, and fulfil their said wicked and trea- 
sonable ends and purposes did, then and there, as a band of organ- 
ised soldiers, attack, seize, and hold a certain part and place within 
the county and State aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction afore- 
said, known and called by the name of Harper’s Ferry, and then 
and there did forcibly capture, make prisoners of and detain divers 
good and loyal citizens of said Commonwealth, to-wit: Lewis W. 
Washington, John M. Allstadt, Archicald M. Kitzmiller, Benjamin 
J. Mills, John E. P. Dangerfield, Armstead Ball, John Donoho, and 
did then and there slay and murder, by shooting with fire arms, 
called Sharpe’s rifies, divers good and loyal citizens of said Com- 
monwealth, to-wit: Thomas Boerly, George W. Turner, Fontaine 
Beckham, together with Luke Quinn a soldier of the United States, 
and Haywa^ Sheppard, a free negro, and did then and there, in 
manner aforesaid, wound divers other good and loyal citizens of 
said Commonwealth, and did then and there feloniously and trait- 
orously establish and set up, without authority of the Legislature 
of the Commonwealth of Vir^nia, a Government separate from, and 
hostile to, the existing Government of said Commonwealth; and did 
then and there hold and exercise divers offices under said usurped 
Government, to-wit: the said John Brown as Commander-in-Chief 
of the military forces, the said Aaron C. Stephens, alias Aaron B. 
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The PfisoncTs were brought into Court accompanied by ® 
body of armed men. John Brown and Stevens were unable 
to walk, the former having three aword stabs in the body and 


Stephens, as Captain ; tlie said Edwin Coppie, ns Lieutenant^ and the 
said Shields Green and John Copland as soldiers; and did then and 
there require and compell obedience to said otlicers; and did then 
and there hold and profess allegiance and tidelity to said usurped 
Government; and under color of the usurped authority aforesaid, 
did then and there resist foreibfy and Avith warlike arms, the exe- 
cution of the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and with fire 
arms did wound and maim divers other good and loyal citizens of 
said Commonwealth, to the jurors unknown, when attempting, with 
lawful autliority, to uphold and maintain said (Constitution and laws 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and for the purpose, end, and 
aim of overthrowing and abolishing the Constitution and laws of 
said Commonwealth, and establishing in the ]>lace thereof, another 
and ditlerent government, and constitution and laws hostile thereto, 
did then and there feloniously and traitorously, and in military 
array join in open battle and deadly warfare with the civil unicers 
and soldiers in the lawful service of the said (Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, and did then and there shoot and discharge divers guns and 
pistols, charged with gunpowder and leaden bullets, against and 
upon divers parties of the militia and volunteers embodied and act- 
ing under the command of (^olonel Roliert \V. Baylor, and of 
Colonel John Thomas Gibson, and other otlicers of said Commoii- 
w'eallh, with lawful authority to quell and subdue I lie said John 
Brown, Aaron C. Stephens, alias Aaron 1). Stephens, Edwin ('^uiipie. 
Shields Green, and John (\)|daiid, and other rebels and traitors as- 
sembled, organized, and acting with them, ns aforesaid, to the evil 
example of all others in like csise offending, and against the pence 
and dignity of the (Commonwealth. 

Second ("oiint. — And the jurors aforesaid. u]ion tlieir oaths afore- 
said, do further present that the said John Brown, Aaron C. Ste- 
phens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, Edwin Coppie, Shields Green, and 
John Cofdand, severally, on the sixtee’Uli, sc*venleeiilh, and eigh- 
teenth days of October, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred 
and fifty-nine, in the said county of Jefferson and (^oiniiionweaUh 
of Virginia, and within the jiirisdietion of this Court, not having 
the fear of God before their eyes, but moved and seduced by the 
false and malignant counsels of others, and the instigations of fJie 
devil, did each severally maliciously and feloniously conspire with 
each other, and Avith a certain John L. C ook. John Kagi, ( hnrles 
Tidd, and others to the jurors unknown, to induce certain slaves, to- 
wit: Jim, Sam, Mason, and Catesby the slaves and prop- 

erty of Lewis W. Washington, and Henry, I^evi, Ben, Jerry, Phil, 
George, and Bill, the slaves and property of John H. Allstadt, and 
other slaves to the jurors unknown, to rebel and make insurrection 
against their masters and owners, and against the Government and 
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a sabre cut on the head; the latter had three bullets in his 
head, two in«his breast and one in his arm; he had the ap- 

the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia: and 
then and there did maliciously and feloniously advise said slaves, 
and other slaves to the jurors unknown, to rebel and make insur- 
rection against their masters and owners, and against the Govern- 
ment, the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
to the evil example of all others in like cases offending and against 
the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth. 

Third Count. — ^And the jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths afore- 
said, further present that the said John Brown, Aaron C. Stephens, 
alias Aaron D. Stephens, Edwin Coppie, Shields Green, and John 
Copland, severally on the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth days 
of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-nine, in the county of Jefferson and the Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia aforesaid, in and upon the bodies of Thomas Boerly, (George 
W. Turner, Fontaine Beckham, Luke Quinn, white persons, and 
Hayward Sheppard, a free negro, in the peace of the Common- 
wealth then and there being, feloniously, willfully, and of their mal- 
ice aforethought, did make an assault, and with firearms called 
Sharpe’s rifies, and other deadly weapons to the jurors unknown, 
then and there, cliarged with gunpowder and leaden bullets, did 
then and there feloniously, willfully, and of their malice afore- 
thought, shoot and discharge the same against the bodies severally 
and respectively of the said Thomas Boerly, George W. Turner, 
Fontaine Beckham, Luke Quinn, and Hayward Sheppard; and that 
the said John Brown, Aaron C. Stephens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, 
Edwin Coppie, Shields Green, and John Coi>land, with the leaden 
bullets aforesaid, out of the fire arms called Sharpe’s rifles, afore- 
said, shot and discharged as aforesaid, and with the other deadly 
weapons to the jurors unknown, as aforesaid, then and there felo- 
niously, willfully, and of their malice aforethought did strike, pene- 
trate, and wound the said Thomas Boerly, George W. Turner, Fon- 
taine Beckham, Luke Quinn, Hayward Sheppard, each severally; to- 
wit: the said Thomas Boerly in and upon the left side; the said 
George W. Turner in and upon the left shoulder; the said Fontaine 
Beckham in and upon the right breast ; the said Luke Quinn in and 
upon the abdomen, and the said Hayward Sheppard in and upon 
the back and side, giving to the said Thomas Boerly, George W. Tur- 
ner, Fontaine Beckham, Luke Quinn, Hayward Sheppard, then and 
there with the leaden bullets, so as aforesaid, shot and discharged 
by them, severally and respectively out of the Sharpe’s rifles afore- 
said, and with the other deadly weapons to the jurors unknown as 
aforesaid, each one mortal wound, of which said mortal wounds they 
the said Thomas Boerly, George W. Turner, Fontaine Beckham, Luke 
Quinn, and Ha3nvard Sheppard each died; and so the jurors afore- 
said, upon their oaths aforesaid, do say that the said John Brown, 
Aaron C, Stephens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, Edwin Coppie, 
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pearance of a dying man and breathed with great difficult. 
John Brown lay on a cot and Stevens on a mattretia. 


Shields Green, and John Copland, then and there, (hem the said 
Thongs Boeriy, George W. Turner, Fontaine Beckham, Luke Quinn, 
and Hayward Sheppard, in the maimer aforesaid, and bv tlie 
afo^aid, feloniously, willfully, and of their, and each of their 
^lira aforethought, did kill niid murder, against the iteace and 
dignity of the C^onimoiiwealtlu 

Fourth Count. — And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths afore- 
said, further present that the said John Hrowii, Aaron (\ Stephens, 
alias Aaron D. Stepliens, and Edwin Coppic and Sliields Green, 
each severally on the seventeenth day of October, in the year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, in the County of Jefferson 
and Commonwealth of Virginia aforc*said, and within the jurisdic- 
tion of this Court, in and upon the bodies of certain Thomas Hoerly, 
George W. Turner, and Fontaine Beckham, in the pence of the C -om- 
mon wealth, then and there being feloniously, willfully, and of their 
malice aforethought, did make an assault, and with guns called 
Sharpe’s rifles, then and there charged with gunjtowder and leaden 
hnllets, did then and there feloniously, willfully, and of their, and 
each of their malice aforethought, shoot and discharge* the same 
against the bodies of tlie said Thomas Boerly, George W. Turner, 
and Fontaine Beckham and that the said John Brown, Aaron (\ 
Stephens, alias Aaron I). Stephens, Edwin <’op|ne and Sliields 
Green, with leaden bullets aforesaid, shot out of tlie Sharpe’s rifles 
aforesaid, then and there, feloniously, willfully, and of tlieir malice 
aforethought, did strike, jienetrnte and wound the said Tiiotnas 
Boerly, George W. Turner and Fontaine Beckham, each severally, 
viz.; the said Thomas Boerly in and upon the hd’t side*; the said 
George W. Turner, in ami ujkui the left shoulder and hreiist, and the 
said Fontaine Beckliani in and ii]>oti tlie right breast, gi'.’iiig to the 
said Thomas Boerly, George W. Turner ami Fontaine Beekham, 
then and there, with leaden bullets aforesaid, shot by tliem siwernlly 
out of Sharr»e^s rifles aforesaid, eacli one mortal wound, of which 
said mortal wounds they the said Thomas Boerly, George \V. Turner 
and Fontaine Beckham tlien and there died; and tliat the said John 
Copland, then and there, feloniously, willhilly and of his malice 
aforethought, w'as present, aiding, helping, abetting, comforting and 
assisting the said John Brown, Aaron C. Stephens, alius Aaron D. 
Stephens, Edwin Co]>pie and Shields Gmn in the felony and murder 
aforesaid in manner aforesaid to commit. ^ And so I lie jurors afore- 
said, upon their oaths do say that the said John Bniwn, Aaron C. 
Stephens, alias Aaron D. Stephens, Edwin Cop]>ic, Sliields Green and 
John Copland, then and there them, the said Thomas Boerly, George 
W. Turner and Fontaine Beekham, in the manner aforesiid and by 
the means aforesaid, feloniously, willfully, and of their and each of 
their malice aforethought did kill and murder against the peace and 
dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
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Andrew Hunter, Commonwealth Attorney, and Charles 
B. Harding, for the Commonwealth. 

Lawson Botts?^^ and Thomas G. Oreen,^^ for the prisoners.** 
JIfr. Hunter called the attention of the Court to the neces- 

In the two extended reports of the trial and in t£e indictments as 
given there, a number of verbal errors are encountered. They are 
either the result of the loose drawing of the indictments or are 
mistakes of the reporters. For example, Aaron D. Stevens is called 
Stephens; Edwin Coppoc is Coppie; Thomas Boerley is Boerly; 
Shephard Hayward is Hayward Sheppard; Copeland is Copland. 

*** Hunter, Andrew. (1804-1888.) Born Martinsburg, Va. Grad- 
uated Hampden-Sidney College, 1822. Began practice of law at 
Harper’s Ferry ; removed to Charlestown, 182o. Served in Virginia 
Legislature before and during Civil War. In 1850 a member of 
Virginia constitutional eonvention. A man of distinguished bearing 
a vigorous Southern personality, handsome face and undoubted abil- 
ity. Deeply impressed with the importance of the trial, he prose- 
cuted John Brown with marked aggressiveness, yielding no point 
and fighting every moment, often with some bombast, “but without,” 
said Mr. Voorhees, “a single tone of malevolence or exasperation.” 
Villard, p. 485. lie drew Brown’s will for him llie night before the 
execution. He died at Charlestown, Nov. 22, 1888. See Norris, 
Hist, of LoAver Shenandoah V'alley. 

*** Harding, Charles B. “A man of fine natural parts and of a 
classical training, Charles Harding was now a physical wreck. At 
the outbreak of the war, however, he shouldered a musket, and de- 
spite his years, went into the Confederate ranks, serving wdth devo- 
tion. Left unrelieved on outpost guard all one stormy winter night 
by oversight, he died the next day from pneumonia.” Villard, p. Mo. 

*^Botts, Lawson. Son of Gen. Thomas H. Botts of Virginia. 
Grandson of Benjamin Botts, counsel for Aaron Burr, and on the 
mother’s side, of the family of General Washington. Enlisted in the 
Confederate Army and was soon promoted for gallantry, and was 
Colonel of the 2nd Virginia Regiment when he was mortally wounded 
on the field, Aug. 28, 18G2. Was in his 3()th year at the trial. 

22 Green, Thomas C. (1820-1889.) Familiarly called Claiborne 
Green. Born Culpepper Co., Va. Mayor of Charlestown, Jefferson 
Co., Va., at time of John Brown’s raid. Served in State Legisla- 
ture. Enlisted in war as a private in his friend Botts’ company. 
Appointed by President Davis head of tax colleetorship of Virginia, 
in which he sensed until surrender of Richmond. Afterwards for 
14 years a District Judge of West Virginia, and a Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals. Died at Charlestown. See Norris, Hist. 
Lower Shenandoah Valley. 

** There can be no doubt that in Messrs. Green and Botts, John 
Brown had assigned to him far abler counsel than would have been 
given to the ordinary malefactor. Villayd, p. 484. 



JOHX BROWN 


729 


sity of appointing additional counsol for the prisoners, stating 
that one of the counsel (Faulkner) appointed by the County 
Court, considering his duty in that rapacity as having ended, 
had left. The prisoners, therefore, had no other counsel than 
Mr. Botts. If the Court was about to assign them other coun- 
sel, it might be proper to do so jjow. 

The CorRT stated that it would assign them any members of 
the bar they might select. 

After consulting John Brown, Mr. Both said that the pris- 
nner retained him, and desired to have Mr. Green, his assist- 
ant, to assist him. If the Court would accede to that arrange- 
ment, it would be very agreeable to him personally. 

The Court reciuested Mr. Grrcn to act os counsel for the 
prisoner. 

John Brown. 1 do not intend to detain the Court, but 
barely wish to say. as 1 have been j>romiHed a fair trial, that 
1 am not now in eireumstanees that enable me to attend a 
trial, owing to the state of n\y h(>alth. 1 have a sev«*re wound 
in the back, or rather in one kidney, which enfeebles me 
ver3' much. Rut I am doing w'cll, and 1 only ask for a very 
short delay of my trial, and I think I may get able to listen 
to it; and I merely' ask this, that, as the saying is. “The 
devil may have his dues,” no more, 1 wish 1<» say. further, 
that my hearing is impaired, and rendered indi.stinet, in con- 
sequence of wounds I have about my head. 1 cannot hear dis- 
tinctly at all ; I could not hear what the (Jourt has said this 
morning. I would bt; glad to hear what it said on my trial, 
and am now doing better than I could expect to under th<‘ cir- 
cumstances. A very short delay would be all I would ask. I 
do not presume to ask more than a very short delay, so that 
I may in some degree recover, and be able at least to listen to 
my trial, and hear what questions are asked of the citizens, 
and what their answers are. If that could be allowed me, I 
should be very much obliged, 

Mr. Hunter. The request is rather premature. The ar- 
raignment should be made, and this question could then be 
considered. 

The Court ordered the indictment to be read, so that the 
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prisoners could plead, and would then consider John Brown's 
request. 

The reading of the indictment occupied about twenty min- 
utes. Both Brown and Stevens were compelled to stand dur- 
ing the reading, Stevens being held up by two bailiffs. Each 
of the prisoners responded Not Ouilty and desired to be tried 
separately. 

Mr. Hunter. The State elects to try John Brown first. 

. Mr. Botts. I am instructed by Brown to say that he is men- 
tally and physically unable to proceed with his trial at this 
time. He has heard today that counsel of his own choice 
will be hero, whom he will, of course, prefer. He only asks 
for a delay of two or three days. It seems to me but a reason- 
able request, and I hope the Court will grant it. 

Mr. Hunter did not think it the duty of the prosecutors 
for the Commonwealth, or for one occupying the position, to 
oppo.se anything that justice required, nor to object to any- 
thing that involved a simple consideration of humanity, where 
it could be properly allowed ; yet, in regard to the proposition 
to delay the trial of John Brown two or thret? days, they 
deemed it their duty that the Court, before determining the 
matter, should be put in possession of facts and circumstances, 
judicially, that they were aware of in the line of their duties 
as prosecutors. His own opinion was, that it was not proper 
to delay the trial of this prisoner a single day, and that there 
was no necessity for it. He alluded in general terms to the 
condition of things that surrounded them. They were such as 
to render it dangerous to delay, to say nothing of their ex- 
ceeding pressure upon the physical resources of the commu- 
nity, growing out of circumstances connected with affairs for 
which the prisoners were to be tried. He said our laws, in 
making provisions for allowing, in the discretion of the Court, 
briefer time than usual in cases of conviction, for such of- 
fenders, between the condemnation and execution, evidently 
indicate, indirectly, the necessity of acting promptly and de- 
cisively, though always justly, in proceedings of this tind. In 
reference to Brown’s physical condition, he asked the Court 
not to receive the unconfirmed statements of the prisoner as a 



JOHN BROWN 


73t 


sufficient ground for delay, but that the jailer and physician 
be examined. As to expecting counsel from abroad, he said 
that no impediment had been thrown in the way of the pris- 
oners’ procuring such counsel as they desired; but, on the 
contrary, every facility had been alfonled; able and intelli- 
gent counsel had been assigned them here, and he appre- 
hended that there was little reason to exp<?ct the attendance 
of those gentlemen from the North who had bi*cn written for. 
There was also a public duty resting upon them to avoid, as far 
as possible, within the forms of law and with n'ference to 
the great and never-to-be-lost-sight-of duty of giving a fair 
and impartial trial to the prisoners, the introduction of any- 
thing likely to weaken our present position, and give strength 
to our enemies abroad, wli«‘thei’ it issues from the .jury in 
time, or whether it comes from the months of th<i prisoners, 
or anj' other .source. It was their position that had lieen im- 
periled and jeopardized, as the.v sii|)posed, by enemies. 

.Mr. Harding concurred in the objection of Mr. Hunter, on 
the grouml of danger in delay, and also bccaust* Itrown was 
the leader of the in.surr(?etlon, and his trial ought to Isf pro- 
ceeded -with on account of the advantagl^ thereby accruing 
to the trial of the others. 

Mr. Green said lie liad no opportunity of consulting with 
the prisoner, or preparing a defense. The letters for North- 
ern counsel had been sent off, but not sufficient time has been 
afforded to receive answers. Under the circumstances, he 
thought a short delay desirable. 

Mr. Softs. At present, the excitement is so great as per- 
haps to deter Northern counsel from coming out; hut now 
that it had been promised that the prisoners should have a 
fair and impartial trial, it may Im presumed that they will 
come and take part in the ease. 

The Court. If physical inability were shown, a reason- 
able delay must be granted. As to the expectation of other 
counsel, that did not constitute a sufficient cause for delay , 
as there was no certainty about their coming. Under the 
circumstances in which the prisoners were situated, it was 
rational that they should seek delay. The brief period re- 
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maining before the close of the term of the, court, rendered 
it necessary to proceed as expeditiously as practicable, and 
to be cautious about granting delays. The Court would re- 
quest the physician who attended Brown to testify as to his 
condition. 

7)r. Mason was of opinion Brown was able to go on under- 
standingly with the trial. He did not think his wounds were 
such as to affect his mind or recollection. He had always 
conversed freely and intelligibly about the affair. He had 
heard him complain of debility, but not of hardness of hear- 
ing. 

Mr. Cockerel. Am one of the guards of the jail. Brown 
had always been ready to converse freely. 

The Court refused a postponement. 

The whole of the afternoon was taken up in selecting a 
jury, the following twelve men being finally selected : Rich- 
ard Timberlake, Joseph Myers, Thomas Watson, Jr., Isaac 
Dust, John C. McClure, William Rightsdale, Jacob J. Miller, 
Thomas Osborne, George W. Boyer, John C. Wiltshire, fore- 
man; George W. Tapp and William A. Martin.®* 

The jurors were questioned as to having formed or expressed 
any opinion that would prevent their deciding the case impartially 
on the merits of the testimony. The Court excluded those who were 
present at Harper's Ferry during the insurrection and saw the 
prisoners perpetrating the acts for which they were about to be tried. 
They were all from distant parts of the country, mostly farmers — 
some of them owning a few slaves, and others none. The examina- 
tion was continued until twenty-four were decided by the Court and 
counsel to be competent jurors. Out of these twenty-four, the coun- 
sel for the prisoner bad a right to strike off eight, and then twelve 
were drawn by ballot out of the remaining sixteen. 

The following were the questions put to the jurors : Were you at 
Harper’s Perry on Monday or Tuesday f How long did you remain 
there? Did you witness any of the proceedings for which this party 
is to be tried? Did you form or express any opinion from what yon 
saw there with regard to the guilt or innocence of these people? 
Would that opinion disqualify you from giving these men a fair trial? 
Did you hear any of the evidence in this case before the examining 
Court? What was your opinion based on? Was it a decided one or 
was it one which would yield to evidence, if the evidence was different 
from what you supposed? Are you sure you can try this case im* 
partially from the evidence alone, without reference to anything 



JOHN BROWN 


733 


The Jury were sworn, and the Ji dge charged them not to 
converse upon the case or permit others to do so with them. 
The Prisoner was carried to the jail on his cot and the Court 
adjourned. 

October 27. 

John Brown was brought in walking, and lay down on his 
cot, at full length, within the bar. He looked better, the 
swelling having left his eyes. 

Mr. Botts read the following dispatch, received this morn- 
ing: 

Akron. Ohio, TJnirsday, Oct. 1859. 
*‘To C. J. Faulkner, and Lawson Botts: 

‘‘John Brown, leader of the insurrection at Harper’s Ferry, and 
several of his family have resided in this county many years. In- 
sanity is hereditary in that family. His mother’s sister died with it, 
and a daughter of that sister lias bi»en two years in a lunatic asylum. 
A son and daughter of his mother’s brother have also been confined 
in the lunatic asylum, and another son of that brotlier is now insane 
and under close restraint. These facts can be conclusively proven 
hy witne.sses residing here, who will doubtless attend the trial if 
desired. “A. H. Lewis.” 

William C. Allen, telegraph operator at the Akron office, 
added to the above dispatch that A. II. Lewis was a resident 
of that place, and his statements were entitled to implicit 
credit. 

JIfr. Botts said that on receiving the above dispatch he went; 
to the jail with his associate, Mr. Green, and read it to Brown, 
and was desired by the latter to say that in his father’s family 
there had never been any insanity at all. On his mother’s side 
there had been repeated instances of it. He added that his 
first wife showed symptoms of it, which were also evident in 
his first and second sons by that wife. Some portions of the 
statements in the dispatch he knew to be correct, and of 
other portions he was ignorant. He did not know whether his 
mother’s sister died in the lunatic agylum, but he did believe 

you have heard or seen of this transaction? Have you any eonscien- 
tious scruples against convicting a party of an offense to which the 
law assigns the punishment of death, merely because tliat is the 
penalty assigned? 
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that a daughter of that sister had been two years in the 
asylum. He also believed that a son and daughter of his 
mother’s brother had been confined in an asylum; but he was 
not apprised of the fact that another son of that brother was 
insane and in close confinement. Brown also desired his coun- 
sd to say that he did not put in the plea of -insanity, and if 
he had been at all insane he was totally unconscious of it ; yet 
he added that those who are most insane generally suppose 
■that they have more reason and sanity than those around 
them. For himself he disdained to put in that plea, and 
sought no immunity of the kind. This movement was made 
totally without his approbation or concurrence, and was un- 
known -to him, till the receipt of the dispatch above. 

John Brown (raising himself on the bed). I will add, if 
the Court will allow me, that T look upon it as a miserable 
artifice and pretext of those who ought to take a different 
course in regard to me, if they took any at all, and I view it 
with contempt more than otherwise. As I remarked to Mr. 
Green, insane persons, so far as my experience goes, have but 
little ability to judge their own sanity; and, if I am insane, 
of course, I should think T know more than all the rest of the 
world. But I do not think so. I am perfectly unconscious 
of insanity, and I reject, so far as I am capable, any attempt 
to interfere in my behalf on that score. 

Mr. Botts said he was further instructed by Mr. Brown to 
say that, rejecting this plea entirely, and seeking no delay 
for that reason, he does repeat to the court his request made 
before, that time be given for the foreign counsel to arrive 
that be has now reason to expect. The day before a dispatch 
was received from Cleveland, Ohio, signed “Dan Tilden,’’ 
dated October 26, asking Brown whether it would be of use 
for counsel to leave last night. To this dispatch answer was 
returned that the jury would be sworn this morning, and that 
Brown desired the counsel to come at once. The telegraphic 
operator here told them that this dispatch would be sent off 
at once, in advance of the dispatches sent by repori^ers, and 
he had learned this morning that it was sent before the storm 
of last night interrupted communication, and that counsel 
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might reach here by 12 or 1 o'clock last night. The course 
taken by Brown that morning made it evidcmt that ho sought 
no postponement for the mere purpose of delay, as ho rejected 
the plea of insanity. Still, in his opinion, ho could have a 
fairer trial if the defense wore conducted by his own counsel 
than if he were defended by the counsel at present there. 

Mr, Hunter said that the prisoner's counsel having re- 
newed the motion of the day before for delay for a specific 
period, indicated and based upon information received in the 
form of a telegram, the question now was whetlu'r lhc»re was 
sufficient ground in this additional informalion to change the 
decision announced by the Court the day before on the same 
motion. If the Court did not at once d*‘em this circumstance 
wholly insufficient, ht^fore tlie dc‘cision was made the counsel 
for the Commonwealth deemed it his duty to call attention 
to two or three matters connected with the affair. Though de- 
sirous to avoid forestalling the trial of this eases in regard to 
the present prisoner at the bar, they were i)r(‘pared to prove 
that he had made open, repeated, and constant acknowhMlge- 
ment of everything charged against him. lie had gloried in 
it, and we have but an exhibition of the same spirit and the 
same purpose in his announcement that he would permit no 
defense of insanity to be put in. Wliat does he mean by wish- 
ing delay for the purpose of having a fair trial ? In a proj>er 
sense, and in the only sense in which it can be regarded by the 
Court, it is a fair trial according to the laws of Virginia, and 
the safeguards against wrongdoing the prisoner which these 
laws throw around him. If the prisoner’s i«lea of a fair trial 
is to have it so shaped as to produce a fairness in Ins concep- 
tion, outside of w^hat the laws recognize, it becomes the duty 
of the counsel for the Commonwealth, and as he apprehended, 
of the Court, to resist any attempt of that kind. Considering 
the surrounding circumstances, to which it was unnecessary to 
particularly advert, there could be no right to claim delay, 
except so far as the prisoner could show in a reliable form 
that such delay was necessary to do justice in his particular 
case, according to the laws and policy of the State of Virginia. 
In regard to the telegram read, we know not who this Mr. 
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Lewis is. We know not whether he is to come here as counsel 
for the prisoijer, or whether he wants to head a band of des- 
peradoes. We have a, right to believe the latter as well as the 
former. There had been time enough since the letter for 
Northern counsel was mailed last Saturday, for it to reach 
him, and for him to arrive here ere this, if he had designed 
coming. It was fairly inferable that he did not intend to 
come, and the telegram did not say he would come. But might 
it not be an attempt to gain time and learn the latest day 
when a rescue could be attempted? While commending the 
earnestness and zeal of the prisoner’s counsel, he must a^ 
the Court to reject the motion, and proceed with the trial at 
once. 

Mr. Harding would be reluctant to withhold from a pris- 
oner charged with a crime of the greatest enormity, as in the 
present case, anything calculated to afford him the amplest 
opportunity of justice ; but he had able and intelligent coun- 
sel assigned him, who would see that he was fairly and im- 
partially tried, and he therefore fully concurred with the 
remarks of his colleague in opposing the motion. He referred 
also to the fact that Brown pretended yesterday afternoon 
that he was unable to walk, and was brought into court on a 
bed, yet he walked back to jail after the close of the trial 
without difficulty. He thought those were mere pretenses 
for delay, which the Court should overrule. 

Mr. Green said that one day’s delay would be sufficient to 
ascertain whether the expected counsel would come or not, 
and no prejudice could result to the Commonwealth from a 
small delay of that character. In reference to the new matter 
brought to the consideration of the Court, he did not believe 
the prisoner had made any acknowledgment upon which he 
could be convicted. All the acknowledgments, so far as he 
knew their character, referred to the treason ; and those con- 
fessions, according to our law, are insufficient to convict a 
party who may have acknowledged the fact in the plainest 
manner to one hundred witnesses — ^for if that is all the evi- 
dence upon which the Commonwealth relies, the prisoner can- 
not be convicted, because our code provides that such confes- 




JOHX BROWN 


sion shall be made in open eonrt, and the prisoner has denied 
in open court, by puttinj? in a plea of not guilty. As to suf- 
ficient time having e]a]).sed for counsel to reach here, it was 
a reasonable supposition that the persons to whom Brown 
wrote were absent, and did not immediately receive the letter. 
The Commonwealth attorney does not know who Lewis is, 
but he is an ex-member of Congress, and said to be a man of 
respectability. As to what is called Brown’s sham sickness 
of yesterday, it .should be remembered that it was not then, 
nor is it now, made the ground of application for delay. He 
did not think this trial should be hurried through, for the 
reason that a rescue might be apprehended, for such fears 
were idle. 

The Coi'RT said tliat he must s«'e, in this case, as in any 
other, that a proper cause for delay was made out Iwfore 
granting such application. In the i)resent case he could not 
see that the telegram gave any assurance that the additional 
counsel intended to come. The prisoner is now d(‘fcndcd by 
counsel, who will take care that no improper evidence is ad- 
duced against him, and that all i)roper evidence in his Is'half 
shall be presented. He could not st*e that a proper cause for 
delay was made out. The expected counsel might arrive b«‘- 
fore the case was closed, and could then see all tin* ti'stimony 
which had been taken, and thus the prisoner might have the 
benefit of their advice, although the case now i>roce«*dK. As 
to the matter of insanity, it was not ])re.s**nted in a reliablt! 
form ; instead of mere .statements, we should have affidavits, 
or something of that character. \Vc thought, therefore, that 
the jury should be sworn and the trial prcw'w'd. 

Mr. Harding presented the facts of the case, detailing the 
scenes of the armory, the killing of the bridge keeper, and 
the subsequent killing of the citizens named in the indict- 
ment; the seizure of Lewis Washington and Mr, Allstadt, 
with their slaves; the forming of a government within the 
limits of the Commonwealth; the holding of citizens as pris- 
oners of war, and the subseciuent caiitimr. He read the law 
on treason, levying war against the State, giving comfort to 
its enemies, or establishing any other government in its limits, 



738 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


punishable with death ; the law against advising with a dave, 
punishable with death ; and the law on the murder of citizens, 
punishable with death. All these charges would be distinctly 
proven, beyond a possibility of a doubt on the minds of the 
jury. He would show that' the prisoner’s whole object was to 
rob our citizens of their slaves, and carry them off by vio> 
lence ; and he was happy to say against the wills of the slaves, 
all of them having escaped, and rushed back to their masters 
at the first opportunity. He concluded by urging the jury to 
cast aside all prejudices, and give the prisoners a fair and 
impartial trial; and not to allow their hatred of Abolition- 
ists to infiuence them against those who have raised the black 
flag on the soil of this Commonwealth. 

Mr. Green, after giving the law applicable to the case, said 
that the jury must bear in mind that they are judges of the 
law and the facts, and that if they have any doubt as to the 
law, or the fact of the guilt of this prisoner, they are to pve 
the prisoner the benefit of that doubt. 

On the first charge of treason, as a specific act of treason 
must be proven, it must be proven that he attempted to estab- 
lish a separate and distinct government; and it must also be 
proven what was purposed of treasonable acts before you can 
convict him on those charges. If it is intended to rely on his 
confessions to prove treason, the law distinctly says, ’‘No con- 
viction can be made on confessions, unless made in open 
court.” There must be sufficient evidence to prove the charge, 
independent of any confessions out of the court, and it re- 
quires two distinct witnesses to prove each and every act of 
treason. 

' Second : Conspiring with slaves to rebel and make insur- 
rection. The jury must be satisfied that such conspiracy was 
done within the State of Virginia, and within the jurisdiction 
of this Court. If it was done in Maryland, this Court could 
not punish the act. If it was done within the limits of the 
armory at Harper’s Perry, it was not done within the limits 
of this State, the Government of the United States holding 
exclusive jurisdiction within the said grounds. Attorney- 
General Cushing had decided this point with regard to the 



JOHN BROWX 


739 


armory fn^ounds at Harper's Ferrj’, which opinion I will read 
to the jury, showing that persons residing within the limits 
of the armory cannot even be taxed by Virginia, and that 
crimes committed within the said limits are pxinishable by 
the Federal Courts. Although the jury may doubt about the 
law on the subject, they must give the prisoners the benefit 
of that doubt upon the trial. Over munlcr, if committed 
within the limits of the armory, this court has no jurisdic- 
tion, and in the case of Mr. IWkhani, if he was killed on the 
railroad bridge, it was committed within the State of Mary- 
land, which State claims jurisdiction up to the armory 
grounds. Although he may be guilty of murder, it must be 
proven that it was deliberate and pnmieditated murder to 
make it a capital offense; if otherwises the killing was murder 
in the second degree, punishable with iniprisonment. If you 
have any doubt on these points you must give that doubt to 
the prisoners. He was satisfied the jury will not allow any 
outside excitement to affect them, and that they will do their 
duty faithfully and impartially. 

Mr. Ttotts said the case was an unusual one, and the crime 
charged in many respects unknown. The jury trial called for 
a calm, unimpassioned del ila* ration, and not tin* seizure upon 
loose statements for a conviction. The jury must be abovt; all 
prejudices and influences, and deliberate caindy, and free of 
all resentment, bearing in mind that the mission of the law’ is 
not to wreak vengeance, and that the majesty of the law is 
best maintained when judgiss, counsfd and jury rise above 
these influences. The burden of proof is on the Common- 
wealth, and if she fails to substantiate her charges, you are 
bound to do your duty impartially, and find your verdict on 
the law and testimony that the Commonwealth may be able 
to present to you. He then proceeded to go over the same 
grounds taken by Mr. Green on each of the three points in 
the indictment — ^treason, insurrection and murder. It is no 
difference how much a jury may be convinced in their own 
mitifls of the guilt of the prisoner, it is essential that they 
must have proof of positive guilt, in a case like this, involv- 
ing both life and Uberty. It was due to the prisoner to state 
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that he believed himself to he actuated by the highest and 
noblest feelings that ever coursed through a human breast, 
and that his instructions were to destroy neither property nor 
life. They would prove by those gentlemen who were pris- 
oners that they were treated with respect, and that they were 
kept in positions of safety, and that no violence was offered 
to them. These facts must be taken into consideration, and 
have their due weight with the jury. 

■ Mr. Hunter stated his purpose to avoid anything by way 
of argument or explanation not immediately connected with 
the particular issue to be tried, and to march straight for- 
ward to the attainment, so far as may be in our power, of 
the ends of justice, by either convicting or acquitting the 
prisoner at the bar. With a single preliminary remark ex- 
planatory of his position here as assistant, a position which 
had been assigned to him by the governor of the Common- 
wealth, as well as his honor the judge, he passed at once to 
a review of what was the law in reference to the ease, and 
what he expected to be able to prove to the satisfaction of the 
jury. First, as to high treason, this was probably the first 
case of high treason, or treason against the State, that ever 
had b(!en tried here by our State courts, and he fervently 
hoped it would be the last that W'ould ever occur; and prob- 
ably in some degree not only upon our decision, but upon our 
l)rompt decision of this cas(;, will that result depend. 

He thought his friends on the other side w'ere totally mis- 
taken in their view that the law as it now stands on our stat- 
ute books in reference to overt acts was, either in language, 
or substantially, that contained in the Constitution of the 
United States. On the contrary, the phraseology had been 
varied from that of the Constitution, and, as he conceived, for 
a plain and palpable purpose. All the powers vested in the 
Federal Government were given with great jealoiisy. This 
was a historical fact, perfectly familiar, and consequently, 
while treason against the United States consisted only in levy- 
ing war against them or adhering to their enemies and giving 
them aid and comfort, there is no provision that no person 
shall be convicted of treason unless upon the testimony of 
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two witnesses of some overt act or confession in open court. 
Yet the State law is more full, and includes within its defini- 
tion of treason the establishing, Without the authority of the 
Legislature, any government within its limits, st'parate from 
the existing government, or the holding or executing, under 
such Government, of any offiee, professing allegiance or fidel- 
ity to it, or resisting the execution of law, under the color of 
its authority; and it goes on to declare that such treason, if 
proved by the testimony of two w-itnesses to the same overt 
act, or by confession in Court, shall be punished w’ilh death. 
Any one of these acts constitutes treason against this ('om- 
monw'ealth, and he believed that the prisoner had Ix'eii guilty 
of each and all these acts, which would be proven in the clear- 
est manner, not by two, but by a dn/.(‘n witnesses, unless lim- 
ited by the lack of time. The prisoner ha<l att«*mpted to bn^ak 
dow’ii the existing Government of the Commonw'ealth, and es- 
tablish on its ruins a new governmcjd ; he had usurped the of- 
fice of Conimander-in-(’'hicf of this new' governineiit, ami, 
together with his whole band, professed allegiance and fidelity 
to it ; he represented not only the civil authorities of the State, 
but our own military; he is doubly, tix-bly and quadniply 
guilty of treason. 

J/r. Iluntcr i)roceeded again to the question of jurisdiction 
over the armory grounds, and examined the aulhority cited 
on the other side, of Attorney-General Cushing; the latter 
was an able man, but he came from a region of fr(*untry wh«*re 
opinions are very different from ours in relation to the power 
of the Federal Government as affecting Slate rights. f)ur 
Courts are decidedly adverse to Mr. Cushing’s views. In all 
times past, the jurisdiction of this county of Jefferson in crim- 
inal offenses committed at Harper's Ferry, has 1w;en unintetr- 
rupted and unchallenged, whether they were committed on 
the Government property or not. He cited an instance, 
twenty-nine years ago, where an atrocious murder was com- 
mitted between the very shops in front of which these men 
fought their battles, and the criminal was tried here, con- 
victed, and executed under our laws. There was a broad 
difference between the cession of jurisdiction by Virginia to 
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the Federal Gtovemment and mere assent of the State that 
the Federal^ Government should become a landholder within 
its limits. The laws of Virginia, by virtue of which the 
grounds at Harper’s Ferry were purchased by the Federal 
Government, ceded no jurisdiction. Brown was also guilty, 
on his own notorious confession, in advising ''conspiracy. In 
regard to the charge of murder, the proof will be that this 
man was not only actually engaged in murdering our citizens, 
-but that he was the chief director of the whole movement. 
No matter whether he was present on the spot or a mile off, 
he is equally guilty. In conclusion, Mr. Hunter said that he 
hoped the case would be considered with fairness and impar- 
tiality, and without fear, favor or affection; and he only 
asked that the penalty might be visited on the prisoner which 
law denounces, which reason denounces, which our safety 
requires, and which the laws of Gk)d and man approve. 

THE WITNESSES FOR THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Dr. John D. Starry.^ On what to make of it, and went to 
Sunday night, heard a shot fired inquire of the Armory watcliman ; 
at the Ferry ; heard a cry, looked met a man who levelled his rifle 
out and saw two men passing at me; asked him where the 
from ioward the Armory gate, watchman was, and was answered 
and a tall man came from the that he was not there, but that 
Armory gate, and two men from there were “a few of us here;” 
the cars hallooed, “There he goes saw Col. Washington’s four- 
now !” The man stopped, raising horse wagon arrive and after- 
his rifle ; they followed him to the wards saw it driven by a white 
Armory gate, and exchanged man over the Maryland bridge 
shots with him; Conductor with three armed men following 
Phelps was one of those men; it; at daylight saddled my horse 
afterwards found a black man, and went to Mr. Kitzmiller and 
Hayward, dying in the railroad Mr. Ball and told them that an 
office; he said he was command- armed body of men had posses- 
ed^ to stop by the men on the sion of the Armory, and not to 
bridge, and refusing, they fired go near it; also gave information 
upon bim ; saw several men pa- to the other persons employed in 
trolling during the night and go the Armory. Then I went to 
into the bridge; did not know Bolivar Heights and aroused the 

** “Harper’s Ferry had its Paul Revere. It was John D. Starry, a 
physician of the town, who lived but a stone’s throw from the 
Wager house.” Villard, p. 434. 
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sleeping jieople, aiifl witliniit dis- 
nioiintiiig' rode hack into Utwn to 
Hall's Rifle Works where 1 
found three armed men; they did 
not molest me and 1 went back 
to the Hill to learn of the shoot- 
ing of Boerley. Ordered the Lu- 
thern church Ml rung and got a 
lot of the citizens together to see 
ivhat arms we hud. Found only 
one or two squirrel rifles and a 
few shot guns. Sent a messen- 
ger to Charlestown for Captain 
Rowan, of a Volunteer ('otnpuny 
there and to the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad to stop trains com- 
ing east and not let them ai»- 
yiroach the Ferry. When 1 
learned from tlie foreman of the 
Arsenal that all the guns tliere 
were in possession of the raiders. 
Returning to the Ferry 1 learned 
that the citizens had got some 
guns <»ut of the workshop. De- 
cided to go to Charlestown, eight 
miles distant myscdf. Rode fast 
and got there about 7 a. in.; tlie 
alarm bells w^ere being rung and 
men were hurrying from all di- 
rections to the (^inrtlionse; the 
militia, the JeflFersoii Oiiards, 
soon assembled and arrived hy 
train about eleven. I got hack 
about the same time and as- 
sisted in bearing orders and 
guiding the armed men to the 
best places of attack. Did not 
see John Brown there at any 
time. 

About: 3 oVlock T organized a 
party to go over to the Rifle 
works (Hairs), as there were 
only a few of the raiders tliere 
I had ascertained. I ]>ut a young 
man named Trwin in command. 
They went over at once and open- 
ed fire, and at the first fire the 


leader tluwe. Kngi, and several 
others who were with him in the 
works went out the hack way, 
clihihed over the railroad truck 
and jumped into the Shenandoah 
river. But as they swam across 
they were met by another of our 
jmrty who prevented their laml- 
ing, Tliey made for a flat rod 
near the middle of tlie stream 
hut l>efore they reached it, a bul- 
let reached Kagi and he turned 
and died in the water witliont a 
struggle. A m‘gro'‘’^“ W'as going to 
the rock in the shallow water 
when James Holt, one c»f our 
men, wadtMl out and tried to 
shoot him, but his gnu had got 
wet and it wouhln't lilt*, and was 
using it as a club on the negro 
when he surrendered. Wli(»n tlioy 
brought him to the hank tiiere 
were loud cries of “Lynch him,” 
Some of the men were tying their 
hatidkerchicfs together make 
a rope. 1 got near liim and 
shielded him with rny iiorse until 
a policeman arrived and look him 
to a safe place. Ancither black 
was also taken away badly 
wounded.’"’ 

Of the Rrown parly 1 have si»<»n 
ten dead altogelhcr, incliidim: 
those ill ilx engine house. Of the 
citizens there were four killed. 
Alessrs. HfM'rley, Turm*r and 
Beekham and the nej*ro Hay- 
tvard. 

Cross-eraminpfl As 7 rode 
past, the Armory, armed men 
wen* at the gate; they did nut 
attempt to stop me; was deler- 
mine*!* not to he sfopf>ed. 

('rmdurfor Phelps, Was eon- 
dnetor on the Baltimore & flliio 
train which was hound from the 
West to Baltimore; arrived 


Copeland. 
»® Leary. 



AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


about 1:25 in the morning. On 
Saturday night, the 15th, my 
train arrived at 1 :25, bound east; 
no watchman at the bridge; 
thought it strange, as his business 
was to be there; was talking to 
the engineer, and in the act of 
starting ahead, when Watchman 
Higgins^^ came up to me, much 
excited, to state that he had been 
attacked on the bridge by men 
carrying rifles; Mr. Horsey was 
there with my light before start- 
ing the train; the baggage mas- 
ter, Shephard Hayward and a 
passenger accompanied him, and 
when they entered the bridge 
some one said, ^^stand and de- 
liver;” had previously told the 
engineer to follow me slowly, but 
immediately saw the muzzles of 
four rifles resting on a railing, 
and pointed at us; told the en- 
gineeer to back — something was 
wrong on the bridge — which he 
did; as I got on the tresseling, 
heard the report of a gun, and 
Hayward, the colored man, came 
running to me, and said, "Cap- 
tain, I am shot;” the ball had en- 
tered the back, and came out un- 
der the left nipple ; carried him to 
the railroad office, and started 
for the doctor, and saw one man 
come out of the bridge, and go 
towards the Armory gate; re- 
marked, “There he goes now,” 
and Throgmorton, clerk at the 
Wager House, fired at him; the 
shot was returned by two men 


at the Armory gate; was close 
behind Throgmorton, who ex- 
changed several shots with them; 
this was ten minutes after Hay- 
ward was shot; heard the men 
loading their rifles again ; the re- 
ports were verjr loud, and I won- 
dered why the people were not 
aroused ; walked back to the rail- 
road office, and one of the party 
on the bridge came out; he said, 
“You can come over the bridge 
with your train;” 1 replied I 
would rather not, after these pro- 
ceedings,” and asked, “What do 
you want ?” he replied, “We want 
liberty and we intend to have 
it!” I then asked, “What do 
you mean?” he replied, “You 
will find out in a day or two;” 
then felt alarmed for the safety 
of myself and passengers, and 
concluded to wait till daylight; 
men were passing back and for- 
ward from the bridge to the gate 
of the Armory; each appeared 
to be in blankets ; the passengers 
were much excited and wanted to 
know what it meant ; went to the 
back of the train, and saw from 
twenty to thirty men about the 
engine house; at about 4 o’clock 
saw a wagon driven in the yard, 
and nearly a dozen men jumped 
out of it, also a carriage, but did 
not see any one get out of it; 
saw men go backward and for- 
ward, who seemed to be put- 
ting something in the wagon; 


they were also going up and 

” Patrick Higgins, another night watchman of the bridge, came to 
relieve Watchman Williams, just after Williams had been captured 
by the raiders. He saw a group of men ; one called on him to halt, 
but to use his own words: “I didn’t know what halt meant then any 
more than a hog knows about a holiday,” and he struck at Oliver 
Brown when one of the others fired. A bullet ploughed a furrow in 
his scalp, but this did not prevent his seeking safety in the Wager 
house and helping to give the alarm. Yillard, p. 432. 
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down the street leading from the 
Armor>’, and all seemed busy at 
something; this eontiiuied until 
nearly daylight, Avhen the wag- 
on leh the yard and passed over 
the bridge to the Mar^dand side. 

About 3 o’clock, iicforc the 
wagon left, an old gentleman 
came to me and said, “The par- 
ties who have arrested me al- 
lowed me to come out on condi- 
tion that T would toll you that 
you might cross the bridge with 
your train ;** I afterward learned 
that this was Mr. Cross, a citizen 
of the town; replied that “1 
would not cross the bridge until 
daylight, that T might see whether 
it was safe;’* afterwards saw a 
man coming down Shenandoah 
street with a lantern, an armed 
man arrested him; afterwards 
saw a short stout negro walking 
with a staff with one of thcsi* 
men; could not see wliat was in 
the wagon; afterwards a black 
boy brought a note to the clerk 
of the Wager House ordering 
breakfast for forty-seven men; 
detennined to go out and ascer- 
tain what it meant; met a man 
whom I ruAv recognize as Cop- 
poc, and asked him wliat they 
meant; he replied, “We don’t 
want to injure you or detain your 
train; yon could have gone at 3 
o’clock; all we want is to free the 
negroes;” then asked if the train 
could now start, and went to the 
guard of the gate, who said, 
“There is Cai)tain Smith — he can 
tell you what you want to know ;” 
went to the engine house, and the 
guard called Capt. Smith, that 
somebody wanted to see him ; the 
prisoner at the bar came out, and 
I asked him if he was captain 
of these — ; he replied he was; 
asked him if I could cross the 
bridge, and he peremptorily re- 


sponded, “No, sir;” then asked 
him what he meant by stopping 
n\v train ; he replied,' “Are y«m 
the conductor on that train T” 
told him I was, and he said, 
“Why 1 sent you word at 3 
o’clock that you could j>ass;” told 
iiim that after being stoppeil by 
armed men on the bri«lge, 1 would 
not pass with my train; lie re- 
plied, ''My head for it, you will 
not he hurt ;** said lie was very 
sorry; it was not his intention 
that any blood .sliould he spilled; 
that it was had management on 
the part of the men in eiiarge of 
the bridge; 1 then asked him 
what security 1 would have Unit 
my train would pass safely, and 
sisked him if lie would walk over 
the hridgt^ ahead of niy train 
with me; he called a large stout 
man to accompany liini, and one 
of my passengers, Mr. McHyrue, 
n.sked to accoinpany me: hut 
Hrown ordered hiui to get into 
the train, or he wnulil lake them 
all prisoners in five ininules; 
Brown accompanied me; hotii 
had rin(»s; as we crossed tlie 
hridgf*, tlif? three anned men were 
.still in their places; when we got 
across, lirown said to nn‘, “Von 
doubtless wonder that a man of 
my ag(* should he here with a 
hand of armed men, but if yon 
knew my past history you would 
not wonder at it so iniich;*’ my 
train was then through the bridge 
end 1 hid him g«»od inoriiing, 
jumped on my train, and left, 
him. When Ave got to Monocacy 
at Tiho, I telegraplied to Mr. 
Smith, the master of transportn- 
tion, what had happened, that 
the baggage master and I had 
lieen fiml on, and that Hayward 
liad been shot and that the in- 
surrectionaries were 150 strong, 
that they had come to free the 
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slaves and intended to do so at 
all hazards and that the leader 
told me to notify him that 
this is the last train that 
shall pass the bridge. I sug- 
gested that he notify fhe 
Secretary of War at once; told 
him that this was the first station 
I could send a dispatch from as 
the telegraph wires were cut east 
a.nd west of Harper’s Ferry. At 
9 1 got a reply saying that I 
must be mistaken. Why, it said, 
should our trains be stopped by 
Abolitionists. What is their ob- 
ject. Let me know before I pro- 
ceed to extremes. I replied from 
Ellieott Mills at 11 o’clock: My 
dispatch was not exaggerated, 
neither was it written under ex- 
citement, as you suppose I have 
not made it half as bad as it is. 
I will call at your office imme- 
diately on ray arrival and tell 
you ail.®® 

I returned to Harper’s Ferry 
on Tuesday, and went in with 
Governor Wise and others to 
see Brown, who was a prisoner; 
heard his conversation with Wise 
and Hunter; Mr. Wise said he 
was sorry to see a man of his age 
in that position; Brown replied 
that he asked no sympathy, and 
had no apologies to make; he 
knew exactly what he was about ; 


the Governor asked him if he did 
not think he was doing wrong in 
running off with other people’s 
property; Brown said, No, he 
didn’t; he stated that he never 
had but twenty-two men of his 
party, but expected large rein- 
forcements from Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North and South Carolina, 
and, I think, some of the New 
England states and New York. 
He said that the arms were sent 
to them from Massachusetts; 
think he spoke of Sharpe’s rifles, 
revolvers, and spears; said he 
could arm from 3,500 to 2,000 
men; said he had Harper’s Per- 
ry in his eye as the place for his 
operations; that he had rented a 
farm four miles off, from Dr. 
Kennedy, and had paid the rent 
up to March, and that all his 
arms were sent to him there from 
Chambersburg, Pa.; said those 
who brought the arms there did 
not know what they were, as he 
had taken the precaution to place 
thera in double boxes; they were 
addressed to J. Smith & Sons. 

Brown told Governor Wise 
that he had books in his trunk 
that would explain to him his 
whole proceedings, and w’hat the 
purpose of his business was; Col. 
Lee said be had one which pur- 
fjorted to be John Brown’s new 


»® “Before this reply was received, the president of the railroad, 
John W. Garrett, had seen the conductor’s dispatch and lost no time 
in acting upon it. At half past ten he had telegraphed to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, to Gov. Wise of Vir^nia, and to Major 
General George H. Stuart, commanding the first light divmion Mary- 
land volunteers in Baltimore, that an insurrection was in progress 
in Harper’s Ferry in whidi free negroes and whites were engag^. 
Moreover from Monoca^ word has reached Frederick, a short dis- 
tance away, and by ten o’clock the military company of that place 
was under arms. Thus by John Brown letting the conductor pass 
to spread abroad the tidings of what had happened, the first alarm 
was given hours before it should have been.” Villard, 434, 435. 
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Constitution, and handed it to 
Governor Wise; Brown asked 
him to read two of its first pre- 
ambles and four of the last sec- 
tions, which he did,-*** and Brow’n 
said that was a correct copy; in 
reply to a question of* Governor 
Wise, he said he was ronmiand- 
er-in-Chief of the forces under 
the Provisional Government, and 


that he then held that position; 
he said the constitution was 
adopted in a place called (^hat- 
Imm, in ('anndu; Brtiwn said 
there was a Secretary of War, 
Secretary of State, .ludjre of the 
Siij.>reme Poiirt, and all the offi- 
cers for a General Government ; 
he said there was a House of 
Kepresentatives, and that there 


•'*® These were as follows : 

Preamble. — ^Whereas, Slavery throujirhonl its entire existence in 
the Ignited States, is none other than the most liarltnrous, un|»ro- 
voked, and unjustifiable war of one portion ot‘ its citizens ajrainst 
another jmrtioli, tlie only conditions of which are i»erpetnal impris- 
onment, and hopeless servitude, or absolute extermination in utter 
disre^rard and violation of those eternal and self-evident trnlhs set 
forth in onr Declaration of Independence: 


Therefore, We, the citizens of the Vnited States, and tlie oi»- 
pressed people, who, by a recent decision ot the Su] reine ( oiirt, are 
declared to have no rights wliicli the white man is bound to n*spect, 
toj^ether with all the otlier peojde defrraded by the laws thereof, do, 
for the lime bein<r, onhiin and establish for oni’selvi's the followinj: 
Provisional ronstitution and ordinances, the better to i»rotect our 
people, ■[»roperty, lives, and liberties, and to jj^overn our actions. 

Article 45.— Persons to be Seized: Persons livin^^ within the 
limits of territory liolden by this orffnnizafion, and not conneeteil 
with this orj?anizalioM, having' arms at all, coricealt'd or 'dherwise, 
shall he seized at once, or be taken in Hiarjre cd by wane lun ant oth- 
cer, and their case thoroup:hly invest itrated: ami it sliall he the d it\ 
of all citizens and soldiers, as well as officers, to nn 'In 

as are named in tins and the preceding section or article without 

formality of complaint or wan-ant; and they ^ 

charffc of some pr<»per officer for examination, or for wjfe keeping 

Article 46. — These Articles not for the Overtlirow of (lovernment . 
The foreffoinff articles shall not lie construed so as in « 

encouraffe the overthrow of any Stale Government or of lie Gen- 

eral Gowrnment of the United Staf«, and ‘ 

the Union, but simply to amendment and repeal, wid onr flaj. shall 

be the same that onr fathers foiipht nnder in the Revolnlion. 

Article 47.— No Plnrality of Offices: No two offi<*s speeially pro- 
vided for by this instrument shall he filled by the same person, 

make a solemn oath or affirmation to aome py ji ^ ^ 

visional Constitution and these ordinances 

sddier before being recognised as such, sbaU do the same. 
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was an intelligent colored man 
elected as one of the members of 
the House;; Governor Wise 
asked Brown if he had taken the 
oath of allegiance provided for 
in the 48th article; he replied he 
had; asked if all the white men 
of his band had taken the oath; 
he replied that they had ; he said 
that there were appointed and 
commissioned officers; that Ste- 
vens, Leaman, and one of 
Brown’s sons were captains, and 
Coppoc was a lieutenant ; he said 
something about a battle in Kan- 


sas, and having had one of his 
sons shot; I think he said Cook 
held a captain’s commission; Gov. 
Wise asked Brown if he thought 
he had been betrayed to the Sec- 
retary of War; he said he 
thought he had- been betrayed, 
but had practiced the ruse to 
prevent suspicion; the Governor 
asked him what that ruse was, 
but he refused to answer; said 
he knew exactly the position he 
had placed himself in, and if his 
life was forfeited he was pre- 
pared to suffer. 


Mr. Oreen said he had just received a dispatch from Cleve- 
land, announcing that counsel was coming, and would almost 
certainly be here at night. As this was a very important wit- 
ness, and as it was late in the evening, he would ask the Court 
to adjourn until morning, in order that counsel might have 
an opportunity to cross-question the witness. He did not 
intend to conduct the case longer than the arrival of counsel 
selected by the prisoner. As only scraps of a conversation of 
two hours with Gov. Wise had been picked out and given to 
the jury, he desired that the witness should be questioned as 
to the other parts of the conversation. 

Mr. Hunter replied that there were several other witnesses 
to be called, of the same character, to whom such questions 
could be put by new counsel the next day. If the cases were 
not pushed on, the whole balance of the term would not be 
sufficient to try these men. He thought there was no reason 
for delay, especially as it was uncertain whether the counsel 
could get here before the next day. 

The Court decided that the witness should proceed. 


Cross-examined. In conversa- 
tion, Brown said it was not his 
intention to harm anybody or 
anything; was sorry men had 
been killed; it was not by his or- 
ders or with his approbation, and 
would not occur again, provided 
the people were peaceable and 


quiet; when Brown spoke of tak- 
ing them all prisoners if they 
did not get into the ears, he ap- 
peared to want the train to go on 
as soon as possible; it was ad- 
vice more than in the form of a 
threat; did not recognize Brown 
till I talked with him in the ar- 
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mory yard; don^t think Brown 
was with the party on the brid^re 
or in the wafron/ for if h«r had 
been 1 think 1 would have recogr- 
nized him from liis peculiar 
beard. When Brown was parley- 
ing: with us at the bridge tiie 
three armed men remained there. 

Col. Lewis ir. Washinfjton. 1 
am forty-six years old, engsiged 
in farming about five miles 
from Harper’s Ferry. T am a 
slaveowner and landowner. Be- 
tween one and two o'clock Sun- 
day night, while in my bod at 
my house, five or six miles from 
Harper’s Ferry ; 1 was awakened 
by hearing my name called in the 
hall ; supf)osed it was some 
friends arrived who, being ac- 
quainted with the house, had 
come in through the kitchen with- 
out making any noise; got up and 
opened the door into the hall, and 
before me stood six men, thre<‘ 
armed with Sharp’s rifles, lev- 
eled and cocked; I recognized 
C-ook, Coppoc and another white 
man whom T afterward recog- 
nized as Kagi. There were also 
two negro prisoners; the fourth, 
Stevens, was in command, with 
a revolver in his right hand, and 
in his left a lighted flambeau, 
made of pine whittlings. As I 
opened the door, one of the men 
said, Is your name Washington? 
Said I, that is my name. Per- 
haps Cook, who was of the 
crowd, identified me, as he told 
me afterward he was taken there 
for that purpose; was then told 
I was a prisoner, and one of them 
said, Don^t be frightened. T re- 
plied, Do you see anything that 
looks like fright about me? No, 
he said, I only want to say that 
if you surrender and come with 
us freely you are safe. I was 
struck with the number of men 


sent against me and asked what 
need there was of so many as 
ll^ere was no danger of an* un- 
armed man in his night shirt re- 
sisting an armed force; was told 
to put on my clothes, and com- 
jdied. Perhaps, said I, while 1 
am dressing, you will be so good 
as to tell me what all tliis means? 
Inquired what the weatlier was 
outside, and <»iio them advised 
me to put on an overcoat as it 
was rather chilly. Another said 
they wanted my arms, and I 
opened llie gun closet f(»r them 
to lielp tluMiiselves. They then 
explained their mission, which 
they represented to be jnirely 
idiilanthropic, to-wit : the eman- 
cipation of all the slaves in the 
country. After 1 was dn*sscfl 
Stevens said to me, Have you 
got any money? I r<»plied, I wish 
1 had a great deal. Be careful, 
sir, said lie. I fold him if 1 had 
money T knew how to take care 
of it, and he could not get it. 
Said he. Have you n watch? My 
F’eply was, 1 liave, but you can- 
not have it. You have set your- 
selves up as great moralists and 
liberators of slaves; now it ap- 
pears that you are rol)hers as 
well. Be careful, sir, said he 
again. 1 told them I was 
dressed and ready to go. Tlic*y 
bade me wait a short fitne and 
iny carriage would be at the 
door. They had ordered rny car- 
riage for me, and pryed rqieii tlie 
stable door to j'et it out. They 
had harnessed the Iiorses on tho 
wrong side of each other, and 1 
tric»d to induce them to correct 
the mistake, which they did af- 
ter driving a short distance, but 
being harnessed wrong and 
rather spirited animals, they 
would not work well. 

My sen’ant, whom they bad 
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forced along, was driving. I sus- 
pected they were only robbers 
and that they would turn off at 
some point, but they drove di- 
rectly to the armory. Brown, 
came out and invited me in, say- 
ing there was a comfortable fire, 
and I shortly afterward met with 
Mr. Allstadt, whom they had ar^ 
rested on the way and brought 
along in my buggy wagon. While 
coming along, the horses being 
restive, I got out and walked up 
a hill with one of the men who 
took occasion to ask my views on 
the subject of slavery in the ab- 
stract, I declined an argument 
on the subject, but he still 
pressed it upon me and I was 
obliged to refuse the second time. 

Brown told us to make our- 
selves comfortable, and added. 
By and by I shall require each of 
you gentlemen to write to some 
of your friends to send a stout 
negro man in your place. This 
was by way of ransom. He told 
us he must see the letter before 
it was sent, and he thought after 
this was effected they could make 
an arrangement by which we 
could return home; determined 
in my own mind not to make the 
requisition but he never made ap- 
plication for it, having other mat- 
ters before the day expired, at- 
tracting his attention. Brown or- 
dered breakfast for forty-five at 
the Wager house; neither I nor 
Mr. Allstadt or Brown himself 
ate — all of us I think being 
afraid that the employes had 
poisoned the food. 

My sword, which had been pre- 
sent^ by Frederick the Oreat to 
General Washington, was taken 


from my house with other arms. 
Stevens made me hand it to one 
of the negroes.^^ Cook had been 
at my house some time before and 
seen the arms, and at that time 
1 beat him at shooting, and he 
told me I was fhe best shot he 
had ever met. On the way to 
Harper’s Ferry he asked me if I 
had shot any since, and made an 
apology for being with this par- 
ty after being so well treated by 
me; told him it was of no conse- 
quence about the apology, but I 
would ask one favor of him, 
which was to use his infinence to 
have returned to me the old 
sword and an old pistol, which, 
in the present improved state of 
arms, were only valuable in con- 
sideration of their history. He 
promised to attend to it, and 
shortly after reaching the ar- 
mory I found the sword in Old 
Brown’s hands. Said Brown, 1 
will take especial care of it and 
I shall endeavor to return it to 
you after you are released. He 
carried the sword in his hands all 
day on Monday, until the ma- 
rines attacked, when he laid it on 
a fire engine and after the rescue 
I got it. 

Upon the announcement of the 
arrival of the militia, Brown 
came into the room and picked 
out ten of us, whom he supposed 
to be the most prominent men. 
He told us we might be assur^ 
of good treatment, because in 
case he got the worst of it in the 
fight, the possession of iis would 
be of service in procuring good 
terms; we could exercise great in- 
fluence with our fellcny-citizens; 
and as for me, he knew if I was 


^ 0. Anderson. Another bit of that symbolism by which Brown 
set such store.” Villard 431. 
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ont I should do my duty, and, in 
my position as aid to the Qover- 
nor 1 should be a most dan^roiis 
foe. Then we were taken into 
the engine house and closely con- 
fined. Two of our number went, 
backward and forward re|>eat- 
edly to confer with citizens dur- 
ing the negotiations, and finally 
remained out altogether, leaving 
the eight who were inside when 
the building was assaulted and 
captured by the marines. During 
Monday various terms of capitu- 
lation were iiroposed and refused 
and at night we requested our 
friends to cease firing during the 
night, as, if the place should be 
stormed in the dark, friends and 
foes would have to share alike. 
In the morning Capt. Sinn, of 
Frederick, announced the arrival 
of the United States marines. 
During the night he had brought 
in Dr. Taylor, of Frederick, to 
look at the wounds of old 
Brownes son. The surgeon looked 
at the man and promised to at- 
tend him again in the morning if 
practicable, but about the time 
he was expected hostilities had 
commenced. 

Col. Lee, who commanded the 
United States forces, sent up 
Lieut. Stuart to announce to 
Brown that the only terms he 
would offer for surrender were, 
that he and his men should be 
taken to a place of safety ^ and 
kept unmolested until the will of 
the President could be ascer- 
tained. Brown's reply was to 
the efiPect that he coidd expect no 
leniency, and he would sell his 
life as dearly as possible. A few 
minutes later the place was as- 
saulted and taken. In justice to 
Brown, I will say that he advised 
the prisoners to keep well under 
didter during the firing, and at 


no time did he threaten to mas- 
sacre us or place us in front in 
case of assault. It w’as evident 
he did not expect the attack so 
soon. There was iu> cry of sur- 
render by his party except from 
one young man, and then Brown 
said, only one surrenders. This 
fellow, after he saw the marines, 
said he would prefer to take his 
chance of a trial at Washington. 
He had taken his position and 
fired one or two sheds when ho 
cried surrender. There were four 
of Brown’s party able to fight 
when the marines attacked, be- 
sides a negro, making five in all. 
This negro was ver>' hold at first 
but when the assault was made, 
he took off his accoiitreineiits, 
and tried to mingle with the pris- 
oners, and pass himself otf as erne 
of them. 1 handed him over to 
the marines at once, saying he 
was a ] prisoner at all events. 

Cross-e.ramine(L f’aiinot say 
whether the marines fired after 
they broke into the engine house; 
the noise was great and several 
shouted from the inside that 
some one had surrendered tho 
prisoners; we were ke|»t in the 
rear engine house and allowed 
to keep a safe position so that 
there w'as no effort to endanger 
us; Browm's condiiet w'os not 
rude or insulting toward us. 

To Mr, Hunter. Was present 
at the conversation with Gov. 
Wise on Tuesday; Oov, Wise 
asked Brown if he had not se- 
lected Harper's Ferr>' as a bor- 
der place between Maryland and 
Virginia for the establishment of 
his Provisional Government, and 
he answered. Certainly. He 
avowed that his object was to free 
the Southern slaves and said that 
his party consisted of twenty- 
two men, nineteen of whom came 
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over with him; he said he had 
200 Sharpe’s riites, 200 revolvers, 
and I do not remember how many 
spears ; Brown said he had 
enough to arm about 1,500 men; 
the Governor asked if he expect- 
ed that number ; be said no doubt 
that number, and five thousand 
if he wanted them. 

-To Mr, Botts, At the time of 
the attack on the engine house the 
prisoners remained in the rear, 
at the suggestion of Brown and 
his party ; heard Brown direct his 
party not to fire on any unarmed 
man ; he gav^e that order more 
than once. 

To Mr, Hunter, Cook said 
Brown had been studying this 
subject for twenty or thirty 
years; had reconnoitered Har- 
]:)er’s Ferry repeatedly. 

To Mr. Botts. The prisoners 
were allowed to go out, and as- 
sure their families of their safe- 
ty; some went out several times; 
told my men not to return from 
my dwelling house; there were 
numerous shots toward the tank 
where Beckliam was killed ; 
Brown assured me that I should 
be treated well and my property 
should not be destroyed. 

To Mr. Hunter, Wliile a pris- 
oner in the engine house, over- 
heard a conversation between 
Stevens and another party not 
known to me about slaveholding. 
Stevens asked the man if he was 
in favor of slavery. He said yes, 
although not a slaveholder. Ste- 
vens said, Your are the first man 
I would hang. 

To Mr. Harding. One of the 
three negroes taken with me 
was kept in the armory yard; 
another escaped and went home; 
eaw no conversation in par- 
ticular between the party and 


the negroes who were taken 
there; all the negroes were armed 
with spears while in the armory 
yard; they walked about the ar- 
mory grounds, and one came and 
warmed himself; no negro from 
this neighborhood appeared to 
take up arms voluntarily; saw 
no wounded men dragged into 
the engine house. 

Daniel Whalen. Live at Har- 
per’s Perry; am 39 years old; 
was in the TTnited States service 
as watchman at the armory on 
Sunday night of the raid. The 
first time I saw the raiders, heard 
the noise of their wagon coming 
down the street from the depot, 
and then I advanced about three 
yards out from the watch house 
door and observed the wagon 
standing facing the armory gate, 
which was locked; thought it was 
Mr. Mason, the head watchman; 
there were two men at the pad- 
lock striving to open ii; I told 
them to hold on; T Avent to the 
gate and when T observed it was 
not Mr. Mason, T drew aside at 
the gate and looked until I ob- 
sen^ed them, and saw they were 
strangers; when they all came 
into the yard, think there were 
about twentv-five men ; they 
asked me to open the gate ; T told 
them I could not open the gate 
by any means; open the gate, 
said they; I said T could not if 
I was struck, and one of them 
jumped upon the pier of the 
gate over my head and another 
fellow ran and put his hand on 
me and caught me by the coat 
and held me; was inside and they 
were outside, and the fellow 
standing over my head upon the 
pier, when I would not open the 
gate for them, five or six ran in 
from the wagon, clapped their 
guns against my breast, and told 
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me T should deliver up the key; 
told them I could not; and an- 
other fellow made answer, and 
said they had not time now to be 
aAvaitiiif' for a key, but to go to 
the wag:on and brin^ out the 
crowbar and large hammer, and 
they would soon get in; they 
went to the wagon and brought 
a large crowbar out of it; they 
twisted the crowbar in tlie chain 
and they o])ened it, and in they 
ran and got in the Avagon; one 
felloAV took me; they all gath- 
ered about me and in my face; I 
was nearly scared to death with 
so many guns about me; did not 
know tile minute or the liour 1 
should drop; they told me to be 
very rjiiiet and still and make no 
noise or else they would put me 
to eternity; one of them ordered 
the wagon to be marched in, and 


all got in the wagon except 
four Avho had me; they took the 
A\:agon down the yard and fas- 
tened the horses’ heads to the gate 
where ('’olonel Barbour's oilice 
is; after that, the head man of 
them, Brown, ordered all of the 
men to dispatch out of tlie yard, 
but he left a man at each side of 
the big gate along with himself; 
he himself still had me and Bill 
AVilliams the watchman whom he 
brought down off the Potomac 
bridge; those other two men 
were at the gate, and then he 
said, 1 came here from Kansas, 
and this is a slave state; I want 
to fm» all the negroes in this 
state; 1 have possession now of 
the United States armory, and if 
the citizens interfere with me, 1 
must only burn the town and 
have blood. 

Ocioher 


The Court met at eleven oVlock. Brown Avas led from the 
jail, walking very feebly. He lay doAA^n upon his cot. 

Mr. Botts aiuiouneed tlie arrival of Mr. George II. IIoyt*> 
of Boston, who had come here to assist the counsel for the 


« Hovt, Oeoboe IIexht. (lAIT-lS//.) 
student in Boston at time of Jolni Brown rind. Adinilfed lo Wor- 
cester bar, 1858 or 18511. Knlisleil in .John Brown .Ir.s eoinpany 
of sharushooters in Kansas in 1801 was siieccwsively seeoinl lieu- 
tenant and captain of 1st Kansas cavalry, and hcMitenant-eoloncl of 

the 15th Kansas cavnlrj’; cominissiom^ )f’'Kim^i' 

March 1805 for gallant senice. Attorney (leneri l ol Kansas 
iRfift ^Tn IsVl removed to Athol, wdiere he practiced law and pur- 

of Boston, engaged at Harper's PVrrv os- 

:sJf 4s.irr ttis s £• >» »■»« 
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prisoner. At present, however, he did not feel disposed to 
take part in the case. Whenever he should feel disposed he 
would do so. 

Mr. Hunter suggested that he had better be qualified as a 
member of the bar by producing proof from the Boston bar. 

Mr. Hoyt said he had not brought his credentials of ad- 
mission. 

The Court said that that was not required in order to be 
strictly legal; to that fact any citizen’s evidence would an- 
swer. 


talk with Brown, and be able to communicate with his friends any- 
thing Brown might want to say; and second, to send me (Le Barnes) 
an accurate and detailed account of the military situation at Charles- 
town, the number and distribution of troops, and location and de- 
fenses of the jail, and nature of the approaches to the town and 
jail, the opportunities for a sudden attack, and the means of retreat, 
with the location and situation of the room in which Brown is con- 
fined, and all other particulars that might enable friends to con- 
sult as to some plan of attempt at rescue.” 

Le Barnes chose Hoyt because, although twenty-one years of age, 
he looked not over nineteen, and was physically of fragile appear- 
ance. His very youth and e\ddent lack of worldly experience would, 
Le Barnes thought, make it impossible for any one to suspect him 
of ulterior motives, if he appeared at Charlestown. Dr. Samuel G. 
Howe, when consulted by Wh men^ doubted the wisdom of the 
scheme; but Le Barnes persisting and giving him seventy-five dol- 
lars, Hoyt set forth, little dreaming that upon his frail shoulders 
would shortly rest the burden of the wdiole defense of John Brown. 
His experience told against him in Charlestown. He had not been 
there an hour before his very youth had aroused the suspicions of 
Andrew Hunter, the special prosecutor of the State of Virginia. 
Knowing full well that Massachusetts had no need to rely on cal- 
low striplings when skilled legal talent was in order, he shrewdly 
inferred that something else was in the wind, and, but for Judge 
Parker’s magnanimity, would have excluded Hoyt from participa- 
tion in Brown’s trial as incompetent to practice in the courts of Vir- 
ginia. ‘A beardless boy came in last night as Brown’s counsel,” 
reported Hunter to Governor Wise on October 28. “I think he is 
a spy. There are divers other strangers here. . . . They are 

watched closely.” But the watch set upon the ^'beardless boy” was 
not close enough to prevent his communicating freely with the 
client to whom he had so unexpectedly attached himself, and be 
wasted no time in acquainting Brown with the real purpose of his 
unannounced arrival. Villard, p. 485. 
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Mr. Green said his partner had read letters from fellow 
students of Mr. Hoyt, alluding to him as a member of the bar. 


Conductor Phelps (recalled). 
The firing was comnienceil by 
those men on the bridge who 
shot Hayward; do not know 
whether the firing at Hayward 
was intentional; there was no at- 
tack on Brown’s men until after 
Hayward was shot ; lie was shot 
by armed men in the Winchester 
span of the bridge. 

Coh Lewis 11”. Washitfyton 
(recalled). Negotiations were 
opening with Brown for the re- 
lease of the prisoners before the 
general firing commenced on 
Monday; do not know whether 
all tiie prisoners signed the pro- 
position for a suspension of fir- 
ing; in the opening negotiations, 
Brown frequently suggested that 
the jirisoners should cross the 
bridge with him to the second 
canal, and the lock was not to 
be fired until they reached that 
point; none of the prisoners 
made any objection to the pro- 
position; Brown said he was too 
old a soldier to yield the advan- 
tage he possessed in holding hos- 
tages; during the day Brown’s 
son was wounded in the breast, 
the ball jiassing around to the 
side, but he took liis weapon 
again, and fired frequently be- 
fore his sufferings eom))elled him 
to retire; heard Capt. Brown fre- 
quently complain of bad faith of 
people on a flag of truce; beard 
him make no threat, nor utter 
any vindictiveness against the 
people; Mr. Brewer went out 
and brought in a promise that 
the people would not fire while 
negotiations were pending; can- 
not say that all the firing of Capt. 
Brown or his men was in self- 


defense; heard Brown give fre- 
quent orders not to fire on un- 
armed citizens; the first firing was 
against the engine house; Brown 
said the ])eople a}>peured to pay 
but little regard ter the lives of 
the citizens, and we must take 
the chances with them; after the 
first attack on tlie engine house 
by the marines, there was not a 
general ery of “surrender;” one 
cried surrender, hut the others 
fought on; Brown had a rifle in 
his hand when he was struck 
down by the marines, and re- 
ceived a cut over the head with 
a sword of Lieutenant Oreen. 

Mr, Hunter laid liefore the 
jury the printed (Constitution and 
ordinance of the Provisional Oov- 
ernnient, rending the two first 
clauses of the pnninible, the 7th, 
45th and 48tli articles and brief- 
ly Slimming up other ptirtions of 
the Constitution. 

Sheriff Campbell. Know the 
handwriting of the prisoner; 
have copied a letter for him. 

John Itfown said ho would 
himself identify any of liis hand- 
writing, and save all that trouble. 
He was ready to face the music. 

Mr, Hunter preferred proving 
them by Mr. Camplndl. 

John Brown, Kit her way, as 
yiHi please. 

A large bundle of letters was 
produced. F'ach was identified 
by Campbell and banded to 
Brown, who. at the first glance, 
ref died io each in a loud voice, 
“Yes, that is mine.” The papers 
and letters were about fifty in 
.number. 

A list of members of the Con- 
vention was read. Tt. was headed 
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William Charles Morris, Presi- 
dent of the Coi)vention; and H. 
Kagi, Secretary of the Conven- 
tion. On handing the list to 
Brawn, he exclaimed with a 
groan, "That's my signature." 

In reference to another paper, 
he said, "I have nothing to say 
about that." 

Mr. Hunter read a letter from 
J. R. Giddings, acknowledging 
the receipt of a letter from 
Brown, and that he would be 
pleased to see him at his house 
during the summer. 

Mr. Hunter read a letter from 
Gerrit Smith about the "Kansas 
work." It had June B, 1859, in- 
dorsed on the back, in Brown's 
writing. 

Armstead Ball. Am master 
machinist at the Armory, early 
in the morning was aroused by 
Benjamin Hobbs announcing 
that persons were at the Armory, 
carrying off government prop- 
erty; reached the gate, was ac- 
costed by two armed men, and 
seized as a prisoner; they re- 
fused to make any explanation 
until within the Armory yard; 
Stevens was sentry at the gate; 
was conducted to Capt. Brown, 
who told me his object was to 
free the slaves, and not the mak- 
ing of war on the people; that 
my person and private property 
would be safe; that his war was 
against the accursed system of 
slavery; that he had power to do 
it and would carry it out ; it was 
no child's play he had undertak- 
en; he then gave me permission 
to return to my family, to assure 
them of my safety and get my 
breakfast; started bach home and 
was accompanied by two armed 
men, who stopped at the door; 
breakfast not being ready, went 
back, and was allowed to return 


home again, under escort, at a 
later hour; on returning again to 
the Armory Capt. Brown said it 
was his determination to seize 
the arms and munitions of the 
government, to arm the blacks to 
defend themselves against their 
masters ; Brown also made a 
proposition to me and other offi- 
cers of the Armory to deliver in- 
to his possession the munitions 
of war belonging to the Govern- 
ment; I rei)lied that they were 
already in his possession, as we 
were; Brown frequently told us 
our safety depended on the good 
conduct of our citizens; when 
the firing commenced all of us 
prisoners would crouch down to 
avoid the bullets; we were in 
danger, and almost any propo- 
sition that was made we would 
accept to secure our safety; 
Brown said if the citizens were 
willing to risk their lives and 
tliose of his prisoners, to capture 
him, they must abide by it; 
Brown made one proposition to 
go to the canal lock, give up his 
prisoners, and fight it out with 
the military; at daylight on Tues- 
day morning, T appealed to 
Brown on the ground of humani- 
ty to us, as well as to the men 
who appeared so bound to him, 
not to persist in spilling more 
blood; Brown replied that he 
was well aware of wdiat he was 
about, and knew the conse- 
quences; that he was already pro- 
claimed an outlaw, and $3,500 
was on his head; as to the kill- 
ing of Beckham, one of Brown's 
party had fired in that direction 
several times; remonstrated with 
him when levelling his rifle at an 
old man named Guess, that he 
was not a combatant, and he de- 
sisted ; afterwards heard him fire, 
and heard him say, "Dropped 
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him when he heard that Beck- 
ham was dead, the man who fired 
asked who he was; told him he 
was an old and respectable citi- 
zen, and mayor of the town, the 
man who fired expressed himself 
very sorry; that man was after- 
wards captured at the charj^ of 
the marines ;♦=* Capt Brown made 
preparations for resisting the 
marines; he was always in arms, 
but I do not think I saw him fire. 

To Mr, Green. We, as pris- 
oners, ajpreed to such terms of 
capitulation as our citizens were 
willing to accept. The proposal 
was written by Mr. Dangerfield, 
and dictated by Brown. Do not 
know whether Brown’s son and 
Stevens were wounded while they 
accompanied the citizens with the 
flag of truce. Did not know that 
any of tliem w^ere Brown’s sons, 
until I heard Brown say to Capt. 
Sinn, ‘^tliere lies one of my 
sons dead, and here is another 
dying." Brown frequently re- 
marked that the citizens were act- 
ing indiscreetly in persisting in 
firing on their own citizens; re- 
peatedly said he would injure no 
one but in self-defense; Coiipoc 
frequently urged ns to seek fdaces 
of safety, but Brown did not; 
he appeared to desire us to take 
care of ourselves, and at the time 
of the charge of the marines, told 
us we must equally occupy the 
post of danger with themselves. 
There "were three or four slaves 
in the engine house; they liad 
spears, but all seemed badly 
scared; Washington Phil ivas or- 
dered by Brown to cut a port 
hole through the brick wall; ho 
continued until a brisk fire com- 
menced outside, when he said, 
"this is getting too hot for Phil," 
and he squatted. Brown then 
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took up the tool and finished the 
hole. 

-John II, AlhtaJt, Am a neigh- 
bor of Col, Washington. On Mon- 
day morning about three, was 
awakened from slet>p by the crash 
of a fence rail ngniiist niy door; 
asked who was at Ihe door; the 
reply was, “Get up quick, or we 
will burn you asked what 

they intended to do; they said, 
"Free the country of slavery;” 
they told me they w*ere g(»ing to 
take me to Hnri>er’8 Ferry; 
dressed myself, am! when I got 
to the door they had all my 
blacks, seven in niimlter; we were 
all put into the wagon; the ne- 
groes were all armed with pikes; 
nil the men who took us up were 
armed; we went to (he Armory 
yard, wliere 1 was put in charge 
of one of Brown’s ]>nrty; after- 
wards wc? were ordcriMl into ihe 
watch house; saw Col. Wiishing- 
fon tliere; Brown came and spoke 
to us about our getting two ne- 
groes to take our places, and then 
l|ie would release us; Brown’s 
rifie was cocked all the time; the 
negroes were jdaced in the watch 
house witli spears in their hands; 
(hey showed no disposition to use 
them; was afterwards transferred 
to the engine house; several ne- 
groes were then*; saw Phil mak- 
ing )»ort holes by Brown’s order; 
the other negr<»es wore doing 
nothing, and had dropped their 
spears; some of (hern "were asleep 
nearly all the time; when the 
marines made (he assault, 
Brown’s party took position be- 
hind the engine and aimed at the 
do<ir; Browm was in front, squat- 
ting wdth his gun levelled; he 
fired at the marines several times, 
my opinion is he killed that ma- 
rine. 
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To Mr. Green. Did not see 
any others sl^oot; cannot state 
certainly by what shot the msr 
rine was Ulled; he might have 
been killed by shots fired before 
the door was broken open; was 
much confused and excited at the 
time; heard regrets expressed at 
BecUam’s being killed. 

John T. AUstadt. Am the son 
of the last witness, aged eigh- 
teen; was at home the night the 
raiders came. When they led 
father and I outside we saw Col. 
Washington sitting in his own 
carriage. They put me and 
father in his four-horse wagon; 
behind us our six negroes and 
some of Col. Washington’s stood 
up closely packed. As we drove 
inside the Armory an old man 
stood there. This, said Stevens, by 
way of introduction, is John 
Brown. Ossawatomie Brown, of 
Kansas, added the old man. 
He handed out pikes to the ne- 
groes and told them to keep us 
safely. There were no negroes 
that 1 saw there except Col. 
Washington’s and ours. We ar- 
rived at the Armory about day- 
break. Were not taken inside 
until several men had fallen. In 
the intense excitement they let us 
walk up and down before the 
engine house but not on the east 
side where the gates were. 

Saw Oliver Brown shot as he 
Was in the act of firing himself 
from the engine house door. His 
wound was a mortal one and he 
suffered great pain; he died the 
night before we were relieved. 
He had^ asked his father again 
and again to shoot him to put an 
end to his agony but John Brown 
replied : **You will get over it,” 
and you must die, die like a 
man.” Heard John Brown tak- 
ing to my father and Col. Wash- 


ington while Oliver lay in the 
corner very quiet. Then his 
father called out to him, and as 
there was no answer, guess he 
is dead,” said Brown. 

Alexander Kelly. Saw Thom- 
as Boerley killed on Monday. 
Boerley was an Irishman living 
in Harper’s Perry. Brawn’s 
party fired at me and I returned 
the fire. Boerley was with me 
on the street and was armed with 
a gun. Saw him soon after he 
was shot. The shot came from 
the direction of Shenandoah 
street. 

Albert Cross. Sunday night I 
had been to meeting with my 
son ; coming home across the 
Shenandoah bridge, was seized 
by two men with rifles; when we 
got to the end of the bridge, 
were stopped by a man with a 
spear; asked what was the mat- 
ter; was the town under mar- 
tial law; he told me I should not 
be hurt, and asked me whether 
there were many slave holders 
about Harper’s Ferry; I told him 
no; Brown came up, and ob- 
served, *^You have got some pris- 
oners,” they took ns to the Ar- 
mory; found some citizens there; 
being tired, we laid down; 
Brown said his object was to 
free the slaves; told him there 
were not many there; he replied, 
'Hi'he good book says we are all 
free and equal,” and if we were 
peaceable we should not be hurt; 
there was some firing about that 
time; afterward, about 3. o’clock, 
was sent to tell the conductor 
that the train might pass unmol- 
ested; saw Mr. Beckham, and de- 
livered the messa|^; Brown then 
dismissed me; did not go home, 
being afraid some of Brown’s 
men, not knowing this, might 
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shoot me; saw Hayward brought 
in, wounded. 

Mr. Kelly (recalled). Saw 
Geo. W. Turner^® killed on High 
street; he was shot while in the 
act of levelling his gun ; the shots 
came from the corner of Shen- 
andoah and High streets; the 
men who fired had rifles; one had 
a shawl on. 

Henry Hunter.'^* Went to the 
Ferry with the Cliarlestown 
Guai'd ; stayed on the bridge, 
leaving the company; went off 
fighting on my own hook; saw 
Beckham fall when shot; heard 
the whistling of the ball; under- 
took to go to his assistance, but 
was withheld by a friend; soon 
after, another {lerson went to re- 
move the body, saying he “would 
help the Squire;” heard the 
w*histling of another ball; think 
that Beckham had a pistol in his 
coat pocket, judging from the 
weight and shape of the pocket; 


did not see it, and don*! think the 
j>eople from the Armory^ yard 
saw it ; the shot that killed Beck- 
ham came from the engine house; 
numerous shots were fired from 
the engine house at the tank. 

Col. Gibson. Hel]>ed a portion 
of the militia of tTetTersoii Coun- 
ty to suppress the insurrection; 
the Jefferson Guards and other 
detachments were in action; they 
were called out by authority of 
laur; three insurgents were killed 
at the rifle factory and Copeland 
captured. 

Cross-examined. There was 
firing by outside citizens, and the 
three were not killed by men un- 
der ray command; don’t think 
the insurgents fired a gun at the 
rifle factory, but endeavored to 
make their escape across the 
river. 

Benjamin T. Bell. Went to 
Harper’s Ferry armed; did not 
join the military: was stationed 


“About two o’clock the death of Mr. Turner, a slavi*-holder, a 
farmer of means and ]>rominence in the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry, 
still further inflamed the citizens. He rode to town carrying his 
shotgun and was shot in the nec^k and instantly killed. According 
to one narrative he was in the act of firing on two of the raiders 
when a bullet from them struck him. It was also related that he was 
killed while talking to a traveler who had strayed in from one of 
the delayed trains. George W. Turner was graduated from West 
Point, July 1, 1831. A second lieutenant in the 1st Artillery, he 
resigned June 30, 1836 and became a farmer in Rip|)on, Jefferson 
County. His sister lost her reason on hearing of her brother’s death 
and died soon after of shock and j^ief.” Villnrd, p. 641. 

Mr. John G. Rosengarten (see his Atlantic Monthly article, anie, 
p. 710), was on his way from the West to Baltimore when the train 
being stopped outside, he strolled into ’Harper’s Ferry to see what 
was going on. As he walked down the hill a person overtook him 
riding on horseback and with a gun in his hand. “He told me that a 
band of men were gathered to set the slaves free, and that after 
starting the outbreak the night before, they had taken refuge down 
below. He pointed with his gun, and we were standing side by 
side, when a sudden flash and a sharp report and a bullet stopped 
his story and his life.” This was George W. Turner. ... 

Son of Andrew Hunter, the special Attorney for Virgima. 
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in the Oalt House, in Capt. Botts’ 
eompany; in the evening walked 
out on the platform; saw Beck- 
ham shot; went as near him as 
was safe, but perceived no 
breathing; there was firing from 
the engine house towards the 
railroad; Mr. Young, a member 
of the Jefferson Guards, wfas 
wounded while making a charge 
against the insurgents; saw oth- 


ers shot; there were probably 
thirty shots fired from the engine 
house towards the tank and in 
other directions. 

Cross-examined. There was 
general firing in almost every 
direction; McCabe was about fir- 
ing when he was shot; there were 
twenty to thirty men firing at the 
engine house when Young and 
McCabe were wounded. 


THE DEFENSE. 


Joseph A. Brua. Was one of 
the prisoners in the engine house 
with Col. Washington and oth- 
ers; Brown remarked that the 
prisoners should share their dan- 
ger; we were allowed to shelter 
ourselves as we could ; Cross 
went out with Thompson with a 
flag of truce. Stevens and Wat- 
son Brown and Kitzmiller went 
out, and Stevens and Watson were 
shot; Brown came back badly 
wounded ; after that it commenced 
raining very hard ; supposed Ste- 
vens was dead; he lay near the 
comer of the depot; heard 
groaning, and saw Stevens mov- 
ing; asked Brown to send a man 
to the relief of Stevens; Brown 
refused because he would be 
shot; I was allowed to go and as- 
sist Stevens into the hotel; re- 
turned to the engine house ac- 
cording to my pledge; was sent 
several times by Brown to re- 
quest the citizens not to shoot, as 
the lives of the prisoners were 
endangered ; negotiations were 
going on between Brown and the 
prisoners before the general fir- 
ing commenced ; Brown pro- 
posed that he should retain pos- 
session of what he held, includ- 
ing the Armory and negroes, and 
Col. Washington and the others 


seemed to acquiesce in this ar- 
rangement; Cross was sent out 
to confer with Beckham and oth- 
ers on the subject; a guard went 
with him, who were fired upon; 
after that Stevens wanted to 
shoot, but Kitzmiller appealed to 
him and they went out together 
to stop the firing; when they did 
not return. Brown seemed to 
show temper, and there was a 
change in the arrangements ; 
after that Brown said he had it 
in his power to destroy that 
place in half an hour, but would 
not do it unless resisted ; think a 
shot from the water tank struck 
Coppoe; he then returned the 
fire, and Brown said ^^that man’s 
down;” the special object of my 
going out was to see the firing 
from the tank, which was annoy- 
ing to those in the guard house. 

A. M. KiUmiller. Made re- 
peated efforts to accommodate 
matters with Brown ; he said his 
object there was to free the slaves 
from bondage, and if neeessary 
fight the pro-slavery men ^ for 
that purpose; was first surprised, 
then indignant, and finally dis- 
gusted with Brown; he said to 
me, ^^There is a company of rifle- 
men on the bridge; get them to 
go in company with Stevens;” 
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Mr. Hunter told them he was 
sorry they did not leave their 
guns; Stevens remarked that 
would not do; 1 had no flag and 
did not consider myself the bear- 
er of a flag of truce; as to the 
rifle company on the bridge, I 
saw they were our own men, 
waved my handkerchief, and told 
the oilier man to remain; soon 
heard firing very close; Stevens 
fired in reply to a shot which 
struck him from the house by the 
Winchester railroad depot; Stev- 
ens swore and the other man re- 
turned; I think it was Browirs 
son; Stevens was shot before he 
fired back; Thompson, one of 
Brown’s men, was a jirisoner on 
the bridge. 

The last I saw of Thompson 
he was a prisoner with the Ferry 


people on the bridge; Moore, 
Burkhardt, Anderson and twenty 
er thirty others were there; Mr. 
Beckham was killed at or about 
the time Thompson was taken; 
did not return to the engine 
house; ray object was to prevent 
unnecessary shedding of blood; 
went out at the request of Brown 
to use my influence for that pur- 
pose. 

Jam f 19 Belter, Was at '.he 
Galt House with Chambers on 
Monday morning: ('hainbers 
fired, and T saw the man whom 
he shot lying there: did not know 
the man; siippowul it was Stev- 
ens;^* did not see any one with 
him when sliot; he was shot be- 
fore Captain Bolls’ company 
reached the Galt House. 


Mr. Green stated to the Court that he desired to bring out testi- 
mony relative to the shooting of Thompson, one of the insurgents 
on the bridge. 

The State objected, unless Brown liad a knowledge of that shoot- 
ing. 

Mr. Hunter said there was a deal of testimony about Browns 
forbearance and not sliooting citizens, that had no more to do with 
this case than the dead languages.**'" If he understood the offer, it 
was to show that one of tljose men, named Thompson, a prisoner, 


It was not Stevens but Thompson. 

This defense was Brown’s idea, as he himself wrote out these 
suggestions to his counsel: 

We gave to numerous prisoners perfect liberty. Get all their names. 

We allowed numerous other prisoners to visit their families to 
quiet their fears. Get all their names. 

We allowed the conductor to pass his train over the bridge with all 
his passengers, I myself crossing the bridge with him and assuring all 
the passengers of their safety. Get that coHduetor^s name and the 
names of the passengers so far as may be. 

We treated all our prisoners with the utmost kindness and human- 
ity. Get their names so far as may he. 

Our orders from the first and throughout were that no nnarmed 
person should be injured under any ciremnstaneea whatever. Prove 

that by all the prisoners. . 

We committed no waste or destruction of property. Prove tnatm 
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was dispatched after Beckham’s death. The circumstances of the 
deed might be such as he himself might not at all approve. He did 
not know how that might be, but he desired to avoid any investiga- 
tion that might be used. Not that it was so designed by the re- 
spectable counsel employed in the case, but because he thought the 
object of the prisoner in getting at it was for outdoor effect and 
influence. He therefore said if the defense should^ show that this 
prisoner was aware of these circumstances, and the manner in which 
that party was killed, and still exerted forbearance, he would not 
object. But unless the knowledge of it could be brought home to the 
prisoner and his after conduct^ he could not see its relevancy. 

Mr, Botts said they had already proved that for hours after that 
communications were held between the parties. 

The Court thought these facts admissible as evidence. 


Mr. Hunter (recalled). After 
Mr. Beckham, who was my grand 
uncle, was shot, I was much ex- 
asperated, and started with Mr. 
Chambers to the room where 
the man Thompson was conflned, 
with the purpose of shooting 
him. We found several persons 
in the room, and had levelled our 
guns at him, when Mrs. Foulke’s 
sister threw herself before him 
and begged us to leave him to the 
laws. We then caught hold of 
him and dragged him out by the 
throat, he saying: "Though you 
may fake my life, eighty million 
will rise up to avenge me,^ and 
carry out my purpose of giving 
liberty to the slaves.” We carried 
him out to the bridge, and two 
of us, levelling our guns in this 
moment of wild exasperation, 
fired, and before he fell, a dozen 
or more balls were buried in 
him ; we then threw his body over 
the tressel work and returned to 
the bridge to bring out the pris- 
oner, Stevens, and serve him in 
the same way ; we found him suf- 
fering from his wounds, and 
probably dying; we concluded to 
spare him, and start after the 


others, and shoot all we could 
find; had just seen my beloved 
uncle and best friend 1 ever had, 
shot down by those villainous 
Abolitionists, and felt justified in 
shooting any that 1 could find; 
felt it my duty, and have no re- 
grets. 

Wm. M, Williams, Was a 
watchman on the bridge; the 
night of the raid, about half- 
past ten, two men came up to me 
and told me that I was their 
prisoner. Bid not know them,*® 
but when 1 saw a crowd hehind 
them, the prisoner at the bar and 
Cook, whom T had seen before, I 
thought it was a joke. But when 
they put a gun in my face and 
told me to follow and took me to 
the watch house, I saw it was 
serious. In the engine house 
where they took me in the after* 
noon, Brown told us to hide our- 
selves, or we would be shot by 
the people outside; he said he 
would not hurt any of us; Brown 
told Mr. Cross to tell the people 
to cease firing, or he would bum 
the town; but if they didn’t 
molest him, he wouldn’t molest 
them; heai^ two shots on the 


They were Kagi and Stevens. 
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bridge about the time the express 
train arrived; did not see Hay- 
ward killed* 

John Brown, State what was 
fsaid by myself, and not about his 
being shot. 

Williams. I think you said that 
if he had taken care of himself, 
he would not have suffered. 

Reason Cross. Prepared a 
proposition that Brown should 
retain possession of the Armory, 
that he should release us, and 
that the firing should stop. 


John Brown. Were there two 
written propositions drawn up 
while you were prisoner? 

Cross. Yes, there was another 
paper prepared by Kitzmiller, 
and some others; I went out to 
stop the firing; a man went with 
me and they took him prisoner 
and tied him; this was Thomp- 
son, wiio was afterwards taken 
out and shot; Brown’s treatment 
of me was kind and respectful; 
heard him talk roughly to some 
men who were going in to where 
the blacks were confined. 


John Brown, rising from his mattress, and standing on his feet: 

May it Please the Court: 1 discover that, notwithstanding all the 
assurances I have received of a fair trial, nothing like a fair trial 
is to be given me, as it would seem. I gave the names as soon as I 
could get at them, of the persons I wished to have called as witnesses, 
and was assured tliat they would be subpoenaed. I wrote down a 
memorandum to that effect, sa 3 dng where those parties were; but 
it appears that they have not been subpoenaed as far as I can learn ; 
and now I ask if I am to have anything at all deserving the name 
and shadow of^ a fair trial, that this proceeding be deferred until 
tomorrow morning; for I have no counsel, as I before stated, in whom 
I feel that I can rely, but I am in hopes counsel may arrive wlio will 
attend to seeing that I get the witnesses who are necessary for my 
defense. 1 am myse\i \ma\Ae to attend to \t. T Viavc given nW tVio 


aWexvVmxvY \vowBdAy co\dd to \t,\i\\t am nnaWa to see or Vnow uWut 
them, and can’t even find out their names; and I have nobody to do 
any errand, for my money was all taken when I was Hacked and 
stabbed, and I have not a dime. 1 had two hundred and fifty or 
sixty dollars in gold and silver taken from my pocket, and now I 
have no possible means of getting anylwdy to go my errands for me, 
and I have not had all the witnesses subpoenaed. They ai-e not 
witliin reach, and are not here. I ask at least until tomorrow morn- 
ing to have somelhing done, if anything is designed; if not, 1 am 
ready for anything that may come up. . 

John Brown then lay down again, drew his blanket over liini, 
closed his eyes and api^earcd to sink in lranf|uil slumber. ^ ... 

Mr. Hoyt. Mav it please the Conrt : ' I would add my voice to the 
appeal of Mr. Brown, altliouph I have had no consultation with 
him, that the further hearing of the ease may be postponed until 
morning. I would state the reason of this reqn«t “ 

WES informed, and had reason to belirne, that JjJ*" 

was on his way to Charlestown, and would imdouhtedly arrive at 

Harper’s Perry at 7 o’clock tonight. I have taken measures to 

insure that gentleman’a arrival in this place tonight, if 

the Petty. Por myaelf, I ^ve come from Boeton, travelling night 
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and day, to volunteer my services in defense of Brown. I could not 
undertake the responsibility of his defense as 1 am now situated. 
The gentlemen who have defended Brown acted in an honorable and 
dignified manner in all respects, so far as 1 know, but I cannot as- 
sume the responsibility of defending him myself for many reasons. 
First it would be ridiculous in me to do it, because I have not read 
the indictment through — ^have not, except so far as I have listened to 
the case and heard counsel this morning, got any idea of the line 
of the defense proposed, and have no knowledge of the criminal 
code of Virginia, and no time to read it. I had no time to examine 
the questions arising in this defense, some of which are of consider- 
able importance, especially that relative to the jurisdiction over the 
Armory grounds. For all these reasons, I ask the continuation of 
the case till tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Botta. In justice to myself I must state that, on being first 
assigned as counsel to Mr. Brown, I conferred with him, and at his 
instance took down a list of the witnesses he desired subpoenaed in 
bis behalf. Though it was late at night, 1 called up the sheriif and 
informed him that I wished subpoenas to be issued early in the 
morning. This was done, and there are here Messrs. Phelps, Wil- 
liams and Cross, and they have been examined. 

Sheriff Campbell stated that the subpoenas were placed in the 
hands of an officer, with the request to serve them at once. He must 
have served them, as some of the witnesses are here. The process 
has not been returned, and may have been sent by private hands and 
failed to arrive. 

Mr. Botta thought they had shown, and he was confident he spoke 
the public sentiment of the whole community, when he said they 
wished Mr. Brown to have a fair trial. 

Mr. Hunter. I do not rise for the purpose of protracting the 
argument, or interposing the slightest impediment in the way of a 
fair trial. This is fair. Whether it was promised to Brown or not, 
it is guaranteed by our laws to every prisoner ; and, so far as I am 
concerned, I have studiously avoided suggesting anything to the 
Court which would in the slightest degree interfere with it. I beg 
leave to say, in reference to this application, that I suppose the 
Court, even under these circumstances, will have to be satisfied in 
some way, through counsel or otherwise, that this testimony is 
material testimony. So far as any witness has been examined, the 
evidence relates to the conduct of Captain Brown in the treating of 
his prisoners with leniency, respect and courtesy, and this additional 
matter, that his flags of truce — ^if you choose to regard them so — 
were not respected by the citizens, and that some of his men were 
shot. If the defense choose to take that course, we are perfectly 
willing to admit these facts in any form they desire. Unless the 
Court shall be satisfied that this testimony (which, I have no doubt, 
is every particle of it here), which could got, is really material to 
the defense, I submit that the application for delay on that score 
diould not be granted. Some of these witnesses have been here, and 
might have b^n asked to remain. A host of witnesses have been 
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here, and have gone away without being called on to testify. I 
simply sug^st that it is due, in justice to the Commonwealth, which 
has some rights, as well as the prisoner, that information be given 
to the Court, showing that additional testimony is relevant to the 
issue. The simple statement of counsel I do not think would be 
sufficient. 

Mr, Green, Mr. Botts and myself will now withdraw from the 
case, as we can no longer act in behalf of the prisoner, he having de- 
clared here that he has no confidence in the counsel "who have been 
assigned him. Feeling confident that I have done my whole duty, 
so far as I have been able, after this statement of his, I should feel 
myself an intruder upon this case were I to act for him from this 
time forward. I had not a disposition to undertake the defense, but 
accepted the duty imposed on me, and I do not think, under these 
circumstances, when I feel compelled to withdraw from the case, 
that the Court could insist that 1 should remain in such an unwel- 
come position. 

Mr, Harding, We have been delayed from time to time by similar 
applications, in the expectation of the arrival of counsel, until we 
have now reached the point of time when we are ready to surubit 
the case to the jury upon the evidence and the law, when another 
application arises for a continuance. The very witness that they 
now consider material, Mr. Dangerfield, came here, summoned by 
ourselves, but deeming that we had testimony enough, we did not 
examine him. 

The Court. The idea of waiting for counsel to study our code 
through, could not be admitted; as to the other ground, I do not 
know whether the process has been executed or not, as no return has 
been made. 

Mr. Botts. I have endeavored to do my duty in this matter, but 
I cannot see how, consislly with my own feelings, I can remain any 
longer in this case, when the accused whom 1 have been laboring to 
defend, declares in open court that he has no confidence in his 
counsel. I make this suggestion, that as I now retire from this 
case, the more especially since there is now here a gentleman from 
Boston, who has come on to volunteer his services for the prisoner, 
that the Court allow him this night for preparation. My notes, my 
office and my services are at his command. 1 will sit up with him all 
night to put him in possession of the law and facts in relation to this 
case. I cannot do more; and in the meantime, the sheriff can be 
directed to have the other witnesses here tomorrow. 

The Court would not compel the gentlemen to remain on the case, 
and accordingly grants the desired postponement. 

October 29 

Judge Parker announced that he had received a note from the new 
counsel of the prisoner, requesting a delay for a few minutes, to 
enable them to have an interview with the prisoner. He would 
accordingly wait a short time. 

John Brown was brought in, and took his usual recumbent position 
in bed. 
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Samuel Chilton , of Washington City, and Hiram Griswold , of 
Cleveland, Ohio, were introduced to the Court as counsel for the 
prisoner. 

Mr. Chilton thought it was due to himself to make an explanatory 
statement before the trial proceeded. Yesterday he was very un- 
expectedly called upon to come here, and aid in the defense of the 
prisoner. Knowing from the newspapers that the trial was in pro- 
gress, he took time to consider and consult his friends as to the 
propriety of accepting the proposition. He would have had no 
hesitation if he had been spoken to. in time, but his friends advised 
him to come, and he did so with the expectancy of merely assisting 
the gentlemen already conducting the defense. Upon reaching here, 
he found that they had withdrawn from the case, and he then hesi- 
tated about undertaking it; but upon consultation with the prisoner 
and his friends here, they insisted he should do so, and he would do 
the best he could, not feeling at liberty, under the circumstances, to 
refuse. These circumstances, however, would render it impossible 
for him to discharge the full duty of counsel, not having had time 

4 

♦®*Chii/pon, Samuel. (1804-1867.) Bom Warrenton, Va. Stud- 
ied and practiced law in his native town, and died there. Was a 
member of the Virginia House of Representatives for several terms, 
and a delegate to the State Constitutional Convention. Elected (a 
Whig) to the 28th Congress, 1835-1837. ‘‘Sam Chilton, of Fauqmer, 
was a man of fair talents and as a lawyer excelled as a criminal 
pleader.’^ Wm. and Mary Coll. His. Mag., 1906-7, p. 91. 

Griswold, Hiram. A lawyer of Cleveland, Ohio, where he 
practiced up to the year 1862, and perhaps later. Was reporter of 
the Ohio Supreme Court from 1845 to 1850. Was of New England 
birth. Was a State Senator, 1856-1858. 

“Resolutions in favor of Harrison and Tyler . . . were pre- 
sented from the committee by Judge John C. Wright, of Hamilton, 
Hon. Alfred Kelly, of Franklin, and Hon. Hiram Griswold, of Stark.’’ 
— Norton, Great Revolution of 1840, p. 46. “In 1840 one of the 
framers of the platform upon which W. H. Harrison was elected was 
Hiram Griswold, of Stark county.” Randall and Ryan, Rise and 
Progress of an American State, IV, 27. “Judge Griswold, of Ohio, 
was a strong, conscientious, able lawyer, who did not at all like the 
work he had undertaken at the request of Judge Tilden.^ . . . He 
did his work well as a lawyer, and got away as soon as it was done.” 
Hinton, John Brown and His Men. “When John Brown, the late 
of Harper’s Ferry, was about to be put upon trial, he applied to his 
friends, D. R. Tilden and D. K. Carter, both of Cleveland, and ex- 
members of Congress, to come, one or both, or send counsel for his 
defense. They, with others, applied to me. I was then absent. Be- 
fore my return, Hiram Griswold had volunteered and gone. I was 
a little reluctant to appear with him in the ease, and so much time 
had elapsed that I finally declined the undertaking, to my lasting 
regret.” Albert Gallatin Biddle, Recollections of War Times, 1896, 
p. 3, footnote. 
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to read the indictment or examination already g:iven. He made 
no motion for delay; this ^as a matter entirely within the discretion 
of the Court, and if the Judge thought proper to refuse to grant any 
postponement, he knew it would be» done under a sense of duty. 
Those extraordinary circumstances would also render it impossible 
for his associate, Mr. Griswold, to discharge his full duty as counsel. 
A short delay of a few hours, if the Court thought proper to grant 
it, would enable them to make some preparation. 

The Court said the trial must go on. Counsel had been assigned 
to the prisoner here, of his own selection, who had labored zealously 
in his behalf, and had withdrawn because the prisoner had yesterday 
evening declared in open court that he had no confidence in them. 
No obstacle had at any time been thrown in the way of the prisoner's 
having an ample defense. If this was the only case of the kind 
before the Court, he would at once grant the request, but several 
similar cases remain to be disposed of. This terra will very soon 
end, and it was his duty to endeavor to get through with all the 
cases, if possible, in justice to the prisoners, and in justice to the 
State. The trial must therefore proceed. 

Mr. Hoyt. I handed to the clerk, last night, a list of names we 
wished summoned as witnesses — Samuel Strider, Henry Ault, Ben- 
jamin Mills, John E. P. Dangerfield and Captain Sinn. I got a 
dispatch just now informing me that Capt. Sinn had gone to Fred- 
erick, and would return in the first train in llie morning, and come 
on to Charlestown this afternoon. I should like to inquire whether 
the process had reached Capt. Sinn at Harper’s Ferry? 

Sheriff Campbell replied that the officer staled that Capt. Sinn 
had gone to Frederick. 

Mr, Hunter. He was here yesterday. T hope we will proceed with 
some other witnesses. 


John P. Dangerfield.^’^ Am 
paymaster at the Armoiy\ About 
daylight on Monday morning one 
of my men came to my room and 
told me there was war on the 
streets. Got dressed and went 
out to my office at the Armory 
enclosure about 100 yards from 
my dwelling. When I got there 
several men came out; iiupiired 
what all this meant ; they said 
they had taken possession of the 
government works. I said, ‘‘you 
talk like crazy men.” They an- 
swered, “not so crazy as you 
think, you will soon see.” With 


this the men displayed (which I 
had not noticed before) under 
their short drabs. Sharp rifles, 
pistols and knives. I thought it 
time to beat a retreat, but one 
of them cocked his gun and told 
me I was a prisoner, and told 
me to come to Captain Smith. 
When we got to the Armory I 
saw negroes with pikes, and 
white men with guns all around 
and 'was turned over to Captain 
Smith. He asked me if I knew 
Col. Washington and others, and 
when 1 said yes, he said, point- 
ing to the engine room. “You 


Mr. Dangerfield was afterwards in charge of the Confederate 
Army at Goldsboro, N. C., with the rank of Captain. See his ar- 
ticle, ante, p. 710. 
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will find them all in there.” I was 
taken over there. Shortly after 
the citizens began firing at the 
Armory, and soon Smith (as we 
called him) told his men to re- 
treat to the engine house, and 
he picked a number of his pris- 
oners, including myself, and took 
us with him. When we got in- 
side, he said: “Gentlemen, per- 
haps you wonder why I have 
selected you; it’s because 1 think 
you are the most infiuential. You 
will have to share the fate that 
your friends extend to us.” He 
ordered the doors and windows 
barred and had holes cut in the 
walls to fire through. Then the 
firing began. About 2 in the 
morning Lieut. Stuart appeared 
at the door with a flag of truce. 
When he was admitted and a 
light brought, he said: “Why 
ain’t you old Ossawatomie Brown 
of Kansas, whom 1 once had 
there as my prisoner?” “Yes,” 
said Brown, “but you did not 
keep me.” This was the first 
intimation we had as to the true 
name of the raiders’ leader. He 
handed him a paper, which he 
said was the demand of Colonel 
Lee, who was in command of the 
United States troops. Brown 
took it and read it. He said 
that he had been sent by the 
President of the United^ States 
to suppress the insurrection and 
he demanded the surrender of 
the prisoners in the building. If 
they did so he would promise to 
keep them safe and await the 
President’s orders. There was 
no hope of escape, the Armory 
was surrounded on all sides by 
troops, and if he had to take 
him and his companions by force, 
he could not answer for their 
safety. Lieut. Lee advised Brown 
to trust the clemency of the gov- 
ernment, but Brown replied he 


knew what that meant; a rope 
for his men and himself, adding, 
“I prefer to die just here.” Lieut. 
Stuart only said that he would re- 
turn at daylight for his final 
reply and went away. 

Just about daylight I heard a 
noise — none of the raiders had 
gone to sleep, I think, that night. 
It was Lieut. Stuart at the door 
saying he had come for the an- 
swer. I got up from the floor 
and went to Brown’s side to hear. 
Stuart asked: “Are you ready 
to surrender and trust to the mer- 
cy of the government?” Brown 
promptly answered : “No, I pre- 
fer to die here.” Lieut. Stuart, 
who had been standing in the 
partly opened door, at once 
stepped aside and in a moment 
there was a great battering on 
the door as of sledge hammers. 
I had assisted in the barricading 
and had fixed the fastenings so 
that I could easily remove them. 
Then I heard the battering and 
commenced to remove them, when 
the end of a ladder came through 
and a big aperture was made, 
through which an officer and 
some marines jumped. 

Am free to say, that Irom the 
treatment of Captain Brown, I 
had no persgpnal fear of him or 
his men during my confinement. 
Saw one of the men shot in the 
engine house. He fell back, ex- 
claiming, “It’s all up with me,” 
and died in a few moments. This 
man was one of Capt. Brown’s 
sons. Saw another young man 
who came in wounded, and com- 
menced to vomit blood. He was 
also a son of Captain Brown, 
and was wounded while out with 
Mr. Kitzmiller. Brown fre- 
quently complained that his men 
were shot down wlule carrying 
a flag of truce. 
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Mr. Hunter complained that they were goiii^ over again the same 
facts that were elicited; and all "this was freely admitted by the 
defense. 

Mr. Hoyt said that he regarded it as the only feasible line of de- 
fense to prove these facts. It was the duty of counsel to show, if pos- 
sible, that Capt. Brown was not guilty of treason, murder or insur- 
rection, according to the terms of this indictment. We hope to prove 
the absence of malicious intention. 

Mr. Hunter w’as frank to admit that he could not but regard this 
course as merely calculated to waste lime. 

Mr. Hoyt reminded the Court that the course being pursued was 
not only in acordnnce with their conviction of duty, but in accord- 
ance with the express commands of their client. 

The Court remarked that the counsel was res})onsible to the Court 
to conduct the case according to the rules of practice. 

Mr. Hoyt thought the language of the prosecution was calculated 
to impugn the honor of the counsel for the j>risoner. 

Mr. Hunter. Nothing of the kind was intended. It is presumed 
the gentlemen will conduct the case in accordance with their duty as 
counsel, and their responsibility to the Court. 


Mr. Danger field. Heard some 
conversation by Captixin Brown 
as to having it in his power to 
lay the town in ashes and carry- 
ing off the women and children, 
but that he had refrained from 
so doing; heard him make no 
threats that he would do so; the 
only threat T heard from him vras 
at the commencement of the 
storming of the engine house ; he 
then said vre must all take equal 
shares wdth him, that we could 
no longer monopolize the places 
of safety; he made no attempt 
to deprive us of the i daces we 
had taken ; Brown promised safe- 
ty to all descriptions of property 
except slave property ; had a con- 
versation with Brown during the 
night and told him that he and 
his men were committing treason 
against the State and the United 
States. Two of his men hearing 
me, said to Brown: ^'Are we 
committing treason against the 


country by being here.^' Brown 
said : ‘K -ertainly,” and then both 
said if that was so, they did not 
want to fight any longer. They 
thought tliey were lo liberate 
slaves, not to commit treason. 
After the attack two of Brown’s 
men who had said they did not 
want to commit treason, cried for 
quarter, and laid down their arms 
but after the marines burst ojieii 
the door, they picked them up 
again and renewed tiie figlit and 
were bofli killed; after the first 
attack Cui>t. Brown cried out 
“surrender,” but he was not 
heard; did not see him fire after- 
wards; saw Coppoc attempt to 
fire twice ; but the ca])s exploded ; 
saw Brown wounded on the hip 
by a thrust from a sabre, and 
several sabre cuts on his head; 
when the latter wounds were giv- 
en, ra]>t. Brown appeared to be 
shielding liimself, with his head 
down, but making no resistance** 


** Lieutenant Green gave the following account of the attack and 
his share in it : When LieuteTiant Stuart started to take Colonel Lee’s 
demand to Brown it was agreed between us that if Brown should re- 
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the parties outside appeared to 
be fixing as they^ pleased. 

Mayor Mills. Was one of the 
hostages of Capt. Brown, con- 
fined in the engine house; before 
the general firing commenced,, 
negotiations were pending for the 
release of the prisoners; a paper 
was drawn up, embracing certain 
terms, and born by Mr. Brua to 
the citizens outside; the terms 


were not agreed to; the last time 
Mr. Brua was out, toere was se- 
vere firing, which I suppose pre- 
vented his return; Brown’s son 
went out with a flag of truce, and 
was shot ; be came i^ck wounded ; 
prisoner attended ' him and gave 
him water; heard Brown fre- 
quently complain that the citi- 
zens had acted in a barbarous 
manner; he did not appear to 


fuse to surrender he would wave his hat as the signal that the storm- 
ing party should begin the attack. Suddenly lieutenant Stuart 
waived his hat, and 1 gave the order to my men to batter in the door. 
Those inside fired rapidly at the point where the blows were given 
upon the door. Very little impression was made with the hammers, 
as the doors were tied on the inside with ropes and braced by the 
hand brakes of the fire engines, and in a few minutes 1 gave the or- 
der to desist. Just then my eye caught sight of a ladder lying a few 
feet from the engine house in the yard, and I ordered my men to 
catch it up and use it as a battering ram. The reserve of twelve men 
I employed as a sujiporting column for the assaulting party. The 
men took hold bravely and made a tremendous assault upon the door. 
The second blow broke it in. This entrance was a ragged hole low 
down in the right hand door, the door being splintered and cracked 
some distance upward. I instantly stepped from my position in 
front of the stone abutment, and entered the opening made by the 
ladder. At the time I did not stop to think of it, but upon reflection 
I should say that Brown had just emptied his carbine at the point 
broken by the ladder, and so 1 passed in safely. Getting to my feet, 
I ran to the right of the engine which stood behind the door, passed 
quickly to the rear of the house, and came up between the two en- 
^nes. The first person I saw was Colonel Lewis Washington, who 
was standing near the hose cart at the front of the engine hou^. On 
one knee, a few feet to the left, knelt a man with a carbine in his hand 
just pulling the lever to reload. 

^‘Hello, Green,” said Colonel Washington, and he reached out his 
hand to me. I grasped it with my left hand, having my saber up- 
lifted in my right, and he said, pointing to the kneeling figure, ^^This 
is Ossawatomie.” 

As he said this. Brown turned his head to see who it was to whom 
Colonel Washington was speaking. Quicker than thought I brought 
my saber down with all my strength upon his head. He was mov- 
ing as the blow fell, and T suppose I did not strike him where I in- 
tended, for he received a deep saber cut in the back of the neck. He 
fell senseless on his side, then rolled over on his back. He had in his 
hand a short Sharp’s cavalry carbine. I think he had just firod as 
I reached Colonel Washington, for the marine who followed me into 
the aperture made by the ladder received a bullet in the abdomen, 
from which he died in a few minutes. The shot might have been 
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have any malicious feelings; he 
undoubtedly seemed to expect re- 
inforcements ; said it V7oidd soon 
be night and he would have more 
assistance'; his intentions were to 
shoot nobody unless they were 
carrying or using arms; if they 
do, he said, let them have it; this 
was while the firing was going on. 

John Brown, Did you see fir- 
ing on my part which was not 
purely defensive? ^ It might be 
considered in that light, perhaps; 
the balls came into the engine 
house pretty thick. Did not hear 
you say that you had sur- 
rendered. My wife and daughter 
were permitted to visit me unmo- 
lested, and ttee verbal communi- 
cation was allowed with those 
outside. We were treated kindly 
but were compelled to stay where 
we didn’t want to be. You ap- 
peared anxious to effect a com- 
promise. 

Captain Sinn. Am commander 
of a volunteer company of Fred- 
erick, Md. The report came to 
Frederick that 750 blacks and 
abolitionists combined had seized 
Harper’s Ferry; I started for the 
Ferry with the volunteers under 
command of Col. Shriver, and 
was glad to find their numbers 
were exaggerated, after I reached 


there on Monday afternoon; the 
door of the engine house was par- 
tially open, and I was hailed 
lFrom there; two shots had been 
fired from there; went in; met 
Mr. Dangerfield and others there; 
Capt. Brown, who was wearing 
Washington’s historical sword, 
said to me that he had a propo- 
sition to make; he wanted to be 
allowed to go over the bridge un- 
molested, and we then might 
take him if we could; he had 
fought Uncle Sam before, and 
was willing to do it again ; Brown 
complained that his men had 
been shot down like dogs, while 
bearing a fiag of truce. Told 
him they must expect to be shot 
down like dogs if they took up 
arms in that way. Brown said 
he knew what he had to undergo 
before he came there— he had 
weighed the responsibility and 
should not shrink from it; he 
said he had full possesiion of 
the town and could have massa- 
cred all the inhabitants had he 
thought proper to do so; but as 
he had not, he considered him- 
self entitled to some terms; 
Brown said he had shot no one 
who had not carried arms; told 
him that Mayor Beckham had 
been killed, and that T knew he 


fired by some one else in the insurgent party, but I tliink it was from 
Brown. Instinctively as Brown fell I gave him a saber thrust in the 
left breast. The sword I carried was a light uniform weapon, and 
either not having a point or striking something hard in Brown’s ac- 
couterments, did not penetrate. The blade bent double. 

By that time three or four of my men were inside. They came 
rushing in like tigers, as a storming assault is not a playday sport. 
They bayoneted one man skulking under the engine, and pinned an- 
other fellow up against the rear wall, both being instantly killed. I 
ordered the men to spill no more blood. The other insurgents were 
at once taken under arrest, and the contest ended. The whole fight 
had not lasted over three minutes. My only thought was to capture, 
or if necessary kiU, the insurgents, and take possession of the engine 
house. North American Review, December, 1885. 
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was altogether unarmed ; he 
seemed sorry to hear of his death 
and said, I fight bnly those who 
fight me. I told prisoner that 1 
did not think any compromise 
could be effected; Brown said he 
kept the hostages for his own 
safety; they did not appear to 
fear any injury from him or his 


meui but only from attacks from 
the outside, for every man out- 
side had a gun and four-fifths of 
them were under no command. 
Later that night Mr. Samuel 
Strider carried a summons to 
surrender, going up to the engine 
house with a handkerchief tied to 
an umbrella.^® The military had 


"It was now near nightfall and the gathering gloom of a drizzly 
evening began to obscure surrounding objects, making it so difiicult 
to distinguish them that, as if by common consent on both sides, active 
operations were suspended. 

"At this time a conference was held by three or four of the prin- 
cipal officers in command, to which two or three civilians, including 
myself, were invited, the object of the consultation being to deter- 
mine whether or not to take the engine house by assault at once, or 
to wait until morning. ^ 

"It represented to us by the prisoners whom Brown had released, 
when he selected out of their number nine or ten to be held as hos- 
tages in the engine house that, if an attempt should be made to carry 
it by storm at night, it would be impossible to distinguish the hos- 
tages from the insurgents; and that Browm would probably place the 
former in front of his own party as a protection, and thereby cause 
them to receive the brunt of the attack. 

"It was also urged that the raiders were then as securely impris- 
oned in their place of refuge as if incarcerated in the county jail, and 
could be taken in the morning without much risk to our friends. Be- 
fore deciding the question under consideration, it was thought proper, 
at any rate, to send Brown a summons to surrender, and a respect- 
able farmer of the neighborhood, Mr. Samuel S. was selected to 
make the demand, a duty which he undertook very willingly, although 
it w’as not unattended with danger, as the usages of ordinary warfare 
had been more than once disregarded, during the day, by the bellig- 
erents on both sides. Mr. S. was a man of indomitable energy, un- 
doubted in courage, and of such a genial disposition as to make him 
a general favorite; but he was somewhat eccentric and occasionally 
was betrayed into those peculiarities of speech which characterized 
the conversation of Mrs. Malaprop. 

"Tying a white handkerchief on the ferule of a faded umbrella, he 
went forth upon liis mission with a self-imposed gravity becoming 
his own appreciation of its im]>ortance. 

"Marching up to the door of the engine house, he called out in sten- 
torian tones: 

"‘Who commands this fortification f’ 

"‘Captain Brown, of Kansas,^ was the answer from within the 
building. 

‘“Well, Captain Brown, of Kansas/ continued Mr. S., with his 
voice pitched in the same high key, ‘I am sent here, sir, by the au- 
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ceased firing, but men who were 
intoxicated were firing their guns 
in the air, and others at the en- 
gine house; Brown or any of his 
men could not have ventured 
outside the doors of the engine 
house that night without being 
shot; saw Stevens in the hotel 
after he had been wounded and 
shamed some young men who 
were endeavoring to shoot him as 
he lay in his bed apparently dy- 
ing; told them that if the* man 
could stand on his feet witli a 
pistol in his hand they would all 
jump out of the window. I re- 
turned here at the summons of 


the prisoner to testify in his be- 
half, with as gr^t alacrity as 1 
had come to testify against him. 
Have no sympathy for the acts 
of the prisoner; for his move- 
ment, on the contrary, I would 
be one of the first to bring him 
to punishment. But I regard 
Capt. Brown as a brave man, and 
being informed that he wanted 
me here as a witness, returned 
with pleasure. As a southern 
man, I came to state the facts 
about the case, so that northern 
men would have no opportunity 
of saying that southern men were 
unwilling to appear as witnesses 


thorities in command for to summon you to surrender; and, sir, T 
do it in the name of the Commonwealth of old Virginia — God bless 
her!’ 

^^^What terms do you offer?’ inquired Brown. 

" Terms !’ exclaimed S., ‘T heard nothing said about them, sir, by 
those who sent me. What terms do you want?’ 

" 'I want to be allowed,’ said Brown, Ho take my men and pris- 
oners across the bridge to Maryland and as far up the river as the 
lock-house (which was about a mile above) where I will release the 
prisoners unharmed, provided no pursuit shall be made until I get 
beyond that point.’ 

"To which S. replied by saying, ^Captain, you’ll have to put that 
down in writing.’ 

" ‘It’s too dark to write,’ answered Brown. 

"‘Pshaw!’ said S., ‘that’s nonsense, for you needn’t tell me that 
an old soldier like you hasn’t got all the modern conveniences. So, 
if you don’t write your terms down in black and white, I won’t take 
’em back to those who sent me.’ 

"Thereupon a light was struck in the engine house, and presently 
a piece of paper was handed out to S., on wJiich Brown Lad written 
what he wished to have accorded him. 

"The proposed terms were, of course, inadmissible, and after the 
paper containing them had been read by two or three of us, it was 
handed to Lawson Botts, who threw it contemptuously upon the 
floor, and placing his foot on it, said: 

"‘Gentlemen, this is adding insult to injuiy. I think we ought 
to storm the engine house and take those fellows without further 
delay.’ 

"But the representations of the released prisoners, already men- 
tioned, caused the contemplated assault to be postponed for the 
night.” Mr. Boeteler in the Century, July, 1885. 
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in behalf of one whose principles 
they abhorred.®® 

Israel Bussell. Was the bearer 
of a flag of truce from Brown’s 
party to the citizens of the Ferry 
and corroborated the facts stated 
by previous witness. 

Terence Bums. Was taken 
prisoner by Capt. Cook and two 
others; was one of the ten hos- 


tages confined in the engine 
house; Brown had five or six of 
his men there; he did not give 
any reason to us why we were 
put there, except that it was for 
his own safety; be said be did 
not think any attack would be 
made upon the ^engine house 
while hostages were there. 


Mr. Chilton submitted a motion that the prosecution in this case 
be compelled to elect one count of the indictment and abandon the 
others. The indictment consists of four counts, and is indorsed 
thus; ''An indictment for treason, and advising and conspiring 
with slaves and others to rebel;” the charge of treason is in the 
first, and the second count alleges a charge different from that which 
is indorsed on the back of the indictment, and which is upon rec- 
ord. The second count is under the following statute: "If a free 
person advise or conspire with a slave to rebel or mak>f an insur- 
rection, he shall be punished with death, whether such rebellion or 
insurrection be made or not.” 

But the second count of the indictment is that these parties, who 
are charged by the indictment, "conspired together,” witli other per- 
sons, to induce certain slaves, the property of Messrs. Allstadt and 
Washington, to make rebellion and insurrection. There is a broad 
distinction Wween advising and conspiring with slaves to rebel, 
and conspiring with others to induce slaves to rebel. Whether I am 
to avail myself of their irregularity by instruction from the Court 
to the jury to disregard this second count entirely, or whetheT it 
would be proper to wait until the conclusion of the trial, and then 
move in arrest of judgment, I leave his honor to decide. The pros- 
ecution should be compelled to elect one count and abandon the 
others. A hardship now rests upon the prisoner to meet various 
and distinct charges in the same trial. In a case of treason, diff- 
erent descriptions of treason could not be united in the same indict- 
ment: high treason could not be associated with other treason. Tf 
an inferior grade of the same character could not be included in 
separate counts, still less can offenses of higher grade. Treason in 
this country is high treason. Treason against the State of Virginia 
is treason against her sovereignty. We have no other description of 
treason, because treason can only be committed against sovereignty, 
whether that of the United States, or of a sovereign State. 

Mr. Harding. In regard to separate offenses being charged, these 
were but different parts of the same transaction. Treason against 


®®"For Captain Sinn’s 'manly and truthful’ testimony John 
Brown afterwards thanked him.” New York Tribune. October 31. 
1859. 
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the Government is properly made the subject of one of the counts. 
But we also have a count of murder, for it can hardly be supposed 
that treason can exist without beins: followed or accompanied by 
murder. Murder arose out of this treason, and was the natural re- 
sult of this bloody conspiracy; yet, after all the evidence has been 
given on all these points, the objection is made that w'e must con- 
fine ourselves to a single one of them. 

Mr. Hunter. The discretion of the Court compelling the prose- 
cution to elect on one count in the indictment, is only exercised 
where great embarrassment would otherwise result to the prisoner. 
As applied to this particular case, it involved this point, that not- 
withstanding the transaction as has been disclosed by tlie evidence, 
be one transaction, a continued, closely connected series of acts, 
which, according to our apprehension of the law of the land, in- 
volves the three great offenses of treason, conspiring with and ad- 
vising slaves to make insurrection, and the perpetration of murder, 
whether in a case of this character, it is right and proi>er for the 
Court to put the prosecution upon their election, as to one of the 
three, and bar us from investigation of the two otliers, although 
they relate to facts involved in one grand fact. Notwithstanding 
the multiplicity of duties devolving upon the prosecutor and assist- 
ant prosecutors, yet we have found time to be guarded and careful in 
regard to the mode of framing the indictment. It is my work, and T 
propose to defend it as right and pro]^er. Cliitty’s Criminal Law and 
Robinson’s Practice prove that the discretion of the Court there 
spoken of in reference to the furthering of the great object in view 
was the attainment of justice. Wliere the prisoner is not embarrassed 
in making his defense, tliLs discretion is not to be exercised by the 
Court, and no case can be showm wliere the whole ground of the in- 
dictment referred to one and the same transaction. This very case 
in point would show the absurdity of the principle, if it were as 
broad as contended for by my learned friend. As to tlie other point 
of objection, it is too refined and subtle for my poor intellect. 

Mr. Chilton. In order to ascertain what a party is tried for we 
must go to the finding of the Grand Jury. If tlie Grand Jury return 
an indictment charging the party with murder, finding a true bill for 
that, and he should be indicted for manslaughter or any other offense, 
the Court would not have jurisdiction to try him on that county in 
the indictment. And the whole question turns on the construction 
of the section of the statute which has been read, viz. : whether or 
not advising or consi»iring with .<<lavcs to rebel is a separate and dis- 
tinct offense from conspiring with other persons to induce it. 

The Court said the difference might perhaps be taken advantage 
of to move in arrest of judgment; but the jury had been charged 
and had been sworn to try the prisoners on the indictment as drawn. 
The trial must go on, and counsel could afterward move in arrest of 
judgment. As to the other objection, the very fact that the offense 
can be charged in different counts varrying the language and cir- 
cumstances, is based upon the idea that distinct offenses may be 
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charged in the same indictment. The prisoners are to be tried on 
the various counts as if they were various circumstances. There is 
no legal objectibn a^inst charging various crimes in the same in- 
dictment. The practice has been to put a party upon election where 
the prisoner would be embarrassed in his defense; but that is not 
the law. In this case, these offenses charged are all part of the 
same transaction, and no case is made out for the Court to interfere 
and put the parties upon an election. 

Mr. Chilton. We will reserve the motion as a basis for a motion 
in arrest of judgment. 

Mr. Griswold. The position of all the present counsel of the pris- 
oner is one of very great embarrassment. They had no disposition 
to interfere with the course of practice, but it was the desire of the 
defendant that the case should be argued. I supposed that counsel' 
could obtain sufficient knowledge of the evidence previously taken 
by reading notes of it. But it is now very nearly dark. If it was 
to be argued at all, 1 suppose the argument for the Commonwealth 
will probably occupy the attention of the Court until the usual time 
for adjournment, unless it was the intention to continue with a late 
evening session. From what has heretofore transpired I feel a 
delicacy in making any request of the Court, but knowing that the 
case is now ended, except for mere argument, I do not know that it 
would be asking too much for the Court to adjourn after the open- 
ing argument on behalf of the prosecution. 

Mr. Hunter. I bear testimony to the unexceptional manner in 
which the counsel who has just taken bis seat has conducted the ex- 
amination of witnesses today. It would afford me a very great 
pleasure in all ordinary cases to agree to the indulgence of such a 
request as the gentleman has just made, and which is entirely natural. 
But I am bound to remember and respectfully remind the Court 
that this state of things, which places counsel in a somewhat embar- 
rassing position in conducting the defense is purely and entirely the 
act of the prisoner. His counsel will not be responsible for it; the 
Court is not responsible for it, but the unfortunate prisoner is re- 
sponsible for his own act in dismissing his faithful, skillful, able 
and zealous counsel on yesterday afternoon. I would simply say 
that not only are the jurors kept away from their families by their 
delays, .but there cannot be a female in this county who, whether 
with a good eause or not, is not trembling with anxiety and appre- 
hension. While courtesy to the counsel and humanity to the pris- 
oner should have due weight, yet the Commonwealth has its rights, 
the community has its rights, the jury have their rights, and it is 
for his Honor to weigh these in opposite scales, and determine 
whether we should not go on and bring this ease to a dose tonight. 
We have until twelve o’clock to do it in. 

Mr. Chilton said their client desired that they should argue his 
case. It was impossible for him to do so now, and he could not allow 
himsdf to make an attempt at arg^ument on a case about which he 
knew so little. If he were to get up at all, it would be for the un- 
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•worthy purpose of wasting time. He had no such design ; but hav- 
ing undertaken this man’s cause, he very much desired to comply 
with his wishes. He would be the last man in the world to subject 
the jurors to inconvenience unnecessarily, but although tlie prisoner 
may have been to blame, may have acted foolishly, and may have 
had an improper purpose in so doing, still he could not see that he 
should therefore be forced to have his case submitted without argu- 
ment. In a trial for life and death, we should not be too precipitate. 

Judge Pabker consulted with the jurors, who expressed them- 
selves very anxious to get home. 

Judge Parker said he was desirous of trying this case precisely 
as he would try another, without any reference at all to outside 
feelings. 

Mr. Hoyt said that he was physically incapable of speaking to- 
night, even if fully prepared. He had worked very hard last night 
to ^t the law points*; until he fell unconscious from exhaustion and 
fatigue. For the last five days and nights he had only slept ten 
hours, and it seemed to him that justice to the person demanded the 
allowance of a little time in a case so extraordinary in all respects 
as this. 

The Court suggested that it might have the opening argument 
for the prosecution tonight, at any rate. 

Mr. Harding w^oiild not like to open the argument now, unless the 
case was to be finished tonight. He was willing, however, to submit 
the case to the Jury without a single word, believing they would do 
the prisoner justice. The prosecution had bcuni met not only on the 
threshold but at every step with obstructions to the })rogress of the 
case. If the case was not to be closed tonight, lie would like to ask 
the same indulgence given to the other side, that he might collate 
the notes of the evidence he had taken. 

The Court inquired what length of time the defense would require 
for argument on Monday morning. He could then decide whether 
to grant the request or not. 

Mr. Chilton stated that there would be only two speeches by him- 
self and Mr. Griswrold, not occupying more than two hours and a 
half in all. 

Mr. Hunter again entered an earnest protest against delay. 

The Court. Then you can go on yourselves. 

Mr. Harding commenced the opening argument for the Common- 
wealth, and spoke for about forty minutes. He reviewed the testi- 
mony as elicited during the examination, and dwelt for some time on 
the absurdity of the claim or expectation of the prisoner that he 
should have been treated according to the rules of honorable war- 
fare. Brown seemed to have lost sight of the fact that he was in 
command of a band of murderers and thieves, and had forfeited all 
right to protection of any kind. 

The Court adjourned at 5 o^clock until 9 oVslock Monday morning. 
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October 30. 

THE SPEECHES TO THE JURY. 

Mr. Oriswold. May it please your Honor and Gentlemen 
of the Jury: Since the adjournment of the court on Satur- 
day evening, I have paid such attention to the case as I rea- 
sonably could, and such as will enable me to condense my 
remarks within the shortest possible space, in accordance with 
the arrangements mutually entered into. I feel as though an 
hour was, however, a very limited time to discuss the many 
questions that are intimatdy connected with the considera- 
tion of this important case. At the same time I fed perfectly 
satisfied that I can do more justice to it, with the opportunity 
afforded me by the delay that was kindly granted by the 
Court, than I could possibly have done when I was so unpre- 
pared for it. Gentlemen, the prisoner at the bar is charged 
with four offenses, or rather I may say there are four counts 
charged against him, three of which are for distinct offenses, 
one of which is charged in two different counts. Counsel for 
the State did not specify particularly the grounds upon which 
he did this. First, however, the defendant is charged with 
treason, and is so charged in nearly all the forms of treason 
required by law. In the second count he is charged with 
conspiring, and is thus indicted with certain other persons 
for conspiring to induce slaves to rebel and make insurrec- 
tion. In the same count he is charged with aiding and ad- 
vising slaves to rebel and make insurrection, etc. In the 
third count he is charged with murder — with willful and de- 
liberate murder. In the fourth count he stands charged, with 
four other persons, three of whom are charged with murder, 
and the fifth with aiding and abetting, and that therefore 
they were all guilty of the crime of murder. 

There is one crime preferred here against the prisoner to 
which I will briefiy advert, in a manner personal to -myself. I 
do not know, although I am a stranger, that it is necessaiy 
for me to say that I have no sympathy wl^tever with any man 
who could he guilty of such an offense as is diarged here. I 
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would not say this but for the fact that I am an utter strangler 
here ; and having made that remark, perhaps it may be proper 
for me to make one more: Allusion was made by witnesses to 
the state of the public feeling prevailing in the North upon 
this subject. A similar allusion was made by the Common- 
wealth ’s attorney in his remarks, which he submitted to you 
the other day. It is therefore not out of place for me to say, 
that so far as I know the state of the public sentiment in the 
North, and I think I know something of it, for my business 
and calling bring me into association with all classes of people 
— ^it is, therefore, I say, not inappropriate for me to say that 
there is no sentiment in the North in accordance with that of 
the defendant, or anybody else who may be guilty of the of- 
fenses charged in that indictment. There may be those, here 
and there, who feel that similar scenes to those which lately 
occurred, may from time to time be brought about; but 
whether the result of interference from abroad, or the spon- 
taneous outgushing from within the Southern states them- 
selves, it is a subject of deep regret that there should be any 
fear or danger of such things. And while they believe that 
such things may happen, they believe it with regret ; and it is 
their anxious hope that these feelings which they deem to 
exist, may be removed peacefully and effectually. 

But, gentlemen, I stand here to defend this man as I would 
any other man charged with offenses against this State, when 
called upon to do so. I ask you, gentlemen, to take the testi- 
mony in view of the law as given you by the Court, and to 
weigh it carefully and deliberately. I say to you, not in the 
language of the prosecuting attorney, to glide over it, but to 
investigate it clearly, and say whether the offenses charged 
against the prisoner have been committed by him or not, and 
whether they are sustained by the evidence. I feel consider- 
able embarrassment iii coming before a jury to defend a pris- 
oner against charges of this kind under circumstances which 
are patent to you all. I know that you have been selected for 
the high duty as men competent to try the issue, and as men of 
sufficient integrity and honesty of purpose to rise above the 
prejudices, the passions and the feelings of every description 
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which surround you. But yet, you are in the midst of a com- 
munity which^ I am informed since I took part in this trial, is 
greatly excited; and even since I came into this court that 
fact has been brought to your mind. 

The counsel for the prosecution told you, the other day, 
that anxious faces were hanging around the edurt house, in- 
voking a verdict of condemnation upon the prisoner. His dis- 
tinguished associate told you that not a lady in the county 
felt herself safe while things were in the condition they were 
now in. If this be so, then I say to you that the greater cau- 
tion is required at your hands in giving this question a fair 
and impartial consideration. I was rejoiced to hear that the 
universal sentiments throughout the country is that the un- 
fortunate man should have a fair trial. I was rejoiced to see 
that sentiment echoed throughout the whole State, through 
your Governor, that he should have a fair trial. I have no 
doubt that it is the firm intention of every member of the 
jury to give him a fair and impartial trial. But, gentlemen, 
what is meant by a fair trial ? It is not that the mere forms 
of law should be invoked, because that is well known, no mat- 
ter what the evidence may be — because, I say, it is well known 
that these forms are but the pathway to the scaffold. I do 
not mean that the mere forms of a fair trial should be ob- 
served. Why ? Because they may be used merely to conceal, 
for the time being, the gallows that looms behind. I do 
mean that he shall have not only the forms of a fair trial, but 
that every principle of law and justice shall be made avail- 
able and every particle of evidence introduced by himself or 
by the State shall get its fair weight and consideration in his 
behalf. 

A man charged with the grave offenses alleged against the 
prisoner, must be convicted only by the clearest and the most 
satisfactory and conclusive evidence, such as cannot leave a 
reasonable doubt on the mind of any one juror. I propose, 
therefore, gentlemen, briefly to consider the evidence as it 
applies to the law, which I hold should be applicable in this 
case. In doing so, I caimot go into details, but can advert 
only to the evidence generally, asking you, when you retire 
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to your room, to inquire whether this, that, or the other cir- 
cumstance has been proved, which is essential to convict the 
prisoner. My first remark has relation to all the offenses 
charged in the indictment ; and it is set forth upon the record 
that all those offenses were committed within the jurisdiction 
of this Court, and within the County of Jefferson, in this State. 
Now, gentlemen, this is a matter to be proven. I have read the 
notes of the evidence, and I can find no proofs whatever upon 
this point. There have been proofs that the offenses said to 
have been committed took place at Harper’s Ferry, or in the 
neighborhood of Harper’s Perry. But where is Harper’s 
Ferry? The Court takes judicial notice of something which 
it says occurred in a certain place within its jurisdiction. But 
this must be proved, and I maintain it has not been proved. 

Therefore I say, that the jury impanelled to try the matter 
set forth in this indictment must have every fact submitted to 
them proved beyond a doubt. They cannot take, and ought 
not to take, anything on trust. They know nothing, except 
that which is detailed in evidence. Not that every fact essen- 
tial must be proved, but those facts must be proved from 
which inferences may legitimately be drawn. I say, there- 
fore, gentlemen, you have no right, from any knowledge you 
may have obtained elsewhere, to say that these offenses, as al- 
leged, have been committed within the limits of the county of 
Jefferson; and I ask that the Court will so direct you. In my 
State, the form is to ask the Court to charge the jury ; here, I 
believe, the requisition is to instruct the jury. We demand, 
on behalf of the prisoner, that the jurisdiction be proven. We 
maintain that it is as necessary to do so, as to prove the firing 
of a gun, the seizing of a slave, or the commission of any of 
the acts laid in the indictment. If any of the offenses are 
conimitted elsewhere than within the, jurisdiction of this Court, 
then the charges set forth have no existence, upon which this 
prisoner is sought to be convicted. Therefore, I say again, 
that this assumed jurisdiction must be proven. Having stated 
this much, I will proceed to other points. 

The first offense charged is treason. Here I again raise a 
point without designing to argue it. I state it that it may be 
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understood that both myself and the learned counsel with 
whom I am associated agree entirely in our views upon that 
point, leaving it to be discussed at length by him. I allude 
to it now merely to afford the learned counsel who will close 
the arguments for the State, ample time to reflect upon and 
consider it. The charge laid in the first count is treason. 

Now, my point is that no man is guilty of treason, unless 
he be a citizen of the State or Government against which the 
treason so alleged has been committed. I state the point, and 
I say to you, gentlemen, if the Court rules, as we claim it is 
bound to do, that this man is not a citizen, that consequently 
he cannot be guilty of treason against the State. Rebellion 
means *the throwing off allegiance to some constituted author- 
ity. But we maintain that this prisoner was not bound by 
any allegiance to this State, and could not, therefore, be guilty 
of rebellion against it. But I will pass from this part of the 
subject. Now, with regard to treason, several things are 
said to constitute treason, one of which is levying war against 
the State; and that is one of the diarges laid in the indict- 
ment. But, gentlemen, there is a great difference between 
levying war and resisting authority; and this is a matter I 
particularly wish you to bear in mind. A man may resist 
authority with ever so much violence, and bloodshed may en- 
sue from such resistance, but that is not treason. It may hap- 
pen, and it does happen, where men congregate together for 
the purpose of perpetrating a crime. They associate for that 
purpose, and they have their rules and regulations, and all the 
dements of an organization, and yet if assailed in the com- 
mission of crime and they defend themselves to the utmost 
and with great sacrifice to the lives of themsdves and their 
fellow-citizens whom they resist, that is resistance, but that 
is not levying war. And how is it here T These men, it ap- 
jiears, assembled at a certain place, as the defendant himself 
indeed admits they did, and from that admission he does not 
dirink, for the purpose of running away with daves. That is 
a crime, and for that crime he is amenable to the laws of your 
State, and for which yon can punish him to the detent of that 
law. 



JOHN BROWN 


r83 


The facts, then, are these : For the purpose of carrying out 
his illegal design — ^the canying away of slaves from the State 
—he takes temporaiy possession of the arsenal and public 
buildings at Harper’s Ferry, and while there attempts were 
made by the citizens, for which I do not blame them, to attack 
them and drive them off. It was then, and in resisting these 
attempts on the part of the citizens, that this man and those 
associated with him had recourse to arms, and in the conflict 
which ensued, blood was shed and lives were taken. But that 
is not levying war against the Commonwealth of Virginia, al- 
though it was resisting with arms that which was claimed to 
be the lawful authority of Virginia, seeking to arrest these 
men assembled in violation of law. But such things have 
happened frequently. You have heard of the jails of the 
eountry being broken open by armed bands, and persons con- 
flned therein, under the shelter and protection of the law, 
dragged from them and executed in defiance of the law. There 
have been instances where men acquitted by a jury of the 
eountiy of the crime alleged against them, have been thus exe- 
cuted, the jail broken open and the authority of the Sheriff' 
trampled under foot; but this was not levying war. 

Besisting with arms the constituted authority of the State 
is not levying war, although murder may arise out of it, 
though not at first contemplated. In violent acts of this kind 
death may ensue in commission of the crime, even when 
bloodshed was not necessarily contemplated by the offenders. 
In many States of the Union we have, as well as here, cases of 
kidnaping, and we have instances of resistance to the author- 
ity of the law seeking to arrest the person charged, and blood- 
shed has ensued ; but this is not levying war — ^it is simply re- 
sisting the authority of the law. 

Now let us inquire whether the bffenses charged in this in- 
dictment are a levying of war, or simply resisting with a high 
hand the constituted authorities of the land. It is said that 
there was an organized government, and that charge is sought 
to be sustained by evidence, particularly by a pamphlet that 
has been produced, and which was taken from the person of 
prisoner. But, gentlemen, it would not necessarily fol- 
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low that overthrowing the Commonwealth of Virginia was 
contemplated "by anything which appears in that pamphlet. 
How many harmless organizations have existed in the world 
at various times, surrounded with all the outside forms and 
machinery of government aye, even as harmless things as de- 
bating societies have been so organized, congresses created, 
resolutions and laws discussed, and any one reading the bulle- 
tins and reports issued from time to time from these associa- 
tions would say, why here is a miniature government within 
the very limits of our State. No matter what name they may 
take, no matter under what form of organization they are 
bound together, no matter what offices they may create, it is 
not a proof of crime against the State. 

These men named in the indictment have been character- 
ized by the attorney as a marauding, thieving, murderous 
elan; and surely it is not such people that could subvert a 
government and raise another upon its mins. Such associa- 
tions as I allude to, have their laws and regulations, and even 
they prescribe death for violation of their laws. But that does 
not contemplate the overthrow of any existing legitimate 
government, but only an association for governing, control- 
ling and directing themselves in their dealings with one an- 
other, but having no purpose or idea whatever of overthrow- 
ing, usurping or destroying the legitimate government. But 
I will remark further, with reference to this matter, that you 
cannot find this man guilty of treason except you have it 
proven incontestably before you that he was associated with 
others for the purpose and with the object of overthrowing 
and of organizing a government, and to subvert the Common- 
wealth of Virginia. 

Now, I say with reference to that book so much rdied upon 
by the prosecution, that if it proves anything it proves that 
the attempt, if any such was designed, was to establidi a 
government in opposition to the Government of the United 
States, and not subvert the Commonwealth of Virginia. All 
the terms used, all the officers to be appointed, have reference 
to a government like the United States. The pamphlet does 
not say what territory this association, or government, is to 
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exercise jurisdiction over. Its proposed empire is not defined. 
It has fixed no territorial limits, and, therefore, if it means 
anything at all, it alludes to the government of the whole 
United States in general, and not to this State, or any other 
in particular. But as this book or code of laws has been put 
in evidence, I tell you, gentlemen, that you must not select 
any particular part of it — you must take it all as evidence, 
every part of it must be taken, one part as much as another, 
except the prosecution produce evidence satisfactorily con* 
tradieting any portion of it. From the contents of that book 
it is clear that these men did not contemplate the overthrow 
of the State Government, but simply an amendment or repeal 
of obnoxious laws, or what they deemed to be such. I speak 
of this matter because you are compelled to find that the pris- 
oner was guilty of all those matters contained in the several 
counts. But they have failed in establishing any one of these 
charges. 

The prosecution say that he is guilty of giving aid and 
comfort to the enemies of the Commonwealth, and that is the 
only specific charge they have made on fact. And how do 
they attempt to support it T Did not the prisoner, they say, ac- 
tually send to the tavern and procure provisions and feed the 
enemies of the Commonwealth? Did he not feed the slaves, 
and are they not enemies of the State? Was not that act, 
therefore, furnishing aid and comfort to the enemy? I was 
surprised to hear this part of the subject commented upon. I 
was surprised that in that connection, by an association of 
ideas no doubt very ingenious and felicitous if they could be 
traced out, he burst forth into that sublime apostrophe to 
freedom which the prosecuting attorney delivered the other 
evening in tones and actions and language of such surpassing 
eloquence that none who heard him might be told that he had 
received his inspiration in the State which urns the ashes of 
Patrick Henry. And when I remember the cause we are hei’e 
trying, and the circumstances which surround it, I remember 
also the appeal that that gentleman made to you, presenting a 
daguerreotype to your view of the anxious faces which hung 
around the court, invoking a verdict on the prisoner. But 
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that style of appeal was not confined to the prosecuting attor- 
ney alone. His distinguished associate, gentlemen, presented 
to you a touching picture of dishevelled tresses of frightened 
beauty, enough to excite the feelings and shatter the nerves of 
any one. I can but rejoice, gentlemen, that his stirring tones 
were not echoed from hill top to hill top, from mountain to 
mountain, to excite and spread alanh from one end of the 
State to the other ; but that, on the contrary, they died away 
within these walls. 

(Gentlemen of the jury, the prisoner is charged with having 
given aid and comfort to the enemies of the State, and in de- 
spair, they are driven to rely upon this charge, for it is the 
only one specifically made. But I will leave this part of the 
case, and proceed. The prisoner is charged with conspiring 
with slaves to rebel and make insurrection. Here, again, we 
are bound to make the same distinction in regard to treason. 
There is a manifest distinction between the effort made 
to run away with slaves, or inducing them to run away, 
and an attempt to excite them to rebellion and insurrection. 
Now, what is meant by insurrection and rebellion ? It means 
a rising up of slaves against the authority of their masters — 
not a running away, although freedom may be the ultimate 
object. But it means a rising up against the masters, against 
the whites, against the State. Insurrection contemplates riot, 
robbery, murder, arson, and all the crimes which follow insur- 
rection, more especially a servile insurrection. Now, what 
are the facts of the case f I cannot discuss them ; but I will 
ask you, as men disposed to do justice to the State, to sit down 
and inquire among yourselves if any one witness has testified 
of aught showing that Brown or his associates said or did any- 
thing to any one slave to induce him to rise in rebellion? 

What was it that was really done in this matter? Slaves 
were taken possession of, and for a temporary purpose placed 
in the arsenal or some of the public buildings at Harper’s 
Feriy. But what was the evidence of Col. Washington him- 
self who testified more on this subject than any other person? 
He says that not a slave seemed to have a heart in the mat- 
ter. The slaves themselves did nothing. They were taken 
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there, and there they qtuetly remained. The only dave that 
lifted his hand was old Phil, Mr. Allstadt’s servant, who, ac- 
cording to my recollection, and at the suggestion of Brown, 
the prisoner, drilled some portholes in the wall. And let me 
here remark, that the law as regards rebellion is the same as 
regards treason. A man may be engaged in an illegal act; 
any body of men, any body of slaves may be so engaged, and 
they may resist the lawful authorities sent against them, even 
to the shedding of blood, and yet it is not rebellion nor trea- 
son. Let us suppose that a body of slaves are seeking to es- 
cape ; they are aided in that attempt by a body of white men ; 
their escape may be effected by white men — they are pur- 
sued by the authorities of the State, their capture is attempted 
— they resist, and defend themselves even to the loss of life ; 
yet that does not constitute rebellion — ^they are amenable to 
punishment, but not to the penalty of rebellion. This is all 
I need to say upon this subject. 

The next crime charged against the prisoner is m!urder. 
Now, there are nine specifications of murder in the first de- 
gree. Five of these come under the head of murder in the 
first degree as premeditated murder, which is punishable with 
death ; four others, where death happens without it being the 
original intention of the party to commit murder, but which, 
however, come under the head of first degree, if the party was 
at the time in the commission of some other offense — such as 
rape, arson, robbery or burglary. If a party is engaged in the 
commission of any of these crimes, and death, though not de- 
signed, ensues, then the offender is liable to the penalty of 
death. Now, as regards the death of the citizens at Harper’s 
Ferry, when they took place, the prisoner and his men were 
not engaged in the commission of any of these offenses — such 
as arson, rape, robbery or burglary. If they were there in re- 
sistance to the authority of the laws of Virginia— -if, while 
resisting that authority these deaths ensued, was there that 
premeditated malice aforethought which the law requires to 
make a man guilty of murder T There was one death ensued 
in the early part of the first night at Harper’s Ferry, but how 
it happened no one knows-»— whether by accident or not. Nor 
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can it be known, whether he was accidentally shot by one of 
Brown’s party. or by one of the citizens themselves. The night 
was dark, and his death might have been accidental or other- 
wise; but now none can tell. I can only say as my client 
says to me on this subject: “Why should we shoot a negrof 
— ^that was not our object.” And so I say. 

Glentlemen, you cannot believe for one moment — you do not 
believe; the evidence will not allow yon to believe; the law 
will not allow you to believe — ^that there was any malice or 
deliberate intention to shoot that negro, if he was shot by 
Brown’s party at all; and, therefore, gentlemen, I shall pass 
that charge by without further comment. Should I be asked 
why this man should not be brought within the jurisdiction 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia so as to punish him — ^was 
he to go acquit by justice for his offenses T — ^my answer 
would at once be: No, gentlemen, not for one moment. All 
I ask of you is that he be charged and convicted according to 
your own laws. This Commonwealth of Virginia has made 
laws to protect her citizens — ^has made laws which hedge them 
round and protect them on every side. She has within the 
borders of her population made such laws as she deems all- 
sufiSeient for the protection of that species of property which 
some, perhaps, would wi^ to deprive her citizens of. But 
whatever may be done hereafter; whatever may be considered 
necessary for the protection of life and property in time to 
come, it is the boast of our institutions that no man can be 
punished beyond what the law allows. If the punishmmit 
is not severe enough ; if it is not ample enough, broad enough, 
will the law rest until it is properly remedied f The law can 
be made and altered from time to time, so as to meet every 
emergency of the State. If, then, your rights, your interests, 
your property, your lives are not sufficiently protected, there 
is a power in this grand old Commonwealth sufficient to pro- 
tect them at all times. We, however, have no ex post facto 
law. We punish no man but by virtue of the law as it exists at 
the time the alleged offense was committed. The prisoner at 
the bar is amenable to your laws. None can deny that fhrame 
your indictment against him today, ch a rging him with en- 
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ticing away your slaves, with interfering with that species 
of property, and his confessions are as thick as the leaves 
upon your forest trees that he was among you for that pur- 
pose. Frame your indictment, and the moment it is read 
he will plead guilty to it and submit to the penalty of his 
crime without a murmur. But contemplating nothing more, 
dreaming of nothing more, he asks that the aegis of your laws 
may be thrown around him ; not that he flinches from his fate, 
whatever that may be, but that he may not be stigmatized 
with guilt of crimes which he never contemplated, and which 
he believes in his heart he never committed. Of course, as 
the law has been violated it must be vindicated — ^that I under- 
stand, and so docs he. It is not true that public feeling and 
sentiment demand his immolation. It is not true that the 
public safety requires that he should be punished contrary to 
law. I speak thus in vindication of your own laws. I desire 
to preserve them unsullied and unstained, and that they be 
not perverted or distorted to suit this case, and to do a wrong 
instead of being applied to the punishment of what is wrong. 
I cannot shut my eyes to the fact that the statute and the law 
will not justify this man’s conviction on the charges laid 
down in the indictment. 

And why should this wrong be attempted? It is not true 
that there is any danger from the popular feeling. It is not true 
that there is danger to the State, either from within or with- 
out. Think of it, gentlemen, calmly and dispassionately. 
Here stands a man of whom you know something. He is a 
man of indomitable will, of sleepless energy of purpose, pos- 
sessed of a spirit of perseverance that turns back from no 
difficulty, and endowed with a constitution that will endure 
and overcome everything. He, with all these qualities fltting 
him for such an enterprise, was engaged for months and 
months prosecuting it, and how did he succeed? Despite of 
all his efforts, despite those energies of mind and body which 
he threw into the work, and that unbending will of his which 
never faltered nor slept, he was able throughout the length 
and breadth of the United States to gather round his stan- 
dard some twenty-one men, both black and white. Can it be 
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sapposed, gentlemen, for a moment, that there is fear to be 
apprehended from each a man, who, in the zenith of his 
power, when he had a name in history, and when something 
might be hoped for the cause in whicdi he was engaged, could 
only, throughout the whole .country, raise twenty-one ment 

Is it to be supposed for a moment, I ask, nbw, when he is 
struck down to the earth, his few followers scattered or de- 
stroyed — now, when the fact is known that the South is 
alarmed and armed in every direction ready to repel any en- 
terprise of this kind, that anything is to be feared f No, gen- 
tlemen, there is not the remotest danger of your ever again 
witnessing in your State anything akin to that which lately 
occurred. I do not know whether it is necessary for me to 
piake these remarks. I know it is the duty of the jury to be 
blind to everything that bears not upon the case. Justice is 
represented as blind, seeing nothing, but dealing only with the 
facts which relate to the case. I believe you will take this 
case and deal with it fairly, and dispose of it under the ruling 
of the Court. We heard during the progress of this investi- 
gation, reference made to the conduct of some parties who 
took an active part in the late events at Harper’s Perry. But, 
gmitlemen, the courage spoken of was physical courage, that 
courage which would induce men, whenever necessary, to 
face danger, no matter from what quarter it might come or in 
whatever form it might present itself. This courage com- 
mends itself to your highest regard. This is physical cour- 
age. 

But there is another sort of courage which soars far above 
that which is mere physical. It is moral courage. It is a 
courage which will enable the tigie man, who is blessed with 
it, to raise himself above the influence of prejudice, self- 
interest, or popular excitement. It is a courage that with- 
stands all temptations, and fearlesdy rises above the petty 
considerations which influence more ignoble TwinHa It stands 
unflinchingly to meet the seething waves of populajr excite- 
ment, of commotion, and will not be turned aside from that 
which is humane and truthful. Now, gentlemen, if there be 
anything of this kind in your hearts — ^if you sappose there is 
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anything more required than simple justice to be meted out 
to this unfortunate man — ^you have this day an opportunity of 
exhibiting that true moral courage of which I have spoken; 
and through the longest day you have to live you will value 
nothing more precious than the remembrance of the fact that 
you acted rightly, and justly, and mercifully in the day of 
danger. 

You, gentlemen, have this day a great opportunity of evinc- 
ing true moral courage by dealing with this case as I have 
feebly pointed out, if you can do so justly, and preserving 
your oaths intact. Whatever you do, preserve your honor un- 
tarnished; preserve also the integrity and reputation of the 
Commonwealth, so long renowned for her justice, for truth 
and for chivalry unstained. I feel, gentlemen, that I have not 
done justice to the case ; but I have said what I desired to say, 
situated as 1 am, closing simply with these remarks, which I 
make on behalf of my client, and at his request, that he has 
not a particle of exception to take to the testimony of the 
witnesses examined during the trial. He deems it only a won- 
der amid the excitement of these scenes, that the troth, as he 
declares it to be, should be so fully developed. He believed 
that the desire of one and all of the witnesses was to do him 
ample justice ; that whenever they could speak in commenda- 
tion of his (Brown’s) humanity, in the means he had taken to 
spare the effusion of blood, and to preserve from harm his 
prisoners, they came cheerfully forward to do it. He desires 
also, as the least he can do, to express his grateful thanks to 
Captain Simms, who voluntarily came forward from another 
State, because, as he said, he wished to see justice done to a 
brave old man. Qentlemen, with these remarks I submit the 
c^, as far as I am concerned, into your hands. 

Mr. Chilton spoke of the embarrassment with which he un- 
dertook the case. He intended to do his duty faithfully, and 
had come to deal with the prisoner not as Captain Brown, 
leader of this foray, but simply as a prisoner under the charge 
of violating the law. If that law did not warrant a convic- 
tion, he should endeavor to make that appear to the jury. 
Still, he would say that he had no sympathy with the prisoner. 
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His birth and residence, until within a few years, had been in 
Virginia, in connection with the institution of slavery. Al- 
though now a resident of the District of Columbia, he had 
returned to his native State to spend the remainder of his 
days, and mingle his dust with her soil. No other motive 
operated on him than a disinterested one to do Kis duty faith- 
fully. He regretted the excitement respecting the case, but 
was glad to hear the judge say on Saturday that he desired to 
try this case precisely like others. He desired, and the whole 
State, and the whole South desired, that the trial should be 
fair, and it had been fair. Circumstances had interrupted its 
progress. 

Counsel were here without proper preparation, but indul- 
gence had been granted, and they made no complaint. They 
should do the best they could under the circumstances, and 
could not complain of the excitement. It was natural. He 
hoped it would not interfere with the course of justice, or cast 
a stain upon the bar of the State. The jury had sworn they 
were unbiased, and he presumed they would firmly discharge 
their oaths in bringing in a verdict. He could not understand, 
from the opening of the prosecution, on what grounds these 
charges against the prisoner were attempted to be sustained. 
The Commonwealth attorney indulged in a strain of abuse of 
the prisoner, and pronounced sentence on him without wait- 
ing the verdict of the .lury, thus usurping 'the place of the 
judge. There were three distinct charges. The first was of 
treason*. This was an offense at common law. The word is 
derived from a French word, signifying betrayal. Treason 
means betrayal of trust or confidence, the violation of fidelity 
or allegiance to the Commonwealth. He maintained that 
treason could not be committed against a Commonwealth ex- 
cept by a citizen thereof. 

In the present case, the whole proof shows that this pris- 
oner is not a citizen of Virginia, and he therefore cannot be 
found guilty of treason. The indictment charges the prisoners 
with committing every act composing treason. They are 
charged with levying war against the State, and exciting 
slaves to insurrection ; but there was no proof that they com- 
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mitted these acts charged — no proof that they resisted any 
process issued against them as violators of authority of the 
Commonwealth. They- were rather guilty of resisting Colonel 
Lee, which was resistance to the Federal Government, and 
not to the Commonwealth. He had read carefully the pre- 
pared Provisional Constitution, and regarded it as ridiculous 
nonsense — a wild, chimerical production. It could only be 
produced by men of unso^iiid minds. It defines no territory 
over which it is intended to operate, and says that we, that is 
the signers of the document, not all citizims of the United 
States, do establish the following Provisional Government. 
"What is it? It is an association or co-partnershi]) ; they are 
to own property in common and regulate its tenures; it did 
not contemplate a Government, but merely a voluntary asso- 
ciation to abolish slavery; did not even undertake to levy 
taxes, which is essential to any Government. It does not ap- 
pear that this association was to be established in Virginia, 
or where it was to go into effect. This was not treason. Is it 
the adoption of a Constitution or establishment of a Govern- 
ment? By no means. Those parties had a mere imaginary 
Government to govern themselves, and nobody else, just like 
governing a military company or a debating society. Even 
if they intended to set up a government over the other, they 
did not do it. 

There was a principle that every piece of evidence was to 
be construed most favorably to the accused, who should have 
the benefit of every doubt. In considering the evidence they 
must consider the whole of it — ^they must take the declara- 
tions of the prisoner in his own favor as well as against him- 
self. Now look at the 45th Article of this Provisional Consti- 
tution, which expressly declares that the foregoing articles 
ahall not be construed to encourage the overthrow of any State 
Government or General Government, and lead to a dissolution 
of the Union, but simply as amendment and repeal. This was 
on evidence before the jury, being submitted by the prosecu- 
tion. Again, the prisoner is charged with conspiring with 
daves to make an insurrection. No proofs show that the 
daves entered into a ctmspiraey, and unless that was the ease 
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there was no conspiracy. One party cannot conq>ire alone. 
Each charge is to be considered alone by the jury. If they 
believe the evidence, it does not warrant the conviction of 
treason, and they must consider the charge of conspiracy just 
as if no charge of treason had been made. 

One count in the indictment was not to be brought in to aid 
another. He considered the prisoner had a right to be tried 
on one charge at a time, and .entirely disconnected with any 
other. The Court had, however, overruled the motion on 
Saturday, and hence the importance of making this point dear 
to the jury, so that they might not confuse the various of- 
fenses, and the evidence relating to each. Next as to murder. 
It was a very singular way of making an indictment. Five 
prisoners are charged with the murder of four men. That 
they might have jointly done it he could understand ; but that 
they could severally have done it, he declared it was almost 
impossible for the prisoner to make a defense against such a 
charge. It was too loose and vague. By the laws of Virginia 
there was but one specific murder punishable as capital, and 
that was deliberate, premeditated murder. The prosecution 
charged the prisoner with murder in the first degree, but he 
argued that the evidence in this case did not sustain the 
charge. The prisoner’s conduct in the engine house showed 
no malice, according to the testimony of Col. Washington 
and Mr. Allstadt. 

However ridiculous his project, which it would seem could 
never have entered the mind of a sane man, he might still 
have believed he could carry out that project without blood- 
shed. At any rate, no sane man could suppose he expected, 
with a mere handful of men, to accomplish his object by force, 
and it is but fair to take his declarations, especially when 
compared with his acts, that he intended to shed no blood, ex- 
cept in self-defense, unless you should believe, beyond the 
slightest doubt, that those declarations were untrue, and that 
the prisoner was actuated by malice in taking the lives of 
those who never did him harm, and against whom no cause 
for malice existed. As to Hayward, there was no proof as to 
Eow he met his death, or who killed him, or for what cause; 
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and as his colleague had remarked, the prisoner had no motive 
to kill negroes. The subsequent contest resulted in the loss 
of life, but the prisoner endeavored to avoid that conflict for 
the purpose of saving life, and therefore could not have been, 
actuated by malice, which is necessary to constitute murder 
in the first degree. 

Even if the prisoner were guilty of murder in the second 
degree, or manslaughter, yet neither was a capital crime, and 
not the crime charged in the indictment. He did not know 
but that Brown was justified in returning the fire when fired 
upon under the circumstances. It was a sort of self-defense, 
and very probably, had a little more time been allowed, these 
men could have been taken into custody without loss of life. 
He charged the jury to look on this case, as far as the law 
would allow, with an eye favorable to the prisoner; and when 
their verdict should be returned, he trusted that cveiy man 
in the community would acquiesce in it. TTnless the majesty 
of the law were supported, dissolution of the Union must 
soon ensue, with all the evils which much necessarily follow in 
its train. 

Mr. Hunter said he proposed to argue this casc precisely 
like any other. He had hoped the counsel for the defense 
would have omitted to interpolate any outside matters, and, 
to a great extent, he had been gratified. One remark he 
would allude to in the opening speech of the defense this 
morning, where he had been represented as having drawn the 
picture of the disheveled locks of an alarmed beauty. His 
friend had done him some injustice, in attributing to him a 
design of exciting alarm, or disturbing the minds of the peo- 
ple unnecessarily. He had endeavored to march straight for- 
ward, with the sole purpose of discharging his duty, in pro- 
curing the attainment of justice in respect to the prisoners. 
He would commend to Mr. Griswold the testimony he had 
borne at the opening of the Court, that not only have the 
forms of a fair trial been extended to the prisoner, but the 
substance also; that, in the midst of all temptations to the 
contrary, in the midst of all the solid reasons that have been 
ui^^ by a different course — I do not mean an irregular course 



796 


VI. AMERICAN STATE TRIALS. 


•—A different legid and constitutional course by the Governor 
of Virginia, might have been pursued by declaring martial 
law and administering drumhead justice. That the Chief 
Magistrate has taken high conservative ground, we, as Vir- 
ginians, are justly proud of, and that we did not force this 
thing beyond what prudence requires of us, tfnd that in re- 
gard to the power and patriotism of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia we are sufficient for it, come when it may, and in 
whatever form. 

Now as to the objections as to the power of this Court to try 
a case where the offense was committed. It was hardly nec- 
essary to show that it was within the county of Jefferson, and 
within the jurisdiction of this Court. There was a law in Vir- 
ginia making the Potomac River the boundary between Mary- 
land and Virginia, and giving either State power, by a solemn 
compact, to execute a criminal process to the further bank. 
These matters, which are contained in the Code of Virginia, 
it was unnecessaiy to prove by witnesses. The jury could read 
the Code for themselves. Another law defined the limits of 
Jefferson County, showing that it embraced the locality where 
these events occurred, and giving jurisdiction to this Court. 
It was hinted in a preliminary stage of the proceedings, and 
an attempt was made to argue, that the United States held 
an exclusive jurisdiction over the armory grounds, but no 
stress was now laid on that point, because not one murder out 
of the four lives taken was committed on the armory grounds. 

Mr. Hunter took up the argument of treason, which he 
understood to be that none but an attache of the Common- 
wealth can commit treason against it. It is limited to no par- 
ties — ^it does not require that the offender should be a citizen 
according to our system of government, and the complicated 
machinery of Federal and State governments, under which we 
live. In some respects, we are unfortunately bound to rec- 
ognize as citizens of Virginia those who have proven them- 
selves within our borders, as in this case, and without them, 
as in others, our deadliest enemies. The Constitution of the 
United States provides that citizens of each State shall be 
entitled to all the immunities of citizens of the several States. 
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Brown came here with the immunities ^ven by the Constitu- 
tion. He did not come divested of the responsibilities belong- 
ing to those immunities. Let the word treason mean breach of 
trust, and did he not betray that trust with which, as a citi- 
Mn, he is invested when within our borders! By the Federal 
Constitution, he was a citizen when he was here, and did that 
bond of Union — ^which may ultimately prove a bad bond to us 
in the South — ^allow him to come into the bosom of the Com- 
monwealth, with the deadly purpose of applying the torch 
to our buildings and shedding the blood of our citizens! 
Again, our Code defines who are citizens of Virginia, as all 
those white persons born in any other State of this Union 
who may become residents here. The evidence in this case 
shows, without a shadow of a question, that when this man 
came to Virginia and planted his feet on Harper’s Ferry, 
he came there to reside and hold the place permanently. It 
is true that he occupied a farm four or five miles off, in Mary- 
land, a short time since, but not for the legitimate purpose of 
establishing his domicil there. It was for the nefarious pur- 
pose of rallying forces into this Commonwealth, and estab- 
lishing himself at Harper’s Ferry as a starting point for a 
new Government. Whatever it was, whether tragical, or far- 
cical and ridiculous, as his counsel has presented it, his con- 
duct showed, if his declarations were insufficient, that it was 
not alone for the purpose of carrying off slaves that he came 
there. His Provisional Government was a real thing, and no 
debating society, as his counsel would have us believe, and 
in holding office under it, and exercising its functions, he was 
clearly guilty of treason. The 46th section has been referred 
to, as lowing it was not treasonable, but he supposed that 
that meant that the new government was to be a union of 
separate States like the present,, with the difference that all 
were to be free States. The whole document must be taken 
together. The property of slaveholders was to be confis- 
cated all over the South, and any man found in arms was to 
be shot down. Their conduct at Harper’s Ferny looked like 
insanity, but there was too much method in Brown’s madness. 
His purposes were too well matured, and he and his party 
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declared there were thousands in the North ready to join 
them. While the jury are to take the whole declaration, the 
law books expressly declare they may reject, if they see good 
cause to do so, that which would extenuate the guilt of the 
prisoner. They are bound to consider it; that is alL As to 
conspiracy with the slaves to rebel, the law says the prisoners 
are equally guilty, whether insurrection is made or not. Ad- 
vice may be given by actions as well as words. Wben you put 
pikes in the hands of slaves, and have their masters captive, 
that is advice to slaves to rebel, and punishable with death. 
The law does not require positive evidence, but only enough 
to remove every reasonable doubt as to the guilt of the party. 
Sometimes circumstantial evidence is the strongest kind, for 
witnesses may perjure themselves or be mistaken. The de- 
fense say we don’t know who killed the negi*o Hayward ; that 
Brown did not do it because there was no object, but that it 
was dark, and the supposition is that Hayward was killed by 
mistake. They say Brown shot no unarmed men, but Beck- 
ham was killed when unarmed, and, therefore, he thought the 
whole ease had been proved by the mass of argument. With 
regard to malice, the law was, that if the party perpetrating 
a felony, undesignedly takes life, it is a conclusive proof of 
malice. If Brown was only intending to steal negroes, and 
in doing so took life, it was murder with malice pretense. So 
the law expressly lays down, that killing committed in resist- 
ing officers attempting to quell a riot, or arrest the perpetra- 
tor of a criminal offense, is murder in the first degree. Then 
what need of all this delay — ^the proof that Brown treated all 
his prisoners with lenity, and did not want to shed blood? 
Brown was not a madman, to shed blood when he knew the 
penalty for so doing was his own life. In the opening he had 
sense enough to know better than that, but he wanted the citi- 
zens of Virginia calmly to fold their arms and let him usurp 
the government, manumit our slaves, Qonfiscate the property 
of riaveholders, and without drawing a trig^r or Redding 
blood, permit him to take possession of the Commonwealth 
and make it another Hayti. Such an idea is too abhorrent 
to pursue. So, too, the idea that Brown riied blood only in 
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self-defense was too absurd to require argument. He glories 
in coming here to violate our laws, and says he had counted 
the cost, and knew what he was .about, and was ready to abide 
the consequences. That proves malice. Thus, admitting every- 
thing charged, he knew his life was forfeited if he failed. 
Then, is not the ease made out beyond all reasonable dotibt, 
even beyond any unreasonable doubt indulged in by the wild- 
est fanatic ? We therefore ask his conviction, to vindicate the 
majesty of the law. While we have patiently borne delays, 
as well here as outside in the community, in preservation of 
the character of Virginia, that plumes itself on its moral 
character, as well as physical, and on its loyalty, and its de- 
votion to truth and right, we ask you to discard everything 
else, and render your verdict as you are sworn to do. As the 
administrators of civil junsdiction, we ask no more than it 
is your duty to do — ^no less. Justice is the center upon which 
the Deity sits. There is another column which represents 
its mercy. You have nothing to do with that. It stands 
firmly on the column of justice. Administt?r it according to 
your law — acquit the prisoner if you can — ^but if justice 
requires you by your verdict to take his life, stand by that 
column uprightly, but strongly, and let retributive justice, 
if he is guilty, send him before that Maker who will settle 
the question forever and ever. 

Mr. Chilton asked the Court to instruct the jury, if they believed 
the prisoner was not a citizen of Virguiia, but of another State, that 
the> cannot convict on a count of treason. 

The Court declined, saying the Constitution did not give rights 
and immunities alone, but also imposed responsibilities. 

Mr. Chilton asked another instruction, to the effect that the jury 
must be satisfied that the place where the offense was committed was 
within the boundaries of Jefferson county, which the Court granted. 

THE VERDICT AND SENTENCE. 

At an intimation from the Judge, the Jury immediately 
withdrew to consider their verdict. 

After an absence of three quarters of an hour (during 
which the Court took a recess) the Jury returned into court 
with a verdict 
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The Clerk. Gentlemen of the Jury, what say you, is the 
prisoner at the bar, John Brown, guilty or not guilty f 

The Foreman. Guilty. 

The Clerk. Guilty of treason, end conspiring and advising 
with slaves and others to rebel, and murder in the first de- 
gree? 

The Foreman. Yes. 

John Brown said not a word, but as on every previous day, 
turned to adjust his pallet, and then composedly stretched 
himself upon it. 

Mr. Chilton moved in arrest of judgment, both on account 
of errors in the indictment and errors in the verdict. The 
objection in regard to the indictment has already been stated. 
The prisoner, he said, has been tried for an offense not ap- 
pearing on the record of the Grand Jury — the verdict was 
not on each count separately, but was a general verdict on 
the whole indictment. 

Counsel on both sides being too exhausted to go on, the 
CouBT ordered the motion to stand over until the next day, 
and John Brown was removed to prison. 

November 1. 

The time of the Court today was taken up with the trial 
of Coppoc and the hearing of the motion in the Brown case, 
which was argued at length by counsel on both sides. 

November 2. 

The Court gave its decision on the motion for an arrest of 
judgment, overruling the objections made. On the objection 
that treason cannot be committed against a State, it ruled 
that wherever allegiance is due, treason may be committed. 
Most of the States have passed laws against treason. The ob- 
jections as to the form of the verdict rendered, the Coubt also 
regarded as insufficient. 

The Clerk asked John Brown whether he had anything to 
say why sentence should not be pronounced upon him. 

John Brown. I have, may it please the Court, a few words 
to say. In the first place, I deny eveiything but what 1 have 
all along admitted, of a design on my part to free slaves. I 
intended certainly to have made a dean thing of that matter, 
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as I did last winter when I went into Missouri, and there 
took slaves without the snapping of a gun on either side, 
moving them through the country, and finally leaving them 
in Canada. I designed to have done the same thing again on 
a larger scale. That was all I intended to do. I never did 
intend murder or treason, or the destruction of property, or 
to excite or incite the slaves to rebellion, or to make insur- 
rection. I have another objection, and that is that it is un- 
just that I should suffer such a penalty. Itad I interfered in 
the manner, which I admit, and which I admit has been fairly 
proved — ^for I admire the truthfulness and candor of the 
greater portion of the witnesses who have testified in this 
case — ^had I so interfered in behalf of any of the rich, the 
powerful, the intelligent, the so-called great, or in behalf of 
any of their friends, either father, mother, brother, sister, 
wife, or children, or any of that class, and suffered and sacri- 
ficed what I have in this interference, it would have been all 
right, and every man in this court would have deemed it an 
act worthy of reward rather than punishment. This Court 
acknowledges, too, as I suppose, the validity of the law of 
God. I see a book kissed, which I suppose to be the Bible, 
or at least the New Testament, which teaches me that all 
things whatsoever I would that men should do to me. I should 
do even so to them. It teaches me further to remember them 
that are in bonds, as bound with them. I endeavored to act 
up to that instruction. I say I am yet too young to under- 
stand that God is any respecter of persons. I believe that to 
have interfered as I have done, as I have always freely ad- 
mitted I have done in behalf of His despised poor, is no wrong, 
but right. Now, if it is deemed necessary that I should forfeit 
my life for the furtherance of the ends of justice, and mingle 
my blood further with the blood of my children and with the 
blood of millions in this slave country whose rights are disre- 
garded by wicked, cruel, and unjust enactments, I say let it 
be done. 

Let me say one word further. I feel entirely satisfied with 
the treatment I have receievd on my trial. Considering all 
the circumstances, it has been more generous than I expected. 
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Bnt I feel no consciousness of guilt. I have stated from the 
first what was my intention, and what was not I never had 
any design against the liberty of any person, nor any diq>osi- 
tion to commit treason or excite slaves to rebel or make any 
general insurrection. I never encouraged any man to do so, 
but always discouraged any idea of that kind.'^ Let me say 
also in regard to the statements made by some of those who 
were connected with me, I fear it has been stated by some of 
them that I have induced them to join me; but the contraiy 
is true. I do not say this to injure them, but as regretting 
their weakness. Not one but joined of his own accord, and 
the greater part at their own expense. A number of them I 
never saw, and never had a word of conversation with till the 
day they came to me, and that was for the purpose I have 
stated. Now, I am done. 

Judge Parker, after a few primary remarks, said that no 
reasonable doubt could exist of the guilt of the prisoner, and 
sentenced him to be hanged in public, on Friday, the 2nd of 
December next. 

An appeal was made to the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
Virginia for a writ of error, and was argued before that trib- 
unal by Mr. Chilton and Mr. William Green, a leading mem- 
bers of the Richmond bar. The Court of Appeals, after con- 
sideration, unanimously refused the writ, holding that the 
proceedings in the Circuit Court were plainly right. 

After the sentence was pronounced, a great many letters 
were received by Governor Wise of Virginia, urging him to 
pardon Brown or commute the punishment. Some of these 
were written in a spirit of menace, threatening his life and 
the lives of the members of his family. Others told him that 
the principal towns of Virginia would be burned down as a 
reprisal. Others appealed to his clemency, to his magnanim- 
ity and to his hopes of political promotion. Another class 
asked his demency on the ground of public policy and to one 
of these writers. Mayor Fernando Wood of New Y<»k City, 
the Governor made the following reply: 
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Richmond, Va., Nov. 4, 1859. 

My dear Sir: I have duly received and 'weighed every word of 
your letter. 1 give it all credit for good motive and good morals, 
and as suggesting what perhaps is good policy. Now, listen to me, 
for my mind is inflexibly made up. 

Had I reached Harper's Ferry before these men were captured 
(and 1 would have reached there in time, Imd 1 been forwarded as 1 
ought to have been from Washington and the relay house), 1 would 
have proclaimed martial law, have stormed tliem in the quickest 
possible time, have given them no quarter, and if any had survived, 
I would have tried and executed them under sentence of court mar- 
tial. But I was too late. The prisoners were captives, and 1 then 
determined to protect them to the uttermost of my ])ower, and 1 did 
protect them with my own person. I escorted them to prison and 
placed around them such a force as to overawe lynch-law. Every 
comfort was given them by my orders. And they have been scrupu- 
lously afforded a fair and speedy trial with every opportunity of 
defense for crimes 'which were o))enly perpetrated before the eyes 
of hundreds and as openly confessed. They could escape conviction 
only by technical exceptions, and the chances for these they had to 
a greater degree by the expedition of the prosecution. And the 
crimes deliberately done by them are of the deepest and darkest 
kind which can be committed against our people. Brown, the chief 
leader, has been legally and fairly tried and convicted, and admits 
the humanity of iiis treatment as a prisoner, the truth of the in- 
dictment and the truthfulness of the witnesses against him. He has 
been allowed excess of counsel, and the freedom of si>eech beyond 
any prisoner known to me in our trials. It was impossible not to 
convict him. He is sentenced to be hung — that is the sentence of a 
mild code humanely adjudged and requires no duty from me except 
to see that it be executed. 1 have to sign his death warrant. If the 
executive interposes at all, it is to pardon. And to pardon him I 
have received petitions, prayers, threats, from almost every free 
State in the Union. From honest patriotic men like yourself, many 
of them, I am warned that hanging will make him n martyr. Ah ! 
Will itf Whyf The obvious answer to that question shows me 
above anything the necessity for hanging him. You ask : "Have 
you nerve enough to send Brown to State prison for life instead of 
hanging himf” Yes, if I didn’t think he ought to be hung and that 
1 would be inexcusable for mitigating Jiis punishment. 1 could do 
it without flinching, without a quiver of a muscle against a universal 
clamor for his life. But was it ever known before that it would be 
impolitic for a State to execute her laws against the highest crimes 
without bringing down upon herself the vengeance of a public sen- 
timent outside of her limits and hostile to her lawsf Is it so that 
it is wisely said to her that she had better spare a murderer, a rob- 
ber, a traitor, because public sentiment. elTOwhere will glorify an 
insurrectionist with martyrdom f If so it is time to do execution 
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upon him and all like him. And I therefore say to you firmly that 
I have preeiaely nerve enough to let him be executed with the cer- 
tainty of his condemnation. He shall be executed as the law sen- 
tence him, and his body shall be delivered over to surgeons and 
await the resurrection without a grave in our soil. 1 have shown 
him all the mercy which humanity can claim. 

Tours truly, 

Henry A. Wise. 

Hon. Fernando Wood, New York. 

December 2. 

THE EXECUTION. 

Today (Friday) at eleven o’clock, John Brown was brought 
out of the jail accompanied by Sheriff Canipbell and his as- 
sistants, and Captain Avis, the jailer. 

The prisoner was taken to the cell of Copeland and Green ; 
lie told them to stand up like men and not betray their friends ; 
he then handed them each a silver coin, saying he had no more 
use for money, and bade them adieu. He then visited Cook 
and Coppoe, who were chained together, and remarked to 
Cook, “You have made false statements.” Cook asked, “What 
do you mean?” Brown answered, “Why, by stating that I 
sent you to Harper’s Ferry.” Cook replied, “Did you not 
tell me in Pittsburg to come to Harper's Ferry and see if 
Forbes had made any disclosures?” Brown: “No, sir; you 
know I protested against your coming.” Cook replied, “Capt. 
Brown, we remember differently,” at the same time dropping 
his head. Brown then turned to Coppoe, and said “Coppoe, 
you also made false statements, but I am glad to hear you have 
contradicted them. Stand up like a man.” He shook both 
by the hand, and they parted. 

The prisoner was then taken to Stevens’ cell and they in- 
terchanged greetings. Stevens said, “Good bye. Captain, I 
know you are going to a better land.” Brown replied, “I 
know I am.” Brown told him to bear up and not betray 
his friends. 

He then told the Sheriff he was ready, his arms were pin- 
ioned, and with a black slouch hat on, and the same clothes 
he wore during the trial, he proceeded to the door, calm and 
cheerful. As he came out the six companies of infantry and 
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one troop of horse, with Q«neral Taliaferro and his staff, 
were deploying in front of the jail, whilst an open wagon 
with a pine box, in which was an oak eofiSn, was waiting for 
him. 

Brown looked around, and spoke to several persons he rec- 
ognized, and, walking down the steps, took a seat in the wagon 
with Sheriff Campbell and the jailer, Avis. He looked with 
interest on the fine military display, but made no remarks. 
The wagon moved off, fianked by two files of riflemen in close 
order. On reaching the field, where the military were al- 
ready in full possession, he got out of the wagon and ascended 
the scaffold with a firm step. He had no statement to make. 
He declined to accept the services of any clergymen, though 
they were offered. With as little delay as possible the rope 
which held the trap door on which he stood was cut, and 
John Brown’s earthly career was ended. 



THE TRIAL OF EDWIN COPPOC FOR TREASON. 
INSURRECTION AND MURDER, CHARLES- 
TOWN. VIRGINIA, 1869. ' 

THE TRIAL. 

The trial of Edwin Coppoc,^ the only white man captured 
at the engine house with John Brown, was begun, after his 
was finished and was concluded on the day he received sen- 
tence. The evidence was largely the same as on the trial of 
the leader, except that two witnesses swore positively that it 
was Cbppoc who shot and killed Mayor Beckham, the most 
respected and best loved of the victims of the raid. The 
jury quickly brought in a verdict of guilty. 

THE TRIAL.2 

In the Circuit Court of Jefferson County ^ Charlestown, F»r- 
ginia, October, 1859. 

Hon. Richard Parker,® Jujige . 

^ Edwin Coppoc was a brother of Barclay, another of the raiders, 
who escaped. The father of the Coppocs died when Edwin was six, 
the latter having been born June 30, 1835. For nine years there- 
after Edwin lived with John Butler, a farmer near Salem, Ohio, re- 
moving then with his mother to Springdale, Iowa. This place he 
left in the spring of 1858, to become a settler in Kansas. He took 
no part in the Territorial troubles, and returned to Springdale in the 
autumn of 1858, when he became acquainted with Brown. He always 
bore an excellent reputation as an honest, brave, straightforward, 
well-behaved man, and his death was particularly lamented by many 
friends. An exemplary prisoner, there were many Southerners who 
hoped for his pardon. He was buried first in Winona (later in 
Salem, Ohio), after a public funeral, attended by the entire town. In 
jail he regretted his stiuation, wrote his mother of his sorrow that he 
must die a dishonorable death, and explained that he had not under- 
stood what the full consequences of the raid would be. Villard, p. 682. 

* Bibliography. See ante, p. 710. 

* See ante, p. 709. 
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October 31. 

This afternoon, after the jury returned their verdict in 
the Brown case, a jury was immediately sworn for the trial 
of Edwin Goppoc. 

Mr. Hunter and Mr. Harding, for the Commonwealth. 

Jfr. Oreen and Mr. Baits, for the prisoner. 

A jury was sworn and the evidence was to a lar^e extent a 
repetition of that on the Brown trial. It was proved that 
he was captured at the taking of the engine house, and two 
witnesses gave testimony distinctly identifying the prisoner 
as the slayer of Mayor Beckham. 


John T. Allstadt.^ Was one of 
the prisoners in the engine house. 
Saw Mr. Beckham, for I was 
looking through one of the holes 
in the enine house, go behind 
the water tank and peer around 
the comer. Coppoc, who was 
seated in the doorway called out,. 
If he keeps on peeking, I’m go- 
ing to shoot. Mr. Beckham 
peeped around again and Cop- 
poc fired. I was standing close 
to him and saw it all, and heard 
some of the captives behind me 
shout out, Don’t fire, for God’s 
sake, they’ll shoot in here and 
kill us all. Coppoc’s first shot 
missed and he fired again. This 
time Mr. Beckham fell. Coppoc 
did not fire again, for there was 
no one in sight. Think he would 


not have fired but for Mr. Beck- 
ham’s equivocal appearance. But 
a moment later Oliver Brown 
spied someone peeping over the 
stone wall of the trestle and 
sighting a gun. He instantly 
took aim, but in the very act of 
firing, the other shot struck him 
— a mortal wound that gave him 
horrible pain. 

Joseph A. Brua, Was one of 
the prisoners in the engine house 
and was permitted to go out sev- 
eral times with a flag of truce; 
during the firing Coppoc fired 
twice, and at the second fire, 
Brown remarked, That man is 
down. 1 asked permission to go 
out, and found that Mr. Beck- 
ham had just been shot; have no 
doubt that Coppoc shot him. 


■* See his testimony in the trial of Brown, p. 757. 

® The day following, being November 2, I went into court at the 
usual early hour with an opinion I had prepared the preceding night, 
in which 1 had at length stated the reasons for overruling the objec- 
tions which Brown’s counsel Imd made to judgment being rendered, 
intending to pronounce it so soon as the court was opened, but a jury 
for the trial of Coppoc (which had been commenced on the 31st of 
October) were in their seats, and as the same objections, or some of 
them, might be made in this case as had been presented in that of 
Brown, I refrained from reading the opinion. I did this because by 
the Virginia practice a jury in a criminal case were held to be jud^ 
of the law as well as triers of facts, and I would do nothing to preju- 
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November 2.* 

Today, after addresses to the jury, a verdict of ChtSUy was 
returned against the prisoner on all the counts of the indict- 
ment' 

dice this their right. For this reason I did not overrule Brown’s mo- 
tion in arrest until late on this day, after a verdict was rendered in 
the ease of Coppoe. Judge Parker’s “Narrative,” <mte, p. 710. 

' For the in^etment, see ante, p. 724. 



THE TRIAL OP JOHN ANTHONY COPELAND 
AND SHIELDS GREEN FOR MURDER, 
CHARLESTOWN, VIRGINIA. 1859. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

The trials of the two negroes, Copeland' and Green,* fol- 
lowed the conviction of Edwin Goppoc. Mr. George Sennott, 
a Boston lawyer, and abolitionist, appeared for them and 
made a few technical objections, on one of which he suc- 
ceeded, viz., that a negro could not be guilty of treason in 
Virginia. There ivas and could be no defense to the other 
counts of the indictment and both prisoners were promptly 
found guilty by the jury. 

' John Anthony Copeland, a free colored man, was born at Ra- 
leigh, North Carolina, in 1834. His parents removed to Oberlin, 
Ohio, in 1842. He was for some time a student in tlie preparatory 
department of Oberlin (College, and was enlisted for John Brown in 
September, 1859, by Lewis Sheridan Leary, his uncle, who was at 
that time also residing at Oberlin. He was one of the thirty-seven 
men concerned in the famous Oberlin rescue of a fugitive slave, John 
Price, for which he was for some time imprisoned at (Meveland. 
“Copeland,” Judge Parker stated in his story of the trials (St. Louis 
Glohe-Democrat , April 8, 1888), “was the ])risoner who irnT>res8ed me 
best. He was a free negro. He had been educated and tliere was a 
dignity about him that 1 could not hel|) liking. He was always 
manly.” Andrew^ Hunter at the same time was quoted as saying: 
“Copeland was the cleverest of all the prisoners . . . and behaved 
better than any of them. If I had had the i>ower and could have 
concluded to pardon any man among them, he was the man I would 
have picked out.” Villard, p« 684. 

. * Shields Green,, otherwise known as “Emy>eror,” was bom a 
slave. After the death of his wife, he escaped on a sailing vessel 
from Charleston, South Carolina, leaving a little son in slavery. He 
eventually found bis way to Rochester, New York, three years after 
his escape and after a sojourn in Canada, he became acquainted with 
Frederick Douglass, and through him with John Brown, and here he 
lived as a servant and a clothes cleaner. He went iirith Douglass to 
Chambersburg to meet John Brown, and went on^ with Brown when 
Douglass turned back. Several reliable prisoners in the engine house 
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THE TRIAL. 

In the Circuit Court of Jefferson County, Charlestown, Ftr- 
ginia, November, 1859. 


Hon. Richard Parker^ Judge. 

November 4. 

The negroes, Copeland, a £ree negro, and Green, a slave, 
were tried today. Several of the witnesses in the Brown trial 
repeated their testimony given there, and the following ad- 


ditional evidence was given : 

Wm. Johnson. Arrested Cope- 
land in the middle of the Shen- 
andoah; he was attempting to es- 
cape across the river; he was 
armed with a spear and a rifle; 
he said he had been placed in 
charge of Hall’s rifle factory by 
Capt. Brown. 

Andrew Kennedy. Was at the 
jail when Copeland was brought 
in; questioned him; he said he 
had come from the Western Re- 
serve of Ohio; that Brown came 
there in August and employed 
him at twenty dollars per month. 
Copeland said that their object 
was to liberate the slaves of this 


country; that he knew of nine- 
teen of the party, but there were 
several others he did not know. 

Dr. Starry testified to his sav- 
ing of Copeland from the lynch- 
ers.® 

Col. Washington. There was 
.only one negro in the engine 
house of Brown’s party — Shields 
Green. He was armed like the 
rest with a rifle and revolver and 
a butcher knife in his sheath. 
Saw him Are a good many times. 
He was rather impudent in the 
day time. I saw him order some 
gentlemen across the street to 
shut a window with a rifle raised 


testified to Shields Green’s cowardice during the fight. He endeav- 
ored to avoid arrest by palming himself of^ as one of the slaves im- 
pressed by Brown. O. P. Anderson, however, speaks of Green’s 
bravery and declares that Green could have escaped with him, but 
that the former slave protested that he would go back ^^to de ole 
man,” even if there was no chance of escape. Owen Brown had a 
poor opinion of Green’s staunchness, after his experience in bring- 
ing him down from Chambersburgh to the Kennedy farm. Green’s 
age is said to have been twenty-three years. He was a full blooded 
negro. Villard, p. 687. 

But Green repented his joining the band and became terrified when 
the end drew near. When he reached the Kennedy farm after a hard 
joumy in the mountains, ^'Oh, what a fool I am he said to one of 
Brown’s sons. had got away out of slavery and here I havb got 
back into the eagle’s claw again.” Villard, ^4. 

* See ante, p. 742. 
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at them. He said, shut that win- 
dow, damn you; shut it instant- 
ly. He did this in a very impu- 
dent manner. But when the at- 
tack was made on the engine 
house in the early morning, he 


had thrown off his hat and all his 
equipments and was endeavoring 
to represent himself as one of 
the slaves. Shields Green was 
one of the men who took my car- 
riage from my place. 


Mr. Hunter introduced a confession made by Copeland to 
the marshal while in prison, as follows: 

I am John Copeland of Oberlin, the same person that was indicted 
last year in Cleveland for rescuing the slave John. 1 was born in 
North Carolina, fme, and went to Oberlin at ten. My parents reside 
there. John Brown, Jr., and T. H. Kagi, wrote letters to Leary at 
Oberlin which I saw and which induced me to come on tliis expedi- 
tion. Ralph and Samuel Plumb gave me $15 for expenses. 1 came 
through Cleveland the day after the October election. Persons there 
gave me money to join John Brown. 

The confession ended with the following questions and answers: 
Have you any knowledge of an attempt to raise an insurrection 
in any other State or region of our country? 1 understand that 
there was an intention to attempt a movement of that kind in Ken- 
tucky about the same time. Did you know from Brown, or any 
other person, that help was expected from the slaves in llie neighbor- 
hood? I did from Brown that help would come from the slaves, 
but I did not understand at any time, until Monday morning, after 
the fight had commenced, that any thing else than running off slaves 
was intended, I being at the Rifle Works, half a mile from the engine 
house. Did you learn from Brown, or any of the company, that 
persons at Harper’s Ferry sympathized with them, or were in any 
way connected with the movement? From Brown I understood 
that there were laboring men at Harper’s Ferry, who wished to get 
rid of the slaves, and would aid in running them off. 


Mr. Oeorge Sennott^ appeared for both prisoners and after 
all the evidence in the Green case was in, asked the Court 
to direct the jury not to pay any attention to any evidence 

* Sennott, George. Admitted to Massachusetts (Suffolk County) 
Bar, 1853. ‘^George Sennott went to Virginia to defend some of John 
Brown’s associates. A newspaper there said: ‘We presume lager 
beer will accumulate in Boston while Sennott is here.’ A man from 
there said to a clerk in our office: ‘You have nominated a pretty 
man for Governor, a man who went to Virpnia and drank all the 
whiskey there and was drunk every day.’ ‘Ain’t you mistaken in the 
man,’ asked the clerk. ‘Isn’t it Sennott?’ ‘0, yes,’ said the man, ‘I 
beg Mr. Andrew’s pardon. There was some resemblance between the 
two.’ This same autumn Sennott was making a speech at a Demo- 
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tending to prove treason, on the ground that a slave could 
not be guilty of treason, for he was not a citizen. The Coubt 
agreed, and Afr. Hunter abandoned that count of the indict- 
ment. 

Mr. Sennott moved for a verdict of not guilty on the first count in 
the case of Copeland on the ground that Copeland being described in 
that count as a negro, could not be guilty of treason, under the 
decision in the case of Dred Scott, that a negro was not a citizen. 
The Court assenting, Mr. Hunter admitted the statement of law to be 
correct, and declared that he abandoned that count. 

On the second count of the indictment, Mr. Sennott moved for a 
similar direction, on the ground that the negro was described as free, 
whereas the presumption of law in the slave States was that he was a 
slave, being a man of color; that in a civil case, he must show that 
fact ailirmatively himself; that in a criminal case it was a material, 
issuable, and triable fact, and must be proved as laid, and that the 
Government had closed their ease without doing so. 

Mr. Hunter called attention to the fact that they had introduced 
Copeland’s confession to the Marshal, wherein he stated that he was 
bom in Nortli Carolina, but went to Oberlin at the age of ten ; and 
was bora free. 

Mr. Sennott replied that the confession was admitted under strong 
objection; that it had been made under influence, as well as threats; 
that no matter how admitted, it was a declaration of Copeland in his 
own favor, and should not therefore be admitted ; that it was in his 
favor legally, because the status of a free man was legally superior 
to that of a slave; that he had a legal right to reject, or refuse to as- 
sume a legal benefit when it was a practical damage; and that, at 
any rate, for the purposes of this trial, he would insist that his client 
was a slave as well as a negro, and that the Government must prove 
that he was free affirmatively. 

The Court ruled that the burden of proof was on the Government, 
but refused to direct that they must prove it affirmatively. 

Mr. Sennott asked the Court to direct a verdict of not guilty on the 
second count, for conspiring with slaves and others to rebel, and in- 
ducing slaves to insurrection — and asked the Court to rule that there 
was no evidence of such an offense to go to the jury. He also asked 
the Court to rule, that compelling slaves to take pikes in their hands 
was not advising them to revolt, in the sense of the law. 

The Court refused so to rule. 

Mr. Sennott asked the Court to rule that, as the Government had 

cratic meeting. A fellow in the crowd shouted, ^You’re an Aboli- 
tionist, did not you go to Virginia to defend John Brown t’ Sennott 
replied : ^Am I a thief because I defended you on a charge of lar- 
ceny and kept you from the House of Correction where you bdong.’ 
Willard (J. A.). ^‘Half a Century With Judges and Lawyers.*’ 
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relied all along upon the confession of Copeland, that he had come 
to run off slaves, and had insisted on it, they could not be alloTred 
now to contradict their own story; -and that that had actually proved 
a different offense entirely, towit, slave stealing, from what the Qraud 
Jury had charged them with under oath, viz., conspiracy and re- 
bellion. The same remarks applied to the counts for murder. 

Mr* Hunter remarked that the Government had proved a common 
purpose, that not all the ingenious pleading of the counsel could 
evade. That being so, he thought proof of the overt acts of con- 
spiracy first proved that, and then the murders occurring in further- 
ance of the common design were chargeable upon all the con- 
spirators. 

Mr. Sennott said that the whole learned argument as to common 
purpose was entirely useless, because the law intended only to punish 
a man for committing crimes in pursuance of a common purpose with 
which he was charged. Here, however, he was shown to have done 
nothing — and nobody in his band — except in pursuance of a design 
with which he was not charged. 

The Court ruled that the Government must prove the second count 
as charged, and evidence of a conspiracy to run off slaves did not and 
would not support it. ^ 

The eases were then left to the Jury^ which retired and re- 
turned into court in a short time with a verdict of Guilty 
against Green and Copeland on all the counts, except the 
first. 



THE TRIAL OP JOHN E. COOK FOR TREASON, 
INSURRECTION AND MURDER. CHARLES- 
TOWN, VIRGINIA, 1869. . 

THE NARRATIVE. 

The last of the raiders to be tried before Judge Parker was 
John E. Cook.^ The proof was that to Cook was given the 
diflScult and responsible task of going to Harper’s Ferry 
more than a year before the raid to live as a spy in the coun- 
try and to reconnoiter the vicinity and report to his chief. He 
arrived on June 5, 1858. He secured a position as lock- 
tender on the old canal across the Potomac from the town, 
and obtained much information of value, even after the con- 
spirators had assembled at the Kennedy farm. He urged Brown 
to let him go among the plantation negroes and give them 
hints of what was coming, a suggestion which Brown refused 
with much wrath.^ On the morning of the raid he was one 

^ John E. Cook was born in 1830, in Haddam, Connecticut. He 
was of a well-to-do family and stuped law in Brooklyn and New 
York. He went to Kansas in 1855. His movements from the time 
of his first meeting with Brown, just after the battle of Black Jack, 
in June, 1856, until after his capture are set forth in his ‘^Confes- 
sion” made while in jail. (See post, p. 825.) For this confession 
Cook was severely censured at the time by the friends of Brown ; he 
was even called the “Judas” of the raid. But the document when 
examined today, obviously contains only facts which are of great 
historical value, and whose promulgation at the time in no wise in- 
jured the case of his fellow raiders. Had it not been made, the re- 
sult of the trial would have been the same. Cook preceded John 
Brown to the Harper’s Ferry neighborhood by more than a year, 
there sometimes teaching school, and again living as a lock tender, 
while in the registration of his marriage to Mary V. Kennedy, of 
Harper’s Ferry, April 18, 1859, he was described as a book agent. 
He was captured eight miles from Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
October 25, 1859. He was a remarkably fine shot, and had seen 
much fighting in Kansas. He was reckless, impulsive, indiscreet, but 
genial, generous and brave. Villard, p. 680. 

*“Thi8,” wrote Brown’s daughter, “father positively forbade his 
doiiig. Father lived in constant fear that Cook would make a confix 
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of the party who went to Colonel Washington’s plantation, 
for he had visited here- before and had been shown the sword 
which Frederick the Great had presented to George Wash- 
ington, and afterwards was one of the guard at the school 
house, to which arms were being moved from the Kennedy 
farm, conversing freely with the schoolmaster, explaining the 
purposes of the attack and the views of the raiders. About 
four in the afternoon, hearing the firing, he scaled the moun- 
tain to get a view of what was going on and beheld his com- 
rades cooped up in the engine house with the citizens firing 
on them. He fired some shots himself, one of which killed 
Mr. Turner, returned to the school house, where he rejoined 
the rear guard, Owen Brown and others, and calling at the 
farm for some provisions, they took to the mountains and 
escaped. But a large reward being offered by Virginia, he 
was captured in Pennsylvania and brought to Charlestown 
for trial. 

The hearing began on November 7 and was concluded the 
next day. No great forensic efforts had marked the other 
trials ; a notable one was reserved for the last. For there ap- 
peared as his counsel, brought to him by the brother-in-law 
of the prisoner. Governor Willard of Indiana,’* one of the 
great orators of the West, Daniel W. Voorhees, afterwards for 
many years a United States Senator from that State. He 
made a plea for his client which brought tears into the eyes 
of the jury, but in vain.* Cook was convicted just as his com- 

dant of some one who would betray us aU the summer. He never 
doubted bis bravery, his honesty or go^ intentions, but considered 
him very impulsive and indiscreet.” Yillard, p. 408. 

‘WiLLAKD, AsHBsn P. Was Iwm in Vernon, N. Y. and died in 
1861 'in Indiana. He was the tenfii Chiveraor of that State. 

* ‘’At the same term Coppoc, Green and Copeland were tried and 
convicted, as also was John E. Cook. He had in the early morning 
of Monday, the 17th of October, been sent across the river with some 
of the captured slaves, and a wagon, taken from Mr. Washington, 
for the arms and ammunition which had been stored there, as before 
mentioned, and so he was not on that day present With Brown ; but he 
ai^ his party by firing fiKHn the biifii ground opposite to Harper’s 
Ferry, and the death of Mr. Geo. W. Tuma, one of the most esteemed 
eitiieDS of the oonuty, who took no part in the fitting, was attributed 
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panions were, and on the 10th of November he and Coppoc, 
with the negroes Copeland and Green, were sentenced to be 
hanged on the 16th of that month, which penalty was duly 
carried out on the same field on which John Brown had yielded 
up his life. 

THE TRIAL.® 

In ihe Circuit Court of Jefferson County, Charlestown, Vir- 
ginia, November, 1859. 

Hon. Richard Parker,” Judge. 

November 7. 

The trial of John E. Cook began today. Cook having es- 
caped at the time of the raid, was not indicted with the other 
raiders, but on his capture and being brought into the juris- 
diction, a similar indictment was returned by the Grand 
Jury as to him, to which he pleaded Not Guilty. 

Mr. Hunter'' and Mr. Harding,^ for the Commonwealth. 

Dani^ W. Voorheesf* for the prisoner. 

to him. He then escaped, and had nearly reached the Pennsylvania 
line before he was arrested. His defense was conducted by the Hon. 
Daniel W. Voorhees in a grand and touching speech, which brought 
tears into the eyes of many of the jury, but the evidence was too 
eonvincing, and they felt bound here also to render a verdict of 
guilty of murder.” Judge Parker’s Recollections, ante, p. 710. 

"Bibliography, “Confession of John E. Cook, Brother-in-law of 
Gov. A. P. Willard of Indiana and one of the participants in the 
Harper’s Ferry Invasion. Published fur the Benefit of Samuel C. 
Young, a non-slaveholder who is permanently disabled by a wound 
received in defense of Southern Institutions. Copyrighted and Pub- 
lished by D. Smith Eiehelberger, Editor of the Independent Demo- 
crat, Charlestown, Ya., 18.59.” This is reprinted in full in “The 
life. Trial and Execution.” (De Witt), ante. 

*“Addies8es of Hon. Daniel W. Voorhees, of Indiana; compris- 
ing his argument delivered at Charlestown, Virginia, Nov. 8, 1859, 
upon the ^al of John E. Cook, for Treason and Murder; also An 
Address delivered before the Literary Societies of the University of 
Virginia, July 4, 1860. Richmond, Va. Published by West ft John- 
son. 1861.” 

s Ante, p. 709. 

r Ante, p. 721. 

s Ante, p. 728. 

* Voorhees, Daniel Wolset. (1827-1897.) Bom Liberty, Ohio. 
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The Jury having been selected and sworn: 

Mr. Hunter asked that the proceedings be suspended to 
make a motion in the case of Stevens, who was brought into 
court supported by two officers. His face was badly wounded 
and was bound in bandages. He was placed on the floor, 
his head resting upon a chair. 

Mr. Hunter announced that he had at that moment received 
a telegraphic dispatch from Governor Wise, referring to the 
case now progressing. The dispatch was as follows: ‘*Let 
Cook be tried with you, and turn Stevens over to the United 
States.” I have for some time been in communication with 
Governor Wise upon this subject, and it had partly been 
determined to give up Cook to the United States Court, but 
the Governor, as it appeared, has decided otherwise, and his 
decision, by great good fortune, was just as I would prefer 
to have it, certain discoveries having recently been made 
which proved that the purposes of the Government could be 
better carried out by the change. What we aim at is not only 
the destruction of these men whom we have in confinement; 
we now strike at higher and wickeder game. 

Mr. Harding dissented from the views of his colleague. He 
thought the State should not give up a single one of the 
culprits. 

The CoiTBT said that if Mr. Sennott, who was to defend 
Stevens, consented to the arrangements, there would be no 
objection interposed by it. 

Mr. 8ennoW° after consultation with Stevens announced 
that he consented.** 


Graduated De Paiiw I'niversity, 1849. Admitted to Bar, 1851. Mem- 
ber of Congress from Indiana, 1869-1873. United States Senator, 
1877-1897. Cook was a brother-in-law of tbe then Governor of In- 
diana, who retained Mr. Voorhees and with his wife was present at 
the trial. 

*® Ante, p. 81L 

** Before Stevens, on account of his physical condition, could be 
removed from Charlestown, the arrangement fell through and his case 
was remanded to the Jefferson County Court. ^(See poet, p. 86^) 
Mr. Villard in commenting on the change of view, says: “Yet in 
December tbe hunt for the greater game was abandoned. When on 
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THE EVIDENCE. 

Much of the testimony was that ^ven on the John Brown 
trial with these additions: 


Col. Washington.^^ The raid- 
ers appeared at my chamber door 
about half-past one o’clock in the 
morning. My name was called 
in an undertone, and supposing 
it to be by some friend who had 
possibly arrived late, and being 
familar with the house, had been 
admitted in the rear by the ser- 
vants, 1 opened the door in my 
night shirt and slippers; was in 
bed and asleep. As I opened the 
door there were four armed men 
with their guns drawn upon me 


just around me. ^ Three had rifles 
and one had a large revolver. The 
man having a revolver held in 
his left hand a large flambeau, 
which was burning. The person 
in command turned out to be 
Stevens. He asked me my name, 
and then referred to Cook, who 
had been at my house before, to 
know whether I was Colonel 
Washington. On being told that 
I was, he said, "You are our 
prisoner,” I looked around, and 
the only thing that astonished me 


December 15 President Buchanan inquired by telegraph whether 
Stevens had been turned over to the United States, Andrew Hunter 
replied: ^Stevens has not been delivered to the authorities of the 
United States. Undetermined as yet wheteher he will be tried here.’ 
On hearing of this queiy from the President, Governor Wise, on 
December ISth, exactly reversed his position of six weeks earlier, in 
this message to Andrew Hunter: ^In reply to yours of the 15th, I 
say definitely that Stevens ought not to be handed over to the Federal 
authorities for trial. ... I hope you informed the President of 
the status of his case before the Court. 1 am convinced that there is 
a political design in trying now to have him tried before the Federal 
courts. He will not be delivered up with my consent.’ 

We have no means of knowing what the political conspiracy was 
which Governor Wise then thought he scented. But the chief reason 
for the change of policy in regard to Stevens’ trial, was the appoint- 
ment on December 14th of a committee of investigation of the United 
States Senate, consisting of three pro-slavery Senators and two from 
the North, headed by Senator Mason of Vir^nia. As this committee 
was avowedly appointed to strike at the ^higher and wickeder’ vil- 
lains, the special reason for having one trial in a United States 
Court — the examining of the Northern friends and backers of Brown 
and of the Republican leaders — had disappeared. Hunter and Wise 
found it easy to show that Stevens had not actually been turned over 
to the Federal authorities, though his trial in November in Judge 
Parker’s court had been interrupted for that express purpose. 
Against this unjust and hurtful vacillation with Stevens, his counsel 
argued and protested in vain.” Yillard, p. 478. 

See ante, p.749. 
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particularly, was the presence of 
Cook, who had been at my house 
some three or four weeks before 
that. I had met him first on the 
street at Harper's Ferry. He 
addressed me by name, and said, 
“I believe you have a great many 
interesting relies at your house, 
could I have permission to see 
them if I should walk out some 
day?” I said, «Yes.” At that 
time I supposed he was an ar- 
morer engaged in the public 
works at Harper's Ferry almost 
all of whom know me, though I 
do not know them; but I am 
familiar with the faces of most 
of them; had not seen this man 
before, or I should have recog- 
nized him. He came out to my 
house about four weeks before 
this attack. While there he was 
looking at a pistol tliat General 
Lafayette had presented to Gen- 
eral Washington about the pe- 
riod of the Revolution. He asked 
me if I had ever shot it. T told 
him I had. He asked, '^Does it 
shoot well?” I told him I had 
not shot it for six or eight or 
ten years, that I liad merely tried 
it, and cleaned it, and put it in 
the cabinet, and, I remarked, it 
would never be shot again. He 
was very curious anoiit arms. He 
finally told me that he belonged 
to a Kansas hunting party, and 
'found it very profitable to hunt 
buffaloes for their hides. He un- 
buttoned his coat and showed me 
two revolvers, and said, he was 
in the habit of carrying them in 
his occupation, that he had been 
attacked with chills and fevers 
some time ago, and was wearing 
them to accustom his hips to their 
weight. He asked if T was fond 
of shooting. I said 1 formerly 
was; and then he said: “You 
would possibly like to try these?” 


We went in front of my house, 
and under a tree we stuck up a 
target, and fired some twenty- 
' four shots. He then told me that 
he had ai rifle, u twenty-two 
shooter, that he would like me to 
look at, ns he saw I had some 
fondness for firearms. He said 
to me, “When you come down to 
the Ferry, if you will call, I 
should like you to see it and try 
it.” Was at the Ferry, it so haj>- 
pencd, ten or fifteen days from 
that period, and inquired for 
him. Happened to know his name 
in this way ; he did not introduce 
himself when he ^ame, but in 
taking uji his large revolver (the 
size used in the army), I found 
“John E. Cook” engraved on the 
breech of it on a brass plate, and 
he said, “I engraved that myself; 
I borrowed the tools from a sil- 
versmith, a bungler, and think- 
ing I could do it better myself, 1 
did it.” Then, said I, “I pre- 
sume that is your name ?” and he 
said “Yes.” When 1 asked for 
him at the Ferry, they told me 
he had left, and I supposed, in 
all probability, he had gone to 
Kansas, as he told me he intend- 
ed to go in a few days. Believ- 
ing that lie had gone to Kansas, 
I was surprised to find him 
among the raiders in my home. 
The time he asked permission to 
come to my house and see my 
relics, I showed him the sword 
presented by Frederick the Great 
to General Wasliington, which he 
used as liis dress sword, as well 
ns one of the pistols presented to 
him by Lafayette. They de- 
scended to my father, and from 
him to me. My grandfather had 
the first choice of five swords 
left by the general. 

After looking around T ob- 
served that each man had two re- 
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volvers sticking in his belt in 
front besides the rifle. I re- 
marked to them) ^Tou are a very 
bold looking set of felloT^s^ but 
I should doubt your courage; you 
have too many arms to take one 
man.” I said to one of them, 
believe with a pop-gun I could 
take either of you in my shirt 
tail.” At that time the Are began 
falling from the flambeau, and I 
asked them to come in my room 
and light my candles, so as to 
prevent my house from being 
burnt. After going in, and while 
dressing myself, I said, ^Tossibly 
you will have the courtesy to tell 
me what this means; it is really 
a myth to me.” Stevens spoke up 
and said, ^^We have come here 
for the purpose of liberating all 
the slaves of the South, and we 
are able (or prepared) to do it,” 
or words to that effect. I went 
on deliberately and dressed my- 
self, and went into the dining 
room, thinking that possibly 
there was a better fire there; the 
fire in my chamber had gone out. 
When I got in Stevens said to 
me, “You have some firearms, 
have you not?” I replied, “Yes, 
but all unloaded.” He said, “I 
want them,” and Cook made a 
signal to him that be had seen a 
very handsome gun in my closet. 
It was a gun which I had im- 
\ ported from England, and think- 
ing he was a workman in the 
armory, I showed it to him, to 
get his opinion. I opened my 
closet in the dining room, and 
they took out the guns. A shot- 
gun and a rifle, and an old pis- 
tol of Harper’s Perry make of 
1806 , which was merely kept as a 
curiosity. They took them. Then 
Stevens said to me, “Have you a 
watch, sir?” I replied, “I have.” 
&id be, “Where is it?” I said, 


“It is on my person.” Said he, 
“I want it, sir.” Said I, “You 
shall not have it.” Said he, “Take 
care, sir.” He then asked, “Have 
you money?” I remarked, “It is 
very comfortable to have a good 
deal of it these times; money is 
rather scarce.” Then he made 
the same remark to me that he 
did before, “Take care, sir.” I 
then said to him, “I am going to 
speak very plainly; you told me 
your purpose was philanthropic, 
but you did not mention at the 
same time that it was robbery 
and rascality. I do not choose 
to surrender my watch.” He 
yielded the point; did not insist 
on it. I told him there were four 
there with arms, and they could 
take it, but I would not sur- 
render it. Then he said to me, 
“I presume you have heard of 
Ossawatomie Brown?” T said, 
“No, I hav^e not.” “Then,” said 
he, “you have paid very little at- 
tention to Kansas matters.” I 
remarked to him that I had be- 
come so much di.sguested with 
Kansas and everything connected 
with it, that whenever I saw a 
paper with “Kansas” at the head 
of it I turned it over and did not 
read it. “Well,” said he, “you 
will see him this morning,” 
speaking apparently with great 
glorification. After a little time 
they announced to me that my 
carriage was ready at the door. 
They saw in my cabinet a camp- 
service that belonged to General 
Arista in the Mexican war; I 
had taken it out of the case where 
it belonged and placed it in the 
cabinet; it is of very rare and 
beautiful workmanship; Stevens 
said, “I do not know but we 
shall want that,” but afterwards 
he said he did not know but that 
it was plated ware, instead of 
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silver. After some little time, 
some one came and announced 
that the carriage was at the door. 

Terence Byrne. Am 44. years 
old, a farmer and slaveholder. 
Live three miles from Harper’s 
Ferry. Had known for some 
time of a man named Smith who 
lived at the Kennedy farm about 
a mile and a half from me. Knew 
him by sight but not personally. 
Had met him on the road. On 
the morning of the 17th October 
left home on horseba(?k between 
5 and 6; passed a wagon on the 
road, driven by a colored man. 
And heard a voice call out, ‘‘Mr. 
Byrnes, stop.” I reined up my 
horse and looked back, and recog- 
nized John E. Cook on the 
ground; had known Cook before 
in that neigliborhood. He ap- 
proached me on the right side of 
my horse, and said to me, am 
very sorry to inform you that 
you are my prisoner;” looked at 
him and smiled, and said, ^^You 
are certainly joking.” He said, 
am not;” looked down, and 
under his coat I saw a barrel of 
a rifle protruding, and he kept 
moving it and jerking it; 
thought he wanted to attract my 
attention, from liis actions, to his 
being armed. A moment after- 
wards a second man approaclied 
me, whom T have since learned 
was C. P. Tidd, but at that time 
he was unknown to me. He pre- 
sented his gun to me, and said: 
"No ]>arley here, or T will put a 
ball in you,” or "through you.” 
"You must go with us to your 
place, we want your negroes.” or 
something like that; told him if 
that was the case I would go 
back rather than that he should 
put a ball through me ; w’ent back 
to my house; passed my brother 
on the porch just before enter- 


ing the door, and whispered to 
him, “Servile war.” We walked 
in. Cook, Leemnn and Tidd seat- 
ed themselves uninvited. Cook 
commenced a kind of a speech, 
sitting down, what we term a 
higher law speech, on the subject 
of slavery. He said that all men 
were created equal. Remember 
that distinctly. 1 asked my sis- 
ter, whom I saw was very much 
alarmed, where a cousin of mine 
was, who was tlien on a visit to 
my house. She answered that 
she was upstairs; told her to call 
her down and be witness to ev- 
erything that was said and done, 
as slie was a lady of consider- 
able nerve. Was too much excited 
to pay much attention to the 
speech. The first word my cousin 
said when slie came down, was, 
"Cowhide those scoundrels out of 
the house; why do yon suffer 
them to talk to you?” These 
three men, Cook, Tidd and Lee- 
mnn, were all armed with Sharp’s 
rifles and revolvers. 

Just after my arrest on the 
road, they made a proposition to 
me to tliis effect, that T had bet- 
ter be quiet and give up iny 
slaves; or, if T would give up my 
slaves voluntarily, lliey would en- 
ter into an article of agreement 
witli me. They said they would 
first rake me before their captain 
and they were certain that if T 
would give up my slaves volun- 
tarily their captain would enter 
into an article of agreement with 
me to protect my person and 
property. Told them that was 
something T would not do, that I 
looked to the state government, 
or if that failed to the federal 
government to protect me in my 
person and firoperty. They re- 
marked they would have them 
anvhow. they addressed my 
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brother in the house, and said: 
*T4r. Byrne, we want your 
daves.” My brother’s reply was: 
^^Captain Cook, you must do as I 
do when I want them — ^hunt for 
them.” They were too early in 
the morning. My brother’s Mr- 
vant and my own, two men, had 
left home the Saturday evening 
preceding, and had not returned 
yet, Monday morning. They did 
not get them. They went off for 
a while and then took me in a 
wagon to the school house. Then 
they took me to Harper’s Ferry. 
Tidd, Cook and the negroes were 
left behind with the wagon at 
the school house; proceed^ with 
Leeman south of the school house, 
when I was met by one of the 
Brown party, whom I had known 
by the name of Thompson. He 
was armed and had a blanket 
over his shoulders. He extended 
his hand and said, ^^How are you, 
Byrne f” I said, **Good morning, 
Mr. Thompson; I am well, how 
are youf” Was then disposed to 
put on a cheerful face, and asked 
him what was the news at Har- 
per’s Ferry. He said the people 
were more frightened than hurt, 
and he passed on. It commenced 
raining about the same time, and 
Leeman suggested that we get 
under a tree until the shower 
passed. We sat down on the 
side of the road; had an um- 
brella and proposed to him to sit 
up close to me, and my umbrella 
would be some protection to him. 
He remarked to me, “Our Cap- 
tain is no longer John Smith,” 
or I. Smith, or J. Smith, or some- 
thing like that, but was “John 
Brown, of Kansas notoriety.” 
My mind was busy with the fu- 
ture. I was fearful of a bloody 
dvil war; was under the impres- 
sion that, unless they were there 


in great numbers, they would not 
be foolish enough to make an at- 
tack on the holders of two slave- 
holding States; did not feel dis- 
posed to question Leeman at all; 
but he appeared to be very ser- 
ious; had very little to say while 
at the house, and I am inclined to 
think he was meditating his es- 
cape from them, judging from 
his manner. He took a seat by 
the side of the fireplace in my 
house and put his head against 
the mantel and drew his cap 
down. He wore a cloth cap. 
Cook then asked him if he was 
hungry. He said, “Yes, he was 
a little hungry.” Cook then asked 
him if he was sleepy, and he an- 
swered in the affirmative. 

Lind F. Currie. Am a farmer, 
but also teach the school here. 
My school is about half way be- 
tween the Kennedy farm and the 
Ferry. About three miles from 
the Ferry. Have about 30 pupils 
of both sexes from 8 to 15 years. 
An armed party came there on 
the morning of the 17th, about 10 
o’clock; some time after I had 
opened my school; Cook seemed 
to be the leader of the party. 
There were three white men, 
Cook and Tidd, and the third I 
have heard since, was Leeman. 
There were some negroes; do not 
recollect the number exactly. 
There might have been five and 
might have been ten ; Cook came 
in company with Mr. Byrne. 
Cook demanded possession of the 
school house. They were all full 
armed; Cook, I recollect, had a 
couple of revolvers sticking 
around his belt, and a large 
bowie knife and a Sharp’s rifle. 
The negroes had long pikes, noth- 
ing else. Cook came in and de- 
manded possession of the Mhool 
house. He said he was going to 
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occupy it as a sort of depot for 
their arms; that they intended 
depositing their arms and. imple- 
ments of war there; and they 
brought them in. At the same 
time he did not want me to dis- 
miss the school. He thought I 
had better keep on the school and 
we should not be interrupted. I 
told him I thought that would not 
answer. The children were then 
very much alarmed, and I could 
not do anything with them. They 
were not in condition to engage 
in their usual duties, and it would 
be impossible to keep them there. 
In the wagon were a number of 
long boxes containing probably 
a dozen Sharji’s rifles. They 
brought them in and deposited 
them in the school house. They 
took out at the same time one 
very large black trunk and put 
it in the school house; I think 
that was all except these boxes. 
Cook said their intention was to 
free the negroes; that they in- 
tended to adopt such measures 
as would effectually free them, 
though he said nothing about 
running them off or anything of 
that kind. He said this, too; 
that those slaveholders who 
would give up their slaves vol- 
untarily would meet with protec- 
tion, but those who refused to 
give them up would be quartered 
upon ; their property confiscated, 
used in such ways as they might 
think proper; at least they would 
receive no protection from their 
organization or party. He did 
not ask me if I were slave- 
holder. Am under the impres- 
sion that he discovered it after- 
wards. There was a little boy 
of a friend of mine going to my 
school, and I felt a special in- 
terest in him, and he was ex- 
tremely alarmed, and I was fear- 


ful that bad consequences might 
follow if I could not get him 
home very soon or do something 
with him to get him out of that 
fix. I asked Cook if he would 
allow me to take him home; he 
said yea, he had no objection; 
and I took him home to his 
father's house, about a half mile 
from there; I was gone probably 
an hour. I left them all there 
with the wagon ; their wagon was 
not unloaded when I left. I dis- 
missed school and allowed the 
children to go, but I kept this 
little boy because I wished to 
take him home myself. There 
was no one going liis road, and 
I felt rather a special interest in 
him; would not have gone back, 
but there was no way of getting 
out that T knew of. My road 
lay in 4hnt direction across the 
river. Tliere were two otlier 
roads, one through the Ferry, but 
both were occupied. The Ferry 
at that time was occupied by 
these men, and I could not get 
through the Ferry. There was 
another road passing up by 
Brown’s house, wdiich would have 
led me some miles out of my 
route home, but I did not go 
that way because I presumed 
that also was occupied by these 
men. When I got back to the 
school house I found nobody 
there but Cook and one black 
man with this wagon, the load 
of arms stowed about in the 
school house. I did not know 
the. negroes, but they knew me, 
I presume; they were Colonel 
Washington’s negroes, and I lived 
bi^t a mile from his house; 
learned afterwards that they 
stated to Cook who I was, that 
I was a Virginian, a farmer and 
slaveholder over there; and 1 
noticed some slight change in his 
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manner after I came back; he 
was rather cooler; but after 1 
was there some time he became 
rather more communicative, and 
spoke of a great many things. 
1 remained there until late in the 
evening. I felt as if I was de- 
tained; he did not tell me so in 
so many words, but when 1 made 
motions to move about he would 
rather get in my way and en- 
deavor as if he would prevent 
me, and 1 scarcely knew what 
course to pursue; asked his per- 
mission, however, to go towards 
night; saw the sun was getting 
down, and 1 told him I was 
anxious to get home. He told me 
I might go, but exacted a prom- 
ise that I would not reveal what 
I had seen going on there. I 
suppose between 2 and 3 o’clock 
probably in the afternoon, some- 
where, the shots became very 
rapid and continuous; we could 
hear them from the Ferry; they 
were constantly firing, and I 
asked him, *‘Mr. Cook, w^hat does 
that mean?” ^‘Well,” said he, 
^^it simply means this : that those 
people down there are resisting 
our men and we are shooting 
them down.” When I got back 
the negro seemed to be there as 
an assistant in guarding those 
arms. Cook told me he was there 
under orders from Brown, and 
that he could not get away. His 
orders from Brown were to re- 
main there and take care of that 
point and protect those arms. 
When I was allowed by Cook to 
go away on a promise that I 
would not reveal what I saw, I 
went down by a road directly 
leading to the river; I did not go 
by the Perry; it was then oc- 
cupied; did not go to the Ferry 
at all that night; went immediate- 
ly home ; there was nobody there 


but my mother and the negroes, 
and I was anxious to get home; 
started the next morning, how- 
ever, for the Perry; asked Cook 
at the school house: ^With how 
many men did you commence 
this foray down there.” He did 
not answer me directly, but said, 
“I do not know how many men 
are there now; there may be 
5,000 or there may be 10,000 for 
aught I know.” I believed it; 
1 supposed it was all true; I had 
no idea that twenty-two men were 
going to attempt such a foray as 
that. He was speaking, too, 
about different personages. Qer- 
rit Smith and Fred Douglass, he 
mentioned. He said they were 
interested in it, and knew of it. 
Those were the remarks he made. 
These, I think, were almost pre- 
cisely the words he used: That 
Oerrit Smith knew of it, and 
was interested in it, and also Fred 
Douglass; and I asked him espe- 
cially if Mi. Seward was con- 
cerned or interested in it, and I 
think he said he did not know. 
In the school house Cook and 
myself were talking of the feel- 
ing entertained towards the South 
by the North generally. He said 
he had no doubt that the efforts 
would be strong now and unfail- 
ing in order to extirpate the in- 
stitution of slavery from the en- 
tire land. I forgot in what con- 
nection exactly he brought that 
in; but that was about the gist 
of what he was saying. . He said, 
‘‘We, a little band, may perish 
in this attempt, but,” said he, 
“there are thousands ready at 
all times to occupy our places 
and to step into the breach.” He 
said, further, “It is our design 
to use every effort to dissemin- 
ate our sentiments in regard to 
the institution of slavery among 
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your own people; we will scat- 
ter them among yon in different 
ways; we will send our people 
among you as colporteurs and 
peddlers, and we will place them 
in your pulpits and schools; in 


different ways we will send our 
men among you, and by such 
means circulate our opinions and 
sentiments.” Our conversation 
was long and varied. 


Mr. Hunter introduced a written confession made by the 
prisoner to the jailer while in prison, which w^as read to the 
jury, as follows : 


THE CONFESSION. 

I became acquainted with Capt. John Brown in his camp on Mid- 
dle Creek, Kansas Territory, just after the battle of Black Jack, and 
was with him in said camp until it was broken up and his company 
disbanded, by Col. Sumner of the 1st Cavalry, U. S. A- 1 next saw 
him at the Convention at Topeka, which was on the 4th of July, 1856. 
1 next met him some days afterward in Lawrence. Did not see him 
again until the fall of 1857, when I met him at the house of E. B. 
Whitman, about four miles from Lawrence, K. T., which, 1 think, 
was about the 1st of November following. 1 was told that he in- 
tended to organize a company for the purpose of putting a stop to 
the aggressions of the Pro-Slaveiy men. 1 agreed to join him, and 
was asked if I knew of any other young men, who were perfectly 
reliable, whom I thought would join also. I recommended Richard 
Realf, L. F. Parsons and R. J. Hinton. 1 received a note on the next 
Sunday morning while at breakfast in the Whitney House from 
Capt. Brown, requesting me to come up that day, and to bring 
Realf, Parsons and Hinton with me. Realf and Hinton were not 
in town, and therefore 1 could not extend to them the invitation. 
Parsons and myself went and had a long talk with Capt. Brown. 

A few days afterward 1 received another note from Capt. Brown, 
which read, as near as 1 can recollect, as follows : 

‘^Date, 

*'Capt. Cook: 

"Dear Sir— You will please get everything ready to join me at 
Topeka, by Monday night, next. Come to Mrs. Sheridan’s, two miles 
south of Topeka, and bring your arms, ammunition, clothing and 
other articles you may require. Bring Parsons with you, if he can 
get ready in time. Please keep very quiet about the matter. 

"Yours, etc,, John Brown.” 

I made all my arrangements for starting at the time appointed. 
Parsons, Realf and Hinton could not get ready. I left them at Law- 
rence, and started in a carriage for Topeka. Stopped at the hotel 
over night, and left early the next morning for Mrs. Sheridan’s, to 
meet Capt. Brown. Stayed a day and a half at Mrs. S. s ; then left 
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Topeka, at which place we were joined by Stephens, Moffet and 
Kagi. Left Topeka for Nebraska City, and camped at night on 
the prairie northeast of Topeka. Here, for the first, 1 learned that 
we were to leave Kansas, to attend a military school during the 
winter. It was the intention of the party to go to Ashtabula County, 
Ohio. Next morning 1 was sent back to Lawrence to get a draft 
of $80 cashed, and to get Parsons, Realf and Hinton to go back with 
me. 1 got the draft cashed. Capt. Brown had given me orders to 
take boat to St. Joseph, Mo., and stage from there to Tabor, Iowa, 
where he would remain for a few days. I had to wait for Realf for 
three or four days; Hinton could not leave at that time. I started 
with Realf and Parsons on a stage for Leavenworth. The boats had 
stopped running on acount of tiie ice. Stayed one day in Leaven- 
worth, and then left for Weston, where we took stage for St. Joseph, 
and from thence to Tabor. 1 found C. P. Tidd and Leeman at 
Tabor. Our party now consisted of Capt. John Brown, Owen Brown, 
A. D. Stephens, Chas. Moffett, C. P. Tidd, Richard Robertson, Col. 
Richard Realf, L. F. Parsons, Wm. Leeman and myself. We stopped 
some days at Tabor, making preparations to start. Here we found 
that Capt. Brown’s ultimate destination was the State of Virginia. 
Some warm words passed between him and myself in regard to the 
plan, which, I had supposed, was to be confined entirely to Kansas 
and Missouri. Realf and Parsons were of the same opinion with me. 
After a good deal of wrangling, we consented to go on, as we had 
not the means to return, and the rest of the party were so anxious 
that we should go with them. At Tabor we procured teams for 
the transportation of about 200 Sharp’s rifles, which had been taken 
on as far as Tabor, one year before, at which place they had been 
left, awaiting the order of Capt. Brown. There were, also, other 
stores, consisting of blankets, clothing, boots and ammunition, and 
about 200 revolvers of the Massachusetts Arms patent, all of which 
we transported across the State of Iowa to Springdale, and from 
there to Liberty, at which place they were shipped for Ashtabula 
County, Ohio, where they remained till brought to Chambersburgfa, 
Pa., and were from there transported to a house in Washington 
County, Md., which Capt. Brown had rented for six months, and 
which was situated about five miles from Harper’s Ferry. It was 
the intention of Capt. Brown to sell his teams in Springdale, and 
with the proceeds to go on with the rest of the company to some 
place in Ashtabula County, Ohio, where we were to have a good 
military instructor during the winter; but he was disappointed in the 
sale. As he could not get cash for the teams, it was decided we 
should remain in the neighborhood of Springdale, and that our in- 
structor, Col. H. Forbes, should be sent on. We stopped in Pedee, 
Iowa, over winter, at Mr. Maxson’s, where we pursued a course of 
military studies. Col. H. Forbes and Capt. Brown had some words, 
and he^ (Col. F.) did not come on; consequently, A. D. Stephens was 
our drillmaster. The people of the neighborhood did not know o^ 
purpose. We remained at Pedee till about the middle of Aprils 
when we left for Chatham, Canada, via Chicago and Detroit. W6 
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stayed about two weeks in Chatham; some of the party stayed six 
or seven w^ks. We left Chatham for Cleveland, and remained there 
until late in June. In the meantime, Capt. Brown went east, on 
business; but previous to his departure, he had learned that Col. 
Forbes had betrayed his plans to some extent. This, together with 
the scantiness of his funds, induced him to delay the commencement 
of his work, and was the means, for the time being, of disbanding 
the party. He had also received some information which called for 
his immediate attention in Kansas. 1 wished to go with him, but 
he said that I was too well known there, and requested me and some 
others to ^ to Harper’s Ferry, Va., to see how things were there, 
and to gain information. While we were in Chatham he called a 
convention, the purpose of which w*as to make a complete and thor- 
ough organization. He issued a written circular, which he sent to 
various persons in the United States and Canada. The circular, as 
near as 1 can recollect, read as follows : 


“Chatham, Mav lOSS. 

“M. 

“Dear Sir — ^We have issued a call for a very quiet convention at 
this place, to which we shall be happy to see any true friends of 
freedom, and to which you are most earnestly invited to give your 
attendance. 

“Yours respectfully, John Brown.” 


As the names were left blank, I do not know to whom they were 
sent, though 1 wrote several of them. 1 learned, however, that one 
was sent to Frederick Douglass, and 1 think Gerrit Smith also re- 
ceived one. Who the others were sent to, I do not know. Neither 
Douglass nor Smith attended the convention. 1 suppose some 
twent 3 ’^-five or thirty of these circulars were sent, but ns they were 
directed by Capt. Brown or J. H. Kagi, I do not know the names of 
the parties to wdiom they were addressed. I do know, however, 
that they were sent to none save those whom Capt. Brown knew 
to be radical Abolitionists. I think it was about ten days from the 
time the circulars were sent, that the convention met. The place of 
meeting was in one of the negro churches in Chatham. ^ The conven- 
tion, I think, was called to order by J. H. Kagi. Its object was then 
stated, which was, to complete a thorough organization, and the 
formation of a constitution. The first business was to elect a 
President and Secretary. Elder Monroe, a colored minister, was 
elected President, and J. H. Kagi, Secretary. The next business was 
to form a constitution. Capt. Brown had already drawn up one, 
which, on motion, was read by the Secretary. On motion, it was 
ordered that each article of the constitution he taken up and separ- 
ately amended and passed, which was done. On motion, the consti- 
tution was then adopted as a whole. The next business was to nomin- 
ate a Commander-in-Chief, Secreta^ of War, and Secretary of 
State. Capt. John Brown was unanimously elected Command^in* 
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Chief; J. H. Kagi, Secretary of War, and Richard Realf, Secretary 
of State. Elder Monroe was to act as President until another was 
chosen. A. M. Chapman, I think, was to act as Vice-President. 
Doctor M. K. Delaney was one of the Corresponding Secretaries of 
the organization. There were some others from the United States, 
whose names I do not now remember. Most of the delegates to the 
convention were from Canada. After the constitution was adopted, 
the members took their oath to support it. It was then signed by all 
present. During the interval between the call for the convention and 
its assembling, regular meetings were held at Barbour’s Hotel, where 
we were stopping, by those who were known to be true to the cause, 
at which meetings plans were laid and discussed. There were no 
white men at the convention, save the members of our company. 
Men and money had both been promised from Catham and other 
parts of Canada. When the convention broke up, news was received 
that Col. H. Forbes, who had joined in the movement had given in- 
formation to the government. This, of course, delayed the time of 
attack. A day or two afterward, most of our party took the boat 
to Cleveland; Jno. H. Kagi, Richard Realf, Wm. H. Leeman, Richard 
Robertson and Capt. Brown remaining. Capt. B., however, started 
in a day or two for the East. Kagi, I think, went to some other 
town in Canada, to set up the type and to get the constitution printed, 
which he completed before he returned to Cleveland. We remained 
in Cleveland for some weeks, at which place, for the time being, the 
company disbanded. Capt. Brown had had the plan of the insur- 
rection in contemplation for several years — ^in fact, told me that it 
had been the chief aim of his life to carry out and accomplish the 
abolition of slavery. 

In his trip east he did not realize the amount of money that he 
expected. The money had been promised hona fide, but owing to the 
tightness of the money market, they failed to comply with his de- 
mands. The funds were necessary to the accomplishment of his 
plans. I afterward learned that there was a lack of confidence in 
the success of his scheme. It was, therefore, necessary that a move- 
ment should be made in another Erection, to demonstrate the prac- 
ticability of his plan. This he made about a year ago, by his invasion 
of Missouri, and the taking of about a dozen slaves, together with 
horses, cattle, etc., into Kansas, in defiance of the United States 
Marshal and his posse. From Kansas he took them to Canada, via 
Iowa City and Cleveland. At the latter place he remained some days, 
and I think, disposed of his horses there. It seems that the United 
States Marshal was afraid to arrest him, and this was all that was 
wanting to give confidence to the wavering in the practicability of his 
plan and its ultimate success. He came to Harper’s Ferry about the 
last of June, though I did not see him till late in July, or the early 
part of August, when we met on Shenandoah street, Hai^er^s Ferry, 
opposite Teamey’s store. I do not know who were his aiders or 
abettors, but have heard him mention in connection with it the names 
of Oerrit Smith of New York, Howe of Boston, and Sanborn and 
Thaddeus Hyatt of New York City. What connection, and how 
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far connected with his plan, 1 do not know, but 1 know he wrote a 
letter, a few weeks previous to his attack, to some gentlemen in 
Boston, which read, as near as 1 can recollect, as follows : 


‘^Date . 

^'Gentlemen — I have got nearly all my machines on, and shall be 
ready to start them in a few days, unless }>revented by a special 
Providence. Everything is working well. 1 shall want all the funds 
you promised me in a few days. 

^^Yoiirs, truly, Calm & Still.'* 


In the meantime the men who had engaged to go with him had 
most of them arrived at Chambersburgli, Pa., and been sent to the 
place which he had rented in Washington (\)unty, Md., about five 
miles from Harper’s Ferry. The greater j)art of the men kej>t out 
of sight during the day, for fear of attracting attention. The arms, 
munitions, etc., were carted from Chambersburgli to his rendezvous. 
The spear-heads and guards came in strong boxes, and the shafts 
passed for fork-handles. They were put together by our own men, at 
the house where most of them w’cre found. Udters of iinporlance came 
to the Chambersburg j»ostollice, and were sent by some of our own 
party to headquarters. The letters of minor importance came to the 
Perry, to J. Smith & Sons. All allusions to our business were made 
in such a blind \vay that tliey would not Jinve been understood by 
any outside parties, even should they have been miscarried. ^ The 
attack w’as made sooner than it was intended, owing to some friends 
in Boston writing a letter, finding fault with the management of 
Capt. B., and what to them seemed his nniieccssary delay and ex- 
pense. I do not know who those persons wore, or how for they 
were cognizant of his ((hipt. B.'s) plans. But 1 do know that Dr. 
Howe pave Capt. Brown a breach-loadinj; carbitie and a 
muzzle-loadinp pistols, all of Government manufacture. They were 
left either at the house of Capt. Brown or at the school house, where 
most of the arms were conveyed. At what lime and for wliat pur- 
pose they were given to Capt Brown I do not know. It was sup- 
posed that Colonel Hugh Forbes was dead. I was told V Caj.t 
Brown that when on East he had been told by Thaddeus Hyatt of 
New York, that some of the negroes at that place had infomed 
him (Hyatt) that Forbes had “gone np”--a phrase winch ( apt 
B. and the rest of our company understood to mean^ tliat lie had 
been killed. I do not think that Forbra had any cognizance of our 
plans from the time of our leaving Fedee, a year ago Iwt Aprt. 
Previous to his quarrel with Captain Brown, we considered that he 
would hold a place next to Brown in command 
present whereabouts of Luke F. Pa^ns or Charles Moffe^ TJe 
last I heard of Parsons was thr^i^ Capt Brown, who 
that Parsons had started for PAe's Peak, “d that he (B~^) 
thought he would be pretty tolerably peaked before he f>t A 

Bh^time before the attack on Harper's Perry, Capt Brown re- 
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quested me to find out in some way, without creating suspicion, the 
number of male slaves on or near the roads leading from the Ferry, 
for a distance^of eight or ten miles, and to make such memoranda as 
would be unintelligible to others, but in such a manner that 1 could 
make it plain to him and the rest of the company. He gave me two 
dollars to pay my expenses with. I took the road from Harper’s 
Perry to cWlestown, under* the plea of gaining statistics for a 
work to be published by John Henri, and to decide a wager be- 
tween him and Mr. Smith. I did not go on any other road. A few 
days after this, iCapt. Brown s^nt his wagon over by his son Oliver 
and Jeremiah Anderson, to bring my wife and myself to his house. 
They gave me a note from him, whi^, as near as 1 can recollect^ 
read as follows: 

"Mr. Cook— Dear Sir: You will please get everything ready to 
come with your wife to my house ^is morning. My wagon will 
wait for you. 1 shall take your wife to Chambersburgh, and shall 
start early tomorrow morning. Be as expeditious as possible. Be 
very careful not to say or do anything which will awaken any sus- 
picion. 

"You can say your wife is going to make a visit to some friends 
of hers in the country. Be very careful that you do not let any of 
our plans leak out. 

"Yours, etc., "J. Smith.” 

My wife and myself accordingly left Harper’s Ferry that night, 
accompanied by Oliver Brown and Jeremiah Anderson, for Captain 
Brown’s house in Washington County, Md. 

The next, after dinner, Captain B. and his son Watson, together 
with his wife and child, started for Chambersburgh. When Capt. 
B. returned, he told me that he had got her a good boarding place 
in Chambersburgh, at Mrs. Ritterer’s, and that she liked her boarding 
place very well. 

There were some six or seven in our party who did not know any- 
thing of our constitution, and, as I have since understood, were also 
ignorant of the plan of operations until the Sunday morning previous 
to the attack. Among this number were Edwin Coppie, Barclay 
Coppie, Francis J. Merriam, Shields Green, John Copland and 
Leary. 

The constitution was read to them by A. D. Stephens, and the 
oath afterward administered by Capt. Brown. Sunday evening 
previous to our departure, Capt. Brown made his final arrange- 
ments for the capture of Harper’s Ferry, and gave to his men their 
orders. In closing, he said: "And now, gentlemen, let mo ptess this 
one thing on your minds : you all know how dear life is to you, and 
how dear your lives are to your friends; and in remembering that, 
consider that the lives of others are as dear to them as youirs are to 
you; do not, therefore, take the life of any one if you can possibly 
avoid it ; but if it is necessary to take life in order to' save your own, 
then make sure work of it.” 




JOHN E. COOK 


831 


After taking the town, 1 was placed under Capt. Stephens, who 
received orders to proceed to the house of Col. Lewis Washington, 
and to take him prisoner, and to bring his slaves, horses, and arms, 
and as we came back to take Mr.^Allstadt and his slaves, and to 
bring them all to Captain Brown at the Armory. When we re- 
turned, I stayed a short time in the engine house to get warm, as 
I was chilled through. After 1 got warm, Capt. Brown ordered me to 
go with C. P. Tidd, who was to take William H. Leeman, and I think 
four slaves with him, in Col. Washington’s large Avagon, across the 
river, and to take Terrence Burns and his brother and their slaves as 
prisoners at their own house, while Tidd and t^ slaves who accom- 
panied him were to go to Capt. Brown’s house, and to load in the 
arms and bring them down to the school house, stopping for the 
Burnses and their guard. William 11. Leeman remained with me to 
guard the prisoners. On return of the wagon, in compliance with 
orders, we all started for the school house. When we got there, I 
was to remain, by Capt. Browm’s orders, with one of the slaves to 
guard the arms, while C. P. Tidd, with the other negroes, was to go 
back for the rest of the arms, and Burns was to be sent with William 
H. Leeman to Capt. Brown at the Armory. It was at this time 
that William Thompson came up from the Ferry, and Te))orted that 
everything was all right, and then hurried on to overtake William 
H. Leeman. A short time after the departure of Tidd 1 heard a 
good deal of firing, and became anxious to know the cause, but by 
orders were strict to remain at the school house and guard the 
arms, and I obeyed the orders to the letter. About four o’clock 
in the evening C. P. Tidd came with the second load. I then took 
one of the negroes with me and started for the Ferry. I met a negro 
woman a short distance below the school house, who informed me 
that they were fighting hard at the Ferry. I hunled on till 
I came to the Lock kept by George Hardy, about a mile above the 
bridge, where I saw his wife and Mrs. Klizabeth Read, who told 
me that our men were hemmed in, and that several of them had been 
shot. I expressed my intention to try to get to them, when Mrs. 
Hardy asked me to try to get her husliand released from the engine 
house. I told her I would. Mrs. Read begged of me not to go down 
to the Ferry. She said I would be shot. 1 told her T must make an 
attempt to save my comrades, and passed on down the road. A 
short distance below the Lock I met two boys whom I knew, and they 
told me that our men were all hemmed in by troops from Charles- 
town, Martinsburg, Hagerstown, and Shepherdstown. The negro 
who was with me had been very much frightened at the first report 
we received, and as the boys told me the troops were coming up the 
road after us soon, I sent him (the negro back to inform^ Tidd, 
while I hastened down the road. After going down opposite the 
Ferry, I ascended the mountain, in order to get a better view of the 
position of our opponents. 

I saw that our party were completely surounded, and as I saw 
a body of men on High street firing down upon them — ^they were 
about half a mile distant from me — T thought I would draw their 
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fire upon myself; I therefore raised my rifle and took the best aim 
1 could and fired. It had the desired effect, for the very instant 
the party XHpturned it. Several shots were exchanged. The last 
one they fired at me cut a small limb 1 had hold of just below 
my handj and gave me a fall of about fifteen feet, by which 1 was 
severely bruised and my flesh somewhat lacerated. I descended from 
the mountain and passed down the road to the Crane on the bank 
of the canal, about fifty yards from Mr. W.’s store. 1 saw several 
heads behind the door post looking at me; I took a position behind 
the Crane, and cocking my rifle, beckoned to some of them to come 
to me; after some hesitation, one of them approached and then an- 
- other, both of whom knew me. 1 asked them if there were any 
armed men in the store. They pledged me their word and honor 
that there were none. I then passed down to the lock house, and 
went down the steps to the lock, where I saw William McGreg, and 
questioned him in regard to the troops on the other side. He told 
me that the bridge was filled by our opponents, and that all of our 
party were dead but seven — ^that two of them were shot while trying 
to escape across the river. He begged me to leave immediately. 
After questioning him in regard to the position and number of the 
troops, and from what sources he received his information, I bade 
him good night, and started up the road at a rapid walk. I stopped 
at the house of an Irish family at the foot of tlie hill, and got a cup 
of coffee and some eatables. 1 was informed by them that Captain 
Brown was dead; that he had been shot about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. At the time I believed this rei)ort to be true. I went 
on up to the school house, and found the shutters and doors closed; 
called to Tidd and the boys, but received no answer; cocked my 
rifle, and then opened the door. It was dark at the time. Some of 
the goods had been placed in the middle of the floor, and, in the 
dark, looked like men crouching. I uncocked my rifle, and drew 
my revolver, and then struck a match; saw that there was no one 
in the school house; went into the bushes back of the school house, 
and called for the boys. Receiving no answer, I went across the 
road into some pines, and again called, but could find no one. 1 
then started up the road toward Captain Brown’s house; I saw a 
party of men coming down the road ; when within about fifty yards 
I ordered them to halt; they recognized my voice, and called me. 

I found them to be Charles P. Tidd, Owen Brown, Barclay Coppie, 
r. J. Merriam and a negro who belonged to Washington or All- 
stadt. They asked me the news, and 1 gave the information that I 
received on the canal lock, and on the road. It seemed that th^ 
thought it would be sheer madness in them to attempt a rescue of 
our comrades, and it was finally determined to return to the house 
of Capt. Brown. I found that Tidd, before leaving the school 
house to go for Brown, Coppie and Merriam, had stationed the 
negroes in a good position in the timber back of the school house. 
On his return, howe^^er, they could not Ite found. We therefore left 
for Captain Brown’s house. Here we got a few artides which 
would be necessary, and then went over into the timber on the 
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side of the mountain, a few yards beyond the house, where the 
spears were kept. Here wo laid down and went to sleej). About 
three o’clock in the mornin^»-, one of our )»arty awakened and found 
that the negro had left us.' He immediately aroused tlie rest of the 
I^rty, and we concluded to go to the top* of the mountain before 
light. Here we remained for a few hours, and tlien passed over to 
the other side of the mountain, where we waited till dark, and then 
crossed the valley to the otlier range la^vond. 

I have forgotten to state previously, that before 1 left i’aptain 
Brown in Cleveland, Ohio, lie gave me orders to trust no one with 
our secret, and to hold no convei’sation witli the slaves, which orders 
I obeyed with but a single exce])tion, wliieh I here mention. The ex- 
ception to which I illude is sinijdy this: 1 met a parly of four 
negroes, two free and two slave, near Bolivar, «letTersi»n C^ninty, 
Virginia. I asked them if they had ever thouglit about llieir free- 
dom. They replied, ^Mliey tlionght they ought lo be five,’’ but ex- 
pressed doubts that they ever would be. 1 lold tlnaii that time 
might come before many years, but for the present to keep dark 
and look for the good time corning, and loft them. 

1 see from some of Ihe news{>a]»ers, that 1 have been re]»reHented 
as Captain Brown’s chief aid. This is incorrect. Kagi was second in 
command, Stephens third, HazHtt fourth. Further than this, J do not 
know that Captain Brown Jiad made known any ]>reference as to 
superiority or rank. Edwin (’op])ie and Dolphin Thomas were the 
only lieutenants he commissioned. Owen Brown, Barclay Coppics 
and F. J. Merriam wore not at the Ferry during the time the attack 
was made, but remained by order of (’aptain Brown to lake elinrge 
of the premises, and to guard tlie arms left ui Brown’s bouse in 
case of an attack. I do not know of any i>erson in the Ferry or its 
neighborhood wlio knew of our plans, save our own j)arty, and tliey 
were pledged to keep it secret. 

Richard Realf, one of our original party, and oiir Secretary of 
State, came from Chatham to Cleveland a few days before Cnpt. 
Brown’s arrival from the East. Soon after bis arival be (Capt. B.) 
sent Realf to New York City, at which ]>bice he embarked for Eng- 
land for the purpose of carrying out the plans of (’apt. Brown. 
Realf was born and raised in Englaml. He is a peasant’s son, but 
bis native talents bronglit him into the notice of some of the no- 
bility, who look charge of him and made arrangements to give 
him a finished education. He w'as taken into the farnilv of Lady 
Noel Byron, wdiere be made his home while pursuing his studies. 
Falling in love with a young lady of noble birth, who w^as a relative of 
Lady Byron’s, be was ’censured by Lady B. for bis presumption. He 
became offended at her interference, and finally left Lady B. to 
work his own way in the world. About this time the (’hartist move- 
ment was made, which Realf joined, and the result was, he was 
obliged to seek safety by emigrating to America. He made his borne 
some years in New York City. A part of the time he was there, 
he "was engaged as assistant superintendent of the Five Points Mis- 
sion. He is well known as an author and a poet. He gave up his 
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situation as assistant superintendent, and went to Kansas in the 
summer or fall of 1856. I first met him in Lawrence, Kansas. No 
word was received from him to my knowledge, fdter he left for 
England, to which place he went in his own capacity and that of 
our Secretary of State, to solicit funds for the support of our or- 
ganization. He proposed to deliver a course of lectures in various 
parts of England, and the net proceeds of which jwere to be given 
to cany out Capt. Brown’s plan. He is a man of rare talents, 
and a powerfid and fluent speaker. He is about 28 years of age. 
Mr. Kagi, I believe, got a letter from some one in England a few 
months ago, stating that Bealf had sailed for this country, and that 
he had quite a sum of money with him, but further than that, we 
have been unable to find any trace of him. Capt. Brown and the 
rest of our company who knew him, think that he is dead. 

At the time Mr. Allstadt was taken, I was not at his house, but 
in the carriage with Col. Lewis Washington, opposite the house. I 
do not think any arms were placed in the hands of his slaves till 
they arrived at the musket armory. I did not see any of the 
spears on our way from the Perry to Col. Washington’s — ^there were 
none taken out, to my knowledge. After stopping about half an 
hour at the engine house to get warm, I was called out by Captain 
Brown, and then saw, for the first time, the slaves with spears in 
their hands. 1 do not know who gave them the spears, but it was 
some of our party, and probably by the order of Captain Brown. 

The negro who was with me on Monday evening, when I left the 
school house for the Ferry, was armed with a double barreled shot- 
gun, and I think a revolving pistol of the Massachusetts arms manu- 
facture. Who delivered him the arms I do not know. He was under 
my control till 1 sent him back to report to Tidd that the troops 
were coming up. He obeyed orders while with me. 

I was commissioned as a captain on the Sunday of the insurrec- 
tion, at the same time the others were, and with them took the oath 
prescribed in Article 48 in the Constitution. 

George B. Gill joined us before leaving Iowa, in the spring, as did 
Stewart Taylor. 


* November 8. 

MR. VOORHEES’ SPEECH. 

Mr. Voorhees. Gentlemen of the Jury : The place I occupy 
in standing before you at this time is one clothed with a re- 
sponsibility as weighty and as delicate as was ever assigned to 
an advocate in behalf of an unfortunate fellow-man. No lan- 
guage that I can employ could give any additional force to 
the circumstances by which I am surrounded, and which press 
80 heavily on the public mind as well as on my own. I come, 
too, as a stranger to each one of you. Tour faces I know only 
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by the common image we bear to our Maker ; but, in your ex- 
alted character of citizens of the ancient and proud Com- 
monwealth of Virginia,- and of. the American Union, I bear 
to you a passport of friendship and a letter of introduction. 

I came from the sunset side of your Western mountains — 
from beyond the rivers that now skirt the borders of your 
great State ; but I come not as an alien to a foreign land, but 
rather as one who returns to the home of his ancestors, and 
to the household from which he sprang. I come here not as 
an enemy, but as a friend ; with interests common with your- 
selves, hoping for your hopes, and praying that the prosper- 
ity and glory of Virginia may be perpetual. Nor do I forget 
that the very soil on which I live in my Western home was 
once owned by this venerable Commonwealth as much as the 
soil on which I now stand. Her laws there once prevailed, 
and all her institutions were there established as they are here. 
Not only my own State of Indiana, but also four other great 
States in the Northwest, stand as enduring and lofty monu- 
ments of Virginia’s magnanimity and princely liberality. 
Her donation to the General Government made them sover- 
eign States; and since God gave the fruitful land of Canaan 
to Moses and Israel, such a gift of present and future empire 
has never been made to any people. Coming from the bosom 
of one of these States, can I forget the fealty and duty which 
I owe to the supremacy of your laws, the sacredness of your 
citizenship, or the sovereignty of your State t Rather may 
the child forget its parent and smite with unnatural hand the 
author of its being! 

The mission on which I have visited your State is to me, 
and to those who are with me, one full of the bitterness and 
poison of calamity and grief. The high, the sacred, the holy 
duty of private friendship for a family fondly beloved by all 
who have ever witnessed their illustrations of the purest social 
virtues, commands, and alone commands my^ presence here. 
And, while they are overwhelmed by the terrible blow which 
has Vailon upon them through the action of the misguided 
young man at the bar, yet I speak their sentiments as well as 
my own when I say that one gratification, pure and unalloyed. 
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has been afforded us since our melancholy arrival in your 
midst. It has been to witness the prog^ss of this Court from 
day to day, surrounded by all that is calculated to bias the 
minds of men, but pursuing with calmness, with dignity, and 
impartiality, the true course of the law and the even pathway 
of justice. I would not be true to the dictates of my own 
heart and judgment, did 1 not bear voluntary and emphatic 
witness to the wisdom and patient kindness of his Honor on 
the bench; the manly and generous spirit which has charac- 
terized the counsel for the prosecution ; the true, devoted, and 
highly professional manner of the local counsel here for the 
defense; the scrupulous truthfulness of the witnesses who 
have testified, and the decorum and justness of the juries who 
have acted their parts from the first hour of this Court to 
the present time. I speak in the hearing of the eountiy. An 
important and memorable page in history is being written. 
Let it not be omitted that Virginia has thrown around a band 
of deluded men, who invaded her soil with treason and mur- 
der, all the safeguards of her Constitution and laws, and 
placed them in her Courts upon an equality with her own 
citizens. I know of what I speak, and my love of truth and 
sense of right forbid me to be silent on this point. 

Gentlemen, I am not here on behalf of this pale-faced, fair- 
haired wanderer from his home and the paths of duty, to talk 
to you about legal technicalities of law born of laborious an- 
alysis by the light of the midnight lamp. I place him before 
you on no such ground. He is in the hands of friends who 
abhor the conduct of which he has been guilty. But does that 
fact debar him of human sympathy? Does the simple act 
smite the erring brother with a leprosy which forbids the 
touch of the hand of affection ? Is his voice of repentance and 
appeal for forgiveness stified in his mouth? If so, the meek 
Savior of the world would have recoiled with horror from 
Mary Magdalene, and spumed the repentant sorrow of Peter 
who betrayed him. For my client I avow every sympathy. 
Fallen and undone ; broken and rained as he is by the fall, 
yet, from the depths of the fearful chasm in which he lies, I 
hear the common call which the wretched make for sympathy 
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more clearly than if it issued from the loftiest pyramid of 
wealth and power. If He who made the earth and hung the 
sun and moon and stars on high to give it light, and created 
man a joint heir of eternal wealth, and put within him an im- 
mortal spark of celestial flame which surrounds His throne, 
could remember mercy in executing justice when His w’hole 
plan of Divine government was assailed and deranged ; when 
His law was set at defiance and violated ; when the purity of 
Eden had been defiled by the presiuice and counsels of the 
serpent — ^why, so can I, and can you, when the wrong and 
the crime stand confessed, and every atonement is made to the 
majesty of the law which the prisoner has in his power to 
make. 

Let us come near to each other and have a proper under- 
standing. I am laboring with you for an object. I think I 
know something of the human heart and of the leaping attri- 
butes by 'which it is governed throughout the world. By vir- 
tue of those attributes, I feel that we may annihilate the 
distance that separates our homes, sweep away all blinding 
excitement, and sit down together and reason upon this most 
tragic and melancholy affair as become citizens of the same 
government, proud of the same lineage, actuated by the same 
interests, and forever linked to the same destiny. You are 
not merely impanelled in your capacity as jurors to pass 
upon the life of this erratic youth before you. but the nation 
cannot be divorced from a deep and permanent interest in 
your deliberations. The crime for which the law claims his 
life as forfeit is one connected with a question of the weight- 
iest national import — a question which, without any fault of 
yours, has rudely strained and shaken the bonds which em- 
brace and hold together the States of the Union. This trial 
is incident to that question, and must be met in the face of the 
whole nation, and in the view of the entire American people, 
as a matter of universal interest and concern. The very nature 
of the offense now under discussion lifts us all to a point of 
observation on which statesmen and patriots have long bent 
their anxious looks. And the pressing, ever present and deter- 
mined question of the hour which now sits with you in the 
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• jury box, and will retire with you to your deliberations on 
your verdict, is. How shall you most fully meet the require* 
ments of the American people at large; best conduce to the 
peace and repose of the Union; allay the rushing winds that 
are abroad on the face of the great deep ; say peace be still to 
the angry elements of paimion and treasonable agitation, and 
at the same time do all your duty as honest and conscien- 
tious men administering the laws of your State t If it shall 
be in my power, in some measure, to point out the course by 
which these great objects may be attained, I shall mark this 
otherwise sad day on which I address you as the brightest 
to me in the calendar of time. And, further, if these objects 
are to be attained on your part by invoking in your midst, 
and following the winning counsels of the meek-eyed and 
gentle angel of mercy — ^if you can faithfully discharge your 
oaths as jurors, and, at the same time, best meet the obliga- 
tions which rest upon you as American citizens by tempering 
the bitter cup which justice commends to the lips of the pris- 
oner with the ingredient of clemency, I know you, by the 
universal law of the human heart, will rejoice in such an op- 
portunity, and join in the public and private happiness which 
will flow from your verdict. By the help of God, and appealing 
to him for the purity of the motives which animate my breast, 
I now proceed to demonstrate such a course as both just and 
wise in the case of John E. Cook. 

First of all things, gentlemen of the jury, is your duty to 
A^rginia. Whatever she requires at your hands, that you are 
to give. Your first love belongs to her; she is the matron 
who has nursed you, and the Queen Mother to whom you owe 
allegiance. As an advocate and defender at home of the doc- 
trines of the State rights men of the school of 1798, I do not 
come here to ask you to abate one jot or tittle of your affec- 
tion and jealousy for the honor and interest of Virginia. 
Indeed, were such an invocation necessary, which I know it is 
not, I would invoke you by the great names of your history, 
by the memory of your ancient renown, by the thrilling asso- 
ciations of the classic soil on which we stand, and by the pres- 
ent commanding attitude which your Commonwealth holds 
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before the world, to be true and loyal to what she has been, 
what she is, and what she hopes to be. 

But how stands Virginia in reference to the assault which 
was made upon her citizens and her soil at Harper's Perry on 
the 17th day of October, 1859, and what vindication does she 
need at your hands for the outrage*? Are the cireumstanees 
such as to rc(|uire of her the re-enaetinent of the Mosaic law, 
repealed by the benign teachings of the Nazarene on the shores 
of Galilee? Is she required to say in a stern and inexorable 
spirit : 

"And if any mischief follow, then thou shnlt give life for life, 
Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 
Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe?” 

Not so. She asks nothing of the kind at your hands. Pun- 
ishment has already been swift and sure. The measure of her 
vengeance for the great wrong committed against her is full, 
and her vindication is ample before the world. She met her 
invaders on the spot, and those who lifted their hands against 
her, are, most of them, in the graves to which Virginians con- 
signed them; a few bound in her prisons, and a few otln^rs 
wanderers and fugitives on the face of the earth. The Execu- 
tive and citizens of your State guided the bolt which fell upon 
this mad offspring of a loathsome fanaticism, and the in- 
vasion perished at a single blow. And, in the spirit of the 
answer of Cushi to King David, I would say to you: “The 
enemies of the State of Virginia, and all that rise against her 
to do her hurt, be as these men are." But as the great King 
of Israel rose up and went to his chamber, and wi'pt over the 
untimely fall of Absalom, the rebidlious son of his own loins, 
who had lifted his parricidal hand against the life of an in- 
dulgent father, may not the world commend a similar emo- 
tion in the breast of a jury of Virginians over the sorrowful 
fate of the youthful prisoner at the bar! You will probably 
say that the lives of your citizens have been sacrificed. I 
answer that it is lamentably true; but it is also true, that life 
has been taken already to atone for life ; that the blood of 
murderers, older and wiser than the prisoner, has been poured 
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out in response to the cry of the blood of yonr citizens from 
the ground. You will say that the soil of your State has been 
polluted by the foot of the traitor. I answer, that the foot- 
step rested but as for a moment on your border, and was 
swept away by a whirlwind of patriotic indignation. You 
will say, that your law has been violated; your dignity and 
honor as a free people insulted. I answer, that, alas! it is 
too true ; but I answer, also, that it is equally true, that your 
laws have been fully, thoroughly and justly vindicated. Here, 
in this court, again and again, the sword of justice, wielded 
by an even hand, has fallen upon the miserable remnant of 
the confederated band who impiously mocked the integrity 
of the American Union by assailing the institutions of Vir- 
ginia. The leader stands at the foot of the gallows, and on 
its* heights will expiate many crimes against the peace and 
laws of this country — ^not least amongst which is the crime 
of enlisting young men, such as the prisoner, in a cruise of 
piracy against yon and I, and all law-abiding citizens of this 
happy Union. Let the leader of the mutiny on shipboard 
perish ; but if it appears that young men have followed false 
guidance, and been bound in the despotism of an iron will, 
order them back to duty, and give them one more chance to 
show whether they are worthy of life or death. Virginia can 
thus afford to act. It is one of the chief blessings of power 
that it can extend mercy to the weak ; and the crown jewel of 
courage is magnanimity to the fallen. 

But there is another point on which Virginia, though 
mourning for the death of her citizens, has triumphantly met 
the aspersions and calumnies of the enemies of her domestic 
institutions by reason of the late outbreak at Harper’s Ferry. 
The institution of domestic slavery today stands before the 
world more fully justified than ever before in the history of 
this, or, indeed, perhaps, of any other country. The liberator, 
urged on by a false and spurious philanthropy, deceitful and 
sinister in its origin, and selfish and corrupt in its practice, 
came into your midst to set the bondsman free, and though 
violence tore him from his master, though liberty was sounded 
in his ear, though a leader was proclaimed to lead him to the 



JOHN E. COOK 


841 


promised land, though an impiously, self-styled Moses of de- 
liverance came in the might of the sword and placed arms of 
bold attack and strong defense in his hands, yet what a spec- 
tacle do we behold ! The bondsman refuses to be free ; drops 
the implements of war from his hands ; is deaf to the call of 
freedom ; turns against his liberators, and, by instinct, obeys 
the injunction of Paul by returning to his master! Shall this 
pass for nothing? Shall no note be made of this piece of the 
logic of our Government? Shall the voice of the African him- 
self die unheard on the question of his own freedom? No. It 
shall be perpetuated. It shall be put in the record. The 
slave himself, under circumstances the most tempting and 
favorable to his love of freedom, if he has any; surrounded 
by men and scenes beckoning him on to vengeance, to liberty 
and dominion ; with the power of life and death over his mas- 
ter in his hands, and the world open before him; with the 
manacle and chain, which was never forg(»d or wielded 
except in the heated furnace of a riotous and prurient iiriagi- 
Tiation, stricken from his bcwly, turns (»agerly and fondly to 
the conditions assigned him by the law not merely of Vir- 
gijiia, not merely of Legislatures and lawmiakers, but by the 
law of his being, by the law which gov<Tns his relation to the 
white man wherever the contact exists, by the law which 
made the hewers of wood and drawers of water under a gov- 
ernment formed by God himself, and which, since the world 
began down to the present time, has made the inferior subor- 
dinate to the superior whenever and wherever two uner|ual 
races have been brought together. L(‘t this fact go forth to 
the country. Let it be fully understood by those men and 
women who languish and sigh over the condition of your in- 
stitutions, that their sympathy is repudiated, and that they 
themselves are despised by both races in the South. This, 
too, Virginia has proven. 

Is there anything left to be done by your verdict in peremp- 
torily taking the life of the prisoner, and offering it a sacri- 
fice to heal the wrongs of your State? I humbly conceive 
that Virginia in no respect needs such a sacrifice. This much 
I think I have shown. 
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And now let us turn to the prisoner. If Virginia, through 
you, can afford to be clement, your inquiry will then be, is the 
object on 'whom you are asked to bestow your clemency wor> 
thy to receive itf I know the field on which I now enter is 
filled with preconceived ideas; but, in the spirit of truth, I 
shall explore it, and, by the truth of what 1 say, I am willing 
that my unfortunate client may be judged by you, and, more- 
over, by that God in whose presence no hidden things exist, 
and before whom, at no distant day, you and I shall stand 
with him and see him and know him as he is, and not as we 
see him and know him now, encompassed by the dread and 
awful calamities of the present hour. 

Who is John E. Cookf He has the right himself to be 
heard before you; but I will answer for him. Sprung from 
an ancestry of loyal attachment to the American Gk)vem- 
ment, he inherits no blood of tainted impurtiy. His grand- 
father an officer of the Revolution by which your liberty as 
well as mine was achieved, and his gray-haired father, who 
lives to weep over him, a soldier of the war of 1812, he brings 
no dishonored lineage into your presence. If the blood which 
flows in his veins has been offered against your peace, the 
same blood in the veins of those from whose loins he sprang 
has been offered in fierce shock of battle and foreign invasion 
in behalf of the people of Virginia and the Union. Bom of 
a parent stock occupying the middle walks of life, and pos- 
sessed of all those tender and domestic virtues which escape 
the contamination of those vices that dwell on the frozen 
peaks, or in the dark and deep caverns of society, he would 
not have been here had precept and example been remem- 
bered in the prodigal wanderings of his short and die<dcered 
life. Poor, deluded boy! wayward, misled child! An evil 
star presided over thy natal hour, and smote it with gloom. 
The hour in which thy mother bore thee and blessed thee as 
her blue-eyed babe upon her knee, is to her now one of bit- 
terness, as she stands near the bank of the chill river of 
death, and looks back on a name hitherto as unspotted and 
as pure as the unstained snow. May God stand by and sub- 
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tain her, and preserve the mothers of Virginia from the 
waves of sorrow that now roll over her ! 

Not only the ancestry of John E. Cook, but all with whom 
his life is now bound up, stand before the country as your 
friends and the friends of the Constitution, as handed down 
to us by the valor and wisdom of Washington. I will not 
shrink from the full and absolute recognition of my position. 
You and I, gentlemen of the jury, can have no secrets in this 
case from one another. We will withdraw the curtains, and 
look each other fully in the face. A citizen of the State in 
which I live, who, by virtue of his brilliant and commanding 
intellect, and because of his sound and national principles, 
has been placed at an early period of his life in the highest 
position in the power of a State to give, is here beside me, and 
wears near his heart a sister’s likeness to this boy. And there 
is not in the wide world, on the broad green face of the earth, 
a man, whose heart is not wholly abandoned to selfish deprav- 
ity, who will not say that his presence here is commended 
by honor, love, duty and fidelity to all that ennobles our poor 
fallen race. Let poor, miserable, despised, loathed, spurned 
and abhorred miscreants cavil and revile at this proud act of 
painful duty. The true and eternal impulses of the human 
heart, the world over, constitute our appellate court. 

But the Governor of the State of Indiana needs neither 
vindication nor defense as a statesman of catholic opinions, 
nor as a man fully appreciating the duties of domestic life. 
Rather do I allude to his presence here and his position as to 
the agitating questions of the day, to show that something 
else besides ancestral inheritance or the teachings of family 
connections, has given the fatal bias to the prisoner’s mind, 
which led him away from the worship of his own household 
gods, and into the communion of idolators, aliens and ene- 
mies to the pure faith of an American citizen. And it seems 
to me, in view of the services which those who love this boy 
have rendered to their country, and in view of their devotion 
to the true construction of the Constitution and the injunc- 
tions of our fathers, I might rehearse and quote to you with 
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propriety a passage from the history of the latter years of the 
wisest king Israel ever had : 

'‘For it came to pass when Solomon was old that his wives tamed 
away his heart after other gods; and his heart was not perfect with 
the Lord his God as was the heart of David, his father. For Solomon 
went after Ashteroth, the' goddess of the loniaus, and after the 
abomination of the Ammonites. 

"And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and went not 
fully after the Lord as did David his father. 

"And the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was 
turned from the Lord God of Israel which had appeared unto him 
twice; 

"And had commanded him concerning this thing that he should 
not go after other gods; but he kept not that which the Lord com- 
manded. 

"Wherefore the Lord said unto Solomon, forasmuch as this is 
done unto thee, and thou has not kef>t my covenant and my statutes 
which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from 
thee, and will give it to thy servant. 

"Notwithstanding, in thy days T will not do it for David thy 
father’s sake.” 

The King, who was forgiven, and spared not merely his 
life, but his kingdom also, and his glory during his lifetime, 
because of the loyalty of his father, who had gone before him, 
was old and very wise, and full of experience. The prisoner 
before you has done mo more than to disobey your covenants 
and statutes, and pleads that it has been done in the early 
morning of life, his first offense, and under the baneful infiu- 
ence of a school of philosophy which he once thought sincere 
and right, but which he now here, once and forever, to you, 
and before the world, renounces as false, pernicious and pes- 
tilential. Shall man be more intolerant than Oodf Shall 
you be less merciful than He, in whose presence your only 
plea will be mercy! mercy! mercy! Will you say you dare 
not recommend mercy to John E. Cook, when divine exam- 
ples and the appeals of your own consciences are on your 
side? I will never believe it until the appalling fact is an- 
nounced by yon. 

But let us advance. I have spoken of Cook, his parentage 
and connections. Again comes the question, who is het And 



JOHN E. COOK 


845 


now I proceed to answer it with reference to the transactions 
at Harper's Ferry, and with reference to the facts of the 
case. Let ns spread broad and wide before us the moving 
panorama of evil which reaches its denouement at Harper’s 
Ferry. There are hearts and feelings woven in the destiny 
of the prisoner which shall be relieved and solaced as far 
as truth, dragged up from the depths of this misfortune, can 
relieve and solace them. In an evil hour— and may it be 
forever accursed! — John E. Cook met John Brown on the 
prostituted plains of Kansas. On that field of fanaticism, 
three years ago, this fair and gentle youth was thrown into 
contact with the pirate and robber of civil warfare. To others 
whose sympathies he has enlisted, I will leave the task of 
transmitting John Brown as a martyr and hero to posterity. 
In my eyes he stands the chief of criminals, the thief of 
property stolen — ^horses and slaves — from the citizens of Mis- 
souri, a falsifier here in this court, as I shall yet show, and 
a murderer not only of your citizens, but of the young men 
who have already lost their lives in his bloody foray on your 
border. This is not pleasant to say, but it is the truth, and 
as such ought to be and shall be said. You have seen John 
Brown, the leader. Now look on John Cook, the follower. 
He is in evidence before you. Never did I plead for a face 
that I was more willing to show, if evil is there, I have 
not seen it. If murder is there, I am to learn to mark the 
lines of the murderer anew'. If the assassin is in that young 
face, then commend me to the look of an assassin. No, gen- 
tlemen, it is a face for a mother to love, and a sister to ido- 
lize, and in which the natural goodness of his heart pleads 
trumpet-tongued against the deep damnation that estranged 
him from home and its principles. Let us look at the meeting 
of these two men. Place them side, by side. Put the young 
face by the old face; the young head by the old head. We 
have seen somewhat of the history of the young man. Look 
now for a moment at the history of the old man. He did 
not go to Kansas as a peaceable settler with his interests 
linked to the legitimate growth and prosperity of that ill- 
fated Territory. He went there, in the language of one who 
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has q)oken for him since his confinement here, as the Moses 
of the slaves’ deliverance. He went there to fulfill a dream, 
which had tortured his brain for thirty years, that he was to 
be the leader of a sacred Esodns from bondage. He went 
there for war, and not. for peace. He went there to call 
around him the wayward and unstable elelhents of a society 
in which the bonds of order, law, and religion were loosened, 
and the angry demon of discord was unchained. Storm was 
his element by his own showing. He courted the fierce temp- 
est.- He sowed the wind that he might reap the whirlwind. He 
invoked the lightning and gloried in its devastation. Sixty 
summers and winters had passed over his head, and planted 
the seeds of spring and gathered the harvests of autumn in 
the fields of his experience. He was the hero, too, of battles 
there. If laurels could be gained in such a fraticidal war as 
raged in Kansas he had them on bis brow. Ossawatomie was 
given to him, and added to his name by the insanity of the 
crazy crew of the North, as Napoleon conferred the names of 
battle fields on his favorite marshals. The action of Black 
Jack, too, gave him consideration, circumstance, and condition 
with philanthropists of bastard quality, carpet-knight heroes 
in Boston, and servile followers of fanaticism throughout the 
country. His courage is now lauded to the skies by men 
who have none of it themselves. This virtue, I admit, he 
has — blinked, however, with a thousand crimes. An iron will, 
with which to accomplish evil under the skillful guise of 
good, I also admit to be in his possession — ^rendering his 
influence over the young all the more despotic and danger- 
ous. Imagine, if you please, the bark on which this young 
man at the bar and all his hopes were freighted, laid along- 
side of the old weather-beaten and murderous man-of-war 
whose character I have placed before you. The one was 
stem and bent upon a fatal voyage. Grim-visaged war, civil 
commotion, pillage and death, disunion and universal deso- 
lation thronged through the mind of John Brown. To him 
law was nothing, the Union was nothing, the peace and wel- 
fare of the country were nothing, the lives Of the citizens of 
Virginia were nothing. Though a red sea of blood rolled 
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before him, yet he lifted up his hand and cried ‘‘Forward/* 
Shall he now shrink from his prominence and attempt to 
shrivel back to the grade of his recruits and subalterns f 
Shall he deny his bad pre-eminence and say that he did not 
incite the revolt which has involved his followers in ruinf 
Shall he stand before this Court and before the country 
and deny that he was the master-spirit, and gathered together 
the young men who followed him to the death in this mad 
expedition? No! his own hand signs himself “Commander- 
in-Chief,** and shows the proper distinction which should be 
made between himself and the men who, in an evil moment, 
obeyed his orders. Now turn to the contrast again and be- 
hold the prisoner. Young, and new to the rough ways of 
life, his unsandaled foot tender and unused to the journey 
before him, a waif on the ocean, at the mercy of the current 
which might assail him, and unfortunately endowed with 
that fearful gift which causes one to walk as in a dream 
through all the vicissitudes of a lifetime; severed and wan- 
dering from the sustaining and protecting ties of kindred, 
he gave, without knowing his destination or purpose, a pledge 
of military obedience to John Brown, “Commander-in-Chief.** 
Gentlemen of the Jury, there is one character which, in the 
economy of God*s Providence, has been placed upon the earth, 
but perhaps has never been fully drawn, and is most difficult 
to draw. It is the character of him who glides down the 
stream of life in a trance, dreams as he floats along, and sees 
visions on either shore. Realities exist in this world, no doubt. 
Practical views are certainly the best. But that impalpable, 
airy, and unsubstantial creations of the busy imaginations 
come now and then, and lure the children of men to chase the 
“ Will-0 *-the- Wisp** over the dangerous morass of life, is as 
true as that we have our allotted pilgrimage of three score 
years and ten. Who has not beheld the young man of strict 
moral culture, impressed with high principles of right, and 
gifted with good intellect, start out upon the dusty and well- 
beaten highway, which millions have trod before him, only to 
turn aside at the first inviting grove of pleasure, the first call 
of some fanciful wood nymph, or to follow over the falls of 
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rain and death some meandering stream whose beantifal sur- 
face caught his eye t To such a one right and wrong are utter 
abstractions, and have no relation whatever to things that 
exist. Give to such a mind a promise, however false, and from 
it will spring a castle in the air, with proportions as true and 
just as the most faultless architecture ever framed by mathe- 
matical skill. 

Some lay the foundatioii of their actions on the rock, and 
are never overthrown. Some build upon the shifting sand, 
and fall when the storm comes. But in each instance the 
building may be the same in its symmetry. So with the de- 
ductions of the mind. All depends, not upon the reasoning, 
but upon the basis on which thought rests, and which supports 
the edifice of our conclusions. The enthusiast and visionary 
takes his standpoint and fixes the premises of his conduct 
from caprice and the circumstances which have obtained the 
ascendency over his mind. That such has been the character 
and such the conduct of the prisoner, without one spark of 
malignity of heart, or a single impulse of depravity, all the 
evidence in this case clearly establishes. Some general ideas, 
gilded over by the alluring title of freedom, were held out to 
him by Brown, and formed the basis of what seemed to him 
duty and honor. If ever man charged with crime was lifted 
up by the evidence of his case above the ignoble traits of the 
ordinary felon, the prisoner is thus distinguished. Instead of 
the eager and willing bandit, anxious to join a hoary leader 
bent on mischief — ^instead of the outlaw in mind and character, 
gloomily and fiercely pondering revenge against bis fellow- 
men for fancied or real injuries — ^we see from the evidence a 
kind though wayward heart, a cheerful, obliging, though vis- 
ionary mind. With children everywhere he has been a favor- 
ite ; and since little children crept upon the knee of the Savior 
eighteen hundred years ago, they have been the most.infallible 
judges of a gentle and affectionate heart. Amiability and 
sweetness of temper he has carried with him tlurough the 
world, and he brings that trait now here before you to show 
that strong inducements and powerful incentives must have 
been brought to bear in order to engage him in an enterprise 
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BO dosper&te as that for which his life is now so sadly iniper* 
iled. What motive controlled him to this action! A crime 
without a motive cannot exist. - Was it the motive of blood- 
shed! His character forbids the thought. Was it the mo- 
tive of disloyalty to a government cemented by the blood of 
his ancestors, and defended by all who are near him by the 
ties of kindred ! Not a syllable of proof warrants such a con- 
clusion. Was his motive robbery and unholy gain! Other 
fields are more inviting to the land pirate ; but the thought of 
plunder never crossed a mind like his. One answer, and one 
alone, is to be given to all these questions. John Brown was 
the despotic leader, and John E. Cook was an ill-fated fol- 
lower of an enterprise whose horror he now realizes and de- 
plores. I defy the man, here or elsewhere, who has ever 
known John E. Cook, who ever looked once fully into his face, 
and learned anything of his history, to lay his hand on his 
heart and say that he believes him guilty of the origin or the 
results of the outbreak at Haiper’s Ferry. 

Here, then, are the two characters whom you are thinking 
to punish alike. Can it be that a jury of Christian men will 
find no discrimination should be made between them! Are 
the tempter and the tempted the same in your eyes! Is the 
beguiled youth to die the same as the old offender who has 
pondered his crime for thirty years! Are there no grades in 
your estimation of guilt! Is each one, without respect to 
age or circumstance, to be beaten with the same number of 
stripes! Such is not the law, human or divine. We are all 
to be rewarded according to our works, whether in punish- 
ment for evil, or blessings for good that we have done. You 
are here to do justice, and if justice requires the same fate to 
befall Cook that befalls Brown, I know nothing of her rules, 
and do not care to learn. They are as widely asunder in all 
that constitutes guilt as the poles of the earth, and should be 
dealt with accordingly. It is in your power to do so, and by 
the principles by which you yourselves are willing to be 
judged hereafter, I implore you to do itl 

Come with me, however, gentlemen, and let us approach 
the spot where the tragedy of the 17th of October occurred. 
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and analyze the conduct of the prisoner there. It is not true 
that he came as a citizen of your State and gained a home in 
your midst to betray you. He was ordered to take his position 
at Harper’s Ferry, in advance of his parly, for the sole pur* 
pose of ascertaining whether Col. Forbes of New York had 
divulged the plan. This order came from John Brown, the 
’'Commander-in-Chief,” and was doubtless a matter of as 
much interest to others of -prominent station as to himself. 
Cook simply obeyed — ^no more. There is not a particle of 
evidence that he tampered with your slaves during his tempo- 
rary residence. On the contrary, it is admitted on all hands 
that he did not. His position there is well-defined. Nor was 
he from under the cold, stem eye of his leader. From the 
top of the mountain his chief looked down upon him, and held 
him as within a charmed circle. Would Cook have lived a day 
had he tried to break the meshes which environed himt Happy 
the hour in which he had made the attempt, even had he per- 
ished; but, in fixing the measure of his guilt, the circum- 
stances by which he was surrounded must all be weighed. At 
every step we see him as the instmment in the hands of other 
men, and not as originating or advising anything. His con- 
duct towards that elegant and excellent gentleman. Col. Wash- 
ington, is a matter of sore regret to his friends and also to 
himself. It is the one act most difficult of all others to recon- 
cile with the well-known character of the man. But even 
there his offense is palliated by the dictatorship which gov- 
erned him. At first glance, we see a high-toned gentleman’s 
hospitality abused. This has been used to aggravate his ac- 
knowledged offenses. But the truth is, that when Cook first 
visited Colonel Washington's house and received from him 
various acts of kindness, the thought that soon he was to be 
ordered back over that threshold in a hostile manner had 
never entered his brain. 

The act was not Cook’s but Brown’s. The mere soldier is 
never punished for the outrages of his commander. And 
when you allow that the prisoner’s great error was his enlist- 
ment under the leadership of Brown in the first place, then 
you must admit that everything else has followed in logics 
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sequence. Obedience and fidelity upon a leader in a faW and 
pernicious cause are entitled to offset, in some measure at 
least, the evil that has -fiown from them. But the prisoner 
took certain weapons hallowed by great and sacred associa- 
tions from the possession of Col. Washington. Ah! in this 
he is once more consistent with the visionary and dreamy cast 
of his mind. The act was not plunder, for he pledged their 
safe return to their owner, and has faithfully kept that pledge 
to the full extent of his power. But his wayward fancy was 
caught with the idea that a spdl of enchantment hung around 
them, and that, like the relics of a saint, they would bless and 
prosper any cause in which they were invoked. The sword of 
Frederick the Great and the pistols of Lafayette linked to the 
name and family of Washington! With what a charm such 
associations would strike the poetic temperament of a young 
enthusiast, embarked in an enterprise presenting to his per- 
verted imagination the incentives of danger and glory ; and if 
a new order of things was to be inaugurated, and storm and 
revolution were to shake the country and the world, like the 
heart of the Bruce or the eagles of Napoleon, these warlike 
incentives of heroes were to fascinate and allure followers, 
and hallow the battles in which they were lifted. The mind 
of the prisoner is fully capable of dreaming such dreams and 
nursing such visions. 

But it is said that Cook left the scene at Harper’s Ferry at 
an early hour to avoid the danger of the occasion, and thus 
broke faith with his comrades in wrong. Even this is wholly 
untrue. Again we find the faithful, obedient subaltern carry- 
ing out the orders of his chief, and when he had crossed the 
river and fulfilled the commands of Brown, he did what 
Brown’s own son would not do — by returning and exposing 
himself to the fire of the soldiers and citizens for the relief 
of Brown and his party. We see much, alas ! too much, to 
condemn in his conduct, but nothing to despise ; we look in 
vain for an act that belongs to base or malignant nature. Let 
the hand of chastisement fall gently on the errors of such as 
him, and reserve your heavy blows for such as commit crime 
from motives of depravity. Up to this point I have followed 
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the prisoner, and traced his inunediate connection with tTiiw 
sad affair. Yon have everything before you. Yon have heard 
his own account of his strange and infatuated wanderings up 
and down the earth with John Brown and his coadjutors; 
how like a fiction it all seems, and yet how lamentably true; 
how unreal to minds like ours; how like the fever-dream of a 
mind warped and disordered to the borders of insanity does 
the part which the prisoner has played seem to every practical 
judgment ! Is there nothing in it at all that affords you the 
dearest privilege which man has on earth — ^the privilege of 
being merciful f Why, the very thief on the cross, for a sin- 
gle moment’s repentance over his crimes, received absolute 
forgiveness and was rewarded with paradise. But, gentlemen, 
in estimating the magnitude of this young man’s guilt, there 
is one fact which is proven in his behalf by the current history 
of the day which you cannot fail to consider. Shall John E. 
Cook peruh, and the real criminals, who, for twenty years, 
have taught the principles on which he acted, hear no voice 
from this spot? Shall no mark be placed on them? Shall 
this occasion pass away, and the prime felons who attacked 
your soil and murdered your citizens at Harper’s Ferry es- 
cape? The indictment before us says that the prisoner was 
seduced by the false and malignant counsels of other traitor- 
ous persons. Never was a sentence written more just and 
true. “False and malignant counsels’’ have been dropping 
for years, as deadly and blighting as the poison of the Bohun 
Upas tree, from the tongues of evil and traitorous persons in 
that section of the Union to which the prisoner belongs. They 
have seduced, not only his mind, but many others, honest and 
misguided lite him, to regard the crime at Harper’s 
Ferry, as no crime, your right as unmitigated wrongs, 
and the Constitution of the country as a league with heU and 
a covenant with death. On the skirts of the leaders of abo- 
lition fanaticism in the North is every drop of blood shed in 
the conflict at Harper’s Ferry! on their souls rests the crime 
of murder for every life there lost; and all the waters of the 
ocean could not wash the stains of slaughter from their treach- 
erous and guilty hands. A noted Boston abolitionist (Wen- 
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dell Philips) a few days ago, at Brooklyn, New York, in the 
presence of thousands, speaking of this tragic occurrence, 
said: “It is the natural result of anti-slavery teaching. For 
one, I accept it. I expected it.” I, too, accept it in the same 
light, and so will the country. Those who taught, and not 
those who believed and acted, are the men of crime in the 
sight of Gh)d. And to guard other young men, so far as in 
my power, from the fatal snare, which has been tightened 
around the hopes and destiny of John E. Cook, and to show 
who are fully responsible for his conduct, I intend to link with 
this trial the names of wiser and older men than he ; and if he 
is to be punished and consigned to a wretched doom, they shall 
stand beside him in the public stocks ; they shall be pilloried 
forever in public shame as the evil and traitorous persons 
who seduced him to his ruin by their false and malignant 
counsels. 

The chief of these men, the leader of a great party, a Sen- 


ator of long standing, has announced to the country that there 
is a higher law than the Constitution, which guarantees to 
each man the full exercise of his own inclination. The prisoner 
before you has simply acted on the law of William H. Seward, 
and not the law of his fathers. He has followed the Mahomet 
of an incendiary faith. Come forth, ye sages of abolitionism, 
who now cower and skulk under hasty denials of your com- 


plicity with the bloody result of your wicked and unholy doc- 
trines, and take your places on the witness stand. Tell the 
world why this thing has happened. Tell this jury why they 
are trving John E. Cook for his life. You advised his con- 
duct, and taught him that he was doing right. You taught 
him a higher law, and then pointed out to him the field of 
action. Let facts be submitted. Mr. Seward, in speaking of 
slavery, says: “It can and must be abolished, and you and I 
must do it.” What worse did the prisoner attempt T Again 
he said, upon the same subject, “Circumstances detenmne 
possibilities;” and doubtless the circumstances with which 
John Brown had connected his plans, made them possible m 
his estimation; for it is in evidence before the countiy, un- 
impeached and uncontradicted, that the great Senator of New 
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York had the whole matter submitted to him, and only whis- 
pered back, in response, that he had better not been told. He 
has boldly announced an irrepressible conflict between the 
free and slave States of this Union. These seditions phrases, 
^‘higher law” and “irrepressible conflict,” warrant and in- 
vite the construction which the prisoner and his young, de- 
luded companions placed upon them. Yet they are either in 
chains, with the frightful gibbet in full view, or sleep in dis- 
honored graves, while the apostle and master-spirit of insur- 
rection is loaded with honors and fares sumptuously every 
day. Such is poor, short-handed justice in this world. 

An old man, and for long years a member of the National 
Congress from Ohio, next shall testify here before you that he 
taught the prisoner the terrible error which now involves his 
life. Servile insurrections have forever been on the tongue 
and lips of Joshua R. Giddings. He says, “that when the 
contest shall come, when the thunder shall roll and the light- 
ning flash, and when the slaves shall rise in the South in imi- 
tation of the horrid scenes of the West Indies, when the 
Southern man shall turn pale and tremble, when your dwell- 
ings shall smoke with the torch of the incendiary, and dismay 
sit on each countenance, he will hail it as the approaching 
dawn of that political and moral millenium which he is well 
assured will come upon the world.” The atrocity of these 
sentiments chills the blood of honest patriots, and no part of 
the prisoners equals their bloody import. Shall the old leader 
escape and the young follower die T Shall the teacher, whose 
doctrines told the prisoner that what he did was right, go un- 
scathed of the lightning which he has unchained? If so, Jus- 
tice has fled from her temples on earth, and awaits us only on 
high to measure out what is right between man and man. The 
men who have misled this boy to his ruin shall here receive my 
maledictions. Th^ shrink back from him now in the hour of 
his calamity. They lift up their hands and say. Amen! to 
the bloody spectacle which their infernal orgies Iwve sum- 
moned up. You hear them all over the land ejaculating, 
through false, pale, coward lips, “Thou canst not say I did it, 
when their hands are reeking with all the blood tiiat has been 
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shed and which yet awaits the extreme penalty of the law. 
False, fleeting, perjured traitors; false to those who have acted 
upon your principles ; false to ff iends, as well as country, and 
perjured before the Constitution of the Republic — ministers 
who profess to be of God, who told this boy here to carry a 
Sharp’s rifle to Kansas, instead of his mother’s Bible — shall 
this jury, this court, and this country forget their guilt and 
their infamy, because a victim to their precepts is yielding up 
his life before you? May God forget me, if I here, in the 
presence of this pale face, forget to denounce with the wither- 
ing, blighting, blasting power of majestic truth, the tall and 
stately criminals of the Northern States of this’ Union. 

The visionary mind of the prisoner heard from a member of 
Congress from Massachusetts, that a new Constitution, a new 
Bible and a new God were to be inaugurated, and to possess 


the country. They were to be new, because they were to be 
anti-slavery ; for the old Constitution, and the old Bible, and 
the God of our fathers, the ancient Lord God of Isratd, the 
same yesterday, today, and forever, were not on the side of 
abolitionism. Is there no mitigation for his doom in the^fact, 
that he took his life in his hand, and aimed at that which a 
coward taught him, but dared not himself attempt! Base, 
pusillanimous demagogues have led the prisoner to the bar, 
but while he suffers— if suffer he must— they, too, shall have 
their recreant limbs broken on the wheel. I will not leave the 
soil of Virginia, I will not let this awful occasion pass into 
history, without giving a voice and an utterance to its true 
purport and meaning, without heaping upon its authors the 
load of execration which they are to bear henceforth 
ever. Day after day, and year after year. ^Jas the 
simoon of revolution, anarchy, discord, hostility to the South 
and her institutions, swept over that section 
which the lot of the prisoner has been cast. That he has been 
poisoned by its breath, should not cut him off from human 
sympathy; rather should it render every heart clement towarf 
hlm.^ He never sought place or station, but sought 
develop those doctrines which evil and traitorous 
caused^Mm to believe were true. Ministers, editors and po - 
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ticians — ^Beecher, Parker, Seward, Giddings, Stunner, Hale, 
and a host of lesser lights of each class — who in this court* 
room, who in this vast country, who in the wide world who 
shall read this trial, believes them not guilty, as charged in the 
indictment in all the counts, to a deeper and far more fearful 
extent than John E. CookT Midnight glodm is not more 
sombre in contrast with the blazing light of the meridian sun 
than is the guilt of such men in comparison with that which 
overwhelms the prisoner. They put in motion the maelstrom 
which has engfulfed him. They started the torrent which 
has home him over the precipice. They called forth from the 
caverns the tempest which wrecked him on a sunken reef. 
Before God, and in the light of Eternal truth, the disaster at 
Harper’s Ferry is their act, and not his. May the ghost of 
each victim to their doctrines of disunion and abomination sit 
heavy on their guilty souls! May the fate of the prisoner, 
whatever it may be, disturb their slumbers and paralyze their 
arms when they are again raised against the peace of the 
country and the lives of its citizens! 

I know by the gleam of each eye into which I look in this 
jury box, that if tiiese men could change places with young 
Cook, you would gladly say to him, “Go, erring and repentant 
youth, our vengeance shall fall on those who paid their money, 
urged on the attack, and guided the blow.’’ Let me appeal to 
you, gentlemen of the jury, in the name of Eternal truth and 
everlasting right, is nothing to be forgiven to youth, to inex- 
perience — ^to a gentle, kind heart — ^to a wayward and peculiar, 
though not vicious character — strangely apt to be led by pres- 
ent influences? I have shown you what those influences, 
generally and specially, have been over the mind of the pris- 
oner. I have shown you the malign influence of his direct 
leader. I have shown you, also, the “false and malignant 
counsels” in behalf of this sad enterprise, emanating from 
those in place, power and position. It might have been your 
prodigal son borne away and seduced by such counsels, as well 
as my young client. Do with him as you would have your own 
child dealt by under like circumstances. He has been stolen 
from the principles of his ancestors, and betrayed from the 
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teachings of his kindred. If he was your own handsome child, 
repentant and confessing his wrong to his country, what would 
you wish a jury of strangers to-do T That do yourselves. By 
that rule guide your verdict ; and the poor boon of mercy will 
not he cut off from him. 

He thought the country was about to he convulsed ; that the 
slave was pining for an opportunity to rise against his master ; 
that two-thirds of the laboring population of the country, 
North and South, would flock to the standard of revolt ; that a 
single day would bring ten, fifty — ^yea, a hundred thousand 
men — ^to arms in behalf of the insurrection of the slaves. This 
is in evidence. Who are responsible for such terribly false 
views? and what kind of a visionary and dreamy mind which 
has so fatally entertained them? That the prisoner’s mind is 
pliant to the impressions, whether for good or for evil, by 
which it is surrounded, let his first interview in prison with 
Gov. Willard, in the presence of your Senator, Col. Mason, 
bear witness. His error was placed before him. His wrong 
to his family and his country was drawn by a patriotic, and, 
at the same time, an affectionate hand. His natural being at 
once asserted its sway. The influence of good, and not of 
evil, once more controlled him as in the days of his childhood ; 
and now here, before you, he has the merit, at least, of a loyal 
citizen making all the atonement in his power for the wrong 
which he has committed. That he has told strictly the truth 
in this statement, is proven by every word of evidence in 


this cause. 

Gentlemen, you have this case I surrender into your 
hands the issues of life and death. As long as you live, a 
more important case than this you will never be called to 
Consider it, therefore, well in all its beannga I have tried to 
show you those facts which go to palliate the conduct of the 
prisoner. Shall I go home, and say that in justice you remem- 
bered not mercy to him? Leave the door of clemency open; 
do not shut it by a wholesale conviction. 
is an awful and a sacred thing; rememter that death la 

terrible-^terrible at any time, and in any form. 
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"Come to the Bridal Chamber, Death — 

Come when the mother feels, 

For the first time, her first-born’s breath; 

Come when the blessed seals 
That close the pestilence are broke. 

And crowded cities wail its stroke; 

Come in Consumption’s ghastly form, 

The Earthquake’s shock, the Ocean’s storm; 

Come when the heart beats high and warm 
With banquet song, and dance and wine. 

And thou art terrible. The groan. 

The knell, the pall, the bier, 

And all we know, or dream, or fear 
Of agony are thine.” 

But when to the frightful mien of the grim monster, when 
to the chill visage of the spirit of the glass and scythe, is 
added the hated, dreaded spectre of the gibbet, we turn shud- 
dering from the accumulated horror. Qod spare this boy, and 
those who love him, from such a scene of woe. 

I part from you now, and most likely forever. When we 
next meet — ^when I next look upon your faces and you on 
mine — ^it will be in that land and before that Tribunal where 
the only plea that will save you or I from a worse fate than 
awaits the prisoner, will be mercy. Charity is the para- 
mount virtue; all else is as sounding brass and a tinkling 
cymbal. Charity suffereth long, and is kind. Forbid it not 
to come into your deliberations; and, when your last hour 
comes, the memory that you allowed it to plead for your erring 
brother, John E. Cook, will brighten your passage over the 
dark river, and rise by your side as an interceding angel in 
that day when your trial, as well as his, shall be determined 
by a just but merciful Ood. 

I thank the Court, and you, gentlemen, for your patient 
kindness, and I am done. 

Mr. Hunter followed in a speech of some length. 

The Jury retired and in a few minutes returned ^th a 
verdict of Guilty. 

THE SENTENCES. November 10. 

The prisoners, Coppoc, Cook, Green and Copeland, were 
brought into Court today for sentence. They were severally 
asked by JimoE Pabkeb if they had anything to say. 
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Coppoc. The charges that have been made against me are 
not true. I never committed any treason against the State 
of Virginia. I never made war upon it. I never conspired 
with anybody to induce your slaves to rebel, and I never 
even exchanged a word with one of your servants. What I 
came here for, I alwa3rs told you. It was to run off slaves 
into a free State and liberate them there. This is an offense 
against your laws, I admit, but T never committed murder. 
When I escaped to the engine house and found the captain 
and his prisoners surrounded there, I saw no way of deliver- 
ance but by fighting a little. If anybody was killed on that 
occasion it was in a fair fight. I have, as I have said, com- 
mitted an offense against your laws, but the punishment for 
that offense would be very different from what you are going 
to infiict on me now. I have no more to say. 

Cook, in a nervous and hesitating manner, made a speech 
which had probably been carefully prepared. He said in sub- 
stance, that he had not come to commit treason or murder, 
but merely in pursuance of orders from his eommander-in- 
chief, with a design to liberate slaves. As to the sword and 
pistols of Gleorge Washington, taken from licwis Washing- 
ton’s house, he said they were seized by order of Brown, not 
for purposes of robbery, but for the sake of the moral effect 
that their possession might afford in case of a war of libera- 
tion. 

The two negroes said nothing. 

JuDOB Pabker sentenced Green and Copeland to be hanged 
on December 16th, between the hours of 8 and 12, and Coppoc 
and Cook to be hanged on the same day between the hours 
of 12 and 5. 

Gov. Wise was inclined to spare Coppoc’s life, and he might have 
escaped the scaffold had there not i** New York 

Tribune a letter from him to Mrs. John Brown, tellmg her the 
death of her sons, in which he spoke of the people of Harper s Fe^ 
as “the enemy/'« This sealed his fate, though he would probably 


Charlestown Jail, Va., Nov., 1859. 
Mrs. John Brown — Dear Madam: I 
request to see the rest of the prisoners was 


was very sorry that 
not complied with. 


your 

Mrs. 
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have been hanged notwithstanding, as the evidence was undisputed 
that he was the murderer of Mayor Beckham. 

Cook and Coppoc all but escaped the night before their deaths. 
Despite the watchfulness of Andrew Hunter and the military com- 
manders in Charlestown, one of the men enrolled for service in the 
prison guards soon after the raid, was Charles Lenhart, the Kansas 
Free State fighter, whose sole motive for this service was a desire 
to succor the raiders. It was easy for him to get into touch with 
them, and from him Cook and Coppoc learned that on the night of 
December 14, 1859, he would be on duty at the angle of the prison 
wall most favorable for an escape. I'hey had borrowed a knife 
.from a prison guard and forgotten to return it; taken a screw out 
of the bedstead, and obtained a knife blade from Shields Green. 
With these slight implements they had worked a whole week and 
made an aperture in the wall which they were able to conceal during 
the day. With the knife blade they made teeth in the knife, and 
with this roughly improvised saw cut off their shackles. Their cell 
being on the first fioor, there was a drop of not over five feet to the 
prison yard. Once there, only a fifteen-foot brick wall was between 
them and freedom. 

On the appointed night, Lenhart was on guard and everything 
in readiness. But anxiously as he walked his post those long wintry 

Avis brought me a book, whose pages are full of truth and beauty, 
entitled ^^Voices of the Ttue-Hearted,” which she told me was a 
present from you. For this dear token of remembrance, please 
accept my many thanks. 

My comrade, J. E. Cook, and myself, deeply sympathize with you 
in your sad bereavement. We were both acquainted with Anna and 
Martha. They were to us as sisters, and as brothers we sympathize 
with them in the dark hour of trial and affliction. 

I was with your sons when they fell. Oliver lived but a very few 
moments after he was shot. He spoke no word, but yielded calmly 
to bis fate. Watson was shot at 10 o’clock on Monday morning, 
and died about 3 o’clock on Wednesday morning. He suffered 
much. Though mortally wounded at 10 o’clock, yet at 3 o’clock 
Monday afternoon he fought bravely against the men who charged 
on us. When the enemy were repulsed, and the excitement of the 
charge was over, he began to sink rapidly. 

After we were taken prisoners, he was placed in the guard bouse 
with me. He complained of the hardness of the bench on which he 
was lying.^ I begged hard for a bed for him, or even a blanket, but 
could obtain none for him. I took off my coat and placed it under 
him, and held his head in my lap, in whi(^ position he died, without 
a groan or struggle. 

I have stated these facts, thinking that they may afford to ;^ou, 
and to the bereaved widows they have left, a mournful consolation. 

Give my love to Anna and Martha, with our last farewell. 

Your^ t^y, Edwin Coppoc. 
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hoi^ not a sound came to his longing ears before the arrival of his 
TClief sent him ^ck to his quarters. A fatal consideration for his 
Governor Willard, of Indiana, and his sister, 
Mrs. WiUard, who were in town to bid him farewell, but were to 
leave the next day, induced Cook to postpone the attempt lest the 
escape reflect upon them. He "was g:eneroiis enough to urge Coppoo 
to go alone, but Coppoc was not of that stuff. Not even the thought 
of his grief-stricken Quaker mother in the quiet village of hjiriiigdale, 
to which his brother Barclay had now safely returned, would induce 
him to abandon his comrade. On July 25 of the same year, Barclay 
Coppoc had said to liis mother, after getting a letter from John 
Brown: ‘‘We are going to start for Ohio today.’’ “Oliio!” said Jiis 
mother, “I believe you are going with old Brown. When you get 
the halters around your necks, will you think of me?” The halter 
was fairly around Bdwin’s neck now, but nothing could induce him to 
deprive Cook of his chance for life by going out alone. 

On the next night, Coppoc removed his chains and crawled out 
flrst. Cook following. To their joy they found no one in the ]irison 
yard. Fortunately, the timbers of the scaffold u]>on which Brown 
had perished, and upon which they were to die, were still in the 
yard, and gave them an easy means of arriving at the top of the 
wall. Alas for their high hopes! A loyal soldier of Virginia stood 
where Lenhart was to have been, and the instant Cook a]>penred 
upon the vrall, the guard shot at him. Both men tried to jumj> 
down, but the sentry threatened to bayonet them if they did, and so, 
sadly enough, they walked back into the jail and delivered themselves 
up to the astonished Captain Avis and his giiards.^^ 


THE EXECUTIONS. 


December J6, 


The execution of Coppoc and Cook and of the negroes Tfreen and 
Copeland took place today on the field where John Brown was 
hanged. There was a large military force i»resent and a great con- 
course of spectators. 

At a quarter to 11 the negroes, accompanied by Sheriff ( amp- 
bell and Rev. Mr. North, appeared at the jail door, and with their 
urma pinioned, moved towards the vehicle in waiting for them. They 
seemed downcast, and wore none of that calm and cheerful sjiint 
evinced by Brown under similar circumstances. They were helped 
into the wagon and took their seats on their coffins without scarcely 
looking to the right or left. The wagon was clowly flanked on 
either side by a company of riflemen inarching in double fire, lock 

At 11 o’clock the procession entered the field ocenpi^ by the mili- 
tary. In two minutes more the wagon stopped at the foot of the 
gallows, and while the prisoners were alighting the rompaniM fom- 
ing the escort moved off to the position assigned them on the field. 


“Villard,p.670. 
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The prisoners mounted the scaffold with a firm step, and were 
immediately joined by the Sheriff. After a brief prayer by the 
clergyman the caps were drawn over their heads and the ropes affixed 
around their necks. During the few moments they thus stood, Cope- 
land remained quiet, but Oreen was engaged in earnest prayer up 
to the time the trap was drawn. 

Oreen died very easy, his neck being broken by the fall. The motion 
of his body was very slight. Copeland seemed to suffer vep** much, and 
his body writhed in violent contortions for several minutes. The 
bodies were placed in poplar coffins, and carried back to jail. 

The bodies of the negroes having been brought back to the jail, 
' at about noon, notice was given to Cook and Coppoc that their time 
was approaching — only one hour more being allowed them. The 
military movements, similar to those at the first execution, were re- 
peated; and the wagon, with two more coffins, was standing at the 
door at half-past 12. The^ same military escort was in readiness 
while the religious ceremonies were progressing in the cell. Since 
the failure of their attempt to escape of the previous night they 
now looked at their fate as certain. They were reserved and rather 
quiet but fervently joined in the religious service. 

‘When called upon by the Sheriff, they stood calmly and quietly 
while their arms were being pinioned, and after bidding farewell to 
the guards at the jail, were helped into the wagon and took their seats 
on their coffins. Their appearance was rather that of hopeless de- 
spair than of resignation, and they seemed but to take little notice 
of anything as the procession slowly moved into the field of death. 
The wagon reached the scaffold at 13 minutes before 1 o’clock, and 
the prisoners ascended the scaffold with a determined firmness that 
was scarcely surpassed by John Brown. A brief prayer was offered 
up by one of the clergymen, the rope was adjusted, the cap drawn, 
and both were launched into eternity, in seven minutes aher they 
ascended the gallows. They both exhibited the most unfiinching 
firmnessj saying nothing, with the exception of bidding farewell to 
the minister and sheriff. After the rope was adjusted. Cook ex- 
claimed, ^^Be quick — ^as quick as possible,” which was also repeated 
by Coppoc. After hanging for about half an hour, both bodies 
were taken down and placed in black walnut coffins, prepared for 
them, and that evening sent by express to their relatives in the 
North. 


STEVENS AND HAZLETT. 

There were two more of the captured raiders still in prison, 
and at the next February terms but before another Judge, 
their cases were disposed of. Stevens, who was captured 

Aarok Dwight Stevens ran away from home at the a^ of lfi> 
in 1847, and enlisted in a Massachusetts volunteer regiment, in which 
he served in Mexico during the Mexican war. Later he enlisted in 
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with John Brown, was indicted with him but was too badly 
wounded to be tried then,*’ and there was a subseciuent delay 
caused by a desire to have one of the cases come before a 
Federal Court.*® 

In the confusion, the detail at the arsenal, Hazlett** and 0. 
P. Anderson, the negro, abandoned their post as soon as they 
saw that the move was a failure, went to the Kennedy farm, 


Company F of the First United States Dragoons, and was trie<l for 
"mutiny, engaging in a drunken riot and assaulting Major George 
A. H. Blake, of his regiment,” at Taos, New Mexico, in May, 1855. 
Stevens was sentenced to death, but this was commuted by President 
Pierce to imprisonment for three years at hard labor at Fort Leaven* 
worth, from which post he eseai)ed and joined the Free State forces. 
In these he became Colonel of the Second Kansas Militia,^ under the 
name of Whipple. Thereafter his story is intertwined with tliat of 
John Brown. Stevens came of old Puritan stock, bis great-grand- 
father having been a Captain in the Revolutionary army. He was 
a man of superb bravery and of wonderful physique; he was well 
over six feet, was blessed with a great sense of humor, and was sus- 
tained at the end by his belief in spiritualism. See Villard, p. 68(K 
Col. Washington said of Stevens: In the engine house I heard 
Stevens talking to a young man, one of oiir people, whom he had 
captured. He asked him what his view was with reference to 
slavery. The young man answered: "Of course, being born South, 
my views are with the South on that subject/^ Stevens asked iiini if 
he were a slaveowner. He said he was not. “Well,” said Stevens 
with an oath, “You would be the first fellow 1 woidd hang, for yoti 
a cause not to protect your own interest in doing so. Mason 


Committee, p. 36. . , 

^®“At the conclusion of Brown’s trial Stevens and his counsel 

urgently insisted that his trial should be proceeded with, but I re- 
fused their request, as, in my opinion, he was wholly unfitted from 
his many wounds to take any part about his own defense. He had 
been brought into court lying on a stretcher, which was idacwl u^pon 
the floor, and such was his condition that he could not raise his h^d 
so as to even see the witnesses produ^d a^inst him. His tnal 
therefore was not entered upon until he 

ruary, and then before another Judge. Judge Parkers Itecoiiec 
tions.” Ante, p. 710. 

**ALBraw*Hi^ETT was bom in Pennsylvania in 1837. 

B. Gai “I awiMinted wiA Hirieti well 

Xr di k™. bit ma. rf W«. H. ... 

-tl. b.« 
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where they got a supply of provisions, and from there they 
made their way into Penntfylvania. Five days later Hazlett 
was captured at Carlisle, Pa., taken back to Virginia under 
extradition papers and tried and convicted. 

On March 16, 1860, Stevens and Haalett perished on the 
scaffold. 

just before leaving Kansas.” Before the raid he worked on his 
lather’s farm in Western Penni^lvania, joining the others at Ken- 
nedy farm in the early part of September, 1859. To Mrs. Rebecca 
Spring be wrote on March 15, 1860, the eve of his execution : "Your 
letter gave me great comfort to know that my body would be take:: 
from this land of chains. ... I am willing to die in the cause of 
liberty, if I had ten thousand lives I would willingly lay them 
all down for the same cause.” He was arrested in Carlisle, Penn- 
sylvania, under the name of William Harrison, and on October 22, ex- 
tradited to Virginia. Villard, p. 682. 




THE TRIAL OP DAVID D. HOW FOR THE MUR- 
DER OP OTHELLO CHURCH. ANGELICA, 
NEW YORK, 1824. 

THE NARRATIVE. 

Othello Church, a New York farmer, was called out of his 
bed at one o’clock in the morning by a person who said he 
had a letter for him, and as he opened the door, was shot dead 
on the spot. How, a neighbor, was tried for his murder, but 
there was no witness to the deed, and all the evidence was cir- 
cumstantial. But the following chain of events persuaded the 
jury to find him guilty : 1st. He had frequently complained 
of Church’s conduct to him in defrauding him of his prop- 
erty, etc. 2nd. He had used threats against Church to a 
number of people. 3rd. lie had endeavored to persuade a 
person to assist him to put Church out of the way. 4th. He 
had threatened to shoot Church. 5th. He was lurking near 
Church’s home a few evenings before the murder with his 
rifle and endeavoring to conceal it. 6th. He left the? village 
the same evening, and in time to have committed the murder. 
7th. He had something under his coat, exhibiting the ap- 
pearance of a rifle. 8th. His suspicious conduct on the eve- 
ning of the murder. 9th. In the morning, the horse upon 
which he rode on the evening of the murder was found wet 
with sweat. 10th. His false statements about his horse being 
sick. 11th. The ball that killed Church matched, the one 
found in How’s rifle box. 12th. Lint and horse hair were 
found adhering to the rifle. 13th. Patch and tow wadding 
were found near where Church lay. 

The jury’s conclusion was amply confirmed, for How, be- 
fore he was hanged, made a confession that he was the 
murderer. 


865 
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THE TRIAL.* 

In the Circuit Court {Oyer and Terminer) of Alleghany 

County (Angelica), New York, February, 1824. 

Hon. Wiluam B. Rochester,* Circuit Judge.* 

February 4. 

On Tuesday, February 3rd, the Prisoner was arraigned on 
an indictment for the murder of Othello Church, to which he 
pleaded Not Chiilty. ■ On being asked if he was ready for 
trial, he answered in the negative, as he had not sufScient 
counsel, and was unable to employ others. The Court in- 
foiroed him that if he had any choice in counsel he could then 
make his election. 

The Prisoner requested that Fletcher M. Haight and 
Felix Tracy might be assigned him to assist Alvin Burr, 
which was accordingly done. The Prisoner was informed that 
the next morning his case would be called. 

Samuel 8. Haight,* Daniel Cruger* and John C. Spencer* 
for the People. 

* Wheeler’s Criminal Cases. See 1 Am. St. Tr. 

* Rochester, Williah Beatty. Born Washington County, Md. 
Received a liberal education, studied law and began practice at Bath, 
N. Y. Member New York Assembly (AUegbany and Steuben Coun- 
ties), 1816-1818. Presidential Elector, 1820. Member of U. S. 
Congress, but resigned in 1823 on being appointed Circuit Judge, 
which position he resigned in 1826 on his appointment to the Con- 
gress of Panama. Was a candidate for Governor of New York 
against DeWitt Clinton, but was defeated by a small majority (Clin- 
ton 99,785, Rochester 96,133). Being appointed to the Presidency 
of the United States Branch Bank at Buffalo, he removed to that 
place from Rochester where he had resided for some years. He was 
Charge d’Affaires of Central America 1827 to 1833. He. was lost 
at sea in the wreck of the steamer Pulaski off the coast of North 
Carolina, June 15, 1838. 

*With Judge Rochester there sat: John Griffin, Vial Thomas, 
Sylvanns Merriam, Clark Crandall and Thomas Dale, Judges of 
Allegany Common Pleas. 

* Haight, Samuel S. (1778-1863.) Bom Athens, N. Y. Studied 
law with his father in Newtown, now Elmira, N. Y., and removed 
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Fletcher M. Haight,^ Alvin Burr* and Felix Tracy* for the 
Prisoner. 


February 5. 

At the time appointed today, the Prisoner was brought into 
court, and after several challenges, the following jurors were 
sworn : Daniel Scott, Isaac Smith, Amasa Hall, Peter Bacon, 

^n ^ter his mairiage to Bath Steuben ('o. Was Major General of 
New York volunteers when peace was declared at the close of the 
1812. Removed to Angelica, 1818, ‘where he practiced law 
and became a County Judge. Removed to Rochester in 1838 and six 
years later returned to Allegheny County (Cuba) where he died. 
See Hoyt's Genealogical History of Hoyt, Haight and flight Fam- 
ilies, 1871. 

® Crugbr, Daniel. (1780-1843.) Born Sunbiiry, Pa. Established 
1800 at Union, N. Y., the first newspaper published in that part of 
the state, The American Constellation, In 1803 removed to Owego 
and changed name of his ])aper to The American Farmer, Sold it in 
1805, and went to Bath, where he studied law with Gen. S. S. Haight, 
and was admitted to bar. Sensed in War of 1812 as major of in- 
fantry. Represented Alleghany County in the Assembly, 1814, 1815, 
1810; was Speaker in 1810. District attorney 7th district, 1815-1818, 
and of Steuben County, 1821. Member 15th Congress, 1817-1810. 
Member State Assembly Steuben County, 1820. In 1833 removed to 
Wheeling, W. Va., where he died. See Roberts, Hist. Gazeteer of 
Steuben County, N. Y. ; Gay, Hist. Gazeteer of Tioga County, N. Y. ; 
Wingerter, Greater Wheeling and Vicinity, 11, 143; Hist. Bench and 
Bar of N. Y. ; Hake, Jjandmarks of Steuben County, N. Y. 

^ See 1 Am. St. Tr. 532. 

Haight, Fletcher Mathews. (1709-1866.) Eldest son of Sam- 
uel S. Haight and was born in Newtown, N. Y. Graduated Hamilton 
College and began practice at Bath. Removed to Rochester, 1824, 
and became eminent in his profession. Member of State Ijegisla- 
ture, 1833. Removed to St. Louis in 1846 and to San Francisco in 
1854. Here he practiced law in partnership with his eldest son, 
Henry H. Haight, afterwards Governor of California. In 1861 he 
was appointed by President Lincoln United States Judge for the 
Southern District of California which office he held until his death. 
See Hittell and Bancroft's Histories of California; Cutter Oeneal. 
and Family List, Western New York; Towner, Our County (Chem- 
ung) and its People. 

*Bxjrr, Alvin. Member of New York Assembly for Allegheny 
Co., 58th session, 1835. 

• Tract, Felix. Representative from Livingston Co., in New 
York Assembly, 50th session, 1827. 
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William Bose, Luke Maxon, George G. Patterson, Joseph 
Haynes, Ephraim Rowley, Joseph H. Boot, Simon Williams, 
Horace Whitney. 

Samuel S. Haight opened the cause on the part of the 
People. 

THE WITNESSES FOR THE PEOPLE. 


Abraham Aldrich. The notes 
shown were executed by the pris- 
oner, Othello Church (the de- 
ceased,) Luther Adams and my- 
self, one for $475 and the other 
for $50, dated Dec. 23, 1822; 
they were given to raise money 
for prisoner. 

John Ayers. Saw Othello 
Church last fall after wheat was 
harvested, which was raised by 
How, take possession of it and 
exercise over it acts of owner- 
ship. 

Stephen Smith. Reside at the 
Dautrement farm. How after- 
wards told me that Church had 
all the property on the Dautre- 
ment place — had full scope, and 
hoped he would be satisfied. This 
conversation was last fall after 
How was liberated from the jail 
limits. Does not know but this 
conversation was before How was 
confined. 

Alexander Dautrement. In 
September How told me he was 
going to settle with Mr. Church 
— he and Church had a conver- 
sation ; they appeared to be irri- 
tated, and could not agree on set- 
tlement. Some time after, per- 
haps November, asked How if he 
had settled with Mr. Church, and 
How replied that he expected it 
would be settled. Last time I 
spoke to How he said Church 
was damned foolish, and did not 
do as he wanted him to do. How 
did not appear to be irritated. A 
few days before Mr. Church was 
killed, How said he could not 


settle with Mr. Church. Once 
How said that Mr. Church, Mr. 
Wilson, Col. Hull and Mr. Pal- 
mer had leagued together to 
ruin him, and he would have re- 
venge out of some of them. This 
was a few days before Mr. 
Church’s death. How reckoned 
that these four had combined to 
ruin him. This conversation took 
place in reference to Church’s 
having his property as security, 
and to his complaints against 
the others. He complained that 
Church was hauling away his 
grain. 

Cross-Examined. This conver- 
sation was at my house ; he men- 
tioned the names of all those four 
persons. He said they had 
stripped him of his money and 
property; that he had the means 
of revenging himself, and if he 
could not one way he could in 
another. He said he had money 
and could buy judgments against 
these persons. 

Mrs. Dautrement. About the 
middle of October How com- 
plained that the Sheriffs and Mr. 
Church had stripped him of ev- 
erything — that they had got all 
his money, and now he was as 
bad off as ever. He mentioned 
Wilson and Palmer and Church 
and Aldrich, whom he thought as 
bad as any. When he first came 
home in September he said he 
had money and could buy judg- 
ments. 

Adeline Dautrement. Do not 
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neolleet anything but How abus- 
ing Mr. Hull very much; never 
beard him abuse Church. 

Elijah Osgood, How and I had 
frequent conversations together; 
between the 10th and 15th of 
October, How said that Church 
had gotten his property pretty 
much in his own hands, and that 
he had been trying to make ar- 
rangements BO as to get his prop- 
erty in bis own hands. He said 
Church was a difficult man to 
get along with; though if he 
could get his property in his own 
hands, he could make such ar- 
rangements as to pay Davenport 
who held the demand against 
him in which Church was se- 
curity. 

David Crandall. The week be- 
fore Church’s death How said 
that if it had not been for his 
family he would have used pow- 
der and ball among the seven 
devil tribe; this was when talk- 
ing of certain mills that were 
burnt, belonging to Mr. Palmer. 
Mr. Church’s name and no other 
were mentioned. 

Moses Thompson. Three or four 
weeks before Charcii’s death, 
fell in company with How, who 
said some person was fetching 
grain from his place. He said 
he should be under the necessity 
of taking a musket to the damned 
rascals. This was in Angelica 
village. No names were men- 
tioned. 

Amos Freeman. Know pris- 
oner. On 23rd December last he 
came to me on the Dautrement 
farm, where I had charge of 
Othello Church’s property. How 
came just before daylight and in- 
vited me to a private interview 
in the barn. He took out a bot- 
tle of whiskey and said, if yon 


will be my friend I will tell you 
what we will do with Aldrich and 
Church. Replied I did not 
^re much for Aldrich, but 
I would not do anything to 
Othello Church. How said 
poll! come take a good drink, 
for I have come to take a 
serious talk with you — take a 
drink and I will tell you. He 
then took me by the hand and 
asked me if 1 could sivenr eternal 
secrecy. I hesitated. How then 
asked me if I was a Mason. I 
answered no. How said you 
know what I mean, you can ket*p 
a secret. I promised How I 
would never divulge anything he 
would tell me. How then took 
me by the hand, and said, you 
swear. He tlien said that Aid- 
rich and Otliollti were two of the 
greatest rascals he knew. How 
continued: Now I mean to have 
my revenge. He had previously 
said that revenge could not be 
got by fair means. Oh then, 
says How, Freeman it is worse 
than death. Spoke of Chiircli’s 
cattle and eating his corn and 
pumpkins and said he could not 
stand it ; told me to keep the keys 
of the farm. Now, Freeman, 
says he, T will put a stop to this, 
and if you will befriend me I 
will put $250 or $300 in your 
way; said I would not be "willing 
to injure Church for half the 
property on the farm. After an- 
other drink. How asked me if I 
thought Church his friend and 
doubted whether he knew how he 
talked about him. How spoke of 
the crops and the debt that 
Church had to pay out of it. 
How estimated the debt at $500. 
Told How that Church had esti- 
mated it at $900. He then said 
Church was a cursed villain, the 
greatest enemy he had, and 
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would go any length to injure 
him. How complained of Church 
taking away onions and straw. 
He then began to appear irri- 
tated and said I am determined 
on revenge and 1 will have it 
soon ; and if you will be * my 
friend you shall have half the 
property; asked him in what way 
he would go to work? How re- 
plied, Freeman, if you will be my 
friend, we will soon have old 
Othello out of the way and then 
there will be nobody to molest us. 
I then got up to go away; How 
took me by the hand and wanted 
me to stay. On going to the 
house, How said if 1 would hear 
him he would make a man of me. 
We then parted. Previous to 
this conversation with How, How 
asked me if I could keep a secret, 
and I replied that I could; same 
night How asked me if T did not 
think Church meant to keep all 
his property. This was thrive 
or four weeks before last con- 
versation at Mr. Sherman’s in 
the barroom alone — others in 
bed. 

Cross-examined. How asked 
me if I had not kept an account 
of what was taken off the farm, 
and told me to keep the keys and 
keep an exact account of what 
was taken off after. On coming 
out of the bam, after How found 
1 would not stay, How said, I 
have not said I would resort to 
unlawful means, have T ? T was 
then confused and replied, you 
'have not said you would. 

Elias Hull. At my house 
shortly before 15th Oct., when 
Church came in possession, How 
said Church had agreed, provid- 
ed he came into possession to 
make him, How, his agent. I re- 
marked, Church is too prudent a 
man to do so; and How replied, 


if he don’t he shall not trouble 
me many days; reproved him for 
his language, saying it looked 
like threatening life. He said 1 
might think so — that he, How, 
did not value his life a straw 
without his property. I said you 
won’t kill him. How replied, you 
may think so, but by God, if he 
don’t do as he agreed, I will kill 
him. 

On the 14th Oct. in another 
conversation, referring to his for- 
mer remarks about Church, he 
said said 1 might think he was 
in jest; but he was not in jest, 
for he was in earnest, and be re- 
peated his previous threat. 

Cross-examined. Think Van 
Wickle came with How the night 
of the first conversation. How 
was then anxious that the posses- 
sion should be transferred from 
Hull to Church; it was trans- 
ferred on 15th Oct. How wished 
Hull to sell to Church. How was 
fearful Hull would evade the ar- 
rangement which he alleged he 
had.^ Thinks How took me one 
side in last conversation and said, 
there lias been hard feelings be- 
tween How and me. Church was 
there the time of last conversa- 
tion. 

Bradley Sherman. Saw pris- 
oner at my father’s house the 
evening before Church was 
killed. He came about 7 and 
stayed until about 9. He or- 
dered his horse fed; he was fed 
with a peck of oats. Don’t know 
that he ate thein; discovered no 
oats in the manger next morn- 
ing — other horses might have 
been fed there; don’t know that 
any horse was fed under the 
shed. 

Alexander Dautrement. Saw 
prisoner at my house evening 
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before Church was killed; ob- 
served How stoop down to 
pick up a tumbler; he liad 
a great coat on. As he 
stooped down, something raised 
up his coat — ^believed the coat 
was bound round his body. When 
How paid me he raised up his 
coat with his right hand to his 
pocket, keeping his left arm and 
hand to his side, which had some- 
thing of a bulge under his coat; 
didn’t see him get down. 

Hiram Newton. Saw How at 
Dautrement’s, the evening spok- 
en of by Dautrement; saw him 
stoop down and saw the back 
side of his coat stick out on the 
left side; thinks a stick three or 
four feet would present a similar 
appearance. His coat was but- 
toned up close; he was there at 
10; was gone when I went to 
bed. 

William Lawrence. Saw How 
at Daulrement’s on the evening; 
did not see his stoop; saw the 
bulge in his coat, w'hicli looked 
as if there was something under 
it like tea; saw How set down 
sideways on a chair, his left leg 
on the chair. 

George Miles. Between 9 and 
10 saw How at Dautrement’s ; his 
conduct was rather unusual; he 
was cordial for the first time; 
there having been some previous 
coolness. How appeared to be 
agitated, changed his subject, 
talked about his wife, which was 
singular; he in general talks a 
good deal. 

^ Mrs. Amy Steenrood. The 
night Church was killed was up 
as late as 12 or 1 o’clock, a man 
of prisoner’s bigness passed me 
about one and a half miles this 
side of Church’s, he was on horse- 
back; the horse appeared to be 
dark and so did his clothes; about 


half an hour after a man passed 
back riding very fast; supposed 
the man to be going after a doc- 
tor. 


Hugh Higgins. Reside about 
7 miles from here, and d milra 
this side of Church's — heard a 
horse go by, coming east, lie- 
tween 1 and 2; a j^erson on the 
horse. 


Jahes Higgins. Reside be- 
tween How’s and Met’oys, rising 
half a mile from McCoy’s and 
at the intersection of the road, 
heard something wliich was go- 
ing pretty fast, which then 
thought was a sleigh, appeared to 
be going towards How’s, was 
afterwards waked up by sleighs 
with bells, not to the extent of 
an hour after. 

Unssell Harrison. Partner with 
Hugh Higpns in sow mill; heard 
a horse going west about 12; 
got up and saw' it with a man 
on it. 

Mrs. Church. Between 1 and 
2 a. m., 30th Dec. last, Mr. 
Church was asleej); somebody 
rapped at the door and said he 
had a letter for him. Church 
desired him to come in ; he asked 
Church if lie would come to the 
door; Church said he would; he 
did so; when T heard the report 
of a gun. Church fell, exclaim- 
ing, “Oh God,” and groaning, in- 
stantly died. 

Hadn’t seen How for a year, 
though I knew him. The per- 
son appeared very polite, saying 
T have a letter for you; do not 
undertake to say whose voice it 
was; did not at the time think 
of the prisoner. The ball passed 
through Mr. Church, and struck 
in the joist — ^house gabel. Mr. 
Church slept in the kitchen; no 
ceiling overhead. 
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Doctor Dana. Was a neighbor 
of Church’s; went over on being 
called, past 1 o’clock and saw 
Chunk’s body; examined it and 
found he was dead; the ball went 
in about an inch below the left 
breast and came out from 3 to 4 
inches lower than it went in ; his 
shirt was burnt; there was a ball 
found in a pine joist about 12 
feet from the door; saw Luther 
Adams take out the ball. 

Orange Church. Was there 
10 or 15 minutes after father 
was killed; saw Luther Adams 
take a ball out of the joist; saw 
no appearance of a ball in any 
other part of the room. Adams 
handed the ball to one man, who 
handed it to me; don’t think an- 
other ball could have been sub- 
stituted ; satisfied it was the same 
ball. 

Stephen Smith. Laid awake 
at 1 and heard the noise of a 
gun; heard a female voice from 
Church’s; went there and found 
Doctor Dana ; pursued in a single 
sleigh; James Read and others 
rode in another sleigh with bells 
— ^went directly to How’s house — 
went to the door, rapped; Mr. 
How bid me come in on the first 
rap at once. How said, what’s 
the matter T replied, Mr. Church 
is murdered, he is shot, the wom- 
an replied, it can’t come from 
here; for we haven’t had a gun 
in the house for six months. How 
replied to the woman, yes there 
is, there’s Wilson’s gun. By this 
time, 8 or 10 had got into the 
house. Mrs. How said, what are 
you looking after? Saw noth- 
ing uncommon in prisoner’s 
clothes. How wanted to know 
what he was going to do with 
them — ^laid them down, then 
went with Mr. Heath to the barn, 
found three horses; first was dry 


and blanketed; the next was very 
wet; had appearance of natural 
sweat, with smoke rising from 
the breast; didn’t observe the 
horse breathe uncomonly hard. 

James Read. Went to How’s 
house that night, on getting there 
went to the stable; found three 
horses, the middle was sweaty. 
Returned to Mr. How’s about 9 
o’clock; saw a rifie lying on the 
table; pulled up a horse hair un- 
der a piece of the mounting; end 
of ram-rod seemed some wrapped 
with cotton, wool or lint. The 
gun appeared loaded; about one 
and one-quarter the priming ap- 
peared to be wet, as if it had been 
reloaded without wiping. Oun 
was found in bedroom. 

Cross-examined. Saw the ball 
which Orange Church had. He 
compared balls found with the 
rifle with it; a wheat corn would 
balance them; found some balls 
on the table lying with the rifle; 
they were rather too small for 
the rifie. It was a cut one. Many 
rifles carry balls of the same 
size. 

Josiah Utter. Was present at 
How’s on the night; concur with 
Smith as to appearance of horse; 
couldn’t determine whether there 
was the appearance of a saddle; 
the horse was wet and smoked; 
next to the horse’s withers the 
hair was rough; print of saddle 
would disappear in winter soon- 
er than in summer; the hair is 
not then so long; there was a 
saddle in the house; judged from 
appearance that the horse had 
not been recently rubbed. 

Romanzo Brooks. Was at 
Church’s not long after his death; 
found a patch and a tow wad 
close to Church as ho lay on the 
floor, twixt him and the door, laid 
them down and then could not 
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find them; the patch I supposed 
to be linen; called it home-made 
tow cloth; I examined it by can- 
dle light; the patch was nigh 
square, about an inch. 

James Bead (recalled). The 
next day after 1 first saw the 
rifie the patches were square; 
found patches in the box of rifles, 
they were white and clean; my 
impression is they were about an 
in<^. 

Aaron Brown, Two nights be- 
asked me what the gun was 
fore Church’s death saw the rifle 
at McCoy’s; when How went off 


he took up a gun from the side 
of the gai^en fence and went off 
with it; it was a short rifle; had 
been cut off ; was called the Wil- 
son rifle; think four feet long. 
I took the gun up about two 
rods from the north door. How 
worth. How said he came round 
on the hill and perhaps might 
find a deer and get a shot at it. 

George Doty. Saw prisoner 
once in September at Chapman’s 
tavern; said he had been pretty 
hard run by five or six; men- 
tioned no names; said it was a 
long lane that had no turn. 


THE WITNESSES FOR THE PRISONER. 


Emily Bedfield. Was at home 
the afternoon before Church was 
killed. How used the gun to 
shoot at quails; heard the gun 
discharged; he shot one. The 
house stan^ back from the road; 
has two outside doors; one goes 
into kitchen, and one into an- 
other room. The prun was some- 
times carried into another room, 
which had no outside door; slept 
in a middle room, through 
which you would have to go to 
get in there; heard nobody go 
through my room that night. 

Cross-examined. Two or three 
weeks before Church’s death, the 
gun was carried out to the gate 

0X^01 anoVJaer T>«v\d and 

prisoner; the last I saw of the 
gun was standing up after the 
quails were shot at, whilst they 
were loading it. Did not ^ 
the gun next morning, until Mr. 
Read came there; was not in that 
room that night. 

David How. Brought the how 
out for my father when he 
ed; aaw no gun about him; the 


gun was usually kept around in 
a back room not occupied by the 
family; vras not in that room 
that night; the gun was called 
Wilson’s gun; Wilson sometimes 
took the gun out to the gate; 
Wilson and father brought 
back the gun from the gale four 
or five days before. The horse 
blanket was thrown on the gun 
in the sleigh. 


Cross-examined. Father left 
home at one hour after dark; it 
was so dark couldn’t see father 
far, though saw him get on the 
horse; father once look the gun 
to the gate; remember the com- 
ing of the party in the morning; 
WWaoTv and 1 eot wp 
WgYil*, pTOOuer "woTe same 

coat tic now \\as on. TYicre waa 
but one window, about six feet 
from the table where the gun lay, 
about four feet from the ground. 
The same horse which father 
was sweaty in the morning; he 
stood between two other hoijws. 
Wilson had frequently talmn 
the horse out to the gate with 
him. 
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Stephen Smith. How came to 
the village of Angelica willingly 
with me and my party before he 
was arrested.. 

Joshua Hicks. Know Amos 
Freeman; four weeks ago con- 
versed with him at McCoy’s. Mr. 
McCoy and I asked Freeman if 
he had not reported that How 
made overtures, offering him half 
^ the property, he said he had not. 
He went on to state that he had 
a conversation with How; that 
he surmised from it that How 
meant to injure Mr. Church, 
though Mr. How made no 
threats and that he had put 
Church on his guard. 

John McIntosh. Know Amos 
Freeman; three or four weeks 
ago Freeman was at my house. 
I said: it has been reported that 
Mr. How offered you a premium 
to take Church’s life. Freeman 
said it was no such a thing; he 
denied wholly that How had put 
such a question to him ; and such 
a proposal would be unpleasant 
to him ; for he was above it ; re- 
minded him that he had testified 
so; he replied that it was a lie; 
that he never had sworn to such 
a thing. 

Angus McIntosh. Was pres- 
ent part of the time; heard ques- 
tions put to Freeman and heard 
Freeman answer, saying it was 
a falsehood; and appeared to be 
disturbed and affronted; being 
told he had sworn to it, he said 
it was a lie. 

Francis DeLong. Know Free- 
man ; in the town of Allen his 
general reputation for truth and 
veracity is bad. We are not on 
good terms. About four years 
ago Wilson had hostilities against 
me but has not any at present; 
don’t recollect ever threatening 
him; was party in two suits in 


Allen; Freeman’s testimony was 
against my interest. 

James Wilson. Reside in Al- 
len; know Freeman; his general 
reputation is that he is a man not 
to be depended upon when un- 
der oath. Never heard the neigh- 
bors speak of ^is character for 
veracity except in reference to 
the trials in Allen, but on that 
account would not attach much 
credit to them in any case. 

Chester Roach. Freeman’s 
reputation in Allen for truth and 
\^racity is bad; some of the 
neighbors had reference to the 
trials; some not; but the greater 
part not, when speaking of his 
reputation. 

Robert Barr. Freeman was 
not tlionght by those who heard 
those trials to be a man of truth 
and veracity in his testimony at 
those trials. Mr. DeLong, "Mr. 
Wilson, Mr. Scotts, Mr. B. Bride 
and others have spoken of 
them. 

Jeremiah Fuller. Know Free- 
man; majority of the people in 
my neighborhood think his char- 
acter for truth and veracity bad ; 
they mentioned the trials, and 
did not speak of his veracity in 
any other respect. 

Josiah Whitman of Allen. 
Know Freeman; majority of the 
people heard speak about him, 
call his character bad ; they have 
spoken of him in reference to 
those trials. 

Mr. Wickes (recalled). Horses 
will sometimes perspire profus^ 
ly from some disorder; this^ is 
when they appear to be in. pain ; 
perspiration will appear some- 
times to relieve pain and will 
also give rise to smoke, the same 
as other sweat. 

William Oeiger. Am acquaint- 
ed with horses considerably; 
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have seen perspiration produced 
by pain; belly-ache most apt to 
produce it; horses will continue 
wet after pain subsides; the. per- 
spiration will be chiefly in the 
flank and before the shoulders; 
they will smoke ; have seen horses 
while in pain ; they will eat after 
pain has subsided; sweat will 
then become stiff, and cease to 
smoke though the horse continues 
wet. 


Henry Tracy, Was in Burr's 
offlce at the time of assignment; 
there was a dispute, How said 
he didn't care what people said 
about him, if he could only sleep 
at night 

Bradley Sherman, Was in the 
barroom and kitchen at time 
mentioned; did not observe any- 
thing unusual about How, either 
in coat or otherwise. 


THE PEOPLE IN REBUTTAL. 


Jonathan Post, Convemd 
with Freeman a few days after 
jury of inquest; told him that 
he said Mr. How had made pro- 
posals to him to kill Mr. Church ; 
he denied that How’ had made 
such a proposal; that ITo\v's j>ro- 
posal was not to kill or murder 
Church, but only to ]nil him out 
of the way; think wliat he stated 
there under oath w’as very re- 
markably the same tlmt l!'» told 
me, except did not observe him 
testify about the injiinelion of 
secrecy; there W’ere several sen- 
tences of his testimony which I 
did not understand. Freeman 
has lived in Angelica on the river 
not far from Allen for the last 
year, about seven miles from 
Scott’s; have never heard, in the 
town of Angelica, a word against 
his character for truth and 
veracity, but have heard the un- 
favorable reports from people in 
Allen; never until of late heard 
any person speak, either for or 
against him; his character in Al- 
len is bad, growring out of those 
trials. 

^ Mrs. Ann Church, Freeman 
lived two years at my house; 
left there a year last fall ; was a 
stranger when he came there; 
heard from Freeman himself that 


he was censured for his testimony 
in Allen; have heard his charac- 
ter for truth and veracity im- 
peached in reference to tlios** 
trials; cannot speak of his gen- 
eral character, excej^t that my 
impressions arc in his favor. 

John T, Hyde, Have known 
Freeman about three or four 
years; never heard his character 
for truth Jind veracity imiieached 
until today; Freeman came in a 
stranger. Have known prisoner 
seven or eight years; don’t know 
of his hunting; may have hunted 
frequently for aught T know; 
live about two miles from Howl’s; 
never saw him have a gun in his 
hands. Freeman on the next day 
after he W’os sworn, said he was 
going to WTite down wdiat How 
had said to him. 

Col, King. Knew Freeman 
about two years; never heard but 
little said of his reputation for 
truth and veracity; never heard 
it impeached until today; reside 
in Friendship, six or seven miles 
from Freeman's. 

Moses Van Campen, Stephen 
Smith, Dr. Dana, August Dau^ 
trement and Andrew A. Norton 
testified that he was a man of 
good character and reputation. 
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Mr. Taylor. Have had some 
experience with horses; owned a 
great many; belly-ache general- 
ly causes bloating. 

Amos Thatcher. Conversed 
with How two or three weeks be- 
fore Church’s death; How said 
he was inclined to leave his bail 
and go home and take his gun 
and put a ball through the first 
man that entered on his premises, 
he had been talking respecting 
people drawing grain from his 
Redfleld farm. 

Judge Merriman. In forepart 
of November, How talked of 
Church being in possession of the 


Dautrement farm ; was about 
buying some tubs of How; went 
down, found Church there eating 
breakfast; How asked me to go 
to the com house and see tike 
tubs; Church agreed to deliver 
up the tubs ; going back. How, in 
talking about his property, said 
he couldn’t stand it; if Church 
was on the place, be must have it 
arranged in some way to have 
him off; had as well have the 
deril there as to have Church 
there. He was trying to get me 
to sign a note to Davenport, so 
that he, HoW, might get posses- 
sion of the property. 


THE PRISONER’S WITNESSES AGAIN. 


William Byrns. Was at Dau- 
trement’s the night previous to 
the murder; I pnd prisoner were 
sitting on a bench at a table con- 
versing together; took a glass of 
grog; prisoner was sociable; saw 
nothing uncommon in him; 
stayed all night; prisoner went 


away about 10 ; had a great coat 
on. 

Thomas Mathews. Assisted in 
hauling the grain from the Red- 
field place where prisoner resid- 
ed for Palmer; do not know that 
deceased had anything to do with 
it. 


THE PEOPLE AGAIN. 


Wilson Redfield. The day be- 
fore Cliurch was shot, after 
shooting quail, How and I re- 
loaded the rifie with a patch from 
the box ; saw the gun next morn- 
ing as it lay in the room and was 
loaded, load was afterwards tak- 
en out on Wednesday at Cuba, a 
very heavy charge; I observed it; 
there was no patch in the gun 
when the load was taken out; 
there was no tow cloth about the 
gun; a horse blanket was pre- 
viously over the gun. The black 
horse "was sick; do not know that 
the mare was sick. There was 
tow between the powder and the 
ball. The load which How and 


I put in, in the afternoon was 
square and of leather. 

Daniel Tahar. Saw the charge 
extracted at Cuba ; no patch 
about a double charge. 

Alexander Dautrement. Have 
seen the experiment with a rifle; 
appearance corresponded with 
what I observed about How as to 
sticking up behind and partly as 
to bunch upon breast. 

Hiram Newton. Saw the ex- 
periment today, resembled How’s 
appearance in projecting behind 
that night. 

William Lawrence. Also saw 
the experiment, protuberance be- 
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fore was about the same as what 
he observed in How; n man sat 
down as How did, and nothing 
was to be seen except the pro- 
tuberance. 

James Bead. Am the man who 
tried experiments with the same 
rifle; it was done at the request 
of Sheriff Wilson. 

Dr. Dana. Mr. Spencer rec- 
ommended the experiment last 
night, which was renewed by 
Sheriff Wilson today ; corre- 
sponded with my idea. 

Amos Seahodjf. Was at Daii- 
trement’s 15 minutes; saw How 
and Burns; thought Burns was 
tipsy; observed nothing under 
How’s coat, saw How in a chair. 

Simeon Heath. When How 


came over in the morning, he 
said the mare he rode had been 
sick the day before he started 
from home; the cause he said 
was, he ^ had been feeding his 
horses with corn ; he said he had 
some trouble coining over, in con- 
sequence of mare's sickness, and 
much trouble going home; said 
she laid down. 

Stephen Smith. IIow said to 
his step son, you know the horse 
was sick; the latter replied yes, 
but the mare was not mentioned. 
How said tlie mare was sick go- 
ing over to Angelica, and was 
sick going home; she laid down 
several times; ascribed it to corn, 
another time to potatoes, saying 
he had no grain. 


The ease was summed up by Fletcher Jf. Haight and Felir 
Tracy, for the Prisoner, and John C. Spencer, for the People. 
After a charge by Judge Rochester, the jury retired about 
two o’clock on Thursday night, February 5, and returned 
before six on Friday fflth) with a verdict of Guilty. 

Judge Rochester sentenced the Prisoner to be hanged. 

THE CONFESSION. 

After the sentence, How confessed the murder. He told the 
story in the following words: 

I shall now describe the murder of Othello Church. Yes, in n 
cool deliberate manner I murdered him! Called him from his sweet 
slumbers, and from the bosom of his wife — never more to return to 
her fond embrace— to sink him in the grave. Yes, his own floor I 
bathed with his warm blood, and his soul I hurried off to another 
world. I heard the new-made widow’s scream, and the wretched 
orphan’s cries, which pierced my flinty heart. May Ood forgive me, 
and wash the crimson stain from my afflicted soul. I was aggravated 
to this crime by injuries, personal abuses, and insults; but they are 
no excuse for me. I had some time calculated on his destruction, and 
one day, a few weeks before his death, he went to Angelica, and I 
expected him to return in the evening. I loaded a gun and way- 
laid the road between his house and mine, in the woods between Me- 
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Coy’s tavern. Here I tarried until late at night, awaiting his return; 
but he did not come. 1 first took my stand behind a root, and then, 
for my better accommodation, behind a large pine tree, and had he 
come 1 surely would have shot him. While 1 here stood I had some 
refiections; the sweet evening breeze gently pressed the lofty forest, 
and the tall pines could bend beneath the power of Heaven — but n^y 
obdurate heart remained unmoved. The next day I went to An- 
gelica, and there 1 saw Mr. Church and 1 felt very , glad he had es- 
caped. After reflecting on the subject and getting no satisfaction, I 
fixed my eye on him again, and 1 could not spare him. Accordingly 
in December I watched the state of the snow that I might not be 
tracked, and on the 29th I thought the thing was ripe. In the 
afternoon, I loaded the rifle, and placed it in a bedroom where no 
person slept, and where I could reach it from the window if occasion 
should require. I then rode to Angelica, four miles east ; Mr. Church 
lived about six miles west of my house; I put my horse up at Sher- 
man’s tavern, and fed it. I was about the village until after 10 
o’clock that night. At Mr. Dautrement’s I drank considerable 
brandy and calculated to take as much as I could and do business 
regular. I then rode home, stopped at the barn opposite my house, 
and dismounted, and had serious reflections on the course I was pur- 
suing. After a considerable pause I resolved to go, for I never 
allowed myself to give back in any undertaking. I then went to the 
bedroom window, and took out the gun ; no one of my family knew it, 
and road a smart trot to Church’s. I hitched my beast near, Mr. 
Spear’s shop — took out my knife and rubbed my flint that it might 
not miss fire. I took the mitten from my right hand, and put it in 
my pocket. I was careful not to drop anything whereby I might 
be detected. I then stepped to his kitchen door, which opened near 
the head of his bed, and stood five or six minutes on his door stone. 
All creation seemed locked in slumber, and one dread silence reigned 
through all the works of God. 

Now my bold heart even trembled at the thought of an act so 
desperate, and every vibration of my soul seemed shrinking beneath 
the horrors of the scene. 

I rapped at his door and shuddered at the very noise I made; and 
was on the very point of retiring, when his wife, I think, awoke him, 
and he exclaimed, ‘‘Who is there t” I endeavor^ to alter my voice, 
and answered, have a letter for you;” be then said, ^'walk in.'” I 
answered, '^have the goodness to open the door and take it.” He 
a 2 x>se and as he opened the door, as soon as I saw the appearance of 
his white shirt, I shot at venture. I took no sight and had the gun 
by my side. I think the muzzle was not more than three or four 
feet from him. I then heard him exclaim, '^Oh! my Gk>d, my God!” 
I heard no more of him. I then returned to my beast, and everjr step 
was marked with care, lest I should fall or lo^ something, as it was 
slippery. The shocking cries and shrieks of the family broke the 
midnight silence, and rent the air with horror, which I heard a con- 
siderable distance. I then rode with great speed home. I dismounted 
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and loaded my gfun in haste and set into the window whence 1 had 
taken it; then I put out my beast, went to bed and went asleep. Be- 
fore day the neighbors of Mr. Church called on me, and informed 
me he was murdered in his own house.’ 

March 19, 

David D, How, in accordance with the sentence of February 
6th, was hanged today. 
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Higgins, Hugh, 871 
Higgins,'" Jabez, 871 
Hill, Truman, 80, 86, 89 
Hlnohman, Jacob, 21 



INDEX 


903 


Witnesses — Continued. 
Hltchbourn, Mrs. Sophia. 127 
Holcomb, Jonathan, 508 
Hollingahead, Charles M.; 21, 
22 

Holloway, George, 21 
Holt, Mr., 27 
Hopkins, John C., 21 
Hopklnson, Dr. John P., 148, 
402 

Home, George, 21, 23 
How, David, 873 
Howard, Officer. 11 
Howe, Major Gen., 512 
Hughes, Robert, 21 
Hull. Ellas, 870 
Hunter. Henry, 759, 762 
Hyde, John T., 875 
Jacobs. Daniel, 84 
Jameson, William, 498 
Jarvis, George, 630 
Johnson, Mr., 90 
Johnson, Michael, 90. 91 
Johnson. Thomas, 80, 90, 91 
Johnson, William, 810 
Jones, Edward B., 18 
Jordan, Huel, 545 
Jump, Leonard, 21 
Kelts, Isaac, 21 
Kelly, Alexander, 758, 759 
Kelly, Bartle, 21 
Kennedy, Andrew, 810 
Kidd, Charles, 21 
Kierce, Major. 510 
King, Col., 875 
Kitzmiller, A. M., 760 
Knight, Dr. Allen. 125. 164. 399 
Knox, General, 506 
Korn, Henry, 191 
Labbe, Francis C.. 191 
La Fayette, Marquis de, 505 
Lamb, Col. John, 511 
Lambert, Cornelius, 498 
Lambert, Henry, 498 
Lambert, Lambert, 498 


\V iTNEssEs — Con tinned, 

Latham. James F.. 624, 586 
Lawrence, Amos, 87 
. Lawrence, Jonathan. 508 
Lawrence, William, 871, 876 
Leldy, Chauncey, 11 
Levis, Dr. Richard J., 13 
Limes, Samuel, 21 
Lincoln. Joseph, 83 
Livingston, Col. James, 493 
Logan, James, 21 
Long, Dr. Sanford. 523 
Long, Mr., 20 
Lord, Milo. 28 
Lupton, Dempsey, 635 
Mace, Judith, 622 
Magoffin, Joseph. 191 
Maloney, Chas., 20 
Marsh, Johnson, 83 
Marston, Stephen W., 609, 624 
Mason, Dr., 732 
Mason, Dorset, 525, 535 
Matlack, Timothy, 425, 428, 436, 
439 

Matlack. William, 433 
Meade, James P., 21 
Merriam, Judge, 876 
Merrill. Silas, 84 
Middleton, William, 21 
Miles, George. 871 
Mills. Mayor, 770 
Mitchell, Dr. John K., 154, 403 
Montgomery, John P., 10 
Moore. R. M. G., 542 
Morgan, Edward F., 18 
Morrell. W. H. G., 12 
Morton, Dr., 27 
Munson. Cyrus, 89 
Murray, Dr. F. F., 24 
McArthur, John, 27 
McCullough, John. 21. 22 
McGow'an, T.ievi, 525 
McGowan, Sylvester, 634, 646 
Mclivalne, Joseph, 144, 146, 403 
McIntosh. Angus, 874 
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McIntosh, John, 874 
McNee. Mr.^ 20 
Newton, Hiram, 871, 876 
Norris, Joseph, 21 
Northon, Solomon, 536, 638 
Norton, A. A., 875 
O’Brien, Joseph, 611 
Osgood, Elijah, 868 
Outerbridge, Daniel, 21 
Oxford, Mr., 27 
Page, Mr., 27 
Paine, Dr. William, 26 
Palethorpe, Mary, 114 
Palethorpe, Mrs. Sarah, 127 
Pancoast, Dr., 27 
Paul, Asa B., 644 
Paulding, John, 501 
Perkins, Benjamin, 623 
Peters, Ruth, 622 
Pettibone, Abel, 89 
Pettibone, Squire, 90 
Pettingill. Eleazer, 623 
Phelps, Conductor, 743, 765 
Phillips, Dr. John, 124, 399 
Pike, Eliza, 604 
Post, Edward J., 27 
Post, Jonathan, 875 
Pratt, Joel, 86, 87 
Pratt, Squire, 89 
Prince, James, 610 
Proctor, Tlomas, 436 
Purdy, Truman, 90 
Raymond, Sam C., 86 
Read, James, 873, 877 
Redfleld, Emily, 873 
Redfleld, Wilson, 876 
Roach, Chester, 874 
Robinson, Isaac, 623 
Roper, P. S., 636 
Russell, Israel, 774 
Russell. William J., 533 
Sawyer, Carawan, 531 
Seabody, Amos, 877 
Shapleigh, Dr. E. B., 7 
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Shaw, William, 192 
Sheetz, Rev. George, 191 
Sherman, Bradley, 870, 876 
Sherwood, Mrs. Amy, 871 
Sickles, John R., 21 
Simmons, Hjgiughton, 634 
Sinn, Captain, 771 
Skinner, Judge, 79, 80 
Skinner, Richard, 20 
Smith, Ann, 129, 131 
Smith, Edmund, 625 
Smith, Frederick, 83 
Smith, Stephen, 868, 872, 874 
876. 877 

Smith, Thomas H., 528, 532, 
538 

Smith, William J., 645 
Stanwood, William, 606 
Starry, Dr. John D., 742, 810 
Stotesbury, Mr., 27 
Sweet, Ephraim, 624 
Sweetzer, Seth, 610 
Swindell, Albin, 527 
Swindell, A. B., 536 
Swindell, Bartholomew, 529, 
535 

Tabar, Daniel, 876 
Taggert, Detective, 18 
Tallman, John C., 71 
Taylor, Mr., 876 
Thatcher, Amos, 876 
Thompson, Dr., 27 
Thompson, John, 193 
Thompson, Moses, 869 
Thorn, J. S., 21, 22 
Thorp, Mr., 27 
Tllghman, Colonel, 604 
Titus, Mr., 27 
Togno, Dr. Joseph, 173 
Tooley, Henry 0., 636 
Topping, Ira H., 527, 643 
Tracy, Henry, 876 
Twitchell, George S., Sr., 23 
Tyson, William, 629, 680 
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Uhrey, Mr., 27 
Ustick, Robert. 71 
Utter. Joseph, 872 
Vallance. Catherine. 192 
Vallance. Jane. 192 
Van Campen. Moses, 875 
Vandergrift. Levi V., 190, 192 
Vandergrlft, Eliza, 192 
Vansant, William, 192 
Van Veart, William, 498 
Wade, Thomas, 608. 624 
Warden, A. B., 18 
Warnock, Officer, 14, 28 
Washington, Col. Lewis W., 
749, 755. 810, 818 
Watkinson. Richard, 120 
Wayne. Mr., 28 
Wellman, Mr., 89 
Whalen, Daniel, 752 
Whitman, Josiah, 874 
Wickes, Mr., 874 
Wilber. Mr., 27 
Williams. David. 503 
Williams. W. M.. 763 
Willis, Samuel. 21 
Wilson, James, 874 
Woart, William, 608, 624 
Wood, James B., 403 
Wyatt, Joseph, 623 
Wyman, William. 83, 89 
Zeiss, William, 21, 23 


Wood, Fernando 

Letter to. from Governor Wise 
of Virginia refusing commu- 
tation of sentence of John 
Brown, 803 

Wood, Colonel 

Member of Court Martial in 
Benedict Arnold's Trial. 415 

Wood. John 

Trial of. for sending a chal- 
lenge to a duel, 68-72 
The Judge, 68 
The Counsel. 69 
The objections to the indict- 
ment. 71 

The witnesses, 71 
The verdict of guilty. 71 
The sentence, 72 

Woodford, Gfxeral William 
Member of Court Martial In 
Benedict Arnold's Trial, 414 

Wright, Captain J. A. 

Member of Court Martial In 
Trial of Joshua H. Smith, 
488 

Wright, Captain Jacob 

Member of Court Martial In 
Trial of Joshua If. Smith, 
488 









